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Alumni Spotlight
She liked SUNYIT so much, she came
back for more! Meet Michelle Manning:
alum and grad student.

Song and a Dance
Starting with Talent Nite, Fall Fest 2002
was a great time for alumni, students and
everyone who took part in the weekend’s
events.

Here They Come
SUNYIT’s first freshmen will arrive on
campus in August 2003, but behind-the-
scenes plans have been going on for
months.

Class Notes
Catch up on your former classmates:
where are they now and what are they
doing?
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Most students grow up in
one town, attend local schools
for 18 years, move on to col-
lege  and, with luck, find a job.
Not Michelle Manning.

She’s lived in six towns in
three states. She’s attended six
colleges, earning a bachelor’s in
science degree in applied math
from SUNYIT in 1999 – after
working as a cashier, a portrait
developer, a security guard and
a nanny. “I took my time grow-
ing up,” Manning, 34, says.

She also grew up on the
move, living with various fam-
ily members. Born in New
Hartford, she moved to
Gloversville as a preschooler. At
12, she returned to Utica,
briefly attending Kernan School
before spending her junior high
school years in Chaumont,
New York. From 1985 to 1990,
she lived with her father in
Orange, California.

Manning began her college
odyssey in 1985, first at Cali-
fornia State University at Ful-
lerton. Experiencing classes of
200 to 300, she left after a year.
“Teachers didn’t know who you
were and didn’t want to,” she
recalls. In 1986, she enrolled in
Rancho Santiago Community
College in Santa Anna. After
considering physical therapy,
she switched to criminal
justice. After a semester, she
realized she was unsuited for
police work.“I take everything
to heart,” she explains.

In 1987, Manning returned
to Utica to live with her
mother. She had no game plan.
“I didn’t know what I wanted
to do, “she says. A series of jobs
followed: cashier at Chicago
Market, then Great American,
for six months; student portrait
developer at Fraternal Com-
posite for over a year; plain-
clothes security guard at J.C.
Penney for nine months.

Restless, Manning read a
newspaper advertisement for a
nanny. After telephone inter-
views and photo exchanges,
she was hired. “They took a risk
and so did I,” she admits. In
1989, Manning moved to
Bernardsville, New Jersey, be-
coming a nanny for three girls,
ages 6, 8 and 10. Her tasks:
housekeeping,  homework and
shuttling children to ice hockey
practice and games. She stayed
for eight years.

Although she remains close
to the family, she recalls her
nanny years with mixed feel-
ings. “I had all the responsibili-
ties of parenthood without the
rights,” she says. Still, she at-
tributes her driving confidence
to years of chauffeuring the
girls to games throughout the
Northeast. “I can find my way
anywhere,” she says. She also
learned how to budget her time
and do homework anywhere –
even at hockey rinks.

When the girls’ mother – a
former emergency medical
technician – encouraged her to
explore that field, Manning at-
tended St. Barnabas School in
Roseland, New Jersey, for EMT
training. Monday nights, she
also took anatomy and physi-
ology courses at nearby Raritan
Valley Community College. As
a volunteer EMT, she hung out
in the local firehouse, respond-
ing to calls. One evening, she
performed CPR for 45 minutes
on an 85-year-old neighbor.

The Road to Success
By Ellen Portnoy

Alumni Spotlight

Michelle Manning
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In 1991, Manning shifted
gears again, transferring to
William Patterson University
in Wayne, New Jersey – this
time, as a math major. “Math
is straightforward,” she
explains, and she’d always
excelled in the subject. A the-
ater class elective, however,
taught her the importance of
audiences. “Teachers respond
to classes if students respond
– it’s really cool,” she says.

Back in Utica in 1997, Man-
ning wasn’t sure what to do
next. She worked as a clerk in
a convenience store; after one-
and-a-half months, she was
promoted to assistant manager
and then manager. She lasted
two weeks, working 60 to 70
hour weeks for meager pay.
“No one should have to work
that hard without making
money,” she explains.

Two days before SUNYIT’s
fall 1997 semester began, Man-
ning decided to return to
school. She took classes full
time while working 32 hours
a week at the convenience
store. “It wasn’t easy,” she re-
calls. Still, she earned a 3.52
undergraduate grade point av-
erage. In 1998, she quit her
job, using student loans, work/
study and occasional house
cleaning to finance her educa-
tion.

Why SUNYIT? Small classes
and interaction with faculty. “I
knew I wouldn’t be one in the
masses,” she explains. And she
connected with other students:
she attended study groups and
joined the Utica-Rome Student
Association, seeking financial
assistance for student clubs.
“Being part of what was going
on at SUNYIT was great. I
knew students all over the
place,” she recalls. Working in
the School of Arts and Sciences
gave Manning additional
contact with students and
professors.

Most influential were math
professors Dr. Peter Pick and Dr.
William Thistleton. Dr. Maarten
Heyboer, a history professor,
provided a window into the
world outside math. “He woke
me up to what was going on in
the world,” Manning says. She
now listens to National Public
Radio to follow world events.

In 1999, Manning landed a
job through SUNYIT career ser-
vices as a programmer at New
York Central Mutual Insurance.
Since April 2000, she has
worked full time at Capraro
Technologies in Utica, a small
company working with
commercial clients and the
government on Web sites and
communications systems.

Manning returned to
SUNYIT to pursue a master’s
degree in computer science.
Currently, she takes two
courses: Networks and Real
Time Systems. Next spring,
she’ll complete her graduate
program.

After that, Manning isn’t
sure. She’s considering becom-
ing a teacher. Maybe she’ll
move to Washington, D.C., to
work for the government.
Meanwhile, she juggles work
and classes, tends rose bushes
outside the Craftsman-style
Utica home she shares with her
mother and ponders her
future – a future enriched by
supportive SUNYIT faculty
members who respond to
Michelle Manning’s inquisitive
mind.

SUNYIT alumni Michelle Manning ’99 and Ashish H. Patel ’00 confer in their office at Capraro
Technologies.
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With more events than ever
before, Fall Fest 2002 attracted
hundreds of alumni, students,
family, and friends to the
SUNYIT campus. The fall
weekend gathering has become
a tradition for the college fam-
ily, with events such as Talent
Nite, the Presidents’ Scholar-
ship Recognition Brunch, the
Alumni Association Annual
Meeting, Casino Night, and the
annual Alumni Association
Awards Dinner.

