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When a severe wind storm marched through the
Adirondacks in the summer of 1995, many people assumed
we were unlikely to experience another such disaster
for a decade or two. Not so! Northern New York’s forests
were visited by a brutal ice storm during January 1998,
and many areas of the state were swept by another “big
blow” last Labor Day weekend.

Over the course of centuries, natural disturbances
such as these are important, but relatively infrequent,
events that help to shape our forested landscape. How-
ever, the size of the area covered by the ice storm and its
resulting damage were unprecedented for this century.
Forests and communities were affected from Watertown
and adjacent parts of Ontario east through southern Que-
bec, across northern New England to the coast of Maine.
Although varying degrees of ice damage on a smaller
scale is not unusual in New York’s forests, the response
to the most current episode was unusually strong
because of regional and national interests in forest
health, coupled with concerns about the economic con-
sequences of this event.

Shortly after power was restored in northern New
York and other human needs were addressed, many fac-
ulty at ESF with interests and expertise in various
aspects of forest health were asked by forest industry,
sugarbush operators, and various state, provincial, and
federal agencies to assist in developing survey proto-
cols. All parties agreed it was important to determine
the extent and location of damage and to help reach a
consensus on appropriate forest management guidelines
in the aftermath of this natural disturbance. ESF was a
logical source of assistance because of the faculty’s his-
torical emphasis on applied ecology. Also, many faculty
have research interests concerning the short- and long-
term effects of natural disturbances.

Recently, a summary of survey results, management
responses, and research currently underway to evaluate
the consequences of the storm was reported at an “Ice
Storm Symposium” during the New York Society of
American Foresters annual winter meeting. Interesting
keynote addresses discussed variables that influence ice

formation, traced meteoro-
logical events leading up
to the storm, and reviewed
factors responsible for the
storm’s severity. Other pre-
sentations included a report
on a damage survey con-
ducted throughout the north
country and a history of cat-
astrophic events which have
affected New York’s forests.

Information from the symposium will be published
by the Forest Service within the next year, fulfilling one
of the objectives of the symposium, which was to con-
solidate available information to facilitate future access
by interested scientists and forest managers.

Several research projects spearheaded by ESF fac-
ulty will be initiated this summer to answer questions
about the manner in which various plant and animal
communities may have been affected in severely dam-
aged stands. Also, work will continue with the dam-
age assessment survey. Scientists and forest owners
believe it is wise to document both the long- and short-
term ecological and economic consequences of this
storm so when such an event reoccurs we will be better
able to advise people about how to respond and what
to expect. 

Past events of this nature have been evaluated shortly
after they occurred but for the most part there have been
very few attempts to follow this up with a look at future
consequences. Thanks to the U.S. Forest Service work-
ing in concert with the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation, several scientists at ESF
will initiate a series of long-term studies and permanent
plots which will allow follow-up evaluations at some
later date.

Allen is a professor of forest entomology and a 31-year
veteran of ESF’s Faculty of Environmental and Forest
Biology. He coordinated much of the college’s ice storm
response effort and organized the January symposium
on the storm’s effects.
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Campus Views

Aftermath Of The Ice Storm

by Douglas C. Allen

Douglas C. Allen
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Search Progresses For
Next ESF President

Fifteen individuals were named
to the search committee that will
help select ESF’s next president.

The committee, headed by ESF
Board of Trustees Chair Curtis H.
Bauer ’50 (see page 13), is conducting
a national search to locate a successor
to Ross S. Whaley, who intends to
step aside as president when his suc-
cessor is named.

The committee selected Isaacson,
Miller of Boston, a national executive
search firm, to assist in the search
process. Working with Isaacson,
Miller is the Washington Advisory
Group, a firm that acts as a consult-
ant to business, academic, and gov-
ernment leaders.

In addition to Bauer, the commit-
tee includes three other members of

the ESF Board of Trustees. They are
Thomas C. Burkly, Daniel T. Fitts
MS ’81, and Robert E. Moses.

College faculty representatives
are Douglas C. Allen, Elizabeth A.
Elkins, James M. Hassett, Richard S.
Hawks ’72, Robert T. LaLonde, and
William F. Porter. Other college rep-
resentatives are John P. Hassett and
Susan H. Sanford.

In addition, graduate student Karl
Didier, Nancy A. Mayer ’71 of the ESF
Alumni Association, and R. Leland
Davis of the ESF College Foundation,
represent their constituent groups.

Marianna O’Dwyer, SUNY assis-
tant to the chancellor for Academic
Affairs, represents the chancellor as a
non-voting member of the committee.

