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By Maxwell Harvey-Sampson 

World AIDS Day 

started in the year 1988 back 

when a diagnosis of HIV was 

a death sentence. Things have 

changed since then and with 

medications and or lifestyle 

changes you can live a full 

life. World AIDS Day started 

as a commemoration of the 

ones who have died as a result 

of the illness and as support 

for people living with it.  On 

the World AIDS Day website 

(www.worldaidsday.org), 

they estimate that there are 

now 33.3 million people liv-

ing with HIV worldwide, a 

startling number. A part of 

what World AIDS Day aims 

to do is to encourage people 

to talk about HIV/AIDS.  

CCC student Brandon 

Griewank will be talking at 

the event.  “I’m very open 

about my HIV status,” Bran-

don says, “I see it as an op-

portunity to educate others.”  

World AIDS Day will be 

celebrated at the Triangle 

Lounge Thursday, December 

1st. There will be free HIV 

testing brought to you by 

AIDS Care Rochester. The 

student club “Equal” organ-

ized the event.  Planned Par-

enthood will also provide free 

information and condoms. 

World Aids Day 

Writer’s Blocks 

by Susan St. John-Jarvis 

Writers Blocks 

are whimsical structures 

where students can write 

opinions about contro-

versial topics, such as 

“Occupy Wall Street?  If 

not, what?”  Susan St. 

John-Jarvis brought the 

idea back from Penn 

State, School of Land-

scape Architecture, after 

meeting with colleague, 

Ass t .  P r o f .  Pe t e r 

Aeschbacher, last Janu-

ary.  The Social Sciences 

and Social Services Divi-

sion funded the project in 

an effort to advance civic 

engagement and service 

learning.   With the terri-

fic support of Mary 

Guzzy, Asst. Prof. of 

Theater, and the creative 

designs, talent, and hard 

work of Ryan Spruck, 

Technical Director, and 

students,  Eric Friedman  

&  Christina  Jenkins, we 

were able to “roll out” 

three of these fun struc-

tures for the Nov. 19, 

CCC Open House.  

Watch for them to ap-

pear around campus – 

and take a minute to 

voice your opinion 

(chalk provided!).   

Susan St. John-Jarvis in front of  a writer’s block 

November  29th    The Crier 
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Ryan Valentine: I don’t see 

why not. It’s a college campus 

and everyone here is an edu-

cated adult. Students can make 

their own decisions. 

Destiny Braxton: They should 

be able to recruit on campus 

because students are of age 

and should be able to make 

their own decisions. 

Rich Richardson: I don’t mind 

it. It’s better to see them on 

college campuses than in high 

schools. When you grab some-

one from high school at 17, 

they don’t really know what 

they want to do with their life 

and you are stealing their fu-

ture. 

Sebastian Swanton: It’s immoral 

that the military focuses its re-

cruiting efforts at community 

colleges and stays away from 

places like Harvard. It’s a diffi-

cult issue because we have a so-

ciety where some people can’t 

achieve upward mobility without 

the army.  



By Caitlin Woodruff 

 In line with Occupy Wall 

Street's goals for higher education 

reform, a sub-movement called Oc-

cupy Student Debt is attempting to 

recruit one million debtors to refuse 

to pay back their student loans. The 

organizers hope that a coordinated 

effort of defaults will send a mes-

sage to loaning agencies and the 

government that the student loan 

system “is poisoning the pursuit of 

higher education.” 

 To most students, this 

seems like an insane maneuver, as 

the consequences of defaulting on 

student loans include additional 

costs and fees, seized tax refunds, 

garnishment of fifteen percent of 

your wages, legal actions forcing 

you to pay, and a demolished credit 

score (which can prevent you from 

buying a house or car, or even find-

ing a job.) Unfortunately for the 

large number of people who have 

graduated with expensive loans and 

no job prospects, there is no other 

option. According to the Depart-

ment of Education, the default rate 

has spiked to 8.8% of borrowers 

defaulting within the first two years 

of payments. 