Talent Nite featured a broad
range of performers in Kunsela
Hall auditorium – and a packed
house turned out to support the
contestants.

The top three winners were:
• 1st place Vishal Khattri,

Kishor Kulawade & Irfan
Khan - International Dance
($500 prize)

• 2nd Place Jacob Perkins -
Vocal performance ($250
prize)

• 3rd Place - Glenn Allen -
Comedy ($125 prize)

A number of alumni were
honored at the Alumni Associa-
tion Annual Awards Dinner.
Distinguished Service Awards
were presented to Robert
Froysell, Greensboro, N.C.;
Bruce Miller, Fairfax, Va.; Will-
iam Hoehn, Tucson, Ariz.; Scott
Gorgas, Deerfield; Joseph
Ruggiero, Wappinger, N.Y.;
Todd LaFreniere, Middle
Grove, N.Y.; Lorraine J. Stubley,
Ilion; and Joseph Oczkowski,
Woodstock, Ga.

Outstanding Young Alumni
Awards went to Michelle Man-
ning, Utica; and Rebecca Fuller,
Fairport, N.Y.; the Alumni
Humanitarian Award was
presented to Bruce Karam,
principal of John F. Kennedy
Middle School in Utica; and,
Honorary Alumnus Awards
went to former SUNYIT Presi-
dent Dr. Peter J. Cayan, and his
wife, Jeri Cayan.

Mark your calendar now for
Fall Fest 2003, Oct. 3-5!

Fun Time at Fall Fest

Vishal Khattri, Kishor Kulawade & Irfan Khan celebrate their 1st place finish.

Contestant Antonius Rivera performs at Talent Nite.
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One of the highlights of Fall
Fest 2002 was the presentation
of a check that will honor the
memory of a local veteran and
help future nursing students at
SUNYIT.

Oneida County Voiture 92
has established an endowed
SUNYIT scholarship with a gift
of $10,000. The Horace Moore
Memorial Scholarship will be
awarded annually to a full-time
SUNYIT student pursuing a
master’s degree with a major in
either Adult Nurse Practitioner
or Family Nurse Practitioner.
The award will be $1,000 a
year.

Oneida County Voiture 92 is
the local chapter of La Societe
des Quarante Hommes et Huit
Chevaux-popularly known as
the “40 & 8” – an independent
fraternal organization of veter-
ans established by American
Legionnaires in 1920. The term
“voiture” stems from the French
word for the railroad boxcars that
were used to transport men and
horses to and from the
European fronts in World War I.
The capacity of each boxcar
was 40 men or eight horses.

Horace L. Moore, who
served the American Legion as
Post, County, and District Com-
mander, was initiated into
Oneida County 40 & 8 in
1975; he was elected and
served as Chef de Gare in 1981
and served a term as Fifth Dis-
trict Cherminot in 1983. He
was awarded Honorary Life
Membership in La Societe by
Voiture 92 in 1999; he was ap-
pointed Nurses’ Training
Directeur for Voiture 92 in
1988 and served in that capac-
ity until his untimely passing
in 2000.

Veterans Support  New Scholarship

Members of Oneida County Voiture 92 present a check to Susan Divine, Foundation Trustee, and Dr.
Mason H. Somerville, SUNYIT President.

Reaching Out to Alumni
This year’s Alumni/Parent

Phonathon is reaching out to
alumni, parents and friends
with the help of current stu-
dents. The generosity of those
who support the Phonathon
helps provide scholarships to
students, assists faculty
research and staff develop-
ment, and offers opportunities
to enhance student life.

During the Phonathon,
current students have the op-
portunity to discuss career
and post-college experiences
with alumni, and alumni are
updated on the latest campus

news and events. Five nights a
week, each caller makes 80-
100 calls, receiving pledges and
updating alumni records.

During the fall semester the
Phonathon ran from Sept. 15
to Nov. 21; in the spring 2003
semester the effort will con-
tinue from Feb. 2 to April 27.
Donors whose gifts are received
by June 30, 2003, are recog-
nized in the SUNYIT
Foundation’s Honor Roll of
Donors.

Gifts to the Phonathon cam-
paign are an investment in the
future of SUNYIT. Regardless of

size, each gift makes a difference
in the lives of current and
future students.

This year’s callers include
Precilla Barr, Lynne Berger, Mat-
thew Dolan, Dan Flechsenharr,
Kelly Framarin, Reema Gerious,
Don Gittens, LaToya Howard,
Anand Kataria, Jamie Miller,
Jennifer Miller, Joyce
Nenonene, Tarcy Peters, Ken-
neth Purdie, Elvis Rebello, Erika
Schultz, Jessica Shuster, Jesse
Shaw, Kimberly Murphy, and
Muhammed Suleman.



6 The Bridge

Work on the new $14 mil-
lion library building at SUNYIT
is nearly complete, with a
move-in date just weeks away.
The project began in spring
2001.

“We fully expect to start
moving in at the conclusion of
the fall semester,” says Vice
President for Administration
Bruce Reichel. “The building
will officially open to students
for the start of the spring 2003
semester.”

Designed by The Thomas
Group of Ithaca, N.Y., and built
by Murnane Construction, a
Utica company, the Peter J.
Cayan Library will include
group and individual study

Update: Library Nears Completion

rooms and an advanced com-
puterized library instruction
room. “There will be a blend of
the traditional library and the
virtual library,” says Dan
Schabert, director of libraries
and learning resources. “It will
be flexible enough to change
with advances in technology
and at the same time offer tra-
ditional library services.”

As the building has taken
shape over the last year,
SUNYIT has given everyone on
and off campus a virtual view
of the project. A Web camera
mounted on the roof of nearby
Kunsela Hall offers live, “real
time” video images, plus archi-
val photos of the site captured

during the previous 12 hours.
The old library wing of

Kunsela Hall is currently under
design for a renovation, and
will be used for the School of
Management and the School of
Nursing & Health Systems –
both currently located in
Donovan Hall. Nursing &
Health Systems will eventually
be located on the former library
wing’s first floor and Manage-
ment on the second floor. De-
sign work for the renovation is
being done by March Associ-
ates of Utica.

