Stony Brook University Medical Center
Celebrates Grand Opening

From left: DuWayne Gregory, Vivian Viloria-Fisher, John Kennedy, Richard Fine,
Barbara Delfyett, John Flanagan, Kenneth LaValle, President Shirley Strum Kenny,
Patricia Biancaniello, Michael Fitzpatrick, Richard Daines, Steven Strongwater,
Michael Russell, and Tim Bishop (in photo at right). Not shown: Gerald Quirk

mployees, patients, and honored guests gathered on Thursday,
September 4, to celebrate the completion of Phase I of Stony Brook
University Medical Center’s (SBUMC) major modernization project.
Speeches and presentations highlighted the 154,000 square feet of
construction that became a sunlight-filled lobby, Women and Infants
Pavilion, new operating rooms, and an expanded Emergency Department.
But it was clear that the day belonged not to paint and plaster, but to the
people who make the medical center come alive.
“This is a time of rededication for all of us,” declared Chaplain Steve
Unger, SBUMC director of chaplaincy services.
New York State Senator John Flanagan noted, “There are some really
talented people here. Somebody’s life is probably being saved right now.”
His colleague, New York State Senator Kenneth LaValle, looked out
over the audience and said, “Good job, Stony Brook.”
President Shirley Strum Kenny cut a red ceremonial ribbon with hospital CEO Steven Strongwater, M.D. Confetti and streamers flew, Kool and
the Gang’s “Celebrate” got people on their feet, and Dr. Strongwater
urged the crowd to “Applaud yourselves!” And they did.
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“Children Helping
Children” Campaign
is a Success

Grand Piano Enhances
Patient Care Experience

Hundreds of students from the W.S.
Mount Elementary School in Stony
Brook participated in the annual
walk-a-thon to benefit the Sunrise
Fund at Stony Brook University
Medical Center (SBUMC). The students and their families teamed up
with faculty and staff from SBUMC
this summer to complete the 1.5
mile walk near the school grounds.
The event raised more than $14,000
and was part of a “Children Helping
Children” campaign for the Sunrise
Fund, which supports the Division
of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology
at SBUMC.
The proceeds will fund the Dan
Brooks Memorial Educational
Award, given each year to students
treated for cancer at SBUMC to
help pay their higher education
costs, and “Play Fit-Stay Fit,” a
comprehensive wellness program
for childhood cancer patients and
their families.
Also joining the W.S. Mount
Elementary School children during
the walk were students from several schools in the Smithtown School
District, including St. James
Elementary, Dogwood Elementary,
and Great Hollow Middle School.
For more information about the
Sunrise Fund, please call 444-2899
or visit www.sunrisefund.org
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Faculty Honored
William L. Jungers, Department
of Anatomical Sciences, and Frank
Myers, Department of Political
Science, have been awarded the
Distinguished Teaching Professorship, which honors the mastery of
teaching. For this prestigious tribute
to be conferred, candidates must
have demonstrated consistently
superior mastery of teaching, outstanding service to students and
commitment to their ongoing intellectual growth, scholarship, and
professional growth.

ince Stony Brook University Medical Center (SBUMC) opened its
Center for Outpatient Services 18 months ago, the goal has been to continue to enhance the atmosphere. The most recent enhancement is the
addition of a conservatory-quality player grand piano in the Center lobby.
Frank and Camille’s, in collaboration with Yamaha, loaned the $45,000
Yamaha Conservatory Disklavier Grand Piano to SBUMC specifically for
the Outpatient Center.
“We thought that the piano would help improve the ambiance and
have a very positive effect,” said building administrator Denise Reilly. “Yet
we all wondered, what kind of impact would the piano have? Would people
like it? Would it make a difference?” They didn’t wait long for an answer.
The day the piano arrived, there was a 3-year-old boy in the lobby staring at it. That boy was Matthew Donnelly, who is cared for in the Pediatric
Unit for acute lymphocytic leukemia.
“He asks me every day if we are going to the clinic and gets upset if
we’re not going,” said his mom, Jennifer. “And the piano is a huge part of
that. He told me, ‘One day I’ll learn to play the piano like that.’”
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William L. Jungers

Patient Matthew Donnelly and his mother, Jennifer.

Frank Myers

Film Passes on Sale
Six Fridays, 12 films, all for $25 general, $20 students (students must
purchase tickets in-person at the
Staller Center Box Office). Single
tickets are $8 general, $6 students.
Go to www.stallercenter.com for the
complete schedule of all movies.
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