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LARRY J, WILBUR
NEW CLASS PRES,
Larry J. Wilbur is our new class
pre6ident lor the 1967 -1968 school
year. He is a 1966 graduate of

Greenwich High Schoo\.
During his senior year in high
school Larry sClved as president of
the History Club which was a service club to the community.
Larry is a freshman, majoring
in Agricultural Business. Presently.
he is
member of Mixed Chorus,
Select Chorus, and the Lit tIe

POET ON CAMPUS
NEXT WEEK
Mr. Edward Field,

poet,

will

arrive on campus on May 8. He
will be here for three days. During

his stay here he will live In East
Hall. He will go to some ot the

Larry voiced his opinions on a

Freshman English classes and to
some other of the English classes
to talk about poetry. He will be
available to students to meet and
talk with in small groups. On Monday evening at 8: 30 p.m. he will
give a reading and also on Tuesday

few pertient i ssues on campus. Upon
being asked about the dress code

at 7:00 In Bouck Hall Theatre. The
reading will be followed by a re-

a

Theatre.

involving beards and long hair,
Larry commented by saying that
he is in favor 01 well kept beards

and "mascline haircuts". Also he
leels that girls should be allowed
to wear slacks and shorts any time

on the campus except when attending classes, interview days, and on
Sunday mornings. Along this same
tine, Larry also stated that he is
in favor of girls extended time in
and would like to see their times
changed to 11:00 on weelmights
and 1: 00 lor freshmen and 2:00 lor
seniors on weekends.
When he was asked about Cobleskill's meals he replied that the
meals on campus are quite satisfactory and more credit should be
given to the caieteria staff for
their hard work, but there is al·
ways room for improvement.
(Continued Page 5)

ception given by East Hall students
in Bouck Hall Lounge. His visit
here is being sponsored jointly by

the College and the New York
State Council on the Arts.
Mr. Field was born in New York

City and grew up In Lynbrook,
Long Island. Here he attended
public schools.
In World War II he served as a
navigator in heavy bombers. He
new zr missions over Europe. After
the war he went on to the New
York University to continue his
education. Then in 1948 he left

school lor a long stay In Europe.
After returning to the United
States, MI'. Field worked In a
variety of jobs ranging from maehinist to temporary typist. He even
studied acting with Vera Soloviova
(Continued Page 5)

SENIOR BALL
The Senior Coordinating committee is in the final planning
stage of the 1967 Senior Ball.
This yearly event is the only

formal Coby Tech has, and all
seniors and freshmen are invited
to take advantage of it. There
is a correction in regards to the
Activities Calendar. The ball will
be held on Friday, May 12, in
contrast to May 13. The place is

the Thruway Motor Inn with
music by Joe Cosco. The gala
occasio.n will begin at , 9 p.m.
Tickets will not be sold at the
door, bu t may be purchased in
the dining hall beginning in May.
All are encouraged to attend
the traditional event which will

b. the highlight of the year's
LARRY J. WILBUR

activities.
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COBLESKILL COLLEGE PRESENTS
OPEN HOUSE.ALUMNI WEEKEND
Cobleskill College will present it's Open HouseAlumni Weekend on May 6-7, The warmest of welcomes
is extended to all visiting alumni, parents and other
interested individuals to visit the various exhibits which
will be set up around campus, These exhibits have
involved weeks of preparation on the part of students in
the various curriculums and should prove to be interesting,
as well as educational.
On the lower and newest part
of the campus, the Agricultural
Complexes offer a variety of
things to see. The newest and
most modern building on campus is, of course, the Agricultural
Engineering Building i everyone
is urged to "stop in" and look
around. Students will be actively engaged in demonstrations of
welding, diesels, hydraulics and
other activities. Next stop on
the agenda is the Hortlcul tural
Complex where visitors will be
caught up in the mood of Carnival. Giles the giraffe, who
stands watcs over the entire
show, is waiting to welcome
all. Everyone is invited to get
in the fun; displays include the
Center Arena, the F loral Arcade, P lan t Menageries and
other areas of interest. The last

stop, is the Animal Husbandry
Complex where livestock shows,
exhibits of dairy equipment and
its operation and other exhibits
will round out the presentation,
Visiting the upper campus,
one may tour the dormitories
or visit any of the other buildings where exhibits will be Bet
up. The Business Division will
present demonstrations In the
data processing center; exhibits
relating the world of the secretary and the latest procedures
in business management may
also be viewed. The Food Service students have developed
exhibits which revolve around
the theme "Foods around the
world". The Nursery Education
Departmen t will present its ever
(Continued Pagc 2)