A view from the roof of Kunsela Hall: the Peter J. Cayan Library.
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New Faculty Member
Designs Solutions

Science, Meet Art. That’s the
kind of introduction the new-
est member of the School of
Arts & Sciences faculty is mak-
ing this fall.  Michelle Carfagno
explains design as the “intersec-
tion of art and science,” which
is just part of what makes her
the perfect person to teach de-
sign at SUNYIT. Carfagno
joined the Arts and Sciences
faculty this fall, as Assistant Pro-
fessor of Graphic Design.
Russell Kahn, associate profes-
sor of communication and lit-
erature, says hiring Michelle
Carfagno was a “pivotal deci-
sion . . . taking the [graphics]
program to the next level in the
graphic design field.” Carfagno
is the “first professional de-
signer on staff who has worked
in the field,” says Kahn.

Carfagno approaches graphic
design as problem solving:
“You can’t just call yourself a
graphic designer. You have to
be able to apply yourself to
other tasks.” She has
definitely had to live by that
rule. In 1995, she was part of a
new company that designed
and produced a product called
a skiboard. Carfagno took on
many tasks, including graphic
design, marketing, and financ-
ing, as they took their company
from “one computer and a
garage,” to a factory and 20
employees. Carfagno took on
every task in a methodical and
scientific manner, solving the
problem. Each new task, she
says, was an opportunity to
learn a new way to communi-
cate to others.

She applies this same atti-
tude to her graphic design
work. Carfagno believes there
are design problems all around
us and, they are all approached
in the same manner: how do
you get from point A to point B
and where does science meet
art in this approach? Designers
include aesthetics in the
problem-solving process to the
benefit of the user or audience
of the final product.

Carfagno has a B.A. in Envi-
ronmental Design from the
University of Buffalo and an
M.F.A. in Graphic Design from
the Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology, where she graduated at
the top of her class. Through-
out her time at RIT, she held
various graduate teaching assis-
tantships and worked in the
Center for Student Transition
and Support, responsible for
work from graphic design to
administration.

This semester, Carfagno is
teaching courses at both the
undergraduate and graduate
levels in the Professional and
Technical Communication and
the Information Design and
Technology programs. She
wants to communicate design
theory before design tools, so
students will be problem
solvers with a designer’s eye for
visual appeal.

Kahn is very enthusiastic
about Carfagno’s addition to
SUNYIT and what it means for
the graphics program, includ-
ing the effort to get more stu-
dents to transfer from MVCC’s
graphics program and graduate
from SUNYIT. According to
Kahn, Carfagno is the next step
in really making the future of
SUNYIT’s graphics program.

Editor’s note: other new faculty at
SUNYIT this academic year are:
Dr. Kristina Boylan, School of
Arts & Sciences; Dr. Christine
LaPlante, School of ISET; and, Dr.
Linda Yu, School of Management.

Asst. Prof. Michelle Carfagno

By Katherine Connor
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Preparations Continue for First Freshmen
Over the past several months,

the pace of freshman planning
and recruitment activity on and
off campus has increased.
SUNYIT President Dr. Mason H.
Somerville appointed Dr. Rose-
mary Mullick “Assistant to the
President for Four-Year Transi-
tion” in August. Dr. Mullick
meets weekly with a planning
group that is working on aca-
demic, campus life and enroll-
ment/recruitment issues per-
taining to freshmen.

Working with three groups of
consultants over the last year,
several offices on campus have
begun the process that will
guide SUNYIT through the tran-
sition. While a lot of activity is
taking place behind the scenes,
prospective students and their
parents, high school guidance
counselors and the general pub-
lic have become aware of adver-
tising and marketing aimed at

Following a successful Dis-
covery Day visitation program
for prospective freshmen and
their families in October,
SUNYIT plans a Scholars Day in
the spring and a number of
other events and activities aimed
at bringing in the first class in
August 2003.

The Office of Admissions
continues to recruit and enroll
the first freshman class, while
addressing the challenges posed
by transfer and graduate student
recruitment and meeting over-
all enrollment goals in an
increasingly competitive aca-
demic marketplace. Plans for
freshmen recruitment took
shape with the development of
strategies, positioning state-
ments, recruitment materials,
and the launch of a Web site
aimed at prospective freshmen
and their parents:
 www.freshmen.sunyit.edu.

recruiting the first freshman
class. Online and print ads, as
well as various recruitment bro-
chures and publications, use
themes such as “Focused Edu-
cation for Focused Students”
and “Shape Your Future!” to
communicate what SUNYIT has
to offer freshmen.

In addition, a recommenda-
tion from one of the consultants
– that SUNYIT organize what
makes it special into a single
statement – has been imple-
mented. Called “The SUNYIT
Assurance,” it describes what
freshmen will experience during
their four years here (see below).
The “Assurance,” along with
financial aid, admissions and
other information for prospec-
tive freshmen and their parents,
is available on a special section
of the SUNYIT Web site:
www.freshmen.sunyit.edu.

• Offers students a distinctive education combining
classroom learning with work site and industry visits
that provide insight and experience in a variety of
industries and professions

• Connects students to their field of study through
faculty and alumni mentors

• Provides internship opportunities on-and-off-campus
• Engages leading companies and organizations, and

the dynamic people who lead them, through a
variety of projects, activities and events for students

• Links students with each other and the world through
state-of-the-art academic and residential communities

• Promotes students’ personal growth through a rich
and rewarding campus experience

The SUNYIT
Assurance
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SUNYIT, BU Announce
Electrical Engineering Program

SUNYIT President Dr. Mason H. Somerville speaks in Kunsela Hall Oct. 31, as SUNYIT and BU
announce a joint B.S. in  Electrical Engineering program. Seated are Binghamton University
President Dr. Lois B. DeFleur, U.S. Rep. Sherwood Boehlert and SUNYIT College Council Chair
Jim Brock, Jr.

Some of the region’s top
elected officials joined faculty
and staff in Café Kunsela as the
presidents of SUNYIT and
Binghamton University (BU)
announced a jointly registered
transfer program that will allow
SUNYIT students to earn a
Bachelor of Science degree in
Electrical Engineering from BU.

