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ONE OF OUR VP'S IS MISSING 


SENATE ATTEMPTS TO R-EGROU'P
\ 

by Bill Marcus duties as a senator. at large has no leader. The Senate constitu-
The breakdown of the constitu- --Four students from the school of tion was drawn up on th~ premise 

On September 22, 1977 at the enci es from the enti re student body the arts. that no one senator sha 1.1 have more 
first Student Senate meeting of the were created to give all students The constitution prescribes that power than another. The position of 
year, Jill Wahler, Acting General equal representation. The break- two stude~ts from the Mount Vernon GSA was created to perform the func-
Service Administrator (GSA) announ-. . Co-oper~tlVe Coll~g~ shall h?ld ' tion of a secretary. According to 
eed her resignation. She held the down lS as fol~ows. d seats wlth no offlclal capaclty, but Sunil Weeramantry it was, "original
position si nee 1ast year following -~ T~ree seats 1 n~ those stu ents re- a~ prese~t these seats are not ~c- ly intended as a paper-pushing job." 
the resignation of Sunil ' Weeraman- sldlng on campus, two from the dorms ~lvely fllled, Moun~ Vernon havlng Along with the position of Chairman 
try, Senate veteran. and one from the apartments. ltS own representatlVe board of stu- of the Financial Committee, the GSA 

Of the seventeen senators elect- --Three commuter students. dents. has sometimes become the base for 
ed last year, seven attended the --One student from ea~h of t~e.d~- In ma~y.o~ these co~stituencies, leadership in the Senate. 
last meeting and only two are plan- clared Lett~rs and SClen~e.dlvlslons such as.dlvlslonal, resldent a~d It seems the Senate is aware of 
ning to run for re-election. Most (~atura~ SClences, Humanltles, So- non-re~ldent, students are ~aslly its dilemma and is making an effort 
of those who are not seeking re- clal SClences).. ~ccesslble for f~edback o~ lssue~ of to save the only student government
election feel that their academics --One Letters and SCience Freshman lmportance, but at large constlt- on campus. Towards this end and to 
take precedence over extra-curricu- at large. . uencies are often too diverse and plan for long-range and short-range
lar affairs. --One Letters and SClence Sophomore too large for a senator to know what goals, the Senate held an all-day 

During its five year existence, at large. . the voters want. . . meeting on Sunday, October 2 at the 
the Student Senate has been respon- --Two Letters and SClence students The Student Senate offlclall residence of Vice President Robert 
sible for the distribution of all CHAN eELLOR S U F FER S Davies.
Student Activities funds. In ad- " , During the meeting the members 
dition to its financial function, agreed that the purpose of the Se-
the Senate provides the only voice H EARTAT'TA C K nate as a distributor of funds to 
for students at SUNY Purchase. Al- the various student activities 
though c~rta~n issues.have prompte~ by Jeff Levine phone interview that the Board of should.be changed so that th~ other 
c~mpus-wlde lnterest ln school POll- Trustees still wanted him for the t~o ma~or commlttees, Academlc and 
tlCS, for the most.part t~e Se~ate On September 15, 1977 acting job if his doctor thinks he can Flnanclal, would carry a status and 
has been plagued ~lth.reslgnatlons SUNY Chancellor James Kelly suf- physically handle it. 

by Eric Nagourney 

John Straus, Vice-President of 
the Arts since 1969, resigned his 
pos tat summer's end. Pres i dent 
Michael Hammond, although he de
clined to comment on the nature of 
Straus' resianation when inter
viewed, had said last year that he 
was considering eliminating the po
sition as part of a major adminis
trative overhaul. 

Straus, a member of the promin
ent family that owns Macys depart
ment stores, was hired in 1969 as 
both Vice-President of the Arts and 
Administration. It was originally
intended that ne would remain Vice
President of the Arts until another 
person could be found for the job. 
In 1973 Robert n~vies became Vice-

President of the Administration. 
Mr. Straus remained in charge of 
the Arts. 