 The Student Debtors Pledge 

of Refusal has four major goals: 

interest-free education loans (if 

loans must still exist), federally 

funded public colleges and univer-

sities, greater transparency of pri-

vate and for-profit institutions' fi-

nances, and full forgiveness of cur-

rent student loans. 

 These ambitions represent 

flaws in the system as it currently 

stands. Because of the interest and 

fees on private student loans, it is 

not uncommon for students to end 

up owing twice what they bor-

rowed. One of many such testimo-

nials on Occupy Student Debt's 

website reads, “Borrowed: $26,400. 

Paid back to date: $32,700. Still 

owe: $45,276.63.” Instead of rid-

ding the system of interest rates, the 

second goal proposes eliminating 

loans altogether and making higher 

education free and available to all 

who seek it. This would supply our 

nation with an educated, and there-

fore progressive and innovative, 

population through which we can 

reestablish our standing as the best 

nation in the world. The spending 

habits of private and for-profit 

schools should be public knowledge 

because students should know how 

much of the immense tuition costs 

that cripple them later in life get 

returned to them in actual educa-

tional services. 

 Forgiveness of debts is a 

controversial goal because society 

generally assumes that a debt ac-

quired at one's own volition is one's 

own responsibility. In this case, the 

real issue is that debts shouldn't be 

so high to begin with. According to 

the College Board, tuition costs at 

public four-year institutions have 

been rising at an average rate of 

5.6% a year this past decade and are 

only expected to keep rising. Over-

all that means tuition in these 

schools has risen over 50% since 

2001. 

 Because entry-level career 

positions are not being created, the 

market is oversaturated with gradu-

ates who must resort to lower-level 

jobs. Unfortunately, those kinds of 

jobs don't earn enough to pay off 

tens of thousands of dollars of debt, 

so young adults feel trapped in a 

situation reminiscent of indentured 

servitude as they spend the rest of 

their lives paying off debt they feel 

was not worth the marginal im-

provement in their financial secu-

rity. 

 In our generation, almost 

everybody goes to college. This is 

fantastic because education is the  

foundation for advanced society, 

facilitating scientific breakthroughs, 

bolstering the economy, enhancing 

communication, and raising stan-

dards of living, while at the same 

time decreasing poverty, crime, and 

ignorance. Occupy Student Debt 

believes something so pivotal to 

society should be held at a standard 

higher than the free market. To 

quote the group's website, 

“Education is a right and a public 

good, and it should be properly 

funded as such.” 

 Occupy Student Debt can 

be found online at http://

occupystudentdebt.com/ 

The Student Debtors Pledge of Re-

fusal, along with the Faculty Pledge 

of Support, and the Non-Debtor 

Pledge of Support, is available at 

h t t p : / /

occupystudentdebtcampaign.com/ 

 

 

Occupy Student Debt 
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By Dale Van Wormer 

 Some people around cam-

pus have been curious to know 

what Phi Theta Kappa is and what 

we do. Phi Theta Kappa is an honor 

society designed for two-year col-

leges with a main goal of preparing 

member students to move onto a 

four-year college of their choice. 

