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New Classroom Building now under const ru ction t o be opened 
in September 1970. 

CONSTRUCTION .. . WOULD YOU BELIEVE ? ? 
by Dor inda Campbell 

Now tha t the weather is warming uP. everyone is becoming 
more aware of the construction that is going on, particularly ad
jacent to the girls' dormitories. Strange as it may seem, a dining 
hall to seat 500 people, five dormitories to house 1034 students 
and a recreation building, are all scheduled for completion there 
by December 1971. A new infirmary, an addi tion to the Hort. 
complex and the completion of the expansion area in the Special 
Services Building will also be completed. Other physical education 
facilities, a library, aid a uclassroom- laboratory-faculty office-
Instructional Resource building" are in the planning stages. Ad
di t ions to the outdoor a thletic facili ties are a lso being planned. 
Specifically, 6 it,ennis courts, 2 horse-shoe courts and a shuffleboard 
court. A NEW PARKING LOT WILL BE CREATED, TOO! 

According to Mr. Albie Harris, facilities-planning coordi
nator for the college, the full-t ime student enrollment expected 
here in 1975 will be 3500 students, (Current full-time enrollment 
for this academic year was 1646 students) 

In order to accomodate these people, many addi tional facili 
ties will be built. These include : 

1. Additional physical education facilities (field house) 
2. Addi tion to the Special Services Building for expanded 

non- teaching personnel 
3. Animal Science facili t ies as well as replacement of some 

of the older barns, 
4. A vocational building 
5. Additional maintenance facilities 
In view of the new Liber al Arts curriculum next fall . the 

college would also like to build a new science building. This, how
ever, as not as yet been approved by the Cen tral Administration. 

(Continued On Page 3) 

ACTIVATE '70 
by Darrell Johnson 

On March 20 and 21 an even t nesses related to g roups. The 
look place which proved to be participants made personal evalu
extremely rewarding for those alians of lheir relation and par
students and faculty who partici- ticipation effectiveness to their 
pated. The event was a Worl<shop particular groups. 
On Groups entitled Activate '70, Saturday we got down to the 
and was held at College Recrea- nitty grilly. Students and facuUy 
lion Area Ski Lodge. Activate '70 members were given a choice of 
was des igned to provide specific five major group problem arcas. 
solutions and the abili ty to create Each member attended one of 
specific solutions as per ta ining to these groups which eventually 
the problems that groups and offered specific solutions to their 
organizations have r igh t here at problem area. T he five problem 
Coby. T he Workshop was given areas were : 
its direction by two out of state I. How to insure freedom of 
experts and three of ou r own involvemen t by membcrs with in 
Coby faculty. Miss Tschumi, Mr. a h ighly structurcd orgunizulion. 
Governanti, from the Counseling II. How to involve the total 
Center, and Mr. Long , Assistan t group membership. 
Director of Student Activities, ill. Faculty and/or advisor 
were . the resource pemons from problem. The role of an advisor. 
Cobleskill. Mr. Sandy J enks, the I V. Conflict and confrontation 
Director of Counseling Services between members and sub-groups 
at Boston College and Mr. Danny within an organiwtion. 
Ciampu, a recen t graduate of V. How to strengthen leader
Boston College in the area of ship of a group and avoid forma
Organizational Developmen t, both tion of exclusive in-groups. Also 
experts in their field , were the including a procedure of develop
key· coordinators. ment and insurance of carry-

On Friday night the concern through of programs and group 
of the group was in the area of phiJosophy. 
helping ind ividua ls become better The Activate '70 report con
group members by discussing tains the solutions offered by the 
personal !:itrengths and wcuk- (Continued on Page 6) 

Sandy Jenks, Doug Long, and Dan Ciampa coor dinat e the 
activities at Activate '70. 
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EDITORIAL , 

With all the active organizations on campus, there is one 
that seems to be left in the dark. The Alumni Association is the 
largest active organization on campus, yet, very few of the students 
are aware of its activities, or even its existence. Every student 
who successfully completes 12 credits at Cobleskill is considered 
an Alumnus and automatically a member of the Association. It 
is ironic that the majority of the students on this campus are 
considered alumni, and are members qf an organization they don't 
even know exists. 