Isaacson, Miller specializes in
locating a wide variety of senior level
professionals for positions related to
higher education, the environment,
health care, community development,
and private business. The Washing-
ton Advisory Group comprises pro-
fessionals in science, technology,
and higher education.

Student Pedals For A
Better World

An ESF student plans to ride her
bicycle from San Francisco to Wash-
ington, D.C., this summer to promote
the use of sustainable forms of trans-
portation.

Sheryl J. Turk, a senior majoring
in environmental studies/biological
applications, hopes to raise $3,600—
or $1 for every mile she will pedal—
as part of Bike-Aid ’99 sponsored
by Youth Action for Global Justice:
JustAct.

Turk said she is taking on the
challenge to do her part to promote
a cleaner, healthier planet.

She is among 25 cyclists who
left San Francisco June 20. They are

Campus Update

Continued on next page
Sheryl J. Turk



scheduled to arrive in Washington
Aug. 21. Along the way, they will
do volunteer work with housing
improvements and bike trail con-
struction. They will also participate
in an educational program.

JustAct works to develop young
people’s commitment to social and
economic justice. The money the
riders raise through pledges will be
split among various grass-roots organ-
izations in the United States and
abroad; JustAct’s partner organiza-
tions in Zimbabwe, Mexico, Bolivia,
and the Philippines; and some Just-
Act programs.

Turk is an experienced mountain
biker who worked summers teaching
outdoor skills to children at camps
in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. She
raised the money to pay for her
trip—including the purchase of a
new bike that cost $1,000—through
a series of minimum wage jobs.

Two Students Receive
Chancellor’s Award

Thomas D. Sanford, Jr. ’00 and
Joshua R. Vaughan ’99 were named
recipients of a 1999 Chancellor’s
Award for Student Excellence by the
State University of New York. SUNY
Chancellor John W. Ryan presented
the awards at a ceremony in Albany
March 30.

“This award is our way of honor-
ing students who have shown the
courage, ability, and will to succeed,”
said Ryan.

Award recipients must have
demonstrated outstanding academic
ach ievement
and received
national or inter-
national recog-
nition for their
efforts.

Both Sanford
and Vaughan are

students in ESF’s
Faculty of Con-
struction Manage-
ment and Wood
Products Engineer-
ing. The Associ-
ated Schools of
Construction hon-
ored Sanford, from
Groton, N.Y., and Vaughan, from
Elmira, N.Y., this past year. In addi-
tion, Sanford is the recipient of the
National Scholarship Award of the
Associated General Contractors of
America while Vaughan was named
to Who’s Who Among Students in
American Universities and Colleges.

ESF College Foundation
Board Gets Two New
Members

Stephen V. Ardia of Skaneateles,
N.Y., and Walter P. Smith ’54 of Por-
tola Valley, Calif., were elected mem-
bers of the board of directors of the
ESF College Foundation, Inc. 

The election was held at the
board’s annual spring meeting May 1,
said ESF College Foundation Presi-
dent R. Leland Davis, president of
Galson Corporation.

Ardia is the retired president and
chief executive officer of Environ-
ment One Corp. of Niskayuna, N.Y.
Ardia’s sons, Daniel R. and David S.,
earned master’s degrees from ESF in
1997 and 1995, respectively.

Smith, who studied pulp and
paper technology and high polymer
chemistry at ESF, is the founder and
former chief executive officer of Prog-
nostics, Inc. In 1998, Smith contri-
buted $200,000 to ESF’s Appeal for
the Jahn Laboratory. The new build-
ing’s main teaching laboratory was
named the Walter P. Smith Labora-
tory in honor of his gift.

Directors of the foundation are
elected for three-year terms.
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A Site To Behold
If you haven't visited ESF's World

Wide Web site recently, you're in for
a treat.

A revamped college Web site
debuted this spring. The new site
has a completely different look and
organization, and includes more
information to meet a variety of vis-
itors' needs including prospective
students, alumni, and friends.

The site contains more than 250
new pages, said Dr. Maureen O. Fel-
lows, director of Information Tech-
nology and Institutional Planning.
"We hope visitors will find it fun and
easy to explore."

To view the new ESF homepage,
go to www.esf.edu.

The site comprises maps and
descriptions of college facilities, aca-
demic programs, regional campuses
and field stations, student and
alumni services and activities, and
research programs. Also included are
listings of events, recent news stories,
and public service publications.

Other new features in develop-
ment include online registration for
continuing education and graduate
admissions, an interactive database
of campus email and phone num-
bers, and a searchable keyword index
for specific information on teaching
and research efforts.

‘Real’ Hands-On Training
At The Ranger School

All Ranger School students can
count on real, hands-on experience
in their wildland fire training class,
taught by Instructor Wayne G. Allen.

What they can’t always count on
is a “real” fire.