PTK provides countless scholarship 

opportunities “through participation 

in honors, leadership, service and 

fellowship programming.” Phi 

Theta Kappa members also have 

access to more than $37 million in 

scholarships, an amount unmatched 

by other honor societies. PTK does 

a great number of community ser-

vice projects as well. Our chapter 

here at CCC, called Beta Beta Zeta, 

has, in the past, participated in an-

nual turkey and Christmas dinner 

donations to families in need, 

planted trees in Elmira NY, sent 

care packages to soldiers overseas, 

organized a Chemung River clean 

up and ran a printer cartridge recy-

cle drive. All of our service projects 

help to promote the community and 

our organization. There is one re-

quirement for membership; you 

must have completed 12 hours of 

coursework and have a cumulative 

GPA of 3.5 or higher. We have our 

own room located in the Commons 

building across from Student Life 

where we hold meetings every 

Tuesday at 12:00 noon. We wel-

come all students who are interested 

in becoming a member or who just 

want to see how we operate. Please 

stop by and visit us. You can also 

contact our advisor, Dave Rockwell 

anytime at his email address: Rock-

well@corning-cc.edu  

sider that Thriller is one of the best-

selling albums of all time with 

around 110 million sales. Teenage 

Dream has sold just over two mil-

lion copies. This comparison, how-

ever, is not totally valid with sales 

of whole records at an all-time low. 

Today, most music is retrieved 

from some sort of an internet pro-

gram like iTunes or even from an 

illegal source which further con-

fuses how to gauge an album’s suc-

cess since it’s hard to keep track of 

download numbers. Back in Mi-

chael’s day the only way to retrieve 

the music was to physically buy the 

album. This poses the question of 

who would be on top if we put both 

Perry and Jackson side by side in 

the same time frame. I know many 

people who detest Katy Perry, com-

menting on her music as cheap over

-produced pop songs. I rarely hear 

the same scrutiny of Michael Jack-

By Max Harvey-Sampson 

The fun, party-driven 

pop-song “Last Friday Night 

(T.G.I.F)” has put former gospel 

singer Katy Perry in a spot that 

will have people questioning 

what it means to be a pop star: 

Perry’s album Teenage Dream is 

now tied with Michael Jackson’s 

Thriller for having the most num-

ber one singles in an album. 

What is also startling is that Perry 

stands to beat Jackson out with 

her new single “The One that Got 

Away”. As of now, they both 

weigh in at five number ones, but 

“The One that Got Away” is go-

ing to give Michael a run for his 

money. The song jumped all the 

way to the number 15 spot on the 

Billboard Hot 100 during its five 

week presence and is still rising. 

As you compare the two, con-

son. Personally, I love Katy 

Perry -- who doesn’t enjoy some 

form of a guilty pleasure? How-

ever, I know so many people 

who don’t like her that I have to 

give some credit to that argu-

ment. When I first heard that she 

may win out in record number 

one singles, I was shocked. I 

figured someday, someone 

would come along and become 

the new king of pop (in this 

case, queen) but I never figured 

it would be someone like Katy 

Perry. Jackson may be rolling in 

his grave, but it’s time to face 

the music. The truth is that Mi-

chael is long gone in terms of 

musical relevance on the Bill-

board charts, and “I Kissed a 

Girl” singer Katy Perry is here 

to stay – whether you like it or 

not. 

Phi Theta Kappa 

Katy Perry set to Beat Michael Jackson  
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By Dr. Christine E. Atkins 

 

“Speak out, you got to speak out 

against the madness. You’ve got 

to speak your mind if you dare.” 

    

 --Crosby, Stills, and Nash 

 

One day in the fourth 

grade, my teacher, Mrs. Freeman, 

asked us to write a few sentences 

about what we wanted to be when 

we grew up. I remember grabbing 

my number two pencil and very 

carefully printing in large block 

letters the following statement:  

“When I grow up I will be a marine 

biologist.” As an afterthought, I 

then decided to add a second sen-

tence to the composition: “I do not 

want to be a teacher.”  

My mother was an elemen-

tary school teacher, as were most of 

her friends, and in my mind I 

equated becoming a teacher with 

falling into the conventional life my 

mother and her friends seemed to 

have: a house in the suburbs with a 

husband and three children, regular 

church attendance, and involvement 

in the PTO. By the time I got to 

high school, however, my opinion 

of teachers changed suddenly and 

drastically. I no longer saw them as 

boring and conventional but rather 

as mavericks and heroes. The teach-

ers in my high school were adults 

who were smart and articulate and 

outspoken. My favorite teachers, 

from high school through graduate 

school, were always the ones who 

wore their hearts on their sleeves 

and who weren’t afraid to speak 

their minds – both in and out of the 

classroom.  