The Alumni Association is responsible for the Alumni Week
end, the publication of the Alumni News and is presently planning 
to work with the guidance office to assist students with transfe:r, 
or job opportunities. 

The Association is undergoing many changes in policy and 
administration. Don Stewart, President of College Union Board, 
Bob Yarborough, President of Student Government, and myself 
have been asked to work with the advisory board to assist with 
the renovations. The Association is trying to inspire the Alumni 
of Cobleskill to become more involved in the campus activities as 
well as the Association itself. The board is trying to bridge the 
gap between the student and the Alumni by informing the stu
dents of the activities of the Association and its activities. 

Support YOUR Alumni Association and participate in the 
Alumni Weekend festivities. You may see an old friend! 

Grace Frith 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

IMPENDING DISASTER 
by Ted Shepardson 

I just saw a movie on television which made me sick to 
my stomach! This movie delt with the smog of a large city. 
People kept on polluting the air, day after day, ignoring the warn
ings of people who knew the impending disaster. The disaster 
finally happened. The polluted air stayed right where it was for 
days on end ! Thousands of people died for simply breathing the 
air! 

So you see it took a disaster to open the eyes of everyone! 
Will it take a disaster such as this to open our eyes? For God's 
sake people, do something before it's too late! ! 
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GUEST ESSAY 
Rev. Edward Greg01'y is a noted speake?', 'author and leade?'. 

A g'l'aduate of Indiana University, he received his Mastm's Degree 
j1'om Fulle-f Sem'inar in Pasadena, Calif. after . 3 years [J?'aduate 
WO"k, He then w01'ked for 3 years with students at Purdue Uni
versity. FIe has spoken at UnivB1'sity of British Columbia, Notre 
Dame, Oxford and CambTidge in England, aid also Unive1'Sity of 
Californ-ia at Be'l'kle'/j. . 

Rev. Gregory will be speaking to faculty and students on 
7'uesday, April 28 - the time and place to be announced. 

BEYOND AGNOSTICISM TO A NEW PENTECOST 
by Edward Gregory 

During the past decade, th,e most popular position of 
students with regard to religion and God has beel) agnosticism. 
Unlike atheism, agnosticism doesn't deny the existence of God. 
It simply states that there mayor may not be a God, but we don't 
know for sure. In fact, agnostics say, we can't know, because such 
knowledge is at this time unavailable. Contrary to general opinion, 
there are relatively few atheists among students. By choosing to 
remain agnostic, they have left room for the possibility that there 
might be a God, but he is the agnostic, unknown, unknowable God. 

The "death of God" movement is but an outgrowth of the 
agnostic philisophy. In order for God to be dead, he must have 
existed in the first place. The "dead" God is still the unknown, 
unknowable, agnostic God. What is happening today among stu
dents is in direct answer to the honest agnostic belief. It is a 
spontaneous move in which students everywhere are discovering 
the reality of God for themselves. Their discoveries are not dis~ 
proving the truth of agnosticism, but rather carrying it to a con
clusion. The present spiritual renewal is not so much conflicting 
with agnosticism, as it is beginning where agnosticism has left off 
and is taking it beyond itself. 

This kind of openness reflects the true scientific spirit. The 
scientific spirit is several things, according to Dr. Cooper of the 
Biblical Research Society: " .... First of all, an open mind; second, 
readiness to gather all the facts whatever the cost; third, an 
impartial examination of all evidence and data with a view of 
ascertaining the truth, the whole truth; and nothing but the truth; 
and finally, courage to discard whatever is found to be untrue, to 
accept the newly discovered facts, and to act accordingly. To be 
otherwise minded is to be unscientific. To refuse to examine 
something because it is contrary to one's present views, or allow 
one's prejudices to overrule one's better judgment, is proof of an 
unscientific mind." 

