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WORLD FAMOUS RWANDAN
HERO VISITS MCC
CRYSTAL L MADSEN

ASSOCIATE WRITER

Lt. General (Ret.) Romeo
Dallaire, witness to the Rwandan
genocide, took up arms and
fought against Hutes, the ruling
party of Rwanda. During the con-
flict 800,000 victims were slain
by machetes, and rifles. Dallaire
is considered by many to be a
humanitarian hero for his efforts.

Dallaire came to MCC, on Nov. 9, to dis-
cuss his experiences in Rwanda and Uganda as
he was the Commander of the U.N. Assistance
Mission in 1994.

Many people including myself didn't real-
ize this occurred, and Dallaire believes the
media played a significant role in that. He
stated that when this mass murder was going
on, television stations put the O.J Simpson Lt. General (Ret.) Romeo Dallaire signs his

Rwandan genocide.

trial and Tonya Harding scandal stories at a
higher priority, and the Rwanda genocide lost
publicity.

It was the radio station in Rwanda that
became the main source of the genocide. It
was the instrument used to spread the dis-
criminating views against the Tutsi people.
Many were killed not with guns, but with
machetes, so death was often slow and ago-
nizing. Dallaire struggled to get the radio
station signal taken out, but he was told that
it was a sovereign state and nothing could be
done. When he finally received aid it was
an Ethiopian group. He believes one main
reason developed countries didn't intervene
is because Rwanda had no strategic value to

book for students after his discusson on the

anyone. *
Dallaire is testifying in tribunals to make

sure that the people that committed these
crimes spend the rest of their lives in prison
as he does not believe in the death penalty.

If you're interested in learning more about
the Rwandan genocide, Dallaire wrote a book
based on his experience called Shake Hands
With The Devil, and a movie based on this
book is to be released in a full length feature
film in 2007. There's also a movie, Hotel
Rwanda that's accurate in portraying the
genocide. It's important to become familiar
with the situations like this that have occurred
in our past to ensure that history will not
repeat it self.

World Holidays Just Around the Corner
ASHLEY CHASSE

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Winter is a time of celebration. All over the
world, people gather together to honor the rites
and traditions of such holidays as Christmas,
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Yule, and Boxing Day.
However, every culture is different and cel-
ebrates these holidays in unique ways.

The tree elaborately decorated with tinsel,
gifts wrapped up to near perfection and cook-
ies with milk left for Santa, marks Christmas
in America. It is a nostalgic embrace of tradi-
tion and is always a favorite among children.

Christmas in Ireland and Italy are slightly
different. Instead of cookies, they leave mince
pie and a pint of Guinness. In Italy, giving a
bag of dried lentils to close friends to make
lentil soup is traditional as a reminder of the
humble beginnings of all. This soup is then
made and consumed to bring good fortune in

the New Year.
Kwanzaa is an African-American celebra-

tion, which starts on Dec. 26 and continues
for seven days. Kwanzaa developed in 1966
by Maulana Karenga, an American professor
of Pan-African studies and centers on what
Karenga called the Nguzo Saba. For those
seven days, families and friends gather to cel-
ebrate. Towards the end, everyone gathers for
a feast known as karamu. There are tradition-
al foods, ceremonies honoring past ancestors
through music and dancing, as well as New
Year remembrances.

Hanukkah is a Jewish "Festival of
Lights" which this year begins on the eve of
December 25 and lasts for eight days.
Hanukkah is about giving and remembering
the suffering of the world. Gifts are given,

one each night and alms are given to chari-
ties for the poor. Each night, one candle is lit
on a menorah, an eight arm candelabra. The
holiday commemorates the rededication of the
Temple of Syrian. However, the Jews could
only find one cruse of oil to light their holy
lamps. The miracle came when that oil lasted
for eight days.

Yule is a traditional Germanic Pagan holi-
day, which celebrates the winter solstice on
the Dec 21. It is still celebrated by many
Neopagans with a festival food, dancing, and
songs.

With a world of difference between us all
and many holidays that separate us, it is always
important to realize one thing: winter is a time
of togetherness and a time for celebration.
Show kindness, love and give.
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DECLINING CIVILITY
AND RISING CRIME
BRENDAN GIUSTI

NEWS & EVENTS EDITOR

With both the violent crime rate and the prop-
erty crime rate in Rochester at more than double the
national average, a new look is being taken at curb-
ing criminal activity in the city.