This year’s dry conditions have
made the Adirondack forests much
more susceptible to the threat of fire.

Continued on next page

Thomas D. Sanford, Jr.

Joshua R. Vaughan
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Anthropologist Marilyn Wake-
land Hoskins, who has had a long
career in the area of community
forestry, was awarded the honorary
Doctor of Humane Letters degree
May 16 from ESF. In conferring the
honor on Hoskins, the SUNY Board
of Trustees described her as “one of
the world’s major innovators in new
approaches in managing forests.”

Environmental and Forest Biology.
The salutatorian is Jessica Ross of
Plainview, N.Y., who majored in
Environmental Resources and Forest
Engineering. 

Vicki Lyn Shorey of Frankfort,
N.Y., led the 1999 Ranger School
graduates. Caren Michelle Donovan of
Cuba, N.Y., was the class salutatorian.

During ESF’s convocation, held
May 15, Faculty Honors were be-
stowed upon the following students:
Trombley; Ross; Jeffrey Burns of
Lockport, N.Y., Environmental Stud-
ies; Katherine Hargrave of Vestal,
N.Y., dual option in Environmental
and Forest Biology/Forest Resources
Management; David Kabza of
Orchard Park, N.Y., Construction
Management and Wood Products
Engineering; Matthew Lochansky of
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., Chemistry;
Brian O’Mahony of Syracuse, N.Y.,
Paper Science and Engineering; Karl
Roecker of Bellvale,
N.Y., Landscape Archi-
tecture; and Jonathan
Schroeter of Hamburg,
N.Y., Forestry.

In addition, Trombley,
Ross, and Burns were
named ESF’s Class of
1999 Scholars.

ESF shared Com-
mencement ceremonies
with Syracuse Univer-
sity at the Carrier Dome
May 16. Class Marshals
leading the ESF degree
candidates in the Com-
mencement procession
were Jeffrey J. Sturek of
Johnson City, N.Y., a
student in the Faculty of Construc-
tion Management and Wood Prod-
ucts Engineering; and Teresa L. Far-
rell of Waverly, N.Y., a student in the
Faculty of Environmental Studies.

The state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation called on stu-
dents at ESF’s Ranger School in
Wanakena three times to help contain
blazes that had erupted near Edwards,
N.Y., and the town of Webb.

Under the supervision of Allen
at the Edwards sites and Associate
Professor Michael R. Bridgen at the
Webb site, students worked during
their scheduled lab sessions for the
fire training class. The students were
assigned to complete the digging of
trenches—fire lines—to keep the
fires from spreading.

In addition to the students, more
than 100 volunteer firefighters from
18 volunteer fire companies fought
the blazes, which burned about 30
acres in total.

Typically, Allen, a ’79 Ranger
School grad, and co-instructors Joseph
M. Kennedy RS ’82 and Bernard J.
Siskavich RS ’71, both DEC forest
rangers, set up a controlled burn on
the school’s Dubuar Forest for the
class’ lab sessions. Allen said he was
glad not to have to do that this year
since the area is so dry.

350 Students Earn
Degrees From ESF

ESF awarded some 350 baccalau-
reate, master’s, and doctoral degrees
May 15 and 16 during its Syracuse
campus commencement weekend
and another 46 associate’s degrees in
graduation ceremonies May 22 at the
Ranger School in Wanakena.

The valedictorian for the Class
of 1999 is Angelina Trombley of
Stillwater, N.Y., who majored in

Campus Update,

Continued

Angelina Trombley

President Ross S. Whaley,
Anthropologist Marilyn
Wakeland Hoskins, and
Provost William P. Tully

Jessica Ross
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here are immigrants in our midst. They carry
no green cards, heed no international borders, and
often travel under assumed names. At worst they are
vilified, hated, and persecuted.

At best they are woefully under-appreciated.
They are the eastern coyote.

Originally a native to the Southwest, the coyote
expanded its range following the extirpation of the
wolf in the Lower 48. Its arrival in
New York five decades ago has
sparked a continuing debate in
which hunters contend that the
eastern coyote (a.k.a. coydog,
brushwolf) is decimating the
Adirondack deer herd.

In the early years, a heated
debate evolved between wildlife
biologists and hunters about
whether coyotes really kill deer.
Now, science has settled the
debate. Food habits studies,
conducted since the 1950s at
ESF’s Adirondack Ecological Center in Newcomb,
have shown a gradual change in diet from snowshoe
hare to white-tailed deer. It is a question of survival
in the Adirondacks, for there is little else to eat.

