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College Winterfest A Big Success 
"Hort Club's Wacky Wabbit ," 

a glorious pink bunny banked 
with colorful spring flowers, 
took the first pnze in Cobleskill 
College 's snow sculpture 
contest. Davis Hall's sbamrock, 
complete with rainbow and pot 
of gold, placed second, while 
Pearson Hall's anny tank toad 
third place. Another big 
shamrock, the joint effort of 
Porter and Parsons Halls, was 
the fourth winner. There were 
eleven sculptures, all in tune 
with the theme "Holidays," 
entered in the Winterfest '78 
competition. 

The judges, Dean Albert 
Iorio, Dean Ruby Doane , 
Professor Marian Reilly, and 
Jean Webb Williams, gave a 

. special vote of thanks to senior 
Gordon Hamilton for his one
man effort in sculpting a huge 
colorful American flag. 

Skiers and . skaters . enjoyed 
exceptionally good weather 
Friday night at the College 

• Recreation Lodge--the snow 
was perfect and the ice was· 
nice! At 9 p.m. everyone paused 
to watch the torchlighl parade 
of the college ski patrol as they 
slowly descended from the top 
of the mountain. In front of the 
lodge they fonned a semi<ricJe 
of torches . . . it was there that 
the winners of " the handsmoest 
man and prettiest girl " contests
were announced. Senior Kevin 
Pawlowski, an SLT major from 
Kat onah , was elected · " the 
handsomest man," while senior 
Denise Bertholf of Liberty was 

named "the prettiest girl." This 
particular contest was run by 
Gamma Sigma Epsilon, with 
the $135 proceeds going to the 
Muscular Dystrophy Fund. 

Following thes e outdoor 
activities , over 700 college 
students moved into the Rec 
Lodge to dance the night away 
to the music of the Alligators. 

On Saturday , the winter 
OlympicS of lumberjacking, bed 
relays and other outdoorsy 
activities drew large crowds. 
Parents, children and students 
alike enjoyed the hayrides, 
while a packed·in ctowd saw the 
three-cornered swim meet in 
Bouc k natatorium Saturday 
afternoon. 

Bouck gym was the site of one 
of the college's most exciting 
basketball games of the season. 
In the closing seconds, the Coby 
hoopsters beat the strong 
Champlain College men by a 
score of 82-31. Said one spec
tator, " It was a real Howard 
Cosell finish !" 

On the athletic field some 24 
cross-cotultry skiers took part 
"m the second annual Citizen 
Stampede, as organized by 
College Athletics Director Fred 
8(.nnett. 

The great Duke Ellingtoft 
Band brought the big band era 
back to the college campus, 
much to the delight of the pr~ 
rock generation . About 500 
pe~sons, with a strong 
representat ion ' of faculty , 
community and parents, en
joyed the "Mood Indigo," and 

filled the dance floor for almost 
every number. Every popular 
dance from the jitterbug to the 
Coby trot could be seen ! Real 
ballroom dancing may actually 
be revived as a result of this 
Saturday night concert-dance, 
according to one residence hall 
director. 

Cobleskill ' s own Jazz 
Workshop Band , under the 
direction of Mike Kinney, also 
appeared on the Saturday night 
program. Many listeners were 
extremely impressed with the 
performance of this local group, 
and urged that they be featured 
at another dance. 

As Winteriest '78 drew to a 
close on Sunday, Cobleskill 
College honored the scholarly 
achievements of 48 YOWlg men 
and women who had earned 
membership in Phi Theta 
Kappa. This scholastic 
honorary society, now in its 
eighteenth year at Cobleskill, 
held its traditional candlelight 
induction ceremony. PTK 
President Joy Dressel 
welcomed the many proud 
parents who attended, along 
with many faculty members 
and friends. The guest speaker, 
Cobleskill College President 
Walton .A. Brown, entitled his 
remarks "How Do You Spell 
Survival ?" After 
acknowledging the day as "a 
milestone in your life" he 
congratulated the inductees for 
taking their places among the 
members of the prestigious Phi 
Theta Kappa society. Dr. 

Brown, when quoting Norman 
Cousins, noted that along with 
the proverbial 3 R'g, there were 
the 4 P 's. These involved 
preparation for ea rnin~, 
preparation for living, 
preparation for understanding, 
and preparation fo r par
ticipation. He also reminded 
them, that if they had been born 
twenty years earlier, they may 
not have been here-for twenty 
years ago, the educational 
opportunities had not been so 
, available. 

Cobleskill's president then 
shared some aspects of his 
recent trip to Israel with the 
audience. He noted that Israel 
was a mix of many cultures, a 
hybrid society, as was America. 
He also stated that education 
had a unifying effect there, as it 
doeS' here. Like the Israelis, 
America, too, has been sear
ching for a b;etter world. 

Dr. Brown reflected that Phi 
Theta Kappa members are 
"people who think as well as 
do. " Earlier in his remarks, he 
had cited PTK's theme for the 
year , " Man Alive-Can He 
Survive?" When concluding his 
remarks, he said, "The answer 

~ is in your hands! " Dr. Brown 
hoped that, through their 
education and achievements at 
Cobleskill, the members would 
be at/Ie to make some of the 
right decisions, to create a 
better understanding of the 
interdependence of mankind 
and to bring about a better life 
for their children's children. 