Dr. Mason H. Somerville,
President of SUNYIT, was
joined by BU President Dr. Lois
B. DeFleur in making the for-
mal announcement at a news
conference on October 31.
“This is an important step for-
ward in SUNYIT’s development
as the State University of New
York’s only institute of technol-
ogy,” Dr. Somerville told the
gathering. “It’s also a further
demonstration of SUNYIT’s
commitment to offer degree
programs that will aid in the
economic development of the
region and the state. Graduates
armed with a SUNYIT degree
in electrical engineering will be
an important part of our part-
nership with current and pro-
spective high-tech firms that
depend on a skilled workforce.”

Also taking part in the an-
nouncement were U.S. Repre-
sentative Sherwood Boehlert;
State Senator Raymond Meier;
two members of the State As-
sembly: RoAnn Destito and
David Townsend; SUNYIT Col-
lege Council Chair Jim Brock,
Jr.; School of ISET Dean Dr.
Orlando Baiocchi; and Charles
R. Westgate, dean of BU’s
Watson School.

Electrical Engineering is the
newest of 20 transfer programs
at SUNYIT. Students who have
completed two years of appro-

priate study at a community
college or other institution will
be eligible to transfer into the
new program, pending New
York State Education Depart-
ment approval, starting in fall
2003. Faculty from both insti-
tutions will participate in the
program; select classes will be
offered online while all course
offerings will be available on
the SUNYIT campus. The pro-
gram of study will lead to a
Bachelor of Science in Electri-
cal Engineering (BSEE) from
BU’s Thomas J. Watson School
of Engineering and Applied
Science.

Electrical engineers are part
of a broad discipline, working
in the traditional roles of de-
signing, analyzing and working
with electrical and electronic
systems, as well as being in-
volved with components and
system integration, information
technology and software devel-

opment, and function on
multidisciplinary teams. The
goal of the program’s electrical
engineering curriculum is to
provide the highest-quality
education in electrical engineer-
ing fundamentals.

SUNYIT’s School of Informa-
tion Systems & Engineering
Technology (ISET) currently
offers bachelor’s degree pro-
grams in Civil, Computer, Elec-
trical, Industrial, and Mechani-
cal Engineering Technology, as
well as in Computer and Infor-
mation Science, Computer In-
formation Systems, and Tele-
communications. It also offers
Master of Science programs in
Computer and Information Sci-
ence, Telecommunications and
Advanced Technology. Relevant
to the Electrical Engineering
program, ISET faculty have ac-
tive research programs in com-
puter engineering, communica-
tions and signal processing,

electromagnetics, controls,
quantum information systems
and information assurance, in-
cluding the areas of network
security, steganography, and
digital watermarking.

BU’s Thomas J. Watson
School of Engineering and Ap-
plied Science has an outstand-
ing reputation in the areas of
electronics packaging, comput-
ing technologies and intelligent
systems. The School’s disci-
plines include computer sci-
ence, computer engineering,
electrical engineering, me-
chanical engineering, industrial
engineering and system science
at the baccalaureate, master and
doctoral levels.
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Career Services Corner
My New Year’s Resolution:

Attend a Career Services
Alumni Workshop!

Just a reminder that Career
Services is an option for assis-
tance and information as you
begin or continue your job
search. Career Services can pro-
vide you with career manage-
ment support in the form of
information on assessment of
marketable skills, cover letter
and resume writing, interview-
ing, and job search strategies.
Register with Career Services by
visiting our WEB site at
w w w. s u n y i t . e d u / s a f /
career_services/. Once regis-
tered, a number of options are
available including individual
career counseling, resume refer-
rals from our database, and ac-
cess to our Web Job Listing.

Career Services will offer a
series of workshops designed
especially for alumni begin-
ning in January 2003. These
specially designed and interac-
tive workshops are targeted for
experienced professionals look-
ing to change a career, land a
job, and/or move up. Our
objective is to help alumni
identify and implement strate-
gies that will enhance their pro-
fessional success.

The following are tentative
workshop dates and topics.
Each workshop will begin at 6
p.m. with a light supper (net-
working opportunity!) served

at 5:30 p.m. Additional infor-
mation will be available on our
Web site in late December or
early January.

• Tuesday, January 28
Landing a Job

• Tuesday, February 4
Moving Up

• Tuesday, February 11
Changing Careers

FYI:  Career and Employment
Trends*

Top 5 employers by field:
educational services, account-
ing services, engineering
services, petroleum and coal
products, and retail/wholesale
trade.

Top 5 job functions:  man-
agement training, teaching,
design/construction engineer-
ing, sales, and accounting
(private).

Top 5 fastest growing occu-
pations:  computer software
engineer (applications and

systems software) computer
systems analysts, database
administrators, elementary
school teachers, and network
and computer systems admin-
istrators.

*source:  NACE’s “Spotline Online”

Hundreds of students and alumni
took part in October’s Career Fair
in the Campus Center gym.
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Annual Fund Pledge/Gift Form

Institute of Technology Foundation at Utica/Rome, Inc.
P.O. Box 3050 • Utica, NY 13504-3050
Phone: (315)792-7113 • Fax: (315)792-7266
E-mail: foundation@sunyit.edu

Yes, You have my strong support for SUNYIT. Please accept my tax-deductible gift to the
Annual Fund to help preserve and improve the distinctive features of the College’s educational
programs.

Method of Payment

I hereby pledge to the Institute of Technology Foundation the sum of: $

 I intend to pay my pledge as follows:
❍  semi-annually ❍  quarterly ❍  other (please specify):

❍ I have enclosed a check for $ payable to Institute of Technology Foundation.

❍ I prefer to charge my gift to my: ❍ VISA ❍ Master Card

Account Number # Exp. Date

Authorized Signature

Name(s)

(As you wish it to appear in the Foundation’s annual Honor Roll of Donors)

Address

City State Zip

Phone E-mail

Comments/Restrictions:

(please continue on the back of this form)

SUNYIT will hold an open house Saturday,
April 12, 2003, for prospective students and
their families. For more information, contact the
Office of Admissions.

Reception
3 p.m.

Graduates, their families and
guests are welcome to celebrate
the day with refreshments in
the SUNYIT Campus Center
Dining Hall.

