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MEET LUKE,
MCC's Official Dog
Keeps Geese Under Control

CARYL TETRO
SENIOR WRITER

Luke began working at MCC
in 1998. He even has his own
employee ID card. When not at
work, he boards with Campus
Grounds supervisor Ron Fess.
The job position came about due
to the town of Brighton's serious
problem with its huge goose pop-
ulation. Don't laugh. The geese
are often in danger, as they wad-
dle across roads without looking
both ways. This often results in
many tragic "quackcidents."

When Fess brought over his
golden retriever and saw how suc-
cessful the dog was at keeping
the geese confined to the MCC
pond and woods area, the col-
lege agreed that a full-time sheep
herder was needed. The dogs are
natural herders but need to be
professionally trained for the job
so that they know they are only
herding geese, not deer or stu-
dents. The average price for a
quality dog is about $6000 and
the dogs are proving their worth.

Our first meeting took place
by the pond behind Building 3.
I learned about some of the haz-
ards of geese herding. Fess told
of a time the geese had Luke
completely surrounded, probably

thinking he was going to snatch
an egg. A worse moment came
when Luke ran out on the snow
and ice covering the pond and fell
through into frigid water. Unable
to pull himself out, some quick
thinking had to be done. A long-
handled tree trimmer was used
to hook around Luke's collar so
that he could be gently pulled to
shore.

We met again in a confer-
ence room, to get some personal
information, about family, hob-

bies, what he likes to do on his
free time. His favorite hobbies are
swimming, going for walks and
keeping watch over the neighbor-
hood from his favorite window.
He also enjoys hanging out with

photo by Caryl Tetro

his buddies, Dover and Cleo, two
coon-hounds that live next door.

The campus community is
aware that Luke has made a big
difference. Meeting a working
dog was an unusual experience

photo by Ron Fess

MCC's Border Collie helps
keep the goose population
confined to the pond behind
Building 3. Pictured above
is Luke when he started at
MCC and Luke today at left.

and it was plain that Luke loves
his job. The town of Brighton has
been a leader in finding ways to
handle the increased geese popu-
lation in noninvasive ways. But
most geese are year-round resi-
dents with no reason to move on
as long as there are ponds and
grassy lawns handy. That's fine
with Luke, as long as they stay
where they belong

MCC to build $7 million Nursing Center
Wolk Foundation provides grant for state of the art facility

submitted image

Artist concept of the new state of the art Center for Excellance in
Nursing

MCC has received a $2 million grant to open a new education cen-
ter for nursing. The Louis S. and Molly B. Wolk Center for Excellence
in Nursing is slated to open in the fall semester of 2008. The 20,000
square foot educational complex will provide nursing students and
faculty with computerized laboratories designed to simulate health
care working environments. This is all made possible by a $2 million
commitment from the Wolk Foundation over five years to the Monroe
Community College Foundation. "The Wolk Foundation recognized
the critical need Monroe Community College fulfills by being the
largest producer of nursing talent for Greater Rochester," said MCC
President R. Thomas Flynn. "Its generous grant will enable MCC to
remain responsive to the nursing shortage and sustain high levels of
teaching innovation and graduation rates."

The foundation was started in the mid 1980's by Louis S. Wolk to

CHRIS BIGGER
MANAGING EDITOR

support local education and health care initiatives. This grant is the
largest ever given by the foundation to a public institution. This is
also the largest single gift ever to be made to the MCC Foundation.
"We have the pleasure of directing our funding to this most excit-
ing and promising project," said Dr. Alvin Ureles, chair of the Wolk
Foundation. "The Louis S. and Molly B. Wolk Center for Excellence
in Nursing is a structure that will add much deserved and well earned
new space and facilities to this important educational program."

The Wolk Center will include a patient simulator/tutorial laborato-
ry; computerized laboratories, classrooms, faculty offices and a nurs-
ing learning resource center. The facility will be built on the southwest
side of campus, facing East Henrietta Road, and will comprise two
floors. The project will enable the college to expand and modernize
facilities and renovate vacated space for additional classrooms. With
an expansion of the program in 2003 increasing student enrollment,
there are no plans to expand the number of students in the nursing
program at this time.

"Private philanthropy often is a determining factor between a
good college and a great one," said Brenda Babitz, president, MCC
Foundation. "Today is the day the Wolk Foundation's philanthropy
has touched the students and faculty of Monroe Community College-
further securing the foundation's legacy and partnership with one of
the most successful public higher education institutions and nursing
programs in our nation," she said.

Since its Department of Nursing was established in 1961, Monroe
Community College has been the primary educator of nursing profes-
sionals in Greater Rochester. Approximately 130 students graduate
from the program each year. MCC's nursing program continues to
expand capacity and enhance the educational experiences of nursing
students due to generous gifts from alumni, businesses, health care
institutions, friends and private foundations.
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MCC Introduces New Banner System
CARYL TETRO

SENIOR WRITER

After three years the new Banner system is in place. If you don't
have your new student ID, you will be receiving it in the mail soon. Be
sure to watch for it and note the number down in a safe place, but don't
panic. You can still use your present ID to get into the MCC web site
and most things will be familiar.

Marie Fetzner, Banner product manager, and Donna Burke, Associate
Director of Admissions, expressed their satisfaction in replacing the 17-
year-old present system with a program preferred by many well-known
schools of higher education. It gives MCC transfei" students an edge,
and gives alumni access to a program that can be used and updated as
they move on to a four-year school or enter the work force.

So what is different about it? The main difference is that Banner is
a secure, efficient program that maintains Finance, Human Resources,
Advancement/ Alumni programs, Financial Aid and the Student System
all on one database structure that is broken into 14 sub units. This less-
ens the time going back and forth to look up information. Another nice
change is the ability to look up courses by a Professor's name. In many
instances you can also print out a syllabus before classes begin.

Banner will start billing with the 2006 Summer session. Students
can begin now to schedule classes for the Summer Session. Fall 2006
classes can be scheduled on Banner starting March 20 and Financial
Aid can be accessed starting March 23.

Writing Intensive Option: A Great
Opportunity for MCC Students
CARYL TETRO

SENIOR WRITER

As the semester progresses
WR classes may provide students
with the ability to successfully
write perhaps a memo, a medical
report, research papers, reviews,
letters, or even journals. The
"Writing Across the Curriculum"
program is a great opportunity
to take the required courses you
need while improving your skills
to produce professional looking
papers and reports.

This gives MCC students a
big edge when transferring to a
four year college or entering the
work force. It is one of the most
requested qualifications request-
ed by employers. If a student
earns 30 credits or more of writ-
ing-intensive instruction with a
"B" average or higher in those
classes they will earn recognition
of this achievement on their tran-
script and diploma.

Not all WR courses involve
lengthy papers. Some assignments
may be as short as a paragraph.
By the end of the term, a student

in a WR class will have written
a minimum of 2000 words. The
courses will include both formal
writing, to be evaluated by your
teacher, and informal writing, to
be written for one's own benefit.
WR instructors are looking for
clarity of thought and complete-
ness of communication. Both for-
mal and informal writing assign-
ments help students exercise their
critical thinking capacities and
learn to organize their thoughts
for verbal expression.

There is currently a wide range
of WR courses offered at the
college in almost every disci-
pline. However, transfer credits
from other colleges do not count
towards the completion of the
program. Whether you are taking
anthropology, math, physics, eco-
nomics or a host of other courses,
there are likely WR classes avail-
able in your field. If you have
an advisor that assists you with
scheduling, be sure to express
your interest in the WR option.

Off Ramp to Open This Summer
WENDY VANDELLON

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

While the 390 off ramp leading to Brighton-Henrietta Townline
Road may look finished, there is still a final course of paving that
needs to be completed once the winter ends and the ground is thawed.
Before the ramp can officially open, traffic lights need to be put in
place, and therefore the poles need to be delivered and put up.

"You can't open the ramp without traffic control," Lori Maher from
the State Department of Transportation said. "We couldn't open it and
risk an accident."

The goal is to have the ramp open by June 2006, but it will defi-
nitely be open by July. Any work that needs to be completed after its
opening can be finished while the ramp is in use.

Academic Advisement 101
CHRIS BIGGER

MANAGING EDITOR

It is not even the middle of the
spring semester, yet the time has
come to think about registering
for fall classes. Priority registra-
tion begins on March 20 for stu-
dents with 20 credits or more,
and March 29 starts general reg-
istration.

The first thing that you should
do, before seeking any kind of
advisement, is to print out your
degree audit sheet. To do this, go
to the MCC webpage and click
on current students. From there,
click on student records, and from
the menu under student records
on the tool bar at the top of the
page, click on degree audit and

print it out.
Now that you know what cours-

es that you have already taken,
you need to look up the require-
ments necessary for the degree
program you are in. If you plan
to head on to a four year school,
you also need to contact them and
find out what courses they would
normally require in their first two
years.

After having a good idea what
you have completed and what is
required, it is time to look through
the course catalog and get an idea
of what courses you would like
to take.

Priority registration begins March 20
Find out who your advisor is now and prepare!

Interesting Classes to
Fulfill Those Electives
WENDY VANDELLON

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
One of the most impor-

tant choices students at Monroe
Community College face while
attending are what classes to
take to fulfill electives and credit
hours. While talking with current
students a brief list was compiled
of what are considered must takes
while at MCC:

Geology 103- Great Mysteries
of the Earth- This class deals
with myths, mysteries, monsters,
the Roswell crash, the Loch Ness
Monster, Bigfoot, alien invasion,
the Bermuda Triangle, fault lines,
dinosaurs, mermaids, and uni-
corns to name a few topics. All of
these are analyzed with sensation-
al writings and analyzed through
rational reasoning skills. Three
class hours.