Jackman Art Show To Open At Art Gallery 
The retrospective art of 

Cobleskill artist William Jack
man will be featured in the 
Cobleskill College Art Gallery 
during the month of March. The 
show will open Monday, March 
6 with a reception for the artist 
from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Gallery director John 
Grosvenor and CAF AC wish to 
invite all members of the 
conununity and the college to 
greet the artist and see his 
paintings. 

As Mr. Jackrpan prepared his 
show, he said, " Like most ar
tists, I began working in the 
security of realism but soon 
realized there was much more 
to art-than competing with color 
photography. The basic 
problems which have con
fronted me as an artist are 
whether or not to confine myself 
to the exploration and 
development of one style or 
approach, how far I could go in 
abstraction and non-objective 
work without that work losing 
its ability to communicate and 
Iat:lsing into an artistic conceit, 
and where the thin edge is 
between artistic significance 
and mere decoration. 
"~ the work in this show 

indicates, I chose' to explore 
many approaches rather than 
limit my scope to a relatively 
narrow concentration. I did this 
out of the conviction that my life 

is simply too brief to ignore thlt 
many exciting possibilities of 
which I, as is any human being, 
am capable. 

, 
"The turbulence of the past 

decade is reflected by works 
with more literal and satiric 
approaches which make strong 
statements about our society. I 
have always had an affinity for 

trees, whether climbing them 
as !I youn.gster or appreciating 
their varied forms and their 
strong vertical thrust up from 
the earth as an adult identifying 
sympathetically with another. 
natural form. The cubism with 
transparent planes expresses 
for me a kind of mystical in
terdependence of all things 
because it unites all objects, the 
foreground, the background, 

and the sky into one whole . . 

" As I look back over my work 
I sense less of the certainty and 
rigidity of youth and greater 
willingness to risk failure in 
later efforts; and an openness to 
once shunned approaches such 
as realism as valid and ef
fective directions. Out of many 
experiments and failures have 
come the works of this show 
which span the last thirty 
years." 

Mr. Jackman began teaching 
at Cobleskill Central Scliool in 
1949, shortly after he completed 
his undergraduate work at 
Youn~stown University. 

During his 29 year tenure at 
Cobleskill, Mr. Jackman has 
continued to pursue his 
education and his artistic en
deavors. In 1955 he studied 
painting , sculpture and 
philosophy at Kent State 
University, and in 1959 he ' 
completed his master's degree . 
at SUNY Albany. Mr. Jackman 
continued his post-graduate 
work in 1966 when he took a 
Temple University art h~ry 
tour in Europe. 

"Your education spells more 
than survival. It spells 
responsibility for leadership in 
the development of the com
munity of nations," he added. 

The induction event also 
featured the Coby Singers, 
directed by Cherie Stevens, and 
the piano music of freshman "
Tom Finch. 

In recapping the Winterfest, 
Douglas Long said, "There was 
more participation than ever 
before. The weekend has 
become more popular each 
year. I think this is partially due 
to the fact that there was such a 
variety of events which ap
pealed to a wide age range. 
College Union Board had strong 
support from many campus 
~groups, <IS well as from the 
conunLmity. We were especially 
happy this year to share the 
pleasure of the Duke Ellington 
Band with so many off<ampus 
people. I'd like to add here that 
Dorothy Horton's staff did a 
superb job with the -Saturday 
night hors d'ouvres, while Bob 
Permo gave 10 percent of the 
bar receipts to the College 
Scholar~p Fund." 

"Winterfest chairperson Ann 
Bl~chard and the members of 
College Union Board join me in 
thanking everyone who helped · 
make last weekend such a big 
success," said Mr. Long, who is 
Director of Student Activities. 

Results of Coby OlympiCS and 
pictures inside. 

Returning: 
• 

New 
Performance 
Convention 

The New Performance 
Convention returns to Cobleskill 
College by popular demand on 
Monday, February Zl at 8 p.m. 
They will appear, through the 
courtesy of CAF AC, in Bouck 
Theatre. The public is invited; 
admission is free. 

..... College Music Professor 
Robert Gosselink explained that 
this popular group came to 
Cobleskill's Brickyard Point 
last spring. They were so well 
received that many students 
requested a repeat per
fonnance in a larger facility. 

The four members of the New 
Performanceeonventlon playa 
variety of instruments, in
cluding piano, guitar, flute , and 
cello in an unusual combination 
of folk and classical music. 
Their program features 
renaissance , ragtime,· Bach, 
Brubeck, Debussy, Joplin, 
Ravel, Gershwin, Shostakovich, 
and many others. They have 
performed and pleased 
audiences throughout the 
Albany-8chenectady area. 

For the second year they are 
sponsored by the New York 
State Council on the Arts . 
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Coming Events - The Reel S~oop 

March 
. March 5 Lifeguard· 2 & 7 p.m . 

