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Director 
Addresses Student 
Gives Fatherly I4dvice, Too 

"You are presented with a chal
lenge and an opportunity as you 
begin this year at the Institute," 
remarked Director Ray L. Wheel
er as he spoke to the students of 
the Home Economics Division fol
lowing their picnic. He reminded 
the returning seniors that they 
might give and get more at the 
school this year than they did last 
year. He suggested that the Jun
iors look upon this as the time for 
a fresh slart--- a time to live as 
their high hopes would have them 
live. . 

"All that we offcr of value is not 
hard work, some of it i s good fun 
and enjoyment. too, "Mr. Wheeler 
said. "We will a ll have a part in 
building the design of Coblesldll 
Institute in '48. Students, faculty 
and friends can cooperat e to make 
the year the best one yet." 

Mrs. Wheeler was also introduc
ed and she welcomed each and 
every student to come to visit her 
and Director Wheeler at their 
home whenever possible. 

Faculty To Honor 
High Scholarship 

High Honor Students will be 
recognized by the Director through 
a special announcement at the end 
of each quarter. At their initial 
meeting on September 16th t h e 
Faculty voted to establish a Com
mittee 0 11 Academic Sta nding head
ed by the Director which will re 
view the work ·of a ll students each 
quarter. 
CR E DIT P OI N TS 
A R E I~[PORTANT 

This faculty action institutes the 
use of the "credit point system" 
as a means of determining acade
mic standing. The marking system 
on page 22 of the "Student Hand· 
book" remains the same , except 
that the "E" grade is omitted for 
all regular students. Each letter 
grade now has a credit point value 
as follows: 

Letter Grade 
A 
B 
C 
D 

Inc. 

F 

Cred it Points 
11er course hour 

3 
2 
1 
o 
o until 

completed 
- 1 

(Cont. P. 2, Col. 2) 

Household 
Mechanics 

Is Practical 
This year the Household Mechan

ics Course will have Mr. Ward A. 
Rodwcll as the instructor for all 
the Junior girls. 

Household Mechanics is str essed 
in connection with household man
agement problems. Students are 
trained in the service and r epai r 
of their own home equipment. 
Lamps, extension cords, and 
other fundam ental devices of elec
tricity are rewired and overhauled. 
Pt;actice is given in replacing fuses 
and learning how to test fo r burnt 
out fuses. In general, problems of 
mechini cal si tuations about the 
home are solved so that girls may 
use safer and easier methods of 
work at home. 

Vet's Village News 
The "Vets Village" extends 

greetings to all the students as 
they return to the New York In
stitute for another year. Many new 
students have joined us for the 
coming year. Welcome to all. 

The O'Shea's have moved from 
unit 26 to unit 15. The O'Shea's 
have Geal's niece with them for 
some time. Joe's brother, Dutch, 
is going to stay with them, too. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. Charwat with 
new daughter have returned for 
the new year. 

Kay Bloom gave a shower for 
Betty (Thornton) France Sept. 11th. 
It was held at Dora CorsaU's on 
E lm Street. 

We wonder what happened to 
several of the garCjlens. Guess the 
white line stretched just too far. 

We hope the wives club will soon 
start up again. 

WHAT A "CAT"! 
He the big yellow monster, has 

roared and ripped, snorted and 
torn, purred and smoothed 0 u t 
around the N. Y. S. I . A. campus 
a ll summer. For a long time he 
knew but one master, Mr. H. J. 
Curtis, but now we learn that Mr. 
Rodwell , Mr. Warde and Mr. War
ner are courageously taming the 
cat , too. 

This big D-6, 10 ton Caterpillar 
bulldozer could probably level of( 
the Hill, but so far it has done 
some fine road making for us. Look 
out for it. 

H. Ec. Head Says Cuts Are 
Out, WSG Is Needed 

As you all know by now, Miss 
Phyllis K. Sprague is the new head 
of the Home Economics Depart
ment here on the Hill . Miss 
Sprague came to us in the early 
par t of the summer from the Syra
cuse Univer sity Home Economi.cs 
Staff. 

This year, Miss Sprague has an
nounced that there will be no cut 
system for any of the students at 
the Institute. This system has been 
misused as well as taken advan
tage of to such an extent that it 
was discontinued by action of the 
whole faculty last June. Thus at
tendance in classes should be much 
more punctual than last year. 

Miss Sprague has suggested the 
formation of a Womens' Student 
Governm ent organization. In sev
eral large colleges where Miss 
Sprague has previously taught, 
such an organization had been 
formed and proved successful. Our 
Student Council, composed of a 
mixed group of fellows and girls, 
governs here at the Institute. Many 
of the problems brought up in the 
Council are of concern only to the 
women or men students separately. 
A Women 's Student Government 
(WSG) could work out these mat
ters more effectively and release 
the a lr eady overworked Counci l. 
If it becomes an efiicient govern
ment , maybe the men on the Hill 
will want to start a Men 's Student 
Government. 