Adirondack coyotes hunt in groups consisting of a
breeding pair and their offspring from the current
year and sometimes from previous years. A coyote
pack, usually no more than seven animals, may roam
an area up to 20 square miles. Researcher Gary
Brundige found that venison comprises about half
of the volume of food ingested by Adirondack coy-
otes over the course of a year but ranged from 18 to

82 percent of their diet in autumn
and winter respectively.

Deer are probably not the pre-
ferred food of coyotes and a
resurgence in snowshoe hare
numbers would probably trigger
a dietary switch back to small
mammals. Evidence for this is
found in farmlands surrounding
the Adirondacks, where rodents
and other small mammals form
the bulk of coyote diets even
though deer are available.

While coyotes certainly do
prey on deer, the controversy over the effects of coy-
ote predation on deer herds continues. Many sports-
men contend that since coyotes kill deer, killing coy-
otes will save deer, ignoring the fact that winter

“...deer popula-
tions have been

increasing for the
past 20 years in
spite of impacts

of coyotes.”

Do coyotes destroy
our deer herds?
by Steve Kendrot

T



8 INSIDE ESF     Summer 1999

weather is by far the chief determinant of annual deer
mortality. Not that they don’t understand the concept
of “compensatory mortality.” Hunters have long
argued that sport hunting of deer reduces winter star-
vation. This theory also applies to coyotes. During a
harsh winter, as many as 60 percent of fawns suc-
cumb to starvation. Many of these animals are con-
sumed by coyotes before they actually starve. Adult
deer are also a target, but are less vulnerable to coy-
ote attacks.

That is not to say that coyotes have no effect on
deer numbers. When poor habitat conditions prevail,
deer reproduce at lower rates and coyote predation
can become additive—that is, coyotes can further
depress already low deer herds and slow their recov-
ery following severe winters.

This predator-prey interaction is called a preda-
tor pit. For many sportsmen, the obvious solution is
to kill coyotes, but seldom does this work. Killing
a coyote often results in the breakup of the pack.
Then, instead of a single female breeding, three or
four females forge out to start their own packs. As

a result, coyote control simply does not work. Time
and habitat management are often the only solution
to a predator pit. Once over-browsed habitat recov-
ers, deer reproductive rates increase, allowing them
to escape the controlling effects of coyote predation.

The only “control agent” that has proven effec-
tive at reducing coyote densities for the long-term
has been wolves. Intense competition between
wolves and coyotes often results in the death or dis-
placement of many coyotes, the remainder of which
scrape out their living in buffer areas between adja-
cent wolf packs. Wolves were eliminated a century
ago because of perceived competition for wild game
and livestock. But few sportsmen seem pleased with
the stand-in that nature has provided.

Ironically, wolves may have been, and perhaps
could again be, a better predator for Adirondack
deer, since they occur at lower densities, have larger
territories, and adjust more readily to changes in
their food supply. However, in the absence of
wolves, coyotes are filling an important ecological
niche, providing food for scavengers and preventing
eruptive growth of the deer herd.

According to harvest records of the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation, deer popula-
tions throughout the Adirondacks have been increas-
ing for the past 20 years in spite of the alleged
detrimental impacts of coyotes.

In the end, the coyote controversy may be more a
problem of human perception than of biological reality.

Kendrot is a doctoral student in wildlife biology at ESF.
This article is reprinted by permission of the Adiron-
dack Explorer, 36 Church Street, Saranac Lake, N.Y.
12983; Dick Beamish, publisher.
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High-Tech ‘Focus’ on
Natural Resources
by Claire B. Dunn

High-Tech ‘Focus’ on
Natural Resources
by Claire B. Dunn

Jerry Kinn ’77, ’81, has an office full of technical
experts and sophisticated electronic equipment in his
corporate headquarters outside Boston. But when he
needs ideas, he returns to Syracuse and mines for inspi-
ration in Bray Hall. 

One of the magnets that draws Kinn back to his alma
mater is the college’s new partnership with the National
Aeronautic and Space Administration.

The space-age link between the SUNY College of
Environmental Science and Forestry and the federal gov-
ernment’s most visible high-tech agency was designed
to encourage technical and economic development and
make American companies more competitive. It also
helps position ESF as a center for using high-tech meth-
ods to educate the next generation of scientists about the
use and protection of the earth’s natural resources. 

“The wise use of natural resources is a central issue
at ESF,” said Provost William P. Tully. “You can’t make

policy if you don’t have the facts. The technical approach
to natural resource questions allows for good design
activities to deal with these resources, for good man-
agement, and for good engineering. It also provides the
platform for excellent science to take place.”

And Tully says ESF should stand squarely on
that platform.

“As there is more and more computational power in
the world, it becomes more routinely accessible. There
is a tremendous obligation for educational institutions
to ensure people are competent to use it,” he said. “We
take on that responsibility as the primary place in New
York where those questions should be investigated.” 

