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Strawberry Fest, a yearly tradition, drew so many students this year that the lines went on for yards. But that didn't
deter students from clamoring to the Student Activities Center Plaza for that small, red fruit.

Strawberry Fest 2010
By JOE ARICO
Contributing Writer

Stony Brook's annual Strawberry
Fest hit the academic mall this past
Wednesday, along with beautiful
weather and long lines. Hundreds
of students took a break from
traditional lunches and studying for
finals to indulge in the twelve tables
full of strawberry influenced sweets
thait brought about a party like
atmosphere.

If you didn't purchase your ticket
in advance, $8.25 would get you your
pass to a sampling of each food at the
festival. Even as late as 2p.m. students
hovered around the cashier desk in
the SAC lobby hoping to purchase
their way into a strawberry paradise.

Fresh lemonade, banana bread,
smoothies, pizza and even shrimp and
rice were all available with some sort
of strawberry flavored twist.

One of the things in highest
demand was the funnel cake, topped
with strawberry sauce and cream. At
its longest, the line stretched from the
front of the SAC's main entrance to
the niddleofMelville Library. It took
four members of the campus dining
staffworking non-stop in an assembly
line like fashion to meet demand.

While some students dodged into
the nearest air-conditioned building
to enjoy their food, most hopped
quickly to the next line, eating their
food from the last station to pass the
time.

Stony Brook's annual Diversity
Day added to the. atmosphere as

several campus groups set up a stage
in the academic circle to perform and
play music. The school mascot Wolfie
was also on hand, high iving students
and takingpart in the day's events.

According to the Student and
Faculty Association, Strawberry
Fest is routinely scheduled for the
last Wednesday in April as a way
to give students a diversion during
crunch time. This year it came in the
first week of May, putting students
that much closer to final papers
and projects. "This is unbelievable,"
one student said, taking a bite of
strawberry. "It's almost as sweet as the
end of the semester."

See page 6 for more photos

USG CHIEF
JUSTICE

SAFE FOR
NOW

BY CAITLIN FERRELL
Staff Writer

Impeachment City is no longer.
"It's not going to happen," Chief

Justice Geordan Kushner said of his
possible impeachment, which came
about in the wake of Senator Daniel
Graber's impeachment and the
controversy surrounding it - claims
that he posted pornography on an
Undergraduate Student Government
computer desktop, and lighting a
colleague's business cards on fire.

Senator Alexander Dimitriyadi,
who defended Graber, believed
that Graber had committed an
"impeachable offense," but Dimitriyadi
believed that it was a "witch-hunt" to
impeach Graber months after the fact.
"Had I been on the executive council
when the issue was brought up, I
would have pushed for impeachment
at the time, back in November;
Dimitriyadi said. "I disagreed with
the things that happened after"
Dimitriyadi defended Graber because
he believed the senator was a "victim
ofcircumstance."

Chief Justice Kushner had pushed
for Graber's impeachment, writing the
judiciary opinion: "So that's why they
came after me; Kushner said, referring
to attempts ofhis own impeachment.

"I was one of the people that
was pushing for it," Dimitriyadi
said. Dimitriyadi believed some of
Kushner's actions were questionable,
like his claims that the Constitution
was unconstitutional. "That was a
mistake on the part of the judiciary.
It doesn't even make logical sense,"
Dimitriyadi said.

Dimitriyadi also believed there
were other mistakes made by Kushner

See USG on 3

A Voyage for a Family

Anna Thomas dislikes a
lot of things. She hates being
asked about her "fertility
issues:' She dislikes being
compared to Angelina Jolie.
She doesn't like pushy people
on the subway or ironing.

She hates dating. She doesn't
like being questioned about
finances. "I think the next
person who asks me how

See FAMILY on 8

Taking the Elevator: You're Lazy!

I was in an elevator people were that they
in the Melville Library used an elevator to go up
the other day when two or down one floor.
women, or should I call The next floor a
them children because women got out and said
of their lack of civility,
commented on how lazy See ELEVATOR on 5
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Job Opportunities in Mental Health Services

Gain Valuable Experience by working in community residences with individ als
who have psychiatric disabilities. Internships also available.

Parl Time - 2 overnights per week or on every other weekend
Fu1 Time - Monday to Friday daytime schedules available

Access to car and clean license required
Paid Training, Competitive Salary, Excellent Benefits

Sfor Community Living, Inc.

(631) 361-9020, ext. 105 or FAX (631) 361-7087
www.optionscl.org

Look us up on ZebraNet!

Are you a safe driver?
Call me today to find out how
I can help you save up to 15%.

(631) 689 7770

SIMON A de SOUZA.
MBA
1320 STONY BROOK RD
STONY BROOK
simon@altstate.comr YAurs i go ardteYou're En good h'ands.

Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and qualifications. Discount
amount may be lower and applies to most major coverages. Discount applies to most major coverages.Alistate
Property and Casualty nsurance Company: Northbrook, L © 2009 Allstate insurance Company

Convenient Locations
Stony Brook University
Student Activities Center
Health Sciences Center

Plus 8 Campus ATMs

Savirgs Fedra/y

ENsurd25DER25
LENDER

The DNA of D rebit Cards
Debit cards, also known as check cards, have credit card logos on them but are very different. Instead of drawing on a line
of credit, check cards act like a check, deducting the amount of your purchase from your checking account. You use them
instead of cash and checks. Think of it as your ATM card and your checkbook all rolled into one,

It's convenient. Use a check card for books, lunch, groceries, gasoline, gifts or any of your everyday purchases. You can
use it with your PIN or you can sign for your purchases. If you use it with your PIN, you may be asked if you want to get
cash back - a handy way of making a withdrawal along with your purchase.

7 Signs of Smart Check Card Use:

1. Memorizing and protecting your PIN. Do not keep it with you.
2. Immediately recording purchases and withdrawals in your check register.
3. Signing the back of your card to make it harder for others to use.
4. Keeping receipts to check against your statement.
5. Using your institution's ATM machines to avoid fees.
6. Being aware of your surroundings when you use your check card, especially at an ATM at night.
7. Immediately reporting lost or stolen cards.

A TFCU Visa Check Card is free, fast and convenient and has no annual fee or finance charges.

Make the Smart Move to TFCU
Teachers Federal Credit Union, Stony Brook's on-campus banking services partner, offers a complete range of financial
services to Stony Brook students, faculty, staff and their families. All Long Islanderst can now bank with TFCU.

Stop by or open your new membership account online today! Call 631-698-7000 or visit www.teachersfcu.org

Visit www.teachersfcu.org for additional locations and branch hours
- Excluding ltownships aI Southampton, East Hampton and Shelter Istand.

FAX
SERVICES

$.50
per page

(including cover sheet).
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USG CHIEF JUSTICE SAFE
FOR NOW

Fromr USG on 1

and the judiciary, like
removing Graber from
office without an official
impeachment. "I thought there
were violations of due process,"
Dimitriyadi said.

An executive session,
in which Kushner was not
present, was held during which
USG members voted on other
issues as well as Kushner's
impeachment. Kushner was
not aware of the outcome, only
that he was still in his position
as chief justice. "I'm guessing
they didn't have the votes;'" he
said Wednesday.