Miss Sprague, who had previous
ly been engaged in administrative 
work at Penn State College and 
~ith the Federal Government, en
JOYs working in this fie ld very 
much. She says she is very happy 
in Cobleskill and enjoys her work 
at the Institute immensely. 

Cross Country Men 
Face Full Schedule 

Coach Warde announces a five 
meet schedule for his "Hill and 
Dale-ers" beginning with a three 
way contest against Hartwick Col
lege and Delhi Ag-Tech Institute 
on Oct. 19th. 

Returning team members and 
new candidates will report on Sept. 
28th at '4 p.m. in Dairy ' 200 for a 
meeting and workout.· 

The schedule is as follows: 
Oct. 19-Hartwiclt & Delhi at 

Oneonta. 
Oct. 23-R.P.1. Frosh a t Troy. 
Oct. 30-Morrisville Inst. at Mor

risville. 
Nov. 6-Morrisville. Inst. at Home. 
Nov. 13-Delhi Inst. at Home. 

1948 Sees Largest 
Enrollment Ever 

A total of over three - hundred 
students are reported enrolled or 
in the process of enrolling at the 
Institute this year. It's the largest 
group the school has ever had. The 
campus is humming with activity 
as the new juniors and the "vet
eran" seniors get in the swing. 

There are fifty-three senior girls, 
twenty-two in Nursery Education 
and thirty-one Institution Adl11inis~ 
tration majors. 

As for the new crop of junior 
girls, twenty-six are enrolled in 
Nursery Education, thirty in Insti
tution Administration. 

In the Agriculture Departmcnt, 
we expect cighty seniors to r eturn 
and approximately one-hundred 
and twenty new junior s . Of these, 
seven are girls; five, senior s and 
two juniors. 

It looks like a big year, people, 
and the students are the ones to 
make it so. By lots of friendly 
spirit and plenty of cooperation, 
they can make this a very enjoy
able year- a year to remem ber. 

Juniors Weloomed 
At Party 

Monday evening, September 13th, 
at 7 :00, the grave, old seniors wel
comed the jolly jun iors (or maybe 
it was the jolly seniors welcoming 
the grave juniors) on the love ly 
campus. The lu:ah grass was quite 
a change from straggly weeds left 
by the merry ice-sJmters o( last 
year! 

Caroline Schmick, acting on be
half of the seniors welcomed the 
faculty members and juniors, and 
offered regrets that Miss Sprague 
was unable to attend. The Seniors 
then had an opportunity to locate 
their little sisters---what a gay 
scramble. Each girl had an identi
fication card, including name, 
home address, major and hobby. 
It's really a small world, now that 
we know each other! 

A game of acquaintance was en· 
joyed. The seniors climaxed the 
evening with the melodious strains 
of the Alma Mater. The apples in 
the or chard were just too tempting, 
MI'. Kelsey. 

The seniors tlo welcome the jun
iors and will try to he lp them to 
make their first year at Cobleskill 
one of enjoyable memories. 

WELCOME FELLOWS TO POULTRY DUTY, BARN DUTY AND DATE NIGHT! 



HILL WHISPERS 
Published semi-monthly by the 

Students of the New York S tate 
Ins ti t ute of Agriculture and Home 
Economics at Cobleskill, N. Y. 

STAFF 
Co-Editors Emily Indracik 

J ames Savastano 
Secretary Rachel Briggs 
Report-cl's - Hess. Carey, Mergen

tha ler , Saltsman, Clark, E v
ans, McCellan, Morey, Butts, 
G riener, Pape 

T ypists - Gladstone, Willis , Farm
er, O'Neil, Pape, Cary, Me
Cellan , Gasper 

,Advisor - E. M. Smith 

Editorial 
Since N. Y. S. I. A. expects such 

an increase of s tudents this year I 

clubs, organizations, and class act
ivities should be conducted on a 
large scale with m uch interest and 
enthusiasm. But why is it that 
only a limited number participate 
or attend meetings, while the other 
so called active members go to 
the Spa or sit under the trees? As 
with a country , this school needs 
and m ust have cooper ation among 
students and faculty to be an in
s titution that is famous not only 
through its scholastic s tanding but 
because of its active social life. 
What do you say, Juniors and Sen
iors, le t s malte ou r parties , dances, 
clubs , and extra curri cular activi
ties known beyond Coblesk ill! 

Tea Held For Parents 

The Senior Nursery Education 
girls on lab prepared a tea Mon
day, September 20th , in honor of 
the parents of entering childr en in 
the Institute Nursery. About a doz
en mothers attended the t.ea to 
meet the senior girls who operate 
the nursery. 

