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PEACE ON EARTH 

The Spirit of Christmas-'Peace On Earth, Goodwill Toward 
Men'-WiIl be conveyed at the last Moratorium Day of the 
year - December 24th. 

WE WERE THERE 
by Peg McCarthy 

The trip to Washington was an experience that's hard to 
describe. It started when the students who worked on the October 
Moratorium decided to charter a bus to Washington for the No
vember march. We had some money from button selling, the 
Afro-American Society donated money and some 01 the faculty 
members donated money .0 we got our bus. 

As soon as we got on our bus we knew it was going to be 
a different kind of week-end. The 'bus driver was a young bearded 
and belled guy. He had a stereo tape deck set up in the bus so 
we had sounds to help make the 8 hours of driving less 01 a drag. 
Everyone who brought food or candy shared it and it was like a 
return to the Woodstock way of living. We didn't know what to 

expect so we just waited and finally about midnight we arrived 
at our designated mobilization center which was in a church. 
We were processed along with thousands of other Americans that 
cold Friday night.. They said we could stay in a group and go 
to George Washington University. We walked and it seemed like 
everyone else was walking, trying to find a place to spend the 
night. We got to the university and went in the .lounge of the 
girls' dorms which are open 24 hours. People were all sleeping 
on the chairs and floor while others were just milling around 
aimiessly. We were told to go down to the cafeteria in the base
ment and then taken to a small snack bar type room where we 
spent the night. It was sort of coid and there was a rock band 
playing in the cafeteria next door most of the night sO some slept 
and others just sat up and rapped with people all night. We heard 
the March Against Death was still going on so some of us walked 
a few more blocks to see it. We came upon the silent solemn 
line of people with candles marching through the night. They 
had roughly a mile or more to go in their walk from Arlington 
National Cemetery past the White House and then on to the 
capitol. They each had the name of a dead American G. I. or a 
demolished Vietnamese village hanging from their necks. The 
line oC humanity went endlessly down the street and we had to 
join the march even though we had no names. We- talked quietly 
with some and fed other cold hungry marchers some soup we had. 
We kept walking and finally reached the Capitol where there were 
coffins lined up and the marchers walked by them and put the 
name in the coffin. This really brought the war home to us; when 
we sawall these people were dead and they weren't just numbers. 
The marchers were close to these dead G. I.'s; some were parents, 
wiyes, relatives and friends. We said good-morning to a man and 
he said, "It would be a better morning if 40,000 Americans were 
still alive." . 

In the morning We went to the Capitol Mall to get lined up 
for the march at 8: 00 Saturday morning. It was clear and bright 
and very cold. People kept coming until there was just a solid 
mass. It was very hard to organize so many people but It was 
atte'."pted by having groups such as: ve~erans, businessmen, uni
versIty students, people from mid-AtlantIc states, draft resisters, 
etc. We waited to get moving and got progressively colder. Our 
group got broken apart in the masses of people. Some of U8 

waited until noon to march whUe others went ahead to the rally. 
The crowds carried flags, banners, and Signs. We marched finally 
chanting "Peace Now" and "1-2-3-4 Tricky Dickie stop the war!" 
The march was peaceful and the cops just stood by the curbs and 
watched. At the end of the march was a fantastic rally at the 
Washington Monument with Mrs. Coretta King, Timothy Leary, 
Abbey Hoffman, Arlo Guthrie, Pete Seeger, Peter, Paul and Mary 

(Continued P.age 2) 
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and the cast of the Broadway show "Hair." It was a lively show 
and the crowd sang and danced along with the music and generally 
enjoyed what was happening. 

