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Cuomo 'sBudget Shijts Burden to Students 

by Eva Papp 

Despite Governor Cuomo's stated 
support for education, the newly 
released budget from Albany represents 
aterrible blow to SUNY students. The 
Governor's response to SUNY's 1.35 
billion dollar budget request, a budget 
which reflects a 12.4 percent increase 
over the current year, was to leave the 
SUNY system with a 52 million dollar 
deficit. 

The screaming headlines which 
roused campuses across New York as a 

result of the 1983-4 budget will be hard 
to find this year. This is not because the 
1984-5 budget is less stringent, but 
rather because of how the cuts are being 
made. As opposed to last year's budget 
which threatened Purchase with the loss 
of between 18 and 34 faculty, and 72.5 
non-faculty positions to make up for the 
deficit, this year's budget holds no such 
staffing threat. 

Cuomo hopes to generate the 52 
million dollars by several major 
structural changes in the budget. Part of 
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General Education Committee 

Establishes Guidelines 

by Eva Papp 

On January 23 the newly formed 
General Education Committee met to 
begin implementation of Purchase's 
new academic requirements of a core 
curriculum and expanded distribution. 
The proposal for the core curriculum 
and distribution was passed by the 
E.P.C.last semester, and is scheduled to 
become effective in the fall of 84 ~ 

The proposal states that students will 
be required to take a core curriculum 
consisting of two semesters of 
Freshman studies, a course bridging the 
Arts and Letters & Sciences, and a 
senior "exit" course. In addition, the 
distribution requirement will be 
doubled to include two courses from 
each L&S division instead of the current 
one course. 

Although the second of the two 
distribution courses can be freely 
chosen by the student, there is a 
restriction on the first course, namely 
that it must be selected from a group of 
courses specified by the divisions. By 
adding this restriction, the faculty hopes 
to ensure that students receive a more 
comprehensive exposure to the various 
disciplines. It was the goal of the 
General Education Committee to try 
and embody this philosophy behind a 
distribution in a set of criteria, to which 

Alfred Hunt, Chairperson of the G.E. C. SPECIAL REPORT!
the divisions would then be able to refer 
when selecting their courses. "We're 
passing the theoretical framework" 
pointed out Al Hunt, chairperson of the 
committee "and they're (the divisions) 
going to react to that framework." 

The General Education Committee 

his plan to offset this deficit is to seek a 
greater contribution from the students. 
'In its '84-'85 budget request, SUNY 
proposed a funding formula in which 
the state provided 36.9%, the students 
31.1 %, and the sponsors 32% of the Net 
Operating Budget. Cuomo's revised 
funding formula for SUNY has the state 
picking up 31.7% of the Net Operating 
Budget, while students would pay 
36.3% with the sponsor remaining at 
32%. The increased student outlay is 
reflected in several cost increases. . 
, Dormitory rent has been raised $150 

per year for the fifth straight year to 
$1,555.00, an increase which will 
generate $10 million. The idea behind 
the rent increase is to make the 
dormitories self-sufficient. But t•.. 

J 
IIIaccording to SASU (the Student 

Association of the State University of 
aNew York) the increase of dorm rent to 
~ 
III$1,555.00 raises the cost to $25.00 above 

:II:
self-sufficiency. The Governor claims 

.c ~ the cost to be $90.00 below. 
A t~ition increas~ is also in the works. Grebsteih awaits budf{et pronouncement 

For m-state reSidents this means ----------::.......----- 
$200.00. Along with last year's $300.00 place in priority of funding. Cuomo has 
increase, this represents a 47 percent rec<;>mmended the elimination of 
increase in two years from $1,050 to?usmess and technical course aid, and 
$1,550. Out of state tuition is being 
increased to $500.00 and comes on the 
heels of a $900.00 i~crease last year. 

In addition to dorm rent and tuition 
increases, the Governor has proposed 
that $775,000 be raised through 
unnamed fees. What this means is that 
services once provided for free of charge 
will now incur some type of fee. Exactly 
how these fees will be instituted has not 
been specified as of yet. 

There also seems to be a shift taking 

(G.E.C.), was composed of faculty and 
students from each of the Letters & 
Sciences divisions, as well as Ted Gross, 
Dean of Letters & Sciences. There was 
also a faculty representative from each 
of the Art departments. The mission of 
the committee was to establish general 
guidelines as to what should be included 
in a course so as to render it consistent 
with the idea of a distribution. The idea 
was not to create new courses to meet 
the guidelines, but rather, as Dean Hunt 
suggested, "to address the courses we ' 
now have in a certain way." 

Along with fleshing out the 
philosophy behind the distribution, the 
committee tackled the notion of 
proficiencies, and what basic skills 
should be expected of Purchase 
students upon entrance to the college. 
Representatives of the language, math 
and writing departments were present 

t to suggest minimum levels of 
e competency in these areas. 
; There was some controversy over the 
rh question of whether or not proficiencies 
.! should be included as part of theJ distribution. The math dept. 

Sa 

mstead has proposed 1 million for high 
tech. programs. He has allocated 37 
pos.ition,s to SUNY Central for 
engmeenng programs, and 400,000 to 
SUNY New :altz. for the development 
of an ~ngIneen~g pr?gram. The 
Governor s emphaSIS on high-tech is not 
in the favor of liberal art schools such as 
Purchase. . 

Along With the added financial 
demands placed on the students, new 

See Budget, page 4 

maintained that a certain level of math 
proficiency should be prerequisite to 
college work, and that courses taken to 
achieve this level should not be allowed 
to satisfy part of the distribution. 

The need for an increased emphasis 
on writing skills was also addressed. 
Unlike the math department, those who 
advocated an increase in writing sought 
to infuse this requirement throughout 
the whole system. To achieve this, it was 
suggested that the first distribution 
course mounted by the divisions should 
have it deliberate writing component to 
it. A student's writing skills would then 
continue to be monitored through 
her/ his four years at Purchase by a 
system of checkpoints, yet to be worked 
out. 

The question of a language 
proficiency was also introduced and 
discussed . The language department, 
represented by Gari Laguardia, felt that 
students should be expected to meet a 
minimum of one year's proficiency in a 
language, This ability would be tested 
by an examination to be administered 

See Committee, page 4 

The Load in Nicaragua 
. . See Page Nine 
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Therapeutic 

Recreation 

Workshops 


Therapeutic recreation activities for 
special popUlations will be the focus ofa 
day of workshops and demonstrations 
presented by Long Island University's 
Westchester Campus on Saturday, 
December 10. Hands-on morning 
workshops will be conducted in Music 
Therapy, Puppetry, Folk Dancing, and 
Horticulture by therapists from the 
South-East Westchester Consortium 
for Special Services. Adapted Athletic 
Events, including Wheelchair Sports 
for the disabled, will be presented in the 
afternoon. 

The University, which introduced the 
first master's degree in Adapted 
P.E./Theraputic Recreation in 
Westchester this Fall, is presenting the 
day to demonstrate the benefits of this 
type of therapy for all age groups and a ' 
wide variety of developmental needs. It 
should be of interest to any individuals 
who work-or plan to work- with 
emotionally, mentally, or physically 
handicapped populations. 

The program will take place in the 
gymnasium of Mercy College in Dobbs 
Ferry, home of LlU's Westchester 
Campus. The registration fee of $20 
($25 at the door) includes lunch. 
Further information and registration 
instructions may be obtained by calling 
Prof. Jean Campbell, LlU's program 
coordinator, at 914-693-4500, ext. 334 
or 914-381-4200. 

Lecture on the ' 
A esthetic Mode 
of Consciousness 

Do artists experience the world 
differently from non-artists? The 
Aesthetic Mode of Consciousness, a 
lecture by Dr. Sybil Barten. Associate 

. Professor of Psychology at SUNY 
Purchase, will be presented at the 
College on Thursday, February 16. Dr., 
Barten's talk will begin at 8:00 pm in the 
Social Sciences Building Auditorium, 
Room 1001. 

The Letters and Science: Creativity 
Lecture Series presents lectures by 
SUNY Purchase professors in the 
humanities, natural sciences, and social 
sciences on topics ranging from 
archeology to psychotherapy. The next 
lecture in the series will be Computers 
and Creativity by Joel Tenenbaum, 
Associate Professore of Physics, on 
March I. For further information about 
the series, call the Office of Letters and 
Science, SUNY Purchase, 914-253
5135. 

Richard W ollheim, Professor of 
Philosophy at Columbia University and 
Grote Professor of Mind and Logic at 
University CoUege, London since 1963, 
will lecture on···PiUnting As an Art on 
Tuesday, Febuary 14 in the Theatre 
Gallery of the Neuberger Museum at 
8:30 pm. Professor Wollheim, who 
teaches at Columbia every spring 
semester, works in both philosophy or 
.	art and in psychoanalytic tradition. His 
books include Art and Its Objects, F.B. 
Bradley, A Family Romance (which is a 
novel), Freud, and On Art and the 
Mind. He is a fellow of the British 
Academy. His presence on the Purchase 
campus marks the first in a series of 
visits by distinguished philosophers 
scheduled throughout 1984. 

The Philosophy Lecture Series is a 
gift to the Purchase community by 
James A. Greenwood. Mr. Greenwood, 

Workshop on 
_Eating Disorders 

A Workshop/ Support Group for 
women who suffer from eating 
disorders, anorexia nervosa and 
bulimia, has been organized at Iona 
College. This new program is co
sponsored by Westchester Department 
of Community Mental Health and 
reduced fees are available. Ifyou would 
like to enroll or know of any women 
who would benefit from this workshop, 
please contact Lorraine Landau 914
576-3570 and/ or John Hughes 914-636
2100, ext. 336 for complete details. 

Get the: Competitive 
Edge 

Low Cost L.S.A. T. 
preparation course by experienced attorneys 
(space still available in the 32 hr., two-weekend, 
course which begins Feb. 18th). 

For information or · brochure: Please contact 
.RichardE. Flamm, Esq. at (212) 221-6050. 

2 '!be Load. February 

a retired businessman, began attending 
classes at the college about four years 
ago. Sin.ce that time, he has completed 
all of the requirements for a philosophy 
~jor, although he is not a degree 
candidate and attends courses under the 
provisions extended to senior citizens. I 

In addition to courses in Philosophy, he 
has taken other courses in Humanities · 
and iii the Music Division. As a gesture 
of appreciation for the philosophic I 

education which he has enjoyed here, he 
is sponsoring the four-lecture series 
which will be initiated by Professor 
Wo~lheim. Other lecturers include: 
Stanley Cavell (March 29), Arthur . 
Danto (Oct 9), and_Hilary Putnam(Nov 
8). 

Arrangements for the series have 
been made by the Humanities Division 
and auxilIiary support has been granted 
by the Purchase College Association. 

BAHAMAS 

SPRING BREAK 


from $345 
Includes Round Trip Air, Trensfer, Seven Nights Accom· 
modetion. Welcome Rum Swizzle, One Hour Rum Swizzle 
Party. Canvas Trave! Bag, Three Hour Cruise w{fwo Hour 
Unlimited Rum Punch. Beach Party w/Lunch, All Taxes. 

NO HIDDEN CHARG'ES 

FORT LAUDERDALE 

SPRING BREAK 


from $135 
Includes seven nights at prime location, welcome party 
w/free beer. complimentary travel bag. 

AMTRAK only $155 
AIR ONLY $198 

COLLEGE REP. NEEDED - EARN FREE TRIP 

GREENWICH TRAVEL CENTER 

,1-800-243-3858 


CRIME 

BEAT 


by John Goolrick 

Five fires broke out on the morning 
of January fourth between 4:30 and 6:00 
am in dumpsters by the gym, the V A 
and music buildings, Campus Center 
.North and the basement of the Library. 
There was no damage, but the library 
filled with smoke before flames could be 
extinguished by security patrolmen. 
Although there are no suspects. 
Security Director Mark Albrecht said 
the gates of the campus were closed all 
night and "It was no ~ident.~ 

Both the Convenience Store and 
Cfimpus Center North were broken into 

during the Holidays and more than 

$450 worth of candy, cigarettes and 

food was stolen. The store was robbed 

January 18; and CCN, three days later. 

Security said both entries were forced, 


. but as yet they have no suspects as the . 

robberies occured unobserved during 

the night. 

An extensive water main break 
forced the closing of the Visual Arts 
building on January 24 as furnace 
repairstook place and the basement was 
cleared of water. 

A student returning from break 
reported his stereo missing from his E. 
Wing dormitory room. The student 
claimed his room was locked, but 
security pointed out that there was no 
sign of forced entry, and that doors are 
secured by a dead bolt when properly 
locked. 



Students Take Rights Seriously 

by Noa~ Kaufman 

The Voter Registration Coalition has 
been furthering the cause of student 
power by helping another 302 people to . 
register to vote during the past first 
week of school. This was the first voter 
registration drive conducted since the 
Federal Court of New York ordered the 
County Board of Elections to stop 
discriminating against students. 

As the voter registration Coalition 
entered its second semester ofexistence, 
it expanded considerably. A strong 
contingent of Student Senators, aided 
by the Student Union and two 
interested by-standers, worked many 
hours- staffing tables in the Dinning 
Hall, CCN, the Mailroom and 
Humanities · building. There, the 
volunteers helped fellow students to 
correctly complete the registration 
forms. 

Although the law entitles all citizens 
18 years or older to vote, it is also the 
law that a registration application form 
be submitted to the local authorities and 
then accepted by them before the right 
to vote can be exercised. It is also the 
law that a new form be submitted each 
and every time a citizen moves, even if 
that person moves down the hall, 
around the corner, or across the street. 

It is apparent that the student voter 
bloc is growing in numbers and in 
awareness. It is the responsibility of 
each member of the community to 
insure that student interests are 
addressed. It is possible that there will 
be internships created for work in the 
voter registration coalition, and that a 
system will be devised to register all 
incoming students who wish to apply as ' 
they come in. 

Other developments in SUNY 
Purchase Internal and External 
affairs.. .Intense negotiations between 
Student Senate Association President 

by Neal Rosenstein 
Did you know that many parts of a 

Pine tree are edible? Sure you did, but 
did you also know that your present 
Student Senate Constitution has no 
clause which bans discrimination on the 
basis of race, or sex, lifestyle, and 
religion for that matter; Well 
unfortunately it's true, and this is only 
one shortcoming which has prompted 
the current Senate into a re-

Register To Vote 

In Our 


College Community . 
You must register . .. * 

before you can vote! 

To register. go to your Senate office. eCN. 

John Williams and Harrison Town 
Clerk, Mr. Joe Fiore 
have been underway regarding the 
establishment of a polling booth station 
here on campus. 

Supposedly, the town has already 
allocated funds · for district polling 
stations for the Aprilthird democratic 
Primary and the November election. 

According to Mr. Williams, Mr. 
Fiore can not possibly move the polling 
machine from the Community House 
on Purchase Street to one of our 
Campus Buildings. 

Whether the polls are here on campus 
or a mile away in the community 
House, classes will be in session, and 
plans are being made to facilitate large 
student voter turn-outs ... 
, ' On Feb 10-12 several upper and lower 
division students will be attendin~ the 

New Column on Foreign and DODlestic 

News Seeks . Contributors 


by Jesse Mentken 
The next issue of The Load, 

publication date February 21, will 
premiere a new section devoted to 
foreign and domestic news. This section 
will attempt to provide coverage of 
important events not necessarily 
confined to the campus. I am hoping to 
have articles running the gamut of 
political thought. One possibility is a 
guest faculty column where professors 
can present their views of the news. 
There can be a monthly student poll 
which can serve as a campus baramoter 
of political leanings. A Prol Con debate 
section where two opposing views are 
presented (eg. Pro United States in 
Lebanon versus Con United States in 
Lebanon) is also feasible: 

I am planning a meeting to hear 
suggestions about the section and to 
give further details. The time and date 
of the meeting will be announced. In the 
first few issues of The Load, the current 

events section will be one or two pages 
long, depending on the material I 
receive. If the material keeps coming in 
then the section will be expanded. 

As students we exist both on campus 
and in the larger world. Nuclear arms, 
United States foreign policy and draft 
registration are not issues hidden. 
outside the brick walls. They are issues 
which have direct and explicit effects on 
ourselves and our environment. These 
effects are not always easy to forsee. 

What we have been lacking is a 
college perspective of the news. While at 
school we live in two worlds at once. 
There is the small and temporary 
college environment and the larger 
permanent world. Thus, we often make 
the mistake of seeing the two worlds as 
separate. This section will present the 
relations between the two worlds and 
show that they are not as separate as we' 
may think. 

Critiquing 

The Student Senate Constitution 


examinati~n of its governingdocument 
and its by-laws. It is most admirable 
that they are doing so. 

This is the first of a series of columns . 
which shall have as its topic a proposal ' 
for a specific new system ofstudent self- . 
governance here at Purchase. The , 
current Student Senate has received a 
proposal for a new constitution. If 
accepted, the question shall be put to a 

See Constitution page" 

National Student Conference on Voter 
Registration at Harvard University in 
Cambridge Mass. The conference is 
being organized by the student Public 
Interest Research Groups (PIRGs) and 
is endorsed by over 880 student 
government leaders and newspaper 
editors. The conference is expected to 
be very helpful for tbe planning of voter 
registration drives both on and' off 
campus, as there will be workshops and 
training in a variety of pertinent areas 
and discussions and forums on many of 
the nations most prominent issues. 