Dimitriyadi, who was
present at the executive
session, first said there was
no vote taken, then said
it was unanimously voted
down. Because Kushner was
appointed in November and
his term is for one academic
year, his term will end May
21. Dimitriyadi said USG
members did not see the
relevance, and called it a "moot
point."

If Kushner were to seek re-
appointment to the Senate,
Dimitriyadi has doubts he will

Chief Justice Geordan Kushner

succeed - about two-thirds speculate that even if he was
of the senators are returning to confirmed, that the Senate
the USG next year. "I would would not approve it.

New Dorms Expected
to goto Southampton
By CAITL N FERRELL
Staff Writer

Stony Brook University
will soon have a new
dormitory that students
can call home. According
to Dallas Baurman,
assistant vice president
of Campus Residences,
the dormitory is slated
to open this coming fall,
and will be the largest
dormitory on campus.

Students are excited
for the new orange-and-
white and blue-and-
white buildings, set in
Roosevelt and Kelly
Quads respectively. "I am
definitely moving into the
new building after seeing
it in construction for the
past two years;' Monique
Merchant, a sophomore
and psychology major
said. "I am so excited to be
living there."

Though the closing
of Stony Brook
Southampton's campus
had a slight impact on the
availability of rooms in

the dorm - Southampton
students were given
preference over some
students after the campus
closing was announced -
Campus Residences said
there were still "many
opportunities" for current
Stony Brook students to
live on-campus.

The dorm will have an
impact on the freshman
tripling rate as well.
Campus Residences said
the 600 new beds will
decrease the tripling rate
for new and returning
students this fall, and said,
"We do anticipate that it
will be possible to offer
regular accommodations
to all tripled residents
by the end of the fall
semester. "

Jesse Oney, currently
a resident assistant in
Stimson College in
Roosevelt Quad, said,
"It'll be awesome to have
brand-new facilities, and I
hope that people will be a
bit more cautious, careful
with living there."

"People often complain
that Stony Brook is old

and run-down, but that
wear-and-tear comes from
the students:' Oney said.
Oney will be a resident
assistant next academic
year in Yang, the Roosevelt
side of the dorm.

The design of the
dorm is a debate among
students. Oney said it
reminded her of"an IKEA
dorm package...or like
LEG Os."

"I think the new dorm
looks amazing and with all
the supposed amenities,
will be a great addition
to the area," ' Merchant
said. "However, as with
almost all the buildings on
campus, it doesn't really
match anything and makes
the other buildings around
it look even worse."

The dorm will be
equipped with a gym,
computer lab and air-
conditioning. "The fact
that it is new is amazing,"
Merchant said. "I will
never have to leave since
everything I need will be
in the building, except for
my classes of course."

Building Upkeep on Hold as Budget Cuts Loom

By PATRICK JACQUES
Staff Writer

Stony Brook
University's plan to
become the flagship school
of the SUNY system is in
full swing. But the faculty
and staff of the Earth and
Space Sciences building
can't worry about that
now-they need a new
roof.

The ESS building,
now over 40 years old, is
beginning to show its age
according to Professor
Richard J. Reeder, Chair
of the Department of
Geosciences at Stony
Brook University.
The building has been
in desperate need of
maintenance and repair
for sometime now. A 2002
Campus Capital Plan
identified several academic
buildings including Old
Chemistry and Harriman

Hall as being in critical
condition.

Now with nearly $20
million in budget cuts and
more cuts likely to come,
the state of buildings
like ESS is a cause for
concern. Building upkeep
in ESS has been a struggle
with the aging building
for obvious and not so
obvious reasons. The
complexities of building
upkeep in New York State
have cost students and
professors already and may
foreshadow trouble for
current projects.

"The public doesn't see
a boiler, in a mechanical
room in the basement
going bad or that it's
held together with coat
hangers. And because
of that when budgets
get cut, the stuff that's
invisible, and not essential
is frequently the stuff that
gets removed and I think
that's contributed largely

to why this building has
gotten to the condition
it's in over the course of 42
years,' said Owen C. Evans,
Director of Laboratories
in the ESS building.

The result according
to Reeder is the
inconvenience that
students and faculty are
forced to deal with due
to the condition of ESS
along with a quality of
space not conducive to the
growth that one would like
to see from an academic
institution.

Evans recalls a time a
few years ago when the
roof was leaking and the
maintenance crew had
to come up with a quick
fix. Using a tarp, they
suspended it under the
roof of the downstairs
lecture hall in ESS so that
all the water would collect
in the middle of the tarp.
Then using a hose the
water would drain from

the tarp, through the hose
into a bucket in the corner
of the room.

"We have needs that
clearly go beyond the
space that's available for
our research," said Reeder.
"Realistically we know
we're not going to get a
new building but we are
bursting at the seams and
the quality, the experience
that the students have is
degrading when you come
into a room when it's cold
outside and the heats not
on for some reason."

That 2002 assessment
of ESS found the steps,
entrances, and exterior
roof among other things
to be in poor condition.
Evans does admit that
incidents like the one with
the tarp were embarrassing,
especially when there
would be public events.
But assigning blame for
this blight isn't as obvious
as one would imagine.

"If you asked me this
ten years ago I probably
would've been very
critical of the campus
administration and say,
'they don't do anything:'
said. Evans. "I didn't
know. Most people don't
really understand that
maintenance isn't locally
controlled, it's just beyond
the campus."

What Evans is referring
to is that the school gets a
certain amount of money
identified out of its total
available dollars to spend
to use on maintenance.
This amount according to
Evans is just a "drop in the
bucket." The truth is the
campus isn't expected to
be able to pay for the major
renovations and so the
state has to approve these
projects before anything
can happen.

These expensive
renovations can be a hard
sell to money strapped

governments especially
since the economic
downturn. Even getting
something done through
the bureaucracy of
the legislature and the
Governors office can take
years. The result is a master
list of critical projects
identified across all 64 of
the SUNY campuses all
waiting in line for their
renovations.

For instance, that
2002 Campus Capital
Plan identified the
heating, ventilation and
air conditioning system
in ESS as being in poor
condition and a critical
need. The new system was
installed several years after
the initial assessment at a
cost of over $ 3 million.

Recently the state
has prepared the
implementation of a

See UPKEEP on 4
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Building Upkeep Not Priority as Budget Cuts LoorrI

From UPKEEP on 3

$6.3 billion plan for SUNY's
educational facilities in hopes
"to address the accumulated
backlog of critical maintenance
projects throughout the
University system;' according to
the New York State division of
the Budget.

"The fact that it takes so long
isn't because they [Stony Brook
University] don't want to do it"
said Reeder. "They just don't
have the money."

Out of local control, building
managers have to go to the state
to try and cut whatever deal they
can to get these projects funded.
With the budget cuts it is likely
that providing the upkeep for
these buildings will only become
more difficult.