The original reasons for Straus' 
hiring by former President Abbott 
Kaplan remain unclear. According 
to one former administrator, he was 
hired because he "had access to 
wealth, and had his own wealth. \I 
When asked why Straus wasn't re
hired, he stated that "in all the 
time he was working here he didn't 
do one goddamn thing to help the 
Arts." The problem the one-time 
administrator said, was that he 
was not "conceptually involved in 
any of the individual Arts." He 
went on to say, though, that Straus 
was very good in public relations, 
and had a thorough knowledge of the 
campus construction. 

Both President Hammond and Wil
liam Bales, Dean Emeritus of Dance, 
seemed to feel that the problem lay, 
not with Straus, but in the unde
fined nature of his position. 
Bales believed that it was the for
mer V.P.'s responsibility to raise 
funds for theatre productions, and 
added that he did not live up to 
this obligation. Hammond, however, 
felt that fund-raising was not one 
of Straus' duties, and that Straus 
likewise was unaware of this. 
He went on to say that, unlike Vice 
President of Letters and Sciences 
Frank Wadsworth's job of coordina
ting the various divisions withih 
the school, Straus' post often 
seemed to be an example of "Title 
Inflation." Straus could not be 
reached for comment. 

When questioned about the pos
sibility of more resignations in 
the future, Hammond said he was ta
king an intensive look at the en
tire administrative structure. He 
referred to a self-study made by 
Purchase before its accreditation. 
The study recommended abolishing 
all three vice presidential posts, 
and creating a "provost", or assis
tant to the president. Hammond 
feels that if the school hired a 
provost, it "would lose a lot." 
The result, he says, would be a 
separation of the president from 
the rest of the school. 

In regard to those who fill ad
ministrative positions, Hammond 
stated "I have to be convinced that 
people are not just adequate, they 
are extraordinary." He says he is 
very concerned about public rela
tions and feels that much more con
tact with the Purchase community is 
needed. His intentions are to set 
up a special position for public 
relations and fund raising. "We're 
looking for the community to em
brace us, not just tolerate us." 
He went on to point out that "in 
any event, SUNY at Purchase is here 
to stay no matter how the community
feels." 

Hammond says he wants the ad
ministration to be "streamlined as 
small as possible." He feels that 
there are too many levels involved, 
and a "lot of confusion as to who 
is answerabl e for what. \I Many 
other people share the same opin
ion. Dean Robert Grey, of the Vi
sual Arts Department, said there 

was "a kind of gap" between him
self and the president while Straus 
was working. He felt it took too 
long to get answers to questions. 
Joseph Stockdale, Dean of Theatre 
Arts felt he had inadequate repre
sentation when submitting his bud
get. 

President Hammond said that he 
is not going to replace Straus be
cause he feels that the position of 
vice-president of the Arts is un
necessary. He added, though, that 
when the school has a population of 
5,000, vice-presidents might again 
become necessary. "I'm thinking a
bout the College over the long 
haul." For now, he added, he will 
carefully review all the positions 
before making any other major de
cisions. . 

and lack of organlzatlon. fered a heart attack in his Albany Personal friends of Kelly who set of responsibilities equal to the 
Financial Committee. The StudentOne of the senators present at office. Kelly, 61, was admitted to visited him back at his home said 

the special Sunday meeting of Octo- the University of Albany Medical that he was looking better than , he Life Committee has yet to show sig
ber 2 described the main problem of Center in serious condition. After ever had. nificant ,progress in carrying out 
the Senate as an inability to serve several days in intensive care, his its established duties. 
the students' needs. One of the doctors said that he is responding In the upcoming weeks a town 

meeting and seminars concerning basic questions raised at the meet- ,favorably to treatment. Kelly's doctor said that he be
stUdent government and the future ing was, "Is it possible to adequa- Larren Baritz of the University lieved the Chancellor would be able 

tely represent your constituency?" Provost office assumed the position to return to work next month on a of the Senate are planned in pre
According to Sunil Weeramantry, the of chancellor while Kelly was dis part-time basis. The selection paration for this year's elections. 
answer is yes, to a certain extent. abled. Before his heart attack, committee is expected to make its Senators hope that activities such 
He added that this depends wholly Kelly was considered a shoe-in for choice very soon so that Kelly's as these will put the student gov

