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By Paolo Cremidis 

The 99% movement has 

been flourishing to the astonishment 

of the democrats and the discomfort  

of the Republicans. But this move-

ment is larger than current politics; 

this is the debate that our politicians 

should be having. I write to you to-

day on a very historic day: the first 

ever bank transfer day. Though it 

may sound symbolic, today close to 

82,000 people have moved their 

money from big banks to credit un-

ions and currently one million people 

have moved their money to credit 

unions. This has prompted Bank of 

America to drop some of their fees.  

This is not a small success. It 

is a warning to these corporations 

that  consumers will not support 

unethical business practices. This 

is the awakening of the American 

colossus; no longer will we  ac-

cept the greed of corporations. 

We young people in the Southern 

tier lack jobs to the tune of a 25% 

unemployment rate, yet our con-

gressman still argues to cut 

spending from federal youth pro-

grams. While more than ever we 

need to stimulate the economy the 

party of No just voted down in 

the senate a bill which would 

have given 60 billion dollars to 

infrastructure projects.  
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By Zoe Swanton 

 On Tuesday October 25th 

the atmosphere around campus 

was whimsical as students and fac-

ulty made the most of what seems 

to have been the last day of warm 

weather we will have for quite 

some time. In the late morning, 

years after its last appearance, ta-

bles had popped up along the path 

to the library as local vendors be-

gan E.P.I.C‟s farmers‟ market. It 

was easy to spot that these stands 

each were doing their part for 

E.P.I.C‟s sustainability and local 

buying initiatives. Even a student 

rep was there for our partner the 

Spencer Crest Nature Center, 

which had its ribbon cutting cere-

mony this past Thursday the 27th. 

There was a stand for each differ-

ent business, all of which offered 

local products ranging from soaps 

and oils to produce, flowers, honey 

and meat products. Behind them a 

keyboarder played some easy lis-

tening tunes as students sat and 

enjoyed. This is one of many excit-

ing activities E.P.I.C has planned; 

more on the way include spring‟s 

Ecofest and Earth Day Celebration, 

more markets in the late spring, 

and the recently opened college 

garden at the Elmira campus. As 

the dreaded “S word” (snow) has 

arrived once again, we switch to 

more indoor activities like the Mis-

sion Wolf this past Thursday in the 

Triangle lounge.  

 

The Farmers‟ Market 
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Calena Clair: "Some drivers are good 

but some are really bad. One time I was 

waiting on campus for the bus and the 

driver went right past me! I was stuck in 

the cold and my mom had to come pick 

me up!" 

James Reed: "The bus is ok but many 

improvements need to be made. The 

price has gone up but the service doesn't 

match the cost. The bus breaks down, 

there are rude  drivers, and sometimes 

54 people have to squeeze onto a vehi-

cle with a capacity of 24. On the other 

hand, the bus is a great place to net-

work. I found my algebra tutor on the 

bus!" 

Matt Dillon: You can have great con-

versations on the bus but it needs to be 

on time. The bus is consistently late." 

Student Spin: Bus Service 
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Mariah Arnold: "I hate the bus system! 

Drivers are always late. The bus leaks 

and you get wet. When I try to transfer 

to Bath at the downtown bus station I 

have to wait an hour and a half." 

By Penny Kelley 

I recently had a sit down 

with Jen and Doug, the President 

and Vice President of the Human 

Service Club, about their upcom-

ing Toys for Children fundraiser.  

The club has participated in this 

event every year for the last 21 

years; it is the longest running 

fundraiser the college has ever 

had.  The Human Service Club is 

very community-oriented and it 

shows with this fundraiser.  Jen 

said “We need to give back to 

the community and this is a 

small part of what we do.” 

 The fundraiser is a sim-

ple and inexpensive way to allow 

low-income children to have a 

happier Christmas.  “Some chil-

dren may only get the gifts that 

we provide for them”.  All you 

have to do is pick a tag off the 

Christmas tree and buy a gift for 

the age group you choose.  They 

ask that you limit the price of the 

gift to twenty dollars or less.  

Some people spend twenty dol-

lars and buy four gifts for five 

dollars, giving to more children. 