In some other developments, Suny 
College at Oneonta (S U CO) has 
followed Suny Purchase's lead and has 
served a preliminary injunction against 
the Otsego County Board of Elections. 
SUCO student senate president Eve 
Brown said that papers served against 

the Otsego County Election board in 
the New York Federal Court in 
Cooperstown,New York, were found in 
favor of the students in that college of 
six thousand. 

In . previous years, · the students of 
S U CO were denied their rights to vote 
in their community by a stringent and 
conservative interpretation of the voter 
code that had been used to deny 
Purchase students their voter rights. 
According to the SUCO student senate, 
over six hundred students participated 
in the voter registration drive that 
provided plan tiffs for the class action 
lawsuit in the county. 

White Plains N.Y 1Feb. 3rd., County 
Board of election officials expressed 
satisfaction that students at the Suny 
college at Purchase have · been taking 
their responsibilities as citizens of the 
county very seriously. This was 
evidenced today with the presentation 
of two hundred and fifty six voter 
registration applications to the board of 
elections. 

Commissioner Marion Oldi said she 
was very impressed with the efforts of 
the college students in exercising their , 
voter rights. Commissioner Oldi 
stressed, however, that students must 
turn out at the polls in order to have any 
say in their government. "I hope to see 

, all of these individuals at the district 
polling station on election day" said 
Mrs. Oldi as tbe registration 
applications were presented. 

Voter turn-out in the last November's 
election 'Was about twenty per cent. This 
might have been due to the last minute 

' acceptance of the student registration 
applications, only four days before the 
election., In a case heard in the federal 
court of New York, Federal Judge 
Carter issued a restraining order giving 
students the abilitv.to vote in the town 
of Harrison. The Democratic primaries 
will be held on the third of April of this 
year. 

'SUN DANCE 
SUN DAN'CE 

Natural Foods 

Restaurant 


* Teachers - Secretaries - Staff * 
Now Eligible For Student Discount! 

Hours 
Monday - Thursday ..... ~ ........... 12 - 9:30 

Friday ........................................ 12 - 7 


Sat. and Sun........... , ...................... 3 - 7 

Grill closes 8 p.~., Mon. - Thur., 6 p.m., Fri. 


Expanding Again With More Traditional Foods - Come & See 
. Baked Casseroles! 

..Quiches! 
Home Baked Goodies! 

In the gym overlooking the pool 

253 - 8060 

'!be Load, Febraary 7, 1984 S 
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The G.P.C. Presents-

A SADIE HAWKINS 
VALENTINES DAY MOTOWN 
HOLIDAY BASH 

ON: Saturday February 18th 

AT: 9:00 PM 

Building 

Come-on you Sadies 

don't let your 

L'il Abner down. 

i

Committee 
continued from page 1------

along with the current writing and math 
exa'ms which incoming freshman have ' 
to take. Again there was debate over the 
question of whether or not course work 
done to meet the proficiency would be 
credited to the distribution. Again, no 
conclusions were reached. 

Ted Gross, Dean of Letters & 
Sciences, also attended the meeting, and 
introduced the outline of a prospective 
course modeled after the "exit" course 
to be taken a student's senior year. The 
course was presented as a senior 
seminar on moral issues which would 
"engage the student in ethical problems 
of paramount significance: the pursuit 
of human values in contemporary 
societies; the threat of nuclear 
holocaust; freedom and authority in 
human nature and societies; racism in 
modem culture and aspects of violence 
in the comtemporary world." 

Budget continuedfrom page 1'--

initiatives in financial aid have been 
recommended. ·T.A.P. is being 
increased by $7.9 miIIion to subsidize 
the anticipated $200 tuition increase. 
E.O.P. stipends are being increased by 
$923.000 to allow funds for the $150 
room rent increase. A new 
Supplemental Student Loan Program is 
also being developed ,which would 
provide loans for students who have 
exhausted their federal maximum loan 
authorization of $10,000. These, plus a 
number of other financial aid programs 
have been proposed to mitigate the 
increased costs. 

Now that Cuomo has handed down 
his budget, there will be a period of 
lobbying in which SUNY schools will 
have the opportunity to try and get 
some of the $52 million dollar deficit · 
reinstated. Last year SASU organiz~d a 

. lobbying day in which approximately 
4000 students attended. Purchase was 
represented by a contingent of 150. 
SASU will again be organizing so 
students wiII have the opportunity to 
represent themsCIves and have their 
opinions heard. For updated 
information on the lobbying, contact 
the Student Senate. 

" 1he Load. FeImIary 7, l~ 

Also tossed about were ideas for the 
bridge course which is to provide an 
avenue of discourse between the Arts 
and Letters & Sciences. There was much 
discussion concerning the purpose of 
such a course, whether it was meant to 
introduce L&S students to the world of 
art, or to be a forum where themes that 
undercut both the arts and other fields 
could be discussed. Whatever direction 
it took, it was felt that the course should 
have lecture, discussion and hands-on 
components. 

The General Education Committee 
finally convened after a day of mostly 
theoretical discussion. The one concrete 
achievement that did surface at day's 
end was a definition of the goals that the 
initial distribution course should 
satisfy. These guidelines are presently 
being forwarded to the divisions for 
consideration. The next meeting of the 
General Education Committee on 
February 22 wilI examine the courses 
that the divisions present, to see if they 
meet the conditions laid out in the 
guidelines. And the saga continues. 

An Update on the G.P .C. 

. by Noah Kaufman 

When is a party not just a party? The 
answer, of course, is when that party is a 
GPC affair. And what makes the GPC 
(The General Programming 
Committee) so special? The GPC is 
special because it is the official 
entertainment programming wing of 
the students at SUNY at Purchase. 

Funded by students (through the 
Student Senate Association inc. activity 
fee), and run by students, the GPe is 

. ve'rystudent oriented. It was the GPC 
which sponsored, among other events, 
the cabaret and the Holiday party, and 
it will continue to provide quality events 
throughout the Spring semester. In the 
words of the acting chairperson Kirstin 
Smith, a three semester veteran of the 
GPC and a Junior in VA, the GPC tries 
to "provide social events that 'will help 
bring the students of different divisions 
together." 

The next social in the works is the St. 
Valentines day dance. This event is 
tentatively scheduled for Saturday 
Febrary 18, and a suitable space is being 
sought. Planning for this and the other 
activities for the semester is open to 

Constitution continued from page 3 

student vote for a ratification and 
implemCintation. It is an important 
matter with which all students should be 
concerned. 

The Fjlm Series, van runs to the city, 
The Load, the Student Union, The 
Alternative Clinic, as well as all of the 
clubs and organizations of the campu~ 
and many of its student services, are 
overseen and financially supported by 
the Senate. AU of these groups would 
stand to profit from a more democratic, 
and smoother running Senate structure. 

The need for a new constitution is 
clear. Besides the absence of equal 
rights protection for all students, the 
current document is lacking in many 
other areas. The Senate has outgrown 
many of its provisions, and many 
sections of the present document are 
hazy and/ or incomplete. These unclear 
rules and guidelines can disrupt an 
organization, or even lead to abuse. 
Hopefully, clearer guidelines which are 
presented in the newly proposed 
constitution will prevent energy and 
time consuming conflicts such as the 
early impeachment of last year's Senate 
President, and The Load/ Newspeak 
controversy this past fall semester. As 
students we should be fighting for 

student suggestions. "New ideas are 
always welcome," said Ms. Smith in an 
interview. "Our strength is in the 
diversity of our students." 

This is shown inthe production of the 
Sunday evening Coffeehouse which is 
set up under the stewardship of Max 
Vanderbeek. It is this type of quality 
entertainment that the GPC seeks to 
promote. 

"Although there are many events 
happening on campus," explained Ms. · 
Smith, "many of them don't allow the 
students to participate in the piannillJ 
stages. What we are trying to do is to 
promote a sense of unity, or at least 
attempt to end some of the divisiveness 
in the community." 

Ms. Smith said that a lack of 
communication among the various 
areas on campus was a major problem 
last semester, and that she hoped the 
Student Senate might take steps to 
alleviate this problem. 

Meetings of the GPC take place 
Wednesdays at noon, in the Conference 
Room of CCN, and are open to all 
members of.the community. 

ourselves, not amongst ourselves. A 
clearer constitution would prevent 
many of the conflicts which have arisen 
in recent times. 

In the coming issues of The Load I 
shall be presenting my ideas for such a 
constitution, a proposal which the 
Senate already has. My ideas and 
rationals to support my views for a new 
Student Senate Constitution. 

The Senate is an organization of the 
student body, and therefore your 
approval is needed to ratify and 
implement any changes from the 
present structure. I hope that if the 
current proposal is presented to you 
that you would do so. The ideas behind 
the new document are based on close to 
three years of close contact with the 
Senate. Hopefully they shall lead to 
improved services and representation 
for all students. Let the Senate know 
your ideas as well, or you might have to 
be living with someone else's during 
your tenure here. 

In the next issue, the legal limits ofa 
student government's power and a 
proposal for a new preamble to the 
constitution will be presented. 

Neal Rosenstein, a January Graduate 
and past Senat;'°P'tesident, has recently 
submitted a proposal for a new 
constituti~n to the Student Senate. 

PURCHASE 
LOBBY DAY IN A.LBANY 

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 21st 
Tuition up 5200.00 Room Rent up 5150.00 

Fees up 550.00 minimum  INSTATE STUDENT COSTS 
OUT OF STATE INCREASES ARE HIGHER 

Help pressure the legislature in convincing Cuomo to release the funds they 

allocated for an additional 296 SUNY positions. 


Lobby as a Purchase Student and Potential Voter to help keep a quality SUNY 

available for all. 


Purchase Lobby Day 

Join with other SUNYs and SASU in this semester long-coordinated effort. 



•Computers In the Future 

by Cindy Seeman 

Dr. Louis Robinson, Director of 
University Relations at IBM 
Corporation in Armonk, delivered an 
intriguing lecture on Computers in the 
Future to a standing room only 
audience of students, faculty and 
community members in the Natural 
Science Auditorium on December 7. 

In the last of a successful series of 
lectures, sponsored by the Friends of 
Natural Science throughout the fall 
semester, Dr. Robinson enthusiastically 
addressed the long range implications 
of today's exploding computer 
technology, reminding us that "it is not 
within our ability to predict the future, 
but to enable it." 

The national lecturer outlined the 
challenges ahead for the field of 
information processing, including the 
demand for greater memory capacity, 
increased speed of retrieval and 
processing, and improved ease of user 
interaction. 

"Bubble memory" has recently made 
it possible to store, for example, the another challenge to the future of 
entire New York City telephone information processing is the further 
directory in a space the size of a postage development of programming science, 
stamp. both for the nontrained user and for 

"Cryogenics," the process of specialists in a wide variety of fields----: 
embedding electrical circuits in a near from teaching five-year-olds how to 
absolute zero environment, has reduced read and write full length stories in ten 
resistance so that a signal can travel I weeks, to assisting a tailor in laying out 
foot in a nanosecond (I billionth of a and cutting the hundreds of pattern 
second). In order to reduce this time to a pieces used to make a suit from the 
picosecond (I trillionth of a second), to smallest piece of cloth, while avoiding 
process information even faster, ultra all the material's imperfections. 
thin lines of I hundreth of an inch must "Knowledge base" or "expert 
be etched, using an electron systems" are just beginning to evolve on 
microscope. Even faster computers may tqe threshold of the field of Artificial 
abandon the electric circuit in exchange Intelligence. Programs that "learn," Dr. 
for an on-off signal delivered via Robinsoa said, "are neither artificial, 
photons or even biological material. nor intelligen~,'" but are a dynamic 

Beyond "hardware" technology, demonstration of the computer as "a 

The Student Senate Gears Up 

F or ANew Semester Of! 


The Student Senate returned to Anyone interested in representing one 
campus two days early this semester to of these constituencies should come to 
take part in a series of workshops the Monday afternoon Senate meetings 
conducted by Associate Dean of (4:30 pm, CCN Conference Room). 
Campus & Residence Life Ben Hogan, Among the projects the Senate plans 
Vice President for External Affairs Lee to address this semster are: soliciting 
Katz, and Senate Business Manager. outside funds for the establishment of a 
Joyce Bostic, The purpose of the student union in the Butler Building; 
workshops was to set some goals for the continuing the voter registration drive 
spring semester and to help senators so that by next year the campus can 
better understand their roles in student have its own polling place; looking into 
government. Some of the topics covered , the possibility of the school offering a 
by the workshops included: Leadership degree in architecture; creating (in 
Styles for Student Leaders. How to concert with the Student Union) a 
Make a Committee Work. External teacher/ course evaluation handbook to 
Affairs and Fundraising. and The help students choose classes; working 
Student Senate Finances Explained. with the Food Service Committee to 

Sophomore L&S student Ron review new bids as Flik's contract comes 
Wooley has been appointed Vice up for renewal; and re-examining the 
President of Clubs and Organizations Senate's Constitution ,to see what 
and is enthusiastic about the challenge revisions are necessary. 
of the office. Said Wooley, "I'd like to 
welcome all new students interested in KUDOS To Student Senator Rob 
bettering our campus community and Schmidt for establishing a board in the 
getting involved. Last semester there mail room where students who can give 
seemed to be too many problems on the rides or need rides can contact one 
Planning Committee in reference to another. Good Going. Rob! 
clubs following the correct format for 
budgeting and making proposals. I Students are still needed to serve on 
hope to get that straightened out, and several sub-committees of the All 
this semester fundraising will be my College Senate, among them: Awards 
main objective for all clubs and Committee, Admissions/ Standards 
organizations. " Committee, Academic Review, etc. 

Also joining the Senate is newly Anyone interested in getting involved 
appointed commuter representativt! should contact any student senator or 
Dennis Lombardi; filling in the non stop in at the Senate office (1014 CCN). 
voting Continuing Educations seat is Your input on these committees is vital. 
Michael Huppert. There are still seats We fought for student representation 
open for EOP, Dance, Theatre Arts & on the All College Senate-now let's do 
Film, and EF' Wing in the Dorms. it! 

tradition and style of his "oral" culture. 
While unable to print himself, Plato 
used scribes to record his ideas, not 
unlike the business manager today who 
hires programmers to handle the new 
technology. 

It is easy to be pessimistic about the 
future of a new technology. Critics of 
printing worried that, once everything 
could be written down, memory would 
be threatened by lack of use. X-ray 
technology was once ~ared as a 
possible "end to all privacy." Even the 
developers of the early television 
technology were convinced that TV had 
no commercial or practical application. 

Critics and supporters alike are 
simply "too close to the creation to ever 
fully understand its social 
implications,"· said Robinson. We can 
fantasize about an outrageous future 
world, but "the fact is, we cannot begin 
to think of examples which are 
outrageous enough" to predict what 
may be in store for our culture. The 
future of the computer is "limited only 
by our imaginations." 

So, if you are wondering "Where's the 
revolution?," Dr. Robinson said that 

tool for the realization of ideas." "you won't find it in the kitchen, but in 
But it will not be the development of the mind. Everyone is part of that 

new technology nor more powerful revolution; everyone of us is affected." 
programs that will shape the future role If computers are to be "functionally 
of computers in our culture. The key to integrated into the fabric of our lives," it 
the fate of any new science and will be the informational content, not 
technology, Robinson repeatedly the technology, that is important. 
insisted, is its social acceptance and the Robinson's phrase that characterizes 
implications surrounding it. Through the long-term implications of 
several historical examples, the former computers in our culture is "continuous 
mathematics teacher argued that at the education." If our new technology is to 
moment a new technology comes about, improve the quality of our lives, we 
it is impossible to know its long term must open our minds to the challenges 
cultural effects. ahead. 

The development of printing initiated The Friends of Natural Science 
the cultural transition from an oral to a Lecture Series will continue to bring a 
written society. Yet Plato, one of the variety of interesting topics to the 
first to employ the new technology, Purchase community throughout the 
wrote dialogues, not prose, in the upcoming spring semester. 

Due to the overwhelming 
response, the deadline for 

iSENIOR PICTURES! 
has again been 

EXTENDED 'til FEB. 27th. 

•Portrait shots, qUIpS, 
quotes, and baby pies along' 
with name, major, and 
permanent mailing address are 
to be turned in to the yearbook 
mailbox at the Info. booth, 
CCN. 

MIND YOU, this is the 
LAST call-anything received 
after FEB. 27th will be returned. 
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Of EveCalendar 


61 Monday 
4:30 p.m. · . Student SelUlte Meeting 

Conference Room, CCN 

9 pm • 	Stlllknt Union Meeting 

Fireside Lounge, CCN 


71 Tuesday 
9 am-S pm I 	Vendors. 


Leather handbags: 

LobbyofCCN 


4 pm•• Senioritis 

Career Development: 

Fireside Lounge 


6 pm. I Men's Fencing 
Purchase vs. Hunter: Gym. 

6 pm. I Women's Fendng 
Purchase vs. Hunter: Gym 

7:30 .pm. I Co-ed volleybaU 

Gym: free 


8 pm•• Men's BaslcetbaU 
Purchase vs. Lehman: Gym 

B pm. &: 10:30 pm. I Film/"City Lights, Th.e Kid, Idl.e CIIISS" 
Masterpieces of Silent Film: 
·H umanities. 