AL U MNI D A Y
SATURDAY, MAY 6

Registration _____ _______________ Bouck Hall Lounge, 9:00 - 5:00
Open House Exhibits ____________________________ __ 10:00 - 6:00
Zap Alumni Meeting ______________________________________ 2:30
Baseball Game (Albany State Frosh) ____________ __________ 1 :30
Invitational High School Track Meet ______________________ 11;00
President's Reception ________________________________ 3:00 - 4 :00
Carillon Concert ____________________________________ 4:30 - 5:00
Registration Closes _______________________________ _________ 5:00
Banquet ___________________ _________________ Prentice Hall, 5:30
Alumni Social _____________ ~ ______________ Cobleskill Lanes, 8:00
Bus Tours -_______ _____________ _____________ ________ 10:00 - 4:00

PAR E NTS ' DAY
S UNDAY, MAY 7

WSGA Parents' Breakfast ___________________ _______ 8:30 - 9:00
Parents' Day Dinner _______ ____ _____________________ _____ 12:00
Carillon Program __________________________ ________________ 3:00
Exhibits Open __ ___ ___________________ _____ _________ 1:00 - 4:00
Bus Tours ____ ________________ __________________ ____ 1 :00 - 3:00
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EDITORIAL
WELCOME TO COBLESKILL ,
This weekend we would like to welcome to our campus
all visitors including alumni and parents. Our beautiful 9ampus
has undergone much change within the last year, The shrubber y
and rolling landscaping give us a beautiful view of the college
campus as well as an academic atmosphere which is condusive
to the learning process.
Last fall three new female residences opened accommodating 450 women. A million dollar Ag. Eng. building is a lso now
in operation across route 7. Our athletic fields arc also something we are -extremely proud of showing.
With the incr eased enrollment, our teaching staff has also
increased to approximately 115. We are now attempting to lower
the student-f aculty ratio to 15:1. Next year another 200 students will be accepted over this year's enrollment. Admission
requirements have had to tighten up because of the great
amount of applications that are received every year. (Well over
two thousand)
The college also has a new head administrator Dr. Walton
A. Brown who took over as President of the college December 1.
Extra curricular activities have also played an important
role on the college campus. A closed circuit radio station is now
in its planning stages. The circulation of this newspaper has
greatly increased, Alpha Phi Omega a service fraternity has just
formed on the campus welcoming all past and present scouters.
Our ski slope area is a very popular place for students and
faculty ·during the winter months. In the near future a picnic
area will also be built around the ski area. Just last weekend
the Student Council sponsored spring .weekend, featuring Jay and
the Americans.
As you can see} the college is expanding in all respects.
At present there · is a seventeen million dollar long range construction plan on campus. To date about 9 million dollars worth
of new cons truction has taken place.
We encourage all visitors to tour our campus and ask
about the many changes the college has experienced and will
experience, We are proud of our campus, We hope you will
take the time to see our facilities.
Visitors - welcome to the State University at Cobleskill!
RAJ

Fr iday, May 5, 1967

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT
One of the n ew add itions to
our . Business Departmen t this
year is Miss Diane Patricelli.
S he comes fr om Colonie, New
York
A graduate of the State University at Albany, she is presently studying there for h er
masters degree in Business Education. Here at Cobleskill, she is
advisor to th e Alpha Lambda Phi
Sor ority.
B el' interests includ e ar chery,
dancing, readi ng, swimming , and
jus t being outdoors. Her plans
tor t he summer are to work fo r
the fifth y ear as secr etary to the
Director of Winter Har bor Reading School a t Winter Har bor ,
Maine. Miss Patricelli's plans are
to stay in education for as long
as possible. She may go into the