If you take a 5 below flyer from 

the Commons table, along with 

the tag and give it to the sales 

clerk when ending your purchase 

the club will get back 10% to 

purchase more toys. The club 

picks children from Head Start 

and the college day care.  They 

are fundraising for Steuben and 

Schuyler counties this year so all 

the Head Start centers in these 

counties will be getting the gifts.  

Last year alone they made their 

gift goal for five hundred gifts 

and exceeded it by receiving 

eight hundred gifts.   
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By Max Harvey-Sampson 

“Holy water cannot 

help you now!” belts Flor-

ence Welch of Florence + the 

Machine on the track “Seven 

Devils” from their highly 

anticipated new release Cere-

monials. Having many times 

been disappointed by a 

breakthrough artist‟s second 

album, this was a pleasant 

surprise. It is an original al-

bum that holds on to the in-

struments and styles that 

made their 2009 debut Lungs 

so original. The album is a 

glorious beast, expressing 

religious, spiritual, and dark 

thoughts over booming vo-

cals and unique instrumenta-

tion.   With Ceremonials they 

take that already distinct 

style and pushed it a step fur-

ther. The album has a very 

full sound that utilizes a 

number of different instru-

ments, including harp and 

organ, to create a mystical 

effect. The album‟s loud and 

booming vocals are similar to 

songs like “Rolling in the 

Deep” from fellow UK artist 

Adele, not surprising consid-

ering they share the producer, 

Paul Epworth.  Ceremonials 

is not in any way like the 

sparse instrumentation found 

on Adele‟s latest album.  

There are also a fair 

number of religious and oth-

erworldly undertones in the 

album which mentions words 

like hymns, heaven, devils, 

ghosts, ghouls, and prayers a 

fair number of times. They 

also go as far as to mention 

Atlas, a character in Greek 

mythology (“and oh poor At-

las, the worlds a beast of a bur-

den”). Now while these song 

lyrics have a clear theme sepa-

rately, there is a very specific 

mood that I get when I listen to 

the songs as a whole. It has a 

strong gestalt.  There is a feel-

ing of being absorbed into the 

fantastic. Listening to it you 

may find yourself accepting 

the lyrics as real letting it pull 

you into an distant, historical 

frame, like an alternate reality 

set in the time of masquerades 

and formal parties.   These 

mysterious themes are part of 

what makes this band so origi-

nal.  

The song “Leave my 

Body,” is a perfect example of 

the album‟s transcendental and 

spiritual themes. In it Welch 

speaks of going up to higher 

ground and of her history hold-

ing her down.  The question I 

pose, and the answer is up to 

the listener, is whether or not 

she is talking about dying or 

simply speaking of leaving her 

body symbolically  

Practicality is some-

thing you won‟t find on this 

album. There is a strong ele-

ment of fantasy that can come 

off as a bit dramatic especially 

when paired with Welch‟s 

grandiose vocals.  

      Continued on pg. 5 
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By Lynnette Lockwood  

 October21, 2011 was a memorable 

night for CCC and the surrounding commu-

nity.  CCC had the pleasure to present Ms. Erin 

Gruwell for an evening of a true application of 

theory and educational practice. 

Ms. Gruwell is an energetic woman 

who worked in a very poor and dangerous in-

ner city school in Long Beach, California ap-

proximately 15 years ago. The fruits of her la-

bor were many, but the world took notice when 

her class of social misfits compiled a book dur-

ing her high school English class. The book, 

The Freedom Writers, was created in the now 

famous room 203.  The story became so popu-

lar that it went on to be made into a movie.  

Ms. Gruwell‟s description of her ex-

periences with these students ties in with the 

Hierarchy of Needs as put forward by the well-

known psychological theorist Eric Maslow. 

She talked about her classroom full of students 

who found the first stages of Maslow‟s Hierar-

chy challenging and nearly impossible to 

achieve. These students, who struggled with 

daily basic needs, had no expectation of being 

able to move up the pyramid of needs.   