8IWednesday 
11 noon I Planning Committee Meeting 


Fireside Lounge, CCN 


4-6pm. • Pub Open 

CCS 


9 pm. I WNAS 

9 I Thursday 
, . 

11:30 am•• VUItlng ArtistLectureS~$ 
Richard Bosman: printer/printmaker 
Perception Lab-V.A. Building. 

S pm•• Men'. Fencing . 
. Purchase vs. Baruch: Gym. 

S pm. I Womm's Fendng 
Purchase vs. Baruch: Gym 

S pm. I Men'. Bak.etbtIIl 
Purchase vs. New Paltz: gym. 

S " 10:30 pm. I FiIm/"Clty Li~Irts. The Kid, Idl.e Ca" 

Masterpieces of Silent Film: 

Humanities 


10 IFriday 
4-6 pm. IPub Opm

CCS 

B & 10:30 pm. 	 Film/King oj ColMdy 
Humanities 

9 pm. I Dancing 
CCS 

111 Saturday 
10 am. I Women's Fencing 

Purchase vs. Wellesley: Gym. 

10~1l noon I Neuberger Mus~um 


Saturday Semintu 

"The Art of Life and the Life of Art in 

Revolutionary Russia" 

Neuberger museum. 


8 & 10:30 pm.•	Film/King oJComaIy 
Humanities 

12 I Sunday 
10:30 am. ROllllln Catholic MIISS 

organized by the Newman 
Community: CCN 

1-3 pm. 	 "Edvard Muneh: 1971" 
A film portrait. In conjunction with 
museum exhibit. 
Neuberger Museum Study, free. 

3 pm. 	 P~YirtllO. 
The . world premiere of George 
Walker's Violin Concerto. 
Cente}, for the Arts. 

7pm~ 	 Film/The Kflrg oj Com.edy 
Humanities 	 . 

9 pm. 	 CoDeehous.e 
ctS. 

1.31:Monday 

4:30 pm. I StuMnt Smtlie Meeting 

Conference Room, CCN . 

9 pm. I Stlllknt Uni_Meeting 
Fireside Lounge, CCN 



nts February' 6~2'O 


• 

14 I Tuesday 
9 am- 5 pm. I Vendor 

Vintage Clothing: CCN 

7 pm. I College Center Committee Meeting 
Conference room, CCN 

8 pm. I Styles ' 
presented by the Division of Theatre 
Arts. Dance Lab Theatre, Dance Building. 

8 &. 10:30 pm. I	Fil";'/Foolish Wives 
Masterpieces of Sile'nt Film: Rumanities 

8:30 pm. I Lecture/Painting as an Art 
organized by the Philosophy 
Lecture Series. Theatre Gallery, 
Neuberger Museum, free. 

151Wednesday 
9-5 pm. I Vendor • 

Lingerie/ sweatsuits, CCN 

4-6 pm. I Pub Open 
CCS 

6 pm. I Women's Fendng 
Purchase vs. Fairleigh Dickinson, gym. 

8 pm. I	,Men's Basketball 
Purchase vs. Vasaar, gym. 

8 pm. IStyles
• See Tues. 14 
9 pm. ,WNAS 

16lTh~rsday 
11:30 am. I Visiting Artist Lecture Series 

Judy Gordon/painter 
perceptionlab,V.A. building. 

o-

Il noon I Preparing Jor an Interview 

6 pm. 


I&. 10:30 pm. 


8 pm. 


I pm. 


8 pm. 

sponsored by Career Development 

Conference room, CCN. 


Men's F,encing
Purchase vs. Pratt, gym; 

-Film/Yol 
-Humanities 

Styles 
See Tues. 14. 

Creative Lecture Series: 

The Aesthetic Mode oj Consciousness 

Social Scienc Lecture Hall, free. 

Raphael Trio. 
Recital Hall, Music Building, free. 

17 I Friday 
4-6 pm. I Pub Open 


CCS 


8 pm. IStyles
See Tues. 14 

8 &. 10:30 pm. Film/The Grey Fox 
Humanities 

9 pm. I Dancing 

CCS 


181'Saturday 

10 am-6 pm. I Nue1ear Disarmament Film Festival 

Sponsored by Student Union: 
Huma,nities Theatre 

8 pm. I 	Styles 

See Tues. 14. 


8 &. 10:30 pm. I Film/The Grey Fox 
Humanities 

8 pm. I New Orchestra oj Westchester 
Center for the Arts, Theatre A. 

,191 Sunday 
10:30 am.• Roman Catholic Mass 

organized by the Newman 
community, CCN. 

1-3 pm. I Film/The Cabinet oj Dr. Caligar; 
sponsored by the Neuberger 
Museum, NeUberger Museum Study. 

3 pm. I Styles 

See Tues. 14 


7 pm. I Film/Rumble Fish 

Humanities 


9 pm. CoJJeehouse 
CCS. 



• The Co-Op Seeks Help Butler Building Sanctioned 

by John Williamsand Patronage 

Sick and tired of the separation a JOlOt activIties board which would 

The Co-Op is a student run 
organization which, since 1975, has 
been dedicated to bringing you cheap 
food, right here on campus, if you are 
willing to lend a hand. the Co-Op is a 
food store open to the entire campus 
community, selling a selection of dried 
fruit, nuts, dried beans, grains, and 
pastas at cut-rate prices; and for its 
members, fresh produce on a weekly 
pre-order basis. 

This semester the Co-Op is beginning 
with a complete shift in management, as 
last semster's managers have resigned 
for academic reasons. Unfortunately, 
only two of these positions have been 
filled, and we are currently seeking 
replacements for a: Bookkeeper, and a 
Dry-Goods Manager. These are 
demanding jobs requiring a definite 
commitment to the work of the Co-Op, 
but the rewards are great and those who 
have done it are glad for the experience. 
We are also seeking replacements in the 
less demanding capacity of store
supervisors, a job which entails two 
hours a week of running the store. For 
all of these positions, discounts on 

already-iow prices are provided. 
Interested persons should contact Amy 
Meyers (store manager) at 253-9752 or 
box 1648. 

As always, the Co-Op this year hopes 
to expand its membership. Benefits for 
members included pre-ordering 
produce (fruit and vegetables) and 
cheaper prices than those paid by non
members. The membership fee is 
$3.oo/semester for members who work 
at the Co-Op two hours a month. This 
semeter we will also be signing on non
working members, who pay 
$7.00 / semester. 

The Co-Op has thrived in the past as a 
perfect example of the effectiveness of a 
group effort. This year, we hope to 
expand our activities into new collective 
efforts such as a cooperative book
exchange, a permanent "deli," and 
group-trips to places of interest. 
Anything is possible if everyone 
contributes; the Co-Op is only as good 
as its members. Join Today! 

Sign-up will be from 11:00-1 :00 
Mondays, at the Co-op, located in the 
basement of CCN. 

Surpassing the Limits: 
. Interest in Inter-Arts 

Have you ever tried to take a course 
that wasn't in your division and found 
that it would not be credited to your 
graduation requirement? Have you ever 
thought that certain courses-in another 
department were necessary for your 
personal education while administra
tors thOUght differently? Do your ideas 
excede the limitations of your 
department? A group is now being 
formed to address these questions and 
study the possibilities of interdisciplin
ary .education at Purchase. A 
preliminary meeting was held on 
Thursday, November 30 in the VA 
Gallery. 

At the meeting, which was attended 
by six students, the possibilities of 
collaborative work; performance Art, 
senior projects/ films, and even an inter
arts degree were discussed. Suzanne 
McKabe, the only design/ tech student 
attending, commented afterwards, "I 

Jnin 

The 

Load 

;Iil.ml 

feel all students will benefit from the 
possible . inclusion of an inter-arts 
program." 

Andrew Canns, a representative of 
the V A-VA society, told the group that 
they had the full support of the V A 
group. 

Also discussed was the schedule for 
the April, 3-day inter-arts symposium. 
This consists of two days, (April 3 and 
4) of both outside and faculty lecturers, 
with student performance art on the 
5th. Featured among the speakers will ~ft.I 
be Yvonne Rainer, Steve Reids and 
Nam June Paik. 

Last week's V A party was centered 
around attracting involvement for the 
newly started program. For anyone 
who is even remotely interested, a 
meeting will be held in conjuction with 
the V A V A meeting on Tuesday the 20th 
at 4:30. Please feel free to attend and 
inquire. 

concept that plagues this school? Fed up 
with the notion that Purchase was 
designed to prevent mass gatherings of 
students to avoid potential riots? 
Disturbed about not knowing what's 
happening around the campus? For all 
you frustrated students, don't desp-air, 
here is a list of good news. During the 
winter break, the Student Senate 
Association got an official sanction 
from the college to go out and solicit 
funds to convert the former Butler 
Building into a thriving community 
center. 

We envision the center as a place 
where student clubs and organizations 
'will each have their own offices. The 
center would also possibly have a 
lounge area, game room, small 

I\m. 'O'0~~ 

~o~?ef)5 
hf)~~') . 

have a listing of all events of that week. 
The community center would cater to 
parties as well as serve as a theatre for 
non-academic productions, such as 
P.E.T. and B.A.C.A.P. The center 
would hopefully be used by all aspects 
of the Purchase community. 

Next week the community center 
committee wil be formulated; it will 
consist of students, faculty, staff, and 
administrators. At this point in timetbe 
community center is a dream, but with 
help from all sectors of the campus we 
can tum this dream into a reality. For 
further information on how you can 
help this dream come true, contact the 
Student Senate Association office. Let's 
all work togther to eliminate the stigma 
of a divided Purchase. 

A..~~~~ 

Financial. Aid·News 

There is strong evidence to suggest Scholarships is March 31, 1984. 

that many Purchase students overlook 
receiving financial aid from one of the The Long Island Advertising Club is 
fundamental sources-New York State. offering $10,000 in scholarships to 
The State of New York has the largest students with majors in art, design, 
student grant program in the country. It photography, graphics, or film. Four 
is called the Tuition Assistance scholarships of $4,000, $3,000, $2,000, 
Program, or TAP, as it is commonly and $1,000 will be awarded. 
referred. Applicants must be Long Island 

Some helpful information about the residents (Kings, Queens, Nassau or 
program is as follows: Suffolk County). 

Submit an application called the A limited number of applications are 
Student Payment Application. You can available in the Financial Aid Office. 
obtain one from the Financial Aid Applications must be received before 
Office. There are only 18 questions to be May 4, 1984. 
answered, and it has a pre-addressed 
envelope. The Stamford Junior Women's Club, 

Depending upon when one originally a community service organization in 
received a TAP payment. annuai Rrants Stamford, Connecticut encourages 
range from $200 to $1,375 per academic applications for its annual $1000 
yeat After 4 payments, however, the Education Award. Applicants must be 
award is reduced by $100 each semester. residents of Stamford and must have 
The minimum payment still will be $200 completed two years of College. 
per year if the income eligibility is still Application deadline-March I, 1984. 
maintained. Application Reminder: Students who 

Apply in the early spring preceeding are seeking financial assistance from the 
the beginning of the fall semester . . student aid programs administered by 
However, if you have overlooked the College should mail their Financial 
applying for TAP for 1983-1984 you Aid Form by February 15, 1984. 
can still apply and receive payment Application materials are available in 
retroactively for fall 1983. The final the display rack outside the Financial 
deadline for 1983-84 TAP and Regents Aid Office . . 
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On January Ist, three Purchase 
students, Brandon Marger, Roger 
Logan, and Laurent Ehrmann, went to 
Nicaragua as participants in the 1983
1984 Volunteer Work Brigades to 
Nicaragua. This report was written by 
The Load editor Laurent Ehrmann. It 
covers a brief description of pre- and 
post-revolutionary history, the Rio San 
Juan province, the nature of the trip, 
and numerous anecdotes and personal 
impressions of his t~o-week journey. Nicaragua, Laurent EhrmQnn. Load reporter 
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Nicaragua, which is a little larger 
than the state of New York, is the largest 
country in Central America. This 
overWhelmingly rural country extends 
from the Pacific Ocean to the 
Caribbean Sea. Nicaragua's population 
is estimated at 2.5 million. Three-fifths 
of the population lives on the Pacific 
side in which Managua, the capital, is 
situated. 

Most Nicaraguans have both Indian 
nd Spanish ancestors. In 1524, 

.• Spanish conquistadors fought and 
efeated the Indians. The Spaniards 

named the newly conquered land 
Nicaragua" after the defeated Indian 
hief Nicarao. 

On Sept 15, 1821, Nicaragua and 
other Central American states declared 
heir independence from Spain. 

However this independence did not 
!signify an end to foreign domination in 
:Nicaragua. Like many Central and 
Latin American countries, Nicaragua's 
politics were governed either by an anti
nationalist family or by _the United 
States. 

US and Nicaragua 

Thirty-four years after independence, 
illiam Walker, an American military 

,ealot, invaded Nicaragua, declared 
imself president and imposed a system 

of slavery. He was overthrown two 
years later. 

In 1909, angered by Liberal Party 
President Jose Zelaya's refusal to grant 
canal rights to the United States, U.S. 
President WilJ,iam R, Taft sent 400 

~ 

750 1,000 

marines to side with Nicaraguan rebels: 
the Conservative Party. Mter Zelaya 
resigned, the Conservative Party agreed 
to a permanent U.S. military presence 
and let U.S. banks control Nicaragua's 
finances, railroads, and communica
tions. 

The marines remained in Nicaragua 
from 1912 to 1927 to fight continuous 
armed Liberal rebellions. Washington's 
strategy to develop a stable 
government, based on a two-party 
pol tical system, was realized in 1927 
'when the Liberal leaders, unsuccessful 
with their rebellion, were co-opted into 
the government. Only Augusto Cesar 
Sandino refused to comply. For the 
next seven years, with a small army of 
peasants, Sandino launched a guerilla 
war against the U.S.' occupying forces. 
Faced. with growing domestic criticism 
and unable to defeat Sandino's army, 
the U.S. marines were withdrawn after 
having created an 'apolitical' army and 
police force: the National Guard headed 
by Anastasio Somoza Garcia. 

rhe Somoza Period 

In 1934, after the mannes had left, the 
National Guard assassinated Sandino 
under a flag of truce. Two years later 
Anastasio Somoza seized the 
presidency for himself. 

For the next 43 years the Somoza 
family, first Anastasio, Sr., and then his 
sons Luis Somoza Debayle and 
Anastasio,Jr., ruled Nicaragua. The 
dictatorial rule of the Somoza dynasty, 
s.!lpported by the local business elite, a 

-750 1.000 


1.260 1,1)00 
 -

corrupt bureaucracy, the United States, 
and most ~mportantly, the repressive 
National Guard, allowed the family to 
control almost every major economic 
operation in Nicaragua. 

The Opposition 

In 1961, the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front (FSLN), named after' 
Sandino, was founded by Carlos 
Fonseca, Tomas Borge, and Silvio 
Mayorga. It combined several existing 
armed movements and vowed the 
military overthrow of Somoza. 
However, they were largely 
unsuccessful. 

The growing opposition from 
members of the middle class, such as 
newspaper editor Pedro Joaquin 
Chamorro, forced Somoza and. his 
National Guard to increase repression. 
In 1967, hundreds of people 
demonstrating support for the 
Conservative opposition leader were' 
killed by the Guard. 

In 1972, an earthquake destroyed the 
capital, Managua, killing 15,000 people 
and leaving 170,000 people homeless. 
Huge sums of International aid poured 
into the country for the reconstruction 
of the city. However, Somoza used the 
money to expand the family's business 
empire. They took' advantage of 
reconstruction needs by making land 
and construction deals while 
eliminating the private sector from 
investment opportunities. Middle and 
even upper class opposition began to 
boil. 

In 1977, "Los Doce" (The:; Twelve) a 
group of prominent businessmen, 
churchmen, and intellectuals called for 
unified opposition to Somoza. It 
included the FSLN. That same year, the 
FSLN simultaneously attacked three 
National Guard garrisons in what was 
,later considered as the beginning of the 
revolution. Numerous other business 
organizations, women's groups, labor 
unions, students, and the Catholic 
Church, demanding the end of 
Somocismo, held mass demonstrations 
and staged various strikes which 
paralyzed the country. The FSLN 
continued their military operations 
which were extremely successful. The 
peasants and ruitive Indians sided with 
the uprising as the National Guard, in 
search of its evasive enemy the FSLN, 
liquidated the country-side. The cycle of 
continued repression and increased 
opposition was in full swing. Somoza 
'and his National Guard continually lost 
ground . 

On July 19, 1979, Sandinistacolumns 
converged on the capital ending a war 
that, according to a United Nations 
report, left: 40,000 dead (1.5% of the 
population); 40,000 children orphaned; 
,200,000 families homeless; 70% of the 
main export crops, coffee and cotton, 
unplanted; 33% of all industrial 
property destroyed; $1.5 billion worth 
'of physical damage; an external debt of 
$1.6 billion; and only $3 million left in 
the Treasury. The revolution had 
entered a new stage. 

