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THERE'S A PLACE .FOR US! 

Upper floor in the new ski lodge. Light my fire. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR CAMPUS LODGE NEARS COMPLETION 
The new Recreation Lodge at 

the College Ski Area is almost 
complete as this issue goes to 
press, and it is expected that 
the building will be open for 
use when students return from 
Christmas vacation. 

The main feature of the new 
lodge is a large multi-purpose 
room on the South end of the 
building, about fifty by sixty feet 
in size. The entire South Wall 
and about half of the two ad
joining walls are large windows, 
the only exception being tl)e large 
stone fireplace. Benches in the 
form of "window seats" are 
located along all the windows, 
and other tables are being ct!)ll
strucled, similar to those in the 
Coffee House. The l'oom is lighted 

by very large globe-shaped lights 
suspended from the ceiling. 

The remainder of the Lodge, 
about 40 by 50 feet, is on two 
levels; the lower level contains 
rooms for ski equipment and 
clothing storage, a First Aid 
room, r(.st rooms for men and 
women, and an area where vend
ing machines or other kinds of 
food preparation can be located. 
The upper level is a mezzanine 
o v e rlooldng the large multi
purpose room, connected by a 
redwood staircase. 

Mr. Fred Bennett, Director of 
Physical Education, feels that the 
Lodge will be a significant addi
lion to the College skiing pro
gram; "for the first time, our 
large skiing classes and recres-

tional skiers will have an ade- In contrast to the existing 
quate place to put on their sId campus buildings, provided by 
clothing and boots, and to come the State University of New 
insideand get warm." It is ex- York, the Recreation Lodge has 
pected that the Lodge will also been built by our local Faculty 
be used for a wide variety of Student Association, which for 
other events including parties and ; more than 15 years has been put
dances, faculty and student con- ting various funds into its Student 

I ferences, alumni gatherings, and Improvement Account. The T-bar 
so forth, and it is constructed so 
that persons using the ski equip
ment room do not have to pass 
through the large main room. 

Setting up policies and regula
tions for the Lodge will be a 
Governing Board consisting of 
three faculty members( Mr. Fred 
Smith, Mr. Bennett, and Mr. 
Jack Wilson) and three students 
(Linda Lockwood, Peter Opro
molla, and Robert Yal'borough.) 

tow and the land for the Ski area 
itself were also provided through 
these funds. 

The Winter Weekend COmmitR 
tee is planning to utilize the 
Lodge in some way on February 
14-16, and for Fall and Spring 
use there are a number of picnic 
tables and fireplaces close to the 
Lo~ge. If you have ideas about 
other ways in which the area 
should be developed, contact one 
of the members of the Governing 
Board. 
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December 25, 1968 
Dear Folks, 

Well Merry Christmas from cold muddy Phu Bai Viet-Nam! 
This is the loneliest time of my_ life. I didn't have any packages 
to open today because your packages came on Halloween. I 
thought I'd better open them before anything spoiled. I guess 
the Post OHice told you to send packages a couple of months 
early so they would get here by Christmas. I loved the home
made cookies, goodies, and all the presents. We all had a great 
time eating everything, but in a way it made me sad because 
it's all a part of home and everyone who cares. 

We had a nice turkey dinner but everything was sort of 
mixed together in our mess kits. It really made me think of 
home and how great it is with everyone eating Christmas dinner 
together with all the turkey and trimmings. After dinner they 
gave out Christmas candy and free cigarettes but the stuff didn't 
help the empty feeling of Christmas at a muddy, barren, army 
base. At least we didn't have to 'do too much work today, except 
the guys on guard duty. 

I guess the guys who saw the Bob Hope Christmas Show 
really enjoyed it. They said it was the happiest they had been 
since they got to Nam. I was out on maneuvers when he came 
to the base. I was pretty disaPPointed, I guess I'm just a loser. 

. Some of us went to Mass this morning but the chaplain 
had to cut it short so he could go out in the field to give a last 
blessing to a platoon that the V C ambushed a few miles from 
hase. 