According to the Morgan Quitno "City Crime
Ranking" guide, Rochester, along with Buffalo
and Syracuse, rank among the most dangerous cit-
ies in America, all ranking only slightly safer than
Camden, N.J. and Detroit Mich.

While crime in Rochester may not be a new
problem, the heinous nature of many recent crimes
is causing police officials, politicians, and the gen-
eral public to question how to make the city safer.

The murder of young Rochestarians
is especially alarming, with five shoot-
ing related deaths in recent months
of people under 17 years of age. The overall

homicide rate in Rochester has spiked in the past year
from a total of 36 in 2004 to 48 currently in 2005.

Other crimes include the spray-painting of hate
speech on the Lakeshore Community Church in
Greece, N.Y. What particularly outraged parishio-
ners and community members was that this act of
vandalism happened on two separate occasions.

The disregard for one's community and fellow
citizens is characteristic of the declining civility in
our culture as a whole. Recent crimes are receiv-
ing a large amount of attention in part because they
involve areas and/or members of the community
previously considered exempt from crime. Crimes
involving churches and children are sparking com-
munity outrage that may result in at least a slightly
safer Rochester.

Grade Inflation: Fact or Fiction?

BRENDAN GIUSTI
NEWS EDITOR

With banking, shopping, and
entertainment online becoming
more common, MCC will host
a day long seminar on identity
theft.

Sponsored by the Homeland
Security Management Institute,
students and faculty will have the
opportunity to learn more about
managing passwords, configur-
ing firewalls, protecting comput-
ers from hackers and a variety of
other topics.

The seminar is $99 and
runs from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. on Friday, Dec 16 at the
Public Safety Training Facility,
1190 Scottsville Road .in
Rochester.

For more information or to
register, call (585) 279-4221 or
visit http://www.monroecc.edu/
depts/hsmi/courses.htm

WENDY VANDELLON
MANAGING EDITOR

At MCC the average grades
from most students are A's
and B's. At the University of
Rochester few students fail
because the average grade rang-
es somewhere between a B and
B plus.

Last year Princeton University
began a new grading policy in
which they can only give A's to
35 percent of their students and
other colleges are beginning to
look at their own grading policies
under a microscope.

Grade inflation can be traced
back to the Vietnam War during
which many teachers were reluc-
tant to fail students because they
would flunk out of school and be
drafted. Tuition increases have
also led students and parents to
believe that they are entitled to
A's.

Other colleges have now
begun to adopt policies to stop
grade inflation much to the dis-
may of many students. Harvard
is lowering the number of people
that can receive honors each year
and at Northwestern University
they are looking at the current
number of high grades handed
out in journalism.

To students this means that
most likely over the next few
years there will be a debate about
whether grade inflation is really a
hoax or a serious problem.

Stuart Rojstaczer, a Duke
University professor and an
outspoken spokesman for a
crackdown on grade infla-
tion, states on his website
www.gradeinflation.com that
in a "consumer-based culture in
higher education" students expect
to receive better grades due to the
money they spend to attend a uni-
versity.

According to professors at
many local universities, teaching
has changed over the past few
years helping to add to a higher
number of A's. At some universi-
ties grades are still determined by
a midterm, final essay or exam.

"We don't teach that way any-
more," Teresa Amott said when
speaking to the Democrat and
Chronicle. "Students have many,
many assignments. They receive
a great deal of personalized feed-
back from faculty."

There has also been an
increase in the ability to correct
papers that come back with lower
grades. Teaching is really the
main priority.

"The proposition 'if so many
kids are getting good grades, the
work must be too easy' assumes
that harder is better. In fact, lots
of courses that are hard to pass

- either because of an enor-
mous workload or stringent grad-
ing standards — are worthless:
lecture-driven, textbook-based,
consisting of rote memoriza-
tion of forgettable facts, etc.,"

photo by Ethan Lyon

Alfie Kohn , a Massachusetts-
based author of numerous books
on education, stated to the
Democrat and Chronicle.

While grades have increased
teaching has also become a main
focus and thus the correlation
may be seen in the higher grades
now being received at universi-
ties. Therefore grade inflation
is not a problem but the coming
years will show the debate over
this hot-button topic.