CooJdes and punch wer e served 
while parents and s tudents discuss
ed their joint problems. Mrs. Pear
son led a debate pertaining to 
the schedule, and r ules. Parents 
were invited to vi sit the g roup at 
any time. 

Another tea is being p lanned to 
be held to welcome the junior Nur
sery Education g irls into the group. 

MISS BAKER 
NOW AT E. OltANGE 

Miss Hazel Baker, former head 
of the Home Economics Division, 
is now Supervisor of Home Eco
nomics Education in the City of 
East Orange, N. J. This position 
places her in charge of all the 
Home Economics work in the pub
lic schools a nd provides her with 
an opportunity to direct the school 
cafeteria service as welL Her ad
dress is 19 Winans St., East Orange , 
N. J . 

ATTEND 

Class Meetings 

Wed. at 1 :35 p.m. 

TWO 

HILL HOUSEMOTHER 
LIKES US 

Mrs. R uth Stellwagen is former
ly from Norwich, New York, but 
was born in Ulster County. She 
went to Business School to learn 
s tenography a nd worked as a sten
ographe r for s ix years before she 
came to Norwich. 

Before Mrs. Stellwagen came to 
Cobleskill she worked in a jewel
ery store and la ter as a bookkeep
er in a furniture store a t Norwich. 
She says sh e liked Norwich very 
much and never wanted to leave 
the town to Jive a nywhere else, 
until she came to Cobleskill. 

Mrs. Stellwagen said, "I hope 
I'm not too lenient with the g irl s, 
but, I have had four children of 
my own ." 

Before she left Norwich she was 
an active member of the Eastern 
Star and a member of the Fi rst 
Baptist Church in Norwich. 

This is the fi rst time Mrs. Stell
wagen has ever been a housemoth
er. So far she enjoys her work 
very much and is more than will
ing to cooper ate with the girls on 
.Hill if they in turn will work with 
her. 

HIGH SCHOLARSHIP 
Continued from Page .1 ) 

If an "Inc." is not made up 
promptly during the next school 
quarter a grade of " F" shall be 
entered for the course. 

An average of "C" or 1.0 credit 
points for a ll courses taken shall 
be needed to remain in Good Scho
lastic Standing. At the end of each 
marking period, those students who 
do not have a cumulative average 
of 1.0 shall be p laced on probation 
by the Head of Division. When a 
student fails for two successive 
quarters to obtain an average of 
"C" or 1.0, he will be g iven an 
opportunity to present his case at 
a hearing before the Committee 
on Academic Standing. The Com
mittee will then r ecommend that 
the Director retain the s tudent or 
dismiss him . 

HOW IT WORKS 

L et 's consider the cases of the 
average and poor students. J oe 
Average tal{es six courses, each of 
which carries three hours cred it. 
His grades are: lA, lB, 4C's so he 
will have (3 hours X 3 credit points) 
plus (3 hours X 2 CI'edit points) 
plus (12 hours X 1 credit point) 
or a total of 27 credit points. 
Divide 27 by the 18 hours that he 
takes and we have 1.5 for his term 
average. Tha t 's a respectable re
cord. Nowl Paul Poor a lso takes 
18 hours · of work but his grades 
are 4C's and 2D's. Hence, h is aver
age is (4 X 3 X 1) plus (2 X 3 
X 0) or 12 divided 18. That is.67, 
which places h im on probation. If 
at the end of the next quarter he 
can get enough B's and A' s to 
bring his average up to 1.0 he 
need not worry. 

The fa culty is adopting thi s wide
ly used college system because 
.they believe better c lass work and 
ther efore greater job effi ciency will 
result. They are especially inter
ested to see who will a chieve the 
" Honor Lis t" in November. 

HAVE FuN ON THE HAY RIDE 
THURSDAY EVENING 

The Cat's Meow 

Taking my little sister in hand 
we trudged through the throng of 
other seniors and their junior s is
ters to "Beyond Glory" at the local 
cinema. P opcorn procured, we 
climbed over laps, a cross people 
and coralled our friends a nd our 
friends' friends in one aisle. The 
lights dimmed and we gradually 
relaxed after yelli ng ourselves sil
ly. Alan Ladd was at hi s best a nd 
my Kleenex suppl y was soon ex
hausted . All ended well and we 
adjourn to a brimming Spa. Spy
ing an empty booth we got a run
ning start and g rabbed it. 

Then came the daily d irt- --
Ray Briggs certainly led an ex
citing summer. "Manny" threw 
her in a mud puddle to see it she 
could swim: 
Zella and Ida a re knitting socks-
--cold feet already girls? 
Amidst the odors of cokes and 
cheesburgers we smelled turpen
tine! 
Those Nursery Ed. seniors couldn't 
quite disguise their day's labors 
of dabbing paint her e and there . 