ernment of SUNY Purchase in an inupon which constituency you repre- the chancellor's job. Well-placed future situation might be deter
te vour sources told the LOAD in a tele- mined. fluential position. 
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~ by Lisa Reichbach 
~ t The Butler Building ... a future 
o Purchase night spot? Over the past 
~ few months, a group of Purchase 
~ staff and students including John 
~ Averill, Clint Spiegel, Kevin Wal
~ lin, Dee Molinari and Larry Bortu
,luzzi have formed a committee to 
~ decide how best to use the recently 
S acquired Butler Building. 
~ With the ever-increasing size 
~ 

stage against the back wall, some 
of the planned decor includes cafe 
tables and chairs, lighting poles 
which will serve as disco and stage 
lighting, and the construction of 
walls on the sides perpendicular to 
the stage. 

Due to some technical problems, 
work on the building may have to be 
delayed, but with the use of gen
erators to remedy the problems, 
work should begin as planned in 

of the student body there is a 
growing need for a bigger space 
that would serve as a "stompin' 
ground" for transient Purchase stu
dents. The beloved CCS is just too 
small . 

During the week, the Butler 
Building will serve as a much need
ed work area for the 1:heatre tech 
students, but on the weekends it 
will serve as a disco-night-club 
entertainment site . Aside from a 

by Jay Bernstein 

A recent innovation on the 
Purchase campus is the faculty and 
staff luncheon program at the Ad
ministration building. For two 
dollars members of the faculty and 
staff may break bread together un
der rather pleasant circumstances. 
According to Prof. Alfred Hunt, 
historian and an advocate of the 
program, one may discuss pedagogi
cal methods, professionally signif
icant information. school-wide pro
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blems, and so forth. Students are 
not admitted, except as guests. 

This fact might make some peo
ple wonder whether some other kinds 
of information were also exchanged: 
gossip, conspiracy . .. "Oh, no," 
said Dr. Hunt, "it's nothing like 
that. Faculty simply need a re
treat where they can go and \'Jill 
not have to confront students. I 
would never step into a student's 
dorm room unless I ~ias a guest, for 
that is his private space." I ;"e
minded Dr. Hunt that a dorm room is 
a home, but he continued: "Campus 
Center South ~s strictly student 
territory. I cannot take guests 
there. Suppose a prestigious pro-

Photo by Garet Livermore 

about two weeks. 
In the near future, the commit

tee will be announcing a student 
work weekend during which painting, 
lighting work and general "fixing 
up" wi 11 be done. The projected
opening nights will feature a RAj 
Housing Halloween Weekend. Also 
being arranged for a future date 
is a casino night benefit. 

How The Other Ha/f.Eats 

fessor gives a guest lecture for 
my class. Shall I take him to the 
snack bar or Servo for lunch?" He 
related an incident wherein he was 
discussing "some important busi
ness" with a member of the staff 
over lunch at CCS and was inter
rupted by three rude students who 
wanted his signature. He felt, 
therefore, that the service was 
"desperately needed." 

Of a different opinion is Clint 
Spiegel, Director of Student Ac
tivities, who will have nothing to 
do with luncheons. When asked if 
he disapproved of the program he 
said that "every person is entitled 
to decide with whom he will eat, 
and I just don't see the need for 
segregation." 

However, until now there has 
not been at Purchase a place wh~re 
faculty and staff can (exclusively) 
get together for lunch. For these 
people the school has often· merely 
been a place where one comes in to 
lecture a few days per week, and 
sentiments like Hunt's have been 
voiced over the last few years.
Edwin Redkey, Dean of Students, 
but now on sabbatical, said that in 
the past, faculty and staff have 
gone off campus for lunch or have 
brought lunch to their offices and 
eaten .there, and that the new 
luncheon program seeks to keep 
these people on campus and to make 
them feel that they are members of 
the College community. 

