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Purpose 

❑Deep Dive into Analytic Writing 

❑Application of Analytic Writing 
o Where is it?  What is required? valued? 

❑Questioning 
 

❑ Introduction to Reflective 

Thinking and Writing 

 
 



String Buddies 



Five Whys 

● Ask your string buddy 

○ Why are you here? 

○ Answer 

○ Change answer to a      

question. 

○ Answer 

○ Change answer to a question. 

○ Write down the last answer. 



Words which prompt analytic 

thinking & writing 

 

 



Analytical Thinking  

and Writing 

❏ Appreciate 

❏ Arrange 

❏ Asses 

❏ Assist 

❏ Be aware of 

❏ Believe 

❏ Classify 

❏ Compare 

❏ Consider 

❏ Differentiate 

❏ Discover 

❏ Distinguish 

❏ Engage 

❏ Examine 

❏ Explore 

❏ Have insight into 

❏ Inquire 

❏ Interpret 
 

❏ Investigate 

❏ Monitor 

❏ Prove 

❏ Realize 

❏ Recognize 

❏ Study 

❏ Survey 

❏ Test 

❏ Think about 

 

 



Comparing Writing Samples 



Example 1 

Evidence of intellectual engagement occurred during the 

experiment showing the phases of the Moon using an orange, 

pencil, marker and a flashlight.  For example, Emily responded 

that the last and third quarter phases were “flipped”, meaning 

the shaded parts were on the opposite sides.   She made a 

hand motion for flipped, the same one learned in math when 

learning slides, flips and turns.  She could have used the word 

“opposite” to compare the phases, but instead she retrieved a 

mathematical concept recently learned to get her point across.  

Emily said, “both names have quarter in it.”  Justin replied, “they 

are the same size.” 



Example 2 

My rationale for selecting this sequence of activities 

was based on the idea that in order to model how to 

organize the essay and teach students how to select the 

most convincing evidence to support their theses, I needed 

to ensure all had a grasp on the poem. I also knew they 

needed to come to an understanding on their own rather 

than my lecturing on the meaning, which is why I spent so 

much time on the opening stanza of the poem. I wanted 

them to make meaning on their own; I didn’t want to make 

the connections for them. 



Analysis 



Positive Presuppositions 



Practice with your string buddy 

Look back over the 

question you crafted.  

Does it have a positive 

presupposition?  

If so, identify it.  

If not, recraft your 

question to include one. 
 



Faculty at Illinois State realized that 

teacher candidates need to: 

 

•Give clear examples and connections 

to evidence 

•Make connections between their 

choices and research 

•Address the writing prompts and 

performance expectations 

•Provide specific feedback on student 

work samples 
 

Research 



edTPA Handbook 

■ Look at one of your tasks 

■ Highlight terms that cause you to think 

analytically 

■ Turn and talk 



Turn and Talk 

■ What did you discover about the task and  

what is expected. 
 

■ Now look at the rubric that will score that task.   
 

■ Discuss how those expectations will be measured. 
 

■ Report out on your Need/Valued T-Chart 



The task   The rubric 

Need to Do Valued 



Take your time….Think…. 

then, Write 
Think before you write. 



Here’s What!  So What?  Now 

What? 

specific facts    interpretations and inferences 

 Implications 

data pieces    based on the evidence in the 

 predictions 

evidence     first column   

  next steps 

evidence 

evidence 



Moving Forward 

Strategies   Learning Goals  

 Practice Opportunities 

 

Code: 

N=New to Me 

K=Know About 

A=Apply when I  

    remember 

I=Integrated into 

    my practice 



Got it!        
 Need it! 



 

Frame your thoughts, 

Frame your video….. 

Remember…. 



Video Tips 

Recording Guidelines 

 

Video Tips 

 

edTPA Tips for Success 

 

Troubleshooting Tips 

http://www.edtpa.com/content/docs/videorecordingguidelinesandsuggestions.pdf
http://www.edtpa.com/content/docs/videorecordingguidelinesandsuggestions.pdf
http://www.ithaca.edu/actec/docs/edTPA_video.pdf
http://www.ithaca.edu/actec/docs/edTPA_video.pdf
http://cech.uc.edu/content/dam/cech/centers/oaci/docs/edTPA_Tips_Handout.pdf
http://cech.uc.edu/content/dam/cech/centers/oaci/docs/edTPA_Tips_Handout.pdf
http://www.edtpa.com/Content/Docs/TroubleshootingTips.pdf
http://www.edtpa.com/Content/Docs/TroubleshootingTips.pdf


Journal Entry 

Pick a lesson this upcoming week and list 

the great things about it, then support 

your thoughts with evidence, and at least 

two things you want to improve.  

 

Then draft a paragraph about what you 

learned about your students through this 

lesson. 

 



Survey….PLEASE…. 

http://goo.gl/forms/2WAEgpv8aO 



Resources  

■ Annette Romano   
• aromano12@gmail.com 

• 518.339-2285 

■ Colleen McDonald 
• cmcdteach@gmail.com 

• 518.573-6368 
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