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By Kelsey Johnson 

 As the sun begins to rise, the 

mass of sleeping bodies occupying Zuc-

cotti Park begin to stir for another busy 

day of protests and marches.  Local em-

ployees walk to work, trying their best to 

ignore the shouts of early morning dem-

onstrators and avoiding those handing 

out flyers explaining who are ―the 99%‖, 

what they want and why are they here. 

 Occupy Wall Street (OWS) is a 

―leaderless resistance movement with 

people of many colors, genders and po-

litical persuasions.‖ The main focus is to 

end the greed and corruption that has 

consumed our government and society as 

a whole. OWS relies on general assem-

blies to make decisions and promote non-

violence, mutual respect, and an overall 

commitment to a better world.  

 The park is neatly divided into a 

fully functioning community. Meals are 

served from a makeshift kitchen in the 

heart of the park with donated food and 

no person is turned away. Because this 

movement has allowed people to sleep 

without disruption and food is so readily 

available, many local homeless people 

have begun to migrate to the park and are 

welcomed with open arms. Clothing and 

blankets have been donated and have 

been used to create a ―comfort station‖ to 

help insure that every participant is well 

cared for. A medical center has been con-

structed but is hardly needed, and an arts 

area is available to make signs and even 

shirts. A central information desk pro-

vides the Occupied Wall St Journal, fly-

ers, and handouts to anyone interested. A 

―library‖ consisting of totes of books 

provides history on societies, economics, 

and government to ensure a well in-

formed public.  

   Cont. page 3  

 

Another Day on Wall Street  

  The Crier 

Sign showing the upsettingly accurate reality of the conflicts on Wall Street 

and other protests across the country. One wonders why the police do not 

have loyalty to dutiful tax payers instead of tax dodgers.– Sebastian Swanton 



Kevin Johnson:  They seem to be a 

bunch of recent, unemployed college 

graduates who are standing around 

doing nothing. They are complaining 

about stuff that has nothing to do with 

them.  

Brian Stamp: They are all   

aimless youth who want to 

cause problems. They are just 

there to get girls and smoke 

weed.  

Matt Ingraham:  The protesters have a 

good agenda but they aren’t organized 

enough to fulfill it.  

Student Spin: Occupy Wall Street 
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Quoqing Dennehy: They are  wasting 

their time. They need to get an educa-

tion and find a job.  

By Rashelle Herrick 

 For many years October has 

been recognized as Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month. During this past 

month, many students have shown 

their support for this cause by wearing 

pink, or perhaps just enjoying the 

―everything pink‖ discount the College 

Store. It could be because you know 

someone who has suffered with or died 

from Breast Cancer. It may also be that 

you just like any excuse to wear pink 

and enjoy saving money. This year, 

CCC students were not only able to 

recognize October for Breast Cancer 

Awareness, but for Domestic Violence 

awareness as well.  

 According to the National 

Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 

October 1987 was the first official Do-

mestic Violence awareness month. It 

sprang from the first Day of Unity, 

created six years earlier by the 

NCADV. After first becoming a spe-

cial week, the colorful month of Octo-

ber became its month-long home. 

 October 24 – 28 was Domestic 

Violence Awareness week at CCC. 

The Commons building came alive 

with a brightly colored clothesline of 

shirts decorated with various messages. 

Many students rolled up their sleeves 

and put their mark… err… paint on a 

shirt. With one voice, these students 

said that they firmly stood against do-

mestic violence and were not going to 

be quiet about it. 

 The messages painted on each 

of the shirts varied. Simple statements 

such as ―Domestic Violence is gar-

bage. Throw it away!!!‖ and ―Love 

should Not Hurt‖ hung beside ―Child 

abuse is a shadow the length of a life-

time.‖ And ―2 to 6 years doesn’t end 
my pain‖. The message was clear; 

CCC students have ―No use for Do-

mestic Abuse!‖ 

 

Breaking the Silence 

About the Pink and Purple 



By Yasmin L. Shariff 

 The International/Foreign 

Language Club is a socially open, 

free (monetarily), and intellectually 

fascinating club that any CCC stu-

dent may join.  The Club meets 

every Thursday from 12:30 to 1:30 

in the Library basement in room L-

103. International speakers, literacy 

volunteerism, trips to NYC and 

Quebec as well as delicious inter-

national snacks are all highlights of 

being in this fantastic club. 