The concept of this operation 
has been discussed for two or 
three years, according to Robert 
Davies, Vice-President for Adminis
tration, who hired the catering 
service, and who, along with Pres
ident Hammond, has beeninstrumen
ta l in getting the luncheons start
ed (he emphasized that Dr. Hammond 
was "the moving spirit" ) . The Con
tinentai KitChen Corporation was 
being employed, as Servomation's 
contract does not cover th is type 
of operation. Dr. Davies said that 
the organizers decided that a bet
ter service and a better deal could 
be achieved with this company. In
deed the food and ambience is bet
ter than what Servomation has of
fered. Furthermore, the program is 
partly subsidized by the Purchase 
Foundation, making the price of a 
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to be Back Home In Purchase 
Yes ladies and gentlemen, we now bring you the continuing saga of 

the long and winding Load, entering its sixth season on the Purchase 
campus. Hammonds may come and Kaplans may go, but this cornerstone of 
journalistic integrity stands firm, providing the water pipes in our 
office ceiling don't burst again and flood us out. 

Like the proverbial phoenix rising from the ashes of death, The 
Load steps gingerly over the hot coals of apathy and into the pre
carious realm of organized publishing. Dauntless and una.fraid, we 
will be bringing you the highlights of Purchase political and social 
life almost as it happens. 

Organization has long been a major problem for Purchase institu
tions, including The Load. And so, just as our new president intends 
to overhaul his administration, we have decided to institute a format 
change of our own. Starting wi th this issue, The Load will be pu
blished on a weekly basis. For the first three weeks of each month, 
four-page issues devoted to news will appear. At the end of the 
mon tJi , we will be introducing The Full Load, a comprehensive feature 
magazine containing everything from political analysis to poetry. 
Whatever your field of interest, we will welcome contributions. 
Staff meetings are held every Tuesday night at 6:30pm in the spacious, 
graciQus Load office, room 0028, basement of CCS. Drop by and bring 
your own mind. 

We will come out regularly. 
We will come out regularly ... . 
We will come out regularly ... . 

-click

meal two dollars--identical to that 
at Servo. So much for similarities. 

I dined at the Administration 
building Thursday with Drs. Hunt 
and Redkey; we were later joined 
by Rod Hi 11., Di rector of Counse
ling. We arrived well before noon 
and entered the main dining room, 
which was then all but empty. The 
room had good natural lighting and 
was about 60 feet long and 25 feet 
wide. The food was buffet style 
on a long table alongside the wall. 
There was no electricity in the 
building that day so coffee was 
first tepid then absent; also, the 
water glasses had spots. There 
were no alcoholic beverages. 

The foods were markedly better 
than what was passed off last year
at Servo. Even more impressive 
was the pleasant and sUbdued--ill
most Victorian--atmosphere: the 
presentation of the food, the ab
sence of women telling me what I 
may not eat, the lively and intel
ligent conversation, and, quite 
literally, the atmosphere itself: 
I smelled not a molecule of cigar
ette ash. The tables were set with 
cutlery and, dig this, cloth nap
kins. The dishes were stoneware 
and quite expensive looking. 

The conversation at our table 
was civilizpd and moved quickly,
covering college sports, tenure 

and publication, particular facul
ty members, music, psychodrama, and 
campus activities. All things con
sidered, I thought it was a very 
pleasant experience and do not won
der why the participants (75-90
people each day) cherish this op
portunity for interaction and 
nourishment. It was rather sur
prising, then, when Paula Gill, a 
student who works part-time for 
Continental Kitchens, told me that 
the day I went was the worst they'd 
had. "Usually it's much more or
derly," she said, referring especi
ally to the breakdown of electrical 
and heating equipment. I asked her 
whether anyone ever gave her a hard 
time. "Most of them are very nice. 
hilt a few are bastards. Every day
there are some people who come in 
three minutes before we stop serv
ing, and some who are sitting 
around when we start to clean up. 
We have to kick them out. Some 
don't even clear their tables." 