OPEN HOUSE Cont.
popular display of creations In
the uworld of creative activities." The Lark Street Nursery
School will be open for observation. The Industrial Laboratory Technology program will
pre se n t various exhibi ts of
equipment used in biological and
chemical laboratories.
The Art Center will feature
its usual fine display of artistic
works. Other displays will be
presented in Bouck Hall. At
11: 00 a,m. the College will host
an invitational track meet; 40
high schools are expected to be
represen ted. The College baseball team will play against Albany Frosh at 1: 30 p.m.
Saturday, May 6, Cobleskill
will play host to its alumni;
on Sunday, May 7, parents and
friends of Cobleskill students
will visit the campus. At 8:30
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vuidance field.
She feels our studen ts ar e very
refreshing, and are, on the most
part, very sincere in their intentions. They sometimes become a
Ii ttle more d iscouraged than they
they should be. Miss Patricelli
fee ls that atmosphere of the
schoo l is very conducive to learning because of its size. Th e close
relationship between the faculty
D n d
s tuden ts makes learrl,ing
m 0 r e enjoyable. The campus
offers many academ ic and social
opportunities.
Miss Pa tricelli fee ls that teaching has stimulated her desire to ·
learn. Her advice to the stud ents
i~ if someone wan ts som ething
bad ly enough, they should start
working wh en they are a freshm an and n ever give up.

Faculty Admsor
David Johnson

a.m. on Sunday the Women's
Student Government Association
will sponsor a parent's breakfast for all women students
and their parents. Tickets should
be purchased in advance for
this affair; the price is fifty
cents, Students who will not be
attending this breakfast" may
eat in the Snack Bar which will
be open at 8:30 on both Saturday and Sunday.
Due to the Alumni banquet
which will be held in the dining
hall on Saturday, students will
be issued box lunches at the
din i n g hall from . 4:30' p.m,
until 5:00 p.m, on that day.
Bus tours will be conducted
around the campus on both
days.
.
Open House - Alumni Weekend will be a memorable and
worthwhile event.

FOREIGN CAR
PARTS
Accessories .
MOTOR
IMPORTS, Inc.
109 E. Main 8t., CobleoldU, N.Y.
Tel. Area Code 61B AF 4-3339
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SPE·A KING OUT

THE INQUIRING REPORTER
Question:

SPRINGTIME, WOO, WOO!

What is your opinion of Spring Weekend?

by Tom Brenner

In spring, a college man '8 fancy turns
to thoughts of fishing, sports cars, baseball,
and a summer job at Lake George. What
happened to thoughts of love? It is still the
number one, year-round sport, only converted
fr om. indoor to outdoor play.
The campus takes on a new look. The
grass tunis green and many collegians turn
green from colds that flourish when they shed
their long johns too early. More than two
years are needed to realize that Cobyrock weather is highly unpredictable. Between spring monsoons and spring blizzards, the
four seasons may be evident in four days.
Spring students, hot in their pursuit of happiness, realize
that studies in terfere with their favorite, inalienable rights. On
clear, sunny days, faculty find they are often lecturing to an
empty room l Pop quizzes prove disastrous and how does one
curve 19 F's, 10 D's, and 1 A? Of course the brain g~tting the
A is burned in effigy at night. In their free time and after
hours, some ·of the faculty reverently become "bush beaters" in
a lost cause to protect their students "chastity." Kind of like
encouraging students to look at flowers but don't touch.
This spring, Coby students have taken time out from their
pursuit of happiness and are endeavoring to promcte additional
student rights. Joyously singing "We Shall All Grow Beans"a horticulture approach to the beard issue. Yes, progress is student upheaval of administrative rule. Up with students; down
with administration! ! And the spring goes on .. . . . . . ! ! !
---The last words of the deceased T. Brenner, writer for
Hill Whispers.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
DO WE CARE?
Editor lUll Whispers:
During the past couple weeks,
nominations and elections for next
years Student COWlcil members were

held.
Sixteen people showed up for
nomination of Student Council presi~
dent. 304 ballets were cast. Out of
the 707 people in the freshman
class, this represented 43%.
On the following Sunday, a rally
was held in front of Bouck Hall.
Everyone got fired up about student
government and student rights.
Nominations for student council
members by division were held
later that week; these were attend-