We'll
take
them!

submissions

letters to the editor

story ideas

concerns

Let us know if you
have something to say.
Send submissions to
our email address at
MonroeDoc@hotmai I .com

Money for College
The Army is currently offering sizeable bonuses of up to

$20,000. In addition to the cash bonuses, you may qualify for up
to $70,000 for college through the Montgomery GI Bill and Army
College Fund. Or you could pay back up to $65,000 of qualifying
student loans through the Army's Loan Repayment Program.

To find out more, call (585) 427-8600

savings so big you won't believe your eyes
Refill your inkjet or toner cartridge and save up to 50%.

a 100% guarantee. Environmentally friendly. Expert advice.
Over 500 Cartridge World stores worldwide.

* Cartridge florid
SAVE BIG. PRINT HAPPY.

looted in Brighson-Tops Plaia, 1900 S. Clinton Ave., Rochester 27M24O- open t-i mond»yfrid»y and Mtutday 10-4

MCC to Host
Identity Theft
Seminar
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Take Responsibility for Recycling
JACOB HALL

ASSOCIATE WRITER

If you're like me you wish we could recycle more
paper and plastic on campus, but you're not about to
start collecting and sorting through garbage. It's fair
to assume most students would rather not see their
plastic bottles end up in a landfill. At the loading
docks behind Building 3, 60 tons of refuse are taken
away every month. That's more than 2 tons a day.

Near every vending machine on campus, you'll
find those blue bins with the hole in the top. "This
is the only place we collect plastic bottles," says Fred
McCullough, the Recycling Coordinator at MCC.
This may come as a surprise to some students, who
see blue bins in every classroom. Every classroom
on campus has two bins in it, a waste bin and a blue
bin. On the side of the blue bin it says what products
can be recycled, but it's basically paper, cardboard,
and magazines.

The problem with this method is not in its con-
ception, but its execution. "Our biggest obstacle is
people throwing food or bottles in those blue bins for
fiber (paper). Once any food or contamination has
touched the paper, it all has to be treated as garbage.
The best thing students can do to help recycle is put
only paper products in the classroom bins."

What about plastic bottles? Aren't they even
more detrimental to the environment? "We have the
blue bins for bottles too," says Zach, a building ser-
vices employee, "but nine times out of ten, bottles
get thrown away. Even when they do get thrown in
the right bin, somebody always throws garbage in
there and then it must be treated as a garbage bin."
Even if MCC had the funds and manpower to sort
through trash, the risk of broken glass makes sort-
ing a safety concern. Since MCC has no sorting
program, it has depended on students using the right
bins as one of two methods of sorting. So far, #this

method has proved ineffective. The other method,
which has seen better results, is the fact that MCC
allows people to come in from off-campus and col-
lect bottles for the nickel deposit. The general feel-
ing about this from building services is that it's a
good thing.

"I figure they need it more than we do, and
they're willing to go through the garbage to get it,
so let them," says Zach. The people who do this are
generally homeless and treat it as a kind of job.

McCullough agrees, "They're providing a service
that no one else wants to do, and they're recycling a
large chunk of our plastic for us. I say no harm, no
foul."

This may be an effective system for now, but
McCullough thinks both students and faculty can do
a better job. "Our biggest challenges are getting stu-
dents to put their bottles in the right bins, and spread
awareness of where these bins are. We all need to
get the word out."

CONSERVE ENERGY AND
REDUCE YOUR BILL
ASHLEY CHASSE

LIFESTYLE EDITOR

Accord ing to
www.GetEnergySmart.org, 60%
of home energy use goes to air
conditioning and heating. With
cost of energy rising up to 50%,
this can only mean more money
coming out of students pockets
than some can afford.

Now more than ever it is
important for students to know
ways to save on the cost of heat-
ing by becoming more proactive
in their consumption of energy

Here are a tips that can help
you reduce your heating bill this
winter:

Turning down the temperature
night while you are sleeping and
during the day while you are at
school or work is one way to help
control the overall temperature
of your home or apartment. This
way, you use less energy when its
not needed.