2 Film "Carrie" - BT-6: l S & 8:45 p.m . 
3 ZAP Dance - 9 to 1 a.m. 
3 Film " Mark of Zorro" - BT -7 p.m . 
4 Indoor Soccer - Bouck Gym - 9 a.m. to 10 p.m . 
5 Film "Lifeguard" - BT - 2 & 7 p.m . 
6 " Bill Jackman - Retrospect ive" - Ar t Gallery - 7: 30 p.m. 
8 CAFAC "Capitol Hilt Choral Society" - Bouck Gym - 8 p.m . 
9 Pearson Presents - BT · 8 p.m . each night 
10 " . 

• 

11 .. 
10 Oelotsco District First Aid Meet - Bouck Gym - 7-10 p.m. 
10 Livestock Club Square Oance - Prentice Hall - 9-1 a.m_ 
1.0 A PO Regional Conference on Campus 
11 " 
11 APO Dinner and Party - Prentice Hall 
12 Film " Eag le Has Landed" - BT · 2&7 p.m. 
13,1 4,15 "Randy Rice" - Coffeehouse - 8-10 p.m. 
14 Livestock Club Forum · BT -8-10 p.m . 
15 CAFAC " Keuter Dance Company" - BT - 8 p.m. -
16 CUB Fi lm "Si lver Strea k" - BT - 6: 1S& 8: 4S p.m. 
17 Phi Theta Ka ppa Cabaret Nigh t - Prentice Hall - 9·1 a.m . 
17 Film " The Day the Ear t h Stood Stili"· BT · 7p.m . 
18 CAMPUS V 1SITATION DAY 
18 CU B Dance-Concert "Todd HoBin Sand" · Prentice Hall -
9·1 a.m . 
19 Film " Hawmps" - BT - 2 & 7 p.m. 
" SPR ING RECESS BE GINS· 8 a.m. 

• 

Student · 
• 

Government 
by Roseanne MonfiUetto • 

YOUR Student Government 
began this semester with all 
indications or making the best 
or this spring semester and 
working to our fullest extent. 

During our recent meetings, 
Student Government has set up 
committees to look into the 
Grading System, the publishing 
of the Student Handbook, an 
Elections Conunittee and filled 
all but a few of the student 
vacancies on the campus' 
Standing Committee. 

We have also discussed 
amending our constitution. One 
amendment would make it 
mandatory that every 
organization on campus have a 
representative in the Student 
Government. Provisions of this 

amendment are that this 
representative must not miss 3 
consecutive meetings or a total 
of 4 meetings. If this happened 
the prepresentative would not 
be pennitted to work on any 
matter concerned di rectly with 
money. This amendment has 
been sent to a committee to be 
studied further. (Editor's note: 
11t.is amendment was voted 
down.) 

The other amendment con
cerns advisors. As of now the 
constitution-states that Student 
Government shall have 2 ad
visors. The proposed change 
will allow for at least 2 advisors 
and not mo~ than three ad-
visors. 

Student Government is also 
making plans for this years 

Coby Mixer. This will be held in 
early April. Plans are being 
made by the Public Relations 
Committee. 

Currently Student Govern
ment is investiga ting the 
possibility of having 
refrigerators in the donns and 
also investigating the A1ternat.e 
AthletiC Funding for Food via 
F .s.A. 

If you'd like to know more 
about what Student Govern· 
ment is doing, come to a 
meeting. "They are held at 12 
p.m. on Tuesdays in Bouck 120. 
Also, Ule--Student Government 
office Is now open, the office Is 
also in Bouck and the phone· 
number is 5125. A schedu1e 
stating the time somebody will 
be in there is on the door. Feel 
free to stop by and talk! 
Communication Is the name of 
the game. -

12 

16 

Eagle Has Landed 2 & 7 p.m. 

Silver Silver Streak 6 :15 & 
8:45 p.m. 