In that role, ESF has reached out to the business com-
munity in the eastern United States through its desig-
nation as a NASA Affiliated Research Center. The col-
lege also extends a technical hand through public access
to its base station, a global positioning systems unit that

Huntington Forest, October 1998
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sits on the roof of Bray Hall and receives a continuous
series of signals from satellites nearly 13,000 miles above
the earth’s surface. And the college was a major player
this winter in a SMART-NY conference that examined
ways for the state to increase its research and educational
efforts in high-tech fields.

Much of the hardware used by ESF in these academic
and research ventures falls under the auspices of the col-
lege’s Faculty of Environmental Resources and Forest
Engineering.

“These are tools. They’re high-tech, but they’re tools,”
said Dr. Robert H. Brock Jr., faculty chair. “And people
can’t use those tools if they don’t know how. That’s
where this department comes in. We are where the
expertise is, where the know-how is.”

Tully and Brock see the ever-increasing use of highly
sophisticated technology—geographic information sys-
tems, global positioning systems, and remote sensing—
as a seamless fit with ESF’s traditional emphasis on
natural resources. 

Said Brock: “You’ve got to quantify a resource and
you’ve got to locate it and that’s where all these high-tech
gadgets come in. Scientists can’t even begin (to use it
or protect it) unless they know how much they’re work-
ing with and where it is.”

Tully, whose background is in forest engineering, says
the process begins with basic questions and proceeds
to answers gleaned from computer programs and satel-
lite images. 

“When you’re examining any resource, questions
arise: First, where is the resource? What is it composed
of? What is the quality? Next, what is the stability of the
quantity, quality, and existence of the resource?”

He offered research into tree disease as an example.
Remote sensing—loosely defined as the technology of
obtaining information about a particular area without
being physically present to do the searching and meas-
uring—can answer questions about different properties of 

affected trees: Where are they? Are they on the northern
or southern slope of a mountain? Where’s the nearest
water? What is the soil moisture content? How much
snow normally falls in the area? 

“The details of good, accurate, and precise measure-
ments allow you to answer these kinds of questions,”
Tully said. “If you go out in the woods and try to look
at enough trees, all you’ll get is lost. Are you going to look
at 500,000 trees just on one hillside?”

In addition to gathering information on the trees,
researchers can use remote-sensing technology to amass
additional data and put it into a computer.

“You can correlate the spread of the tree disease with
climate factors such as the wind. Which way does the
wind blow? Is it a wind-borne disease? Is it transported
through the groundwater to the roots? All these things
can be put into a geographic information systems data
base and then you can determine where a disease is
headed,” Tully said.

Foresters aren’t the only ones who benefit from these
technical innovations. Through the NASA program,
Kinn hopes to make similar information readily avail-
able to the nation’s farmers.

Kinn is a product manager with TASC, an engineer-
ing services company that is a subsidiary of Litton Indus-
tries, which is involved in work for the U.S. Department
of Defense. Kinn is leading the development of a branch
of TASC called Emerge, an information technology firm.

Emerge’s goal is to make information technology easy
to use and easy to obtain. The idea is to take data—num-
bers and pictures that might not mean much to a non-
scientific observer—and turn it into useful information.

“Once farmers plant in the spring, they don’t really
know what’s going on because they can’t really get
around to every little piece of their land,” Kinn said. “It’s
like running a business where you have a business plan
in January and you have a bottom line in December and
no information on what happens in between.”

High-Tech ‘Focus’ on Natural Resources
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Armed with accurate, detailed information on
weather, soil condition, and crop production, he said,
growers can better determine how much pesticide to use
on their crops and what type of chemical to use at what
time of the year. The result would be better crop pro-
duction and reduced pesticide use. “I expect growers
will become better stewards of the land and stave off
tougher regulations by the EPA. No one wants to be a bet-
ter steward than the landowner or the grower who rents
the land.”

Remote sensing was developed primarily by the fed-
eral government and used as a Defense Department tool.
Kinn says it’s time to make the technology more widely
available.

“It’s time to make it more useful to the general public.
We want to get it to the point where growers buy it and 

discuss their success with the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. Forest owners and foresters can buy it and trade
information with the Environmental Protection Agency
on its use,” he said. “Where the ARC program’s going
to help is to devise information farmers can use.”

Kinn’s aim of putting the information in the hands of
people who are neither scientists nor engineers reflects
one of the NASA program’s goals. “This center provides
a low investment, low-risk opportunity to investigate
high technology with a goal of commercial development:
making money,” said Dr. Paul F. Hopkins, director of the
center and a member of the Faculty of Environmental
Resources and Forest Engineering. “This is a resource for
companies with an idea. They can come here and inves-
tigate modern geographic data and analysis, and then
determine the idea’s feasibility. It’s all done at a relatively
low risk to the company. In the end, they can decide if
the idea has merit.”