NICARAGUA SINCE 1979 

The FSLN, having won significant 
legitimaqy for its relatively long 
historical opposition to Somoza, 
assumed power and became committed 
to a number of broadly defined goals: 
raising the standard of living of all 
Nicaraguans, especially the poor; 
creating a basis for self-sustained and 
independent economic growth; and 
building an open and politically 
democratic society based on the rule of 
law and respect for human rights. These 
were pursued through policies of a 
"mixed economy" and "political 
pluralism"-a moderate brand of 
socialism. 

In Nicaragua, political pluralism 
meant a system which granted political 
representation to all the organized 
sectors which had participated in the 
overthrow of the Somoza regime. In 
May 1980, the Government of National' 
Reconstruction inaugurated its 
consultative representative assembly, 
the Council of State. Membership in 
this 47 seat government branch 
included various private sector-business 
groups, guilds and other social 
organizations, popular organizations, 
the FSLN, and other political parties. 
The nine member National Directorate, 
comprised of FSLN military 
commanders, retains ultimate policy 
'iuthority. 

Within this context, the 
revolutionary government restructured 
Nicaragua's economic system on the 
principles of a mixed economy
centralization of state control in 
coordination with the pnvate sector. 
The government has pursued three 
major economic goals: to rebuild the 
devastated economy; redistribute 
income and economic influence toward 
,the lower classes and dismantle the 
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History. in Brief 


economic base of the old regime. 
Reconstruction of the war tom 

economy specifically meant the 
increased productivity of the country's 
vital coffee, cotton and tobacco crops. 
Nicaragua depends heavily on these 
agricultural exports to earn the foreign 
exchange needed to buy basic 
foodstuffs, medicines, spare parts for 
transportation and industry, and oil. 
Coffee is Nicaragua's most important 
cash crop and the country's economic 
stabilty depends on successful harvests 
each year. The 1982-1983 coffee harvest 
accounted for 30% of Nicaragua's 
exports or an income of $133 million. 
The cotton and tabacco harvests ' 
accounted for · nearly 20% of 
Nicaragua's exports. 

The state assumed a larger economic 
role. Nationalizations by the 
revolutionaries increased the public 
sector's share of the Gross National 
Product from the 1978 level of 15% to a 
little less than 50% in 1982. Most 
affected were natural resources (mining, 
lumber, fishing), construction, 
manufacturing, services (banking, 
insurance, transportation), and, 
although to a lesser extent, agriculture. 
Most of Nicaragua's largest 
nationalized businesses were previously 
owned by Somozistas who had fled the 
country. The remaining bourgeoisie 
owned modest-sized enterprises. 

"The Reagan Administration is 
attempting to economically 
mangulllte Nicaragua, and is 
engaged in overt military actions 
to destabilize the Government 0/ 
National Reconstruction. All in 
order to regain access to 
Nicaragua's economic market. JJ 

Some Conflicts 

Although the conflscatlOn ot 
Somozista property received 
widespread support from the reformist 
upper-classes, apprehension and 
conflict emerged when the bourgeoisie 
feared that their property was next in 
the line for nationalization. Labor 
unrests also fueled nervousness among 
industrial investors, and peasant 
mobiliiation by the ATC (Association 
of Rural Workers), spontaneous land 
invasions, and early ambiguities about 
agrarian reform also aroused the fears 
of the large landholders. The 
government responded with several 
concessions, such as substantial 
amounts of credit to 0ffset financial 
losses; this gave private investors the 
stability needed in order to operate and 
rebuild, as well as legal tools with which 
to defend themselves. 

In addition to such class conflicts, 
regional-ethnic, religious, and 
international divisions have also 
become important, if not physically 
threatening. Nicaragua is beset 
militarily from abroad by the remnants 
of Somoza's National Guard, or 
'contras', based in Honduras and Costa 
Rica Ilnd trained and financeq by the 
United States. 

From Washington, the Reagan 
Administration has repeatedly 
condemned the Sandinistas for 
exporting communism across Central 
America. Presently, the Reagan 
Administration is attemotiI12 to 

economically strangulate Nicaragua, 
and is engaged in covert, yet overt, 
military actions to destabilize the 
Government of National Reconstruc
tion. All in order to regain access to 
Nicaragua's economic market. 

The revolutionary government has 
sought to promote revolutionary goals 
without reviving the human rights 
abuses of Somocismo. In 1979,less than· 
one-hundred Somozistas and 
counterrevolutionaries were killed, 
tortured, or summarily executed. Due 
process of law was developed slowly 
and habeus corpus has generally been 
respected. Though there have been 
arbitrary arrests since 1979, they were 
the exceptions rather than the rule. 
Despite rumors to the contrary, 
international human ,rights groups and 
media representatives found very little 
violent repression. Amnesty 
International reported that Nicaragua 
was I of 4 best countries in Central and 
Latin America with regards to human 
rights. 
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In general, Nicaraguans enjoy 
considerable access to information 
from a variety of perspectives via the 
mass media. La Prensa, the popular 
opposition newspaper, suPV0rts the 
private sector, advocates political 
pluralism and has openly attacked the 
government's policies. Occasionally, 
publication of the newspaper has been 
suspended for knowingly or 
irresponsibly publishing false 
information. Since 1982', the newspaper 
has been censored. The same has also 
occured to El Pueblo, the extreme left
wing newspaper. 

Despite all the internal and external 
conflicts, the Government of National 
Reconstruction is considered extremely 
popular by most Nicaraguans. The 
Agrarian Reform redistributed 
thousands of acres of land to peasants 
who previously owned no land at all, or 
who were forced into being tenants of 
large landholders. Half the Nicaraguan 

been found' illiterate in the late: .1979 
popUlation aged 10 or older who had , 

census were given the ability to read and 
write as part of the National Literacy 
Crusade of 1980. 

The Nicaraguan revolutionary 
government is by no means perfect. 
However, when compared to the 
Somoza period, or other Central and 
Latin American countries, revolution
ary Nicaragua is a success. 

NOTE: This historical and 
contemporary account is only a general 
overView of pre- and post-revolutionary 
Nicaragua. It is by 00 means a complete 
analysis. This writer urges the reader to 
investigate these and other polemic 
issues which concern Nicaragua's 
domestic and international situation. 

Two balanced and well researched 
books on Nicaragua are; 
The End and the Beginning by John A. 
Booth (Westview Press. 1983) and, 
The Nicaragua Reader 
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The Work FirstBrigade 
The 1983-1984 International 


unteer Work Brigades to Nicaragua 

intended to provide needed 


and human resources to 

lcaragua, allow sympathizers the 

bility to actively oppose the Reagan 


Administration's policy toward 

Nicaragua, and generally promote 

greater international solidarity with the 

peoples of Nicaragua Libre. 


Nicaragua's human resources and 
economic stability have trebled, in part, 
because of the war on its northern 
border. Because of this military 
situation, thousands of Nicaraguans 
have been mobilized in defense of their 
country and therefore could not 

ipate in the crucial December 
1983-Feburary 1984 coffee, tabacco, or 
cotton harvests. 

Moreover, several hundred-thousand 
dollars worth of damage has- resulted 
from the economic sabotage of the 
Reagan financed counter-revolution 
aries, or contras, based in Honduras. 
Attacks, such as the one which 
devastated Nicaragua's oil storage 
facilities at the port of Corinto last 
October, invariably drain the country's 
already milked budget. 

Hence the call was made for 
international work brigades to help 
ensure successful harvests. This would 
provide Nicaragua needed foreign 
exchange to purchase basic foodstuffs, 
medicines, spare parts for industry and 
transportation, and oil, and help 
reconstruct all that has been destroyed 
by the war. 

These Work Brigades were also used 
for propaganda reasons. The 500 or so 
sympathizers of Nicaragua's 
revolutionary cause will return to the 
United States and no doubt spread the 
news, as this writer does, about how 
wonderful Nicaragua is; they will 
reiterate how Reagan's current policy 
jeopardizes any continuation of civility 
in Nicaragua. The brigadistas will be The Work Brigades were structured 
backed by first-hand experiences rather around two-week periods from 
than second-hand and often unreliable December 4,1983 through February 
sources. 12,1984. Brigadistas participated for a 

Frankly, even 500 volunteers couid minimum of two weeks up to a 
not drastically increase a country's maximum of the entire harvest. No one 
productivity. In the short run, when was permitted to stay after that time. 
costs of transportation and food are Each participant received a pamphlet 
factored in, this type of project is not describing the program, the work and 
financially successful. Politically, living conditions, and other 
however, it will be extremely successful. preparatory information. All 

A woman representing the DRI, the transportation, food, and housing 
Nicaraguan Department of Interna accomodations within Nicaragua was 
tional Relations, explained that paid for by the Nicaraguan organizers. 
Managua's decision to promote a larger In essense, that meant the government. 
scaled international solidarity Moreover, the pamphlet explained that 

.f "* 

Hanging out in a Managua Hotel by Roser Log_ 
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THE BRIGADISTAS-THAT 
MEANS THE GRINGOS 

One hundred twenty people from 
four different countries-United States, 
France, Luxembourg, Australia
participated in the January I, 1984 
Work Brigade to Nicaragua. Of that 
total, one hundred and four came from 
the United States. 

In general, the North American 
contingent was a fairly homogenous 
group. Politically, the group fit into the 
broad category of the New Left. In 
essence they sought to save the 
revolution from the world's insidious 
force; Washington. Although the group 
was overwelmingly white and middle 
class, there was an equal splif by sex as 
well as a healthy age sp'ectrum. The 
median age was 30-35 years old. There 
was an interesting diversity in the 
participants' occupations. Within the 
group there were labor union activists, a 
University professor, an actress, an ex
New York City parole officer, farmers, 
and even an executive of a stock market 
firm. The other foreigners added some 
additional spice to the group. 

Geographically, the majority of the 
participants came from the West Coast
San Francisco Bay and Oregon areas
and the N ortheast-N ew York 
Metropolitan area and Amherst Mass. 
One man came from Kansas City, a few 
came from North Carolina, Wisconsin, 
and Vermont, and a small herd waddled 
in from Philadelphia. 

My greatest apprehension 
physical risk involved in going 
country at war with its neighbor. 
before we left New York, the 
there mentioned that in all 
our brigade would be sent 
Matagalpa province to pick 
News from Nicaragua menti 
the contras had begun to i 
tactics of economic sabotage. 
specifically meant attack 
Matagalpa's large coffee pia 
'could not find any consu'lation 

,~,wdi:;iff~~ ~'~:~ r, 

possibility of returning to the 
plastic bag. 

Brandon, Roger and my other 
mates handled the security 
rather calmly. They were p~.";t..d.1 

the thought of . getting 
dysentery, typhoid, round 
diarrhea, or that which most 
living in socialist countries dread, 
run over by Soviet made tractors. 
tractors do not have a good 

Our first experience of the 
underdevelopment did not 
Nicaragua but rather at the 
airport. It concerned a two day 
our flight to Managua . The reasonsll 
our delay were in part due 
miscommunication between 
National Network, the travel 
New York, and Aero-Nica, the 

owned airline. Most impo 
however, the problem was one 
to the Third World . 

Aero-Nica owns two planes 
are capable of flying long 
Four days prior to our 
engine on their 727 burned OUI. 

wealthy' countries, four days is 
time to fix mere engine failures. 
Nicaragua, however, the lack of 
foreign currencies means that 
parts imported from the North are 
hard to come by. Aero-Nica 
run at 50% seating capacity 
new part could be purchased. 



A On the afternoon of 
2nd, two friends and I marched 

what was historically 
the center of this capitol city. 

just gotten off a miniscule and 
bus on the edge of a barrio

income neighborhood. To the 
saw the Cathedral's two meek 

peering over the National 
The most striking sight in our 
this outstretched city was that 

lay between us and the Cathedral 
kilometers away. 

the makings of a bad dream. 
was once a heavily constructed 

like" downtown area was 
by the infamous 1972 

The remains were carcasses 

land-reform projects. 

At the time, it seemed as though we 
were simply moving from one perilous 
place to another-from Matagalpa to the 
Costa Rican-Nicaraguan border~ There 
are also counter-revolutionaries on 
Nicaragua's southern border. Although 
they have gotten much less U.S. media 
coverage, are poorly organized and 
insufficiently financed to match the 

insidious northern troops, -any 
spontaneous flare-up could easily 
devestate our large, immobile, and 
unorganized group. The rallying chant 

of 'No Pasaran' (the contnis will not 
cross the border) seemed to ease the 
anxieties of a few individuals, including . 
myself. 

':'N~te. 
;"~.Ios~~

to ten story buildings. Whole 
lay barren. Occasionally, 
of a building or a house offered 

diversity to this apocalyptic 
Rubble slowly blended into the 

--.,..,.,,.-" 
by the tropical sun. With 

reconstructed since 1972, it 
as though the earthquake had 

only last year. 
these sights which helped me 

the question: Why revolution? 

hour later, we 'reached thesqilare 
on two sides by the Cathedral 

Sandino says"Death to Imperialism" 

Leaving For 
San Carlos 

With a spectacular· sunset and some 
friendly fairwells from Nicaraguans 
unloading bananas, our group departed 
from Granada for San Carlos. The boat 
ride was expected to last 8 hours across 
the Ito mile Lake Nicaragua, Central 
America's largest lake. 

Many of us were subdued in 
adventurist and -romantic tides. The 
lights of Granada, the silhouettes of the 
palm trees, the burning sky, a towering 
volcano, and all that was known began 
to fade away as our boat slowly inched 
its way to San Carlos-the unknown. 

Being a participant in a revolutionary 
process, and being in a country which is 
currently being debated in numerous 
internl!tional pOlitical and academic 

t.y ..... L....Being welcomed in the airports diplomatic room 

;;; . , .. .. :. ~~~; jiJ(\t&iWl OA .. i.r'<,..."'''''>W'''''''..···· 

pueblos del Estados Unidos" or 
"bienvedios" ensued. With some 
elementary Spanish and a little 
patience, even I could get past the basic 
formalities. The reward for the patience 
was the joy of communicating in spite of 
the language barrier. The euphoric 
sounding words "claro" or ".correcto", . 
pronounced by holding and rolling the 
oar' and the double or', signaled perfect 
understanding. 

"The lights of Granada, the 
silhouettes of the palm tree 
and all that was known 
began to fade away as our 
boat slowly inched its way to 
San Carlos - the unknown. " 

In the evening of January 3rd, there 
was a general meeting for all 127 
brigadistas to discuss among other 
things where we would be sent to work. 
Originally our group was to go to the 
Matagalpa province to pick coffee. 

Those plans had changed. Due to the 
security question (increased contra 
attacks in Matagalpa), our organizers 
decided to send us to San Carlos in the 
Rio San Juan province. There, we were 
to be part of numerous agricultural 

j 
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circles, created a drama well worth the 
while. 

We slowly inched our way to rural 
Nicaragua. 

women either workmg around the 
house, or simply chatting with 
neighbors after a morning's work. The 
kids take advantage of their vacation 
from school to play the country's most 
popular sport; baseball. When a rubber 
ball or a bat can not be bought or even 
found, ingenuity takes over". With small 
beeds rapped tightly in cloth for the 
ball, and a long flat piece of wood for 
the bat, all the prerequisites are satisfied 

the National Palace. On 
's timeline of history, this 

signifies the end of one area and 
beginning of another. It was here on 

19, 1979, after 45 years of 
ion, that thousands of 

gathered to rejoice the end 

for them to emulate their superstars, 
David Green and Dennis Martinez. 
Both are Nicaraguan born baseball 
players in the United States. 

Some of the inhabitants of these 
barrios enjoy the third world luxury of 
funning water. Most of them enjoy the 

Somoza's dictatorial rule .. Now a 
Ige portrait of Augusto Cesar 

ina overlooks the square as a 
inder that a revolutionary spirit is 
Inecessary to overcome the country's 
:erous obstacles. 

Walking around Managua offers the 
'tor some insight into the general 
,lure of the Sandinista revolution. I 

Being in the barrios confirmed 
vious conceptions of third world 
tter colonies. Many of the houses, 

huts, are patchworks of collected 

of wood and/ or aluminum. The 
ewalks are filled with men and 

"Unlike uncompromlsmg 
and excessive leftist 
revolutions, such as the 
Cambodian revolution of 
1975, the Nicaraguan 
revolution has not so 
dogmatically singled out the 
upper class as capitalist and 
anti-nationalist dogs." 

~uxury of electricity. Although some 
~arrios had electrical power prior to 
1979, many more have since been 
provided with such basic services. 

From these neighborhoods, our little 
trio moved into areas which resembled, 

articularlY in architecture, the one 
oor, light-colbred stucco houses of 
iami. More important was that these 

ere the houses ' of Nicaragua's middle 
nd upper class. This was another 
spect of the revolution which 
onfirmed what I had previously read. ~nlike uncompromising and excessive 

)eftist revolutions such as the 
. Eambodian revolution in 1975, the 

Nicaraguan revolution has not so 
pogmatically singled out nor assaulted 
fhe upPer class as capitalist and anti
rationalist dogs. 

E 

I Overall, our presence in the country 
jtnd in the streets of ~anagua was 
welcomed and apprecIated. Upon 
arrival at Augusto Cesar Sandino 
International Airport, we were greeted 
in the diplomatic room with a 
welcoming speech by the Nicaragua 
organizers and some superb 
Nicaraguan coffee. Two of the country's 

government newspaper Barncada and 
the moderate newspaper El Nuevo 
Diario, ran front page stories with 
photograghs of our group holding a 
sign reading "From the imperialist 
country, harvesters for Sandinismo". 