 A recent joiner of our club 

and CCC student, Medard Bigiri-

mani, spoke to us about his country 

of Burundi.  

 Medard moved here last 

semester after living for 11 months 

in New York City. The 26-year-old 

actually attended two years of engi-

neering school in his homeland. He 

is a fascinating person and speaks 

four languages: Swahili, Kirundi, 

French, and English. The official 

languages of the Republic of Bu-

rundi are Swahili, Kirundi and 

French. 

 In his speech, Medard edu-

cated us quite a bit about the Re-

public of Burundi.  This landlocked 

country in the Great Lakes Region 

of Eastern Africa borders Rwanda, 

Tanzania and the Congo. Like 

Rwanda, Burundi had a long run-

ning civil war between the Hutus 

and the Tutsis, going on for 13 

years and killing an estimated 

300,000 people. (AllAfrica.Com) 

Medard’s father was killed in this 

war when Medard was just 17 

years old. Today’s Burundi is gov-

erned by a presidential representa-

tive in a democratic republic and 

the violence seems to have greatly 

lessened, though not completely.  

As of 2005, the president of Bu-

rundi has been Pierre Nkruniziza, 

once the leader of the Hutu rebel 

group (AllAfrica.Com). Although 

Burundi is one of the top-ten poorest 

countries on the planet, it is culturally 

rich. The arts, crafts, and especially the 

world-famous drumming, are all im-

portant parts of the culture. Burundi 

also has a national football team, 

known as soccer to you and I, called 

Les Hirondelles (The Swallows). 

 Our new colleague and friend 

Medard is an exceptional person who 

has come a long way to be here. In 

fact, at first Medard didn’t know Corn-

ing Community College wasn’t in New 

York City and then later he took a bus 

to Rochester only to find out he still 

had a long ways to go to get here! But 

it is definitely no mistake that we wel-

come him to our campus! So if you see 

him around, stop and say ―hi‖ to Me-

dard who has traveled incredibly far to 

be here. Attending our next Interna-

tional Languages Club meeting is an-

other great way to meet Medard, and 

many other interesting people as well.  

ety has placed on what is considered 

beautiful. Although the signs were 

taken down due to the fact that all 

notices must receive approval from 

Student Life, the message didn’t fail 

to get out. Now the message has 

moved to bathroom mirrors in the la-

dies’ rooms. They warn girls that 

―The image they will see has been 

distorted due to societal pressures.‖ 

 This is an important message 

today in a country where around 8 

million people suffer from an eating 

disorder. The number of products on 

the market that are sold to reach 

―perfection‖ is astonishing and repul-

sive. ―Operation Beauty‖ is on the 

right track promoting a positive self-

image for the people in our college.   

By Zoe Swanton 

 Recently on campus student 

voices have become louder than ever. 

Most of us have noticed the notes 

concerning the smoking ban on the 

windowsill in the basement and now 

the T-shirts expressing pain caused 

from sexual violence which hang in 

the commons. It is, of course, one of 

the wonderful things someone can 

experience at a community college —   

the opportunity to hear so many dif-

ferent opinions and views from a di-

verse student body. In the past week 

―Operation Beauty‖ has arrived on 

campus, and hopefully it will make an 

impression. It began with hand-

written notices put on some of the 

notice boards on campus. These urged 

women to realize the restrictions soci-

Welcoming Our New Friend from Burundi 

Taking Back Beauty 
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Medard Bigirimani  



By Caitlin Woodruff 

 Colleges may be more inter-

ested in your income than your GPA, 

according to a national survey of ad-

missions directors release by Inside 

Higher Ed. The study, released early 

this September, revealed a new trend 

in recruitment strategies focused on 

admitting students who need no fi-

nancial aid. Half of research univer-

sities and a third of four-year col-

leges listed this as their top priority. 

Ten percent of four-year schools 

even admitted to accepting students 

who could pay full price regardless 

of their lower grades, SAT scores, 

and other measures of academic po-

tential. Luckily, most community 

colleges were still claiming accessi-

bility to financial aid and equal edu-

cation as their primary goal.  