"The recent downturn
in the economy has directly
impacted our ability to maintain
buildings," said Terence
Harrigan, executive director of
facilities and services at Stony
Brook University. Harrigan's
department deals with day to day
building up keep in StonyBrook's
academic buildings. "Budgets
are tight and are getting tighter.
We anticipate some services will
be impacted and dramatically
curtailed in order for us to meet
our budgets."

This means even buildings like
the Student Activities Center or
SAC, and the Student Union,
which enjoy special attention
because of their heavy foot
traffic, may have to start doing
more with less when it comes to
making repairs.

This is due to the fact that the

SAC has a privately contracted
staff of custodial workers and is
one of the buildings that serve as
a focal point for the university
with some railings being painted
constantly over and over again
just to keep the building looking
in good condition, according to
Howard Gunston, director of
facilities operations for the SAC
and the Stony Brook Union.

"People talk about how every
night Disney World is painted
because every day is someone's
first day in Walt Disney World,'
said Gunston. "So how do you
do that on a state budget ?"

The famous amusement park
may not actually be painted this
often but Gunston's point is that
his staff is going to have to do
more with less.

The opinion remains however
that with tuition hikes and

buildings going up all over
campus why do buildings
like ESS struggle to find the
funding to make improvements.
According to Reeder it's the
color of the money that people
don't appreciate.

Nothing about this is unique
to the ESS building or to Stony
Brook's campus. These same
problems exist in other buildings
at Stony Brook and across the
SUNYsystem that waitspatiently
in line for there much needed
repairs. Public university systems
like the one in Pennsylvania deal
with these matters differently.
Pennsylvania State University
handles its renovation decisions
locally on campus avoiding the
state legislature all together, in
turn getting things done much
quicker.

Things are looking up for the

ESS building however. Projects
are in the works to replace the
roof, seal the outside walls and
to redo the grounds surrounding
the building. Some remain
skeptical though.

"I'm not exhaling very hard
because I think the plug can get
pulled out on these things any
moment)' said Evans.

If these projects are completed
though, the hope is that a better
kept building will create a more
positive work environment for
teachers and students.

"It is our belief that our
campus is judged daily by visitors
and potential students,' said
Harrigan. "If the campus work
environment is well maintained
and pleasant to be in, the campus
becomes a place that people
want to spend there time and
talents in."
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OPINIO
Taking The Elevator: You're Lazy!

By ELIZABETH BRENNER
Contributing Writer

I was in an elevator in the
Melville Library the other
day when two women, or
should I call them children
because of their lack of civility,
commented on how lazy people
were that they used an elevator
to go up or down one floor.

The next floor a women got
out and said she had an injury.
After the doors closed the two
girls had a conversation almost
verbatim to the following:

Child one "Oh my God I
can't believe she waited until
she got off to say something It's
not like you were. gunna punch
her"

Child two: "I know"
Then the first girl said the

most immature thing of all
"When I had a broken foot I
used the stairs." At this point
I wanted to scream at them
but I decided not to waste my
energy on people who are too
immature to understand why I
would be upset..

The funny thing is what's
the difference between one and

two or even three floors. I mean
those girls entered on the first
floor, they only went up a few
floors. Why didn't they take the
stairs?

The worst thing is that this
isn't the first time I've heard
Stony Brook students complain
and wonder why people are so
"lazy" that they use the elevator
instead of the stairs.

Well, I thought I'd give all
those people a simple answer:
It's none of your business!

It seems that many students
assume that if you're not in a
wheelchair you can take the
stairs up a floor or down a floor
or perhaps even walk five floors.

Everyone has heard the
expression that looks can be
deceiving, and frankly it's not
anyone's business why someone
chooses to use the elevator in
the Melville Library or even in
any Stony Brook building. Just
because you think one of the
over 22,000 students, faculty
or community member looks
healthy does not mean they are.

Some people could have a
disability, a disease, an injury,
an illness or another reason
that prevents them from using

the stairs. Or maybe, just
maybe, they just don't want to.
Furthermore just because one
person uses the stairs with a
broken foot doesn't mean that
everyone else has to use the
stairs.

Everyone's entitled to their
own thoughts and comments
but one is not entitled to insult
someone. If you're standing next
to someone and they have bad
breath do you say something?

What if you're standing
next to some random person
online and their.make-up looks

mystrongmedicine.com

clownish do you turn and tell
them they look like a clown?

What if you see a person
eating ice cream who in your
opinion should not be eatirg it-
do you walk up to them and tell
them they're too fat and should
eat a carrot ?

I should hope not. So why
would you call people lazy for
using the elevator, especially
when you're in one too.

This is one of those cases
when people who have nothing
useful to say should not say
anything at all.

Corporate Culture Destroying Lives
By RAVNEET KAMBOJ
Opinion Editor

As oil leaks into the Gulf of
Mexico, fishermen and members of
the tourism industry are worried.

They should be.
Their livelihoods are on the line.

As the oil edges ever-closer to the
shoreline, some of it has already
reached delicate environmental areas.

The economic cost of this disaster
is going to reach into the billions.
The environmental cost is going to
be terrible as well; the gulf coast is
home to delicate marshlands, fishing
and oyster grounds, and a ripe tourist
industry.

Currently, British Petroleum
or BP, has accepted the cost of the
cleanup, alongwith the Coast Guard.
They have been burning, spreading
dispersants and deploying booms
to contain the oil. The question
however will soon be asked. Who

is to blame? When the Deepwater
Horizon exploded two weeks ago,
11 workers lost their lives, and
5,000 or more barrels of oil started
flowing into the ocean from a deep
underwater well 5,000 feet deep. The
deep wellhead had a safety device
called a blow out preventer that was
supposed to close the well in case of
such a disaster, it failed.

It has also been brought up that an
additional safety device costing only
$500,000 could have avoided this
disaster, a disaster that could soon
overshadow the Exxon Valdez oil
spill in 1989.

Transocean owned the rig, which
was on lease to BP. BP, has now
accepted all fiscal responsibility for
the disaster after the US government
stated that it would hold BP
accountable.

The rig itself had been issued
many safety violations in the past and
there was no remote-controlled shut
off switch, there was no backup plan
if the self-automated shut off device

did not activate. This sounds like a
recipe for disaster. The main question
however, is why do companies feel
that its bottom line is more valuable
than the livelihoods of millions of
people, its workers lives and the
environment.

Recently, they have been
constructing a metal dome to block
off the well and recently started using
chemical dispersants that stick to the
oil. They have also been burning the
surface oil, a technique that in itselfis
terrible for the environment.

This accident could have been
avoided if the attitude towards these
businesses had been different. It all
starts at the smallest level.

As students we need to stop
allowing large corporations to abuse
their customers and abuse safety
precautions to ensure a high profit
mnargin. As students in Stony Brook
we hear about and see this all the
time.

Stories about cars being recalled
for being unsafe and medicines

and food making people sick are
common. It is common knowledge
that during the Iraq and Afghanistan
wars private companies abused
and undercut the United States, its
citizens and soldiers for billions of
dollars.

Wall Street companies bought and
betted on mortgages that they knew
would default, sending our economy
into a tailspin costing millions of
ordinary people their jobs.

