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The Process 

 

Action Plan 

 To develop program-wide writing skill 

support and assessment system 

  

Identified Goals 

 To prepare reflective practitioners 

 To support pre-service teachers to become 

analytical readers & effective communicators 

  



Additional Data Collection 

• Faculty meeting to elicit feedback about 
writing concerns 

• Review and summary of writing assignments 
required in all ISE courses 

• Meeting with faculty to conduct an analysis of 
writing examples 

• Review ALST  

 

 



Writing Support  
in Inclusive Special Education Program 
Course number Name of  assignment  Nature of writing required for the assignment  

FSA 101 

(AB) 

Reflection Paper - Readings 2-3 pages reflecting on a group of readings and 

personal experiences 

Reflection paper – Field 

Experiences 

2-3 pages reflecting on the field experiences and 

connections to school 

Reflection papers – Readings 

and Field Experiences 

2-4 pages analyzing the connections between field 

experiences, readings and personal experiences 

Final Paper 5 page paper answering question about course of 

learning about urban education over the semester – 

bringing in readings and field experiences 

      

FSA 101 

(BB) 

Educational autobiography 2-3 pages; reflective 

  

Reaction papers 2-3 pages, reflective analysis 

Service learning reaction 

papers 

2-3 pages each, reflective analysis 

Culturally relevant teaching 

reaction paper 

3-4 pages, argumentative, evidence-based analysis 

Final paper 3-4 pages, reflective analysis 

      

FSA 101: (MK) 

Annotated article with 

notes/outline

 (

5%) 

Annotation of article and note taking 

Reaction Papers (6@ 10% 

each) 

Reaction to reading before it is discussed in class. Must 

draw on specific points in the reading. 

Service Learning Experience 

Reflection Papers (2@ 5% 

each) 

Reflection on experience and connection to readings. 

Group Outline for Holler If 

You Hear Me presentation 

(5%) 

Outline 

FSA 103: 

(MK) 

WI 

Cultural Artifact (1 page - 5%) Personal Narrative 

I do not assign a 

separate grade 

for writing skills. 

Cultural Capital, Family Life & 

Education Essay (6-8 pages – 25%) 

Research, Synthesis, Analysis 

and Application 

“Two Americas” Essay (5-7 pages – 

20%) 

Synthesis, Analysis and 

Application 

Gender Group Project 

A. Group Outline 10% of entire 

grade 

B. Individual 2 page paper on topic 

(25% of entire grade) 

(Project = 20%) 

A. Outline 

  

  

B. Synthesis 

Education and Cultural Analysis 

Essay (5-7 pages – 20%) 

Case Study Approach 

        

FSA 210 

/211 (MT) 

210 Choose a research or “best 

practice” article that pertains to 

students with disabilities from one 

of the prominent journals in the 

field. 

(purpose is exposure to 

professional literature) 

Students prepare a well-written 

response to the article, including 

the purpose or premise of the 

article and the 

recommendations.   2-3 pages, 

double-spaced, APA format. 

  

50% of the grade 

for this 

assignment, 

assignment is 15% 

of course grade. 

211 field experience journal Submit 3 written entries 

reflecting on field experience 

50% 

        

FSA 280 

(DS) 

Family Memoir Analysis: Must connect personal 

experience to theory about 

Family Systems Framework 

20% 

Learning from Authors Analysis: Compare and contrast 

memoirs and relate to theory 

40% 



Sample Writing Assignment Instruction 

• FSA 103 – 1st major writing assignment 
(WI), mostly first-semester freshmen 
and new transfers. They get a lot of 
guidance and modeling for this first 
essay, including detailed outline for the 
assignment. 

• Dr. Kelly – “I do a good bit of modeling -
talking through what different sections 
of the paper might look like and we do 
group work focusing on the readings 
for each section of the paper and talk 
in small groups and as a whole class 
about what is important in those 
readings and how that info might be 
incorporated into the paper.” 



Findings 

• Early courses in the program tend to focus on reflection from field 
practicum. 

• We may need to require additional analytical reading and writing 
assignments in earlier courses. 

• We are requiring writing assignments throughout all courses that 
address our first goal, that is creating reflective practitioners.   

• Courses required later in the program tend to focus on more 
analytical writing. 

• In some courses, the term, “reflection,” was used for analytical 
writing. 

• Students with poor writing skills may have passed the writing 
intensive courses by getting support through revision policies.  

• At the present time, faculty members do not have a means 
for collaboratively sharing concerns about a student's writing with 
other faculty members. 
 
 



Outcomes- Writing Support for ISE 
Students 

• Program-wide writing guidelines draft 

• Long-term data collection using student work 
sample and faculty evaluation based on the 
guidelines 

• To create a collaborative group of faculty 
members who assess writing and share 
feedback for ISE students on an ongoing basis 



Use of Writing Guidelines Draft  

• Guidelines will be introduced to all faculty 
members in ISE program and their feedback 
will be elicited. 

• Final version of the guidelines will be created. 

• Faculty members will be encouraged to use it 
for any writing assignment for their courses. 

• We will continue to revise the guidelines 
based on faculty feedback. 