English 213-Creative Writing-
A great class if one is interesting
in writing original short fiction,
poetry, and drama. This class will
provide a workshop type atmo-
sphere where students are free to
share their work and constructive-
ly criticize others. It also gives the
student different ways to approach
their work and new methods to

try. Three class hours.
PPE 170-Introduction to Sports

Medicine- Though typically many
students who take this are physi-
cal education majors it can be for
anyone. This class deals with
injuries and how to care for them
as well as the prevention of fur-
ther damage or initial damag-
es. This course also satisfies
the requirements for the NYS
Education Department Coaching
Certification Course: Health
Science Applied to Coaching.
Three class hours.

Sociology 150- Perspectives of
Global Interdependence- Provides
an overview of how the world is
interconnected and how the world
is continually affected by rapid
social and technological change.
Three class hours.

A few notable professors who
received glowing reviews while
asking for class suggestions
included Philip Snyder, Doug
Brooks, Doug Henneberg, Nayda
Pares-Kane, and Gail Bouk. It
was recommended that if the
option is available to take a class
with one of these professors.
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Alumni Inducted It's All in the Genes
Into Hall of Fame

CHRIS BIGGER
MANAGING EDITOR

On Wednesday Jan. 21, four
MCC alums were inducted into
the MCC Hall of Fame at the
Rochester Riverside Convention
Center at the 16th annual Salute
to Excellence dinner.

The dinner was hosted by the
MCC Foundation to celebrate
philanthropy and alumni success
in the community. The inductees
were selected by the 2005 MCC
Alumni Hall of Fame Committee,
which was led by John T. Smith

class of 1971. Demonstration of
professional success and commu-
nity involvement are among the
criteria for inductee selection.

John L. Dimarco was not
inducted into the Hall of Fame but
was recognized for his philanthro-
py towards MCC students and the
Greater Rochester area. DiMarco
is the chairman and CEO of The
DiMarco Group and was present-
ed with the Salute to Excellence
Award.

Deborah Alimentato
Class of 1984

Alimentato is a chef and
cooking coach at Wegmans
Food Markets, Inc. CEO Danny
Wegman nominated her because
of her exceptional customer ser-
vice acumen. Alimentato has
certified over 3,000 customers
and employees in a variety of
cooking techniques and volun-
teers her time to support local
fundraisers.

Elma A. Bellini
Class of 1974

Bellini is a New York State
Supreme Court Justice who
believes that "one can get an excel-
lent start in a community college."
Her career began as an assis-
tant public defender for Monroe
County. Today she hears and
decides domestic violence cases
and speaks at regional and nation-
al legal training seminars. She is
involved in a variety of commu-
nity organizations, including Big
Brothers Big Sisters, Camp Good
Days and Special Times and the
Greater Rochester Association of
Women Attorneys.

Thomas J. Cray
Class of 1976

Cray has over 30 years expe-
rience as an advocate for veter-
ans. He is president and CEO of
Rochester's Veterans Outreach
Center, Inc., a post he has held
since 1998. A veteran of the
United States Navy, Cray was
awarded the Vietnam Service
Medal following two tours of
duty with combat. He serves
on the board of the National
Coalition for Homeless Veterans
and is a life member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars and
Vietnam Veterans of America
organizations.

Chester N. Watson
Class of 1971

Watson is general auditor of
General Motors Corporation where
he directs a worldwide group of
250 professionals focused on mon-
itoring risk and improving profit-
ability. His business and finance
career spans 30 years and includes
leadership positions at KPMG
Peat Marwick, Bell Atlantic (now
Verizon) and Lucent Technologies.
He is a Rochester Institute of
Technology trustee and direc-
tor on the Junior Achievement of
New Jersey board.

WENDY VANDELLON
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Ever wonder where you came from and how you came to be who
you are today? Recently it has become increasingly popular to look up
family genealogy especially since the internet makes such information
so available.

Generally the best place to start research is not necessarily with the
internet because names may have changed over the years. Start with
family members and see how far back it can be traced. Usually within
a family there is a Bible that has many birth and death dates and can
help trace a family to its roots. Once you have a few base names to
begin searching you can go to websites that either require you to pay
for information or those that don't. Generally you can find the same
information at both and therefore I recommend www.genebase.com
and www.ancestry.com which do not require any form of payment.

Through both methods, I found that I once had an ancestor named
Joseph Brooks who owned a good deal of northern Pennsylvania. He
was a sheep farmer who decided to fence in his land. Unfortunately he
fenced in land that contained laurel which is poisonous to sheep so he
lostt his herd and his wealth.

Finding such a base can give students the grounding that they may
need in their own individual world that can sometimes seem to fall
apart. So get out there and research that family.

AUDITIONS
FOR

NTERNATIQJNAL DAY

S I N G ?

CAN YOU DANCE?
CAN YOU PLAY AN INSTRUMENT?
DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL TALENT?

International Day will be taking place on April 26, from 11:30am to
2:00pm on the Brighton Campus. If you are interested in performing in the
biggest event on campus, please contact Global Union.

AUDITIONS WILL BE HELD:

March 1 4:00pm to 5:30pm Monroe B

March 3 11am to 12:30pm Monroe B

4:00pm to 5:30pm Monroe B

March 6 I lam to 12:30pm Empire Room

March 8 4:00pm to 5:30pm Monroe B

March 10 4:00pm to 5:30pm Forum

Contact Global Union, 3-135 • 292-2557 • globalunionmcc{a)%mail.com

Passionate about the environment?

Explore Transferring to SUNY-ESF

A welcoming atmosphere: almost 250 students
transfer to ESF each year.

Hands-on experience: Undergraduate students
participate in research, field study and internships
in science, design, engineering, policy and manage-
ment of natural resources and the environment,
gaining knowledge and developing skills for
graduate school or careers.

More choices: ESF offers more than 300 courses,
21 majors and opportunities for international study.

Lots of opportunity: 95 percent of graduates
get jobs in their chosen field or are admitted to
graduate school within six months of graduation.

Want to learn more? Join us on...

Transfer Day @ ESF
Syracuse Campus • Friday, March 10, 2006

For information on Transfer Day® ESF go to http://www.esf.edu/transfervisit

or call our Admissions Office at 800-777-7373 • 315-470-6600

State University of New York

College of Environmental Science and Forestry

Syracuse, New York

} SUNY-ESF
" Improve Your W'arltl

www.esf.edu

rime Blotter

02.01.06

Harassment Investigation
Two students had a physical
altercation. Location of inci-
dent: North courtyard.

Petit Larceny
Investigation
Student reported that college
keys and ID were in her purse
that was stolen off campus.

02.02.06

Violation of V&T Law
Student was using an expired
and altered handicap permit
to park on campus.

2.03.06

Violation of MCC Policy/
Conduct
Several students and non-
students were involved in a
fight in the courtyard, of the
Residence Hall.

2.0.06

Making Graffiti
An unknown person wrote on
the wall in 5-JSA.

2.06.06

Unauthorized Use
Investigation
A non-student was driving .a
stolen car on campus.

Petit Larceny
Unknown suspect(s) stole
student's prescription medica-
tion.

2.07.06

Violation of MCC Policy/
Conduct
A student caused a scene at
the bursars office..
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R V

Kanye West Is Not Jesus!

PINKON

1950s simplicity
not compatable
with today

BRANDON CHIAZZA
ASSOCIATE WRITER

Ever get the feeling that your
parents or grandparents don't
understand any technological
aspect of our time? Or maybe
some of the pre-historic Nomads
that roam MCC's campus don't
either? Either Computer 101
hasn't been living up to its name
or you old people are just unable
to adapt. I guess walking through
the 1950's was a different life. No
one knew what a computer was,
or that there was such a thing as
a 'big booty'. Well, I'm sure there
was but it just wasn't as openly
publicized.

T.V. was probably the only
comparable statistic. Teenagers
those days watched an average
of six hours a day-an astronomi-
cal feat considering the shows
included an extremely ill-advised
housewife named Lucy with a
Cuban guitar player as a hus-
band. Oh not to mention the not-
so-interesting Leave It To Beaver.
I guess watching six hours of
nothing has done what was to be
expected - nothing.

All of the old people that
are still reminiscing about some
canoodling session that went
down on lover's lane 50 years
ago need to come back to reality
and learn how to use a comput-
er or an ATM machine for that
matter. I cannot get through one
ATM line smoothly because one
of the 'technologically impaired'
are standing in front of me trying
figure out that it won't give you
money unless you insert a card.

We use electric razors, not
Burma Shave. IPods, not record
players. Plasma TV's, not picture
boxes. I have come to the conclu-
sion that you will never adapt and
that you face the inevitable defeat
by Windows XP. Frank Sinatra
may have been a singer of his
time, but if Will Smith can 'get
jiggy wit it,' why can't you?

BRETT BARCLAY
OPINION EDITOR

So what did Kanye do now? If
you thought that he requested
The Holy Bible be revised to
include him you are right on!
According to contactmusic.
com West believes that he
should be portrayed as a
biblical character because
he "brings up historical
subjects in a way that
kids want to learn about
them." That's right, he
wants to be a character
known as the 'griot', a West
African Storyteller. By the way.
West is not from West Africa but
the ever similar Chicago, Illinois.
The home of Oprah Winfrey and
Bozo the Clown.

If you don't live under a rock you know
that this idiot also believes that our presi-
dent does not care about black people. It
was awesome of him to take time out of
a National Charity Event to
tell us that.

When speaking with contactmusic.
com West also says "I changed the

sound of music more than one time...
For all those reasons, I'd be a part of
the Bible. I'm definitely in the his-

tory books already." No, your
music is not original Kanye.
You took a former C-list
actor, stole intros and beats
from a blind guy, called it
your own and somehow
won a Grammy.