We haven't seen the sun in about three weeks but last 
night it cleared and we could even see the stars. While I was 
staring at the sky it started to light up, it was V C rockets. We 
had to run to the foxholes for three cold, nervous hours. I com
pletely forgot that Santa was out busily delivering Christmas 
gifts at that time. 

Hope you all have a nice Christmas. 4 months 16 days. 

Love, 
John 

LETTERS TO THE EDITO R 
Dear Editor: 
. It has been brought to mine and 

other studen ts minds of this fair 
campus that our college newspaper 
is u literary farce. Important articles 
or situations that should be pub
lished arc overlooked. Many people, 
at) I am informed, arc getting rather 
annoyed with our red croSIS data. 
I think that by now many of our 
students realize that we did rather 
well in contributing blood to the 
Red Cross. I myseU would much 
rather reao more important and 
interesting a!'Ucles of politics, po
verty, space or foreign policies. The 
same material time after time does 
become bormg. 

I also have been iniormed that 
the students of this campus really 
do not care, as a majority, what is 
written in the paper. A student 
wrote an article on how it feels to 
be a Negro on our campus. The 
rcsponse to Umt particular article 
was tremendous. Out of 15(X) stu
dents, one letter was written in 
response. I believe if a paper is to 
be read and kept interesting there 
should be interest on both parts. 
Students as well as publishers should 
show more of an interest in their 
paper. 

Michael Fredette 

To: The lctter to the Editor Column 
"Hill Whispers" 

In reference to the Black Panel 
disclliSsion of Wednesday, Dee. 4: 
This little confrontation was, to 
me, both encouraging and disheart
ening. It was encouraging in the fact 
that it set before these inexperienced 
Cobleskill studenls what I think was 
n very good cross-section of the 
black (action of this country. Here 

was Ule ill-educated, angry , black 
man in the street, the educated state 
worker, the black social worker, the 
black businc6sman and lastly, the 
black scholar, 

Each spoke from his own experi
ence as a black man in his per
spective fi('ld . Most of them spoke 
intelligently and well. Mr, Dobbs, 
differing, spoke from the gut and 
the heart. He said, in essence, that 
he has had it with the white man. 
He has waited for a long time for 
an authentic show of faith-, which 
has never come. It is time , he 
stipulates, to turn blac:( backs on 
white lies, broken promises and 
non-caring people and hoe our own 
row, 

The discouraging thing is some of 
the students became angry because 
Mr. Dobbs' rhetoric was intcrspemed 
with various and sundry profane 
terms. If you are one of these 
students you are mad at the wrong 
thing. You should be mad at your 
government and your society, which 
created and maintained the atmos
phere that could do this to a human 
being, Your ancestors, grandparents 
and parents made the evolution of 
such men possible. If you cannot 
see clearly that change is needed 
you and your children will reap the 
rewards ot this bigotry. 

The sad thing is that Mr. Dobbs 
spoke the trutll when he said that 
you students and many other white 
citizens jUst don't care. A few days 
have gone by. By now most of you 
have forgotten (gladly) what was 
sai.d there, You're desperately try
ing not to see a more gross, seamier, 
wanting side of American life. By 
now you've forgotten any promises, 

(Continued Page 3) 
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LEITER - Cont. 
spoken or Jnferred, to help in some 
way. You don't remember the state
ments of the majority of the panel, 
the educated ones, who B p 0 k e 
eloquently. You don't remember 
what the militant Mr. Dobbs stands 
for. You do, however, remember, 
with anger some of the irrelevant 
things. "Do you remember what 
·t hat black S.O.s. said on our 
stage. .?" 

Sincerely, 
Frank F . Ford 

The Cobleskill College 
Community . 

by Lawrence J oyce, Assistant 
Professor, Social Sciences 

New York State is truly com
prehensive in both its geography 
and its population. It is a micro
ism of th(' entire country. Within 
its boundaries are large cities, 
small towns and relatively iso
lated rural areas. Its people 
represent all nationalities, reli
gions and races presenting a rich 
and diverse cultural pattern. 
Economically large industrial and 
commercial enterprizes are inter
related with agricultural ertter
prizes. The full spectrum of 
political views are present as is 
evident by examining an election 
ballot. 