Using inspiration from positive role 

models such as Anne Frank, Ms. Gruwell 

showed her class that there can always be hope, 

even in the throes of despair. Each of the 150 

students that she taught in room 203 graduated 

from high school. This was an unprecedented 

level of achievement for this level of student. 

They all went on to college.  Today many of 

them are teachers, and one is a lawyer. Ms. 

Gruwell   goes around the country telling their 

story. All money that is earned through speak-

ing engagements, book sales, and royalties 

from the movie goes to a scholarship to aid 

future students in their attempts to be success-

ful. Each of the original students is a mentor 

for the current high school students in that area. 

Ms. Gruwell showed her class that there can 

always be hope even in the throes of despair 

and proved that Maslow‟s Hierarchy can be 

achieved. 

Freedom Writer Comes to 

Corning 



der and age group; the age 

groups range is from ages 18 

months to 24 months, 3 to 5 

years old, and 5 to 7 years old.  

Take your gifts unwrapped to 

the Commons building and drop 

it in the barrel.  The fundraiser 

runs from November 1st to De-

cember 10th. Please give! 

This year ,our goal is one thou-

sand gifts!  Doug says “for the 

price of two cups of coffee you 

can give a child a gift, and every-

one at the college should donate.  

It„s for our community that we 

could help in such a small way.  

We need to be a college who 

cares about our community.”   

 We need to donate to 

this great cause. I know I am! All 

you have to do is choose the gen-

Helping Hands for the Holidays (cont.) 
Penny Kelley 
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So now is the time that we must 

act and as citizens have our voices 

heard. As it stands, Ithaca, Binghamton, 

Rochester, Buffalo, Albany, and many 

other cities have active occupy move-

ments. Last week I had the opportunity 

to address the Occupy Ithaca general 

assembly. They are working in their 

area to make things better.  We must do 

the same in Corning  As an individual 

and not in any official capacity, I am 

calling on students to rally on Nov. 12th 

at Centerway Square at 11:00 AM.  

We must stand in solidarity 

with our fellow brothers and sisters of 

the 99% and have our voices heard by 

our politicians. If you have ever wanted 

to speak your mind about something 

that you believe is wrong with our po-

litical system, come. We are all part of 

the 99%, and we must have our voices 

heard. We are not responsible for this 

crisis, however hard the right wing may 

try to make us into the scapegoats. We 

did not create this financial disaster. 

 The corporate manipulation of 

our government has to end. Wall Street 

cannot control the American people 

with an iron rod of corporate donations 

to our political leaders. This must end! 

When corporations can be considered 

people, it means that the rights of the 

people are being violated. I am a citizen. 

Koch industries is not; I It‟s time to stop 

believing their lies. We‟re rallying for 

the truth and to bring back the debate 

our nation should be having. This is a 

leaderless movement organically grown. 

I am personally sick of being told that 

the middle class is at fault for our na-

tion‟s woes, but this is just my griev-

ance, there are plenty of other things to 

be angry about. 

Therefore, on November 12th I 

invite anyone who reads this to occupy 

Centerway Square in Corning with us. I 

hope to see you there. 

  

It‟s Our Turn Now  

(cont.)  Paolo Cremidis 



By Aubrey J, Hart 

It really saddens me that 

such great movies go unseen by so 

many people. I hope in this article 

to put some new movies on your 

radar. Some will hopefully make 

your top ten, too.   

Submarine is an indie film 

from the UK that you can find in 

any red box. It‟s about a teen in 

high school trying to find where he 

fits in. He is an outcast trying to 

make friends which proves difficult 

until he befriends a girl who is an-

other outcast , and that is where 

there relationship begins. This 

movie is well made, well written, 

and, all and all , a good movie. It‟s 

absolutely worth the buck to rent. It 

really is one of the only movies that 

I have rented from red box that I 

would buy at list price at any store. 

Flipped is a film based on a 

book about a boy in middle school 

in the 1950s, who is bothered by a 

girl who really likes him, and how 

he falls in and out of love with her. 

That being said, it is also about the 

girl. It‟s really how book adapta-

tions should be made by taking the 

dialogue directly from the page, 

even if it what that character is feel-

ing or thinking, and even if it is in 

reminiscence film Noir or an old 

detective film.  This is one of my 

new films for everyone in the fam-

ily. 