I'll let John Lennon
compare himself to Jesus,
but only because he was

a musician and produced
music. Kanye West is a waste

of time, money and oxygen.
For that matter, rap music is a
waste of time, money and oxy-
gen. Which brings me to a final
thought about American con-
sumers. If you put a price tag

on garbage and call it cool, it
will sell.

illustration courtesy KRT Media Services

When Reality Is Not BRETT BARCLAY
OPINION EDITOR

Which one of these television
shows is a reality show? The Real
World, Survivor, Newlyweds or
The Bachelor. If you guessed
none of these, you have propelled
yourself to super genius status.
Congratulations!

Reality television is supposed
to bring viewers real life situa-
tions and characters that they can
relate to. I think I am the only
one that has had the opportunity
to go on a date with five girls in
one night and then get to pick one
at the end so I am an exception to
the non-reality but the rest of you
do not have an excuse.

How often have you been ran-
domly selected to live with six
other strangers in a house and
have your lives taped? No one?
Jury duty is probably the closest
you've come to that. MTV can do
it, call it 'real' and then sell it to
teens that will eat it up because
it is so raw. Did you know that
they spend more time editing that
show then they do showing it on
the air?

The only semblance of real
that I've seen on TV is 'Jackass.'
Those guys are borderline genius.
I wish I had the idea of lighting
my extremities on fire and video
taping it.

If you want true reality televi-
sion I would highly suggest tun-
ing into TLC and watching a gall
bladder operation.

photo courtesy KRT Media Services

Jessica Simpson and Nick Lachey the stars of MTV's Newlyweds
prove that sometimes reality is not necessarily shown on TV.
The two are now in the middle of a divorce.

MCC
Annoyances
and Pet Peeves
MEGAN MCNEIL!

OPINION EDI TOR

Have something to say? Submit to the Monroe Doctrine
See submissions guidelines on page 2

I won't sugarcoat it; there are
some annoying things about the
people in this place. These little
annoyances are known as "pet
peeves," and there seems to be a
lot of then! Here they are, in no
particular order (you can decide
on the most annoying).

1 Rolling backpacks:
OK, what is up with
these things? They are

called backpacks for a reason.
I hear that they are useful and
all that, but they have turned
the hallways into an obstacle
course. I feel like a hurdle run-
ner every time I am trying to
get to class. Please, for the good
of the school, face the possible
back problems.

2 Littering: One need
only walk a few feet
to find the nearest gar-

bage can in this school. They
are there for a purpose. It is
frustrating to see people leaving
a trail of crumpled up papers
and gum wrappers behind them
as they walk past two garbage
cans. It makes the school messy
and doubles the janitor's work-
load. Throw out your stuff.

3 Shutting doors: Are
you really in such a
hurry that you can't

hold the door open for a few
seconds for the person behind
you? Plus, most people will tell
you that when a door is held
open for them, it makes their
day. Make someone's day.

4 Cell phones ringing
In class: Please put
your phone on vibrate.

Put it on vibrate or silent before
you even leave your house for
school. vThat way you won't
forget and end up disrupting
the whole class while fumbling
around for the phone.

5 Standing in the middle
of the hallway: I know
you want to talk to your

friends: I do too. But can you
move a few feet to your right?
When a group of people are
just standing in the middle of
the hallway talking, it disrupts
the flow of everyone's day. Just
kindly move it to the side.

6 Close walkers: I need
personal space, people.
When the fronts of your

feet are touching the backs of
mine, you are too close. When
I can feel your breath on my
neck, you have to back up.

7 T.M.I, phone calls:
I wish I didn't know
half the things I know

about some people's lives via
their cell phone calls. 1 don't
want to hear about your sex
life, hygiene problems, or boy-
friend/girlfriend troubles. You
don't have to share these things
with everyone in your immedi-
ate vicinity in the hallway.
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OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS Will RTS Bus Fare
Changes Effect
MCC Students?

Beware Of Political
Incorrectness

The Dangers of
Political Correctness

I have broken up with Political
Incorrectness. Turns out she was
spreading rumors behind my
back.

Things got weird and we both
got offended.

Lately, I've been seeing this
new train of thought. She Is
really sweet and has class and
manners. Her name is Politically
Correct and she is the polar
opposite of the train of thought
that I used to date.

Sometimes late at night when
we are watching FOX News the
phone rings. No one speaks but I
can tell that it is my old train of
thought breathing on the other
end, thriving on the thought that
I just might discriminate against
Asians.

One night, last semester, I
was leaving my evening class
when I was attacked. It was
my old train of thought's tough
friends and they were angry.
They came dressed in stereo-
types, and CD's from the mid-

BRETT BARCLAY
OPINION EDITOR

90's with the parental advisory
sticker torn off so their parents
would buy the Dr. Dre album. I
was left outside of building 12,
cold and beaten by these uncon-
trolled demons.

Luckily, my friends' courte-
sy and integrity came along to
scare off my attackers, but it
was too late. Political incorrect-
ness had gotten the best of me. I
was lying there on the sidewalk
blurting out racial slurs and tell-
ing the passing women to get in
the kitchen and make me dinner.
There was nothing my friends
could do.

I am in good health now but
emotionally damaged.

I spoke with Political
Incorrectness later that night to
find out why she was upset with
me She said that she was angry
because Political Correctness
was a minority.

Political Incorrectness is an
evil person.

What price would you pay
for a leftover piece of pizza?

photo by Pete Bekisz

SO.,.IFIRJ5H
ETHICS REFORM
THROUGH,

IN IT R # A/E?

MEGAN MCNEILL
OPINION EDITOR

Political correctness (PC)
is a slippery slope. To under-
stand the issue, we should
understand what PC is. The
Merriam-Webster Online
Dictionary defines it as "con-
formity to a belief that lan-
guage and practices which
could offend political sensi-
bilities should be eliminat-
ed." Therein lies the problem
- we are spending so much
time trying not to offend peo-
ple that we are glossing over
more important issues in our
society. Instead of focusing
on the problem, we focus on
the labeling of the problem.

For example, when
did someone decide that words
like "secretary" and "jani-
tor" were bad? Well, that was
decided when people started
putting negative connotations
on the words. Janitor derives
from the Latin god Janus, the
keeper of gates and doors. A
janitor keeps things running

smoothly and is a perfectly
respectable profession; there-
fore society must have creat-
ed the negative connotations
of the word in the first place.
Maybe we should change our
outlook and examine the prej-
udices and stereotypes exist-
ing in our society that make
acceptable words suddenly
undesirable.

So let's get down to
the legal business. The fact
is that the First Amendment
protects free speech, no mat-
ter how offensive it may be.
We cannot restrict someone's
right to say what they want,
even though we may not like
what they are saying. It is true
that this right can be abused,
but that is the price we pay
to live in a country where we
won't be killed for speaking
out against the government
and writing opinion pieces for
newspapers.

On the brink...
Food and desperation
PETE BEKISZ

ONLINE EDITOR

Excuse me, but does anyone actually feed you people? And
why would you be stupid enough to pay $5 for a slice of sheet
pizza - an inside slice of sheet pizza, at that. Yes, I agree: $5
for a slice of pizza - with or without crust - is a bit ridiculous.
But that's what we charge here at the Monroe Doctrine.

Now before you go postal on us, allow me to explain that
we weren't conducting a sale of the pizza variety. In fact, we
weren't conducting a sale of any variety. We just happened to
be sitting in our office, which Lifestyles editor Ashley Chasse
describes as "jam-packed with junk food," when we were
rudely approached by a hungry student muttering incoherent-
ly about bagels and pizza and cookies and whatever. When
asked how much we'd want for a slice of pizza, we replied
with an expensive "$5." While our meal crasher wasn't quite
willing to splurge to $5, he did offer us $2.50 - but then found
out he didn't have it. Clearly, we do not extend credit, accept
Visa, nor have a layaway program. If you want our dinner, we
want cash. Real cash. With pictures of dead people on it. And
if you've got Canadian, don't even think about it.

Of course, this is only one example of people trying to
jump on somebody else's grub train. If you walk into school
with a bag that smells like anything more appealing than my
Grandma's bathroom, you're going to receive more attention
than Dick Cheney in a cardiac unit... or hunter safety class.

Please understand that we here at the Doctrine do feel for
your underfed stomachs; we also have a strange attraction
to Dick Cheney likes-to-shoot-people jokes. But seriously,
we almost made $5 on a piece of pizza. And we're not even
Starbucks. There's a better way, ladies and gentlemen. A bet-
ter, cheaper way. There's a restaurant at every left turn here in
the metropolis that is Brighton, NY. And we're not the only
people allowed in them, either.

JESSICA RIDER
S I AH WRITER

On Feb. 16, RTS announced its
plan to restructure the fare system.
The proposed changes will affect
all riders. The proposal would
create a $1.25 flat fee to take one
ride, any distance. However, if
you want to transfer, it will be
another $1.25, instead of the usual
$.15. RTS is also offering a $3
day pass called a Freedom Pass.
Still riders are not pleased with
the passes or any of the changes.
Many riders believe that they are
getting a bad deal, because $3 for
a day pass is more expensive than
paying $1.40 for a ride with one
transfer, which is what most rid-
ers usually do. Since many of
the people who ride the bus use
it to get to and from MCC, some
students will be hit hard with the
upcoming changes.

Rick Denaker:
"It's crap!"

Carl Ross:
"1 think basically RTS will

lose customers. I would rather
walk! Transfers are the best'way
to save money."