Miss Gill also confirmed my 
suspicion that the professors dis
cuss students and their work with 
one another. Yet, to some extent 
I agree with Dr. Redkey's reflec
tion, "It's paradoxical, but by ha
ving these faculty lunches the end 
result will certainly be increased, 
and better, interaction with the 
students. " 

Photo by Lisa Leavitt 
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t>:1Bus Service Reinstituted ~ 

by Ken Appl eman 

Many people attempting to catch 
a bus to campus from the White 
Plains railroad station on Satur
days this summer were greeted with 
an unpleasant surprise; the bus 
was not running. There is good 
news, however, for students who had 
feared that this lack of service 
would continue into the school term. 
All service has been restored, and 

.j.Jat present there is very little .j.J.,..threat of any interruption. ::. 
IIJMt. Kisco Bus Service, the com <!l 
>--1pany operating the Purchase/White 
ttlPlains bus, explained that over the <J).,..summer Saturday demand was simply N 

not sufficient to allow for econo :>. 
.Qmically feasible maintenance of the 
oroute. Saturday usage while school "'-' ois in session, however, is more ..c: 

than adequate, and full service on This is all that remains of last year's Senate van, now housed 
~ 

~turdays will be in effect during in the L~ad historic monument collection. 

Where Were You When 

The Lights Went Out? 


by Barry Dinerstein 

The late afternoon of October 
4 saw SUNY Purchase lose much of 
its electrical power as one of the 
two 13,000 volt main electrical 
feedei' 1 i nes to the campus fa i 1 ed, 
interrupting classes and trapping 
several people in an elevator. 
Campus Security Officers scoured 
the buildings looking for people 
in need of aid. An emergency elec
trical backup system kept all 
buildings reasonably well 1it. 
The only problem encountered was 

when four students who had been 
moving furniture in the Visual 
Arts Building were trapped in an 
elevator. Security officers freed 
the four by using the elevators 
ma nua 1 overri de .sys tem. 

Tom Bush, a spokesman for Con 
Edison explained that one of two 
feeder lines located on North 
Street, part of a connection to a 
White Plains substation had failed. 
The Campus is divided roughly into 
two halves with each half drawing 

. its power from one of these two 
feeder lines. 

Orienta tion - Fun 


and Enlightening 

by Mark Reilly 

Those among us who were skepti 
cal about Purchase and what it was 
all about, as I was, found Orienta
tion to be a fun and enlightening 
experience. Starting on September
14 and lasting through the 18, Ori
entation gave everyone a chance to 
make many friends and settle into 
the dorms. 

The first night consisted of a 
cookout and a large wing party. 
The barbecue and Wing Party were 
held on the lawn and sidewalk next 
to the Dining Hall. The food was 
alright and the wine and cheese was 
fine but I did not understand why 
an RA tapped me on the shoulder and 
said with .a contorted look, "Ser
vo!" The. next morning at breakfast 
after wolfing down two suspicious
bl ue eggs I found out what "Servo" 
meant ... so did my stomach. 

Earlier that day, a freshman 
studies meeting was held. At the 
meeting, Frank H. Wadsworth, Vice
Pres ident of Academic Affairs, and 
Joel Tennenbaum, Coordinator of 
Fres hman Activities , gave speeches. 
ari ous other divisional meetings 

were held throughout the day. Wri
ti ng examination s I"lere given in the 
afternoon. When evening arrived, 
all of the freshmen I','ent over to 
Pres ident Hammond' s house for an 
excellent picnic. There the Pre
sident gave a fri endl y talk and i n
vited us into his home for a tour. 
That night, CCS held ·an Open House. 
Subsequent open houses featured 
di sco music, folk singing and some 
jamming. The Neuberger Museum held 
an open house, giving students the 
opportunity to vi ew the vari ous art 
treasures. 

During each day of Orientation, 
students met with their advisors to 

plan their electives for the semes
ter. Shortly afterwards they began 
the agonizing process of ·Registra
tion. Having forgotten my sleeping 
bag, and not having anything better 
to do, I stood in line and counted 
the floor tiles and bricks. That 
night, an excellent discussion was 

held on the nature of the liberal 
arts. It was particularly benefi
cial because students were allowed 
to speak and directly challenge the 
professors. 