In the streets of Managua, we , 
received stares from the Nicaraguans. 
The stares were of curiosity rather than 
hostility. A simple "buenos dias" or a 
nod of the head insured a friendly reply. 
Once we had explained that we were in 
the country to help harvest the coffee, 
expressions such as "solidaridad con los 

Leaving for Managuathree newspapers, the official 
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The Rio San Juan Province 


The island of Zapote, and In the 'background. Zapotillo 
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and child mortality in the entire 
country. Potable water systems in the 
urban areas were limited or non
existent. There was no radio, telephone, 
or television. Lastly, 70% of all arable 
land was in the hands of a few 
landowners with strong ties to Somoza. 

This exclusion provided favorable 
conditions for the development of the 
cuItura.lly and politically progressive 
comm~ity of Solintiname (an 
archipeligo comprised of nearly 50 
islands situated in the southern corner 
of Lake Nicaragua.) This historically 
significant community will be discussed 
later. 

After the 1979 Triumph, Rio San 
Juan has been a focus of attention. In 
fact, this province is regarded as a 
"Special ' Zone". Below is a brief 
description of some of the planned or 
completed projects which integrate the 
region into mainstream Nicaragua. 

-With a donation from Austria, a boat 
was purchased which covers the 
Granada-San Carlos route across Lake 
Nicaragua in half the previously 
required time. N ow it takes only 8 hours 
rather than 16. 
-Since 1980, construction of a 
highway connecting the east-west 
bound highway has been in progress. 
-Since 1980, the Radio Station "13th 
of October" has been functioning in San 

Carlos-the largest town in the province. 
Since 1982, television and telephone 
services have been operational. Both 
services are erratic due to their technical 
capacity. 

-In the development of the economy, 
priorites have been the equitable 
redistribution of land an,d an increase 
and development of production. As it is 
done nationally, cooperatives and 
People's Property Areas (APP) are 
being established in order to provide 
stable jobs for field laborers who were 
previously under- or unemployed, and 
to coordinate greater planning for 
production . . 

-Lastly, emphasis has been put on 
establishing or ameliorating basic social 
services. There have been significant 
increases in the number of schools, 
teachers, and students, and the illiteracy 
rate has gone done to 32%, one-third of 
'the 1976 mark. The number of health 

emptied due to the winter vacation. 
There we were offered mats on which to 
lay our sleeping bags. 

By 4:00 AM, all 127 brigadistas had 
found a comfortable space to sleep in. 
Raoul Oilman, a friend I had made on 
the trip, and I sat on the steps of the 
school's courtyard taking advantage of 
the peaceful pause. Paco Francisco, a 35 
year old militiaman on duty, joined us. 

With a bottle of whiskey from the 
gringo land, we whispered various 
anecdotes and histories. 

Granted, Paco's loyalty to the 
Sandinistas tainted his perspective, but 
nonetheless his frankness in discussing 
Nicaragua's revolutionary situation 
offered some interesting insights. With 
conviction he told Raoul and I how 
optimistic he was that the Sandinistas 
would not only defeat the contras, but 
also be able to economically satisfy the 
population; both lower and upper 
classes. 

Editor Laurent Ehrmann preparing for the Contras 
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Rio San Juan, bordered by Costa 
Rica on the south and the Atlantic coast 
on the east, is the third largest province 
in Nicaragua. However, its population 
of approximately 29,000 makes it the 
least populated province in the:. c01::l~try. 

The Rio San Juan (the river) has been 
a decisive factor in Rio San Juan's (the 
province) development and history; as a 
route of Spanish exploration; as a route 
of transit to the gold of California; in 
providing the possibility of a 
transoceanic canal; because the U.S. 
government wants the option to 
construct a canal there; and as a means 
of transportation for profitable 
resource extraction (banana, coconut, 
lumber, rubber). 

, However, since the 1950's, the region 
lost its importance at the national level. 
The construction of a highway to the 
north which connected Managua and 
the port of Bluefields virtually excluded 
the region from all communications, 
transportation, and trade. The province 
was further marginalized by the 
Somoza dictatorship when the 
development of an infrastructure for 
production and services was not carried 
out. 

By the mid-1970's, the region had no 
sources of industrial employment nor 
important centers of production. Rio 
San Juan had the highest illiteracy rate 

centers has also increased since 1982, 
and vaccination campaigns against 
malaria and polio have already been 
carried out. Improvements in providing 
electricity, housing, and potable'water 
have also been made, although those 
projects have definitely not been 
completed in the whole province. 

Impressions oj 

the Area 
We arrived in San Carlos in the early 

morning hours of January 5. The small 
town was desolate, but the noise of a 
television interrupted the tranquility of 
this dormant town. Our procession 
quietly scooted to a school house, 

Despite the accentuated domestic 
strains caused by the war and the 
fundamental problems which afflict 
every underdeveloped country, Paco 
was optimistic. What is fascinating is 
that this optimism has lasted so long. 
Four years is a long time for any 
revolutionary enthusiasm to be 
maintained. 

On a similar note, I had asked 
numerous people, mostly the organizers 
and militia people, whether they 
thought the contras would ever 
militarily defeat the Sandinistas. All 
responded with a definitive "no". 
asked why. Most responded with, "just 
ask the people." This invitation to freely 
inquire for myself was a show of 
confidence that the common 
Nicaraguan has no interest in seeing the 
return of the Somozistas. 

I 



1984: A50 anos... 
Sandino live I

1984: After 50 years, Sandino (above) lives. 

\ Muestro 
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It was here that Ernesto Cardenal, 
now Minister of Culture in the 
Government of National Reconstruc
tion, created a cultural center in the 
early 1970's. Within a communal 
atmosphere, Cardenal raised the 
religious and political consciousness of 
the local popUlation by preaching the 
gospel and applying it to the realities of 
their lives. This is known as Liberation 

contingent arrived. This major military 
victory boosted the low morale of the 
companeros in the hills. Today, that 
date, October 13, 1977, is glorified as 
the beginning of the revolution. 

The last two days were spent traveling 
back to Managua. Vivid memories were 
already in play; the ruins of Managua; 
the vibrant town of San Carlos in its 
reconstruction, music performed by 
young revolutionaries and a traditional 
dance done by two little Nicaraguan 
girls in the town's Cultural Center; the 
physical satisfaction of our work; the 
islands' serene setting; and the 
community of Solintiname. Most 
importantly, the trip offered the visitor 
first-hand experiences of Nicaragua's 
political history which simply could not 
be conveyed ina textbook. Fortunately, 
the trip did not fully satiate my curiosity 
of and interest in Nicaragua. A return 
trip is necessary. 

~ "I Theology. Moreover, prominent Latin 
. American authors such as Gabriel 

Garcia Marquez, Julio Cortizar, and 
~ ICarlos Fuentes spent time in this 
" cultural retreat. 

! I It was from this island, on October 
f. 13,1977, that 22 Sandinistas including 3 

women of which one was Nubia herself, 
staged a military assault on the National 
Guard's army barracks in San Carlos. 
As the story goes, the surprise attack 
killed 30 of the 50 Guardsmen and 
enabled the rebels to hold the town for 5 
hours before a new National Guard by Laurent Ehrmann 

"--,--________ 
Roberto, a 15 year old militiaman, 

took the last night-shift after Paco. The 
following conversation ensued. 
Raoul asks, "have you ever been to the. 
border to fight the contrasT' 
Roberto answers, "si." 
"Did you ever kill a contra?" 
"Si" 
"How did you feel?" 
"Tranquil, it is necessary for Nicaragua, 
Libre." 

"CardenaJ raised the religious 
and political conscioumess of 
the local population by 
preaching the gospel and 
applying it to the realities of 
their lives. " 

On our last night in Nicaragua, I ran: 
into a man who was at odds with the 
Sandinistas. After having met so many 
FSLN supporters, this was an 
interesting surprise. He drove a truck 
which carried water to the hotel we were 
staying at. We spoke amongst a group 
of Americans and Nicaraguans. 
Basically, although he was very content 

"Our people will overcome!" 

economically6ecause of what hIs labor 
union had done, he verbally argued and 
wrote in my travel-journal that there 
was no political freedom in Nicaragm,. 
Ironically, if one defines political 
freedom as the ability to openly criticiz(: 
a government or organization, he wa!; 
exercising his political freedom. Mort: 
ironic was that he was able to write his 
thoughts in my book only because of the 
1980 National Literacy Crusade which 
had taught him how to read and write~ 

On January 7th, after our group wa~· 
split up, seventeen of us were boated td 
the islands of Zapote and Zapotillll 
where we expected to finish our stay i~ 
the fields. These are only two of nearl)' 
50 islands which comprise the' 
Archipelago de Solintiname in the 
extreme southern corner of Lake 
Nicaragua. 

Both islands are state farms 
experimenting with varieties of 
produce. The goal of the project is to 
diversify the local population's diet 
which presently consists of rice and 
beans. They are experimenting with 
onions, tomatoes, squash, carrots, 
cabbage, raddishes, and potatoes. The 
only inhabitants on the two islands were 
Don Carlos, his wife, Miguel, 
Auxiliadora, her husband Hulio, and 
Rufino. 

Mter the first morning in the fields, it 
became obvious that our hosts were not 
interested in working us as much as we 
had expected. In the 6 days we spent on 
the islands, we only worked a 
combination of 3 days. The rest of the 
time was spent touring around the 
island, visiting the island of M oncarron, 
or getting smashed on Nicaragua's rum. 
The island's abundance of orange, 
grapefruit and lemon trees provided us 
with premium mixers. 

The work, whenever we did some, 
was strenuous. The day began at 6:00 

AM with the rising sun. After another 
meal of rice and beans ... rice and 
beans ... rice and beans ... and more rice 
and beans, each meal, every day for 13 
days, we followed Miguel up into the 
fields. . 

The work consisted of weeding a 3 
acre potatoe field. The weeds-planaitos 
and other jungle-like gnarled 
vegetation-were nothing comparable to 
the weeds found in our tamed North 
American gardens. We had to assault it 
with machetes. 

The amount of labor and time needed 
to continuously keep up these fields is 
enough to make one wonder how much, 
if any, progress can ever be made. I have 
also gotten a taste for what it is like to be 
a peasant or farmer. Eight hours under 

a tropical sun, always crouched to get to 
the vegetation, and a 50¢ wage 
(although we weren't paid) is not 
compatible with comfortable North 
American lifestlyes. 

The lunch break was from 12:00 noon 
to 2:00 pm. Lunch, as always, was rice 
and beans, rice and beans, and more rice 
and beans. Raoul found some tomatoe 
sauce to create a delicacy. Mter lunch, 
we went back to continue our assault of 
the vegetation. 

The experience was extremely 
satisfying. Firstly, we weeded the whole. 
field. It is always satisfying to know that 
a project is completed and well done. 
Secondly, after a morning's work, 
Raoul, Brandon, and I would take a 
wooden raft out into the lake. Within a 
Huckleberry Finn context, we soused 
ourselves with buckets of water. We 
avoided actual swims fearing the much. 
talked about fresh water sharks of Lake 
Nicaragua. Thirdly, the physical beauty' 
of the island and its horizon was enough 
to satisfy any person. Each sunset was a 
showering of varieties of colors with. 
light or sometimes violent cloud' 
formations, all wrapped around or in 
between three volcanos sitting in Costa 
Rica. Lastly, this was revolutionary 
Nicaragua. 

One day we were given the special 
priviledge ·of visiting the island of 
Moncarron; an island of special 
historical and cultural importance. 
Nubia Guevera, the wife of Allihandro 
Guevera, Minister of the Rio San Juan 
province, gave us a formal tour. 
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"8 hours on this thing, I think we were gipped." 
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A service available to students 
which allows them to I'tIceive 
confidential health clire in a 
supportive and non,-threatening 
atmosphere. 

. Our Services! 
• Birth Control Counseling for 
both Men and Women 

·Gynecological Exams 
·V.D. Testing 
·Diagnosis and treatment of 
sexually tra'nsmitted diseases 

•Contraceptives 
·Pregnancy Testing 

We are located in the 
Health Service Office 
in Campus Center South. 
We are open in 
the evenings. 
For dates, times and 
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appointmen~s, .call the 
Health .Service Office 

at 253-5450. 
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Open to all students . 
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ARTS FOCUS 
The Haunting Work ofMunch 

by Amy McCoy 
As the lines of a good poem return 

again and again to haunt the mind, so 
the works of Edvard Munch cannot' 
fail to leave a mark .. .in celebration of 
its 10th anniversary the Neuberger 
Museum provides the Purchase 
community with the unique 
0pp0rlunity to view over 90 prints of 
this famous Norwegian Artist. 

Continuing through March 25, this 
exhibition renders the metamorohoses 

of this tortured artist through his 
works... works that deal with the 
recurring themes of jealousy, sickness, 
and fear. 

((With his ingenious 
talent for woodcuts, 
Munch had created a 
jagged, aggressive, 
immediate portrayal 
ofpure helplessness. " 

Born in 1863, Edvard Munch 
rerpresents a break with the 
traditimlal, primary ideas of art of that 
period. His intense pessimism found 
expression through a flirtation with 
such techniques as drypoint, etching, 
lithograph, and woodcut. Munch 
achieved great mastery in 
printmaking, and is hailed as a 
vanguard of German Expressionism. 

Munch was 30 when he began his 
career as a printmaker. As most of his 
works portray a preoccupatiqn with 
sickness and death, or a sort of sexual 
disquietude, Munch's works were 
shunned and condemned. His infamy 
must have seemed to him par for the 
course, accustomed as he was to such 
thoughts, "Disease, insanity and death 
were angels that tended my cradle, and 
since have followed me." 

For most of his life Munch was 
plagued with ill health. Besides being 
afflicted with rheumatic fever, he 
eventually fell prey to a nervous 
breakdown. Yet throughout his life 
his spirit for adventure and 
experimentation led him ever onward. 
Munch is famous for developing an 
ingenious Jechnique for printing the 
color woodcut-such as Man's Head 
on Woman's Hair. This print, along 
with 12 others taken from an 
unpublished series called The Mirror, 
can be seen at the Neuberger. 

Also available for perusal is a 
lithographic version of The Scream. 
In this work Munch has encapsulated 
the power of organic form as a 
provocative thing. He has trans~erred 

created a jagged, aggressive, 
immediate portrayal of pure 
hel plessness. 

Organized by the ,Harvard 
University Art Museums, this 
exhibition is a must for all to see. The 
Neuberger Museum will also present 
four films relating to the life and art o( 
Edvard Munch. The first such film; 
entitled Eduard Munch, will be shown 
on Sunday, February 5, at noon and 3 
pm in the Humanities Building 
Auditorium. This film portrays the 
personal life and work of the artist 
within the social, historical, and 
cultural milieu of Germany and 
Scandinavia at the turn of the century. 

A second film, Eduard Munch, will 

1 beshown on Sunday, February 12, at I 
pm and 3 pm in the Museum Study.

I This film portrait offers a perspective 
= of the artist's life through a visit to his 
li native Aargardstrand in Norway andi an analysis of his art. It also examines 

Munch's relationship to leading 
literary and musical figures of the 

Munch's "The Screa.m" period, notably Isben and Strindberg, 
a moment ot pass:lon, anxiety, into a as well as his innovations in the 
landscape. The weightless, sexless, graphic arts. 
disembodied face is soundless; the The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari will be 
agony of the scream is reverberated in piayed on Sunday, February 19, at I 
the landscape. With' his ingenious and 3 pm in the Museum Study. The 
talent for woodcuts, Munch had original slory, intended to be protest 

~•.. 
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A lex Feinstein reviewing M ullch 

against Germany 's political state, was 
altered by the producer to become the 
tale of the delusions of a madman 
imprisoned in an asylum run by Dr. 
Caligari. The fourth film, The Blue 
Angel, will be shown on Sunday , 
February 26, at I and 3 pm in the 
Museum Study. Introducing Marlene 
Dietrich, this famous early sound film 
traces the ' tragic yearnings of - a 
respectable professor for a nightclub 
singer. This expressionist film also 
offers a close look at Germany during 
the 1920's. 

Call 914-253-5133 for information. 
Museum hours are Tuesday through 
Friday from 10-4, Saturday and 
Sunday from 1-5. Admissioll and 
parking are always free. 
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The Tradition of Constructivism: 

Sculpture from the Permanent 
Collection continues through April 15 
at the Neuberger Museum. Primarily 
gifts to the Museum of George and 
Edith Rickey, these works illustrate 
the influence Contructivism has on 
the arts today. Artists Naum Gabo, 
Max Bill, Francois Bachet, John 
Goodyear, Jesus Rafael Soto, Hans 
Haacke, and Gunther Vecker are 
presented. 

The Visiting Artist Lecture Series 
will present Richard Bosman, 
painter/ printmaker, on Thursday, 
February 9, at II :30 in the Perception 
Lab, room 1016, Visual Arts Building. 

Judy Gordon, painter, will talk on 
Thursday, February 16 at II :30 in the 
Perception Lab, room 1016, Visual 
Arts Building. 

The Purchase Experimental 
eater (P.E.T.), is holding a 
mbership meeting and would like 

o welcome and encourage all 
bers of the campus community to 
and share any ideas and interests. 