For example, I remember 

walking into the cafeteria one day 

in high school and seeing my his-

tory teacher, Mr. Fitzgerald, sitting 

at a table while Crosby, Stills, and 

Nash’s “Teach Your Children” 

blared from a boom box. “Would 

you like to sign this petition?” he 

asked. A bunch of students and 

teachers were gathered around the 

table reading flyers and signing pe-

titions to stop the U.S. involvement 

in Central America. What im-

pressed me was that Mr. Fitzgerald 

not only paid attention to the world 

around us, but had opinions about it 

too.  

In college I took a philoso-

phy class from Dr. Barbara Wall, a 

philosopher and Marxist nun. When 

she wasn’t directing the Center for 

Peace and Justice or talking about 

peaceful revolution, she was mobi-

lizing students in the campus Am-

nesty International Club to march 

on Washington. One spring when 

the campus endured a string of sex-

ual violence incidents, Dr. Wall 

helped concerned students to organ-

ize a protest in which we marched 

as cars beeped in support. This was 

the late 1980s when campuses were 

just starting to realize how to talk 

about sexual violence and date rape. 

Dr. Wall’s presence at the march 

not only gave our protest a kind of 

legitimacy, it also gave us courage.  

My favorite memory of a 

teacher taking a stand took place in 

January of 1991 when U.S. troops 

began an aerial bombardment on 

Kuwait as a way to expel Iraqi 

troops.   I was a graduate student at 

the University of Minnesota at the 

time, and a member of the Progres-

sive Student Organization. Our 

group was marching through cam-

pus after the bombing, holding 

signs and chanting at the top of our 

lungs.  My favorite professor, Toni 

McNaron, saw our small protest as 

she walked down the steps of Lind 

Hall with an armful of books. Dr. 

McNaron was the kind of professor 

who asked us to call her “Toni” and 

who teared up when she read her 

favorite lines from Milton in class. 

Before I knew it, Dr. McNaron was 

marching with us through the tree-

lined campus, shouting along with 

everyone else: “1,2,3,4 We don’t 

want your oil war! 5,6,7,8 We will 

not cooperate!”  

In recent weeks I’ve had a 

chance to exercise my freedom of 

speech as a private citizen at the 

Occupy Corning event. Even before 

the event took place, silent and visi-

ble forces conveyed their collective 

disapproval about the protest. That 

disapproval turned to anger in the 

aftermath of the event when an ad-

junct faculty member wrote in The 

Corning Leader that she was 

“angered and frustrated” by the fac-

ulty members who participated in 

Occupy Corning since they “do not 

represent or speak for” her “in sev-

eral important ways.” 

I would like say to those 

who seem threatened by the exer-

cise of free speech that I was there 

as a private citizen to take part in a 

participatory democracy. In my 

mind, well-informed dissent is a 

key form of patriotism. If my sign 

wasn’t big enough to include your 

issues, you are free to make your 

own. The act of speaking my mind 

and weighing in on important issues 

is just one of the important lessons I 

learned, like all good students, from 

my teachers.  

 

 
 

Free Speech 
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By Paolo Cremidis 

Last Thursday there was a 

roundtable discussion about Occupy 

Wall Street, the movement that is 

overtaking the nation. There were 

three presenters – two professors 

and a representative of the Twin 

Tiers Tea Party. I had gone to this 

presentation expecting some sort of 

philosophical discussion as to why 

this OWS movement was beginning 

to coalesce. The two professors – 

Ryan Hersha and Gregg Caruso – 

gave sound presentations with sta-

tistical data regarding why this pro-

test is happening in New York and 

1500 other cities. The most alarm-

ing thing to me was the unequal 

distribution of wealth that Professor 

Caruso brought up which showed 

that over 55% of wealth is concen-

trated on the top 1% while the bot-

tom  90% had only 20% of the total 

wealth, making a solid argument for 

the 99% movement. I was astonished 

by the defense that these two profes-

sors took up for the 99% movement. 