Alter the rally everyone dispersed to find food and warmth! 
We all managed to find our way back to the Church where our 
bus was by midnight. There were several demonstrations which 
Borne of our group went to see. They found radicals were throw~ 
ing paint On the Justice Department and cops were therefore 
throwing tear gas and chasing people with their cycles. The only 
tear gas the rest of us witnessed was thrown not by the cops but 
by some of the more radical SDS and Blanck Panther factions. 
They were trying to make things chaotic so there would be trouble 
but the people just went to their buses and got on Instead of 
joining the trouble. We got on our bus and went to sleep and 
woke up In Cobleskill early Sunday morning. We had seen a lot 
of beautl!ul people who cared about their country and I don't 
think any of us will forget the week-end. We'll keep the names 
of the dead in our hearts and the unchanging cold Capi tol in our 
minds. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Mr. Grlssino's letter presented some interesting food for 

thought, but the buffet on the whole was somewhat indigestible. 
Points put fdrth as either universal truths or specific truths 

seeme9 to me to be nothing but irresponsible innuendoes geared to 
elicit emotional rather than rational response. Presumably, Mr. 
Crissino has facts to substantiate his insinuations; however; he 
doesn't present them. How can one deal logically with vagary? 
A visit to the library and a familiarization with the facts sur· 
rounding the Sacco-Venzetti case may plead my cause better than 
I could in the space provided here. 

Among certain points which deserve immediate and specific 
attention is the idea that causes which have confronted us may 
be "created." It is unfortunate that this suggestion upstages the 
idea that the causes may be very real, absolutely significant. I 
suggest Mr. Grissino and those whom he represents read IIA Plea 
for the Freedom of Dissent" by J udge Learned Hand, Students 
Without Teachers by Harold Taylor, "On the Duty of Civil Dis
obedience" ,by Thoreau, and "When Civil Disobedience is Justlfl
able" by Kelman (the last two of these in a freshman reader 
readily available on campus). 

Another area which deserves notice concerns the relation· 
ship between the professor's classroom and academic · freedom. 
This "sacred sanctuary of the podium" is such because it allows 
the free discussion of any of a number of controversial issues-
even if these .... topics are not matters of personal persuasion. If this 
privilege is questioned, who w41 tell us what can and cannot be 
discussed? Here I would recommend 1984 and Animal Farm by 
Orwell, Bmve New World by Huxley, and Teaching as a Subver
sive Activity by Postman and Weingartner. 

Mr. Grissino's letter causes the same kind of uneasiness that 
I felt when I recently heard talk about "effete, impudent, intel
lectual snobs." Let us hope the college experience is more mean· 
ingful, that it transcends the narrow, partisan, bucolic pOint of 
view expressed in this letter. 

I encourage Mr. Grissino to pursue his critical evaluation · 
of important issues, but urge him to be not only more precise, but 
more appreciative of what truly makes our nation great. It is 
true that these are trying times-not only for the students, but 
for all Ame,ricans-and in stress we all tend to rim in different 
directions. However as John Steinbeck suggests In America and 
Americans, and as Rollo May most recently adds in Love and WiU 
the very fact that we are moving is a .significant hope that ou; 
problems can be solved. It is inaction We have to fear, for that 
suggests despair. 

G. Aiuise 
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Students and Faculty sing their Holiday Greetings to tbe townspeople - Wednesday night 
during the annual 'Snake Dance' through town and Caroling on the steps of the Augnstan. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Continued 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Fun And Games In The Cafeteria Or 

Where Will We Sit? 

The caleteria here at Coby is the one place where everybody 
gets together sooner or later. A mere percentage of the two 
classes may attend the social functions sponsored by and for the 
"entire" student body; however, the present system at Coby gives 
one little choice about attending dinner. 

Misery i8 waiting in line behind 500 picky eaters, who can 
not seem to decide between asparagus and peas, and when it is 
ilnally your turn you realize you have left your prized meal 
ticket in your other pocket. I never thought my "meal ticket" 
would literally be a wrinkled piece of paper, but then the food it 
provides has been surprising, to say the least, also. What really 
draws my attention is the social aspect of the caIeteria, not the 
food. Some people will skip a meal or two, because their stomach 
is not quite well (or perhaps they are pledging); however it is 
my stiff neck which inhibits my attendance. I'm the annoying 
pest that keeps staring at you while you try to prevent the entire 
top of your pizza from coming of!, and hitting you in the chin. 