Cobleskill, because it is part of 
the State 'university, reflects t he 
diversity of N. Y. State. It is 
true that the college was founded 
primarily as an agricultural 
school but the additions to the 
original agricultural and home 
economic curriculums have alter
ed the original agricultural base. 
This can be observed by studying 
the applications by counties of 
the class of 1970 put out by the 
admissions department. Cobleskill 
cf 1968 is representative of N. Y. 
State. 

If you have read this far, you 
are probably asking yourself, "So 
what?" All I have written you 
know, only proving that sociology 
is the statement of the obvious. 
Well, in defense of sociology and 
in the hope of proving that this 
diversity can be educationally 
fruitful, I will go on. 

Many of us are coming into 
contact for the first time with 
people . who are different from 
those we have lived with all our 
lIves. We all ure being exposed 
to the rich diversity of N. Y. 
State. 

You noticed I . have used tl1e 
verbs exposed and contact rather 
than shared sense of belonging, 
tor a shared sense of belonging 
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is the interaction which makes a 
group a community. We have all 
<..'Ome ih contact and been exposed 
to each other, but do we all share 
a sense of belonging, a unity of 
community? 

There are, I believe, three ways 
diverse .groups can exist together 
without conflict. First, they can 
ignore those who are not like 
themselves. They can retreat to 
the security of the familiar and 
interact meaningfully only with 
those who share their values and 
style of life. This is not a com
munity but a loose association of 
accommodating groups. 

Secondly, there can be imposed 
a. common set of values. The 
diverse groups will become assim
ilated as those characteristics 
which make them different are 
discarded. This will promote a 

. shared sense of belonging, a 
community. Some educators see 
this as a goal of education since 
it does establish a community and 
conformity to a social order that 
can be carried on after gradua
tion. Yet the community has a 
cost. If we all become one group 
with the same set of values, 
attitudes and way of life we lose 
those diverse elements which 
make our culture so rich. 

The third approach takes us 
wh.ere we are, differences and 
all, and unites us in mutual 
respect. There is a shared sense 
of belonging, a community based 
upon the dignity of each indivi
dual to be himself. The diversity 
of our subcultures is not dis
carded; instead we all benefit by 
growing in the knowledge of 
many other ways of life. We 
gain the capacity to live in a 
world where people are different, 
but the very differences can lead 
to creative cooperation. This is 
what education is all about. 

The college community built on 
such diversity, held togethnr by a ' 
bond of understanding shared by 
all, can be the dynamic force to 
make the American community 
achieve its full po tential. I hope 
Cobleskill can become such a 
community. 

Rifle Team Chosen 
Mr. Stuart Lamb and 'Mr. John 

Grossbeck have announced the mem
bers for the Varsity Rifle team. 
Nine marlcsmen wcre chosen from 
a group of interested students who 
have met since October to practice. 

The team members include the 
following: Deming Lindsley, Allen 
Nichols, Jim McIntosh, Susan Vaadi, 
Tom Kilcer, Joe Canna, .Toan Good
body. Larry Sanford and Walt Jones. 
The season began in early December 
and l'lll>l through February. 

MORE ON 
WINTER WEEKEND 

Cobleskill students attending 
lhe Winter Weekend Concert on 
Friday, February 14, will be 
entertained by "The Hello People" 
and "The Symbols," it has been 
announced by, Glenda GumbJe and 
Don Stewart, Winter Weekend 
CO-Chairmen. 

"The Hello People," who were 
the hit of the Regional Entertain
ment Conference in Buffalo in 
November, arrive onstage in 
white clown makeup and battered 
hats. Their routine runs the 
gamut from satirical rock to jazz, 
intermixed with comedy and pan
tomime, and its hard to find a 
category for these six singer
musicians. 

"The Hello People" have ap
peared in conccrt across the 
country. The Los Angeles Free 
Press said "They cornlnunicate 
with an audience. . ." and the 
Hol1ywood Reporter added, " ... 
they are very fine musicians." 
Variety, the show business trade 
paper, culled them ". . .n nitty 
new combo which should move 
out fast. The sextet has a highly 
appealing sound." 