As students, there are things we
can do, we can vote and change the
opinion or apathetic attitudes of
people around us. Lets all make the
decision to change our attitudes to
all of this abuse. We can educate
ourselves about our politicians and
how they allow these things to
happen, vote against them and make
sure that this culture of indifference
that exists in corporate America and
puts all of us at risk changes for good.
There are millions of people on the
gulf coast who now feel the results of
this corporate culture.

Guidelines for Opinion Submission

Letters to the editor or op-ed contributions can be submitted by e-mail at Op-Ed@sbstatesman.org, on our online submission tool at www.sb-
statesman.org, by hand at our office in the Student Union Rm 057, or by mailing it to us at the address in the left column. They must be received
at least two days before the next printed issue. The Statesman reserves the right to edit or not print any letter based on appropriateness, length,
timeliness, or other reasons at the discretion of the editorial board. Letters should be no longer than 350 words, and opinion pieces should not
exceed 550 words, Please include your full name (which we may withold if you request it), phone number and email address for verification. Phone
numbers and e-mail addresses will not be printed, Letters submitted anonymously or under false names will not be considered for publication.
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Senior Goodbyes
By BRADLEY DONALDSON
Editor in Chief

It's probably worth
mentioning that I'm not
leaving Stony Brook. Not
yet. I ani, however, studying
abroad in Spain and saying
goodbye to the place on
campus that, as a commuter,
I can truly call my second
home: The Statesman.

I came here in 2007
like any other wide-eyed
freshman - ready to have'
the "college experience."
But as a commuter, I knew
this experience wouldn't be
the same.

I figured I wouldn't have
a permanent place to call
my own (other than my
house 15 minutes away.) My
hangout spot would be the
24-hour commuter lounge
orientation leaders spoke
about, and my backpack
would have everything I'd
need for the day, and then
some.

Three years later, I still
carr mymydeodorant and
cell phone charger in my
backpack, but I know that
if I ever need a quick nap,
I have The Statesman office

(The couches
in there are
unbelievably
comfy). f I
need to heat
up some food,
I have the
microwave in
The Statesman
office, And
if I want to
kick back
and eat some
sushi from
Jasmine's wh-
ile watching
Family Guy, I
have The Sta-
tesman office.

I've met the-
weirdest, most
amazing people by working
at The Statesman - both
the people I've interviewed
for stories or met at
events and the people I've
worked with semester after:
semester.

There I've made some
of my closest friends... like
an English major from
England who talks my ear
off and shares my love for
everything from food to
Mika - or the Ecuadorian
journalist who might as well
be my little sister because

we bug each other so much
and don't understand the
concept of personal space.

Despite the sleepless
nights spent toiling away
at an issue, or the countless
arguments that ensued over
stories, layouts - whatever
- I don't regret anything. By
working here, I've learned
so much more about myself
and other people that I
can't imagine having gone
here without ever setting
foot in this office. It's been
an unforgettable three years

By SARAH KAZADI
Sports Editor

Believe it or not, we're
reached the end ofthiswinding
road. Goodbye Stony Brook.
I'll miss you and all you've
taught me, but I have to move
on now. You've strengthened
my wings, now let me fly.

There's a long list of people
I have to thank for making my
college experience more than
memorable. But, I don't want
to leave anybody out so I won't
drop names, Just know that I
am very grateful for all of you
who cared enough to pay me
attention, helped mold me as
a person and kept a smile on
my face.

As a freshman I came here
with nothing but a basketball
and a dream. 'I was going to
this school strictly to play
basketball and make my

parents proud.
As a soon-
to-be college
graduate, I
leave here with
relationships
that will last a
lifetime, a love
for journalism
and even
bigger dreams.
I've made my
parents proud.
I've grown as
a person. I've
done things I
never thought I would. I fell in
love with SONY cameras. All
just glimpses of the way Stony
Brook has influenced me.

I'll miss this place terribly.
Not only will I be graduating,
but I will be leaving my year-
long post as Statesman $porrs
Editor. But do not worry, the
section is in the very capable
hands of Sam Kilb, and next

year will .be even better than
this one.

It's almost impossible to
mush together the last four
years in a concise manner. I'm
going to write a book about
my life at some point. The
chapters on Stony Brook will
probably be some of the most
entertaining. Make sure you
pick it up.

Thursday, May 6, 2010 The Statesman
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By CAITuIN FERRELL
Staff Writer

Anna Thomas dislikes a lot of
things. She hates being asked about
her "fertility issues." She dislikes
being compared to Angelina Jolie.
She doesn't like pushy people on the
subway or ironing. She hates dating.
She doesn't like being questioned
about finances. "I think the next
person who asks me how much it
costs, I'm going to ask them the last
time they had an orgasm'" Anna says,
a smile twisting at the corner of her
lips, "No, I can't do that."

"It" would be adoption, the
method Anna and Ben Thomas
chose to start their family. The two-
year process was soul- and wallet-
draining, nearly wringing them of all
sanity and grace, in the end gifting
them with two swaddled babies,
eager to give smiles and just as happy
to receive them.

Dear Board ofToukoul,
It is with great joy and humbleness

that I begin this letter, for how often
do you find yourself writing perfect
strangers who will change your lIfe
forever?

How, indeed. They had the idea a
year earlier, and were wrestling with
how to write such a weighted letter.

...our motivation to adopt came
almost a year ago to the day and is
hardly explainable.

It fell into Annas head clearly
formed one day as she was riding
the subway to work. I want to adopt
from Ethiopia. She pondered over it
as the train screeched along. She and
Ben had moved to New York almost
two years ago. They'd talked about
adoption only in passing, but Anna,
an army brat, had lived a hundred
different places - 11 schools in
12 years - and Ben's mother had
adopted his three sisters from China.
As a couple, they knew the colors
of the world well. Yes, Anna knew,
Ethiopia was where her children
were. She got off the train and had
a voicemail from Ben. "I want to
adopt from Ethiopia7 he said.

This was not something we had
talked about more than in passing
and took this revelation we both had,
collectively and individually, as an
absolute afirmation ofourfuture...

And they were offE They started
the research. They filled out
paperwork. They set up phone
interviews. They chose an agency.
They filled out more paperwork.
There were a lot of hang-ups, and
Anna had knee surgery, effectively
rendering her incapacitated. They
finally finished and sent their letters
in March 2007.

I have only felt that sense of
resolution and certainty on one other
occasion - the day Ben and I met and
knew we would spend the rest of our
lives together.. "If ever two were one,
then surely we..."

Anna and Ben had met before,
but it was at a friend's wedding in
Virginia where they first got to

talking. They chatted at the rehearsal
dinner. A mutual attraction set
in. At the ceremony, as Anna was
descending the staircase, Ben nudged
his best friend and said, "I'm going to
marry that girl." Eleven months later,
he did,

Their first date was a few
weeks later. Ben took the train to
Richmond and they went to his dad's
house for dinner. He asked what she
wanted to do after. She wanted to
see her father's grave at Arlington.
She hadn't been in awhile. A snack
at Waffle House, and then they
watched the sky. it was a lunar eclipse
that night. When she drove him
back to the train station, they sat in
her darkened car.