 Unfortunately, the sector 

most willing to provide us with an 

education is the least able to do so. 

Cuts in state spending have affected 

all tiers of higher education, from 

community colleges to doctorate uni-

versities. Most kinds of establish-

ments are able to keep up with cuts 

by compensating for them with 

raised tuitions. In the case of com-

munity colleges, these cuts are hap-

pening at a faster rate than they are 

willing to raise prices. 

 The resources community 

college campuses can distribute to-

ward each student are far less than 

those in any other sector. In fact, it is 

the only sector experiencing a de-

crease in spending per student. Con-

trarily, in the past ten years, the na-

tional average of private research 

university spending per student has 

increased by $7500, up to 

$36,000 per student. Pair the halt 

on government spending with 

amplified enrollment rates, and 

there is simply less money to go 

around. Ultimately, these condi-

tions have collided to make the 

education you will receive at a 

community college less valuable. 

 The root of the problem is 

government legislation to de-

crease aid to higher education. 

These cuts place pressure on insti-

tutions to generate more inde-

pendent revenue, leading to 

higher tuitions and unethical re-

cruitment strategies which make it 

difficult for a high school gradu-

ate or transfer student from a low 

income household to better their 

situation with a realistically valu-

able education. The weakened 

economy is the driving force be-

hind these cuts, but solutions like 

these are short-sighted and have 

the detrimental consequence of 

keeping the lower class low. The 

results are counter-intuitive to the 

intentions.  

 In our deteriorating eco-

nomic landscape, people want to 

hold on to the belief that upward 

mobility is possible and that edu-

cation is the vehicle to that end. 

Regrettably, these trends in ad-

missions and academic spending 

favor the rich, making it difficult 

to grasp that opportunity. The 

distribution of wealth in America 

is already alarmingly dispropor-

tionate, and these practices in the 

field of education are only going 

to deepen that schism.  

 

Education Inequity 
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Another Day on Wall Street  
Cont. from page. 1 

 General Assemblies meet every 

morning and are followed shortly by a 

march, such as the one across the Brook-

lyn Bridge that resulted in hundreds of 

arrests. The rest of the day consists mostly 

of protests, peaking in the late evening. 

 While the majority of those occu-

pying the park round the clock are unem-

ployed youth, many professionals are de-

voting time before and after work to sup-

port the cause. City employees can be 

seen in suits with signs just minutes be-

fore clocking in, and many other profes-

sionals arrive in the evenings. Dr. Robert 

Redondo can be found with his sign read-

ing ―My patients are dying to meet you‖ 

and p.s. - he is a shrink. He says he is 

there to take profiteering out of commu-

nity healthcare. While people across the 

country are dying because they cannot 

afford their medications, he said, ―The 

CEO of Pfizer [Pharmaceuticals] took 

home $13 million last year.‖  

  As the night winds down, tourists 

begin to withdraw, professionals begin to 

vacate and those who stay prepare their 

―beds‖. The occasional scent of marijuana 

floats through the air with no comments 

from the police, although they congregate 

every few feet and patrol towers are con-

structed at either end of the park. A few 

concerned individuals stay up most of the 

night to ensure that everyone is provided a 

warm place to sleep, and others stay up 

discussing the events of the day and their 

own individual thoughts on the recession, 

government policies, the war on terrorism, 

and much more.  

 Although many media outlets 

have described the demonstrators as un-

educated, unorganized liberals looking for 

a handout, most are well versed and strive 

to portray the group in the best possible 

light. They are compassionate, looking 

out for the welfare of others, and struc-

tured without dictating a leader. They are 

the 99%, and they are everywhere.  

Note from the Editor: Many wonder whether groups like OWS are serving 

to create a lack of empathy directed from the poor to the rich. Before you 

say that this is a bad thing out of hand, consider the ramifications of the 

article above. 