It was absolutely inspiring. Next 

came the representative from the 

Twin Tiers Tea Party, Brad Lytle, 

who brought his own power point 

presentation. 

Lytle’s presentation con-

sisted of an ad hominem attack on 

the Occupy Movement. I thought to 

myself “seriously that is the best 

they can come up with?” Lytel, for 

example, claimed that the Occupy 

protestors are aligned with both the 

Nazi party and the KKK. Let me 

make this very clear, while the Nazi 

party and KKK have declared that 

they embrace OWS, Occupy Wall 

Street has not declared any alliance 

with these groups. Right now, nu-

merous movements are endorsing the 

protest. People are angry and upset 

that the middle class is being eroded 

and that our tax dollars are being 

redistributed to the top 1% in the 

form of tax cuts for the rich. I be-

lieve the Tea Party has a right to be 

upset, but they are sadly misguided. 

When you talk to these Tea Partiers 

and actually ask them what they 

want to cut, they will rant about 

welfare recipients and other minute 

objects in our budget. They will not 

talk about the elephant in the room 

which is military spending. Further-

more, to say that heavy industrial 

and corporate interests are not be-

hind the Tea Party would be a bla-

tant lie. I believe we can work to-

gether since they too have a right to 

be angry, but for God’s sake, do not 

call us communist or Nazis because 

we disagree with you.  

It was not our fault you 

were embarrassed by college stu-

dents in a roundtable. It was your 

own. 

Roundtable: I Thought the Tea Party Could have done Better 
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Left to right: Brad Lytle, Dr. Greg Caruso, Dr Christine Atkins, Prof. Ryan Hersha  



By Penny Kelley 

Okay everybody, I am going to step 

on people’s toes here because I’m 

really pissed.  How many of you 

walked into the Commons and took 

a quick glance or maybe stopped to 

get candy at the Senate’s table then 

moved on like it was nothing?  How 

many of you know how our new 

Speaker of the Senate was voted in?  

How many of you even give a crap?  

Well, I do. And I, for one, don’t like 

it.  I have nothing against our new 

Speaker. I don’t even know her, but 

I feel like it was done in the wrong 

manner.  Oh sure, it’s all legal ac-

cording to our bylaws, but it feels 

very sneaky to me.  Does it sound 

fair to give the position to someone 

who is not even a Senator, and deny 

an elected Senator the position?  

And to tell this Senator that she did-

n’t get the position because of a 

negative attitude?  Please!  I have 

been a rep for the paper for a while 

now, and I have seen negative atti-

tude in other officers in student 

government – that  didn’t stop them 

from getting their position.  I think 

they elected a “yes man”, not some-

one who is going to stand up for us 

and not be afraid of getting the job 

done.  It’s my opinion that we reps 

need to know more aboutf what we 

are voting on.  We do our clubs an 

injustice by not knowing what the 

hell we are doing.  I, for one, am 

seriously rethinking my job as rep. 

You know the drill, if you have any 

comments or pet peeves contact me 

at pkelley6@corning-cc.edu   

Penny’s Pet Peeves 
Student Senate 
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By Zoe Swanton 

 Something struck me the other day as I rifled through an 

issue of vogue from the 1950’s: the presence of quite a few print 

ads for cigarettes. Much like if you watch films made up until the 

late 1980’s cigarettes are portrayed as not only normal life but al-

most a factor that can make a character more suave, alluring, and 

basically as the cliché goes, “Cool”. The question for me became 

what happened? When did society take a sharp turn in its love for 

tobacco? Although smoking remains ever present it is now some-

thing many more see as detrimental as opposed to a common ac-

tivity. Corning Community college’s new smoking ban has caused 

its own stir on campus since classes began this fall. The fact re-

mains that at the age of 18 in the United States you have the right 

to purchase and smoke, chew, etc. any tobacco product. Looking 

around lately it seems that the tides are turning on tobacco with 

more push for legalization of Marijuana. In 1988 the surgeon gen-

eral warnings became more open about the risks of smoking; how-

ever the information had been available to the U.S government in 

the 1960’s. Until the late 80’s the big tobacco companies and gov-

ernment had been working together on a “healthier cigarette” 