"Ask me a question;' Ben offered.
"OK, Anna thought. "What do

you think about dating?"
"I don't know. I've never really

dated anybody before." Pause.
"What do you think about dating?"

"I think dating's stupid. And I
don't want to date you."

"Well, do you want to marry me ?"
"Yes"' Anna didn't even have to

think about it.
Perfect. With the proposal aside,

the couple could skip the pleasantries
and awkward first impressions. Now
they could really be themselves.
Together.

Of course, they couldn't get
engaged on the first date. What
would their families say? So they
waited until March to tell them.
They were married in September
exactly eleven months after the
couple had met at another wedding.
100 guests gathered to watch the
brown-eyed beauty and blue-eyed
gentleman exchafge their vows.
Anna wore a strapless gown, her
dark brown hair tied up. Ben wore
a suit. They invited everyone they
loved, but had to leave meat off the
menu to make the budget. Anna did
the flowers, Ben did the cooking.
Every guest had a job. Their pastor
got Crohn's disease, and so a friend's
father married them.

First and foremost, we want to
adopt because we want to have a
family - a family that laughs, cries,
prays and plays together

The groom was so nervous, he
stumbled in his vows. "I, Anna,
take you, Ben, to be my lawfully
wedded wife." Anna realized what
he'd said and burst out laughing. The
moment is framed and displayed in
their family room, her face forever
captured in laughter..

They honeymooned in Elk Island
for a week, in a house Ben's sister
had rented for them. It rained. They
walked on the beach, played gin
rummy, and drank Schlitz. It was a
recovery period from the stress of
the wedding. When they returned
from their leisurely vacation, their
new apartment was covered in mold.
Everything. Covered.

They couldn't find a new
apartment. They wanted a fresh
start. On the last Thursday of
October 2004, they decided to move
to New York. They moved four days

later, to an apartment in
Brooldyn, the day Bush
was re-elected. It was nice
to be a in a blue state when
that happened.

As cold water to a weary
soul, so is good news from a
Jar country.

-- Proverbs 2625.
It's Anna's signature.

She signs it to every
e-mail, every outgoing
message. She's lived in
Hawaii, Central America,
Colorado, and on. After
college, she had 56
roommates in 7 years -
all of whom she is still on
good terms with. One early
day in October 2007, as
the leaves were beginning
to turn, the news came -
Anna and Ben found out
that their lives and family
would forever change.

Lf changes quick. Life
changes in an instant.
"well, i must say that we
are the parents of two little
pancakes!" Anna wrote in
her blog. She started the
blog to keep her family
updated. Now, they get
upset when she doesn't
update often enough. She
named it, 'you better make
it a double: No, she does
not have time for capital
letters.

They found out who
their daughters were on the
same date they had met at a The fiv
wedding three years prior,.
Saida (pronounced SAY-
dah) Esme and Hilina Francis. Not
sisters, not twins, but three weeks
apart in age. The two babies smiled
up at their parents, across the world.

We are anxiously awaiting the
time when we will meet in person,
when you place our daughters in our
outstretchedarns.

Anna and Ben started making
plans. They could fly to Ethiopia
and get their girls before Christmas!
Imagine, a New York Christmas
with the shining new babes...
They decorated the nursery. They
bought toys. But the court date
was pushed back. Plans for a New
York Christmas were smudged.
It would be a little while longer -
lots of parents wanted to get there
before the holidays. They celebrated
Thanksgiving. They celebrated a
friend's new baby.

On November 26, they found
out the girls were officially theirs.
Anna posted pictures of Saida and
Hilina on the blog. The next day, she
confirmed the airplane tickets and
travel plans.

Lfe changes fst.
On November 28, three tests

confirmed that she was pregnant.
Lfe changes in an instant.
They hadn't planned on it -

"We're not that crazy" Anna was
shocked. She cried, laughed, then
called Ben at work. Instinctively,
they knew it was a boy. They were

ye members of the Thomas family.

thrilled, but she was irrit~ted by the
"consolers" who had kept telling
her she would get pregnant when
she told them about the adoption
That wasn't their goal. Adoption
wasn't a plan B. And Anna and
Ben see no difference in their love
f6r their daughters than from their
son. Adoption builds a family, just
as giving birth does. "Simply put,"
Anna said, "If you placed Saida and
Hilina in my womb we could not
love them more.

Seven-and-a-half weeks into
pregnancy, feeling the throes of
morning sickness, Anna and Ben
boarded a plane at John E Kennedy
airport and flew to Frankfurt. From
there, they flew to Dubai, and spent
Christmas Eve sleeping on airport
benches. The combination of
excitement and physical discomfort
left both parents shaky with nerves.
The next day they flew to Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia's capital. They
dropped their bags at their bed-and-
breakfast, and went straight to the
orphanage in Toukoul. Everything
for the last two years had been
leading to this.

It was Christmas Day when they
met their daughters for the first
time. 75 degrees and sunny. Tired
and weak from the previous night,
their nerves a bundled fray, Anna
and Ben started crying as soon as the
nannies brought in Hilina,.She wore

a frilly dress and looked up at her
new parents - strangers, now - and
smiled. In a dusty room in Toukoul,
a family was being made. Lfe changes
in an instant.

Around the corner, a nanny came
carrying Saida, dressed in a green-
blue romper and radiating with
pizzazz, the personality Anna and
Ben would come to cherish. "The
selfish part of you wants to take
them right away,"' Anna says, looking
back The mama bear inside her was
starting to roar. Though the girls had
been well-taken care of, the water
in their bottles was dirty. The room
was hot - they opened the doors
for air. They sat for hours, staring
at their babies, memorizing their
faces. They tickled them to make
them giggle. They inhaled their
scent to remember their smell. Their
daughters were finally in their arms.

They stayed in Ethiopia about a
month. They went to the orphanage
every day, spending hours with
their new babies. They didn't want
to push it, didn't want to change
their environment too quickly,
"rescue" them from their home and
take them somewhere new. Ben
and Anna both caught respiratory
infections, they think from Saida.
Already whistle-thin, Anna lost 12
pounds in Ethiopia.

"When we left the orphanage,
they knew who we were,";' Anna said.
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They returned home, plus two, in
mid-January. They had worried over
how the girls would handle the long
flight home. Their worry was for
naught - they didn't make a peep.

After they returned, the post-
adoption calm they'd been expecting
didn't come. Along with two new
girls, Anna was entering her second
trimester. She was learning to be a
mom at the same time her body was
learning to be pregnant. She changed
the blog name to 'you better make it
a triple. They settled into the house.
Anna had quit her job at a non-profit
before they left for Ethiopia, and
now she cared for the "pancakes"
all day while Ben was working at a
hedge fund. She introduced the girls
arotmund the neighborhood. Anna
liked to tell strangers that the girls
were three weeks apart, and then
pause. If pressed, she would say they
were sisters through adoption. She
hated when people filled the silence
with, "So, they're not sisters...?" Yes.
They are. Saida and Hilina knew
mommy was growing a new baby
in her tummy, and gave the baby
constant kisses, until her stomach
was covered in saliva.