Certain rooms such as base-
ments, mudrooms, garages and
others tend to be areas where heat
is not needed. By blocking out
these rooms, shutting the doors
and windows, and closing all
heating vents in them, you mini-
mize the heat entering the space.
It is a way to keep heat circulating
to only the most important areas
of you dwelling.

The best way to have an ener-
gy efficient home is to have a
home energy audit. At an average

price of $250, you can have a prof
essional measure how much heat
is escaping from your home.

Fully replacing doors and
windows is another option to take
when thinking about energy con-
servation. EnergySmart windows
help to maximize the amount of
energy that stays in the home
while minimizing the amount
of heat that escapes. All invest

ments will, over time, help you to
reduce the amount of energy you
need to keep your home warm
and will eventually "pay for
themselves" with a lower heat-
ing bill.

For more information visit
www.GetEnergySmart.org.

Cabbages and Kings
Literary/Artistry Journal

is accepting poetry, short fiction,
photography, amid, visual art.

Turn in your submissions by December 21s t

to 3-131 or e-mail us.
cabbage auditing «yaho o. com

New York State
raises minimum
wage despite
GOP refusal

For eight years, the federal
minimum wage has been $5.15
an hour. That's eight years with-
out a raise for millions of the
working poor, and it's going to
be a good long time before any-
thing is done about it. Senate
Republicans have yet again
killed a minimum-wage hike _
and they did so while cynically
pretending to support one.

The GOP's refusal to hike the
wage while favoring the affluent
with tax cuts and other benefits
has fueled the perception that
the party is concerned more
with tending to the interests of
those at the top than those at the
bottom. And President Bush's
refusal to fight for a wage hike
has only solidified the GOP's
favor-the-rich image.

Democrats led by Sen. Ted
Kennedy forced the issue to the
fore with a proposal to increase
the minimum to $7.25 over two
years. When that failed to gar-
ner a majority, Republican Rick
Santorum countered with a boost
to $6.25, but his bill was freight-
ed with poison pills, such as an
optional end to overtime pay for
some workers and the removal
of millions of employees from
protections of minimum-wage
laws. The ploy fooled no one
and got even fewer votes than
Kennedy's measure.

So stingy has the nation-
al GOP been with low-pay
Americans that 15 states, includ-
ing New York, have voted
increases in their state mini-
mum wages. That's good for
New Yorkers and some others,
but Americans in most states are
being left behind by the GOP.

(c) 2005, New York Daily News
Distributed by Knight Ridderl
Tribune Information Services

Crime Blotter
These are the Brighton Campus

incident reports from 11/8/05 to
f 1/18/05. Administration edits
these before sending the Monroe
Doctrine the reports so the details
are limited.

11/8/05 Petit Larceny
Unknown suspects stole
plants and other items from
9-113.

11/8/05 Unauthorized Use/
College
Unknown persons may be
using a faculty member's
computer.

11/8/05 Motor Vehicle
Accident Investigation
A student ran over a no park-
ing sign in Lot K, no inju-
ries.

11/8/05 Petit Larceny
A student removed and left
campus with an immobiliza-
tion device.

11/11/05 Violation of MCC
Policy/Conduct
Student was trying to outrun
Public Safety to avoid a traf-
fic stop.

11/11/05 UPM
R/O looked for a sign post
missing a sign with negative
results.

11/16/05 Petit Larceny
MCC student reports sev-
eral items missing from her
room.

11/18/05 Violation of MCC
Policy/Traffic

A vehicle was observed driv-
ing recklessly on Campus
Drive.

11/18/05 Petit Larceny
A resident reports her MCC
ID card was stolen from
Building 10.
11/18/05 Petit Larceny
Stolen student ID card recov-
ered.

IT'S NOT TOO EARLY TO SIGN UP FOR...

MUSIC BUSINESS
Monroe Community College
1000 East Henrietta Road

Rochester, New York 14623

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 6:00 - 8:50 PM

STARTING JANUARY 23

Whether you want a career in teaching or in performing or whether
you want to work in a music center or remain in Rochester...

...YOU INEEP TO TAKE THIS COURSE

The course is designed to improve your chances of making a living
and a contribution in your field of choice by giving you a "heads up" of
some things to expect in this difficult and often changing profession.

Topics to be covered include music publishing as well as music
organizations and their services, income soxurccs, recording studios,
copyright, record companies and the numerous career opportunities in music.
Students personal career objectives will also be discussed.