which never came to fruition, and in the early nineties products to 

curve nicotine cravings were released onto the market. This all 

began tobaccos rapid decline into exile from its once loving soci-

ety. It was first banned on all aircrafts in 2000, and then banned in 

bars and restaurants in 2003. Recently in the state of New York 

taxes on tobacco products were raised in an effort to rapidly re-

duce the amount of smokers. It is astonishing how implications 

can change a cultures view on a certain activity, what we now de-

spise may become something of great importance and vice versa in 

our near future.  

Glamorization Student Senate is a vital bridge between the 

board of trustees, the administration and the 

students. Without students to represent our 

views that bridge becomes meaningless. Do 

yourselves and your campus a favor and take 

an interest. 

-Editor 

 



By Yasmin Shariff  

 

“None are more hope-

lessly enslaved than those who 

believe they are free.”-Goethe 

 

The current Occupy Wall 

street movement is on every con-

tinent on the planet but Antarc-

tica. This past spring the world 

witnessed the Arab Spring and 

the overthrowing of the corrupt 

governments of Tunisia and 

Egypt. I believe that not only are 

people fed up with the injustices 

put upon the working class but 

that there is a tremendous amount 

of hope that things can be 

changed. This movement we call 

the “OWS” movements is indeed 

a branch of the Civil Rights 

movement that we saw take hold 

of hundreds of thousands of peo-

ple in the 60s who wanted real 

social change.  

If we, the working class, 

are the 99 percent doing 99 per-

cent of the work, why do we not 

have 99 percent of the wealth? In 

a country that spends trillions of 

our tax dollars on wars and bail-

outs while everyday citizens 

(taxpayers) are losing their 

homes, working hard yet barely 

making ends meet, and a depress-

ing 9.2 percent unemployment 

rate nationally, how could one 

not expect to see people protest 

in the streets for fair representa-

tion? 

When the companies we 

work for and buy from (and thus 

make successful) have CEOs that 

earn 343 times more than the aver-

age worker (according to an article 

by Liberto on CNNMoney.com) 

you  would have to be blind to not 

see how feudalistic our society is 

becoming. In the past two months 

since the Occupy movement has 

begun, President Obama has created 

two executive orders: One of these 

relieves some of the burden of stu-

dent loan debt. I am certainly not 

saying that any politician out there 

is truly addressing the real eco-

nomic hardships the ever shrinking 

middleclass and the ever struggling 

poor  in this country face with the 

intensity that it calls for, but be-

tween his jobs bill that got shot 

down in Congress and his relief of 

student loan debt , I can definitely 

see that Obama will respond to our 

cries for justice. With an election 

year on its way, I predict that more 

candidates will acknowledge the 

harsh grievances of the working 

class – the 99 percent of this coun-

try.  

So voice your opinion and 

speak your truth to the powers that 

be. The Arab Spring and now the 

Occupy protests are greatly needed. 

In the immortal words of the great 

Fredrick Douglass, “Power con-

cedes nothing without demand.”  

Some call protest civil disobedi-

ence, but I call standing up to op-

pression common sense resistance. 

The current socio-economic system 

we have in this country is unsus-

tainable and inhumane. That is why 

there are countless thousands of 

people protesting across this coun-

try (and the rest of the world for 

that matter.)  