SOl1;lehow though the cafeteria has "class", and I am no~ 
referring to the term that originated in the thirties. It has been 
divh;led into groups (classes) 01 dillerent types 01 people. By 
typ~s I mean people ' with aimllar economic, locIal, and relli\oUl 

backgrounds; who therelore find the same things amusing, read 
the same books, see the same movies, and go to the same places. 

As one faces Wheeler Hall, for example, the extreme right 
side of the caleteria seats the group of radical students who were 
active during the peace moratorium. To the left of this area (in 
Iront of the fruit drink dispensers, but not beyond the mIddle 
line) the Iraternities hold their clannish get togethers; never 
eating supper aIter six o'clock on a week day. Still moving to 
the left one finds a group of assorted types; first, and closest to 
the midline, the sorority girls, then frosh boys (who have yet to 
pledge), introverts, and a generally less aggressive group. Sitting 
at the tables against the windows facing Wheeler Hall, is a large 
segment of the student body popularly called "Blacks" in ' recent 
years. Not to be left out is the favorite standing place outside 
the scullery door, (at the top of the stairs) where students linger 
to talk with friends, or look o'(er the scene before finally leaving. 

I will be the first person to admi t that all this stretches a 
point, but maybe students will see the need to seek different 
seats at the unfortunately only all inclusive (in shilts) social 
gathering. More than likely the crowd forces you to sit in some-

. one elses so called "section" anyway. Purposely seeking people 
one feels would have different or even conflicting viewpoints has 
got to be benencal; especially it one remains objective. Maybe 
these distinctions I .eo are more a part of my all too active (or 
so I have been told) imagination then I realized. In any case 
we are together eating in the caIeteria, and like It or not It i8 
the one and only "social" function just about everyone sooner 
or later attends. 

N aney J. ChIarello 
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GIFTS FOR EVERYONE IN 

THE FAMILY! 

• FREE GIFT WRAPPING 
• STUDENT CHECKS CASHED 
• BIGGEST APPLIANCE SELECTION IN THE 

COUNTY 
• LAY-AWAY NOW FOR XMAS 
• ALL TYPES OF GOODIES FOR GIFT 

GIVING 

SELKIRK HARDWARE UNION STREET 
COBLESKILL 

The College Bookstore 
would like to 

thank everyone 

for making the 

4th Annual Christmas 

Open House 

a huge success! 

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! 

SAFETY SHORTS 
by Ronald P. Nielsen. Safety SUperviSOl' 

We have heard constantly about the term air pollution and 
another type of problem seems to be emanating throughout our 
society and that is noise pollution. We appear to be living in a 
world that is constantly getting more · noisy as time goes on. This 
is due to the fact that there are more people, more machines, and 
a lot more of evel'yth'ing else. 

It has been said that the nobie level on any major highwa y 
in the United States is close to 120 decibels which is the threshold 
of pain; this means if you are exposed to this level of noise fm' 
an extended period of time. you could lose the sense of hearing. 

Noise has the following effects on man: 
1. Psychologically it can star tle. annoy and disrup t con· 

cen tration, sleep, or relaxation. 
2. I t interferes with communicat ion by speech and as a 

consequence an interference with Db and saIety performances. 
3. It can produce induced loss of hear ing. aural pain, nausea , 

anti in some cases' reduced muscular controL 
Now you are probably wondering what can I do to reduce 

levels of noise in my immedia te environment (school, home, or on 
the job ). There are a number of ways thi~ can be done : 

1. You can isolat.e yourself from the noise, tha t is place 
yoursell in an area remote from the noise if this is possible. 

2. You can insulate a machine to reduce vibration. This is 
done through proper mounting to eliminate transmission of sound 
vibra tion to the floors and walls. 