Adam Junod:
"They're trying to appeal to

suburban riders, but the subur-
ban riders won't cover the lost
city riders."

photo courtesy KRT Media Services

Amanda Evans:
"/ believe that people are con-

cerned because RTS basically
doubled the price in a very abrupt
decision! I think it's discourag-
ing people to take the bus!"
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Soaking Up SpongeBob Memorabilia KAILEE SMITH
GUEST WRI1ER

CAMPUS EVENTS

MARCH

3/6
Auditions for International
Day
Monday.ll a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Empire Room

3/8
Guest Speaker from Veterans
Outreach Center
Wednesday, 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
Damon City Campus
Roon 4-013

Protect Your Identity
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Public Safety Training
Facility
Room 105
to register call 279-4221

Auditions for International
Day
4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monroe B

3/10
Auditions for International
Day
Friday, 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Forum

Drag Show
8 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Monroe A & B

3/24
Casino Night
Friday, 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Monroe A & B
Requires ticket purchase

3/31
Alison Smith Discussion and
Reading
Friday 12 p.m.
Forum

Many people like to form their
own collections, but some are not
as common or everyday as oth-
ers. Some collect books, others
enjoy classic movies, and some
may even keep old photographs.
Monroe Community College stu-
dent Heather Cerino, however, has
a unique collection of over 200
Spongebob Squarepants items
and knickknacks, from inflatable
furniture to her favorite pair of
slippers.

As a resident of MCC's
Alexander Hall, Cerino's bed-
room is literally surrounded by
Spongebob Squarepants. Her
walls are covered with Spongebob
posters, pictures, and drawings;
her pillows and bed sheets are
printed with Spongebob char-

acters; her desk is filled with
figurines and trinkets, as well
as all of the Burger King toys;
and she even has old candy she
saved from past holidays (includ-
ing a Spongebob Squarepants
Easter Egg and a "Crabby Patty"
gummy from Halloween). Cerino
also talks to her friends with a
Spongebob telephone and wakes
up to a Spongebob alarm clock
every morning before class.

Unfortunately, Cerino's col-
lection was too big to keep all
in one place. In addition to her
bedroom, she also has Spongebob
items throughout her suite, her
bathroom, and some back at her
home in Waterloo.

Cerino has been a fan of the
Nickelodeon show "Spongebob

Squarepants" for nearly four years
now, and she still loves to make
her collection bigger and better.
It's become such a hobby of hers
that many of her friends associ-
ate Spongebob with her. "People
always think of me when they see
something with Spongebob on it,
and sometimes they'll pick it up
for me so I can add it to my col-
lection," says Cerino.

The most interesting items of
the collection, she says, come
from her friends and family when
they come across something that
reminds them of her. These are
usually random little objects and
knickknacks, but she loves to
know that her friends are think-
ing of her. Every item has a story
behind it, and it's interesting that

Food Myths Debunked

illustration courtesy ofKRl

Oh the stories we hear about
food while growing up. I think
everyone knows at least one. Since
we live on the information high-
way it's really no surprise that
some of that information is mis-
information. Let's take a look at
some food myths, shall we?

Coca-Cola is an effective sper-
micide; ah, no. The acids in Coke
make it harmful to drink. This
is also false. But the story that it
used include cocaine as an ingre-
dient is actually true.

Chocolate doesn't cause acne.
Numerous studies have failed to
show that any amount of chocolate
causes an outbreak of acne. In fact,
there appears to be little evidence
that diet affects acne at all. It does,
though, raise your serotonin levels
to help elevate your mood.

photo courtesy of KRT
they came from so many different
places and different people, mak-
ing her collection truly unique.

JUNE SYLVESTER WALES
SENIOR WRI I ER

Some people say brown
eggs are better than white eggs.
However, there is really no nutri-
tional difference between the two.
Egg color is based on the breed
of the hen (in general, hens with
white feathers lay white eggs and
hens with red feathers lay brown
eggs).

Coffee is the most popular
drink worldwide. Espresso con-
tains less caffeine than any other
roast. Caffeine will wake up a
drunk, but it has no effect on
sobriety. In fact, coffee can actu-
ally make a hangover worse by
dehydrating the body.

Excessive sugar causes diabe-
tes. The cause of diabetes is lack
of insulin, not excess of sugar.
So the next time you have a meal,
check your labels and keep an
open mtnd.

MCC Deficient In Diverse Duds

photo by Jacky VanDellon

The streets of Japan are teeming with young people decorated
with stunning patterns, textures, and unthinkable color combina-
tions.

In perhaps the most "fashion friendly" society in the world, any-
thing goes. Pair six-inch heeled boots with striped-toe socks, British
plaid with Barbie pink, or even faux fur with military camouflage.
Free to express their individuality to the fullest extent, Japanese
youth enjoy experimenting with fashion.

Their unusual and outstanding get-ups draw little attention from
passers-by and even less chastisement.

Here at MCC it is rare to find a student daring enough to deviate
from the established fashion "norms." MCC's student body is wide-
ranging and represents students from all over the world, including
Vietnam, Bosnia, Ukraine, Kenya, India and countless other coun-
tries.

However, this variety barely translates to diversity in clothing
style. The occasional culturally influenced garment is spotted and
is a refreshing alternative to cookie-cutter jeans, sweaters, and T-
shirts. A free-flowing embellished skirt reminiscent of Indian styl-
ing, dazzling, gold bracelets that allude to Middle Eastern tradition,
or a contemporary necklace that suggests African adornment, gives
an outfit an undeniable uniqueness and creates visual interest.

Your daily attire should reflect elements of your personality and
reveal your distinctiveness. Exploring foreign fashion is an exciting
way to discover your true colors.

K.LINDEN SPERANZA
ASSOCIATE WRITER

photo courtesy of KRT



MONROE MONROE COMMUNrTY COLLEGE

D O C T R I N E MARCH 3, 2006 PAGE 7

LOCAL TRAVEL SPOTLIGHT
SENECA PARK

WILLIAM MATTHIAS
GUESI WRITER

If you're like many other col-
lege students, you're often con-
sumed by excessive stress, per-
haps stricken by boredom and
looking for a way to enliven your
day. Don't fret, there is an effec-
tive way to accomplish this. There
are many unique destinations in
Rochester that are both fun and
exciting to see.

One of these destinations is
Seneca Park, a paragon of the
beauty of nature. If one has the
slightest aesthetic perspective,
they'll develop a strong apprecia-
tion for this unique park because
of its many different aspects of
nature, including its scenic views
of the Genesee River gorge, trails
and large pond. The park also
features a deeply cut stone in
the river gorge and trout lake
(created by damming a natural
spring), which are both works of
art by Frederick Law Olmstead,
founder of American landscape
architecture.

In addition to the visual aspects
of Seneca Park, you'll find some
good opportunities to rest and
play: the park offers picnic shel-
ters (available by reservation),
playgrounds, a baseball field,
open fields, and hiking trails. If
that's not enough to stimulate the
senses, there's always the Seneca
Park Zoo, which features the only
African elephants and orangutans
in New York!

If seeing the eccentricity of
wild animals and their interac-

tion with each other in the zoo is
not enough to alleviate excessive
amounts of stress, or temporarily
interest a bored-stricken student,
then what will?

Seneca Park is located at 2222
St. Paul Street (off the route 104
expressway). The park is open
daily from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m., how-
ever, from Oct. 15 through May
15, the lower part of the park is
closed. The zoo is open Jan. 1 to
Mar. 31 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and Apr. 1 to Oct. 31 from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. The cost of admis-
sion (depending on time of year)
for adults is $6.00 - $8.00, youth
(ages 3-11) $3.00 - $5.00 and
children (ages 0-2) get in free!

So, instead of indecisively
contemplating what you're going
to do with any particular day,
do yourself a favor and go visit
Seneca Park, which may very
well become an intricate part of
enjoying your day.

KICKIN'

KOMPETITION

5=3O pin
sign up in 3-133

$3 per person to enter and sing

*3 suggested donation to watch

Come cheer for your favorite contestants!

Enter as a group or individually

Compete for 1", 2nd, and 3rd places!

Door prizes!

All proceeds go to Hope Lodge of the
American Cancer Society

Sponsored bv Phi Theta Kappa, 3-133

Have a story idea?

Drop us a line at
MonroeDoc@hotrnail.com

photos by Wendy VanDellon

Monroe Community College
Wednesday • March 8, 2006 • 5:30 pm • Building 8 • Room 300

Thursday • March 9, 2006 • 1:00 pm • Forum Building 3 • Room 130

Recruiting for Walt Disney World1"1 Resort, FL
PRESENTATION ATTENDANCE IS REQUIRED I PREPARE ONLINE AT

disneycollegeprogram.com
Scheduhnq conflict? Visit our Web site for presentation options.

Attend the upcoming Disney College Program presentation
and discover how to get your magical edge!
Paid internships are available for all levels.

Open to all majors, Freshmen through Seniors.

Tk O P T T n<9

MAGIC. EXPERIENCE.
PAID INTERNSHIP.

Enter the 35lh Annual
English/Philosophy Department

WRITING
CONTEST

RICE AWARD for
BEST ESSAY (a thesis-driven essay in
any style —including but not limited to
research, argument, analysis,
description, narrative —except literary
analysis or literary explication, not to
exceed 2000 words)

COONEY AWARD for
6EST LITERARY ESSAY (an essay that
analyzes or explicates one or more
specific works of literature, not to
exceed 2000 words)

LANGLOIS AWARD for
BEST SHORT FICTION (not to exceed
3000 words)

CLOOS-SUSSKIND AWARD for
BEST POEM (single poem, not to
exceed 60 lines)

MCMURRAY AWARD for
BEST PHILOSOPHICAL ESSAY (not to
exceed 2000 words)

RULES

• Only Fall 2005 or Spring 2006 "for
credit" MCC students of any major may
enter.

• Submissions will be accepted uptil
April 14, 2006, at noon

• Winners will be announced by JVlay I,
2006, by mail

• Manuscripts must be left in 5-532 on the
MCC Brighton Campus or in 5-252 at
Damon City Campus (DCC Student
Services Center).

• Entries must have been written during
the student's enrollment in credit courses
at MCC (but not necessarily FOR a
course).

• All submissions must be typed, double-
spaced, free of markings, and fret of
grammatical and mechanical errors.

• All submissions must include a title
page containing the author's name, social
security number, home address, phone
number, and title of the work.

• All materials submitted must be original
and previously unpublished in any but
college publications.