Furthermore, if we are 

aiming to create a more egalitar-

ian society, we must not forget 

those who suffer the most. There 

are countless millions starving in 

the horn of Africa, for one exam-

ple. Indeed, the worst victims of 

globalization are those in third 

world countries. Furthermore, 

according to Noam Chomsky in 

Reader Supported News ; 

“Among these masses are 6 mil-

lion children who die every year 

because of lack of simple medi-

cal procedures that the rich coun-

tries could make available within 

statistical error in their budgets. 

And a billion people on the edge 

of starvation or worse but not 

beyond reach by any means.”  

 The 99 percent move-

ment is simply asking for a more 

egalitarian society for us all (not 

bailouts for the one percent that 

lie, cheat, and steal from the rest 

of us.) Since we are the 99 per-

cent, the ones who do the actual 

work, we are now being the ones 

we have been waiting for (as 

president Obama said in his cam-

paign speeches of 08.) The Corn-

ing and Elmira areas are having 

their own Solidarity with OWS 

protests and I, for one, as an indi-

vidual and a citizen will be join-

ing them, not just for myself, but 

for my children and the world at 

large. I hope to see you, the 

reader, there, one of these Satur-

days or Sundays.  

Global Paradigm Shift 
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What is SCOP? 

 

 

SCOP is the Corning Community College literary magazine published annually.  SCOP is your oppor-

tunity to be published in a blind submission process where the judges don’t know who you are, and no 

one can doubt your obvious talent.  Being published in SCOP brings prizes, an awards luncheon, and BIG 
bragging rights. It also looks good on your resume. 

So, what is SCOP looking for? 

SCOP  is looking for any student writer with something to share.  Writers of ALL levels are wel-

come to send submissions.  There is no entry fee. You may enter as many pieces, in as many categories, as 

you like: 

POETRY— 30 lines or fewer. Original foreign language poems with translation by author are welcome 

 

SHORT STORIES-- no longer than 3,000 words 

 
ESSAYS— no longer than 3,000 words (includes class essays and journalism entries ) 

 

DRAMAS— no longer than 4,000 words 

 

GRAPHIC SHORT STORIES-- no longer than 10 pages 

 

How do you submit your work to SCOP? 

 

*If you do not receive an acknowledgement of your entry, please resubmit it. 

 

YOU could be in next year’s SCOP ~~ come join us !!!!! 

 

Submit your original writing to Marie Hannan-Mandel at mhannanm@corning-cc.edu  

between now and Feb. 7th, 2012.  Put SCOP in the message line.* 

mailto:mhannanm@corning-cc.edu


By Paolo Cremidis 

We did it! We held a rally 

in Corning in Solidarity with our 

brothers and sisters in the more than 

1500 cities occupied at the same 

moment. Things were peaceful as 

our friends from the local labor 

movement and environmental 

groups joined the students. The 

rally began in Centerway Square in 

Corning. I find it ironic that a year 

and a half ago the Tea Party had a 

local rally there as well. At least 

100 people congregated in the 

square as first one of the Labor or-

ganizers spoke about our right to 

free speech. Afterwards, I stepped 

up to the podium and highlighted 

the fact that college students who 

have just graduated enter a labor 

force with a 9.3% unemployment 

for their segment. Young adults, 

between the ages 16-25, enter a la-

bor market with 24% unemploy-

ment nationally and 26% locally. If 

we had 700 billion dollars to fund 

the Bush tax cuts, why in God’s 

name can’t we fund public educa-

tion? We were ceremoniously 

kicked out of Centerway Square 

which gave us a reason to march up 

and down Market Street. Most shop 

owners were indifferent to our 

march while some did applaud us 

while we marched down the street. 

This is the spark in the heart of the 

occupier – the protection and better-

ment of all our homes.  

Though current threats to 

the 99% aren’t present in the form 

of big banks and Wall Street here in 

Corning, we have the threat of our 

area being destroyed by the vestiges 

of corporate profit. The hydro-

fracking industry, for example, will 

endanger all of us – even those who 

agree with the practice. We have a 

congressman who is essentially a 

rubber stamp for the Republican 

Party to do as they please in our 

area.  He took $30,000 in campaign 

contributions from the natural gas 

industry and is willing to let our 

patriotic achievements such as so-

cial security be drained for the 

benefit of tax cuts for the wealthy. 