Garden State is a film 

about going home again. When a 

small time actor heads home after 

hearing his mother has passed 

away, he decides to spend as little 

time as possible with his outraged 

father. He also tries catching up 

with an old friend and forgets his 

medication, which he has been tak-

ing from the time he was a boy, at 

home. He gradually starts to see 

that he was cut off from his emo-

tions, and he then starts to feel for 

the first time in his adult life. This 

is one of my favorite movies, not 

only for the story it tells but also for 

the music. It has one of the best 

sound tracks with the best compila-

tion of music that complements the 

story so well. 

Green Street Hooligans is a 

film about a student of journalism 

at Harvard who is made to take the 

fall for his roommate‟s drugs two 

months short of his graduation. 

Taking the money that his room-

mate forced him to take, he heads 

off to the UK to see his sister, 

brother in-law, and their baby. He 

starts hanging out with the brother 

in law‟s younger brother, who gets 

him in a soccer club for the West 

Ham Mighty Hammers. He starts 

off as someone who avoids all con-

frontation and changes into some-

one who never backs down, no 

matter what the odds are. This 

sounds like it‟s all about fighting, 

but it‟s more about the story and 

the development of friendships and 

then fighting. Don't get me wrong, 

this movie is violent and the fight-

ing is brutal but not over powering. 

It is how it all ties in, however, that 

makes this movie great. This is in 

my top ten movie list . “Once you 

have taken a few punches and real-

ize you‟re not made of glass, 

you‟re really not living life unless 

you‟re pushing yourself to its lim-

its.” 

Brick is a film about a high 

school student who tries to deci-

pher what his frantic ex-girlfriend 

tells him just before she goes miss-

ing. He sets out to find out what 

going on and to, above all, find 

her. This movie is a great throw-

back to film noir. It may be set in a 

high school, but it not a teen 

movie. It is more on the college 

level. This is almost at the very top 

of my list of truly great movies. 

 

as opposed to a straight up solid 

meaning. Interpreting it is part of 

the fun of the album and all you 

Flo fans out there will have plenty 

to talk about.  

This album is not a happy 

group of songs, but I don‟t want 

that to distract you from the artis-

tic excellence found in the CD. I 

find myself listening to Ceremoni-

als when there is something that is 

All these tracks have a 

similar theme, but as far as the 

overall message goes I am a bit 

confused. Is the album simply the 

band‟s confessed belief in the fan-

tastic ,or is there some deeper mes-

sage that is trying to be conveyed to 

the audience? Maybe that‟s part of 

the intrigue of the album.  As with a 

David Lynch movie, we may be 

stuck with our own interpretations 

bothering me. This album provides a 

means of escape. In my book, the 

album gets 5 stars, but having said 

that, I realize the dark content may 

make it less available to other listen-

ers. If you are already a fan, then I 

suggest you go out and buy this re-

cord. If you are new to Florence and 

the Machine I recommend starting 

out with their first album Lungs.  

Top Five Movies of the last 10 Years You May Have Missed Out On 

Ceremonials (cont.)  Max Harvey-Sampson 
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 I applaud The Crier for 

prominently discussing the new 

smoking policy now in force here 

at CCC in its first two issues.  No 

issue has so engaged the campus 

community in the past five years 

more than this one. 

 By sheer coincidence, the 

first issue came out October 3rd, 

the same day that PBS aired Ken 

Burns‟ documentary Prohibition, 

which detailed the nation‟s 

“experiment” with the complete 

illegalization of alcohol from 

1920-1933.  The conclusions of 

that program are informative of 

our debate and still hold true: 

prohibition doesn‟t work.  It cre-

ates disrespect for the law and 

encourages illegal behavior.  It is 

costly, divisive and doomed to 

failure, because legislation, the 

program stated, cannot ultimately 

dictate one‟s personal choices 

and behaviors. 

 Smoking cigarettes is an 

addictive behavior that begins 

voluntarily when one chooses to 

smoke.  Eliminating this behavior 

works best by encouraging us not 

to smoke at all, for once begun, 

the smoker is soon hooked.  