Many of the faculty and students who are making this dis
covery are those who had long since left the church, having 
discovered what Gunnar Hoglund calls " ... the gap between what 
professing Christians preach and what they practice, the surrender 
to materialism, the bland indifference to a lost world where 10,000 
people die daily every day from malnutrition. .. They are dis
turbed by what they call 'organized Christianity,' an increasingly 
complex enterprise run .by a few people who they feel live in glass 
houses, working smugly with outmoded rules and providing no 
sense-making message for our day." These are finding how know
able Go!! is making Himself today, providing first-hand knowledge 
of Himself beyond agnosticism. This "updating of Christianity" 
into the 20th century is moving students willingly beyond agnosti
cism- beyond unbelief, skeptiCism aid doubt to voluntary belief 
aid trust. 

(Continued Ncxt Page) 
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In the present renewal. students are discovering the basic 
reason behind the ~ppearance of Christ in history. By entering 
the world as a person in J esus Christ, and living a life more 
notable and better documented than any of the other his torical 
figures, God was making Himself unmistakably knowable. He 
mad~ it unnecessary for anyone to ever have to say we can't know 
God. In this, He has gone beyond agnosticism. 

God's winds are blowing across the campuses today! The 
spiritual turbulence of Pentecost is being encountered on campuSE\s 
everywhere. There is a new excitement within Christendom on 
campus everywhere today. It is excitement on the scale of revolu
tion. The idea of revolution itself is not new or distinctiv~ in this 
age. The distinctive quality about today's revolution is that it is a 
spiri tua l revolution. The volcano beneath today's campus revolu
tion is a spiritual volcano. It is man's position atop' this spiritual 
volcano which is causing the spiritual restlessness. 

For this kind of restlessness of spirit, J esus prescribed a 
revolution of His own, a spiritual revolution. And today, many 
faculty and students are seeing this spiritual revolution happening 
in their own lives. It's the same revolution which Jesus prescribed 
to a II)an of brillance in the third chapter of the gospel of John. 
He told the man, Nicodemus, of a change so revolutionary that the 
only name for it was a "new birth." What could be more revolu
tionary than a man being born all over again? The kind of rebirth 
which Jesus was speaking about is a spiritual rebirth. The rest
lessness of the student generation which we see on every hand is 
the spirit within him crying out to be born, to be given life. 

Today God is moving to bring abou t . this regeneration, 
breathing the Holy Spirit upon this revolutionary generation, ' 
giving them birth and life. Early in 1967, at Duquesne University 
in Pittsburgh, scores of Roman CathOlic students gathered for a 
religious student retreat. Tbey had gathered for the weekend, and 
early in the retreat, the leaders met together privately to try and 
figure out how to "get things rolling" in the program. At the 
same time many of the students began gathering in the chapel 
upstairs as though some invisible force was drawing them there. 
One by one, the students began to become aware that there was a 
presence beside their own in the chapel, as God began to sovereign
ly pour out his Spirit in their midst. Some were driven to their 
knees by the weight of that presence and several were filled with 
the Holy Spirit. One agnostic student who had more or less just 
"happened" into the chapel, came to the front to ask what it was 
that he felt going on and what was happening to him. Later he 
received Jesus' new birth and the power of the Spirit. 

From Dusquene, this revolution spread among the Catholic 
faculty and stUdents of Notre Dame, Michigan State, Iowa State, 
University of Michigan and scores of other universities and 
colleges. . 