19 Hawmps 2 & 7 p.m. 

Contest Results From 

Winterfest '78 
2. Dwight Andrews 
3. Aaln Lipsky 

Soowshoelng 

1. Kevin Malloy Draper 3rd 2. Cecelia Petrauskas Fake 4B\ Cross Country Stampede 
3. Kirk Doxen Draper 3rd 

1. Draper 3rd Bill Hanson 
Lumber Jacking 2. Draper 3m Kevin Malloy 

3. Qulin Club Bob Bruce 
1. Log Drag 

1. Wieting Bottom 
2. ZAP 
3. Vroman Main B 

2. One man event 
1. Rick Callis 
2. Pete McCabe 
3. Gregg Bates 

3. Two Man Event 
l. Joe Harvey, Mike Cheaflas 
2. Kevin Malloy, Tom 

WiseKoff 
3. Beef Boys 

Vroman Races 
1. Fake 48 
2-. Porter 5th West 
3. Porter 1st West 

Snake Throw 

I. Women 
1. Peg Purcell 
2. Karen Swartfiguer 
3. Debbie McCromlck 

2. Men 
1. Mike Galluzo 

• 
Bed Roo< 

1. Bottom Weiting • 
2. Fake (8 

3. Porter 1st West 

Tug-of-War 

1. Women 
1. Davis 4th West, Fake 48 , 

Vroman 
2. Porter 5th West 
3. Davis 5th East &; Porter 1st 

West 
2. Men 

1. Draper 
2. Wrestlers 
3. 4th East Parsons 

Snow Sculpture 

1. Horticulture Club 
2. Davis Hall 
3. Pearson 
4. Porter and Parsons 

Joseph Klein Works 
At College 

Joseph KleiJI of Cobleskill 
_ recently joined the staff at the 

State University of 'New York, 
Agricultural and Technical 
College at Cobleskill and is 
working as a safety technician 
with College Safety Director 
Ron Nielsen. Mr. Klein will be 
inspecting and maint aining 
building life safety systems 
such as fire'alanns, emergency 
lighti ng, exit lighting, fire 
extinguishers and safety 
equipment, among other things. 

He will also be a trouble shooter 
In these same areas. 

The new safety tedmician is a 
graduate of State University of 
New York, AgriCultural and 
Technical College at Alfred and 
has his A.A.S. degree in elec
tr ical engineer ing. He has 
previous experience in sales 
and maintenance work, as well 
as in constructiori, research and 
inspection. His bobbies include 
sound systems, music, skiing, 
sailing, and motocross racing . 

Whirlwind Staff 
Editor 

""o"tribu ting Wr iters 

Adv isor 

Kell Kelso 

Paul Ior io, John 
McOermoH, Tom 

Irwin, Apri l Farrell, 
Roseanne Monfilletfo , 

Cherie Stevens 

Aspeclal thanks to Jean WIlliams In Knapp Hall 
Printed by $usquetuanna Publications Inc. 
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. Dear~ A World Of .Plants 
Sarah Spigot Problems And Cures 
Dear Sarah. 

How long shouJd a guy go 
after a girl before he gives up on 
her? All semester I've been 
calling this girl and visiting her 
and buying her presents. The 
problem Is she won't return my 
calls. she won't visit me, she 
throws me and my presents out 
and she is just being mean. I 
really like her and she doesn't 
know what she is missing by not 
going out with me. So how much 

- longer should I try to win her 
heart ? 

Dear Still, 

Signed, 
Still trying 

You must be a little thick 
headed as well as conceited. I 
think you've tried long enough. 
Leave the poor girl alone. 

Dear Sal'sh, 

My roonunate is really odd. 
Every night for the last two 
weeks she has been talking in 
her sleep. I am awakened every 
night at 3 a.m. The strange part 
is it sounds like she's trylng to 
write a book. Every night she 
adds a new chapter. How can I 
stop her so I can get some 
sleep? 

Sleepless 

Dear Sleepless, 

Why stopper! Perhaps many 
good books Bre written durlng 
sI~p. Set up a tape recorder to 
take the book and get ear plugs 
for yourself. 

Letters To 
The Editor 

To protect ourselves, any 
letters we receive mWiit be 
signed by the writer. We will not 
publish your name if noted on 
the letter but we must have your 
name for our files. lbank you. 

Montario 
. A rti cl e 

Pub lished 
"SomethIng New Under the 

Sun-Expecting the Unex
pected" IS the tiUe of a recenUy 
published article by Cobleskill 
College Professor Michael 
Montario. The informal article 
arpeared in the December issue 
o Agricultural Education. 

The easy-to-read article is an 
excellent description of what 

_ plant science students eJ:
perience during the two years 
they spend at the State 
University of New York, 
Agricultural and Technical 
College at Cobleskill. Among 
other points, Professor Mon
tario stresses the greenhouse 

... work, the experiences in fOrcing 
plants to bloom outsIde of their 
seasonal growing cycles, the 

_ hands-on laboratory work, 
knowledge of a warehouse, and 
the importance of field trips. 
Concerning the latter, 
Professor Montario mentions 
the innovations and new in
stallations students observed at 

by JOhn McDermon 

From time to time, plants, 
like people, get ..,sick. It is our 
sole duty to aid the ill. Luckily, 
plant ailments are usually not 
as serious as people illnesses. If 
noticed in early stages they can 
usually be treated with a simple 
spray, or soap ~nd water. Pla~t 
problems fall Into thr~ main 
categories: diseases, inSects 
and normal everyday problems. 

Diseases are the most 
serious. If not detected in the 
very early stages, death is 
almo& certain. If the diseased 
plant is not removed from the 
healthy ones, the infection will 
probably spread. 

Powdery mildew is a very 
conunon disease. It is detected 
by a whitish-gray powder on the 
leaves. The leaves later become 
distorted and may die. To cure, 
lower the humidity and keep 
moisture off the leaves. These 
preventative measures will 
usually keep the disease to a 
minimum. 

Wilting is also a problem. Its 
symptoms are not shown on all 
of the leaves. The older foliage 
is usually first affected. The 
plant loses color and in general 
looks very sick. Control is 
difficult. The best advice is to 
check ttJ.e plants before pur
chase and when repotting wake 
certain that the soil media and 
the new pot is sterile. 

p"" 
Insects and man both like 

plants. Outdoors they belong to 
both. Indoors, however, they 
belong to man alone. Many 
sprays, like malathion, are very 
effective against pests. The 
most conunone insects are : 

Apbldl-small, ugly, light 
green bugs that cling 10 the 
plant. They do not. move much 
and excrete a sticky suWance 
(honeydew) that attracts a 
black soot. The real damage is 
done when the aphid sucks the 
plant juices. This causes 
stunting and disease. Control is 
by washing them off or spraying 
with an insecticide such as 
malathion. 

