
Faculty Assembly Minutes September 12, 2013 Submitted by Z. Thomova 

Faculty Assembly Minutes 

September 12, 2013 

Call to order:  Carlie Phipps called the meeting to order at 12:30 PM 

Agenda:     

1. Elections for Academic Affairs, Curriculum, Planning and Budgeting, Technology, Secretary 
2. Middle states update – Carlie Phipps, Ron Sarner  
3. Faculty handbook – possible endorsement 
4. Committee Reports 
5. New business if any 
6. Adjourn 

 

President Geer asked to address assembly at the beginning as he has to leave promptly. He said 
that SNYIT is in the constant financial challenge. We need to address issues through growth. 
Looking at other options.  Immediately  there is a 2 step plan: 1st SUNY system agreeing to 
request for  transition funds, 2nd part – with Planning and Budgeting working out nuts and bolts 
of the growth process, working with the system on milestones. Until the transition funds and 
agreement with system is locked in, it will be relatively quiet on campus. Dr. Geer will update 
FA as soon as possible. 

At 12:35 Quorum was established. Carlie Phipps notices we have 50% attendance. 

Elections:  

Faculty workload committee for the FA is Laura Weiser-Erlandson,  not Pat Murphy (she is a 
Dept. Hum/Com representative) 

Curriculum: Chris Urban  is eligible for another term (we were mistaken previously in Spring ). 
Andy Wolfe nominates Chris Urban, he accepts. Nominations are closed Mason Sommerville, 
Ronni Tichenor second). Andy Wolfe moves to suspend the closed ballot, Laura Weiser-
Erlandson second. Motion to suspend carries. Motion to elect Chris Urban carries 

College Association: Louise Dean-Kelly and Russ Kahn were our reps. Louise  Dean-Kelly will 
continue, Russ Kahn would like to step down. College association mostly oversees bookstore 
and foodservice contracts (Russ Kahn explains). No other nomination, one seat will stay opened 
till next meeting. Kristina Boylan, Laura Weiser-Erlandson move and second to suspend closed 
ballot. Louise Dean-Kelly is elected. 
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Middle states general education working group – at large member’s elections (2 of them) 

Information about who is already elected (from gen-ed areas): Mary Perrone is Chair, Maarten 
Heyboer and Pat Murphy (for Humanities, with Ryan Lizardi as backup), Laura Weiser-Erlandson 
– science, Kazuko Behrens  – social sciences, no math rep. yet, no rep. from AA, no rep. from 
Curriculum. Nominations are solicited from the body. 
Ron Sarner: Charge the exec committee to select at large reps after reps from Curriculum and 
Academic Affairs were selected, to provide a balance of programs representations. 
Lori Kane is nominated, she declines 
Middle states timeline: Discussions in the committees by September 27 to review the 
questions, by October 30 they should collect data and have plans for action. By January 30 the 
working group should give reports to Steering committee 

Motion by Steve Schneider: The second seat will be also chosen by the Executive committee, 
Linda Weber seconded. Motion passes (22 for, 7 opposed) 

Middle states update:  

Deadlines were provided above. There are 14 standards - breakdown of the standards between 
the committees is as follows: Academic Affairs – standards 1, 6; Academic Quality  standards 
11, 12, 14 and also 7, 14; Curriculum – standards 11, 12, 13 and also 14; Evaluation – standards  
4, 5; Graduate Council – standards 11, 12, 13 also 14; Planning and Budgeting – standards 1, 6 
and also 2, 3; Academic Personnel – standard 10; Technology – standards 11, 12, 13 and also 
14; Executive Committee – standards 4, 5.  
Self-study design is available on the Institutional Research website. 
Kristina Boylan asked the question:  Where does the term Polytechnic comes from? What does 
it mean and to understand it? Ron Sarner commented that there are really two questions – 
Where did the term (polytechnique) came from? What does it mean? 
 
Report by Executive committee (Carlie Phipps) –  making sure we are proactive not re-active in 
our actions, also what are relationships of FA committees with different offices. Make sure that 
when staff is attending committee meetings we are respectful of their time. Also keep lines of 
communication opened. 
Over the summer the Executive committee met several times, there were few issues which 
came up – position of Associate Provost and appointment of a department chair. Both issues 
were about process and making sure we follow process and the process is created when 
needed. 
 



Faculty Assembly Minutes September 12, 2013 Submitted by Z. Thomova 

Provost Durgin: Comments about Coach survey – it was a survey which faculty participated in 
some time ago, the results just came back to SUNYIT, and Valerie Fusco has the results. They 
will be released eventually, not sure how, probably through smaller committees first. 

Committee Reports: 
Academic Affairs:  
Daryl Lee- Committee will meet on September 17. They will prioritize the list of tasks such as: 
memo to presidents from June 2013, guidelines on TA/ lab assistants, oversight process in 
creating some forms 
Personnel: 
Ron Foster – Committee will meet in a week. They do not know yet-  what cases, how many 
they will review. Next week they will work on Middle States, policy and procedures such as – 
appointment  of dept.chairs, tenure for administrators, timeline for renewal and revisiting the 
use of outside reviewers for tenure decisions. 
Academic Quality: 
Ronni Tichenor – Completing review of Assessment plans mostly of programs which do not 
have outside accreditation.  All programs must have their assessment plans finalized in Fall. 
 
Curriculum: 
Chris Urban – Committee will meet 4th Thursday in October. It is suggested to have any changes 
for AY 2014-15 submitted by October 15 
 
Evaluation of Academic Administrators 
Krsitina Boylan - membership has been established, committee will meet later in the month. 
The task is to finalize the electronic survey instrument. 
 
Graduate Council 
Bill Thistelton – Regarding the deadline for the catalogue – it is not clear where it is coming 
from, what they are working with. It may have been communicated to the Chairs of the 
department but not the chair of graduate council. They will continue to process curriculum 
actions through December and pass them on. Other topics to be dealt with: 1 -question of 
membership and quorum, hoping for the FA to have overarching policy, 2 – the new 
Independent Study form – it seems to be a policy issue, and should be addressed by Academic 
Affairs committee, 3 – policy on multiple graduate degrees (to be in compliance with State 
education dept.) 
 
Planning and Budgeting Committee: 
Roger Cavallo – went through older documentation to see what is/was charge of the P&B. He 
has met with president Geer also. The committee will meet and draw a preliminary agenda.  
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Technology Committee 
Russ Khan – committee will meet on September 24. They are looking at use policy, asking to 
review use of the technology fee money. There is question about Degree works – when it will 
be in place? Marry Perrone answers – it is in process of “logolization” now. Ron Sarner suggests 
that technology Committee or some other body to do an assessment of the Degree works after 
it has been put in place. 
 
Faculty senator report: 
Ron Sarner – Senate will meet in October.  Carlie Phipps remarks that senate committees are 
open to any member, she is on Ethics committee. 
 
Provost remarks  
Introduction f the 10 new faculty members 
We had the most successful recruitment last year – we are up 10% in enrollment (in every 
category), 35% in freshman. Thank you to all faculty.  
Laura – what is the hiring plan for 13-14 hiring? Answer (B. Durgin) - chairs have decided that a 
month ago there are two parts of that list – must do, and then there is prioritize list according 
to budget. Carlie Phipps requested to publish the entire list. 
Question to Provost – how SUNYIT determines which students get scholarships? Answer: 
admission looks at the probabilities of students coming in given certain financial support. 
 
 
Adjournment:  
Meeting was adjourn at 13:50. (motion by Mason Somerville, second by Ronni Tichenor) 