During this time, both Protestant and unchurched students 
have discovered their own spiritual fires being ignited by the Holy 
Spirit. At a smaller liberal arts college oi the East Coast, scores 
of students as well as administration and faculty members have 
been baptized in the Spirit. At schools like Purdue Uiiversity, 
the University of California at Berkeley, Yale University, the Uni
versity of Colorado at Boulder, the University of British Columbia, 
and Oxford and Cambridge Universities in England, groups of 
students whose lives have been revolutionized by the Holy Spirit 
meet weekly. Word comes almost daily from a new campus where 
students have freshly experienced the revolution of the Holy Spirit 
in a new Pentecost. The "God beyond reach" of the agnostics is 
coming within arm's length. The "unapproachable God" is ap
proaching faculty and students and stirring a campus revolution. 

Ed Gregory 

One of the many new buildings under construction, due for 
completion in 1971 on the Coby Campus. 

CONST .. . . W OULD YOU BELIEVE? ? - Con't from Page 1 

In reference to the construction this year, Alumni Hall will 
be taken down and replaced by a new classroom building, starting 
in July. The TeePee will be temporarily re-Iocated in the Coffee
house of Bouck Hall. With the exception of Frisbe Hall, the 
original building on the campus, every building on the quad will 
be demolished eventually. 

Of interest t.o freshmen in the Business and Nursery Educa
tion divisions is the January 1, 1971 completion date of the 
building in front of Frisbie Hall. That building will house business 
classrooms and laboratories and Nursery Education laboratories. 
Neither t he Nursery Annex or the Lark Street Nursery School 
will be replaced. This new building will simply be an additional 
facility for the expanding Nursery Education program. 

Other buildings, such as a combination snack bar and 
swimming pool behind Bouck Hall will be at least started by the 
time this year's freshmen class graduates. In fact, if you are a 
freshman, you are guaranteed to experience a great change in the 
enti're campus over the next year. Such change is certainly de
sireable in order to better educate and have room for the students 
of the 1970's and 80's. 

Mr . Governanti, Mr. Long, Miss Tschumi, Sandy Jenks, and 
Dan Ciampll discuss re.sults of the .pr ogram. 
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ALPHA LAMBDA PHI 
PROUDLY PRESENTS 

SPRING 
All students are cordially invited to help the Sisters 

celebrate Spring, 'The Time of the Season' 

Friday 9·2 - Ski Lodge 

Saturday 2·5 - Wine Blast at Ale House 

Saturday 9·2 - Dance at The Barn 

Sunday 1·5 - Carnival at Ski Lodge 

FLAMMABLE AND COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS 
by Ronald P. Nielsen, Safety Supervisor 

If you have taken courses in chemistry, the horticultural 
area, or agricultural engineering, you undoubtedly have worked 
with flammable liquids, While working with this material, were 
you aware of its potential dangers? In order to. understand this 
area a little better, some definitions are in order : 

1. A flammable and combustible liquid is any liquid having 
a flash point below 140° F. and having vapor pressure not exceed
'ing 40 psia at 100° F . 

2. The flash point of a liquid is the lowest temperature at 
which it gives off enough vapor to form an ignitable mixture with 
air and produce a flame when a source of ignition is present. 

3. Auto ignition temperature is the lowest temperature at 
which a flammable gas or vapor m~xture will ignite from its own 
heat source or a contacted heat surface without necessity of spark 
or flame. . 

4. F lammable liquids have a minimum concentration of 
vapor in air below which propagation of flame does not occur on 
contact with a source of igiition. This is the lower explosive limit. 
The upper explosive limit is where a maximum proportion of vapor 
or gas in air is above which propagation of flame does not occur. 

5. Flammable range is !he difference between the lower and 
upper flammable limits. 

6. Volatility is the tendency of a liquid to vaporize, 
F lammable liquids are divided into three classes. Class 1 

' liquids have flash points below 20° F . Class 2 liquids have flash 
pOints above 20° F. and below 70° F. Class 3 liquids have f lash 
points above 70° F. and below 200° F . 

Smoking should be strictly prohibited where there is storing 
of flammable liquids and suitable "No Smoking" signs should be 
posted conspicuously throughout the area. 