The high point of Orientation 
had to be the RA-VUE, put on by the 
Resident Assistants. Appearing on 
the stage were extremely talented 
dancers and very gifted folk sing
ers. The show was highlighted by 
some hilarious skits which includ
ed talking bricks, the overprotect
ed Larry Freshman and a singing 
group warning the freshmen of the 
evils of Servo (the warning came a 
bit late.) The latter was especia
lly entertaining alongside the 
tactful and witty comments from the 
M.C. The show ended with some well 
sung selections from "You're a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown" and some more 
folk singing. 

Throughout Orientfttion there 
were wine and cheese parties, a 
pool party and recreational activi
ties, such as Volleyball. I never 
knew that volleyball could be so 
dangerous. Coming out of Orienta
tion were many lasting friendships 
and a good sense of what type of 
place Purchase really is. There 
were many opportunities to meet 
people you otherwise would not have 
met if they were not in your class 
or on your hall. Orientation re
lieved my skepticism about Pur
chase. I hope it will be offered 
to freshmen in the future. 

Shortly after the loss of the 
feeder, those buildings depending 
on it were switched over to the 
operational feeder by Campus Of
ficials. In the meantime, Con 
Edison repair crews went to work 
on the damaged feeder which was 
soon repaired and returned to ser
vice. 

Unfortunately, the extra usage 
of the second feeder soon caused it 
to fail, resulting in a second 
blackout of the campus. This time 
Campus Officials were hampered by 
an older system which made refeed
ing of electricity into the Admini
stration building impossible. 
Thus, the Administration complex 
was without electricity Wednesday 
afternoon and Thursday. 

The failure of the feeder ter
minals is a relatively normal oc
curence caused most freq~ently by 
a concentration of water or mechan
ical problems. Edward Loesner of 
the SUNY Purchase Physical Plant 
noted that a contract had been let 
by New York State for a third back
up volt feeder due next spring. 
As the campus expands, Loesner 
said, "t10re power will be needed, 
the blackout is just an example of 

1::1, 
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IIIthe entire term. lC,
There is at present only one 

threat to the continuance of the & 
route, and that is that the normal ~ 
county subsidy, intended to aid the ~ 
bus service to overcome the loss ~ 

-incurred in operating the route, ::: 
has not been received by the com- ' 
pany for the past three months. ~ 
Though this could lead to the even- ~ 
tual end of the route, it is not at 
present considered a serious pos
sibility. 

Should the route ever end, how

ever, there will still be a way for 

stUdents on campus to get places 

without having to hitch. The Stu

dent Senate is planning to make 

available to the student body a van 

that can be used for virtually any 

purpose except a demolition derby. 


The Senate plans to hire 10 

drivers, picked on the basis of 

responsibility, knowledgeability, 

and "a driving record that shall 

remain unblemished", who will be 

the only people allowed to drive 

the van. 


The van can be used by any 

Senate organization or group of 

students willing,to pay the driver 

$2.65/hour and· for all gas and 


tolls. In addition, a fee of 10¢ 

per mile will be charged for depre

ciation. 


The sign-up sheet will be post

ed outside of the Senate office, 

and any group wishing to use the 

van must sign up one day in advance 

of the intended usage. Senate 

groups or organizations wishing to 

use the van will be given first 

priority, and within those groups, 

the LOAD, the Student Senate, and 

the Food Co-op will have the high

est priority. Beyond that, usage 

will be granted on a first come, 

first serve basis. The key for 

the van will be kept in the Office 

of Student Activities and will only 

be given to a designated driver. 


The Senate intends to keep two 

mileage records, one in the van and 

one in the Office of Student Acti

vities along with the key. The 

mileage record in Student Activi

ties will list the driver's name, 

the organization using the van, 

mileage at the start, mileage at 

the end, time out, and the signa

ture of a member of the group. 


Anyone desiring further infor

mation about the van should con

tact the Student Senate Associa


ains." tion, Inc. 
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