Then, a crushing blow. Anna's
mother, who worked in early
childhood development, could tell:
"Something's wrong with Hilina,"
she told Anna.

Anna wrote in her blog: when
you have a child you spend hours
daydreamingabout them, about what
theirfuture might look like, what they
might want to do, if they'l marry, if
they'll be as horrible a teenager as i
was...

Hilina was the happy baby, always
smiling - but she tilted her head to
the right, and her right hand was
always clenched. She began having
ticks and twitches, hundreds of them
a day. The doctors at the orphanage
had told Anna and Ben it may be
Erb's palsy, a paralysis of the arm
due to damaged nerves, but Anna's
mother feared something worse.

and i think very naturally i always
pictured saida and hilina together
running on the beach chasing each
other, covered in sand. sitting at the
kitchen table doing their homework
(in my head i always have a kitchen
big enough to have a table to eat at!).

At 11 months old, in May 2008,
Hilina suffered her first and only
tonic clonic seizure. In the hospital,
doctors deduced that she had had
a stroke in infancy. Doctors were
shocked by the size of it -she was
surprisingly normal for so much
damage to have occurred. They
diagnosed her with epilepsy and
cerebral palsy. Now, the pieces made
sense.

i never once thought about how
it will affect saida if she always feels
like she has to protect hilina. because
i never pictured hilina growing up
differently...

They went on. Organized
appointments. Met with
occupational and physical therapists
who would become family. They
would kick the cerebral palsy; kids
outgrow it all the time. The epilepsy,
well, that was something they would
learn to handle.

its like my life has gone a little out
offocus this week and ijust need to re-
imagine it but i can't because we just

don't know. maybe i just need to learn
how to let tomorrow worry about itself

August 8, their son was born. They
had wanted a natural childbirth,
but complications necessitated a
Caesarean section. After their third
baby entered the world, Ben asked
Anna what the nurse should write
on the birth certificate, her body still
shaking from the shock of surgery.

"Judah Balthazar ? Judah
Balthazar ?" he asked.

"OK!"
She wasn't convinced on

Balthazar; he wasn't sold on Judah.
It seemed a fair trade. They named
him Judah to tie him to his sisters.
The name Balthazar came from a
Wise Man who followed the stars to
baby Jesus. Some historians believe
Balthazar was Ethiopian. When
Judah was born, he had a five-point
star on the folds of his foot.

And finally, some calm.
Saida had taken her first steps

while Anna was in the hospital.
When she came home, plus baby,
the girls loved him immediately. Just
as they'd loved him in the womb.
Because there had always been two
of them, there was no sibling rivalry,
no tantrum-throwing for mama's
attention. Judah slept through the
night his first night home from the
hospital. Anna recalled, "It was like
God was looking down on us, on our
family and said, 'They need a break.'"

Finally - this was it. Their family.
Anna calls Saida, who bubbles and
sparkles, the spirit of the family.
Hilina, with her struggles and
resilient smiles, is the heart. And
Judah? Well, Judah is the joy.

When Hilina's therapists come
to coach her how to walk and talk,
Judah is the attentive student. "He's
like the little sponge, absorbing
everything they say." Hilina has
12 therapy appointments a week,
six hours total. The therapists have
become part of the family. They sit
and talk after the hard work is done.
Hilina is making strides.

A therapist told Anna that when
Saida crawled out of the room, she
should follow her, leaving Hilina
behind. It would teach her to follow.
It broke Anna's heart, but she did it.
And now Hilina walks.

On her blog, she posted a video
and wrote, the first steps she took were
beautifil...andi cried like a little baby
i was so happy. Her blog reminds her
of the things she would otherwise

forget. The photos, the videos, and
her own words create a vacuum that
her babies can stay in; protecting
them in amber against the cruel
passage of time.

It's the day after Halloween, and
the house is quiet. Ben is at church.
He and Anna trade off church
services; its too much to haul the
three wee ones there. Right now, the
babes are napping. They went trick-
or-treating last night. Judah was a
lion, Saida was Oswald the octopus,
Hilina was a ballerina. She refused to
be her mother's idea of perfection,
Little Red Riding Hood, oh yes, she
did. When Anna asked her what
she wanted to be, then, the delicate
beauty raised both arms above her
head in the quintessential ballerina
pose. That was settled.

Ben calls, asking something about
the hard drive Anna asked him to
buy. "I don't know," she says, and
listens. They need a new hard drive
- their computer is turtle-slow, filled
to the brim with photos and videos
she takes of the children.

"I don't know" she repeats. "OK,
bye;" she clicks the call to end. "I
am so technologically challenged,"
she says and the iPhone slips out of
her hand, landing a few feet below
on the hardwood floor. She pauses
before reaching down to retrieve it.
"That's my third iPhone in a year."

A few minutes go by, and Ben
comes back, hard drive in hand. "I
brought you a Coke;' he holds it out
to her.

"Oh, I already have one!" He goes
into the next room to deal with the
computer.

"Ben may be gone 10 hours a day
at his job" she punctuates with air
quotes. Ben laughs from the next
room. "But when he's here he does
a lot." Anna hates to cook, so he
takes that duty. She's technologically
challenged, so he transfers files and
pictures.

It's 3:15, and they have a birthday
party to go to; a family friend's
daughter is turning one. The party
started at 3, but Anna knew they'd
be late. The mother of three is in
no rush to wake the sleeping tigers.
She'll give them 20 more minutes.
Fifteen pass, and then a wakening
child's cry filters into the room.

Soon, all three babes are up,

though Judah is only half-awake.
Ben sits on the bed, bouncing his
son in his lap. Saida and Hilina stare
up at their mama. Saida is in a funny
mood.

"FffffHffiffff!" she hisses.
"Wh-at?" Anna tilts her head, a

smile on her face.
"Fiffffff-ffffff!" Anna and Ben

laugh,
"Fffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff!"
"Do you want to put on your

shoes ?" Anna asks.
"No!"
"Do you want to put on your

jacket?"
"No!"

"Do you want to get on the bed?"
"No!" Anna and Ben exchange a

look.
"Do you want to watch TV?"
"No!"
"Do you want to have some

candy?"
"NO!"
Another look.
"Oh. OK, then:' Anna laughs.
"Do you want to watch Oswald?"

Ben asks.
"YEAH!" she squeals, and runs

into the living room.
"Well - I don't know if it's on..."

Anna flips the TV. No Oswald, but
another cartoon. Saida and Hilina
sit happily at their red kid's table.
Anna pours sonime Goldfish across
the top, and goes to sit on the couch
with Judah. He's still sleepy. He falls
forward onto his mama's chest. Ben
goes to finish work on the computer.

And so they sit. Peaceful. Anna
bounces her son a little bit, rubbing
his back. Out of the corner of her
eye, she sees a movement, and then
Hilina is on the floor, Saida standing
over her.

"What just happened?!" she
calls, already knowing. Saida looks
up at her mama, eyes wide. "Time-
out! Two minutes!" Saida bursts
into tears and runs to her room,
exploding in a triplicate of screams
only a two-year-old can muster

"What happened?" Ben asks, and
charges from the next room. He
crosses the room in only a few steps,
looks into the kids' room.