E.T. is off to a new start this year and 
fast becoming the center for 

nterdivisional theater on campus. 
is is an exciting opportunity to 

e involved in all aspects of 
eater, from acting and directing to 
'oduction and crew work. The 

ting will be held on Tuesday, 
ary 7, at 4:30 P.M., in the P.E.T. 
, room 0017, basement of the 

umanities building. 

Richard Wollheim, Professor of 

The exhibition Louis 
Tiffany'S Brilliance in Glass opens on 
February 7 and continues through 
April 15 at the Neuberger Museum. 
This exhibition focuses on the Tiffan 
windows in the North Baptist Church 
in Port Chester, NY and features 
of these panels made by Tiffany GI 
and Decorating Company in 1898. 
Also included are photographs which 
illustrate the techniques Tiffany 
developed through his experimenta
tion in glass. 

Philharmonia Virtuosi, conducted by 
Richard Kapp, will be performed on 
Sunday, February 12 at 3:00 p.m. i 
Theater A, Center for the Arts. The 
program includes Mozart's Violin 
Concerto No.5 in A, Concerto in 
Major by Vivaldi, and four folk tunes 
by Percy Grainger. Featured is Eugene 
Fodor, violin virtuoso, in the world 
premier of George Walker's Violin 
Concerto. 

Sybil Barten, Ass'ociate Professor of 
Psychology, will deliver a talk on The 
Aesthetic Mode of Consciousness on 
February 16, as part of the Letters and 
Science Creativity Lecture Series. 

What constitutes an aesthetic 
orientation? Do artists experience the 
world differently from non-artists? Is 
it possible to i.nduce an aesthetic mode 
of consciousness? These and other 
questions are addressed through 
research comparing the descriptions 
of objects given by artists and 
scientists, and through the 
examination of personal accounts 
given by artists. 

::;" .-. 

Philosophy at University College, 
London and Columbia University, 
will give a talk entitled Painting as an 

rt, as part of the Philosophy Lecture 
ries sponsored by the Humanities 
vision and James A. Greenwood. 

lecturewill be held in the Theater 
Gallery of the Neuberger Museum on 
February 14 at 8:30 pm. Admission is 
free. 

The lecture The Art of Life and the 
Life of Art in Revolutionary Russia 
will be presented on Saturday, 
February II from 10 am to noon by the 
Neuberger Museum. Dr. Gail 
Harrison Roman, art history faculty at 

assar College will give this lecture as 
part of the Museum's Saturday 
Seminars / A rt in Context series of 
lectures and workshops in 
conjunction with the current 
exhibition The Tradition of 
Constructivism: Sculpture from the 
Permanent Collection. 

Tickets for the lecture are $5.00 for 
the general public, $3.00 for Friends of 
the Neuberger Museum. A box lunch 
will be offered after the lecture by 
reservation. Call 914-253-5134 during 
business hours for information and to 

"Ossie and Ruby: Walking the Words," an evening of readings and scenes by the 
acclaimed acting duo, Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee, will be presented at the SUNY Purcahse 
acclaimed acting duo, Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee, will be presented at the SUNy Purchase 
Center for the Arts on Saturday, March 3 at 8:00 p.m. Mr. Davisand Ms. Dee will read 
from their own works as well as from a select group of folktales, anecdotes, plays and 
novels as part of the General Foods/SUNY Purchase Benefit Series. 

HEAR-TO-HELP 
HOTLINE 

New Orchestra of Westcheste~ will ANDperform on Saturday, February 18 at 
8:00 p.m. in Theater A, Center for the DROP-INArts. Conducted by Paul Dunkel, the 
program for the evening will be SERVICES
Wagner's Overture to Die 
Meistersinger, Concerto in A Major 
for Violin and Orchestra by Dvorak, 
and Concerto for Orchestra by Bartok. 253 -5083
Soloist Midori Goto, violin. Student 
Rush tickets are available. 4 pm.-2 am. M-F Rooms 1019 & 1021 

6 pm.-2 am. S & S Social Sciences Bldg. 
Raphael Trio will perform in the The Hear-To-Help Hotline Drop-in Center is a student-staff 
Recital Hall of the Music Building on counseling service available for tbe student-staff counseling service 
thursday, February 16, at 8:00 pm. available for the students of SUNY Purchase. 
Admission is free . Daniel Epstein, Trained, experienced Purcbase students will talk with you on a 
piano; Charles Castleman, violin; and completely confidential basis. We can also make referrals to other 
Susan Salm, cello. For further services in the Westchester area. information, please contact the 

Come to us before your problem becomes a crisis. We are here as a Division of Music, (914) 253-5031. 
short-term intervention service. 

Styles, Directed by William Foeller, Loneliness? Depression? Rommate troubles? School hassles? Family 
will be performed at the Dance Lab problems? No problem is too small or too big. 
Theater on February 14 through 18. We encourage you to use this peer counseling service. 
An experimental, improvisationally
created theater piece, Styles illustrates ALL. SERVICES ARE STRICTLY the acting styles actors must adapt for 
plays representing various historical CONFIDENTIALperiods. 

For further information and 
reservations, please call the Center for 
Arts Box Office, (914) 253-5900. J' 

- Winner Best Film 
Cannes Film Festival irresistible•••" 

THE STORY OF THREE FAMILIES" 
SEARCH FOR FREEDOM. 

~.C4Ictus J: "" AG 

"The movie is .

COMEDY 
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The Yaseen Show: A Wealth of Art 
by Alex Feinstein Ranging from cubist landscape to 


How shamefully tragic it is to think 
 non-objective action painting, the 
that many of the world's greatest Yaseen collection works like a small 
works of art are hidden, in the survey of modern art. But what of 
seclusion of private collections, from contemporary art? The answer is 
public view. Often tucked far and found in the exhibition's most 
inaccessibly away in the privacy ot striking painting, Leonard 
living rooms and the intimacy 01 Koscianski's 1983 oil entitled Nipand
bedrooms are generally unknown Tuck. Compared to the Yaseen's 
masterpieces, fated to fall upon the Chaim Sou tine painting of 1920 Trees 
gaze of only a priviledged few. But at Ceret, with its fiery and explosive 
now through April 15th we can enjoy setting, Koscianski's piece is actually 
a rare peek at selections from the not as alien as it seems, in context with 
Yaseen family collection, hanging in the rest of the collection. But because 

..... ......the West Gallery of the Neuberger of its scathing contemporaneity, 
Museum. Through the boundless Koscianski's frightening surrealist 
generosity of Leonard and Helen image of ferocious wolfhounds, at the 
Yaseen, we can browse through an heels of an absurdly bright red pig, 
exhibition of a little more than a dozen may stay with the viewer much longer 
works, and relish a sizable breadth of than Soutine's brilliant forest or any 
modern art. Each painting or pastel in other work in the exhibition. 
the collection represents some of the Koscianski has painted an unsettling
finest ideas of important periods in picture of the hunters and the hunted, 
art, ranging from French Impression the bloodthirsty victors and the 
ism to Surrealism to - Abstract victimized-indeed a harrowing 
Expressionism to today. portrait of our age. 

Radiating from the center of this 
splendid show is August Renoir's From Renoir to Koscianski, the 
Mlle. Christine Lerolle. Glowing remarkable Yaseen collection 
from Renoir's usual soft and colorful presently at the Neuberger Museum 
palleue, this lovely portrait almost exhibits some of the best of the lovely 
effortlessly suggests the warmth of its and the violent, the old and the new. 
subject and the tender, pass-ionate Purchase has been lucky to have the 
hand of the painter. The same sensual If Degas' subjects float free in space, Odilon Redon's Hippocampes. In support of the Yaseen family. Their 
feeling and delicate touch is contained so do Claude Monet's magnificent Redon's small pastel" the observer influence and kind contribution have 
in one of the many great works on water lilies. Near the end of his life, floats serenely with the images of .in the past, and will in the future, 
paper in the exhibition. Edgar Degas' Monet turned his own Japanese sea horses and disembodied eyes, a bring us the best, in not only art 
charcoal Deux Danseuses Evoluant is garden into an extraordinary series of dream-world filled with the exhibitions like this one, but in 
a wonderful study in elegance. Like paintings-paintings which created a incongruous shapes and symbols of unparalleled lecture series as well. We 
the bulk of Degas' work, this sketchy new universe, supported on the petals the ocean of the imagination. From and the surrounding communities 
piece concentrates on the graceful of water lilies and the placidity of his the sOft and unstationary universe of hope they will be around for a long 
form of dance and dancers. ponds. The 1920 Water Lilies in the Redon, the Yaseen collection extends time. 

Yaseen collection is a rather early and to the hard and rooted one of Yves 
experimental example in the series, Tanguy. Four of Tanguy's small, 
but a superb sample of Monet's search boney landscapes, which recede into 
for the essence of light and color and infinity, are on display. Standing 
our visual perception of the two. hollow and meaningless, his strange 

From the ephemeral world of Monet objects are perhaps ruins of our, or 
one can move across the gallery and some unknown, civilization of the 
fall into the metaphysical world of De unconscious. Tanguy's tiny surreal 
Chirico. The Delights of the Poet, masterpieces, collectively titled, The 
painted by the great Giorgio De Prodigal Never Returns, are 
Chirico is one of the Yaseen's proudest fascinating reflections on our past, our 
possessions. This rare and mysterious present, and even our future. . 
painting of dreamlike intensity is Also included in the show are the 
typical of De Chirico's intriguing art. likes of such modern masters as Andre 
It's melancholic and lonely plaza, Derain, Paul Klee, Marc Chagall, 
distant locomotive departing with our Pablo Picasso, Jackson Pollock, and 
thoughts, and long and ominous Ernst Kirchner. Kirchner's wild 
shadows cast across the boundaries of German expressionism is doubly 
time and space, all mirror the displayed as his vibrant painting 

_unconscious frontiers of the mind and Couple Under 'Japanese· Umbrella 
its fear of the unknown. hangs in a two-sided booth, revealing . ... 

The De Chirico is perfectly ;10 unfinished work on the reverse side 
"Small Portrait with Four Blae" Squares" complimented by symbolist artist of the canvas. "The Prodigal Never Returns" 

a.nd Soundtracks hour with John schedule. 

Young. These are just a select few; All in all, WPUR has a lot to offer in 
A Plug For The Station 
there are well over twenty~five 	 all areas. However, without feedback 

from the student populace, the effortBy Kevin Davidson clubs that you will never go to. No ads different shows to choose from. So 
that is put into the station is all inI'll be honest with you, Purchase about hamburgers, sodas or zits. The variety is pretty well covered, with 
vain. Therefore, any questions,people: this is a plug for our radio only interruptions are the Drs Motown, Fusion, Funk, Rap, Soul, 
comments, criticisms, and/or requestsstation. It would be foolish for me to ·readouts of playlists and current Pop, and Country. Each day offers 
are welcomed. Check out our springdeny it. The truth is that I've written events, along with quips on music approximately 5-7 hours of music, 
broadcasting schedule, give us a listen, this to get you all to listen to WPUR artists here and there. Because the with some DJ talk thrown in here and 
and feel free to call us. WPUR is your590 am. But what's wrong with that? I students have almost absolute freedom there. 
college .radio station, and you are a II mean, the radio station is on campus, in what they choose to hear over the Another strength of WPUR college 
part of It.and is a service for roeryone here at air, the music played is less radio station is that it is a means of 

Purchase. Therefore, everyone should obnoxiously commercial or album expression and communication for 
try to listen to it (at least once a week!) oriented. Listeners will hear more of the students. Information about If you are having trouble receiving 
There are other reasons why you the songs that they want to hear, songs campus events can be heard over the WPUR, here is what you need to do to 
should listen to it, besides the fact that that commercial stations are afraid to radio, along with Comments on school improve the situation: attach a wire to 
it is our school radio station. I mean, it play, ' for risk of losing money. On policies and student issues, . world the back of your receiver where it is 
is our school radio station, and it is WPUR, you'll hear a wide variety of news and more. Each day, fifteen marked am antenna. Attach the other 
student-run, but people fail to see that music, such as Reggae with Adotei, minutes before the start of the first end of the wire to the screw that is on 
it has a lot to offer as such. Dance music with Jennifer Wyland, show, students can hear world, local your plug-socket plate. You have now 

For one thing, there are no Tarik's Rock-n-Roll show, Darlene's and campus news. A new weekly show grounded your stereo, and WPUR 
commercial interruptions; no Comedy/Hits-from-the-past. You'll focusing on student-life issues,-a should come in loud and clear. And 
obnoxious overplayed advertisements hear John Klima's Hardcore, Josh mixture of music, interviews and neW ·apartment dwellers, take heartl 
for the beer that you hate and the cars McKibble playing great rowdy music phone-in comments, has recently been WPUR will also soon be available to 
hal. you have no money for, or the and blues, and even one Showtunes added to WPUR's programming you. We will keep you posted: 
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The " Cardiac Kids" Won't Quit 

by Laurent Ehrmann 

The Purchase Men's Basketball team, 
after finishing the first half of the season 
lest semester with an extraordinary 8-3 
record, is confident that their success 
will continue. 

"We're all extremely pleased with 
what happened last semester, but ,in 
many respects, we're going to have a 
tougher time this semester" explained 
Coach Artie Epstein. "That doesn't 
mean we can't meet the challange." 

Indeed the Panthers will have to play 
their last 14 games in 22 days. Not only 
that, but all but three games will be 
played at home. This will invariably 
drain the players physically. In 
addition, not all 13 players will make 
each ,away game, forcing the physical 
and psychological responsibility on the 
regulars. 

Moreover, the victims of the 
Panthers' onslaught last semester wiU 
be looking for revenge this semester. 
First rate teams such as SUNY Old 
Westbury, SUNY Stonybrook, and 
SUNY Manhattanville, who were all 
sent home unvictorious and 
embarassed, will enjoy their home-

Editorial-
would like to clarify all 

misunderstandings concerning the three 
articles written last semester which 
portray the Frisbee team as a young 
·socialist revolutionary group. 
Apparently there has been some. 
confusion and anxiety created by these 
articles. As the writer of those articles, I 
feel clarification is necessary. 

Firstly, the team is by no means 
affiliated with any established socialist 
organization . Although some 
individuals on the team may agree with 
the tenets of socialism, it is not a 
reflection of an official ideological 
stand of the team. Some team members 
are staunch capitalists, and others 
simply do not care. However, as a 
member of the team, the reaction of my 
teammates to these articles has been 
supportive. 

Originally, my intention was to 
change the traditional cut and dry 
interpretation of sports or frisbee and, 
in essence, make it provocative. I'm glad 
it has worked. Moreover, I attempted to 
make a mockery of the political rhetoric 
so pervasive in this country. Also, I just 
had some plain old fun with it. 

I regret that some readers were 
insensitive to this writer's intentions. 

T,he Winter's 

, . Ultimate 

The Purchase Ultim'ate Frisbee team 

has recently begun its 3rd consecutive 
winter season. The team hopes to 
continue its success and maintain the 
notoriety of being a tough and 
competitive regional team. 

Until the weather permits, practices 
and games will be held in the gym. 
Practices are on Tuesdays from 9:00 
PM to II :00 PM and, games will be on 
Saturdays from 12 noon to 3:00 PM. All 
those interested in this new and 
dynamic sport, whether beginner or 
expert, are welcomed. Come to a 
practice or a game,' and / or contact the 
faithful Coach Mike Farnham at 253
9724. 
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court advantage in attempts to redeem 
themselves. The Panthers will also have 
to face excellent teams such as Division 
I 'Brooklyn College, Lehman, and 
Hunter. 

"Competition is always tough, but 
our attitude is good,"explained Mike 
Poole at the last practice before the 
team's Jan. 28th game against St. 
Joseph's. 

Since January 28th, the Panthers 
beat St. Joseph's by a 20 point margin, 
lost to Division I Brooklyn College by 
the same margin, then beat Western 
Connecticut (58-57), New Patlz (75-73), 
and Medgar Evans College (86-79). 

At the New Paltz Hawk Classic last 
Friday and Saturday, the Panthers won 
both their games (New Paltz and 
Medgar Evans). It was the first time 
ever that the Panthers came in first in 
tournament play. Moreover, it was the 
first time a Purchase player was the 
recipient of the Most Valuable Player 
award. 

The game against New Paltz was 
characteristic of the team's style of play. 
Once again the Panthers came from 
behind to win. And allain. the marlrin of 

victory was within two points. Of the 
last 14 games, the Panthers have won 6, 
each by one or two point margins, and 5 
games by coming from behind. This has 
earned them the name "Cardiac Kids." 

Against New Paltz, the Kids trailed 
by 17 with 6 minutes remaining in the 
game. A tenacious straight up man-to
man defense enabled the Panthers to tie 
the score at 73 with 00: 18 showing on 
the clock. 

Mike Gaines' tum around jumper at 
00:01 was the clincher. Gaines, high 
scorer with 23 points, was later voted 
MVP of the tourney. 

Against Medger Evans College, it 
was a strong pressure defense that 
carried the game, and the bench, 
specifically the excellence provided by 
Darrin James and Kelvin Vann, gave 
the team its 3rd victory in a row. They 
are now 12-4. 

THE NEXT HOME GAMES ARE 
THIS TU ESDA Y (7TH) AND 
THURSDAY (9TH) AGAINST 
HERBERT LEHMAN AND NEW 
PALTZ. COME PARTICIPATE IN 
THE ACTION! 