Did Marge run into a doorlmob-
· -01' an old fri end? 

Wilma and Pete certainly have 
things easy. Pappy's ranch comes 
in mighty handy, huh? 

" P ee Wee" Willis has a mos t 
unusual favorite color--Gray- -but 
we didn't catch the first name. 

Griener and Shimp are still a 
twosome---But F lorida's so-oo far 
away! 

Have you heard the song--"Thcr e 
Ought To Be a Society for the PI'e
vention of Cruelty , To Poor Un
fortunate Lovers "It's sung by 
our own Helen Brown and Beth 
Jerge. 

Carrie Jane says - and I quote 
"Guess there won't be any Ford in 
my future". 

Barbara Catherman wears the 
path to her dorm mighty thin after 
those lette rs from Earl. 

Nancy We rner's favorite song is 
--"He's Just My Bill". 
~arie Gasper has a steady, but 

writes to a bunch of men---som e 
people have all the luck. 

Did Tommy push Zelia over in 
his eagerness to ca.tch the bride's 
bouquet? 

F or such a little girl, Becky ab
sorbed a lot of the sun. Looks 
smooth , Becky. 

What happened in Hubert 's Dorm 
on South Grand one nite when J ean 
Helen, Pat, and Dot investigated 
a package neatly done up behind 
a dresser? 

hi~~han's back and Clarkie's got 

We notice our "Red" isn't any 
more. Maybe she lost the bottle 
of H202. 

Glancing at the clock, we found 
it was time to be in .... w e r ushed 
to our dorms , hoping that everyone 
enjoyed the evening a s m uch a s 
we did. 

Echoes of '48 
This is station A.C.M. (better 

Imown as Alumni Cats Meaw) 
coming to you from unknown parts, 
giving you the last est on the last
est happenings. W-e sha ll · begin 
wi th "Flash" and it is flashy 
Whitie Wasstrom who now picks 
Peggy Morton up in a new 1918 
S tudeba ker ,., ,., "* Toby S ilverman 
has entered Cornell University t hi s 
fall '" '" .. Betty Thorn ton, now 
known as Mrs. Carlton l<'rance, is 
residing at Park place and we a ll 
remember the young local cop ! 

.x- '" '" Lois Monroe a nd Dale Pet
tit a re happily - - - engaged '" .:'. ,. 
Naida Race will become Mrs. Par
ker some time during tJ1C month 
of October '" '" ,., The fo r mer Peg
gy Strong, and now Mrs. Falza
rano is housemother to six beau
tiful junior girls at 126 East Main 
street .:, '" .;:. 

Doris Richards is working in an 
Albany s t ore until she drops the 
Miss and becom-es Mrs., which 
Doris says can happen any time 
between now and June'" '" '" Puul 
Papusch expects t o ent er UCLA 
in Califo rnia '" .. ,., We welcome 
Pete P eterson and Jerry Ewald 
back to NYSIA- they a re talting 
work in new major f ields .» '" '" 
Mickey Haggart is now Mrs. Bob 
Schmand ,., '" '''Eddie Shri mp is 
enrolled at Florida Southern Col
lege in Lalteland, Florida - '" '" 
Fred Butler had found a job ne al' 
Cobleskill- need we ask w hy? 

.;: . . ;:. '" Beatrice P hilli ps is working 
in Poughkeepsie'" '" - Louise H a r
rington is in the sunny part of 
Florida '" '" '" J ean and L es Driggs 
hav·::;: set up housekeeping in Glens 
Falls'" - '" Nancy Beall has a n in
terest in NYSIA - does Bob C. 
lcnow this??'! '" '" '" Martin Dratz 
has us puzzled as to his where
abouts ,. '" '" 

Paul Allen, Bob Lorenzen, Edith 
Reissman, Winifred Sossei and 
Willia m Arrowsmith will be sl..'"Cn 
on the familiar s treet s in town 
,. '" '" Pete L ester will make a few 
weekend appearances at NYSIA 
between now and J a nuary '" '" ,. 
It is a race to see which hOllse 
the stork flies to first - Steve 
Krous-e's . in the Vet un its or Dick 
Lamphere's in T ennessee '" • • 
Mickey Clapp has seen Bob Breese 
quite a few times this sum mo(!l'
is Glens Falls near Schoharie??? 

'" * '" J oe Gold w ill be seen often 
on campus this yea r- you must 
congratulate h im on his engage
m~nt '" '" '" J ane W addell will be 
married the 15th of October'" '" '" 
Cliff H elme has a hay wagon to 
be used for groups desiring a n 
outing'" '" '" 

F or further news read your 
daily newspaper '" '" '" This is 
ACM signing off and wishing each 
and a ll a happy and successful 
year '" '" '" B ye now '" ,. '" bong 

'" '" '" bong '" '" ,. bong '" '" '" !!! 
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