To register for this 3 credit hoar, college course, please
call the college registration office at 232-2000.

For more information on the course, please call instructor,
Tony la I/a no at 820-4981
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NO MORE FRUITCAKE!
Practical and inexpensive ideas for the gift giving season

CARYL TETRO
ASSOCIATE WRITER

It's that shopping time of year already and
if you are like most of us, you are living with-
in a limited budget. So if you are looking for
something different then the usual fruitcake
or animated holiday characters that can do the
chicken dance, maybe we can help with some
practical, inexpensive ideas.

A package of computer paper with a copy
of "Smart Computing" magazine.

A pair of warm gloves, socks or a colorful
scarf with a tube of fragrant hand cream or
tube of lip balm.

Depending on your budget, a gas station
certificate with a new snow brush.

An Armorall gift pack with window, tire
and upholstery cleaners only $10 at Sears.

A box of microwave popcorn with a gift
certificate from Blockbuster or a DVD of
someone's favorite movie or TV show.

A bottle of wine (must be 21 or older) with
a package of gourmet cheese. Maybe include
a cheese slicer.

A flashlight with a supply of batteries.

Wal-Mart has an inexpensive flashlight with a
camouflage pattern. Even Mom could use her
own, maybe in fuchsia with her name on it.
Children love having flashlights for late night
cookie raids or reading under the covers.

Concert tickets for a music lover and
include your companionship no matter how
much you hate concerts.

For a teacher, (or anyone at all), Staples has
the best, most easy to use stapler in town. A
gift not to be forgotten. Add chocolate to make
it merry.

A gift bag with notepaper, envelopes and
a package of stamps. Write your address on
the top envelope if you have been trying to get
someone to write.

Give a child movie tickets for the both of
you and include a book from the movie.

There are great coffee mugs available;
humorous, jumbo size, thermal, even some
with the MCC emblem. Tuck in certificates to
Starbucks or Barnes & Noble.

During the Holidays, Wegman's and other
supermarkets can help. There are great paper-

graphic by Ethan Lyon

back recipe books at the checkout counters for
under $5. Buy two or three, tie with a ribbon
and tuck in a candy cane.

Supermarkets also have great Old World
breads as well as loafs of pumpkin, banana
and blueberry. Tie with a ribbon, or arrange in
a basket with a few wrapped holiday candies
scattered about.

Also, don't forget to check out the MCC
bookstore for some great gifts.

Happy Holidays. ;

Boogaloo To Beck CD Review

King Kong Trivia
KNIGHT RIDDER/TRIBUNE

"King Kong" opens in theaters Dec. 14. Test your knowledge of the
legendary great ape with this trivia quiz:

1. Who played the character of Ann Darrow in the original 1933 release
of "King Kong?"

A. Jean Harlow
B. Fay Wray
C. Inge Landgut
D. Rosalind Russell

2. How much money did "King Kong" draw in its initial 1933
release?

A. $872, 000
B. $1,072 million
C. $1,761 million
D. $2,386 million

3. Which actress won a Golden Globe award for best acting debut in a
motion picture in the 1976 remake of "King Kong?"

A. Faye Dunaway
B. Glenn Close
C. Jessica Lange
D. Susan Sarandon

4. Which "Lord of the Rings" actor also appears in Peter Jackson's ver-
sion of "King Kong?"

A. Sean Astin
B. Elijah Wood
C. Dominic Monaghan
D. Andy Serkis

5. What New York landmark does King Kong climb in the 1976 ver-
sion of the film?

A. Empire State Building
B. World Trade Center
C. Chrysler Building
D. Pan Am Building

q g 'p -p 'o •£ 'D i 'E i :s*[3MSNV

BRENDAN GIUSTI
NEWS & EVENTS EDITOR

Dr. Lonnie Smith, a native of Buffalo, has
impressed audiences and listeners worldwide for
more than a half century. In 2003, Smith released
a recording entitled Boogaloo To Beck, which is
comprised entirely of Beck songs. In keeping
with the soul-jazz tradition that has been Lonnie
Smith's genre for most of his life, Boogaloo To Beck
offers the listener grooves and solos that are largely
unheard of in today's popular music.