"The Hello People" have re
corded two LP albums for the 

Philips label, the second of which, 
"Fusion", is currently being play
ed on local radio stations, and 
they made their most recent 
a ppearance on Johnny Carson's 
"Tonight" Show on December 6. 

"The Symbols" will be featured 
in the second half of the Winter 
Weekend concert, and judging by 
what has happei)ed at many ot 
their other college concerts, many 
people may want to dance as well 
as listen to their music, and will 
be encouraged to do so. 

"The Symbols" ate an English 
rock group who made their first 
American tour las t February, and 
got standing ovations at SUNY 
Brockport, SUNY Geneseo, and 
S t. John Fisher in Rochester, 
among others. St. J ohn Fisher 
reported that "The Symbols" 
appeared during the same week
end as Smokey Robinson and the 
Miracles, and "were the more 
popular of the two groups with 
our students." 

The Winter Weekend Concert 
will begin at 8 :00 PM on Febru
ary 14, following the traditional 
Torchlight Parade which opens 
the weekend. For the conccrt, as 
for all the Winter Weekend 
events, Cobleskill s tudents and 
their dates will be admitted with
out charge, by presenting them 
ID cards. 

How do you like this display? Nancy WaJker presents a floral 
piece at the DeSign Show held December 9. 
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1968 Roadrunners display t heir national t rophies. 

WE SALUTE YOU 

Cobleskill's Cross Country Team scored their finest victory 
at the National Junior College Cross Country Tournament, this 
November. By defeating stiff opponents they emerged as the 
number one team in the United States. Once again, Cobleskill 
has broken aNa tional record ! 

The championships were held from November 14 to 16 in 
Lawrencce, Kansas. John Collins, who finished in 5th place, re~ 
ceived a gold medal as well as Bob Fenton, a f reshman in Science 
Lab Technology. Each member of the Cobleskill Team received 
a large trophy. Coach Clark, we understand, had beer poured 
over his head in the shower ... 

H ow did they win? 
Constant practice, including regular vigorous exercises and 

running in all types of weather influenced their endurance and 
racing skills. However, it was their will to win that could not 
be shaken by any other competing college. For example : John 
Collins was spiked by an opponent and finished the race with 
only one shoe. Despite this he still placed fifth. J eff Green also 
finished in good time despite a bad knee. The combined efforts 
of the entire team were what created the highest number of 
paints-in the Country-at the Competition. 

The whole Team showed "Terrific spirit," according to 
Jeff Green; certainly this spirit set them off from other colleges 
immediately. 

Tips From The 
Placement Office 

Chr istmas Vacation is a good 
period to begin your exploring for 
possible positions at graduation, 
or to check out and visit colleges 
at which you might wish to con
tinue your education. T he follow
ing few tips should be useful in 
helping you make efficient use of 
your time. 

1. Prepare a personal resume 
on yourself. A suggested outline 
form is available at the P lace
ment Office in Ryder H a ll. 

2. Check "The Job Placement 
Annual" and "Careers in Tech
nology". Contact your division 
office or the Placertlent Office lor 
lirms with whom students have 

been placed within the last few 
years. 

3. It you are interested in 
placement in a particular geo
graphic area, register with the 
N.Y.S. Employment Service. 

4. Watch for the announcement 
of State and Federal Civil Service 
Exams. 

5. If you are looking for new 
a reas of employment, spend a 
little time browsing through cur
ren t "Occupational Handbook" or 
the "Career Files", in Ryder Hall. 

Chewing gum stuc.k on material 
can be scraped off after it has 
been chilled with a piece of ice. 
If a stain persists, sponge it with 
wann water. 

DORMITORY RENTS 
ON THE INCREASE 

In a letter released to the pl'ess 
on December 7, Chancellor Gould 
sta ted : 

Many ol you will recall that in 
19G5 the room rate fol' our stan
dard dormitories was adjusted to 
$350 annually per student, with 
the understanding that this rate 
would be increased at least $10 a 
year for each of the next foul' 
years, bringing the rate to the 
present $380 level, and to an 
anticipated $390 in 1969. I regret 
that we now find it imperative, 
because of the sharp rise in con
£truction 'costs, interest rates on 
dormi tory borrowings, and oper
ating expenses, to establish this 
standard rate at $550 effective 
July 1,1969. 