Static electricity should be controlled through bonding and. 
groundiig. Bonding is done to elimina te a difference in potential 
between obects. (Spark between tank and filler can.) Grounding 
is done to eliminate a potential between an object and the ground. 
(Spark between tank and ground.) 

Other hazards to watch for are that electrical equipment 
in these areas should be of an explosion-proof nature and tools 
used in !he area should be spark resistant. 

(Continued on Page 6) 

CURRICULUM CHANGES 1970 
by Dorinda Campbell 

At a recent conference in Albany, Dean White outlined 
several future plan~ for curriculum changes al Cobleskill. He 
~tated that Cobleskill is currently discussing a program with Farm
mgdale Ag. and Tech, on Long Island "whereby Cobleskill will 
develop the basic curriculum in agricul ture and natural resources 
(Providing training in the chemical field) to be supplemented by 
Farmingdale's Flight Training program." 

This would result in technicians with a background in Ag. 
and Naturad Resource Management plus flight accredidation so 
tha t fertilizers, insecticides, pesticides and herbicides could be ap
plied rationally and skillfully by such technicians, from -the air. 
Under this program, interested students in agriculture would take 
one semester at Farmingdale, or perhaps a summer session to 
complete their. cours.e requirements in this field. Similarly, stu
dents at Farmmgdale would come to Cobleskill. 
, Dean White also stated that Cobleskill is actively engaged 
m attempts to participate in the "State University's Overseas Aca~ 
demic Program." A prdgram for Cobleskill has been submitted 
fo r approval already and "there is at least one other program 
proposal for overseas study under development." Dean White 
argued that students at Ag. and Tech. colleges would receive as 
much benefit from such a program as any four year or graduate 
student. at a four year institution. For Cobleskill, such a program 
:V0~ld ~nc1ude one semester overseas rather than the four year 
mstItutlOns' program of one year. 

. Dean White also discussed the problem of "rigidi ty of cur~ 
nculums." The following is a direct quote from his presentation : 
HMost sensible students will not argue the fact that those who 
design the curr iculum know more than they do, but they will argue 
that no one knows better than they do, but they will argue that 
no one knows better than they do what they want to do with their 
lives .. . . 1 can report that we now have three curriculums on our 
campu~ whic~ allow a student a freedom of choice so that he, along 
WIth hIS adVIsor, may design a curriculum which sui ts the student 
as far as he knows and understands his goals at the present time." 
Since the time that this statement was presented the number of 
curriculums which have become more flexible has increased to 
four (4). These include Ag. BUSiness, Food Service Accounting 
and Science Lab Technology. ' 

(Continued 011 P ;;lgC 6) 

Responsible Leadership 
Are YOU Interested? 

ELECTIONS FOR 
PRESIDENT, VICE· PRESIDENT AND 

TREASURER OF 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT' 
TUESDAY, MAY 5, 1970 

Candidates Must : 

1) Have 20 accumulative average 

2) Give qualification speech before 
Freshman Student Government 
reps. 
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ENIDI E K NO 
The Senior Class of 1970 

presents 

"THE MAGIC GARDEN" 
. FRIDAY, MAY 8-

Senior Ball at the Thruway Hyatt House, Albany, New York 
Tickets: Seniors $2, Freshman $3 Per Couple 

Tickets will be on sale April 29 and 30 in the Dining Hall. 
Voting for King and Queen will also take place at this time 

Dress for Gentleman - Suits, Ladies - Gowns 

SATURDAY, MAY 9-
, Seniors Dance at The Barn 

Discount rate for all Senior Ball ticket holders 

SUNDAY, MAY 10-
Folk Musie Festival on the lawn in hont of Prentice 1-6 P.M. 

ALL STUDENTS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 

SENIOR WEEKEND ACTIVITIES 

5 



HILL WHISPERS Friday, April 24, 1970 

CONVOCATIONS AND FINE ARTS COMMITTEE 
ANNOUNCES COMING EVENTS 

April 22-24 - "Oh Dad, Poor Dad .... " - Bouck Theatre -
8:00 P.M. 