Division, 62% of the Food Service
Division, 59% of the Nursery Ed.
Division, 53% of the Industrial Lab.
Division, and 43% of the Business
Division voted.
Nominations and elections were
held for Student Council members

at large. 361 people voted in this
election, representing · 51% of the
class.
It appears as though the rally

increased interest in student govern·
ment, as shown by the election by
division, and that this interest quick-

ly started to dwindle as indicated

The best part of Spring Weekend was definitely
Jay and the Americans. They were much better
than I had expected. I enjoyed the Oriental meal
but felt that the others were just average for Cobleskill. The weather was perfect and I think that
everyone had a good time.

NANCY WEBER

My opinion of Spring Weekend was that it was
a real ' great weekend. I feel that Jay and the
Americans were ' the highlight of the weekend and
that we should have more weekendg planned like
this one. I think that more students were on campus
than any other weekend.

KEITH DUNHAM
I thought Spring Weekend was a refreshing change
of pace. Jay and the Americans' were tremendous
and provided a relaxing and exciting evening of
entertainment. The foreign meals were delicious Qnd
I think that we should have more of them. The
dance at the barn was fUn although the band was
a letdown after see'ing Jay and the Americans. I
think we should have more name groups when
possible.

JOANNE ROBERTS
I think Spring Weekend was a total success.
This was by far the best weekend that Ule College
has presented since I have been here. It was very
evident that the Student Council members spent many
hours planning the weekend. J ay and the Americans
put on a great show and even the weather cooper~
ated with us.

MIKE DEMAINA
Too many of the Cobleskill weekends have consisted of parties at the Barn on Friday, Saturday
ami Sunday. Jay and the Americans really added
something to Spring Weekend; without Ulem it would
have been just like any other weekend-going to the
Barn. I think Cobleskill needs some new ideas to
make special weekends really special,

by the election for members at

ed by 38 people. 397 people voted

large. Why so little interest in stu-

this time, which represented 56%
of the class. 63% of the Agriculture

Stan Sledziona

dent government?

'

CORRECTION!!
SENIOR BAll - FRIDAY, MAY 12

BARBARA HARTLEBEN
I thought that Spring Weekend was pretty good
and the Student Council should continue to sponsor
more of this type of weekend in the future. A big
name Singing groupWghlightB the weekend well.
There should be activities planned for Saturday and
Sunday afternoon to fill in these spaces. Spring
Weekend is a good change from the regular grind
of the weekends.

STEVE CAMELBECK
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Little Theatre presents theatrical productions for the stimulation and enjoyment of the
student body and provides students involved in productions
wi th the opportuni ty to develop
their acting abili ties, as well as
learn about the theatre and · its
many aspects. The members of
t hi s organization, which now

number about forty, constitute a
family-a livin g and learning
famiJy wherein the members not

only learn about theatre but also
about people and making friends.
Basically, there are no "elite"
classes wi thin the whole. Even
the actors become involved in
the varied phases of stagecraftcostuming, lighting, prop collection, scenery and all the other
necessary factors. Every member,
no matter how small his job,
contributes to tbe good of tbe
whole.
The reasons why individuals _
join Little Theatre are as varied
as the people themselves. Some
wish the oPPQrtunity to perform
before an audience and express
themselves through their acting
abilities. Others attend the per~
formances and enjoy what they
see so much that they are drawn
into becoming a part of that
whole. One student, for instance,
joined as a stage hand because
he wished to "help out" and
a lthough he never dreamed he
would do so a t the time, later
tried out and earned his first
part in a production.
This year Little Thea tre was
granted a charter to establish a
chapter 01 Delta Psi Omega, the
national honor fraternity for two ~
year colleges involved in theatre
prodUction, at Cobleskill. This
fraternity is contained wIthin
Little Theatre but membership Is
limited to those individuals who
show by Interest and partlcipa·