A New Twist Of Fate?
- . 

by Eva Papp 

The Purchase' Women's Basketball 
team, coached by Claudia Stabile, 
started off the semester with a 61-49 win 
over St. Joseph's College. This, the, 
Panther's fourth win, brought to a close 
a 10 game losing streak. 

The outlook for the second half of the 
season was not promising due to a 

Jennifer Coon displaying more than talent 
I , 

conspicuous lack of players. With the 
loss of Vickie Stansberry, a graduated 
senior, and several other team members 
due to academic dificulties, the team 
travelled with only six players, one of 
whom was sick and unable to play. 

As the game started, the St. Joseph's 
team quickly surged ahead with a 12 
point lead. Purchase seemed to be 
suffering from a general lack of 

communication flow between its 
players. There were not a few turn
overs, and the Panther Women's 
general unwillingness to shoot the ball 
in those first minutes contributed to 
Purchase's inability to score. 

But as the Panthers 

•~ ..,o 

S 
Forward Eva }lapp with an "In your face!" 

i up, and with the late arrival of guard 
eDiane Rizzo, the women started playi~ 
'='a little ball of their own. Center Trina 
1 Carter was outstanding in the use of her 
.., lanky arms. With 24 rebounds, 4 steals 
Sand 2 blocked shots, Ms. Carter 

dominated the floor. Mae "Babe" 
Gerardi contributed 9 points and 14 
rebounds to make her debut of the 
season after sitting out last semester to 
strengthen her academics. Guard Diane 
Rizzo made up for her late arrival by 
netting 22 points, the team's high, as 
well as pulling down 2 rebounds and 
snagging 3 steals. Forward Jen Coon 
managed to hit 10 points and retrieve 17 
rebounds while sustaining four fouls 
throughout the entire second half. 
Forward Eva Papp completed the line
up with 16 points and II rebounds. 

AFTER 11 GAMES-RECORD OF 8-3 

Purchase Panthers vs. 

Upsula College (58-78) 

Misericordia (71-58) 

SUNY Manhattanville (70-59) 

John Jay (71-69) 

Mt. Saint Vincent (71-69) 

Pratt (86-77) 

SUNY Old Westbury (58-57) 

SUNY Stonybrook (66-65) 

N.Y.U. (74-85) Overtime 
Misericordia (84-74) 
Baruch (76-78) 

Basketball: Schick 
Hoops 

Co-recreation 3 

Super 

on 3 

11 Super 

basketball 
tournament. Rosters: Available at the 
Cage. Maximum of 5 players. Deadline 
is Wednesday, February 15th. Meeting: 
All teams must have at least one 
representative at the organizational 
meeting on Thursday February 16th at 
7:00 pm. in 3rd floor lounge in gym. 
Tournament will be held the week of 
February 20th. Free Schick razors and 
sweatbands. For more info. Call Mary 
Levine at 253-5022. (Watch for the 
Softoalt Series coming March 9th). 

J 

Trina Carter and those lanky arms 

The Women's Basketball team still 
has quite a number of games to play 
before the end of the season. Of these 
only three are home games. The support 
of the college community would be 
much appreciated as the women face a 
tough schedule this next semester. 

Special Thanks to the Junior Acting 
Company for their enthusiastic and 
much appreciated support during 
Wednesday night's game. 



______________________ _ 

Editorial- Lose-n'ern Out the Back Door 
The Academic Review Committee just passed a proposal which states that · 

·students who have been officially placed on probation are required to cease extra 
curricular activities in the hopes that they win concentrate on their studies during 
the semester of probation." Taking a realistic view of things, these expectations 
seem rather optimistic and somewhat superficial. 

The main problem with the proposal is its underlying assumption, that students 
do poorly because they don't have enough time to study. In my experience it has 
always been true that students do poorly, not because of a lack of time, but 
because of an . inability to manage time properly. In other words, too much 
partying. 

If this is indeed the case, if students are getting on probation because they can't 
seem to sit doWn and study, are we treating the problem in passing such a proposal 
or rather indulging in a bit of hand slapping? Besides, who says that once students 
are deprived of their extra-curricular activities that they wiD then sit down and 
study? What's to keep them from getting involved in other things? Sports, student 
organizations and RA positions start looking pretty respectable when compared to 
some of the other activities conege students tend to indulge in. Which is all to say, if 
students are going to be doing other things besides studying, why not let those 
things be worthwhile. 

Now other reasons exist for doing poorly besides a lack of time and an inability to 
manage that which we have. Depression is a prime example, and close to the 
hearts of all Purchase People. And here's the thing, involvement is a wonderful 
antidote for the blues. Even if getting one's mind off one's problems doesn't work 
the magic, being exposed to other slightly neurotic individuals does. There's 
nothing like working with crazy people to make someone feel better about 
themself. And Lord knows that getting involved around Purchase means meeting 

some of those. 
But there's another angle to this which is quite curious, wen, not really. And that 

is, that many of our student leaders are on probation. I hear it's rumored that at 
one time the Student Senate had six such individu~s, and I know for a fact that The 
Load has had its share through the years. So what's a mother to do? 

I find it hard to accept the fact that the r~n for this phenomena is that these 
students are lacking in intelligence. In this situation it seems that time is something 
of a faCtor. 

Anyone who is going to get involved and do a good job in what they are doing is 
going to have time problems. It seems that the way the situation is set up, the only 
way probation can be avoided is if a student does a mediocre job in her/his extra
curricular activity. This means having organizations that can barely float, and are 
not run efficiently enough to meet the needs of the student body. There seems to 
be some kind 'of trade-off going on here, between the good of the individual student 
and that of the student body. And where is the alternative? 

It seems that there must be some way in which the administration could be more 
supportive of involved students. The idea of credit for extra-curricular activity 
always meets with a lot of objection, but there are ways of making such an 
arrangement legitimate. If fact, I'm sure that several things could be worked out if 
the administration and faculty took this dilemma seriously. 

If Purchase is to flourish in the future it will need a contingent of capable students 
working to make that happen. The Powers that Be need to examine whether or 
not their present policies encourage such a body of students, or well nigh make it 
impossible for them to exist. The welfare of Purchase lies in more than just its paid 
staff, and the sooner this fact is realized and addressed, the sooner Purchase will 
stop loosing its students leaders, out the back door. 

Getting Rid 

of the Old Man 


by Stefano Maria Baratti 
It appears rather odd that the controversy which a 

few months ago seemed to be a traumatic cutback 
within the Suny budget - as decreed by the 
Legislature - and what caused various faculty 
members or even en tire departmen ts to fear academic 
dismissals, retrenchments and disintegration, has 
now been quickly transcended. Governor Cuomo's 
visit to Suny Purchase, in conjunction wilh 
President Grebstein's dramatic speech in front of an 
angry audience - revealing the complex and 
elaborated filigree lying beneath the budget cuts 
opened the floodgates to almost every imaginable 
form of resentment: frustration and anxiety 
originated from all quarters of both faculty and staff 
personnel, calling public attention to the 
established pallerns of contemporary political 
behavior. 

A few months later we learned that it was either a 
false alarm or a bad joke. Yet, for some teachers in 
small, unpopular departments, whose positions and 
programs are always on the verge of being 
discontinued, whose academic lives are rather a 
promenade across the country in search of 
employment, for these individuals a budget cut is 
nothing original or recondite, but something
entirely commonplace. Often they feel themselves to 
be the victims of the displacing mechanism; any 
small or temporary financial breakdown makes 
them candidates for the blacklist, while their 
departments become an easy target for "auctioneers" 
who downplay their significance, credibility and 
academic reputation. 

These methods, namely the monopoly of the 
contemporary educational system, seem to become 
more and more familiar and tangential to the 
processes by which we ordinarily aquire or 
distribute knowledge. What, in fact, characterizes 
the popularity of a program, apart from its social or 
cultural ramifications, is the availability of funds for 
its gestation. It follows that the college of your 
choice may not offer an alternative study for your 
interest, due to a budgetary freeze of the state's 
revenues. In sum, the measure of judgement in the 
life span of a curriculum is, above all, a quantitative 
one, merely a mailer of dollars. In the meantime, 
while the student can easily change his mind about a 
subject and can promptly register for another class 
in a mailer of seconds, a teacher is pitifully engaged 
in a game of trying to regain his or her job. This 
could be a mailer of months, if not years, provided 
that the teacher is above the age of fifty and, say, a 
professor of Italian or Latin and/or a staunch 
defender of the Classics ... an adventure which is 

certainly not cushioned with comIort and, as is 
generally the case, results in irreparable 
humiliation. 

What lies at the foundation of all this, I suspect, is 
that the budget cuts have been enacted through other 
avenues of enforcement, which ultimately produce 
the same baleful effects, yet without forging 
momentary, massive opposition. It follows that, in a 
manner more ruthless than scholarly, while the 

Professor Eni'i during the shooting of "Vanitas. II 

overall design to endanger the structure of the Suny
system was nipped in the bud, at bollom, however, 
the threat was maintained in ways that kept us 
oblivious to its persistence. 

Who, in fact, would notice that certain 
departments are, slowly but methodically, 
disappearing or becoming a ' connoisseur-like 
taxidermic collector's item, remote and aloof from 
wordly concerns? Who could care less if certian 
educators, presently out-fashioned scholars, whose 
domain was not limited to the professorial or 
tutorial chair, are now threatened by the financial 
games of our contempbrary "culture producers?" 

No one would notice, for instance, that at Suny 
Albany, the Art History department in order to 
survive must offer "easy-credit," large, all
embracing classes (something like "From 
Paleolithic cave design to Frank Stella," all in one 
shot) taught by one individual 'representing the 
entire department. Nobody would detect the slow, 
but corrosive effect inflicted on the Italian 
department, once flourishing with a full-fledged 
curriculum, now enclosed within the Spanish 
program (the so-called "Hispanic and Italian 
studies Department"), wh~re Italian teachers try to 
remold themselves as experts in Lope De Vega and 

Calderon d~ la Barca~ .. 
It's enough to spend some time researching·midst 

the Suny colleges scattered throughout the New 
York State to provide the empirical proof of the 
extended 'threats inflicted by the Governmental 
budget cuts. The paramount educational 
controversy of 1982, the apocalyptic prediction of a 
finanCial disaster, had no other office than to 
stimulate and produce a deeply ingrained fear in the 
intellectual life of the student. Of course, if by doing 
this ;e are moulding the future "down to earth, 
career-orierited" student, we are also banishing the 
popularity of certain fields of study; we achieve this 
by encouraging the lay-offs of able men and women, 
who, for the most part, dedicated their entire lives to 
teaching and noW, cannot fathom the idea of 
unemployment. 

One of these men, a sixty-two year old professor of 
Italian language and literature, now facing the bitter 
experience of retrenchment, agreed to become the 
protagonist of my senior thesis film. He could not 
renew his yearly contract and politely asked to leave 
his full-time office at Suny Albany. 

He first accepted to teach on a part-time basis, 
earning more or less what a workstudy student takes 
home for his/her extra expenses. Finally, after a few 
months of sending resumes all over America, even 
his last class was cancelled. Basically alone, 
widowed, and with a relatively small pension, his 
few prospects for the future seemed quite beclouded 
and hopeless. Teaching was everything for him and 
allempts to do otherwise -did not yield satisfactory 
results. Resignation became the customary practice 
of his daily existence, a rather humble way to turn 
his eyes homeward, growing tired of the search for a 
new lease on life. 

Cases like these, of course, are not widely 
anthol9gized nor made into issues which could 
cause lather or panic. Yet, the relationship between 
the aging factor in a teacher and ' the insecure, 
vanishing val ues of his/her department, seem to 
provide ample grounds for detecting a modern social 
and psychic malaise, namely the tendency we have to 
discard the possible link between a single case and a 
general truth, between the seemingly accidental and 
the plausible, contingent effect. To ignore, to foster 
apathy, and to deem invalid for yourself the 
condition of another individual, is partially a new 
cultural offspring of an era which tends to compute 
a problem for itself, by isolating data without trying 
to resort to the causes which generated it. 

By the same token, if we are unable to preserve a 
certain latitude of choices within our educational 
system, and if smaller departments will slowly be 
bound to disappear altogether with their teachers, 
no amount of progress in any field of study can 
succ~d. Budget cuts, to my mind, are not a simple 
temporary deficit, butrather the beginning of a new 
phase: .the monopoly of your culture, as it were, by 
the producers of an age which could delete either a 
file or a curriculum, a department or a man's job. 
George Orwell's Big Brother is, indeed, arQund the 
corner .... 

'l'be LoIId. I'ebnIar1 7, 1884 21 
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Administrator's Bane 
by Dennis Lombardi 

'l1here are certain problems that are seemingly 
endemic to the Purchase campus. Some of these, 
such as too many bricks or dreary food are often 
discussed, but are rarely the object of a concerted 
effort for change. Also in this category one might 
include the relationship bvetween students and the 
offices of Financial Aid and the Bursar. Anyone who 
has applied for financial aid, and this includes 75% 
of thestudent population, will undoubtedly have 
stories to tell about confusing forms, long lines, or 
less than civil treatment among other things. 
Similarly, the Bursar's office is frequently the scene 
of altercations over refunds, unpaid bills, and a 
variety of other woes. 

It is not the purpose of this writing to point a 
finger of accusation at individuals. It is clear that as 
often as not the student may be to blame for missing 
deadlines, failing to provide necessary information, 
or, and this is not uncommon, approaching the staff 
in these offices with a belligerent attitude. What is 
needed, it seems, is recognition on the part of 
students, staff and the administration of the 
magnitude of these problems so that they can begin 
to be addressed. 

The administration frequently refers to the 
attrition rate and seeks suggestions that would be 
helpful in retaining students. Since financial aid is 
so integral to the quality 0f life for a majorilY of 
students, it may be a good area (0 examin.e. . 

Students who depend on aid to manage their 
affairs during a semester frequently find no money 
forthcoming until well after the end of the lerm. 
Others, whose financial situations change 
drastically in mid-year, may find it necessary to take 
on fulHime jobs, cutting into their school work, and 
sometimes making it impossible to attend classes. 

There are no doubt as many different problems as 
there are students, but one thing ties them all 
together, a lack of coordination between the 
different departments managing money on campus. 
This can often have students running from one 
office to another and bacJ.again without ever having 
their problems satisfactorily resolved. If anyone has 
any suggestions on how to alleviate these problems 
please direct them to The Load care of this column, 
or to Dennis Lombardi, box 305, SUNY Purchase. 
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.Ann Landers 

At Purchase 


by Kevin Davidson 
Everyone has concerns. Whether its personal, 

geopolitical, or campus-based, everybody at one 
time or another sees something they feel needs to be 
worked on, changed, or kept from change. For that 
reason, this column has come into existence. 

I am ver'y .aware that there are problems with 
Purchase in particular, and that people want to 
voice them. Well, this is your chance to let out just 
what you're feeling; what needs to be improved, and 
if you have any definite ideas formulated, how to 
solve these currently existing problems. 

We've heard about the need for a student center, 
concerns over the budget cuts and tuition hikes, as 
well as strong feelings about changes in academic 
requirements, to mention only a few. There are other 
aspects of Purchase academic/ social college life that 
need to be pointed out as well. The only way to get 
anywhere, though, is to make your voices heard, and 
this is a place to start. 

This is to be a column of problems and solutions, 
questions and comments, ideas and concerns. Feel 
free to express whatever is on your mind, scholastic 
or personal, for this is to be your voice on campus. 

My goal is to organize your concerns, however 
random, in such a way that students and faculty are 
able to see that there are others who share their views, 
and that there is something we can do to improve 
these situations. Remember, though, that this 
cannot work without the help of the reader. 

Therefore, now that you have somewhere to direct 
your questions, comments, compliments, 
complaints, and general concerns, its time that you 
started writing them down and sending them to me 
at Student Concerns, care of The Load. Its time to 
give everyone something to think about. 

yo~ '3~-to 
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Ambling Continued-

Do Coca Leaves 

Really Grow Here? 


by Christopher M. Ragazzo 
Our caravan of four Americans, three Peruvians, 

(one of which was female, I was quick to notice) and 
three mules (all male), had finally come to rest at the 
bottom of a deep Andean valley. The sound of a 
rustling stream lured me down the winding; wet 
trail, while the sound of an overweighted mule, 
pressing at my heels, prompted me to keep a less 
than comforting pace. 

Having reached our campsite, I was informed, 
that although the rippling icy water may sl!ffice to 
quench my thirst, it would probably also contain 
enough micro-organisms and upstream cowshit to 
rot my sophisticated Westchester "gringo" 
plumbing system,(stated more simply "bowels"). 

Within the hour. I resigned to watching my long 
dreamed of fluid, my fantasized "perrier," boiled in 
an old Pot until it was deemed, "microbiologically 

' potable", and in less scientifically oriented · 
~bu~ry...'~ead" Wha~vernormal~res~es~ ••~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~I 
drinking water, those unseen creatures, those 
carriers of disease, those monsters of infection, were 
now officially "deCeased"; (Apparently the source of 
great illness to foreigners), yet as far as I could see, 
the source of the water's flavor and elegance. 