Sebastian Swanton 
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Spencer Crest Nature Center Commencement Ceremony 

Left to right: Donald Creath, CCC Regional Board of Trustees, Dr. Kate Douglas, 

Dick Pope of the Nature Center's Advisory Board  

By Sebastian Swanton 

Despite the surprisingly snowy 

weather last Thursday, many peo-

ple attended the SCNC commence-

ment ceremony on Oct. 27th. This 

ceremony marked the celebration 

of two events: the union of CCC 

and SCNC, and the finishing of the 

SCNC sensitivity trail. Prior to the 

ribbon cutting ceremony, people 

gathered inside the center and chat-

ted with each other about how im-

portant nature centers are. The Art 

and Noah Blues Band set the tone 

of the event with a rousing set of 

folk songs.  

 The uniting of SCNC and 

CCC was a collaborative effort on 

a grass-roots level, started more 

than fifty years ago by CCC biol-

ogy professors John Brennon and 

Jack Wills, and was funded 

through generous donations from 

many sources including the Rock-

well family and the Spencer Rotary 

Club. The SCNC sensitivity trail  

is a wheelchair-accessible trail 

which passes a fossil garden, two 

picnic areas, a healing garden and 

the Rockwell Pavilion.  It has been 

constructed over the years by vol-

unteers from the community, the 

Eagle Scouts of America, and CCC 

students. 

.  The ribbon cutting for the 

nature center itself was performed 

by Dr. Katherine Douglas, and the 

ribbon cutting for the trail (which 

was in fact a vine instead of a rib-

bon, part of which will be placed 

in the time capsule set to be buried 

on Monday, Oct.31st) was per-

formed by Sean Haefner and Jacob 

Esty, a pair of scouts who have 

been involved in Eagle Scout pro-

jects with SCNC.  

 CCC students already have a 

far richer experience available to 

them than most at community col-

leges, and we now have a nature pre-

serve with an attached nature center, 

in addition to our health center, ob-

servatory and planetarium.  

 Due to the unexpected 

weather on Thursday, burial of the 

time capsule (donated by the Corning 

Rotary Club) was delayed until Mon-

day, Oct 31st. It is filled with all 

sorts of items and information from 

around the preserve. It will be an 

exciting day when it is opened! 

 Spencer Crest Nature Pre-

serve has long been my favorite 

place up at CCC,. From Amelia Pond 

to the seven miles of trails with many 

small areas of comfort set up by un-

named people, it is a place of privacy 

and solace, and rather a good place 

to study for an exam between 

classes.  

 Nature centers like this one 

are an important part of communities 

In a world that seems ever more ur-

banized, the ability to go out and ex-

perience the wonder and serenity of 

nature is invaluable. 

 Visit Spencercrest.org for 

more information about this fantastic 

community resource. 

 

 



By Paolo Cremidis 

One thousand , five hundred. 

That is the number of cities protest-

ing in solidarity with the Occupy 

Wall Street (OWS) movement. 

 Those who oppose OWS, calling it 

anti-capitalist and unpatriotic, are 

disconnected from what is happen-

ing. Why is it so wrong for people to 

think that the unemployed deserve 

help? Why is it wrong to think that 

having our tax dollars given to the 

top 1% as tax cuts is not only ethi-

cally wrong but also fiscally irre-

sponsible? After the deregulation of 

Wall Street in the 1980s, the recent 

crashes became inevitable. When 

Ronald Reagan enacted deregulation 

of the Banking industry by signing 

the Garn-St. Germain Depository 

Institutions Act., he thought that a 

jackpot of job creation and prosperity 

were bound to follow. However, 

when the banks were allowed to set 

their own interest rates and trade 

debt, this led to the Savings and 

Loan crisis of the 1980s. 

So the problem is not over-

regulation, but rather the lack of 

regulation. We set rules like the 

Glass-Steagall Act, which separates 

lending and investment entities so 

that these crises would not happen. 

But when you have the chairman of 

the Fed during the Bush administra-

tion (Alan Greenspan) not even ac-

knowledge that there was a housing 

bubble, it proves that economically 

there is a large disconnect between 

what our economic situation is and 

what the GOP wants it to be. 

We must not be made scape-

goats by these Koch Brother-funded 

conservatives who cannot even see 

through their own vitriol. The Koch 

Brothers contributed 12 million dol-

lars to FreedomWorks, the parent 

group under which the Tea Party was 

formed, and 50 million to anti-

regulation lobbyists. These million-

aires are the 1% who are trying to 

destroy regulation in the name of 

profit. The American people –  the 

real majority –  are tired of the criti-

cism that is being leveled against the 

middle class. The political right and 

Wall Street have made us scapegoats. 