Mealybugs--these are whit.e 
fuzzy spots that cling to the 
leav~ and ::.tems of plants. 
They ~ be removed by alcohol 
on a swab or by spraying. A 

• 

, . 

constant watch is needed to 
prevent reinfestation. 
Wbl~ny--these are the flies 

lhat scatter when the plant is 
disturbed. Their life cycle is 
short so a constant watch is 
necessary. They live un
derneath the leaves to when 
spraying make sure the un
dersides of the leaves are well 
sprayed. 

Scale-these are usually oval 
shaped and cling to the stem. 
They are not only unsightly but 
cause the plarot to be weak. 
Malathion Is the answer to these 

'awful bugs. Once sprayed they 
are usually gone for good. 

Plant problems 

1. Flant is yellow-needs 
fertilizer, root bound, needs 
more light or too cold of an 
area. 

2. Leaf tips turn brown
usually a problem with spider 
plant (chlorophytum ). Due 
mostly to humidity deficiency. 
Mist. leaves daily. 

3. Plant turns to mush-this is 
due to a disease, or with my 
experience, excessive cold. I 
have found that a 15 degree F . 
draft (rom the wtndown in one 
night can kill any plant. If it is a 
cactus, It ""Nas most likely 
overwatered . Plants which 
become "mush" never return to 
the real world. Therefore, if 
your plant is frozen, discard it. 

4. No flowers--too much 
nitrogen in fertilizer . On nen 
feeding add more ph~rus. 
Also, many plants will not 
flower unless in their native 
conditions. 

5. Scraggly growth, leaning
not enough SWl. When leaning 
occurs, turn plant so the lean 
faces away from the Swl . It will 
be straight withIn 8 lew days. 
Many time scraggly growth can 
be remedied by pinching back 
the tenninal growth at the ends -
of the stems. If the plant is 
really scraggly, you should 
pro"Dably cut back some of the 
"",wth. 

Taking these problems into 
account, plant diseases should 
be kept to a minimum. For 
other diseases or problems, any 
plant book can be used. Nen 
issue-watering and fer· 
tilization. 

the Cary Arboretum in _ 
Millbrook and the research 
centers at Cornell UnivelSlty. 

Professor Montarlo also 
discussed Cobleskill's own 
"Touch and See Nature Trail" 
which several classes 
developed under his guidance. 

The Cobleskill plant science 
professor - is a graduate of 
Cobleskill and the University of 
Georgia; while compI.etinJ!: -his 
master's degree at SUNY 
Albany, be was espedally in
terested in educational 
techniques for use wfth slow 
learners.. HIs master's thesis 

Continued on p.:", col. 1 
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Winners : The hand50mest man WKI p'ettlest girl on campus 
• voted by the college community ere s.r.lor Kevin 
PIIulowskl and Senior DeniM BerthoH. 
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In Your Room 
Terrari ums & 
Dish_Gar dens 

• 

by John McDermott 

Dish-gardens.and terrariwns 
are great for a room. They don't 
stand out like potted plants and 
require much less care. 
Terrari1lm.s and dish gardens 
can easily be bought or made. 
Making them can be fun ;- but 
also has many advantages : the 
size can be made to fit that 
certain spot, it can utilize a 
special object to give it a sen· 
timental value, or mainly 
because it's cheaper and can be 
easily made by people with 
purple thwnb5. 

Dish gardens are the sim
plest. First obtain a suitable 
container. It should have 
meaning, color, and a distinct 
or interesting shape. Next, find 
some gravel or cha.rcoaI to line 
the bottom. If using gravel 
make sure it is well washed. 
Charcoal and gravel take up the 
extra water and keep the soil 
from becoming acid. Perlite 
and venniculite can also be 

"""'. The next step is to find 
suitable soil mizture. Most 
potting soils are good but if 
using cacti, add some extra 
sand to the rniIt.ure. After 
placing the soil in the container, 
add the plants. Tall ones in the 
back and smaller ones up front. 
Keep ivies and hanging plants 
near the side of the container. 
Don't forget to keep the plants 
in proportion to the pot. Suitable 
plants lor dish gardens are 
philodendrons , crotons, and 
mother of thousands. Colorful 
plants may also be used, but in 
general grow tOO fast . LasUy, 
don't [orget figurines of animals 
or objects. and rock. After 
oonstructinR your dish garden, 

Gilmore Named 
Director Of College 

Business Affairs 
William Gilmore, Jr., a 

member of the Cobleskill 
College business office staff 
since 1967, was recently named 
the Director of Business Affairs 
by College President Walton A. 
Brown. Mr. Gilmore has held 
this post in an acting capacity 
since last June. 