"Hilina was trying to stand up,
and Saida pushed her!" They leave
her be.

Judah, still heavy with sleep,
thunders across the floor to his
da-da. In one swift move, Ben lifts
Judah by the arm, then flips him

upside down, lifting him up and
down and up again, like a bicep
curl. Judah giggles. Father and son
go to the couch by the window and
look outside, watching whatever
the 14-month-old sees. After two
minutes, Anna calls that Saida can
come out now. She does, still gasping
with tears. She comes to her mom
and sister, tears running down her
face. "Can you give your sister a
hug?" Anna asks, and gently pushes
her to Hilina. But Saida doesn't raise
her arms, just looks up to her mama
and sobs.

"Do you need to go back to time-
out ?" Saida turns and flies back to
her room.

"OK, then..."
A few minutes go by. Judah and

Ben point at things through the
window. Anna asks if it's thelandlady
and his wife. It is. "Don't look at
them, they'll think we're spying."

Ben looks over. "Sis is back:' he
says to Anna. "On all fours" A lilt in
his voice hints at a hidden laugh.

"Don't look at her." The little girl
army-crawls into the family room,
looking for a pair of eyes to meet.

"Look, it's Saida thepuppy!"Anna
squeals. Saida hugs Hilina, this time
meaning it.

"Is Daddy hiding?!" the girls look
at the couch, where Ben has hidden
his face behind a pillow, the rest of
his 6'3" frame in plain sight. Saida
squeals and runs to her dada. The
room explodes with giggles.

They have to get ready now. Anna
puts Hilina in a high chair to do her
hair. Hilina knows what's coming
and immediately starts crying. She
gets so worked up when Anna tries
to do her hair, they sometimes have
to sedate her so she won't start
seizing. They don't know why she
gets so upset about it, but Anna
insists. She knows how their hair
is different, she knows the cultural
connotations. When she lets it go
wild, her white friends compliment
it. When she braids it or ties it up,
her black friends compliment it.
Anna doesn't want to seem ignorant.

She takes out the jackets and
shoes, sets out to dress the kids. Ben's
not coming; he's volunteering at a
food op tonight, and covering Anna's
shift. He hasn't volunteered there in
months.

Another day. Another adventure.
Another celebration. And off the
family goes.

PHOTO CREDIT: ANNA THOMAS

(Left) Ben and his son Judah take a short nap. (Right) Anna's "girls" play and although not related by blood, they are
still sisters.
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FOR RENT

STUDIO APT starting $600 and I BIR apt starting $900. In the heart of Port Jefferson
Village. All utilities included, cable, water and heat. Free wireless internet. Parking and bus
stop across the street. By appointment only. 631-473-2499.

HELP WANTED

DOMINOS PZZA DELIVERY DRIVERS AND INSIDE HELP WANTED. Flexible hours,
great pay, need your own car for delivery. 631.751-0330

SERVICES

BRIDGE COUNSELING & BEREAVEMENT CENTER - Offers free consultations for people
affected by loss. Supportive, knowledgeable & compassionate counseling available. (631)
360-6695, email bridge@bridgecounselingcenter.com

THE CARPET SPECIALIST. Installations, repairs, & restretches. Free estimates. Over 30 1
years experience. No job too small. 631.567.1426

FAX SERVICE. $0.50 PER PAGE (including cover sheet). Call 632.6479 or come to Room
057 in Student Union.

Summer Positions for Students and Faculty
Counselors and Group Leaders

Swimming Instructors.....

Sports Coaches......

Teachers/Instructors ......

Lifeguards!WSI (18 years and over)

Lacrosse, Baseball, Tennis, Physical Education

Nature & Farming, Drama, Music
Native American Art & Culture

RN, LPN, Nurse's Assistant

You're pregnant?
You're frightened?

Please let us help. Lie can be a wonderful choice.
Alternatives to Abortion.

Free pregnancy testing, informnation, counseling, and assistance.

Call 243-2373 or 1-800-550-4900

www.sbstatesman.or g
Stony Brook's only twice-weekly paper also available online
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POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK UNIVERSITY Leading invention, innovation I
and entrepreneurship
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Seawolves Student Athlietes Juggle Duties, Both On And ff The Field

Trump
Catamounts,
Head To

AEC
Finals

From FINALS on 12

quarter. A minute and a
half later Campbell assisted
sophomore Kyle Belton
to give Stony Brook a 7-1
advantage.

America East Rookie of
the Year Drew Philic pulled
one back for Vermont, but
Campbell scored twice more
and Crowley added his 43rd
of the season to push Stony
Brook's lead to 10-2.

Vermont's efforts at a
late comeback were futile,
and the Catamount's four
straight goals were for pride
only as the Seawolves held
on for their seventh straight
victory to advance to the
AmericaEast Championship
finals on Saturday at 1 p.m.

The final will be played
at LaValle Stadium against
the winner of Albany and
UMBC on Wednesday
night.

NHL

PLayoffs

Keep
Roiin

From NHL on 12

Photos By KENNETH H,
Seawolves athletes must master the art of excellina on the court or field and in the classroom simultaneouslv.

Finals for the third
straight year. The Sharks
have never been to the
Finals.

San Jose was the one seed
last year as well, but they
fell in the first round to the
Anaheim Ducks. They hope
to avoid a similar fate this
year.

The other western series
is tied one game apiece.
The Chicago Blackhawks
lost the opening game on
home ice to the Vancouver
Canucks. -Now the series
goes to Vancouver, where
the Canucks won two of the
three games played on their
ice in the first round.

From potential upsets to
repeat championships to
Canadian pride to the title
of Hockeytown, U.S.A., the
NHL playoffs are alive and
rich with excitement even
without those Washington
Capitals.

From DUTIES on 12

There are higher
expectations from coaches,
professors, family and peers
to succeed. The level of
success in which Division
1 teams are measured
by, forces students to
continuously perform at a
certain standard.

"You're pressured to play
at least at the level you were
recruited for, Carlson said.

Sanfelippo explaiped
how student athletes are
held to different standards
than the average college
student. They aren't looked
at as just ordinary college
students because they have
a title behind their names,
women's lacrosse goalie or
men's basketball center etc.

"When they come to
college they have to redefine
themselves as an athlete," she
said.

Playing sports at the
college level has its perks.
Student athletes get the
chance to travel more often
than they may have if they
weren't on a team, they
receive scholarships, play
the sport they love in front
of hundreds sometimes
thousands of people and
become part of an elite
group in their schools. But
for every advantage there's a
disadvantage.

The average college
student goes home for
summer, winter and spring
breaks. It's their time to relax
away from classes, unwind
with friends and enjoy the
holidays with family. For
college athletes, while other
students are going home,
they're at school playing
catch up on work missed
during the course of the
semester and practicing
for upcoming games or the
future season.

"The stress level for me
is my family," said Dallis
Joyner, Center for Stony
Brook Men's Basketball
team, "I'm the man of the
house and I'm not there."