I sle.pt well and arose with a renewed feeling about 
the climb ahead, about my traveling 'companions, 
about the photographic possibilities the terrain had 
100(fer, and of course, about water. Atbreakfast I ate 
half an orange before noticing it was maggot
infested (a detail I have since tried to forget). After 
breakfast, I was introduced to Coca: leaves by my 
Peruvian travelers. I was instructed to stuff ~ large 
wad of the dead, dried leaves between my cheek and 
gum, and to ' then carefully dip the ends of a 
matchstick into some lime, and place the lime into 
the center of the wad. "The lime can burn, my 
friend!", warned the elder, half-toothless Peruvian. 

I was careful. I chewed and was told to swallow the 
juice. I did so. Then, I was overcome with a feeling of 
nausea (much like one would expect of eating dead 
leaves), yet only occasionally, so I continued 
following everyone's lead. 

They grabbed larger wads now, and more 
frequently, never spitting out the previous load, so 
that we soon looked like a group of socializing 
chipmunks. 

I truly expected more of an "effect". I wanted to 
feel unnaturally strong, or to feel the uncontrollable 
need to mount the mules one at a time like a rodeo 
star, and break them from their useless kicking, till 
they were butter between my thighs. But... there was 
no "effect". Not yet anyhow. . 

I groped through the bag of leaves, this time 
grabbing a veteran size load (the size of a pile of 
leaves I would throw myself in, as a boy in my 
neighbor's yard), and stuffed it into my cheek which 
stretched like a breathing "Neo-Senephrine" bottle 
on television. I then extracted a hog's portion of lime 
on the head of a matchstick (which I feared. might 
snap under the weight) and thrust it into the center 
of the wad like a fastball hitting -a catchers mit 
deadcenter during the final inning of a world series 
game. And then, I chewed furiously, nodding my 
head as my friends made fun of me in Spanish 
(knowing I spoke only English). I felt my gums and 
throat begin to numb, and I began to notice my mind 
working a tad faster than it normally does (which by 
some standards is actually slow to begin with) and 
my heart pumped just a few extra beats a second. 

Then the Indian smiled at me and spoke some 
Spanish. My Peruvian friend Mariella told me he 
said, "Now, we can conquer the mountain." I liked 
that. It sounded gritty. I felt gritty. I felt excited. I 
was chewingand grabbing and thrusting faster now, 
and I was actually beginning to like the flavor of 
dead leaves and lime. 

And so I began my affinity toward chewing and 
climbing, which I continued to do, as long as we 
were high in the Andes and thirsty as hell. 

The mountain had been conquered with relatively 
few problems, save the time one of the mules lost his 
footing and feU into a ten foot ravine. If it were me, I 
would have refused to go any further, but being a 
mule, he simply picked himself up, brushed himself 
off, and started.allover again. 

The mountains have 'a way of making one feel 
small and rather insignificant. They squash a man's 
ego and eat away at whatever certainty he may have 
had about life. Thoughts of philosophy and religion 

. . 

HIS WEEK'S LETTERS THIS 

To the Editor, . 

As board members of Greene County Hotel
Restaurant-Tavern Owners Association, we are 

. taking . this opportunity to inform you ·that our 
organization is opposed to' New York State raising 
the drinking age to twenty-one. 

Nothing has dramatically changed since the age 
was raised to nineteen. Young people still engage in 
alcohol and drugs. Raising the age to nineteen has 
managed to drive our · younger generation 
underground. They now see.k refuge in parked cars, 
beaches, parks·and other unsupervised places. 

Raising the drinking age to twenty-one will create 
unemployment and welfare recipients. The state 
will also lose revenue gclined froni sales tax and other 
taxes. 

We also feel that raiSing' the drinking age 
discriminates against the young. These same people 
have been drafted to fight and die -for their country. 

Sincerely, 
Augie Piazza 

Chairman of Political Actions · Commmittee 
Greene County Hotel-Restuarant-Taverns 

Owners Association 

can be expressed as one walks meticulously over 
trails that overlook 1,000 foot drops. 

I walk with Andy (Harvard '83) and Mariella 
while discussing the intervention of U.S. troops in 
Granada, the kidnapping of Mercedes, the slaughter 
of passengers on the Korean airliner, and all along 
we walk side by side with "doubt." "Doubt" follows 
our young spirits down the trails, infiltrating every 
strong accusation and every moral stance. Mariella 
strikes out verbally against"An explosive U.S.", and 
I defend my country, claiming that our decisions are 
made judiciously and with much thought. Yet, that 
animal "doubt" prowls the trail, hot on our 
footsteps and laughing at us because we are young 
and unsure of our beliefs. I continue my descent, 
fully aware of the "doubt" only inches behind me, 
his eyes fixed on my skull, waiting ever so patiently 
to push me gently over the ravine, helpless as a mule 
that's weighted down with too heavy a load...down, 
down...down. 

We had been searching for the rare, Yellow-tailed 
Woolly Monkey for some time now. This was our 
mission here, to photograph the unphotographable 
for the world to see. All the experts were with us, 
including .the man responsible for the animal's 
rediscovery, Dr. Russell Mittermier, whom I 
respectfully arfd affectionately would often call, "the 
Doctor". We trudged up and down the dense trails, 
seeking out the .beast. ,So far, it was safe to say that 
less than five Americans had ever seen the primate in 
the wild. Our crew was excited, our cameras ever 
loaded and ready; our eyes and ears findy t~ned for a 
rustling oca branch or a spot of fur. It was theend of 
another fruitless day, and we were tired and ready to 
pack it in. I fell to the rear of .the group (just an 
expression;· I didn't actually fall) with Mariella, and 
soon convinced her to rest and chew. 

. Chew! Crab! Thrust! Che~! Grab! Thrust! Chew! . 
Grab! Rustling Branch! Thrustl Chew! Grab! Spot 
of Fur! Thrust! 

To the Eaitor, 

Purchase has experienced yet another loss, Tom 
Kissiner has retired from our Public Safety Force 
after serving for over ten years on campus. 

Many of you may not know 'Cap't Tom', but ask 
around and we think all will agree that his presence 
from Purchase will be missed. No one is perfect, yet 
Tom always seemed to have a human . perspective 
towards his job, being sincerely interested in the 
safety of the students; a quality which many officers 
of the past 4 years here have seemed to lack. It was 
always a relief when Capt. Tom was the officer to 
respond to your call; his sense of understanding and 
friendly helpful manner will be missed. 

We should all wish -him the best of futures. 
Sincerely, 

Neal Rosenstein, 
Steve Raeck, 

Claude L. Albertano, 
David Schwartz, 

Adam Meyers, 
Jill Nagle. 

Oh my God! Could it be? Could this be one of the 
rarest, monkeys in the world (according to the 
" Doctor"), literally 50 feet in front of me, come to 
give me the chance I'd dreamed of my whole entire 
life??? I spit out my wad. Mariella was already up as 
we moved closer. I strained to see, but some brush 
blocked me. I then (without thinking, I assure you) 
proceeded to climb a vine, hand over hand, until I 

. was about 25 feet above the forest floor. I then held 
on with one hand, my foot wrapped in the vine, and 
lifted my camera with the other. Click! Clickl Click! 
And then, just then it happened. It was at this very 
moment, that I managed in the smallest of ways, (yet 
not small enough to be discount~) to squeeze onto 
the pages of history, by becoming the. 5th or 6th 
(Beggars can't be choosey) American ever (that's 
right.. . ever) to see in the wild and photograph, (not 
one, but two amazing feats), the Yellow-tailed 
Woolly Monkey of Peru. And so it came to pass, that 
I, a junior film-maker from SUNY at Purchase (I 
believe in giving credit where credit is due) somehow 
felt a touch more important, a slight bit . more 
pleased with my work...But... it didn't last. It was 
over before it began. And so.. .life for me returns to 
the ordinary. Chew! Grabl Thrust! No greatness 
remained, just the knowledge of having in some way 
contributed something to those pages. Those 
precious, noble, and dignified pages of history. 

"I'll be home by Christmas" I wrote Mom. From 
the sweltering heat of the jungle, to the blistering 
cold of the brick campus I love. I will return, a little 
tanner, a tad more famous (if . you read the 
"international Report on NewWorld Primates") 
and a lot more thirsty for the infested mess of 
seething organisms that live quite happily '.and 
tastefully (full of flavor) in a good old glass of U.S. of 
A, water. . 

• t.o.d..~ 7. IBM as 



.. , .... 

Ma Cherle, 
Who else would begin to appreciate 
the intricacies inherent in lea 
legumes? Or should I rather hint at 
some concealed sublety of. .. move
ment? Salads for dinner-no 
wonder we lose weight. And what 
happens at the salad bar? 
Smorgasbord. God, no wonder I 
love,you. 
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To Whom it May Concern, ~" Oh, hast thou forgotten how soon ')(~we must sever? 

Oh, hast thou forgotten the day we 
~j
must part? 

It may be for years, and it may be ~~ 

forever! 


-~~ Oh, why art thou silent. thou voice 
of my heart? ~1 

Announcements 
I. Hot Acoustics, a Conneticut based duo consisting of Gary 
Bertz on Ovation guitar and Alyce Cognettaonelectric-wah 
violin, will be turning out the tunes at Purchase's Feb. 12th 
Coffeehouse. The duo just opened in concert for Molly 
Hatchet and have played with Hot Tuna! Purchase 
Coffeehouse, 9pm - 12pm. Be there! 
2. The Foreign & Domestic Teachers' Organization needs 
teacher applicants in all fields from Kindergarten through 
College to fill over six hundred teaching vacancies both in 
foreign countries and all fifty states. Should you wish . 
additional .information about our program, you may write 
the Portland Oregan Better Business Bureau or the National 
Teacher's Placement Agency, UNIVERSAL TEACHERS, 
Box 5231, Portland, Oregan 97208. 
3. Interested in working on a television news show? Next 
semester the Video Cen~er will be producing a bi-weekly 
video news show covering events on our campus. We will 
need reporters, writers, camera people and video assistants. 
If you would like to atten<l the first organizational meeting 
of the SUNY/Video Center News Show, please contact 
Barrett Gross, P.O. Box 433, or the Video Center. 
4. The SUNY Purchase Affiliates are pleased to announce 
the continuation of their Grants Program. Proposals are 
now being accepted for projects which would seek to 
describe new programs or update existing ones. The 
proposal should be in the form of a one page typed 
description of the intended project, and should clearly detail 
the ways in which student life will be enhanced. Grants will 
be awarded in amounts not to exceed $500.00. Recipients of 
the grants will be announced Feb. 29. Applications and 
proposals should be returned by February 17 to Joanne 
McGrath-Goetz, Financial Secretary Affiliates Office, 
Administration Building. 

'the, 

!ffo 
~J 

Bubka, The SQrcerers Apprentice and The B-1 Cf.~W will rock your ,
There's only one explanation: rm in Love. buns off 9-11pm, every Thursday on WPUR, 590 A.M. Help Wanted " Bipee 

I. Deliver telephone directories, licensed driver with car, van or 
truck. Flexible days and hrs. Approximately $25 for 3 hrs. work. 

Requests, Trivium (or lots of trivia) and/ or general insanity 
can be transmitted via 253~8088. 

Big "'Ibank You" to P.E.T. (urehue 2. General Office Worker. Flexible days & hours (20 hours per
zperlmental heaae) for your last week) $5 per hour. Through 4-15-84. Close to campus. 
minute financial support of 3. Aides in community residence ofdevelopmentally disabled. Car 
MowgU's JungIe.-Deb. needed. Varied shifts. Approx. $4.80 per hour. 

4. Graphic Designer, experience on computer graphics devices. 
To Everyone who should be Concemed:Joseph : Freisa, Flexible days and hours (15-20 hours per week). Pay negotiable. 
A.K.A. Joe Freezer, Charlie Manson's l'ounger Brother, 5. Resea;cher in Sports History. Freelance, but must meet 
John .. Hinckly's cousin, Bruce Dem, Jr. and The Student deadlines. $4 an hour, negotiabfe. 
Body President were expulsed from this campus February 6. Session workers, working with J.H.S. teenagers. Flexible days
2nd (ground hogs day). Many women (and men, for that and hours. $30-$40 per session (about 4 hours). Five positions. 
matter) will sleep easier for knowing this. Thank You. 7. Advertising Assistant. Type 4045 wpm. Flexible days and hours 

(20-30 hours per week). $6 per hour. 
8. Lifegaurds, P-T now and Summer. Flexible days and hours. 
$4.50 per hour. 
9. Field Representative. Sales skills. Car needed. Flexible days and 
hours. Weekends. (20-25 hours per week). Pay negotiable. 
10. Office work and paste--up in advertising company. Mon.-Fri. 
half day (two students may share) $6.50-$7.50 per hour. 
II. Computer programmer for advertising firm. Very experianced 
with IBM PC. Flexible days and hours. $8 per .hour. 
12. Graphic Artists. Experience in drawing and layout. Mon.-Sat. 

. flexible hours. $3.50 per hour. 
13. Direct Care Care Counselor, full or part time. Drivers liscense 
necessary. Salary is open. Call 576-2036. 
14. Bookkeeper F/C-Part-time. On campus cash Rec and Disb., 
AIR, AlP, Payroll, Taxes, GIL, Bank Recs. Reports. Typingskilll 
necessary. 2-3 days a week. Salary negotiable. Call if qualified at 
253-9341. 

. 15. Yard work needed-Fall cleanup. Flexible hours, within walking 
distance of campus. Call Meg or David Mooney at Work 664-4456 
or at home 253-9211. 
16. Summer sleep away camp needs: WSI, nurse, camping, radio,

J drama specialists. Calli write: Camp Madison-Felicia, RD No.1, 
Box 281, Putnam Valley, New York 10579, (914) 528-8019. 

- ., 
"'- See Career Development Office for details, CCS-3rd floor: ~ 

~ 
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~HE~ SE2.F- CL.EAJ.o:t-J(:r OVEN. 	 The Back Page is sad to announce that on this February 

2nd, Sheldon N. Grebstein did see his shadow. We'd like to S. 
remind our readers thalon Grebstein day, if the Grebstein I" 
Never mind. 1 

'" ~ t ~I J I
A! 
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", ..

"fle1.51 0I ...... 
g~~ 

Adam, 
In perPetuum, frater! 

Neal 

sees his shadow, · we get 6 more weeks of wint ... what? Oh. 

Elbereth! 

Dear A.-How full is full? B.B. 

Bow to Get Promoted 

Not by being loyal. hard 

workJng. or a conscientious 


I employee. No. 0.0.0.0... Slr-r-r
r-r.... 

BUT 

Take a six months vacation. 

when you come back, brtng a 

car trunk full of gifts for the 

bosses. and you will see how 

fast you will be promoted. Keep 

In mind that not everybody can 

get six months vacation to start 

off with, you must kJss a lot of 

asses. before your vacation Is 

approved. To Be Continued..... 


Sherlock H. Vlll 

B.J., Brian, Galen, Cadoe, Cbrls 	 ,g3
&'~~ a.cs~Jeanie, Oscar Susan, Tracey, ~6iJ I~iifUilrVlcky- . 	 a. ... 

11Iank you from my heart for all of ~'&ii. ! J:S 8
everything you shared.. I wUl be - 1:1'III &.i,l =']! 3~n 
seeiDg you. -Deb bD~ 

Much thanks go to MIchele. Connie. 	 ~ ....~'iJrr i ti 101: 

"I' ...
Josh. Bias, Aura. Kert. Liz and nl -I 
RIchard for their best wishes; and 011 .& I s;Bi:z: ro~ 
special appreclatlon to Penny and e.. - I EI< 
Fay who know how to throw a party! at;' tii i B f!! 
Just wanted you to now that even ~.a .. iNaterbuffaloshlt likes wfne and =ilil 	 1:0l[ 	 cake. See you at the next one. Your CS :~!i I ..... ~~ ~pseudo-apartment-mate loves you 
all. Lorraine ~ ie:S. . ~ 

Anyone interested in <r &t ! ~ en 
11m-So glad you're 

Gorilla for saleI 
inqu!re: A1l9B 
Buynowl 
Astonishingly 10. 
priceI Lynllss. becoming a DJ for <S i'" ~ ~ ~ 

back-we've missed To'l?;£ Namarte mellon, 1m sl eel hi WPlJR should please q; ~ ~" g N~ 
you- Sooopy and the Red. Baron have CONi'lNU(O." vana slnome. leave their n8Dle, box ~ a. ct en::c 

made peace. Welcome home,The Panting Bordes 	 Glorflndel number and room .~ • - i Iii
Snoopyl We love youl 	 ~~ number in Campus \J ~ i 

Center North WPUR US ct f ~ 
mailbox along with '3 If !III 

~: 
~~ times you are avall- ~ o:s. 

able and we will ~ ~ i ~~ 
contact you. It is your Ul tj i ::CCzl 
right as a Purchase :::J: .g ; NO 
student to be a DJ, so ~ I- ZIIl 

what are you waiting 
forI Feb. 17th Is the deadllne 

for any submiSSions to 
To that ".o..8thID, the Purchase Poetry. ~~':~~D~~ Review. Poems must be 

typed with your name 
DOt ,.w., rid .of "'The and address on each 
Bloude". Get rid of page. Our box Is at the 
,aaneIf. Info. booth-North. We will 

...,... "TIle 1IIoade" not be returning poems. 

http:6.50-$7.50