3. You can control noise by absorption. Noise produced at 
a central source tr avels out in all directions. If a sound obsorp· 
tion material can be put on walls, this can reduce noise exposure 
considerably. 

4. You can subs titute less noisy machines. 
5. You can reduce the exposure time to the noise. 
6. You can ' use personal protection against noise; this can 

be in the form of ear plugs or ear muffs. It has been shown that 
such devices can reduce the level of noise 25·40 decibels. 

Let's hope that increased technology will eventually elimi
nate this problem. Unfortunately we can not assume that this 
will come to pass, but in the meantime we should take steps to 
insure our o"'fn welfare and that of our fellow man. 

The Horticulture Department presented a Flower Show on 
Dec, 9 - thii display was in Bouck HaU Lobby. 
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MOTHER COURAGE AND HER CHILDREN 
November 19th thru the 21st the Little Theater Drama 

Group presented the dramatic and serious slage play "Mother 
Courage and Her Children" at Bouck Theater. The play succeeded 
in showing the futility of war. Mother Courage, portrayed by 
Elizabeth Paul, was the tragic antiheroln who made her living 
selling supplies to the two opposing sides during the Thirty Years 
War between Sweden and Poland (1624·1636). When peace Is 
announced, the. hardened and selfish Courage is grieved, rather 
than overjoyed, because she will lose money on fresh supplies. 
When her three children die as a result of the war, however, she 
accepts it as necessary. Mother Courage is symbolic of nations 
that blinclly think there is much to gain by war, but are actually 
suffering great losses. Mother Courage is really anything but 
courageous i rather sh!=! is fearfull of the change and uncertainty 
that peace may bring. The worlds bravest heros have always been 
shown fearlessly leading tseir troops to battle. The play shows 
that the true hero will endeaver to stop these battles. 

The play showed the hipocracy of a war with a religious 
cause. Kenneth Hurlbut was well cast as the chaplain; since his 
voice alone, shrill and quaking, convinces one he is a hipocrate. 
The chaplain believes the war has a worthwhile cause, (religious 
beliefs) but actualiy the truly religiOUS people of the world see the 
evil in wars no matter what the cause. One is left doubting the 
supposed righteousness of the m!J.iy causes for wars. 

Sharon Johnson was conVincing in her portrayal of Cour
age's mute daughter, Catherine. She was well directed in her 
starring quality; for although it was clear she was not blind, it 
added to the believability of her muteness. She was symbolic of 
the minority of people, especially in a democracy where the often 
ingnorant majority rules, who want desperately to end war; but 
for all their effort are never really heard. Perhaps she was the 
plays true suffering heroin. 

Tsroughout the play one is not aware of the technical 
aspects. If one has to concentrate after seeing a play about the 
sound effects, lighting, and costumes it proves they were good; 
and naturally added to the total effect of the play. Mother 
Courage's . supply wagon seemed to be quite a worthwhile ac· 
complishment; since so much of the action centered around it. 
Pictures flashed on the wall between scene changes would have 
been effective even without any relation to the play, because they 
kept ones interest and attention during the necessary breaks. They 
were highly effective, however, in clarifying the idea that all 
wars are the same: destructive to man rather than constructive. 
They were pictures of the present war in Viet Nam and World 
War II, and the people who suffered during them like characters 
in the plays following scenes. 

One might of left the play wishing all men everywhere 
could see and hear it, so they might feel the same way about 
war's futilness. Then one doubts it would be of any avall, be
cause war has always been. One may have clIfferent views of 
the play's antiwar theme, but one would certainly have been left 
thinklng. 

Nancy J . Chiarello 

In Sickness and in Health-

PIERCE'S PHARMACY 
RAYMOND E. KOLTS, Reg. Pharm. 