December Commencement
To the sounds of bagpipes and drums, SUNYIT President Dr. Mason H. Somerville will lead the formal
procession into the Campus Center Gymnasium. Congressman James T. Walsh will address the graduates.

Academic
Awards Brunch
10:30 a.m.

Outstanding students and
their parents celebrate
academic achievement in the
Campus Center Dining Hall.

Commencement
1 p.m.

To the sounds of bagpipes
and drum, SUNYIT President
Dr. Mason H. Somerville will
lead the formal procession into
the Campus Center Gymna-
sium. Commencement will last
approximately two hours.

Mark Your Calendar!

Phone: (315) 792-7500
or 1 (866) 2 SUNYIT
or e-mail admissions@sunyit.edu.

Scheduled Events:

Making a donation or paying a pledge can now be done
online. To make a pledge, log on to www.sunyit.edu and use
the Quick Links option to select Online Payments. Follow the
instructions to make your payment either by credit card or
checking account through the secure server. You can make a
wide variety of other online payments too, including Alumni
Association dues and the alumni computer account access fee.

Online Donations - With the
Click of a Mouse
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PLEASE SEND ME MORE INFORMATION ABOUT:

❍ Matching Gift Programs

❍ Gifts that pay me income (Charitable Trusts and Annuities)

❍ Gifts of Appreciated Assets including Stocks & Real Estate

❍ Creating a Named Scholarship or other Endowment at SUNYIT

❍ Including the Institute in my Will or Trust

❍ I have already included SUNYIT in my estate plans

❍ Other:

The fiscal year begins July 1 and ends June 30. Please send your gift by
June 30 to ensure listing in the Foundation’s annual Honor Roll of Donors.

MATCHING GIFT PROGRAM
If you work for a company that matches gifts to higher education, you can double or
triple the value of your contribution by following your employer’s matching gift
procedures. Many companies match the gifts of spouses, retirees, and surviving spouses
of retirees in addition to gifts from current employees. Please contact your personnel or
human resources office for eligibility information and to obtain a matching gift form.
Enclose the completed form with your contribution. We will verify your contribution
and return the form to your employer, who will send the matching gift directly to
SUNYIT. We appreciate your efforts to maximize the available resources to ensure a
bright future for SUNYIT and its students.

Annual Fund Pledge/Gift Form (CONTINUED)

Institute of Technology Foundation at Utica/Rome, Inc.
P.O. Box 3050 • Utica, NY 13504-3050
Phone: (315)792-7113 • Fax: (315)792-7266
E-mail: foundation@sunyit.edu

SUNYIT Director of Athletics
Kevin Grimmer has announced
that David Katz, the highly suc-
cessful head coach of women’s
basketball at Mohawk Valley
Community College from 1995-
1992, has been named the new
head coach of women’s basket-
ball at SUNYIT.

“We are very pleased to add
David Katz to our Wildcat sports
program,” Grimmer said. “It’s an
enormous leap forward for our
women’s basketball team. Dave
is a quality educator and coach
and we believe his program-
building accomplishments at
MVCC will lead to a great future
for the Wildcats.”

Katz led the MVCC Hawks to
national prominence. In seven
seasons under his direction the
Hawks set numerous school
records, won three consecutive
Mountain Valley Conference
Championships, one Region III
Championship and made two
“Elite Eight” National Tourna-
ment appearances. His career

coaching record at MVCC was
147-48; he was named Mountain
Valley Conference Coach of the
Year four times and NJCAA Dis-
trict Coach of the Year twice.

Katz succeeds Shawn Lincoln,
who departed for a coaching po-
sition at Manhattanville College.
The SUNYIT sports program has
competed as SUNYAC’s sole two-
year upper-division institution,
but that will change next year.

“Now is an exciting time to
join SUNYIT as we enroll our first
freshmen class next fall,” Grim-
mer said. “Dave is a perfect fit for
us with proven abilities as a re-
cruiter of high school student-
athletes and his close ties to our
traditional transfer market – the
two-year schools across the
state.”

“I am very grateful and excited
to have the opportunity to work
with student-athletes in an
emerging four-year program that
will emphasize high academic
standards and athletic excel-
lence,” Katz said. “My goal will

SUNYIT Names Women’s Basketball Coach
be to have SUNYIT women’s bas-
ketball engender associations of
class, quality, integrity, self-

College Credit
for SUNY
Students!*

“Winterm”
is Jan. 2-17

FREE

Call or visit us online for
a course schedule.

1 (866) 2 SUNYIT
www.sunyit.edu

*Tuition waived for full-time students at SUNY
campuses except community colleges.

discipline, sportsmanship and
competitive spirit.”

Coach Katz works with SUNYIT women's basketball center Abby
Bordiuk.
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WINTER/SPRING 2003
NOVEMBER
Fri. 11/22 Utica College A 6 & 8  p.m.
Sat. 11/23 Tip-Off-Classic A 1 & 3 p.m.
MON. 11/25 HAMILTON H 7 P.M.
DECEMBER
TUE. 12/3 PLATTSBURGH H 8 P.M.
Sat. 12/7 Oswego A 8 p.m.
JANUARY
Sun. 1/4 Rinso Marquette A 6 & 8  p.m.
Sun. 1/5 Invitational

(Lebanon Valley, PA) A 1 & 3 p.m.
TUE. 1/7 UTICA H 7 P.M.
SAT. 1/11 BROCKPORT H 4 P.M.
TUE. 1/14 ONEONTA H 8 P.M.
Thur. 1/16 Cazenovia A 8 p.m.
Sat. 1/18 Cortland A 8 p.m.
TUE. 1/21 POTSDAM H 8 P.M.
Fri. 1/24 Buffalo St. A 8 p.m.
Tue. 1/28 New Paltz A 8 p.m.
FRI. 1/31 PAUL SMITH’S H 7 P.M.
FEBRUARY
Tue. 2/4 Plattsburgh A 8 p.m.
FRI. 2/7 GENESEO H 8 P.M.
SAT. 2/8 FREDONIA H 8 P.M.
Tue. 2/11 Potsdam A 8 p.m.
FRI. 2/14 MEDAILLE H 8 P.M.
Sat. 2/15 Fredonia A 8 p.m.
TUE. 2/18 NEW PALTZ H 8 P.M.
Fri. 2/21 Oneonta A 8 p.m.
SAT. 2/22 BUFFALO ST. H 4 P.M.
Coach: Tom Curle