ON CAMPUS
by

ANN SWISKEY
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tion in dramatic activities on
campus that they arc worthy of
membership. Membership is attained on the point sys tcmstudents, cithcr by acting on the
s tag e or working backs tage,
accumulate points toward mem~
bcrship.
The Little Theatre group is
currently working on its third
pro d u c t i on this year, Th e
Fa ntasticks, under the · direction
of its able and hard working
advisors, Mrs. Elliott and Mr.
Van Dow. The Little Theatre
organization has officers like any
other club or organization on
campus who aid in keeping the
organization functioning properly.
They include: President, Edward
Mann; Secretary, Janice Mathew;
Treasurer, Muriel Gorden.
L ittle Theatre 'is not just
another of the many service
organizations on campus; it is a
"living" thing.

----

Horticultures'
"Carousel Of Color"
Com e one, come all to the
Horticultural Carnival which highlights the theme, Carousel of Color,
and can be seen by all on May
6 - 7. Your approach to the main
entrance will be lined with gardens
providing you with a "promise of
Utings to come". Guarding the main
entrance is Giles tile giraffe sur- rounded by a natural setting high.
lighting the Carnival theme. Inside
there are wonders to fill the eye,
delight the heart and amaze even
the most skeptic'lJ. Be sure and
catch all fue action including the
Floral arcade, which takes you on
a stroll amidst the atmosphere of
a small New England town; the
Center arena and all its performers;
and mUCh, much more. Visit the
Horticultural area and let yourselJ
be caught up In the /un of Carnival.

Frid ay, May 5, 1967
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CLASS PRES. Cont.

The Cobleskill Mixed Chorus following selections: For All The
will , present a Spring Choral Saints, Lord To Thee We Turn,
Concert on Thursday, May 11, at ' Let Thy Blessed Spirit, Ave
8:00 P.M. in Bouck Hall Theatre. Marie, Water Boy, Old Abralun
The concert will consist of the Brown, Shenandoah, Viva La

Cookery Maid, Hawa Nagila,
Black I s The Color.
The concert should prove to be
an exciting and colorful experience, come and h elp us welcome
t~e spring season to Cobleskill.

WOHl'S
DEPT. STORE

of the Moscow Art Theatre and
]l<lrformed in many productions ollBroadway and in summer theatres.
He first began publishing poems
in 1950. His firs t poems were pub:
lished in the Botteghe Oscure in
Rome and the Poetry Quaterly in
London. Later his poems w e re
printed in American magazines such
as the Partisan Review, Kenyon
Review, Poetry, Harper's, The New
Yorker and many others.
In ]J)62 his lirst book of poems
"Stand Up, Friend, Willl Me" won
the Lamant Award and was PUDlished by the Grove Press. The
next year he r eceived the Guggenheim fellowship.

He thinks Cobleskill's cut system
should be more lenient to Ute student and we, as the students,
should be allowed. more cuts. In
concerning the activities on camp\l'i
Larry stated, "Our activities should
be more evenly distributed through·
out the college year."
Before Larry finishes hi s term in
office he would like to see a
student advisory board. He says,
"It will consist of students to assist
the president in decision making
and to further representation to the
members of the senior class."
In conclusion, Larry said, "I
deeply appreciate the opportunity to
lead Ule class of 1968 to n great
year 'so that we may take pride in
Our college and have our college
take pride in us, the class 01 1968."
Larry's luIure plans alter graduation from Cobleskill are to enter
into a partnership with his father
on Q fann.

POET Cont.

SHOPPERS MART
FULL LINE OF MEN'S WEAR
VAN HEUSEN
Shirts -

LEE
Slacks -

BROOKFIELD

Sport Coats -

Suits

Mr. Field wrote the narration lor
the documentary film "To Be
Alive" which played at the Johnson's Wax pavilion at the recent
New York World's Fair. As a result,
it won a number 01 awards includ·
ing an academy award.
His second book of poems entitled
"Variety Photoplays" will be puJ>.
lished this spring.
Mr. Field gives poetry readings
at colleges all over the country
from San Francisco State College
and Washington State University to
Boston University and Rollins College in Florida. So here is your
opportunity to hear Mr. ~]eld at
Cobleskill. See you all there.