Drugs -:. Prescriptions .:. Cosmetics 

FREE Film with development. Ask us for details 

30 MAIN STREET OOBLESKILL PHONE 234·3683 

THANKS TO EVERYONE 
ON THE HILL 

FROM ALL YOUR NEIGHBORS 
IN THE VALLEY 

I 

I 

I 

: 
: 

: 

To the Student Body-Staff and Faculty I 

For Your Outstanding Activities .1 

• Another National Blood Donation Record 

• Volunteer Work At The Hospital 

• A Well Planned Parents Weekend and Parade 

• The General Feeling of Goodwill Between The 
College Community and The Residents of the 
Cobleskill Community 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

COBLESKILL AREA 

II 
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It was sunny and the people 
did rise and sink in the waves 

all bloody were the battle fields 
and yet new wars are waged 

yet these wars 
that are often fought and made 

will advance forward 
then retreat thru the age 

all this blood 
should make men more seige 

bu t all these solemn wars 
will drive humanity Its grave. 

It was sunny and the people 
did rise and sink in the waves 

all bloody are the battle fields 
and yet new wars are waged. 

Humanity is people 
But people are not all humane 

Society may reject you 
and you do society the same 

Alienated are we people 
who live in this harsh world 

Alone are we as we implore one another 
For every man needs help in this world 

But society is the stubborn wheel 
that always turns you away. 

It was sunny and the people 
did rise and sink In the waves . 

All helpless are these people 
alone-and afraid. 

D. Davis 

Big Skiing Cost Break 
For College Students 

College students. from would~ 

be skiers to experts, w!IJ be able 
to ski for a lot less money this 
sea'ion, under a new plan an
nounced jointly by a , large group 
of Northeastern ski areas and the 
Studerit Ski Association. 

For the first time, special rates 
for college, grad, and professional 
schoQl students are being made 
available through a "Student Ski 
Card" program. 

The plan works as follows: on 
any non-holiday weekday (from 
Monday through Friday) 's col
legian with n Student Ski Card 
will pay only one half of the 
regular weekend cost for his lift 
ticket and (if he wishes) ski 
lesson and rented ski equipmen t. 

On weekends and holidays he 
will save at least $1 on his aU
day all-lift ticket. 

Such prominent areas us Mt. 
Snow and Jay Peak, VL, Vernop 
Valley, N. J., nnd Mt Cranmore, 
N. H. have joined with 20 other 
ski resorb; all over New England, 
New York, and New Jersey to 
make these reduced rates avavil
able to collegians. 

Like the airline youth-fare card. 
the Student Ski Card costs $3.00 
and entiUes the user to substan
tial savings. Students wanting a 
card or a complete list of partici
pating areas should write to the 
Student Ski Association, 1138 
High Court, Berkeley, Calif. 94708 
or to the Eastern office at N. 
Grove ~t., Rutland, Vt. 05701, 
Attn.: Mr. Kim Chaffee. 

1970 Calendar 
To Be Scheduled 

On Wednesday, January 7, 
1970 at 6 :30 p.m. in the meet
ing room of Bouck Hall, there 
will be a meeting to set up 
the activities calendar for the 
spring semester. Many tenta
tive dates have been set up 
and we wish to have these 
confirmed. Bring your plans 
with you. 

Sec you there on January 
7th ~t 6:30 p.m. 

Where To Write 
To Air Your Gripe 

Questions about and com
ments on the draft and defense 
department policy should be 
directed to: Directorate For 
Community H.eiations. Ofticr> 
Of The As~istant Secretary Of 
Defense For Public Affairs. 
Room 1 E77G, The Pentagon. 
Washington, D. C. 20301 

GREENE'S SHOE 
STORE 

LATEST STYLES 

REASONABLE PRICES 
Main Street 

COBLESKILL, N. Y. 

AVOID THE RUSH! 
STUDY NOW FOR FINALS 

AND 
BEST OF LUCK! 

TIMOTHY MURPHY 
BAKE SHOP 

BIRTHDAY CAKES 
PARTY CAKES 

, 

Pies Cookies Cakes Donuts 
Open 7-Days a Week 

CHARLES MILLER, Prop. 
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