Qptltioutt Please contact Professor Phil Snyder at X3374 or psnyder@monroecc.edu.
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the
benefits I

of pets
Pets Can Help Lower Stress

Stressed or depressed? Recent
studies have shown that pets may
alleviate these conditions in more
ways than one, contributing to
the overall mental and physical
health of their owners.

According to the Washington
Post, many of these gains are
social; those with pets are more
likely to interact with others
and thus to decrease isolation
and loneliness, particularly with
respect to the elderly and the dis-
abled.

The CDC also reports that
pet-ownership may decrease high
blood pressure, high cholesterol
levels, and high triglyceride lev-
els, all three of which are com-
mon causes of heart attacks and
strokes.

Much of this is due to the fact
that those with pets tend to engage
in more regular exercise. "A lot of
it is motivation," says freshman
Jill Bebee, owner of a nine-year-
old doberman, "Though some
days I'd rather just relax after

KELLI SMITH
GUEST WRITER

long hours of classes, having an ,
animal requires responsibility,
and part of that responsibility is
outdoor activity."

For those without much time,
something as simple as an aquar-
ium has been shown to boost
morale and lower stress, and
though caring for another living
creature requires a great deal of
conscientiousness and commit-
ment, the effects are both benefi-
cial and lasting.

Fashions for Furry Friends
JESSICA RIDER

ASSOCIATE WRITER

It used to be that sweaters and
boots were just for people, but the
times have changed. Ever since
Paris Hilton's pet dog "Tinker
Bell" started sporting the hottest
doggy fashions, people all over
the world have started dressing
up their dogs for every day fun.
It's not uncommon to see pets
with jackets, shoes, and some
even get their ears pierced! Don't
tell PETA! It's been reported that
the Hilton Chihuahua even wears
a Swarovski crystal collar. While
most of us aren't willing to spend
that much on Fido's neck-wear,
we are willing to shell out $20
for a comfy sweater or shirt, and
possibly a fancy leash or pet car-
rier. Recently pet products have
gained an isle in our favorite

photo by C

shopping centers. Target widened
their selection of pet presents last
year with an addition of design-
er pet accessories and traveling
bags, all aimed at the every-day
pet lover. During the month of
October Target even stocks dog-
gie Halloween costumes. There's
Batman, and a bumblebee, lady-

photo by Jessica Rider

bugs, and your pooch can even
dress up like a cop! A different
outfit to fit every personality. So
the next time you're in a pet store,
check out some of the cute out-
fits you can get for your favorite
member of the family, no, not
Grandma, your dog!

m m
photo by Pete Bekisz
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not everyone agrees...
on what kind of pet to own

EXOTIC PETS

photo by Pete Bekisz

PETE BEKISZ
ONLINE EDITOR

Imagine pulling into your
driveway after a long, hard day at
school. You walk into the house
and your loving pet comes running
from the other room and jumps on
you. Though your neighbors think
you're a bit obscure, you wouldn't
trade dear Pepe in for anything.
Yes, that's Pepe ... as in Le Peu.
Your pet is, in fact, a skunk.

Sure it sounds crazy, but a quick
Google search for "pet skunk"
will yield 331,000 results to help
coach you into turning these
"playful and charming" creatures
into house pets - after you have
them disarmed, of course. There's
a whole world of exotic pet own-
ers out there, and the pets they live
with range from skunks to hissing
cockroaches.

The potbellied pig is anoth-
er favorite of exotic pet lovers.
Brought to the United States from
Asia over 15 years ago, petplace.
com claims that potbellied pigs
are easier to train than dogs, and

although their name indicates oth-
erwise, are extremely clean and
odor-free.

Other favorite exotic pets
include: piranhas, tarantulas, fer-
rets, chinchillas, emus, hermit
crabs, Syrian hamsters, Chinese
water dragons, and red eared slid-
ers. It should be noted that New
York has the toughest law in the
country when it comes to exot-
ic pets. In 2004, legislation was
passed banning the ownership of
venomous reptiles, constricting
snakes, crocodiles, lions, tigers,
bears, and other pets that could
potentially harm their owners.

If you're interested in picking
up an exotic pet or two, you may
consider visiting Lollypop Farm
in Egypt. Although you won't find
skunks or tarantulas, you will find
a variety of more common exotic
pets, ranging from pigs to emus.
For more information on Lollypop
Farm, check out their Web site:
www.lollypop.org

EXOTIC PET WEB SITES
exoticpets.about.com
www.bellaonline.com/site/exoticpeto
www.sybilsden.com
www.birdsunltd.com

Some people think
animals belong in the zoo
ALEXIS ARMSTRONG

GUEST WRITER

To the people who enjoy
their dogs licking them in the
face each morning or the cats
who get stuck in odd places
like the back of the washing
machines, are crazy. Please
tell me the reasons for all the
time and money spent on these
animals that are not people. I
had a fish when I was small-
er. 1 shared ownership with
my younger sister. One day
Bubbles died. I wasn't sad or
upset, I didn't cry, to me he was
just a fish. They live and they
die, simple as that. My young-
er sister on the other hand,
cried for days after the death
of Bubbles. I never understood
why people let these animals

lick their face knowing that
these animals lick their butts
and sometimes other animals'
butts. That dog from the movie
"Dr. Doolittle" will never con-
vince me that it is "just their
way to say hello." It's not that
I hate animals, it's just I like
my personal space. Try to
encourage a cat, dog, ferret, or
mouse, to stay in its area and
not invade your private space.
It's not going to work. They
don't understand that concept
and you don't understand their
defiant 'meows'. As much as I
love that little monkey Curious
George, there's no way he
could ever live in my house
with me.

cat people vs
dog people

JUNE SYLVESTER WALES
SENIOR WRITER

There is statistical proof that humans are social
creatures, even if they aren't with each other.
People have a thing for companions with fur and
four legs, with about 70 million owning cats and
68 million preferring dogs.

But what makes people choose a cat or a dog as
a home companion?

While dogs have more a variety of personality
type owners, cat people are more predictable. They
are more of the artistic/sensitive type, intellectual,
and sedate. They are quieter in their pursuits and
enjoy intimate socialization at home rather than the
more sporty traits of the typical dog owner. Cats
are more independent and seemingly secure in
that they don't need around-the-clock attention and
interactive socialization that dogs prefer.

Dog people on the other hand, are more socially
outgoing to feeding a dog's need to please and hang
out. There are also many breeds of dogs that make
picking the right dog for you less of a hit or miss.
Dogs work with adults and play with the kids. I
once had a dog that I trained to play tea party with
me.

I myself have owned both cats and dogs; they
both have their pros and cons in my opinion. Many
people I know have a mix of both together, which
leads to some pretty funny anecdotes of daily life
with kids and a small zoo of animals in the house.
Do you fit the stereotype? Entail me at jsylvester
wales013@student.monroecc.edu and share your
experience.

Pet
Survey
JESSICA J. RIDER

STAFF WRITER

Do you have a pet?
If so, what kind? These
questions were posed to
as many MCC students
I could find one after-
noon. Some people had
many pets, while some
people seemed disgust-
ed that I would dare
ask them if they owned
a pet! Of course they
didn't own a pet!

The weirdest pets
that people had were
snakes and one girl had
horses, but they aren't
that uncommon.

When I asked stu-
dent Mark Czelusniak
if he had any pets he
said, "No. Never been a
pet fan." When I asked
why, he said, "I'm aller-
gic to cats, for one thing,
and I have some sort
of phobia towards some
dogs."

While many other
students agreed that
they didn't have animals

because they had aller-
gies, some people told
about owning a pet even
though they were aller-
gic.

However, even
though many people
had pets and loved
them, there were almost
an equal number of
people who just weren't
pet people.

When I asked
Michael McFadden, a
Music/Comm major
about his pet, he said,
"I mean it's just a fish
in a bowl, I feed it
because I'm not cruel,
but it's an ex girlfriend
pet." The fish's name,
of course? "Enrique
Esteban Escobar."

In the end, the pet-
people won out by two
people, and the most
common pet for a MCC
student to own is a cat.

photo by Pete Bekisz
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The Doctrine Reviews...

Firewall is Too Easy
to Break Down
MATT TROMBULAK

CIRCULATION MANAGER

Harrison Ford isn't the Han
Solo or Indiana Jones of yes-
teryear, but he can still pull off
a pretty decent action film. In
Firewall, he is a security special-
ist who has been forced to rob his
own bank due to ransom.

It has the plot of any recent Ford
film, Air Force One, Hollywood
Homicide, you name it, it has that
cliche paradigm. Like most of his
recent movies, Ford has to over-
come the most overblown odds to
reach the pinnacle of freedom.

A strong cast really helps
this film. With Paul Bettany and
Virginia Madsen co-starring it
betters Ford's character, but not
enough to get back to his old self.

The film relies a lot on cin-
ematography, almost giving that
Ocean's Eleven feel, but is taken
more seriously due to plot con-

tent. At times the cinematography
is not taken as seriously as the
viewer may like though.

Accuracy is something the
director, Richard Loncraine
should have focused on. Most
heist and computer crime movies
lack that, but Firewall would have
impressed with accuracy.

Though nothing new, it is still
a decent two hour movie.

Starring: Harrison Ford,
Paul Bettany

Rating: PG-13
Length: 105 minutes

FOREIG IREV"IEW
Mrs. Henderson Presents

ASHLEY CHASSE
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Mrs. Henderson Presents is
a touching and comedic British
import which mixes humor with
tragedy to share the true story of
the Windmill Theater and its sym-
bolic run during World War II.

Set in London, the film casts
light into the life of recently wid-
owed Mrs. Henderson, played by
Dame Judy Dench. After the sud-
den death of her husband, Mrs.
Henderson decides to buy the run-
down Windmill Theater in order
to fill her idle time. All at once
she is thrown into the chaos of
the entertainment industry as she
battles with competition and rival
theaters to keep her theater fresh.