ESF is one of nine colleges and universities around
the country serving NASA in that role. It is one of only
two ARC facilities in the Northeast. The other is at
Brown University. 

Hopkins is assisted in the operation of the ARC by
Lindi Quackenbush, a recent graduate of ESF’s master’s
program, who acts as coordinator.

The program will involve faculty members and
students from several of ESF’s academic departments:
environmental resources and forest engineering, envi-
ronmental studies, forestry, environmental and forest
biology, and landscape architecture.

Kinn, whose company already has an array of high-
tech equipment, said the ARC program provides another,
perhaps lesser-known service: It is a source of fresh ideas. 

“The beauty of the ARC program is that it’s outside
all the trappings of the workplace. Students have a nat-
ural way of drawing information out of you,” he said.
“I’m here for the ideas. I’m here for the fresh look and I’ll
capitalize on that, quite literally. A smaller company
would be here for access to the technology.”Alumnus Jerry Kinn in the mapping science labs in Bray Hall.

High-Tech ‘Focus’ on Natural Resources
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Kinn’s company employs computer experts who can
process and analyze any information that comes their
way. But at ESF, he can reach the foresters and engineers
who work in the field.

“It acts as a bridge to the consumer,” he said. “That’s
the value of the ARC program.”

Like the ARC program, the SMART-NY initiative
has the goal of expanding ESF’s impact on economic
development, particularly in high-tech areas. The pro-
gram draws its name from SUNY/Cornell Multiplier to
Advance Research and Technology.

During its February conference at the State Museum
in Albany, several ESF researchers made presentations
on subjects including water resources, sustainable indus-
try and development, fuel cell and energy production,
and geo-spatial modeling.

The ARC operates out of the mapping labs in the base-
ment of Bray Hall. Four stories above it, on the roof of
the venerable old building, is another element of the col-
lege’s high-tech outreach program.

A small antenna, which survived last year’s Labor
Day derecho that did extensive damage at other locations
on campus, is part of a geographic positioning system
(GPS) unit called a base station. It receives signals every
five seconds around the clock from Telstar satellites
orbiting Earth. A cable that slithers through the walls
of Bray carries the electronic signal into Room 314,
where the information is fed into a computer. 

Researchers, who carry portable GPS “rovers” into
the field, use the base station’s data to verify their loca-
tion in the field. Comparing the two readings greatly
reduces the margin of error inherent in such calculations.

“That way, if you’re studying a plot in the Adiron-
dacks, you can get back to the exact same location later,”
said Edwin H. White, a forester by trade who is ESF’s
dean of Research. “And you know you’re looking at the
same trees the next time.”

ESF has operated the base station for about five years.
Paul Szemkow, an instructional support specialist who
is responsible for maintaining the unit, believes it is the
only base station in Central New York to which the pub-
lic has access.

Officials from neighboring Madison County have
used it in developing the community’s 911 emergency
response system. ESF graduate students have used infor-
mation derived from the base station in projects based at
ESF’s Heiberg Forest south of Syracuse and at the college’s
Adirondack Ecological Center in Newcomb. 

“Instead of surveying on the ground, it became much
easier to do it with GPS,” Szemkow said. “With a piece
of ground 100 kilometers by 100 kilometers, it could take
months to survey it on the ground. With the GPS, we
were doing the same type of work in about 45 minutes.”

The base station is scheduled to be updated this sum-
mer with the addition of another antenna. 

“Everybody uses this information—engineers, lawyers,
you name it,” Brock said. “As time goes on, it will be
used more and more because everything that happens
can be identified with a time and place.”

“The whole field of forestry and forest engineering
has become high-tech, no question about it,” White said.
“These are things that were James Bond material 10 years
ago. It’s now commonplace in our industry.”

Dunn is assistant director of News and Publications
at ESF.

ESF alumni and friends interested in obtaining

information about working with the ARC program

should contact Dr. Paul Hopkins, director, by email

at phopkins@syr.edu or by phone at 315-470-6696.

High-Tech ‘Focus’ on Natural Resources
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Curtis H. Bauer is the kind of gen-
tleman who might wonder why any-
body would want to read about him.
But he’s much too polite to ask. And
he’s smart enough to know better.

After all, Bauer, a self-described
introvert, is one of ESF’s success

stories. A Class of 1950 grad-
uate, he’s a self-made man
who, through determination
and hard work, achieved his
dream, says one administrator.
As a professional forester, he
enjoys a national reputation.
And as a human being, he is
praised for his keen intellect,
his integrity, his composure,
and his quiet capacity for get-
ting things done.