The present rate of $380 for the 
standard room combined with the 
State subsidy of $230 falls short 
of the $790 · total per bed cost 
estimated for next year. 

H , you plan to live off-campus 
next fall, the following informa
tion will not apply to you. How
ever, if you anticipate on-campus 
quarters then listen to this : 
VROMAN and WElTING HALLS 

Two students per room - $515 
(Increase of $140) 

Three students per ream - $395 
(Increase of $85) 
PEARSON, DIX and DRAPER 
HALLS 

Two students PCI' room - $565 
(Increase of $170) 

Three students per room - $430 
(Increase of $110) 

The Chancellor also stated that 
appropdate adjustments in rates 
will be made in those instances 
where students are assigned three 
to a room or to older facilities 
which may not have some of 
the conveniences of more recent 
construction. 

Actuall)" summer scho'ol stu
dents will be the first to feel 
the pain. 

The point was emphasized in 
the Chancellor's letter to a ll 
State Universi ty College Presi
dents that ". the new rate 
schedule is based on the assump
tion that the State Administration 
and Legislature will continue to 
provide the same level of subsidy 
for dormi tory construction and 
operation that is now provided." 

Should the Governor or Legis
lature not continue to subsidize 
education then rates could be 
much higher, 

At any rate, it wouldn't hurt to 
apply now for a summer job! 

Pixie Ginily Rosecrans holds an original display by Jim Angell. 
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Pearson's main lounge; part 01 Santa's Workshop. 

REVIEW . IN GENERAL 
by Michael Boren 

There are millions of people 
starving in Biafra, that tiny part 
or Nigeria that is fighting for its 
independence against overwhelm
ing odds. Last Monday, students 
sacrificed a meal so the money 
couud be used to help send sup
plies to the Biafrans. But we can 
still do more. Surely the school 
who leads the nationin donating 
blood can lead again by helping 
those outside our national bound
aries. The money spent by stu
dents in the barn on any given 
night can buy life for a hundred 
people. Give what you can, but 
please give. All donations may 
be sent to the UN : United States 
Committee for UNICEF, Admin
istrative Offices: 331 East 38th 
St., New York, N. Y. 10016 

Somewhere on this campus 
there are approximately one hun
dred ilJegal salt shakers. The 
dining room has refused to buy 
new ones so it is up to the stu
dents to ' return the ones they 
have borrowed. The administra
tion will extend the amnesty 
period until the end of the 
semester so you can return your 
shaker on a "no questions asked 
basis." Bring salt back to Pren
tice, the beef stew deserves it. 

Last week, Coby's Concert 
Band (yes kiddies, there really is 
one) under the direction of Mr. 
Robert Gosselink performed for 
the public for the first time. The 
concert was given in the Bouck 
Theatre to a crowd of approxi · 
mately fifty people. The band 
played seven pieces that ranged 

from fair to good in quality, the 
finest selection being Three P ieces 
From Funff by Pezel. At times 
the band was fla t and played a 
few notes that they shouldn't 
have.. The beat may not have 
been on time and the tempo 
might have been picked up, but 
at least the band tried harder 
than the students who completely 
ignored it. At twelve noon .on 
Tuesday, instead of complaining 
about the length of the lunch line, 
you could have listened to half an 
hour of music and still have time 
to eat and make your one o'clock 
class. Mr. Gosselink and his 
musicians have the comfort of 
knowing that they will try harder 
and improve the next time. Can 
we say the same? 

BRING THE FUGS 
TO LUNCH 

Maybe it was yesterday, or you 
don't remember when, you climbed 
the slairs of the mess hall looking 
over the railing you didn't mind the 
crowd cause you'd never known no 
difference. So you smiled at the 
slop jockeys, who do the best they 
can, and wandered into the dining 
area and found a scat next to the 
kid you saw in retailing class. Sat 
down, dug in, and ate all you could 
when the iinal straw · that broke the 
camels hump came into your eam. 
U was Guy Lombardo and his Royal 
Canadians playing in the monotone 
of a doctor's office. 