In order to run the show suc-
cessfully, Mrs. Henderson enlists
the aid of world renowned enter-
tainment genius Viviane Van
Damm, played by the talented
Bob Hoskins to help her stage a
musical review.

Success quickly comes and
goes for the Windmill Theater as
Mrs. Henderson's fresh idea for a
"musical review" begins to find
itself propose a radical idea for a
nude musical review which will
spark a new life into the theater.
The show is a success.

Then the war began and it
is at this time that the air raids
over London begin which nearly
destroy the city. The Windmill,
now the most popular venue for
enlisted young soldiers, remains
open for the entertainment of the
gentlemen despite the danger and
offers shelter and hope.

The movie offers a little bit of
something for everyone, with its
romantic undertones and haunting
images of war torn England. The
shows run time is 1 hour 43 min-
utes and is rated R for nudity and
brief language. It is currently run-
ning at The Little Theater.

OH YtS...'
THI RE WILL

B£ BLOOD.

MATT TROMBULAK
CIRCULATION MANAGER

Last Halloween, the Saw
series continued. Now in time for
Valentine's Day, Saw II arrives
home on DVD.

Saw II picks up where Saw left
off with the maniacal Jigsaw and
his house of hell. The stakes have
been raised, though it remains the
cliche horror flick you'd expect.
If that's not enough, Saw II sets
up the third chapter due out in
Halloween. But in the meantime,
the DVD should hold you over
until then.

The single disc DVD is pack-
aged nicely with a few featurettes,
storyboards, artwork and trailers,
a surprise from distributor Lion's

The second
Saw chapter
arrives home
Gate for sure. The features are
different from the first film and
are aimed away from the blood-
thirsty buyer.

Video and audio are average.
It's not crystal clear, which does
take away from the gruesome
moments in the film. With Saw
III later this year, expect a box
set of the three films on down the
road. But now, let the blood spill
on DVD.

Starring: Tobin Bell
Rating: R
Length: 93 minutes i

LOCAL BAND REVIEW
JESSICA RIDER

STAFF WRITER

If you've ever wondered who
Mainline Adrenaline was, I'm
here to tell you that they're a fan-
tastic hardcore band you might
even like!

Guitar player Bryan Perez
reports that the members of
Mainline had been playing as a
cover band for a while when they
decided to start writing their own
tunes. What has risen out of four
intense personalities has turned
out to be some stellar music.

When asked what the sound of
the band was like, Perez said, "A

Mainline Adrenaline: To the Heart

heart attack. Or Uma Thurman in
Pulp Fiction, in the scene where
they administer adrenaline, and
she's thrashing and screaming on
the floor. But in the tightest most
focused manner possible. We
actually sound like a mixture of
refused system of a down. Maybe
a little Deftones, I don't know.
Hardcore-post-screemo-electric-
folk."

When it comes to Mainline's
live show, there can only be one
word: energy. If you've ever seen a
band that played a good show but

didn't move a foot from their spot
the whole time, they would be the
opposite of Mainline Adrenaline.

With their pounding bass and
drum riffs, they'll be sure to pull
you out from your corner and
throw you in their moshpit.

While you're at a Mainline
Adrenaline show be sure tcf pick
up their 5 track EP which is
mostly available at their merchan-
dise table. Said Perez, "Come see
our shows, leave your house once
a year. Worse things have hap-
pened."

BOOK REVIEW
ALEXIS ARMSTRONG

GUEST WRITER

Two years ago I bought a book
in the Dollar Tree. The cover had
a smirking Mona Lisa on it. That
book was Dan Brown's The Da
Vinci's Code.

Last fall I saw the preview for
the movie. It sparked my interest
in this book that was forgotten for
two years under my bed.

I opened the book expecting
it to be some long-winded story
about if Jesus was a man or not.
But from that moment on to the
next two days, I could not get past
how indulging this story was.

I grew up Catholic, but recently
converted to Baptist. One of the
main reasons I never opened the
book was because of my strong
hold in my beliefs. After reading

this book, I came to the conclu-
sion that it was just a story.

There are numerous historical
facts that will stir your thinking.
One thing to remember before
reading this book is that it is a
work of fiction. It's a great story
because Brown is very detailed.

Even if you don't know any-
thing at all about the story of
Jesus, it's explained in the book.
Books that spill the ending are
pointless to read. In Brown's The
Da Vinci Code you will never be
able to guess the resolution. It's
carefully crafted so that the read-
er has to actually read and not
skip to the end.

Readers beware, its long, but
worth every page.

WW H™ m» I I C lyrag
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TRANSFER OPEN HOUSE

FRIDAY, MARCH 17,2006
Registration 8:30 a.m.

Transfer Day Program 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

TRANSFER OPEN HOUSE WILL INCLUDE:
• Admissions
• Academic Department Meetings and Tours
• Financial Aid
• Campus Tours

Register by calling the Undergraduate Admissions Office at
Rochester Institute of Technology, (585) 475-6631, or send
an email to visitrit@rit.edu.
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Sports
Calendar

Swimming

3/1-4 PALO Championships
San Antonio

Baseball

3/11 DundalkCC
Away 12pm

3/12 DundalkCC
Away 11am

3/17 Miami-Hamilton
Away 7pm

3/18 Toronto Academy
Away 10am

Ontario Blue Jays
Away 1 pm

3/19 Miami-Dade CC
Away 12pm

2/20 Daytona Beach CC
Away 3pm

3/18

Lacrosse

Mercyhurst
Home

Sports Scores

Overcoming Odds
Through Sports
ALICIA ACCAPEZZATO

SPORTS EDITOR
What do you think of when

you hear the term Murderball?
A dangerous sport with full con-
tact and apparent danger perhaps?
That is almost correct. There is
little danger for the athletes, how-
ever their equipment is another
story.

Murderball as some call it, is
really "quad-rugby", a sport in
which quadriplegic athletes com-
pete, four on four, on a quart,
while attempting to score points.
They can and are encouraged to
knock opponent's wheel chairs to
gain possession of the ball, how-
ever they are not allowed to physi-
cally touch each other.

Released in 2005, a documen-
tary, called Murderball depicted
the rivalry between Paralympics

CONTINUING THE TRADITION
MCC's Men's and Women's swimming
team clinches Region Ill/Northeast District
Championships

team Canada and USA. Although
it is a story about rivalry and
gamesmanship it is also about the
strong relationships among the
teammates.

Quad Rugby is one of the many
sports played at The Paralympics.
The Paralympics is an organi-
zation that provides a stage for
paralyzed athletes to compete at
their sport's highest level, much
like the Olympics. Paralympics
games include, tennis, fencing,
and archery, swimming, skiing
and rowing and are divided into
winter and summer games.

For more information about the
Paralympics visit www.usolym-
picteam.com/paralympics/index.
html or search Paralympics.

Winter Transactions
Mets and Yankees
ALICIA ACCAPEZZATO

SPORTS EDITOR

How the Mets Fared

The biggest Met signing was
closer Billy Wagner. He is a right-
handed pitcher who dominates the
final innings, and led the National
League in saves six times. They
also signed LHP Chad Bradford,
first baseman Julio Franco and
third baseman Jose Valentin.

The most significant acqui-
sition the Mets made this off-
season was that of first baseman
Carlos Delgado. He is 33 and has
369 career homeruns. The other
acquisitions include RHP Jorge
Julio (Orioles for Chris Benson)
catcher Paul Lo Duca (Florida for
two players to be named later) and
first baseman/outfielder Xavier
Nady (Padres for Mike Cameron)

The Mets also declined the
option of RHP Felix Heredia and
Kazuhisa Ishii.

Acquiring Delgado will add
more power to the lineup, a must
with the loss of Mike Piazza.
Wagner is a premiere closer who
will help win tight ball games.
Bradford is a decent LHP who has
a deceptive delivery.

Signing Franco, who is 47,
was probably not the best sign-
ing for the Mets. However signing
Valentin was a good move since
their other option for third base
has only one full year experience.

Overall, the Mets fared well;
they have a good pitching staff,
decent power and a young infield
with a compliment of solid veter-
ans. A-

images courtesy of KRT media services

How the Yankees Fared

The most noteworthy signing
the Yankees made this off-season
was Johnny Damon. He is leadoff
hitter and a solid defensive center
fielder. He signed for four years.

The Yankees resigned out-
fielder Hideki Matsui to a 4-
year deal. They also signed RHP
Octavio Dotel, RHP Aaron Small,
LHP Mike Myers, and infielder
Miguel Cairo and long-time out-
fielder Bernie Williams.

The Yankees made only one
significant trade this off-sea-
son; they traded infielder Tony
Womack to Cincinnati for pros-
pects.

They exercised the option on
RHP Tanyon Sturtze and declined
the option on fan favorite first
baseman Tino Martinez.

Overall, the Yankees did not
do much, which is shocking con-
sidering they usually make a big
splash. Holding on to Williams
helps with team chemistry and
Damon is a true leadoff hitter
(something they lacked since
2000). They have seven possible
starting pitchers, a good qual-
ity bullpen, and a combination of
young and veteran position play-
ers. B+

CASEY DEGON
GUEST WRIIER

MCC men's and women's swim team
submitted photo

The Monroe Men's and
Women's Swimming and Diving
team competed for the title of
Region Ill/Northeast District
Champion, February 10th, 11th
and 12th.

MCC men went on to win all
but four of the twenty events. The
team was lead by Kazuma Uda
(Sagagakeun, Japan) who went on
to win and set meet and region-
al records in the 400 individual
medley and the 200 breaststroke.
Uda also went on to set a meet
record in the 200 individual med-
ley, placing nearly fifteen seconds
ahead of his closest competitor.
Uda also help set meet records in
three relays including the 800 free-
style relay (Uda, David Kilmer,
Stefan Crain, Mateusz Frucz), the
200 freestyle relay (Uda, Kian
Ashby, Kilmer, Frucz, and the
400 medley relay (Uda, Ashby,
Frucz, Kilmer).