FULL LINE OF WOMEN'S WEAR
WRANGLERS

BETTY BRADLAY DRESSES

STYLE CRAFT
Dresses -

Sportswear -

-

JANTZEN
Coats Swim Suits

IN SICKNESS AND IN HEALTH

PIERCE'S PHARMACY

SHOES
PHIRATS for MEN

OOVERGIRL for WOMEN

Open Wednesday· Thursday. Friday Til 9 P.M.
Call: 234·3011

Raymond E. Kolts, Reg_ Pharm.
DRUGS -

PRESCRIPTIONS -

30 Main Street, Cobleskill, N. Y.
FREE ALTERATIONS ON EVERYTHING

COSMETICS
Phone 234·3633
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EXHIBITS

AGRICULTURAL DIVISION
Agronomy
Green Problems
Soil and Fertilizer
Soil, Wildlife and Water Conservation
Sell Division and Plant Growth

Agricultural Business
Animal Husbandry
Dairy Ca ttle Exhibit
Dairy Ca ttle Housing
Milking Parlor
Dairy Ca ttle Show (Sat. 9:00)
Beef Ca ttle Show (Sat. 10:00)

Greenhouse Area
O. G. 101
O. G. 101
. Wheeler 108
Ag. Eng. Lounge
An. Hus. Class. Bldg.

Dairy Barn
Dairy Barn
An. Hus. Laboratory
Next to Dairy Barn

Dairy and Food Science
Milk-Composition, Cos ts, Consumption
Ultra Violet Sterilization

Creamed Cheeses
Freeze-Dried Meats
Freeze-Dried Coffee
Milk Processing (Sat. 8:00-10:30)
Agricultural Engineering
Projects with Design
Ventilation for Top Health
Streamlined Milking
Progress with Power
Magic wi th Hydraulics
Are Your Motors Under Control
Ornamental Horticulture

Ag.
Ag.
Ag.
Ag.
Ag.
Ag.

AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL

103
103
103
102
102
100

Eng.
Eng.
Eng.
Eng.
Eng.
Eng.

117
109
109
116
114
108

Carousel of Flowers
Floral Arcade

O.H. 1

Center Arena

O. H. 2
Lobby, O. H.
Greenhouses
O. H. 3
O. H . Area
Front, O. H.
Foyer, O. H.
Ag. Eng. 106
Foyer, O. H.
O. H. Area

Flowers on Display

Plant Manageries
Carnival of Garden Posts
Outdoor Garden
Window Displays
Landscape "pesign

Floriculture Equipment
Nursery Machinery
BUSINESS DIVISION
Accounting
Welcome to the Accounting World
Accounting Demonstration
Business Administration

Wheeler 207
Wheeler 207
Wheeler 216

Data Processing
Wheeler 110
Secretarial Science
Typing Materials Exhibit
Wheeler 204
Secretaries on the Go-Go
Wheeler 203
FOOD SERVICE ADMINISTRATION-Foods Around the World
Shipboard Buffet
H. Ec. 200
A Cook's Tour of Regional and Foreign Foods
H. Ec. 204
American Menu Classics
H. Ec. 1
Food in the World of the Cobleskill Student
H . Ec. 203
GENERAL EDUCATION - Biological Sciences
Diversity of Life, Learning Materials for Biology Wheeler 109
Sell Division, Algae and Osmosis
Wheeler 108
Blood study, blood cells and preparation of slides Wheeler 001
Water Pollution and Related Problems
Wheeler 108
Vertebrate Tissues Display
Wheeler 109
Bacterial Action & Sensitivity Reactions to Bacteria Wheeler 190
Animal Phyla and Their Relationships
Wheeler 108
Humanities
"Area School Artists"- Art Exhibition
Art Cen tr, O. G.
Physical Education
Athletic Exhibit
West End, Bouck Hall Gym
Athlete Demonstrations
Rear of Bouck Hall
Golf, Hole-in-One Contest
Rear of Bouck Hall
Physical Sciences
Products of Coal and Crude Oil
W heeler 107
Instruments used in Chemistry
Wheeler 107
Chromatographic separation of proteins
Wheeler 106
Atoms and Molecules and Their Models
Wh eeler 106
College Math Program Changes and College
Statistical Studies
W heeler 214
Astronomy, Meteorology and Geology Exhibits
Wheeler 202
NURSERY EDUCATION
Open House
Lark Street School
An Adventure in Creative Activities
FR 3, 5, 7
CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES
Bouck Hall Lobby
Hill Whispers, WSGA, Phi Theta Kappa, Student Council, Voice,
Alpha Lambda Phi, Phi Beta Lambda, Women's Athletic and
Recreation Assn., Outing Club, Women's and Men's Intramurals,
Theta Gamma Epsilon, Zeta Alpha Phi, Newman Club, S tudent
Christian Assn., Christian Science Organization, Canterbury
Club, Varsity Club, Food Service Club, Mixed Chorus, Alpha
Phi Omega.
SPORTS
Invitational High School Track Meet
Satur day 11:00
Baseball (Albany State Frosh )
Satur day 1 :30