Becoming athletes even
on the college level means
sacrificing a normal college
life to play your sport.
Students go for long periods
of time without being able to
visit home or family because
their schedules won't allow
it.

"Last year my mom was
diagnosed with breast cancer
and that stresses me because
I can't be there more,"' said
Joynier.

Developing a social
life and interacting with
peers outside of sports
also becomes a challenge.
Teammates bond together
and hang out almost
exclusively with each other
because those are the people
they spend the most time

with.
Stress, depression and

pressures aren't limited to
outside factors in college
athletics. Passion and
determination to do well
both academically and
athletically causes students
to become their own biggest
critics in many cases. For
Joyner, each time he plays
whether it's a winning or
losing game he finds areas he
should have done better.

"I think about practice,
games all the time:' Joyner
said. "Even if we win I think
about what I could have
did better to make us have
a bigger victory or if I lost I
blame myself"

The self inflicted pressure
on these students is deeper
in those who aspire to play
professionally after college.

According to National
Collegiate Athletic
Association . (NCAA)
website, "About one in

75, or approximately 1.2
percent of NCAA male
senior basketball players will
get drafted by a National
Basketball Association
(NBA) team.

Approximately 0.9
percent of NCAA female
senior basketball players will
get drafted by a Women's
National Basketball
Association (WNBA)team.
Approximately one in 50,
or 1.7 percent of NCAA
senior football players will
get drafted by a National
Football League (NFL)
team."

Even with the slim
chances there are students
who strive to go pro. One
of the frequent fears among
student athletes that could
potentially divert that dream
is injury.

"It's not so much of the
injury, but the fear of re-
injury that's common,
Sanfelippo said.
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SPORTS
Seawolves Trump Catamounts, Head To AEC Finals

By SAM Klur
Assistant Sports Editor

Behind some brilliant
saves from senior goalkeeper
Charlie Paar, the top-seed

,#7/6 Stony Brook Seawolves
eliminated the Vermont
Catamounts, 10-6, at LaValle
Stadium in the semifinals
of the America East
Championship tournament.

"Charlie was great and
made some incredible saves,
Seawolves head coach Rick
Sowell, who was named
theAmerica East Coach of
the Year, said of Paar. Paar
made 16 saves in the game.

Junior Kevin Crowley,
the 2010 America East
Player of the Yearby a
unanimous vote, had three
goals for the Seawolves (11-
3). Sophomore Robbie
Campbell added three of his
own and tallied an assist.

The game began much
differently from Stony
Brook's 16-10 thrashing
of Vermont on Saturday.
The Catamounts had
reconsidered their defensive
strategy, or perhaps decided
to actually implement it.
Either way, they kept Stony
Brook's high-powered
offense off the board for
6:45 until Crowley scored
the opening goal for the
Seawolves.

Crowley scored again
with 1:27 to go in the quarter
and senior Tom Compitello
scored with :15 left to give
Stony Brook a 3-0 lead at the
end of the first quarter.

Compitello added
another just over three
minutes later, but the
Catamounts would get a
goal back six minutes later.

With just under five
minutes to go in the first
half, senior defender
Michael Sopko got a pass in
transition and ran the length
of the field to score his first
collegiate goal.

The Seawolves led 5-1
heading into halftime.

Out of the break, the
Catamounts were patient
on offense-careful to not
give the Seawolves' offense,
which includes three first-
team all-America East
selections, any free chances-
still had a lockdown in their
defensive zone.

But there is no bolt
strorig enough to keep the
Seawolves away from goal,
and Campbell found the
goal at the 9:24 of the third

See FINALS on 11
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Junior midfielder Timmy Trenkel (above) assisted one of Kevin Crowley's three goals, helping the
Seawolves eliminate the Catamounts and advance to the conference final.

Student Athletes Juggle Duties,
Both On And Off The Field

By DOMINIQUE BATISTE
Contributing Writer

The college transition is
typically described'as one of
adjustment and emotional
turmoil. Students leave the
comforts of their homes
and high schools to step up
into a new world. Making
new friends, sleeping in
new rooms, managing time
without mom and dad's help
and adjusting to a heavier
academic load are just a few
changes theyhave to adapt to.
Along with that, for college
athletes, they have to factor
in their sport. The burden
of it all can potentially cause
stress, depression and over
exhaustion.

Jamie Carlson is a double
major in sociology and
health science. She takes six
classes each semester while

maintaining a 3.2 GPA. At
Stony Brook, she actively
participates in two campus
organizations, Global
Medical Brigades and
Choices Grants for Athletes.
In addition, Carlson is the
Goalie for the Stony Brook
women's lacrosse team.

"I bounce around so
much...I know I have to have
enough time to practice and
do school work; she said.

When students sign
up for a team, they'make
a commitment to attend

practices, games and
prioritizing their team
obligations above most
other activities, excluding
schoolwork. According
to Courtney Sanfelippo,
Stony Brook's Assistant
Athletic Director, one of
the most challenging things
for student athletes is time
management skills. "They
have so many more demands

as a c9llege student that
they have to (nake time for,
without having pqrents to
rely on to manage their
time:'

To help the transition
process, Stony Brook
Athletics has a mandatory
Champ Lifestyle program
for all incoming freshmen.

The program teaches
students anything from
time management to good
eating habits, very similar
to the freshmen experience
introduction courses most
schools offer.

College sports require
a lot of dedication and
commitment. In Division
1 schools such as Stony
Brook, the pressure for
students to achieve is even
more enhanced than other
divisions.

See DUTIES on 11
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When not grabbing
rebounds, Dallis Joyner
(above) is busy hitting
the books.

With
Eight

Teams
Left, NHL
Playoffs

Keep
Rolling

BY DAVID O'CoNNOR
Staff Writer

There is one question
circling around the packs of
hockey fans watching the
second round of the NHL
playoffs: Where are the
Washington Capitals? But,
despite the Caps' first round
exit, playoff hockey is as
intense as ever.

The Montreal Canadiens,
winner of 24 Stanley Cup
championships, defeated
the Capitals and now face
"Sid the Kid" Crosby and
the Pittsburgh Penguins.
Montreal, who entered the
playoffs as the eighth seed,
split the first two games with
Pittsburgh and will now
return to home ice for the
next two games.

Pittsburgh has been
here before, however. The
Penguins split the first two
games of their opening
round series against the
Ottawa Senators. They
eventually won the series in
six games.

Montreal's rivals, the
Boston Bruins, are facing the
Philadelphia Flyers. Boston
has taken the first two
games at home and hopes
to keep its momentum as
the team plays the next
two games in Philadelphia.
If both Pittsburgh and
Philadelphia advance, it
would be the second time in
three years that the Eastern
Conference Finals would be
a Pennsylvania civil war.

Out west, the first seeded
San Jose Sharks slugged out
two victories on home ice
against the Detroit Red
Wings, who are looking to
return to the Stanley Cup

See NHL on 11

Statesman Wins Award
The Statesman received an award for sports writing in the
Newsday School Journalism Awards Contest. The article, "For
Crew, Early Mornings and Low Funds Do Not Negate Passion,
was written by Assistant Sports Editor Sam Kilb and took
second place in this year's contest.
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