Nicotine is one of the most addic-

tive substances known to man.  I 

once knew a person, a former 

heroin addict, who told me in all 

seriousness that quitting heroin 

was much easier than quitting 

smoking.  Most smokers, like 

me, cannot remember the number 

of times they have quit.  It is an 

extraordinarily difficult task to 

achieve. 

 Nicotine, however, has 

its good side.  It is a very effec-

tive stimulant, enhancing concen-

tration, wakefulness and endur-

ance.  I couldn‟t grade my papers 

without them.  It is the tars and 

other substances in tobacco 

that make it a deadly delivery 

system for nicotine addicts. 

 I‟ve spent a good deal 

of my career here at CCC 

dealing with this issue.  I 

chaired the Learning Re-

sources Committee of College 

Association in 2001 when it 

was charged with investigat-

ing the rules governing smok-

ing on campus.  We surveyed 

students, faculty and staff, 

studied what other schools 

were doing, and compromised 

before submitting a further 

restriction on the locations 

where smoking was permit-

ted.  In 2005 I served on a 

Smoking Task Force charged 

by then-President Amann to 

again study the issue.  Once 

again we surveyed the com-

munity and made recommen-

dations.  Each survey con-

cluded that most of the col-

lege community was not in 

favor of a total ban on smok-

ing on campus. I was also 

president of the faculty union 

when Dr. Amann attempted to 

unilaterally impose a com-

plete ban on smoking in 2008.  

We filed a grievance against 

the College because it didn‟t 

negotiate this first and won.  

In our last contract we gave 

up control of smoking 

“rights” during negotiations; 

it was one of the few demands 

the College had.  I fully ex-

pected Dr. Amann to impose 

a draconically complete ban 

before he left in June, and he 

did not disappoint me.  It is 

his “legacy.” 

 Of course, the Re-

gional Board of Trustees has 

already made its decision, and 

the College “proudly” proclaims itself to be 

“smoke-free.”  But it isn‟t smoke-free.  We 

smokers still lurk in the shadows, forced to 

the fringes of college property, second-class 

citizens by fiat.  If the institution truly values 

inclusiveness and tolerance, it ought to find 

a way to accommodate everyone as much as 

possible.  We are all adults here, and we 

make adult choices; prohibition is a policy 

similar to the tyranny of parents directed at 

children. 

Prof. Paul McNaney 
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Letter to the Editor 

This is an issue that has many people riled 

up; please continue to share your thoughts 

and comments on the ban with us and the 

faculty here at CCC. 

Sebastian Swanton, Editor 
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these weather patterns. These con-

ditions mean more rivers and lakes 

are being polluted. The French have 

banned hydro-fracking in their 

country due to fears about water 

shortages. Not only does fracking 

use an absurd amount of water, but 

the laughably inadequate open air 

pits used to store the waste pose a 

serious risk to the ground water that 

By Sebastian Swanton 

When people talk about 

climate change they primarily focus 

on things like air pollution and ris-

ing tides. While these issues are 

undoubtedly important, there is one 

that is already affecting billions of 

people. Clean fresh water is a ne-

cessity, not only in maintaining life, 

but also in maintaining industry. 

Water shortages have begun to af-

fect large businesses, with compa-

nies like Kraft and The Gap project-

ing higher prices due to poor grow-

ing seasons and a lack of available 

clean water for irrigation.  

I know what you are think-

ing — this last summer was one of 

the wettest we‟ve seen in some 

time. Well, unfortunately, due to the 

amount of waste we pump into wa-

ter supplies and inadequate storage 

of concentrated chemical waste, 

areas that do not get as much rain as 

us and that import water for indus-

try and irrigation are harmed by 

remains after the gas drilling com-

panies have taken the amount they 

require. With over a billion people 

lacking access to safe drinking wa-

ter today, it seems unthinkable to 

propose using water on that scale 

to drill for gas. Not only is it in-

credibly unethical, but it brings  

with it a serious threat  of  water 

shortages in our homes.   

Self-Inflicted Water Shortages 
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