COBY GRADUATE IN BOLIVIAN JUNGLE
Tom Williams is a 1964 graduate

01 Cobleskill ill 'Food Service. Shortly
after his graduation, Tom entered

the Peace Corps and aHer

6UCCess-

tully completing the training program he was sent to San Borja,
a small town in the hinterlands of
Bolivia, where he was to work with
the local inhabitants in developing
and improving their community in
various ways. Tom spent two years
in this area, came back home in
the spring of '66, and then volunteered to return in the Iall of '66 to

Bolivia for another year of service.
What follows are excerpts from a
letter received tram Tom recently
in which he teUs of one of his
most interesting projects: a trip
into the interior of a Bolivian jungle
to vaccinate Indians.
The boat we were to use was
docked several leagues up river
and we hnd to go by bike over the
pampas lor several hour. 10 get

there. That was one hot ride let
me tell you. When we reached the
boat, we had to make her riverworthy. bailed out water, worked
on the motor, and painted it with
a coating of silver paint to rellect
some of the ferocious tropical sun.
Arter we started" out, not too far
down river we got hung up on a
thick pole and sand ' dunes several
times, but alter aWhile we arrived
at America, a protestant mission,
where we spent the night. As we
continued, we again were hung-up
on sand dunes. A t one point we
were all out wading trying to find
a deep enough place for the boat
to get through. Well, I found one.
All 01 a sudden I was in deep
water and the treacherously strong
current Of ilie Maniqui River was
carrying me too swiftly. For a
minute I thought my time had
come, but I managed to grab hold
01 a pole s tiCking out 01 the river,

and iliere I remained hanging for
dear lire until the boat was able
to catch up with me. Later that
night we had to bail the boat out
again and patch her up before
finally making it to the town.
The first day we spent visiting
many houses and everyone was
thliUed to see the houseboat, which
was the biggest thing any of them
had ever seen on the river. The
next day we began to vaccinate and
continued to average 60 to 70 people
per day. Most of the people were
receptive; some had to be talked
into it. Naturally the children went
into hysterics the minute they saw
a gringo lace.
After several days, we had to stop
for repairs again. We docked in
front of a houseful of Indians. One
little nine-year-old boy spent hours
trying to teach me to shoot his
handmade bow and arrow. I guess
he llgured I was a last ca\l.Be be-

cause I couldn' t shoot as straight
as he could. I watehed his grand·
mother cook two large monkeys. I
was curious to know what monkey
tastes like but we left before they
were properly cooked. F urther down
the river, there were fewer huts
and more wild animals, like wild
pigs, which is delicious.
Many types of diseases w ere
rampant, almost all had some type
of skin disease. Festering sores were
common, and some were to the
point where whole portions of a
hand, leg, foot, or [ace was eaten
away. One man was such a pitiful
sight; nearly hall his face, moot 01
his nose, was eaten away.
When our food supplies were
getting low, we started hack up
river, stopping to see the people
'we had vaccinated and treating
others. So that was my trip down
into the wilds, a truly great and
marvelous experience.

