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HILL WHISPERS

MOTHER COURAGE AND HER CHILDREN

November 19th thru the 21st the Little Theater Drama
Group presented the dramatic and serious stage play “Mother
Courage and Her Children” at Bouck Theater. The play succeeded
in showing the futility of war. Mother Courage, portrayed by
Elizabeth Paul, was the tragic antiheroin who made her living
selling supplies to the two opposing sides during the Thirty Years
War between Sweden and Poland (1624-1636). When peace is
announced, the hardened and selfish Courage is grieved, rather
than overjoyed, because she will lose money on fresh supplies.
When her three children die as a result of the war, however, she
accepts it as necessary. Mother Courage is symbolic of nations
that blindly think there is much to gain by war, but are actually
suffering great losses. Mother Courage is really anything but
courageous; rather she is fearfull of the change and uncertainty
that peace may bring. The worlds bravest heros have always been
shown fearlesgly leading tseir troops to battle. The play shows
that the true hero will endeaver to stop these battles.

The play showed the hipocracy of a war with a religious
cause. Kenneth Hurlbut was well cast as the chaplain; since his
voice alone, shrill and quaking, convinces one he is a hipocrate,
The chaplain believes the war has a worthwhile cause, (religious
beliefs) but actually the truly religious people of the world see the
evil in wars no matter what the cause. One is left doubting the
supposed righteousness of the maiy causes for wars.

Sharon Johnson was convincing in her portrayal of Cour-
age’s mute daughter, Catherine. She was well directed in her
starring quality; for although it was clear she was not blind, it
added to the believability of her muteness. She was symbolic of
the minority of people, especially in a democracy where the often
ingnorant majority rules, who want desperately to end war; but
for all their effort are never really heard. Perhaps she was the
plays true suffering heroin.

Tsroughout the play one is not aware of the technical
aspects. If one hag to concentrate after seeing a play about the
sound effects, lighting, and costumes it proves they were good;
and naturally added to the total effect of the play. Mother
Courage’s . supply wagon seemed to be quite a worthwhile ac-
complishment; since so much of the action centered around it.
Pictures flashed on the wall between scene changes would have
been effective even without any relation to the play, because they
kept ones interest and attention during the necessary breaks. They
were highly effective, however, in clarifying the idea that all
wars are the same: destructive to man rather than constructive.
They were pictures of the present war in Viet Nam and World
War 1II, and the people who suffered during them like characters
in the plays following scenes.

One might of left the play wishing all men everywhere
could see and hear it, so they might feel the same way about
war’s futilness. Then one doubts it would be of any avail, be-
cause war has always been. One may have different views of
the play’s antiwar theme, but one would certainly have been left
thinking.

Nancy J. Chiarello

In Sickness and in Health—
PIERCE’'S PHARMACY
RAYMOND E. KOLTS, Reg. Pharm.

Drugs -:- Cosmetics
FREE Film with development. Ask us for details
30 MAIN STREET .OS)BI.ESKILI. PHONE 234-3633

Prescriptions  -:-

We ne
Appreciative!

THANKS TO EVERYONE
ON THE HILL

FROM ALL YOUR NEIGHBORS
IN THE VALLEY

To the Student Body-Staff and Faculty
For Your Qutstanding Activities
Another National Blood Donation Record

Volunteer Work At The Hospital
A Well Planned Parents Weekend and Parade

The General Feeling of Goodwill Between The
College Community and The Residents of the
Cobleskill Community

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
COBLESKILL AREA
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NITE? Tsee T LEFT OUT PART
COPIED IT ON THE BOARD,

TORMENTED

It was sunny and the people

did rise and sink in the waves
all bloody were the battle fields

and yet new wars are waged
yet these wars

that are often fought and made
will advance forward

then retreat thru the age
all this blood

ghould make men more seige
but all these solemn wars

will drive humanity its grave.
It was sunny and the people

did rise and sink in the waves
all bloody are the battle fields

and yet new wars are waged.
Humanity is people

But people are not all humane
Society may reject you

and you do society the same
Alienated are we people

who live in thig harsh world
Alone are we as we implore one another

For every man needs help in this world
But society is the stubborn wheel

that always turns you away.
It was sunny and the people

did rise and sink in the waves.
All helpless are these people

alone—and afraid.

D, Davis

Big Skiing Cost Break
For College Students

College students, from would-
be skiers to experts, will be able
to ski for a lot less money this
season, under a new plan an-
nounced jointly by a;large group
of Northeastern ski areas and the
Student Ski Association,

For the first time, special rates
for college, grad, and professional
school students are being made
available through a “Student Ski
Card"” program.

The plan works as follows: on
any non-holiday weekday (from
Monday through Friday) a col-
legian with a Student Ski Card
will pay only one half of the
regular weekend cost for his lift
ticket and (if he wishes) ski
lesson and rented ski equipment.

On weekends and holidays he
will save at least $1 on his all-
day all-lift ticket.

Such prominent areas as Mt.
Snow and Jay Peak, Vt., Vernon
Valley, N. J,, and Mt Cranmore,
N. H. have joined with 20 other
ski resorts all over New England,
New York, and New Jersey to
make these reduced rates avavil-
able to collegians.

Like the airline youth-fare card,
the Student Ski Card costs $3.00
and entitles the user to substan-
tial savings. Students wanting a
card or a complete list of partici-
pating areas should write to the
Student Ski Association, 1138
High Court, Berkeley, Calif. 94708
or to the Eastern office at N.
Grove St., Rutland, Vt. 05701,
Attn.: Mr. Kim Chaffee.

1970 Calendar
To Be Scheduled

On Wednesday, January 7,
1970 at 6:30 p.m. in the meet-
ing room of Bouck Hall, there
will be a meeting to set up
the activities calendar for the
spring semester. Many tenta-
tive dates have been set up
and we wish to have these
confirmed. Bring your plans
with you.

See you there on January
Tth at 6:30 p.m.

Where To Write
To Air Your Gripe

Questions about and com-
ments on the draft and defense
department policy should be
directed to: Directorate For
Community Relations, Office
Of The Assistant Secretary Of
Defense For Public Affairs,
Room 1 ET776, The Pentagon,
Washington, D. C. 20301

GREENE'S SHOE
STORE

LATEST STYLES
REASONABLE PRICES

Main Street
COBLESKILL, N. Y.

AVOID THE RUSH!
STUDY NOW FOR FINALS
AND
BEST OF LUCK!

Cookies - Cakes

TIMOTHY MURPHY
BAKE SHOP

BIRTHDAY CAKES

PARTY CAKES

- Pies - Donuts

Open 7-Days a Week ;
CHARLES MILLER, Prop.
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