NOVEMBER
FRI. 11/22 LADY WILDCAT H 6 & 8 P.M.
SAT. 11/23 TIP-OFF-CLASSIC H 1 & 3 P.M.
DECEMBER
TUE. 12/3 PLATTSBURGH H 6 P.M
Sat. 12/7 Oswego A 6 p.m.
JANUARY
Sat. 1/4 City College of NY A 5 & 7 p.m.
Sun. 1/5 Holiday Tournament A 1 & 3 p.m.
Tues. 1/7 Utica A 7 p.m.
Fri. 1/10 Hamilton A 6 p.m.
SAT. 1/11 Brockport H 2 P.M.
TUE. 1/14 ONEONTA H 6 P.M.
Thur. 1/16 Cazenovia A 6 p.m.
Sat. 1/18 Cortland A 6 p.m.
TUE. 1/21 POTSDAM H 6 P.M.
Fri. 1/24 Buffalo St. A 6 p.m.
Tue. 1/28 New Paltz A 6 p.m.
Thur. 1/30 Russell Sage A 7 p.m.
FEBRUARY
Tue. 2/4 Plattsburgh A 6 p.m.
FRI. 2/7 GENESEO H 6 P.M.
SAT. 2/8 FREDONIA H 6 P.M.
Tue. 2/11 Potsdam A 6 p.m.
FRI. 2/14 MEDAILLE H 6 P.M.
Sat. 2/15 Fredonia A 6 p.m.
TUE. 2/18 NEW PALTZ H 6 P.M.
Fri. 2/21 Oneonta A 6 p.m.
SAT. 2/22 BUFFALO ST. H 2 P.M.
Coach: David Katz

Wildcat Sports

Women’s BasketballMen’s Basketball

Men’s Baseball

Bowling
NOVEMBER
Sat. 11/2 Marist College, Poughkeepsie A
Sun. 11/3 Marist College, Poughkeepsie A
Sat. 11/16 Nittany Lion Kegler Classic A
Sun. 11/17 State College, PA

Fri. 11/29 National Team Match A
Sat. 11/30 St. Louis, MO
DECEMBER

Sun. 12/8 I-90 Invitational A
Syracuse, NY

Fri. 12/27 Colgate Invitational A
Sat. 12/28 Colgate Invitational A
JANUARY
 Sat. 1/18 SUNYIT Invitational, Rome, NY A
Sun. 1/19 MVCC Invitational, Utica, NY A
Sun. 1/26 Westchester Invitational A

White Plains, NY
FEBRUARY
Sat. 2/1 Empire State Collegiate Invit. A

Latham, NY
Sun. 2/2 SCCC Collegiate Invitational A

Schenectady, NY
Sat. 2/8 Mardi-Bob Dutchess Invitational A
Sun. 2/16 ACUI Region II, Syracuse A

MARCH
Fri. 3/7 - Spring Trip A
Sun. 3/16 Myrtle Beach
Sat. 3/22 Poly Tech. A (1) 1 p.m.
Sun. 3/23 Farmingdale A (1) 12 p.m.
Wed. 3/26 Utica A (1)   3:30 p.m.
SAT. 3/29 CORTLAND H DH 12 P.M.
SUN. 3/30 PLATTSBURGH H DH 12 P.M.

APRIL
TUE. 4/1 KEUKA H DH  1 P.M.
Sat. 4/5 Oneonta A DH 12 p.m.
Sun. 4/6 New Paltz A DH 12 p.m.
TUE. 4/8 CAZENOVIA H DH  2 P.M.
FRI. 4/11 HILBERT H DH 2 P.M.
SAT. 4/12 FREDONIA H DH 12 P.M.
Sun. 4/13 Oswego A DH 12 p.m.

FRI. 4/18 MEDAILLE H DH 2 P.M.
SAT. 4/19 BROCKPORT H DH 12 P.M.
Tue. 4/22 Union A (1) 3 p.m.
WED. 4/23 UTICA H (1) 3:30 P.M.
Sat. 4/26 Hilbert A DH 1 p.m.
Sun. 4/27 St.John Fisher A DH 1 p.m.
MAY 2, 3, 4 SUNYAC Championships
Coach: Kevin Edick

SUNY Institute of Technology’s 8th annual 5K Scholarship Run is Saturday, April 26, 2003, starting
at 9 a.m. The course follows a trail through the campus, into the woods and out again and past the
residence halls, ending at the Campus Center where a complimentary all-you-can-eat pancake break-
fast will be provided by Sodexho Food Service. Each participant will receive a t-shirt while supplies
last. For race information, call Scott Gorgas at (315) 792-7341.

5K Scholarship Run
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Andrew Herrick is CEO at CPS
Medical Supply and recently reno-
vated and opened a beachfront bed
& breakfast on Lewes Beach.

1977
Ernest Palmer is a probation of-
ficer with Broome County,
Binghamton, N.Y.

1979
John Reilly has opened J&R Re-
cording, a 16-track digital record-
ing studio in Owasco.  He has a new
CD, “Living on the Backroads of
America,” which went to No. 8 on
the American Independent Coun-
try Chart and three of his other
songs were used on the CBS-TV
soap opera “As The World Turns.”

1981
Mary Jo Burdick has been named
controller for the Oneida Indian
Nation’s Finance Department. She
oversees all accounting functions for
the Nation.

1982
Michael Lynch recently joined the
sales staff at Steven A. Skramko
Realty.

1983
Ray Villeneuve is partner and
president of Brown’s Feed in Frank-
fort, and is the owner of
Narrowsburg Feed and Grain and
Harbor Point mineral of Utica.

1985
Dawn Babbage has joined the
Jamestown Community College
faculty as an assistant professor of
nursing.

1986
Joel Mussman is president of
Smallrock Internet Services, Inc.

Edward Pascucci Jr. is an animal
control officer for Columbus City
in Columbus, Ga.

1990
Theresa Flemma, a certified finan-
cial planner and vice president with
M. Griffith Inc., New Hartford, N.Y.,
qualified for membership in
Putnam’s 29th Annual Golden Scale
Advisory Council.

