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Focus 

• Undergraduate Courses in Literacy that help prepare Childhood 
and Early Childhood Candidates 



Process 

• What data sets are available for determining……. 

– What do our students need to learn?  

 

• How do we know if our students are learning?  

• What do we need to do to assure that students are learning 
what they need to learn? 



What data sets are available for 
gathering data on what we want 
students to learn? 

• Course Syllabi Goals 

• Local School District Expectations  

• Expectations of edTPA 

• Expectations of teacher licensure exams 

 



What do our students need to 
learn?  

• They need to have knowledge of and the ability to apply and 
demonstrate for students the following literacy areas: 

– Phonological awareness, phonics, concepts of print, fluency, word 
recognition, vocabulary, comprehension, orthographic knowledge, cueing 
systems (graphophonic, semantic, syntactic), oral language, close reading, 
reading developmental, specific reading difficulties, assessment of reading 
and writing, writing from sources, evaluate arguments, informational texts, 
genres, children’s literature, visual literacy, effective writing techniques 
grammar, language functions, academic language, discourse, syntax, 
semantics, NYSCCLS, listening comprehension, encoding, speaking skills,  
group collaboration skills, data driven instructional practices, role of 
background knowledge, text complexity, key ideas and details, craft and 
structure, integrating, analyzing, and evaluating text, writing narrative, 
informational, and argumentative text, comprehension strategies, guided 
reading, whole group reading instruction, working with words, reflective 
practitioner, etc. 

 



How do we know if our students are 
learning?  

• Analysis of edTPA data 

– Reviewed the edTPA data to look specifically at how students achieved 
on the literacy rubric. 

– Data indicate that students need more support in achieving the following: 

–  How does the candidate use interdisciplinary learning experiences to promote children’s 
development of language and literacy? (Rubric 9 Early) 

– Analyzing Students’ Language Use and Literacy Learning  (Rubric 14 Childhood) 



What do we need to do to assure that students 
are learning what they need to learn? 

• Decision was made to create draft anchor assignments for two 
literature courses. 

– Draft Anchor Assignment for LIT 371 

– Literacy Workstation 

– Students will create a literacy work station for the primary grades that 
integrates a literacy strategy focusing on the language function with 
content. The creation emphasizes the role of a work station in the gradual 
release of responsibility model and formative assessment to guide learning. 

– Draft Anchor Assignment for LIT 372 

– Genre/Thematic Unit 

– Students create a series of lessons for students in the intermediate grades 
that integrates a variety of literacy strategies focusing on the language 
function within a theme or genre unit. The creation includes the gradual 
release of responsibility model and assessment. 



Next Steps 

• Bring the PLT work to the Literacy Department for discussion with 
all faculty.   It is believed that this discussion will lead to revision of 
the assignments prior implementation in the future. 