The student, the teacher, the 

worker – we are not the ones to be 

blamed for our economic peril. How-

ever, we did allow  the party that 

represents the 1%, and only works for 

the 1%, deregulate our economy in 

the name of profit for the rich. 

According to the Wall Street Jour-

nal in a recent poll, even 70% of mil-

lionaires support raising taxes on the 

rich and the OWS protest is receiving 

mainstream support. A recent Quin-

nipiac poll stated that 81% of De-

mocrats, and even a surprising 35% 

of Republicans, think the protest is a 

good idea. OWS is a movement 

which aims to bring about a change 

in the dialogue that no politician was 

willing to embrace. It is a return to 

the true political debate in our nation 

and away from the fear mongering 

and attacks on civil rights. When ig-

norance prevails and people are dis-

enfranchised something must be 

done. We must fight for the 99% in 

the halls of Congress, in the halls of 

Albany, and through protest in the 

street. The founding fathers dissented 

and so must we. When working fami-

lies clog the streets of our cities, then 

the decision makers in this nation 

will finally start to listen. OWS is just 

the beginning. 

The Die Hard Liberal 
Occupy Wall Street is  

Only the Beginning 
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By Eric Villegas 

 The Lady Red Barons’ soccer 

season is officially in the books with a 

record of 1-11-1 after their final game 

ended in a loss on October 18 against 

Broome. This marks the end of what 

is being described as a season of 

building due to a team with twelve 

freshmen and only five sophomores. 

Although the record may not show, 

the team experienced plenty of posi-

tives throughout the season.  

 The leading scorer on the 

team was freshman Nicole Sutryk, 

with 6 goals on the season who also 

led the Lady Red Barons in points. 

The top two players on the team in 

terms of assists were also freshmen as 

the Ayers sisters, Whitney and Re-

becca, combined for 7 for the season. 

 The defense had its share of 

struggles throughout the season as the 

young group tried to find the much-

needed chemistry on the field. When 

it came down to goal keeping, sopho-

more Bridget Sutryk and freshman 

Aja Gosper were the main keepers on 

the team with each posting a solid 

save percentage.  

 This season may be seen as a 

disappointment to some, but the 2nd-

year coaches know it can be tallied as 

a season of building and a season of 

learning. With so many players being 

new to the team, time was needed 

simply to get to know each other and 

gain experience in working with each 

other in game situations. Players and 

coaches both are already looking for-

ward to next year as all know how 

important another year together can 

be. This season may be at an end, but 

it marks only the beginning of what 

this team can do!  

 

Red Barons Finish a  

Season of Building 



By Dale Van Wormer 
 The recent craze of mass pro-
tests in New York City has spread 
across the country and even to other 
parts of the world. The protesters’ 
message is unclear and has led many 
people to question what exactly they 
want. Each person in this protest has 
a different opinion than the person 
standing next to him regarding the 
purpose. The conflicting signs that 
many people in the crowds hold up 
provide an absolutely hysterical spec-
tacle. What can be gathered from all 
this is that they, the protestors, want a 
radical redistribution of wealth, 
though some have called for outright 
rebellion. What they seem to want is 
to take what you earned, what you 
labored over, and give it to those who 
did not earn it and did not work for it. 
But how do you go about doing this 
Robin Hood-like ―steal from the rich, 
give to the poor‖ type of operation?  
 Most have pointed to em-
powering their beloved government 
to tax the hell out of the top few 
wealthiest Americans who apparently 
do not deserve the wealth they have 
earned. These people overlook the 
fact that the top 10% pay out 40% of 
the tax burden in America and that 
almost half of all Americans do not 
pay any federal income tax at all. It 
seems that a certain segment of 
Americans are not pulling their 
weight and that somehow taxing the 
corporations will magically create 
jobs, lower consumer costs, and cre-
ate a fair environment to the person 
―trying‖ to get a job.  
 Despi te  this  be ing a 
―grassroots‖, ―apolitical‖ movement, 
there is an overwhelming sentiment 
that the current regime (Obama Ad-
ministration) and other top Democrat 
leaders are somehow on their side. 
Nancy Pelosi said ―God bless them, 
for their spontaneity. It's independ-
ent ... it's young, it's spontaneous, and 
it's focused. And it's going to be ef-
fective." Obama made similar com-
ments. Yet what the protestors and 