Uda was followed closely in
the point's race by teammate
Frucz (Sosnoweic, Poland) who
also went on to win three indi-
vidual events. Frucz went on to set
meet and regional records in the
1650 freestyle, 500 freestyle, and
200 freestyle. Frucz also man-
aged to break the school record
in the 500 freestyle, which he had
set the year before, and the 200
free, which would later be broken
by Uda.

Other big winners at the
Region III meet included Kilmer
in the 100 and 200 butterfly, Casey
Degon in the 100 breaststroke,

Joshua Brewer in the one and
three meter diving, the 200 med-
ley relay (Mackenzie Hollenbeck,
Degon, Matthew Zeitler, David
Shaw), and the 400 freestyle relay
(Frucz, Uda, Kilmer, Ashby).

For their second year in a ro<v
MCC women was dominated by
sophomores Caitlin Robison and
Catie Swartz. Robison went oji
to win the 100 butterfly and 500
freestyle while Swartz grabbed
the gold in the 100 and 200 free-
style. Sophomore Melissa Ashby
and freshman Stephanie Toth
were also double winners with
Ashby taking home first in both
the 100 and 200 breaststroke and
Toth received first in both the one
and three meter diving. Freshman
Jackie Cowles was an individual
winner. She nabbed first place in
the 200 individual medley.

By the conclusion of the meet,
the MCC men's teajn racked up
an impressive 594' points; over
300 points more than their closest
competitor, Erie CC. The women
finished equally impressive with
a 200 point lead 'over second
placed Jamestown CC to finish
with a total of 543points. Uda
was named Region Ill/Northeast
District Swimmer of the meet
along with Breyanna Gepfer from
Mercyhurst Northeast and Coach
Dan Dubois was named Men's
Coach of the Year.

After the awards ceremony, the
team celebrated by doing their rit-
ual jump into the pool which con-
clude an undefeated season.

College Basketball Trivia
How many teams are in Men's
Division I basketball?

)In 1939, (the first year of
•men's tournament) who was
the NCAA champion?

I Which team has the most
rwins in the men's NCAA

Division I tournament?

tWhich team has the most
wins in the women's NCAA
Division I tournament?

'Which women's team was the
'first to win the tournament?

1(331 -C. 9-33SS3UU31 > '£

Hockey

1/22 CCAC
21-3 win

1/28 Broome CC
7-0 win

2/4 Hudson Valley
4-2 win

2/5 Mohawk Valley
6-3 win

Men's Basketball

1/21 Jamestown-Olean
118-71 win

1/28 Erie CC
94-81 win

1/31 Alfred State
99-82 win

2/2 Genesee CC
73-59 win

2/9 Niagara CCC
82-65 win

Women's Basketball

1/21 Jamestown-Olean
106-24 win

1/28 Erie CC
113-36 win

1/31 Alfred State
111-53 win

2/2 Genesee CC
98-38 win

2/4 Jamestown CC
100-31 win
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miv TOP 1 0
MALE ATHLETES

ALICIA ACCAPEZZATO
SPORTS EDI TOR

- | i ~ | EARL ANTHONY
l \ j Six-time PBA bowler
of the year with 41 career titles
including eight major titles

9 BOBBY ORR
Arguably the greatest defen-

sive player of all time. Winner of
the Calder Trophy, the award for
best rookie. He won eight con-
secutive Norris Trophies as the
defensive player of the.year. He
was a three-time MVP with two
scoring titles, the only defensive
player to win it.

8 JOE MONTANA
He has four Super Bowl

titles and three Super Bowl MVP
awards. He has 40,551 career-
passing yards and a passing rat-
ing of 92.3%.

He led his team to 31 fourth-
quarter comebacks in his sixteen-
year career

7 MUHAMMAD ALI
He won 56 out of 61 fights

and 22 out of 25 championship
bouts. He won 37 of his victories
via the KO.

6 WILT CHAMBERLAIN
He has the most rebounds in

NBA history with 23,924 and is a
54% field goal shooter. He had a
points per game average of 30.1
and is fourth on the all-time list
of total points. Was Rookie of
the Year and had two NBA titles
and four MVP awards.

5 LANCE ARMSTRONG
He won seven straight Tour

De France titles and was named
male athlete of the year four
times.

4 TIGER WOODS
He won 46 PGA titles

and he is only 30 years old.He
won four Masters, two PGA
Championships, two U.S. Opens
and two British Open titles. He
is the only golfer to hold all four
major championships at the same
time, is the top money winner
and holds the greatest margin
of victory in the U.S. Open and
Masters.

3 MICHAEL JORDAN
He is tied for first with a

30.1 points per game average and
has Six NBA Championships. He
is a Five-time MVP, 14-time All
Star, the NBA Rookie of the
year. He had 32,292 points in his
career, and is second on the all-
time steals list.

2 BABE RUTH
A pitcher and an outfielder

who hit 714 home runs, second
only to Hank Aaron . He hit 60
homeruns in one season, 5th all-
time and he led the American
league in homeruns 12 times.
He has a Career .690 slugging
percentage and was the quick-
est player to reach 500 homeruns
(5,801 at bats) and holds the
pitching record for longest World
Series win (14 innings)

1WILLIE MAYS
He was a career batting aver-

age of .302 and a fielding per-
centage of .981. He averaged 38
homeruns, 19 stolen bases, 112
runs scored and 103 runs bat-
ted in. He was a five-tool player
and won the Rookie of the Year
award, two MVP awards and the
Roberto Clemente Award.

Tiger Woods Rises Above Race
TUMI A STOKES

• GUEST WRITER

Can you imagine being a
superstar? Can you imagine being
a superstar because of golf? Tiger
Woods' skills have made him
the biggest golf star since Jack
Nicklaus.

In 1996, Woods became a pro-
fessional athlete and signed a $40
million contract with Nike. He
won the Masters in 1997 and
2001, the PGA Championship in
1999, and the British and the U.S.
Opens in 2000. Woods became
the first to hold all four major
tournament titles at once.

Tiger roared again in 2000
when he won six consecutive golf
tournaments, overshadowing golf
legend Ben Hogan, also a six time
winner. Woods once again took
the golf world by storm when he
won the British Open last year.

Woods has overcome
many obstacles in sports, namely
racial injustice. Not claiming any

one particular race, Woods says
he is a mixture of Caucasian,
African-American, American
Indian and Asian, giving himself
the nickname of "Cablinasian"
- how's that for diversity?

Trying to fit into mainstream
America is difficult for anyone,
especially someone of color,
or many different colors, as in
Woods' case.

Tiger and other highly publi-
cized players, like Casey Martin,
brought back the sport of golf,
making Americans pay closer
attention to the game and its play-
ers. Traditionally, golf has been an
attraction for mostly aging, white
males. In the past, the country
club and the lifestyle that accom-
panies golf has not been open to
players of color nor disability.
Over the years, American golf has
opened its arms to many different
races and cultures.

MCC Spring Preview:
Softball and Baseball
WENDY VANDELLON

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Monroe Community College
has a history of having sports
teams that frequently have great
records and this spring it appears
as if the outcome will be no dif-
ferent from years past.

The women's softball team had
a great season last year, advanc-
ing to the Region III Tournament.
This year the team looks to pos-
sibly beat this record with a very
talented and deep team includ-
ing a promising incoming class.
Considering that for the past six
seasons, the women's softball
team has made it to the Region HI
Tournament and for the past five
years has been nationally ranked
the outcome of this season looks
positive.

"Our region is one of the
toughest regions," said Robb
DiGiacomo the head coach of the
team who has been with them for
six years. "Generally there are
usually three teams in the top
ten in our region and it's like a
national tournament."

With returning players like
Hillary Dank and Missy Flint
who both earned First Team All
Region honors as well as some
very talented sophomores includ-
ing Sam Reynolds, Erin Green,
Sarah Clingersmith, Katelyn
Blundell, and Shannon Meehan,
and three players that have

transferred back from four year
schools, Eileen Ferrari, Colleen
Macomber, Brittany Hussong,
even with a tough schedule the
women should expect a favor-
able season with a spring trip to
Tennessee and Kentucky.

The men's baseball team
looks for a repeat as they were
2005 Region III Champions.
Coach Skip Bailey even earned
Region III Coach of the Year
honors.

"The only reason that I was
the Region III Coach of the Year
in 2006 was because the players
did such an outstanding job," said
Bailey.

With returning pitchers
Davis, Rogers, Rivera, Haxton,
and Belmont the team will have
strength from the mound. Ryan
Sullivan, who started all but two
games last season, will be back as
the team's catcher. Marx, Fuller,
Santos, and Meng, all key posi-
tion players also return.

Many of the returning soph-
omores look to lead with qual-
ity freshmen adding depth to the
line-up. Currently ranked 14 in
the country, the team hopes to
make a run at the World Series as
they enter into their season. The
men have a spring trip planned to
Maryland and Florida.

TRIBUNES!

Player Profile:
Shawn Burke
KALIEE SMITH

GUEST WRITER

Age- 20
Height- 5'11"
Weight-175 lbs
Position- long stick mid

Shawn Burke, a resident
of Tribune Hall, has played
lacrosse since 6th grade. He
played for Auburn High School
for all four years and graduated
with the class of 2004. This
May, Burke will graduate with
a major in Pre-Pharmacy and
he plans to one day become a
pharmacist.

Burke feels that his great-
est accomplishment at Monroe
Community College so far has
been managing his time well
enough to both play lacrosse and
major in pre-pharmacy; which
is not always an easy thing to
do. Lacrosse has always been a
passion for him, and MCC has
allowed him to advance both
academically and athletically.

As far as memories go,
Burke believes his whole expe-
rience at MCC has been noth-
ing less than amazing. The
friendships, the teamwork, and
that inner feeling of success
will stay with him, long after he
graduates.