In accepting the appointment, 
Mr. Gilmore observed -that it 
was very gratifying to be part of 
Cobleskill College. He has seen 
it grow from a relatively small 
campus and appreciates what 
this kind of educational oj> . 
portunity is providing fo r 
students of all ages and 
nationalities. 

Continued on P. 4 , col. 1 

Prof. Smith 
A ids PTK 
In Dryden 

Elbridge Smith, Professor of 
Social Science and Sponsor of 
the Phi Theta Kappa chapter at 
SUNY CobeskUl, conducted the 
new chapter induction 
ceremony at Tompkins-
Cortland Conununity College in 
Dryden on February 14. 

Professor Smith, an honorary 
member of Phi Theta Kappa at 
both chapter and national level, 
was invited by the National 
Office to install the new
chapter's sponsors and officers 
at an evening service in the 
TC3's For um Center. The 
service was ' attended by 
members of the County 
Legislsture, College Board, 
College President, many 
faculty and friends of the 
charter members in this new 
chapter, the 28th in ~wo year 
colle,es of New York. and 561nd 
in this national ~r Sodety. 
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water it well and check it often. 
Feed it a well balanced fer
tilizer every two months. 

Terrariwns are a bit more 
difficult but not by much. The 
container should have a wider 
inside area that the top or in 
other words, the top should be 
smaner than the rest of it. It can 
be an old aquaril!,m, bottle, or 
even a brandy snifter. It should 
also be clear glass or plastic. 
First, fill the bottom of the 
container with 1 -1 ~" of washed 
gravel of perlite. On top of that 
add a imall layer of spaghwn 
moss with a thin layer of 
charcoal above. This base will 
increase porosity and keep the 
soil sweet. as it did in the dish 
gardens. Now, after all that is 
completed, add the soil until 
about 1-2" from the height you 
want the plants planted at. Add 
the plants and firmly press the 
soil around them. Water well 
(don 't drown). The plants 
shouJd be firmly in place after 
watering~ It is important to 
check to see or else the plants 
will either die or grow 
sideways. Now place the top on 
it and sit back. If any dirt is on 
the glass carefully wipe it off. 
Plants for terrariums are 
usually foliage plants but 
African violets are commonly """'. U properly done the average 
terrariwn lasts ror about 2-3 
years. After that, the plants 
become so scraggly that it is 
only hwnane to replace them, 
but some terrariwns do last for 
years. Lastly, keep out of the 
direct sun and water when 

"""''''. 
Professor 

Burton Meets 
With Notional 
FFA Officers 

A contingent of the national 
officers of the Future Fanners of 
America met In WesbnoreIand, 
New York on Feb. 10 with the 
American Morgan Horse 
Association and Professor 
Donald Burton as a guest of the 
Morgan breeders. The FF A 
group, with their advisors, are on 
a tour or the United States to 
meet with State FFA leaders and 
officers or with a sponsoring 
organization. carol WrWlt, an 
officer in the New York State 
FFA group from Cazenovia 
welcomed the national officers to 
New York State. 

The Morgan Horse Association 
is the only livestock breed 
association to sponsor an FF A 
proficiency award. About 500,000 
FF A members have the op
portunity to compete in the 
various proficiency programs. 

According to Professor Burton, 
this was an excellent opportunity 
to explore agricultural 
educational programs in the 
various states represented by 
these outstanding young people 
and their advisors. The 
representatives traveling with 
the FF A officers were Bernard 
Staller and Theodore Amick. The 
Morgan Horse Association was 
represented by President Albert 
Luclne and Executive Secretary 
Albert Drowne. 

Professor Burton, who has 
worked with the college horse 
program since Its early begin
nings in 1967, spent last sununer 
as a Special assistant with the 
Morgan Horse Breeders. In this 
capadty, he attended many 
horse shows, gained new ex
perience' in horse judging, and 
worked with public relations. He 
was able to bring new insight. to 
the college classroom, and also 
established many professional 
contacts wblch will prove 
valubale to graduates with 
special knowledge in I!orse 
husbandry. 

• 

-
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Montario ••• 
Continued from p.3 ... coLl 

Many Cobleskill Grads Earn B.S. Degrees 
was entitled, "Developing 
facilities and instruction for the 
sight handicapped." 

After the completion of his 
bachelor's degree in ,1969, the 

• young graduate returned to his 
alma mater as a technical 
assistant in plant science. In the 
fall of '71 he hagen his teaching 
career in the floriculture 
program. 

Among Professor Montario's 
most interesting -courses is a 
module on horticulture therapy. 
For many of these classes, he 
and his students travel to Camp 
Summit or Eden Park to assist 
people there in working with 
plants. . 

Off campus, Professor 
Montario still pursues his 
vocation. In December he 
addressed the local Rotary Club 
on the topic. "Arranging Dried 
Plant Material." He showed the 
Rotarians how to mount native 
and exotic materials on drift· 
wood, weathered barn siding, 
and roofing slate. He and his 
wife, who teaches secretarial 
science at the college, have 
developed this plant artistry 
Into a craft hobby. Durlng the 
past yeartbey have exhibited at 
over 15 shows, including one at 
the Empire State Mall. 