robot liberals do not understand or 
choose not to —  is that 1/3 of all 
Obama campaign contributions in 
2008 came from Wall Street. Simi-
larly, Nancy Pelosi is a multi-
millionaire who embodies the life-
style that these protestors despise.   
 Nancy Pelosi did not com-
ment on all the lawlessness the pro-
testors exhibited and continue to 
exhibit. Approximately 700 protes-
tors were arrested in the first week 
alone. The crimes include, but are 
not limited to, assaulting police offi-
cers, public lewdness, theft, littering, 
vandalism —  destruction of private 
property and government property. 
A few examples include a squatting 
against a police vehicle and subse-
quently defecating down it. Other 
reports have Occupy protestors en-
tering small shops along and near 
Wall Street, using their bathrooms, 
and then smashing said bathroom. 
An astonishing segment from none 
other than The Daily Show with Jon 
Stewart showed Samantha Bee inter-
viewing small business owners tell-
ing her that some protestors had 
even smeared feces along the walls 
of their bathrooms. But those at the 
counterpart protests in Europe are 
the ones who do it right – specifi-
cally the Greeks; an AP photo shows 
an Athenian riot policeman on fire 
after being hit by a petrol bomb.  
 You never saw the Tea Par-

tiers doing anything this radical…

yet Nancy Pelosi accused them of 

being "un-American" and of being 

people who were "carrying swasti-

kas" in 2009. These protests would 

be far more legitimate and under-

standable if they knew who they 

should be mad at, who is really re-

sponsible, and if they realized that 

their beloved executive-in-chief was 

in bed with big business. They 

should be protesting at 1600 Penn-

sylvania Avenue to let him know 

how they feel. It’s time for an oc-

cupy Washington. Madness contin-

ues to prevail, however, and it will not 

end until people wake up and start to 

make their own decisions. Sadly, most 

of them are just over-educated idiots 

The Other Side 
Organize Wall Street 
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Penny’s Pet Peeves 
By Penny Kelley 

 Okay people, there has been 

much debate going around the campus 

about the smoking ban, and I am go-

ing to add my two cents.  A recent 

stint in the hospital has made me give 

up regular cigarettes.  I now smoke 

the electronic cigarettes, and I am 

pissed that the campus has banned 

even the E-cigarette.   These ciga-

rettes are harmless because they have 

water vapor instead of smoke and 

they give me the nicotine that I crave.  

Even my doctor said they weren’t 

harmful to me or the people around 

me.  I heard a rumor that the college 

didn’t go smoke-free because of a 

concern for people’s health.  I heard 

that our old President did it to make 

the campus eligible for more govern-

ment grants.  So I ,for one, am pissed 

with this smoke-free campus because 

of the reason why we are and which 

seems unrelated to concerns for our 

health.  I do understand the non-

smokers’ side of the situation — put-

ting the smoking area right out front 

of the walkways was not the brightest 

thing to do.  I just would like to 

smoke or not smoke as I see fit and 

not have it thrust upon me with no 

discussion whatsoever.  I spend all 

day up here and going that long with-

out a nicotine fix makes me grumpy. 

 I would love to hear people’s 

opinion on the subject because it is a 

very touchy subject and what better 

place to air your grievances than in 

the college newspaper?  Contact me 

and let your opinion be heard at pkel-

ley@corning-cc.edu  
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So, What’s in a Name? 

 As many of you have noticed and commented upon, the name Crier was changed to The Baron for the first issue 

this year.  The reason for the change was to signal a determination to continue to improve the relevance of the paper for 

the College community.  The Crier’s mission to reflect and discuss what’s happening on campus, in the local area, and 

on the national and international arenas is one which we wish to build upon, and we considered a name change a good 

way to signal this growth.    

M. Hannan-Mandel, Faculty Advisor 

Have an opinion? 
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