Lacrosse has allowed Burke
to learn more about himself,
learn how to work in a team,
and has taught him to push
him self to accomplish what he
wants.

As he says, "In order to
accomplish a task, everyone has
to work together."

AIR FORCE ROTC
At Rochester Institute of Technology

Air Force ROTC (D6T 538) at Rochester
Institute of Technology is accepting new

students for the Spring term.
The Air Force of tomorrow needs innovative
and technical experts...men and women who

wilt control the air and space forces of
tomorrow.

If your Interested in being part of the team,
contact us at585-475-£19? g i l

eafaira§>fit.etlu



MONROE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

D O C T R I N E MARCH 3, 2006 PAGE 14

PAUL BY BILLY O'KEEFE WWW.MRBILLY.COM

The Family Monster by Josh Shalek

After 4

jfat
That's what it's all about: www.joshskwk'k.com ktd_shuy@jo»h»halck.t;om

Two Dudes by Aaron Warner

STROKE
AMP ASK IF SHE WANTS
TO GO PACK TO

2\

Crossword
ACROSS

1 Mariner
7 Euphemistic

expletive
11 Shape with an

ax
14 Spanish

weather baby?
15 One of HOMES
16 Yale alum
17 pink (delight)
18 Loud report
19 _ Miguel, CA
20 " _ Jude"
21 Ceases work
23 Wearing shoes
25 Courses
26 _ of the above
27 Tiny veggie
28 Heavily

burdened
29 Chairmaker
30 More Bohemian
32 Ravi Shankar's

instrument
34 Make a second

appearance
36 Make known
40 Tender spots
42 Eye part
43 Stage front
46 DA's workload
48 Thole insert
49 Roll of film
50 Wanted poster

information
51 Pismires
52 Making

(oneself) scarce
54 Jan. honoree
55 Diamond stat
56 Ain't right?
57 Glass

ingredient
60 Gore and Hirt
61 Boat beam
62 Sites for fights
63 Hanoi holiday
64 Gentling word
65 Ruler measure

DOWN
1 Confirmed
2 He's "The

Greatest"
3 In an early

stage
4 Took a shine to
5 Just

© 2006 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All rights reserved.
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6 Fish eggs
7 Argues in an

orderly way
8 Spider or tick
9 Skating arenas

10 Images in rev.
11 "Ben-Hur" star
12 "Seinfeld"

character
13 Champion
21 Block of paper
22 Going

nowhere?
23 Rigging support
24 Roll-call call
25 Chef's gizmo
28 Reveal
29 Bats' habitats
31 Strip in a shoe
33 Becomes

fatigued
35 Lies back
37 Disney film,

with "The"
38 Itsy-bitsy biter
39 Supports for

glasses
41 Pious

Solutions
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43 Ark's mount
44 Small stone
45 Hold one's

ground
47 Droop
50 Confused
51 Comic Woody

53 Tiger's sponsor
54 Swampy land
57 Erie Canal

mule
58 Singer Stevens
59 Silvery-gray

color
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Solution to today's puzzle appears
at right.

Complete the grid so that each
row, column and 3-by3 box (in bold
borders) contains every digit 1-9.

For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2006 Michael Mepham.
Distributed by Tribune Media Services.

All rights reserved.
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Sudoku By Michael Mepham

Level: Moderate
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Continue Your Education
With Empire State College

You can earn a SUNY degree and have a life
with Empire State College. Choose from a wide
range of flexible education options - one-to-one
mentoring, online learning; individualized degree
programs and the opportunity to earn credit for
college-level learning gained in work and life.

Undergraduate Information Sessions

Fri., March 3, noon
Thurs., March 9, 7:30 p.m.
Wed., March 15, 7:30 p.m.
Mon., March 20, 5:30 p.m.
Tues., March 28, 7:30 p.m.

1475 Winton Road North
Rochester
R.S.V.P. to 585 224-3200

BEFORE THE AIR FORCE SHATTERED
THE SOUND BARRIER,

THESE AIRMEN SHATTERED THE RACE BARRIER

EMPIRE STATE
COLLEGE

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

Visit us at www.esc.edu

TUSKESEE AIRMEN
We want to take the opportunity to recognize the

significant contributions of African Americans to this
nation and the United States Air Force.

Those interested in continuing this great legacy,
as officers, are invited to contact:

585-W5-5197 or visit: WWW.RIT.EDU/~afrotc

Hilbert's $5,000 Transfer Guarantee!
Hilbert College has a transfer articulation agreement
with MCC that will help you pay for your 4-year degree.
Thafmeans if you will be graduating with your associate's degree in accounting
business administration, criminal justice, general studies, humanities, liberal
arts, economic crime investigation, or paralegal studies, you will receive a
$2,500 per year scholarship for full-time study in a related program at Hilbert.

Why Hilbert?
• Maximum credit for your coursework

• Personal faculty advisement

• Just over 1,100 students

Act now and get started!
Contact our Office of Admissions
in one of 3 ways:

1. By phone: 716-649-7900 or
1-800-649-8003

2. By E-mail: admissions@hilbert.edu

3. Apply online: www.hilbert.edu

No course duplication
Safe, suburban campus
outside Buffalo
Eleven NCAA Division
sports teams

HilbertCollege
A great place to get ahead.

-visit.hilbert.edu
Go online now and schedule a personalized
tour to see if Hilbert is right for you!
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NO TV AFTER 2009?
Phasing Out Analog
JESSICA RIDER

STAFF WRITER

Dude, where's my TV? That's
what you might be saying if you
still tune into your favorite shows
via an analog television come
2009. The date that Congress
originally set in 1996 as the end
of analog broadcasting and the
conversion to all digital television
was December 2006. Since then,
Congress has pushed the date
back to 2009.

So what does this mean? It
means that they are planning
on flipping the switch that will
make a lot of televisions unable to
receive over the air programming
the way that they do now.

Since most people get their
channels through cable or a sat-
ellite dish, the switch to digital
won't affect them, just those of us
who are still sticking the bunny
ears on the top of our televisions
to try and catch a fuzzy episode
of "Friends."

If you're still into the bunny
ears by then, they are selling a
special converter that you would
have to buy in order to make your
analog TV pick up over the air
signals. Since a lot of people all
over the country are still cling-
ing to their antennas to catch the
next episode of "Lost," there was
a Congressional loophole; they
could choose to ignore the 2006
cut-off if fewer than 85 percent
of households have digital ready
television sets.

Since almost 85 percent of
Americans are currently hooked
into cable or satellite, the
change seemed eminent
until they pushed the
date back yet again.
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Are analog televisions going the way of the dinosaurs?

V-Chip Control Not In Proper Use
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The chances of
your television (size 13

inches or more), having a V-
chip are 99-100%.
According to the

Telecommunications Act of 1996, an
FCC law, broadcast and the cable indus-

try had to" establish rules for rating pro-
gramming that contains sexual, violent or

other indecent material about which parents
should be informed before it is displayed to
children, and to voluntarily broadcast signals
containing these ratings."

What the FCC forgot to do was send out
comprehendible directions for parents about
this new technology. Some parents can bare-
ly use the remote control or get the 12:00 to
stop blinking on the VCR. A massive 17% of

parents with the V-chip televisions actually use the technol-
ogy for its intended use.

Most parents are concerned with what media their children
are consuming on a daily basis. The purpose of the V-chip is to

do just that: control what comes through the screen.
Because of the Act in 1996, television programs were forced to

rate the programs. The V-chip reads these ratings and according
to what is set, allow or prevent a show from viewing on that televi-

sion set.
Does the V-chip work? Only if the parent programs it and the chil-

dren don't set the codes first! The chances of your television (size 13
inches or more), having a V-chip are 99-100%.

According to the Telecommunications Act of 1996, an FCC law, broad-
cast and the cable industry had to" establish rules for rating program-

ming that contains sexual, violent or other indecent material about
which parents should be informed before it is displayed to children,
and to voluntarily broadcast signals containing these ratings."

What the FCC forgot to do was send out comprehendible
directions for parents about this new technology. Some
parents can barely use the remote control or get the
12:00 to stop blinking on the VCR. A massive 17%
of parents with the V-chip televisions actually use
the technology for its intended use.

Most parents are concerned with what media their children are con-
suming on a daily basis. The purpose of the V-chip is to do just that: control
what comes through the screen.

Because of the Act in 1996, television programs were forced to rate the
programs. The V-chip reads these ratings and according to what is set, allow
or prevent a show from viewing on that television set.

Does the V-chip work? Only if the parent programs it and the
children don't set the codes first!
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Hard Times Ahead
For Plasma TV
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We all remember the "MTV
Cribs" episodes where celebs have
about 10 flat screen televisions
including the two in the bathroom,
just because. Unless you're ballin'
like P.Diddy, there's a slim chance
you will have that many in a life-
time, or will you?

A simple 17" flat screen plas-
ma screen, not to be confused
with LCD screen, can range from
$200 to $500. Most early plasma
models from 1999 and early 2000
have already been delivered to the
electronics graveyard. They last-
ed about 30,000 hours, 27 years if
you ONLY watched about three
hours a day.

According to the American
Academy of Pediatrics, people in
their adolescent years spend four
to six hours a day watching TV.
They didn't factor in DDR and
Halo.

Now six years later, manufac-
turers are boasting that their new
models are lasting 60,000 hours.
How true is this? The long and
short of it is that it depends upon
your daily hourly usage as well as
how you use the flat screen.

If you're interested in buying
a plasma TV, look into Panasonic
Tau models. These flat screens
are the same flat screens that are
in many US airports. First gen-
eration models worked for 30,000
hours, they were on 16 nonstop
hours a day and lasted up to five
years in the airport. Buying a
newer 4th generation model and
up gives you 60,000 hours of use.

Another rule of thumb is unlike
previous commercials showing a
ceiling-mounted model, its not a
good idea to put the flat screen on
the ceiling.