The Montario's and their two 
children live on Clinton Circle in 
Cobleskill. 

• Gilmore • • • 
Continued from p. 3 , colA 

Mr. Gilmore will be direc
ting the fiscal operation of the 
College, whicb includes 
responsibility for the 
preparation of budgets, income 
and expenditure analysis, 
purchasing, and other ac
counting and auditing 
procedures. He is also the fiscal 
designee (or the Research 
Foundation and the Federal 
Grants-monies which are over 
and above the allotted state 

Another of Mr. Gilmore's 
re sponsi bilities includes 
overseeing the collection and 
disbursement of all student 
accounts. 

Following his graduation 
from Burnt Hi11s--Ballston Lake 
High School in 1962, Mr. 
Gilmore enrolled at SUNY 
Cobleskill. He completed his 
A.AS. degree in 1964, then 
attended SUNY Albany where 
he rm.ished his B.s. degree in 
1967 and his M.s. degree in 1973. 

• 

A research report forwarded 
to the State University Trustees 
last week by Coblesltill Ag-Tech 
President Walton Brown 
reveals that many Cobleskill 
Ag-Tech graduates earn 
Bachelor of Science degrees 
through continued study in 
colleges and _ universities in 
other states. Academically, 
their grades lin university 
programs remain about at the 
same level they achieved at 
Cobleskill. 

Fonner Cobleskill students 
graduate from bachelor's 
degree programs in Il..bout the 
same proportion as students 
who choose to attend a four
year college in the first-Place, 
the Report reveals. These are 
two of the most significant 
conclusions to a scientific study 
conducted by President Brown 
as the major mission of a Study 
Leave granted by the State 
University Trustees. 

Ninety graduates Df the 
SUNY College at Cobleskill 
from the Classes of 1975 and 
1976 responded to a question
narie prepared by President 
Brown. They had transferred 
from Cobleskill to 63 colleges in 
43 stales for continued study 
toward bachelor's degrees. In 
order to refine and qualify 
certain response patterns 
evident in the questionnaires, 
President Brown followed up by 
personally interviewing 24 
Cobleskill graduates at 16 
colleges in 11 states. Students 
were interviewed at institutions 
such as the University of 
Colorado, the University of New 
Haven, ·Kansas State Univer
si~y, the University of Maryland 

. and Montana State University. 
Dr. Brown personally financed 
the travel involved. 

Analysis of the rate of 
academic success in the last • 
two years of bachelor'S degree 
programs experienced by 
Cobleskill graduates showed 
that the students' level of 
academic achievement 
remained at about the same 
level as was attained at 
Cobleskill. 

About 90 percent of the 
.transfer group successfully 
complete their baccalureate 
degreesj 56 percent accomplish 
this in two years; another 12.5 
percent require two years plus 
one additional semester ; and 
about 23 percent require three 
years after graduating from the 
\ 

Poe t Visits Coby 
-The poet Etheridge Knight 

read his works on Thursday, 
February 23, at 8 p.m. in 
Cliamplln i..Dunge,. 

The guest poet, who was born 
in 1931 in Mississippl" . never 
graduated from high schOOl and 
bas no academic degrees . 
However, the quality of his 
poetry has won for Rim several 
appointments as poet-In
residence at the University' of 
Pittsburgh, University of 
Hartford, and Lincoln 
University in Missouri. He held 
editorial positions on mag8%.lnes 
for three years and spent two 
years writing on grants . from 
the Guggenheim Foundation 

and the National Endowment 
for the Arts. 

Knight lists as "professional 
experience" "U.S. Army, 194.7-
51 and prisoner In the Indiana 
state Prison, 1962-68." Sen
tenced to prison for armed 
robbery, he published his first 
book, Poems from Prison, with 
a preface by Gwendolyn 
Brooks, shortly before his 
parole. Of the army and prison 
he says; "I diedinKorea from a 
shrapnel wOWld and narcotics 
resurrected me. I died in 1960 
from a prison sentence and 
poetry brought me back to life." 

Continued on col. 4. 

two year college. The 
remaining 10 percent drop out 
or leave the bachelor's degree 
college temporarily. These 
rates of success, In the last two 
years, are about the same as 
are experienced by students 
who attend a four-year college 
directly from high school, ac
cording to national enrollment 
trends. 

Or. James Kelly, Executive 
Vice Chancellor of the 350,000 
student SUNY system 
responded to President Bro'A"l\'s 
report, stating that it was '·one 
of the most significant pie;ces of 
research on a group of State 
University graduates we have 
ever received. I have had it 
reproduced and' sent to mem
bers of the University-wide 
Committee on Articulation 
(transfer students)," Kelly 
remarked. SUNY Board of 
Trustees Cliainnan Elisabeth 
Moore responded that " ... you 
have produced eJ:tremely 
important research- material 
that should greatly affect our 
thinking about future policies 
regarding improved quality of 
SUNY services to students who 
transfer from two-year 
colleges." 