In all, a man well-suited for
the task at hand: As chair of
ESF’s board of trustees, Bauer
also chairs the search com-
mittee charged with finding a
new president to lead the
school into the 21st century.
It’s just the latest in a string of
duties Bauer has shouldered
during his 30 years on the

board. But he feels the significance of
the moment keenly. 

“Education and the demands on
educators and administrators have
changed dramatically,” Bauer says.
“We now compete with private col-
leges and universities for outside fund-
ing. Finding the right person to lead
our institution is the board’s major
responsibility, and one which none of
us takes lightly.”

The ideal candidate? Bauer begins
thoughtfully: “We’re looking for a per-
son who is skilled in every facet of aca-
demia; a good teacher who under-
stands teaching; a good administrator
who can bring the college and all of its
various components together and
drive for common goals; somebody

who has the ability to fashion budgets
and work with legislators on budget
initiatives.

“We need a president with vision
that places us squarely in the center of
things as we enter a new era. We need
a president who has a silver tongue
and can motivate people by speaking
and has the ability to bring external
funds to the college; and who has suf-
ficient depth in science to earn the
respect of the academic community.”

He pauses and smiles: “He’s loved
by the students and, probably, pro-
claimed by all as one of the great lead-
ers of the country. We just happen to
have him,” he says, referring to Presi-
dent Ross S. Whaley.

OK, it’s a tall order. But in the eyes of
those who know Bauer, the job couldn’t
be in more capable hands.

“Curt knows this institution very
well,” says Whaley. “He’s an alumnus,
he’s served on the board for 30 years,
he’s served on the ESF College Foun-
dation, and chaired an advisory com-
mittee to the Faculty of Forestry. He’s
sharp as a tack, and he has a passion
for the college. He thinks what we do
is terribly important to society. And
we’d better do it right, because the
costs of error are great.”

Longtime friend and former ESF
classmate Robert Sand agrees. “Curt
isn’t the kind to brag,” observes Sand,
“but when he talks, he knows what
he’s talking about. He has the insight
to pinpoint the things that are impor-
tant and find solutions quickly, and he
does it in such a way as not to be dom-
ineering. He just puts an idea in your
head, and you don’t realize he’s put
it there until it’s all done.”

Another Class of ’50 alumnus and
friend, Harrison Payne, casts that per-
suasive streak another way: “When
you’re getting a tree to grow, you
don’t push it and tie it down,” says

Campus Profile

Curt Bauer: A Gentleman And A Scholar
by Carol Boll

Curtis H. Bauer 



Payne, professor and vice president
for Student Affairs emeritus at ESF.
“You lean gently on it, and lean gen-
tly on it, and lean gently on it. And
pretty soon, it grows in the direction
you want.”

Whaley can attest to that. “Curt has
a marvelous ability to counsel me
without ever pushing me,” he says.
“He’s had a marked impact on this
place simply by gentle, thoughtful
persuasion.”

Away from campus, Bauer has
proven himself to be a pretty shrewd
businessman. Following a one-year
stint with the U.S. Forest Service in
Montana, he returned to New York
state in 1951 to settle down with his
new wife, Sue, and develop his skills
in the forest products industry. In
1953, he launched one of the first pri-
vate consulting forestry businesses in
the state. By the time he sold the
Jamestown-based company in 1991,
Forecon, Inc., counted among its
clients some of the largest industrial
forest products firms in the country.
Bauer continues to work as a consult-
ant for Forecon, which also has offices
in West Virginia and Pennsylvania.

His list of professional honors and
affiliations reveal a long-standing pas-
sion for, and commitment to, his field.

“Curt really stands out in my mind
as an example of a self-made man who
had a dream to study forestry and
through hard work made it happen,”
says ESF Director of Alumni Affairs
Justin F. Culkowski ’73. “He kept his
dream and made it a reality, and I
think that says a lot about him.”

His capacity to “get down to busi-
ness” is a characteristic Bauer honed
as an undergraduate. Like 90 percent
of his new classmates in 1946, he was
a World War II veteran, having served
with the U.S. Navy.

“These were very serious-minded
people who had spent time in the
service and were anxious to get on
with their lives,” Bauer recalls. “I don’t
mean to imply it was a monastery
here. Vets were very vibrant people,
and we certainly had some marvelous
times. But we had people who truly
were outstanding in the sense of what
they did in World War II. It was a group
of people that truly were inspirational
because of their background and their
attitude of getting on with things.”

Bauer remains close to classmates
Sand and Payne, and over the years
the three have traveled extensively
together. One trait of Bauer’s that has
particularly impressed Payne over the
years is his remarkable capacity to
remain calm in the face of the most
alarming events.