Now, after the Student Council 
has used :ts power once again, all 
the students who are the main users 
of the cafeteria can sit down with 
a hot lunch and ]islen to music 
which would be appealing to them. 
Who knows, you might even lind 
out what the weather is. 

GHT 

The College Bookstore 
would like to 

thank everyone 

for making the 

3rd Annual Christmas 

Open House 

a . huge success! 

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! 
.. ,. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

JIM'S RADIO, INC. 
ZENITH SALES and SERVICE 

Latest Lines In 
STEREO TAPE PLAYERS AND 

PHONOGRAPHS 

* 
28 LARK STREET PHONE 234.2662 

Carolers in Dix Hall. 
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TOWN HOUSE 
ANYONE? 

This past May a dilemma oc~ 

curred. The problem? It was 
discovered that due to increased 
enrollment there would be no 
room on campus for about 130 
women students. The admjnistra~ 
tion obtained a series of apart· 
ments adjacent to Campus Courts 
and named them Town House. 
Now there was housing space for 
these poor females. End of prob· 
lem? Not quite. 

Upon arriving in Cobleskill this 
September this reporter found 
that the room assigned her (made 
tc house two people) had four 
girls living there. Furniture was 
at a minimum. There were no 
closets, no screens on the win· 
dows (need any turtle food?) I no 
mirrors in the bathroom and only 
two desks and dressers--to be 
used by four girls. For the first 
three weeks we all lived out at 
suitcases. After that we resigned 
ourselves to our fate and moved 
in. Another dresser arrived in 
time. followed by a closet into 
which we were expected to cram 
our belongings. 

Add to the above the tact that 
a good deal of our time is spent 
riding to and from the campus 
and waiting for buses that may 
not always be on schedule. Like 
so many of the students on 
campus we cannot pop out of bed 
and make it to a class in ten 
minutes (or less). Living off 
campus necessitates getting up 
earlier for classes and meals in 
order to be on time. 

Social activities on campus are 
Ilmlted also jf you must catch the 

10:00 p.m. bus back to Town 
House during the week 

In the evenings on weekends 
it's every man for himself. 

It is unfortunate' that this col
lege is growing too fast for the 
students' own good. Future ex
pansion will occur. but not in. 
time to alleviate the present con
ditions. Add the off campus 
problems to the nonnal frustra
tions of going to college and 
associating with people and you 
have quite a mess. Hang in there 
girls. Maybe someone will be 
thinking of us. This also goes to 
the girls at the Augustan-but 
that's another story. 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
VALERIE MENDEZ 

by Marge Ronan 

. Valerie Mendez .is known to accept 
cballenges PJId conquer them. As a 
freshman. Valerie worked for the 
Blpod Drive and this year was 
co-chairman along with Carl Mc
Chesney. She worked, this past 
summer. at an orphanage and 
developed a strong communication 
with children while in Q socially 
deprived environment. During her 
three and one hal! semesters at 
Cobleskill, Valerie has also been 
President of Central Hall and in
volved with a charity show for the 
mentally retarded. 

Valerie nas lived in New Jersey 
and Schenectady and now lives in 
Kingston. New York. Between mov
ing she found time to be a. photo
graphic model. Valerie graduated as 
a Secretarial Science major from 
high school, in 1965. After working 
as a 6eCrebry in Albany, Valerie 
decided to enroll at Cobleskill. She 
told me it was not easy to study 

, An invitation from Town House #3. 

Gingerbread house on Draper's third floor lounge in keeping 
with the dorm theme "International Christmas." 

aiter being away from school for a 
year and one half! 

I asked Valerie her opinions on: 
the college, liquor on campus, cur
fews, and off-campus housing. 

Concerning the school she said: 
"The s tudents make the schoo]. 
Because of the great turnout for the 
Blood Drive, I think this school is 
something to really be proud of." 

Regarding liquor on campus: Hr 
think they should have liquor on 
campus because it would keep stu
dents around for dances and other 
campus events." 