1991
Jennifer Repard was named
Canandaigua Academy’s Outstand-
ing Woman Athlete of the class of
1987 when she was recently in-
ducted into the Canandaigua Acad-
emy Athletic Hall of Fame. Jennifer
was the first female CA basketball
player ever to score over 1,000
career points.

1994
Shawn Van Etten was named di-
rector of institutional research and
assessment at SUNY Cortland.
Shawn has been co-editor of the
book series “Research on Sociocul-
tural Influences on Motivation and
Learning,” and wrote numerous
professional articles. In 1996, he
and his family were presented the
Family of the Year Award for Cen-
tral New York by the Family Nur-
turing Center of Central New York.

LuAnn Voorhees has joined
Bassett Healthcare-Gloversville and
will see adult patients for primary
care, cardiology and women’s
health.

1996
Mary Zarnoch-Riley is a 4th grade
teacher at Oriskany Central School,
Oriskany, N.Y.

1997
Russell Cahill of Northwestern
Mutual Financial Network - The
Zoller Agency in Clayville, earned
his Chartered Life Underwriter des-
ignation from the American College
in Bryn Mawr, Pa. The CLU desig-
nation indicates Cahill is a special-
ist in retirement and estate plan-
ning, group insurance, employee
benefits, pensions and comprehen-
sive planning.

1998
Donna Murphy was promoted to
supervisor of third shift in the pro-
duction section of the receiver shop
at Remington Arms Co.

1999
David Leiching is an applications
engineer at Danaher Motion in
Amherst, N.Y.

Stacey Nelson is employed at
Mohawk Paper Mills as manager of
human resources. She will be re-
sponsible for employment, training,
industrial and labor relations, man-
agement of general human re-
sources. Stacey is also a registered
nurse.

Judy Rienbeck has been hired as
a school business manager at Can-
ton Central School.

Tricia Stica recently was promoted
from customer-relations represen-
tative to account executive at
Northland Communications, a
locally owned and operated
telecommunications company in
Utica, N.Y., and is responsible for
promoting the company’s products
and services.

2000
Deborah Hubbard is a human
resource recruiter at ACS in Utica,
N.Y.

Terence Phillips was recently
hired by Medical Management
Resources as a practice management
consultant.

Henry Schweitzer is a system
administrator at Utica Municipal
Housing.

Tricia (Terwilliger) Schweitzer is
employed as a payroll analyst at
Fleet Boston Financial in Rome,
N.Y.

Karen Scott won the New York
State Career Recognition Speakoff
sponsored by the Business and Pro-
fessional Women’s Clubs of New
York State in Cooperstown. Her
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topic was “Reach for Your Key to
Success.” Karen is a public relations
specialist at United Cerebral Palsy
of Utica.

Jessica Fontana has accepted a
position in the neo-natal intensive
care unit at Strong Hospital, Roch-
ester, N.Y. She will continue her
education in the pediatric neo-
natal nurse practitioner program at
the hospital.

ENGAGEMENTS
Michele Somorol-Baum ‘90 and
Thomas Hettler. A May 2003 wed-
ding is planned.

Christina Simione ‘90 and Justin
Sievers. A July 14 wedding was
planned. Christina is a network
analyst for the New York State
Office of Real Property Services.

Theresa Ach ‘92 and Douglas
Seeley. An October 19 wedding was
planned. Theresa is employed with
AFSA Data Corporation as a busi-
ness systems analyst.

Shannon Lyle ‘93 and David
Williams. Shannon is a claims
specialist at State Farm Insurance.

Nicole Blatt ‘94 and Joseph
Duncan. A summer 2003 wedding
is planned. Nicole is a pharmaceu-
tical manager at Johnson &
Johnson.

Richard Sents ‘94 and Stephanie
Martello. An October 12 wedding
was planned.  Richard is employed
at the Federal Reserve Bank of New
York.

Melissa Robertson ‘96 and Travis
Coon ‘97. A May 17, 2003 wedding
is planned. Melissa is employed by
The Sage colleges as a senior asso-
ciate director of graduate admission.
Travis is employed by Gurley Pre-
cision Instruments as a sales engi-
neer.

Heath Johnson ‘96 and Linda
Blom. An October wedding was
planned. Heath is a senior engineer
for Amphenol Aerospace in Sidney.

Derek Gross ‘97 and Tawnya
Kentile. A September 21 wedding
was planned. Derek is the data man-
ager for Vertis Media Marketing in
Clifton Park, N.Y.

Lisa Ann Jones ‘97 and Alexander
Panteli. A September wedding was
planned. Lisa is employed by
Choice Point Precision Marketing in
Andover, Mass.

Michelle Randall ‘98 and Jay
Sorrentino. Michelle is employed at
Faxton-St. Luke’s Healthcare.

Nicole Reed ‘99 and Timothy
McIntyre. An August 9 wedding
was planned.  Nicole is a registered
nurse at Faxton-St. Luke’s
Healthcare, Utica, N.Y.

Samantha Higgins ‘00 and Mark
Tiano ‘00. A May 31, 2003 wed-
ding is planned in Kingston, N.Y.
Samantha is a family consultant for
KidsPeace National Centers of New
York in Kingston. Mark is a civil
engineer for the NYS Department
of Transportation in Poughkeepsie,
N.Y.

Michele Lamphere ‘00 and Scott
Martin. A June 2003 wedding is
planned. Michele is an office
manager at Computer Connection.

Michael Motyle ‘00 and Kelly
Yule. A May 31, 2003 wedding is
planned. Michael is a computer
scientist at Oneida Research
Services.

Mary Jo Whitehead ‘00 and David
Uhl. A fall wedding is planned.
Mary Jo is a kindergarten teacher at
Holy Nativity Episcopal School,
Panama City, Fla.

Mark Williams ‘00 and Hilary
Wadas. A July 27 wedding was
planned. Mark is a manager at
Human Electronics Inc., Utica, N.Y.

Leanne Dellasala ‘01 and Thomas
McLaughlin. Leanne works for
Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield in
Middletown.

Kimberly Hodom ‘01 and John
Koscinski Jr. An August 16, 2003
wedding is planned. Kimberly is a
program manager at Unity House,
Ithaca.