According to President 
Brown, the general reactions of 
the respondents were ver y 
gratifying. As a group, they 
expressed eagerness to pass on 
to future Cobleskill students and 
faculty their experiences with, 
and adjustments to , · the 
problems transfer students . 
face . . They sha red their 
academic concerns very can- · 
didly, and appeared grateful 
'· that someone cared what 
happened to them." They felt 
that they were making a real 
contribution to the educational 
development of future two-year 
technical students. 

The study also investigated 
several other questions about 
the characteristics and "suc
cess. rates" of Cobleskill 
graduates who choose to con
tinue their education : 

- Why do so many Cobleskill 
graduates transfer to out-of
state colleges to complete their 
baccalaureate degrees? 

- What are the academic 
majors of these out-of·state 
migrants 

- After completing their four
year degrees, how many wish to 
return to New York State for 
employment? • 

-
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Here are some of the other 
conclusions which were 
documented in the extensive 
report: 

Regarding the questions 
concerning why some Cobleskill 
grads transfer out-of-state-t~e 
primary values which lead to 
the students' selection of an out
of-state college clusters around 
the quality of the education, as 
perceived by the Individual 
student while he-she is planning 
education beyond the two-year 
college degree. Some students 
perceive that SUNY lacks the 
bachelor's degree program they 
seek, or that the out-of'state 
college has ·'a better academic 
reputation in their majors" 
than SUNY units do. 

There is no ·'typical" out-of· 
state transfer college or 
Wliversity in size, geographic 
location, or type of control (ie; 
private-public ). About 20 
percent of Cobleskill graduates 
who transfer choose a private 
college. 

Cobleskill graduates who 
transfer out of the state 
represent all major fields of, 
fered by the college. However, 
the group is dominated by 
students who majored in 
agriculture. Almost twice as 
many ag graduates transfer out 
of the state as remain in New 
York; a high proportion of 
liberal arts majors also leave 
New York. 

When reporting the transfer 
of credits, the survey shows that 
most colleges accept 60 or more 
associate degree credits. Some 
students do encounter problems 
regarding transfer of credit 
applicable to senior college 
departmental requirements. 
When they appeal the initial 
evaluation, they have almost 
always received a new and 
more positive· evaluation. 

Students who transfer from 
Cobleskill appear to have been 
adequa\e\y prepared for the-. 
upper division college. Ir they 
had their college career to do 
over again, would they follow 
the same route to a two-year 
college, then a four-yea r 
college? About as percent said 
they would. As a matter of fact, 
they were strong In their praise 
of the Cobleskill experience. 
They felt that the over-all 
quality of their education, 
career preparation and 
maturity could not have been 
duplicated " if they had gone to 

Poet ••• 

a four-year college In the first 
place." 

When discussing their 
financial picture, more ·than 
half of the transfer students 
reported that they were ' par
tially sclf-supporting through 
part-time employment. About 
SO percent are onder federa l or 
state guaranteed loans and 
many are deeply in debt. 
However, almost all are con
fident of employment aDd their 
ability to repay the loans, since 
most Cobleskill graduates are 
prepared In technical fields 
which are in high demand in our 
national econo·my. 

Regarding their post-
baccalaureate plans, one out of 
five is seriously considering 
graduate school immediately. 
Others plan to work a year or 
two, then start to study for a 
master 's degree. 

Surprisingly, about half of the 
transfers have become 
thoroughly oriented to the 
region of their new college and 
plan to seek employment there. 
About one-third definitely plan 
to retum to New York for 
employment , but they are 
concerned about having been 
separated from New York 
employers. Apparentl y the 
longer transfer students remain 
out of New York, the greater 
their tendency to be oriented to 
the employment QPportunities 
in their " adopted" state. 

The survey also indicated 
ways in which Cobleskill 
College faculty and .,staff could 
improve their aiivisement 
procedures regarding transfer 
students. Membe rs of the 
college staff are conSidering the 
suggestions made by transfer 
students. 

When discussing his report 
earlier with the Cobleskill 
College faculty , President 
Brown stated how pleased he 
was with this opportunity to 
view the college through the 
eyes of 90 recent Cobleskill 
graduates, and particularly to 
have the views expressed of the 
twenty-four interviewed. Their 
positive feelings about the 
Cobleskill experience, and their 

. expressions of grat itude to the 
teaching faculty and other 
professional staff members was 
particularly gratifying. 

, 

Continued from col.l 
Seeing an analogy between 

"men behind prison walls and 
men behind the myriad walis 
that penneate the American 
Society," he equates com
munication-" the ability to 
move and to talk" - with 
freedom. True conununication 
is. a communal activity; the 
pure transmission of data from 
one person to another Knight 
calls dictatorship. He feels that 
·'white society denies art, 
because art unifies rather than 
separates ... " Instead of ex
pressing a personal reality (a 

reflection of the artist's seU and 
ego) the black artist must draw 
his truth fI:.om the collective 
experience of the black people 
" and through his art fonn give 
back to the people the truth that 
he has gotten from them. He 
must sing to them of their own 
deeds, and misdeeds." 

Mr Knight 's published works 
include; Poems from Pruon, 
Black Voices from Prison, BeDy 
Song and Other Poems, and 
Born of a Woman. ~ 

• 
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