April 29 - College Chorus Concert - Bouck Theatre 
8 :00 P.M. 

May 4 - June 8 - Ralph DellaVolpe Show - "The Beach" 
Art Center 

May 4 - Opening of DellaVolpe Show; Lecture - "You Don't 
Know What You're Missing" - Art Center - 7:30 P.M. 

May 7 - Film: David Copperfield - Bouck Theatre 
8:00 P.M. 

May 12 - Lyn Lifshin - Poetry Reading - Art Center 
8:00 P.M. 

May 14 - Recital of Vocal Music - Bouck Theatre - 8 :00 P .M. 
May 19 - Reading Theatre - Bouck Theatre - 8:00 P.M. 

A SPARK 
by Argus 

Ever watch a fire, how it starts 
with one little spark and grows. 
It grows until it has engulfed all 
around it, raging with great force 
and heat. Letting no man stand 
in its way. Surging upward leap
ing to be free. 

There is one such fire in my
,self. It started by one small 
spark and now grows even bigger 
with each thought I take. I~ 
leaps from me, too. It's leaping 
now. Please let it catch you. 

SHARING 
by Martha Nevergold 

By sharing and expressing 
Our deepest feelings 
Can we only achieve a 
True friendship that 
Time, and Death can never 
break. 

THE SEARCH 
by Neal Hannon 

We search for love, 
We search for understanding, 
Ultimately. we search for 
a meaningful place in the world 
that soon will be ours. 

REMEMBER 
by Ann Webster 

REMEMBER 
the time you ran away. 

REMEMBER? 
ida. 
floating along on your 

REMEMBERING cloud. 
you left me. 

did you mean it that time ... 

REMEMBER me now, while you 
have your fUn in your own little 
way. 

REMEMBER 
the time you ran away-

ACTIVATE '70 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Workshop in these areas. The 
Student Activities Office suggests 
that each Group Officer and 
Advisor have one of these valu
able reports. They are available 
from Mr. Loqg at his office in 
Bouck Hall. 

Each 01 the 60 students and 10 
faculty attending the day and a 
half workshop did not attend a 
lecture seminar. Members of the 
Workshop participated in finding 
relevant solutions as to specifics 
of group and organizational prob
lems at Cobleskill. The next 

. workshop is scheduled lor F all 
1970, the experience was valuable 
education and very much worth 
time- and energy spent by leaders 
and participants. 

CURRICULUM CHANGES 1970 Con't from Page 4 

. One curriculum that the college would like to offer soon is 
that of "Fish and Wildlife Technology." According to Dean White, 
this program uwould be unique not only in New York State but 
among the very few, if any, in this country at the two year level." 
Unfortunately, although a formal proposal for such a program has 
been 8ubmitted to Albany, no word has yet been received on its 
approval. In conjunction with this, it should be stated that the 
title of the Division of Agriculture at tsis college has been changed 
to Division of Agriculture and Naturad Resources. 

Other curriculum changes are also taking place, such as in 
the SLT program where students may now be qualified as tech
nicians in the field of natural sciences. Also, changes are being 
planned for the future of the college. If you are interested in 
obtaining more information about program changes see Dr. Paul 
White, Dean of Instruction. 

Note : Beginning September 1970, there will be 2 representa
tives, from your Student Government on the curriculum committee 
at this college. 

FLAMMABLE & COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS - Con't from Page 4 

Besides being flammable, most combustible liquids are also 
toxic; this means that all the safeguards pertaining to toxic ma
terials should also be put into effect such as proper ventilation, etc. 

U you work with these materials, do not hesitate to check 
with your instructor to make sure that aU proper safety pre
cau tions are being taken. 

our OF PLAC.E 
\r SEe»\. or;. ~ ! 
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