Developing a Writing Guide for FSA majors 

  
Purposes of Writing:  What will we guide our students to write? 
• IEP/Report Writing 
• Reflective Writing 
• Analytical Writing 
  
Elements of successful analytical writing 
• Thesis (Evidence, Interpretation, Connections) 
• Structure (Organization, Coherence) 
• Language (Clarity of Expression, Tone) 
• Grammar/Mechanics (APA Style) 
  
Resources to Consider – How to scaffold these types of writing for students 
• Connection to CPN Courses/Resources/Structures 
• Similar Departmental Writing Guides 
• Use of similar rubrics?   Similarly structured assignments? 
 

 



Assessment Rubric for Essays – FSA 400 

  0-5 6 7 8 9-10 

Thesis 

(CFSE Principle 3) 
The essay has no thesis or overall 
controlling idea. 

The thesis is vague, not stated 
clearly, or cannot be supported. 
  

The essay presents a discernable 
thesis outlining the author’s position 
on the functions of schooling in 
American society, but multiple 
sentences wander away from it. 

The essay presents a thesis 
regarding functions of schooling 
in American society that is clear, 
specific, and could be disagreed 
with, although occasional 
sentences or passages may not 
be tightly connected to the thesis. 

The essay presents a thesis that 
is clear and shows original 
thought regarding functions of 
schooling in American society.  
All supporting details relate 
effectively to the thesis and 
effectively outline the argument 
that the essay will follow. 

  0-11 12-13 14-15 16-17 18-20 

Organization and 
Coherence 

(CFSE Principle 1) 
  
  

The essay offers a cursory 
response to the topic, and the 
essay has no discernible logical 
structure; it reads like a collection 
of random paragraphs on the topic. 

While the essay as a whole may have 
a discernible logical structure, 
connections between and within 
paragraphs are frequently unclear. 

While the essay as a whole may have 
a discernible logical structure, 
connections between paragraphs are 
frequently unclear. 

Connections within and between 
paragraphs are generally logical, 
clear, and well thought out, 
although there may be occasional 
lapses. 

Connections both within and 
between paragraphs are 
consistently logical, clear, and 
well thought out. 

  0-11 12-13 14-15 16-17 18-20 

Evidence/support for 
claims/points 

(CFSE Principles 1&2) 

The essay contains no textual 
references, examples or citations of 
other research to support points. 

The essay offers minimal coverage 
of relevant points. These points are 
unsupported or weakly supported; 
support offered does not relate to 
the points. 

The essay addresses a wide range of 
relevant points, but the evidence 
supporting these points is vague or 
entirely personal. 

The essay addresses a wide 
range of relevant points.   Points 
in essay are generally well 
supported with evidence, but a 
few examples may be vague or 
somewhat less appropriate. 

The essay addresses a wide 
range of relevant points.  Each 
point in essay is supported by 
clearly relevant citations and/or 
examples. 

  0-11 12-13 14-15 16-17 18-20 

Analysis/ 

interpretation 

(CFSE Principles 3 & 4) 

Essay makes no references to 
outside sources or references are 
mistaken. 

The essay makes minimal reference 
to outside sources, offers 

summary without interpretation or 
analysis; 
over-reliance on quotes. 

The essay makes reference to a 
sufficient range of outside sources, 
but analysis and interpretations are 
underdeveloped. 

Interpretation and analysis of 
outside sources is clear, accurate, 
and developed and 

discussed in writer’s own terms, 
but lacks original insight. 

Interpretations and analysis of 
outside sources is critical, 
proficient and offers  insight and 
critique that is original and 
presented in the writers’ own 
terms. 

  0-5 6 7 8 9-10 

Clarity of expression Sentences are difficult to 
comprehend;  
consistent misuse of words. 

The essay contains vague and 
imprecise language, awkward 
sentences and expressions; 
sentences are not logically 
connected. 

The essay reads clearly overall, 
though occasional sentences are 
vague or imprecise. 

The essay reads clearly. Each 
sentence is clear and precise and 
connects logically to those before 
it. 

The essay is proficient, clear, and 
develops fluidly, logically and 
convincingly. 

  0-5 6 7 8 9-10 

Grammar and 
mechanics 

The essay contains frequent errors 
in grammar and mechanics, many 
of them serious enough to obscure 
the writer’s meaning. 

The essay contains numerous errors 
in grammar and mechanics, which 
often detract from the writer’s 
meaning. 

The essay contains several errors in 
grammar and mechanics that are 
serious enough to detract from the 
paper’s meaning and overall 
effectiveness. 

The essay contains errors in 
grammar and mechanics, but the 
errors do not detract 
significantly from the meaning 
and overall effectiveness. 

The essay contains few or no 
errors in grammar and 
mechanics. 

  0-5 6 7 8 9-10 

APA style citations and 
references 

The essay fails to include citations 
and references. 

Citations and references in the essay 
stray widely from APA format. 

The essay includes APA style 
citations and references but they 
contain consistent or major errors. 

The essay includes APA style 
citations and references but they 
contain minor errors. 

The essay includes complete APA 
style citations and references. 