Payne recalls one memorable trip
to Quebec some 20 years ago. The two
were enjoying a cigar and a scotch on
the porch of their cabin after a good day
of fishing when suddenly the camp
cookhouse 50 yards away exploded in
flames. A young guide came dashing
out, his back ablaze, heading for the
river to douse himself.

“In a flash, Curt threw down his
scotch and bolted over the railing,”
Payne recalls. “He ran and tackled the
guide and rolled him over and put out
the fire, which probably saved the
young man’s life. And he was just as
calm and cool as ever.”

Looking back over the 50 years
since his own graduation, Bauer
marvels at his alma mater’s capacity
to evolve and redefine its mission
according to the needs of society. He’s
watched it grow from a school for
foresters into a multidimensional
institution offering everything from
paper



Jobs
Who Needs ’Em?
Students!

Although more than 90 percent of ESF students qualify
for some type of financial aid, many pursue part-time and
seasonal jobs to help with such things as living costs, books,
and other school supplies. In addition, some students seek
employment for the experience it provides in the work
world—whether or not their job is career related.

Who Has ’Em?
You!

If you need seasonal or part-time assistance, contact ESF’s
job location and development program at 315-470-6706.
Based in the college’s Financial Aid Office, the service
links students seeking jobs with employers looking for
competent, educated applicants.

There is no fee for the referral service, and employers are under
no obligation to hire from among the applicants who contact
them. Our students have worked successfully on part-time
assignments as sales clerks, office or laboratory assistants, recre-
ation leaders, forestry or architectural aides, and warehouse or
construction workers.

For more information, call 315-470-6706.

ESF Job Location and Development Program
Office of Financial Aid
115 Bray Hall
SUNY-ESF
Syracuse, NY 13210-2783
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Books and Monographs
Coufal ’60, James E., contributor to The
Land Ethic: Meeting Human Needs for the
Land and its Resources, John A. Helms,
editor. 176 pages. Society of American
Foresters, Bethesda, MD. 1998.

Floyd, Donald W., editor, Forest of Dis-
cord: Options for Governing our National
Forests and Federal Public Lands. 96
pages. Society of American Foresters,
Bethesda, MD. March 1999.

Worrall, James J., editor, Structure and
Dynamics of Fungal Populations. 348
pages. Kluwer Academic Press, Dor-
drecht, Netherlands. 1999.

Awards and Honors
Raynal, Dudley J., J. William Fulbright
Senior Lectureship, Middle East Technical
University, Ankara, Turkey. Spring 1999.

Shannon ’82, S. Scott, J. William Ful-
bright Senior Lectureship, Czech Techni-
cal University, Prague, Czech Republic.
Spring 1999.

Smardon, Richard C., appointed advi-
sory board member, Legal Institute of the
Great Lakes.

Campus Calendar

June 1 Summer Program in Field Forestry. Wanakena campus.
Through July 20.

June 6 Summer Program in Environmental Biology, Session I.
Cranberry Lake Biological Station. Through July 2.

July 5 Summer Program in Environmental Biology, Session II. Cran-
berry Lake Biological Station. Through July 30.

July 9 College Information Session for High School Students. Also
July 16, July 23, August 6, August 13, and August 16.
Additional information: Office of Undergraduate Admissions,
315-470-6600.

August 6-7 Ranger School Alumni Reunion. Wanakena campus. Addi-
tional information: Ranger School, 315-848-2566.

August 13-15 Cranberry Lake Biological Station Reunion. Cranberry Lake
Biological Station. Additional information: Office of Alumni
Services, 315-470-6632.

August 15 Registration and orientation. Wanakena campus. Through
August 17. Additional information: Ranger School,
315-848-2566.

August 18 Classes begin. Wanakena campus.

August 26 New student orientation program. Syracuse campus. Through
August 29. Additional information: Office of Student Activ-
ities, 315-470-6658.

August 30 Classes begin. Syracuse campus.

September 11-15 Alumni Reception, Society of American Foresters annual 
meeting. Portland, OR. Additional information: Office of 
Alumni Services, 315-470-6632.

September 13-15 Alumni Reception, American Society of Landscape Archi-
tects annual meeting. Boston, MA. Additional information: 
Office of Alumni Services, 315-470-6632.

October 1-2 Homecoming. Syracuse campus. Additional information: 
Office of Alumni Services, 315-470-6632.

October 4-5 15th Annual New York State Geographic Information Systems
Conference. Albany, NY. Additional information: Office of 
Continuing Education, 315-470-6891 or www.esf.edu/out
reach/conted/conferences/nysgis99.htm.
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