Justine Knych ‘01 and George
Hutchings. A September 28 wed-
ding was planned. Justine is a reg-
istered nurse.

Willie Walls ‘01 and Natasha Hill.
A July 2003 wedding is planned.
Willie is a family advocate for
Mohawk Valley Community Action
Agency Inc.

Terry Armlin ‘02 and Jack Christ-
mas. A September 7 wedding was
planned.

1Cost for computer privilege is additional. 2 Cost for athletic membership is additional. 3Costs may be associated with some services.

Membership Dues:

Please make checks payable to: College Association

Annual ..................................................................................................... $25
Triennial .................................................................................................. $65
Lifetime (payable in installments) .............................................. $325

Member Benefits:
• Leadership Positions
• Library Privileges
• Computer account access1

• Athletic facilities use2

• Career Services support3

• The Buyer's Edge – consumer buying service
• Hertz Rental Car discounts
• Social and special events discounts
• Cingular Wireless discounted phone service
• Liberty Mutual Insurance discount program

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name ____________________________ Class Year _________

Social Security No. ____________________________________

Degree Program ______________________________________

Home Address: _______________________________________

___________________________________________________

Home Phone: ________________________________________

Home E-mail: ________________________________________

Work Address: ________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Work Phone: _________________________________________

Work E-mail: _________________________________________

Alumni

Association

Institute of         Technology

Membership:
❑ Lifetime ($325)

❑ 3-Year ($65 to 6/30/2005)

❑ 1-Year ($25 to 6/30/2003 )
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Vick ‘02. A June 14, 2003 wedding
is planned. Melinda is pursuing her
master’s degree in forensic
psychology at John Jay College and
William is employed by the New
York State Department of Transpor-
tation.

Tammi-Lynne Petrie ‘02 and
Terry Orr Jr. A May 3, 2003 wed-
ding is planned. Tammi-Lynne is
employed by Mutual of New York,
Syracuse, N.Y.

WEDDINGS
John Paye ‘85 and Lauralee
Zalewski, March 30. John is a
telecom systems engineer at AT&T.

Maria Mandich ‘86 and Mark
Palumbo, May 4. Maria is a clinical
manager at Rome Medical Group.

Peter Clough ‘90 and Susan
Carozza celebrated their 30th
wedding anniversary July 22.

Peter DiCesare ‘90 and Dana
Primarola, April 27. Peter is a
quality engineer at TECT-Utica
Corporation.

Michael Carbone ‘94 and Melinda
Benson, August 3. Michael is em-
ployed by MBNA Technology, Inc.
in Wilmington, Del.

Randall Pierce ‘94 and Shannon
Dinet, July 12. Randall is a com-
puter engineer for IMC Consultants.

Diana L. Finch-Griffin ‘95 and
Douglas Brazell, June 15. Diana is a
sales manager for Verizon Wireless.

Chad Judy ‘95 and Susanne
Reesen, March 2. Chad works for
City Bank of Rochester.

Kevin Purdy ‘95 and Karen
Loughnot, June 8. Kevin is em-
ployed by Verizon customer service.

Eric Sterling ‘95 and Megan Klar,
June 22. Eric is a manager at
Symeon’s Green Restaurant.

Thomas Cleary ’96 and Sarah
Coen, April 13. Thomas is em-
ployed as vice president of planning
at Manatee Community College in
Bradenton, Fla.

Mary Zarnoch ‘96 and Nathan
Riley, July 6. Mary is a 4th grade
teacher at Oriskany Central
Schools, Oriskany, N.Y.

Nicole Brown ‘97 and Douglas
Wilkie ‘97, April 14. Nicole and
Douglas both work for AT&T So-
lutions as senior network engineers
for Merrill Lynch in Raleigh, N.C.

Michelle Brown ‘97 and Matthew
Preddice, October 26, 2001.
Michelle is a computer systems
analyst.

Shannon Reddy ‘97 and Christo-
pher Peck, May 18. Shannon is an
underwriter.

Linda Schmidt ‘97 and Robert
Zimmerman, May 11.

Michael Delahunt ‘98 and Mandy
Kennedy, July 20. Michael is em-
ployed at Network Data Systems.

Scott Josephson ‘98 and Karen
Emerson, October 21, 2001. Scott
is attending SUNY Brockport.

Joel Mussman ‘98 and Arelis
Grefa, December 12, 1998.

Nicole Romeo ‘98 and Keith
Polcaro, August 10.  Nicole is em-
ployed by Cadaret, Grant & Co.

Tammy Croniser ‘99 and John
Appler, May 18. Tammy is a service
coordinator at Madison-Cortland
Arc, Oneida, N.Y.

David Leiching ‘99 and Paula
Leiching, August 11, 2001. David
is an applications engineer at
Danaher Motion.

David Petteys ‘00 and Jennifer
Wilder, December 1, 2001. David
is a New York State Trooper.

Tricia Terwilliger ‘00 and Henry
A. Schweitzer ‘00, April 20.

Jessica Broussard ‘01 and Darren
Lukach, June 15. Jessica is an
electrical engineer at Fellenzer
Engineering in Middletown, N.Y.

Jennifer Lupo ‘01 and Allen Hurd,
August 24. Jennifer is employed by
St. Luke’s Hospital, Utica, N.Y.

Patrick O’Connor ’01 and Laura
Hammond, May 31. Patrick is
employed by the Town of Kirkland.

Tracey Ann Page ‘01 and Edward
Walker II ‘00, June 22. Tracey is an
error processing representative at
NCI in Vestal, N.Y., and Edward is
a claims adjustor at Progressive
Insurance, Vestal.

Allison Passalacqua ‘01 and
Steven Ferrucci, May 18. Allison is
employed with Harold Nye Ford,
Inc., Oneida, N.Y.

Nicole LaBarbera ‘02 and Stephen
Mattson, June 15. Nicole is a secre-
tary at Power Line Constructors.

NEW ARRIVALS
Benjamin David Leiching, July 14,
to David ‘99 and Paula Leiching.

Jennifer Brooke Lively, September 8,
to Debra Lively ‘87.

DEATHS
Grace Davis ‘87
David Transue ‘91
Steven Steiner ‘98