Is this the Southern Tier our parents 

grew up in? A place where a 19-

year-old kid has one in four chance 

of getting a job, and where many 

young people have to leave the area 

because there are no jobs? We must 

do better! 

This is not the home the 

founding fathers wanted us to have. 

This is not the America I want to 

leave for my own children.  I do not 

want an America where most peo-

ple have to struggle to make ends 

meet while the Republicans ask 

more in tax cuts for the wealthy. 

The American people have woken 

up and we in Corning and in other 

towns in the Southern Tier are be-

ginning to wake up with local spark 

in our hearts. We begin to return to 

the debate we should be having. 

To those who call us Nazi-

socialist-Marxist-fascists, I say 

you have no Idea what you are 

talking about. In this great nation 

of ours we have never had a 

purely capitalistic economy or 

purely socialistic one. People are 

starting to question whether our 

detractors even know what social-

ism means. When university stu-

dents are being scapegoated by 

the Tea Party for the fiscal insan-

ity of the Bush administration, it’s 

clear that the Tea Party is out of 

touch with reality. The 1% has 

tried to divide us long enough; the 

stereotype of lazy professors or 

public workers is a fallacy. Why 

is it easier for these people to be-

lieve that 150,000,000 Americans 

are much lazier than the 400 rich-

est Americans who paid no taxes? 

The only claim for this can be 

ignorance, but I am optimistic, as 

we move this movement forward, 

that we can all work together to 

make this nation prosperous and 

proud again. The local spark in 

our hearts has ignited a whirlwind 

of dissent and dissent is patriotic 

or were, I would ask the Tea 

Party, the founding fathers 

wrong? 

The local spark in our hearts 
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The Die Hard Liberal    

The Occupy movement cannot be ignored, and for any who make less than $250,000 a year, should not. While many 

may find the people involved in the protests to be not of the character they might like, the fact of the matter is that 

they are striving for a world in which your student loans will not cripple your chances of success, where medical 

expenses will not ruin lives and where the worst, most avaricious humans are not glorified at the expense of every 

single other human being on earth. Understand that there ARE sides, and it would behoove you to pick the one that 

represents your interests. 

-Editor 



will be coming back next semester. 

It is imperative that we have our 

voice in this school, or we will lose 

something very precious. I see 

many of you just sitting around so-

cializing when you could be doing 

something great like being a sena-

tor, and it isn’t all hard work. Being 

a participant in our student govern-

ment also has its benefits. Not only 

will you get the satisfaction of being 

By Penny Kelley 

Where is our Student Sen-

ate today? What is happening to 

our voice? This semester has been 

a disaster for our Senate – we are 

currently down to two Senators. 

We need a strong Senate if we the 

“STUDENTS” of this college are 

to have a voice. It’s time to get out 

there and get going. I know we are 

busy being students and invested 

in our own studies, but this cam-

pus is a community, not just a 

school. We, as students, need our 

student government to work for us 

and our needs, or it is useless to us. 

The job of Senator is work, yes, 

but necessary for students to stand 

up and get busy.  

I know it is nearly the end 

of this semester, but many of you 

the voice of our college, but it looks 

great on a resume.  Employers love to 

see a potential employee who not 

only has skills, but who is someone 

who gets involved in life. They need 

someone who thinks outside of them-

selves, can look at the bigger picture, 

and who can work as a team member.  

Everyone has the potential to become 

a part of something bigger than just 

“I”. 

Student Senate??? 

Have an opinion? 

Get it out and get paid! 

-10 dollars per published article 

-5 dollars per published photograph 

-E-mail articles & photos to   

Ccccrier@gmail.com 
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