Concerning curfews: "I am glad 
that girls have been given more 
responsibility with later curfews. 
However. I think that first semester 

freshmen should always have cur
fews ... • 

Regarding olf-campus housing: 
"I'm spending my last semester at 
campus Courts, Aparbnent Three. I 
like it there because there is a 
strong rapport among the students." 

Valerie has a fantastic sense of 
humor, can do impressions of people, 
and commands attention at parties 
and in crowds. She enjoys pop music 
but prefers flamenco music! Valerie 
also loves to dance and paint. She 
has had a painting exhibited in the 
school's Art Gallery. 

Valerie's future plans inc Iud e 
either furthering her education or 
gOing into retailing. She will grad
uate in January with a degree in 
Business Administration. 

Pearson's own Rudolph. 
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Bottoms Up! 

Students Discover TRIP 
_ That's HOBBIT Forming 

by A. Pseudo Nym 

A very few years ago, (about 
the time the age of trustworthi
ness was set at 30) it became 
fashionable for college students 
across the country to be reading 
and discussing J. R. R. Tolkien's 
Hobbit books'. The first of a 
series, The Hobbit, is a modern 
day fairy tale written initialJy for 
children. 

SmalJer than dwarfs, but larger 
than Lilliputians, the plump, 
three-foot high hobbits are de
lightfully provincial, beer-drink
ing, pipe-smoking creatures who 
inhabit a strange land of selfish 
dwarfs, self-satis{ied elves, and 
imposing goblins and dragons. 
Thus the characters and setting 
for the wild and imaginative trip 
of Bilbo Baggins (a member of 
Hobbit aristocracy), into the 
Dark Land of Mordor. The action 
of the fantasy centers about 
Bilbo's mad journey to Lonely 
Mountain, accompanied by a band 
of dwarfs led by Gandalf the 
Wizard, for the purpose of recov
ering the dragon Smaug's hidden 
gold. Here on Lonely Mountain 
in a cave, the Hobbits find the 
"ring" which makes its wearer 
invisible, the ring which becomes 
the subject of Tolkien's other 
Hobbit books. 

While the Hobbits were en
joying such wide popularity on 
college campuses, the students 
who read about them adopted 

their nicknames, slogans, and 
epithets, and even began to speak 
the strange hobbit language. It 
was then speculated by adults 
viewing the fad, that today's 
young people had found a new 
people with whom they could 
identify, people who lived in a 
world like their own and who 
were called to challenges similar 
to those currently before them. 

Whatever the reasons for the 
appeal of the Hobbits to college 
students then, it would seem to 
this reader that there might be 
many reasons for reading it now. 
Whatever your motives, whether 
a~ an escape possibly (an occa
sional imaginative fling never to 
my knowledge caused anyone 
harm) or as a source for con
templative material, I suggest you 
read the first of the series and 
ask yourselves, "Is a revival of 
a former Ivy League 'in thing' in 
order?" 

GREENE'S SHOE 
STORE 

LATEST STYLES 
REASONABLE PRICES 

Main Street 
COBLESKILL, N. Y. 

WHERE DO WE 
GO FROM HERE 

by Michael Boren 

Are you thinking about trans
ferring to another state school 
after you graduate from Cobles
kill? If you are, you better think 
uwfully hard about how you're 
going to do it because the State 
University sys tem isn't. Even 
though fifty-one pel' cent of the 
degrees awarded by the State 
University are from junior col
leges, the state has extremely 
poor provisions in regard to 
transfers. 

The first committee on transfer 
0pp0l'tunities was set up by the 
State in 1961, thirteen years after 
the State University was estab
lished. In 1964 the S.U.N.Y. 
Master Plan called for the ·devel
opment of bettcr transfer oppor
tunities. Last month Dr. Ehnest 
L. Boyer, the vice-chancellor of 
the State University, said that 
tremendous progress has been 
made and will continue to be 
mad e in developing transfer 
opportunities. Yet last year in 
our school alone, half of our 
dean's list students who went on 
to a four year college had to go 
out of state in order to obtain a 
more desirable credit standing. 
Is this the tremendous progress 
that Dr. Boyer spoke of? Seven 
years after the committee on 
transfer opportunities was estab
lished filty per cent of our best 
students must leave the State. 

Two year schools accept half at 
all potential college students, yet 
the State has not undertaken one 
long range comprehensive study 
in regard to transfers. Dr. Brown, 
who has becn fighting for a 
transfer policy that is fairer to 
the two year school, was involved 
in a study a few years back. The 
report stated that transfer stu
dents do better in four year 
schools than students who origin
a lly entered as freshmen. 
. But in all fairness to dear old 
S .U.N.Y., it should be noted that 
a vague plan in regard to transfer 
does exist. This plan, called the 
60-40 plan is tentatively scheduled 
to be put in operation somewhere 
around 1975. The plan calls for 
senior colleges to maintain an 
enrol1ment of 40% freshmen and 
sophomores and 60% upperc1ass
men. Since fewer freshmen enter 
the school, there will be more 
room for transfer students. So 
the only advice I can give you is 
to have a good time at the barn 
until you flunk out. Then. in 
eight or nine years, come back 
and graduate, your place in a 
four year school will be ready 
and waiting. But if you can't 
wait, then you better start think
ing about where you go from 
here. 

-SHALOM-

Anyone who thinks he knows 
all the answers isn't up to date 
on the questions. 

Twinkletoes and team. 
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To br igh ten a rug, sprinkle salt 
over it before using the vacuum 
cleaner. Sweeps out the soot. 

Some people go through life 
just standing at the complaint 
counter. 

RUA & SONS, INC. 
T IRE SERVICE CENTER 

Goodyear Tires -:- Retreading 

CUSTOM WIDE TIRES 

SUMMER and WINTER TIRES 

122 EAST MAIN STREET PHONE 234-2581 

OTTMAN'S ' 
"QUALITY PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 

AT A SAVING" 

83 West Main St. Cobleskill, N. Y. 

STUDENTS' RIGHTS 
by Thomas O'Bryan 

Is the college of today being 
given all the correct answers 
concerning students' r ights? I 
don't think so. 

Concerning Mr .• Matthew Fin
kin's talk on students' r ights, 
which was performed in the 
Vroman Hall Lounge last Monday 
evening, I was greatly impressed . 
by his sincerity and lmowledge, 
but was terribly disappointed by 
his approach to the topic. He 
spoke in very gener al terms, 
never once coming to concrete, 
specific sta tements, those k inds of 
statements that the s tudents, fac
ulty and administration present 
wanted to hear. 

In his delivery of information , 
Mr. F inkin confined his "advice" 
to that of legal jargon (he would 
make an excellent cabinet mem
ber on Nixon's staff) representing 
solely his association of un iversity 
professors. Although Mr. Finkin 
f r e quently expr essed personal 
opinions to the matters of stu
dents' rights, he, it seemed to me, 
was totally unaware of the role 
and functions of a two-year, ter 
minal education program, such as 
we presently have at Cobleskill. 

Mr. Finkin did not delve into 
the problems of students, faculty 
and administration, as much as 
he could or should have: nor did 
he give those persons .attending 
the lecture any suitable means or 
avenues to solve or alleviate the 
questions and problems now con
fronting not only t he students at 
Cobleskill, but a lso students else
where in the country. 

I must say, as a side Ught of 
the evening's lecture, that Mr. 
F inkin was graciouS enough to 
grant his audience a few extra 
minutes of his time, thereby miss
ing his previously scheduled air
line flight from Albany. 

Repairs On: 
Stereos I 

Tape Recorders 
Radios 

In Stock: 
Batteries 
Tapes 

, Cassettes 
Records 

HERB'S RADIO & TV 
11 Division St. 

COBLESKILL, N. Y. 
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THE NEXT 

ISSUE OF 

HILL WHISPERS 
WILL BE 

PUBLISHED IN 

FEBRUARY. 

Don't 

Forget 

All Those 

Term Papers 

Due On 

Jan. 6th. 

Happy 

Typing! 

ALLEN JEWELERS 
45 Main Street 

COBLESKILL, N. Y. 

Phone AF 4·2861 
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