While the entire album is an instrumental
remake, the original concepts that Beck has in
his music are not lost at all. If anything, this new
remake is funkier and grooves more than the origi-
nal. The album is largely an organ/guitar/drum trio,
but does feature the great jazz saxophonist, David
"Fathead" Newman on a few tracks.

With the knowledge of sound and beats that
these fine musicians have learned over a lifetime,
it's no surprise that jazz lovers and indie fans alike
are singing high praise for both the original Beck
albums and the newer Boogaloo To Beck.

Other Recordings Worth A Mention:
• It's A Beautiful Day - At Carnegie .Hall (1972 Rock)
• Marc Ribot y los cubanos postizos (1998 Latin)
• Julie & The Intruders - Now And Then (2003 - Blues)

Boredom blues getting you down?
DANIELLE BERRIOS

GUEST WRITER

"Rochester nightlife" seems to be an oxymo-
ron to most natives of the area. You could go to a
movie, but usually just end up meeting friends at
the same coffee house you've been going to for the
past 5 years and wondering why you even bother.
But the fact is, I've done my homework and found
otherwise.

For the 21+ crowd we have a plethora of hap-
penings. Lux lounge, 666 South Ave, is a hip and
unique alternative to the traditional bar. The atmo-
sphere is cozy and pseudo-bohemian and the peo-
ple friendly. In the vein of traditional bars, however.
The Old Toad, 277 Alexander St, is a quant British
pub straight out of England with cuisine to match.

In the Alexander Street area we have Daisy
Dukes, 336 East Ave, a southern rock/ alterna-
tive rock bar with a mechanical bull inside (wink).
Barfly (bar/alternative top 40), 359 East Ave,
Coyote Joe's (bar/top 40 dance club), 384 east Ave,
Whiskey (bar/lower level top 40 dance club) 315
Alexander St, and the Alexander St Pub (bar/top
40), 291 Alexander St.

And if you need to be a little "closer" to your
friends there's Soho East, 336 East Ave, (semi-
upscale top 40). If you're feeling muy caliente
there's Tapas, 177 St. Paul St., (bar/restaurant/
nightclub), where there's almost always a full Latin
band and on Thursday nights you can get free Salsa
lessons. There's also Latin night Fridays at Liquid,
169 St. Paul St.

Now, my under-aged, u.ider-privileged 18+, I
know it seems as though the able-drinkers have all
the fun in this city, but I bring good tidings. For
nightclubs we have The Liquor Room (top 40/hip-
hop/reggae), 155 st paul st, thurs-fri, Liquid (top
40/hip-hop/reggae/reggaeton) 169 st. paul, thurs &
sats, and Pulse (top 40), 1509 Scottsville Rd.

As far as live music and other miscellaneous stuff
for all ages, there's Bug Jar (DJ/live music/various),
219 Monroe Ave, Milestones (DJ/live/various), 170
East Ave, Comix Cafe (comedy/restaurant), 3450
Winton Place, Millennium (Pool hall/live music),
2235 Empire Blvd, Webster, and at the end of an
inebriated and/or sweaty good time there's Roc City
Hots (*after hrs food), 336 East Ave.

*Street Meat not recommended.
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Potter Casts Spell on Audiences in Goblet of Fire
MATT TROMBULAK

CIRCULATION MANAGER

Adapting a 734-page book, loved by
many fans is no easy task. Director Mike
Newell, however, makes it look too easy.
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire,
released in 2000, is the fourth book of the
J.K Rowling series and is the latest addition
to the film series.

Harry Potter, now 14, returns to
Hogwarts and is thrown into a fight for
his life. The Tri-Wizard Tournament joins
three European schools together in three
tasks designed to test a wizard's skills in
the crudest ways possible. Three seven-
teen-year old students are chosen to fight
for this eternal glory. But with Voldemort

lurking in the distance, no one is at ease,
not even Harry Potter.

Goblet of Fire has come a long way
from the Sorcerer's Stone. The CGI is no
longer mediocre. The dragon in the initial
scenes are a prime example of incredible
CGI. The reality adds to the suspense in a
subtly beautiful way.

The actors have flourished in their roles.
Added to the cast are Brendan Gleeson's
enigmatic Mad-Eye Moody and the
Miranda Richardson as the irritating sneak
reporter Rita Skeeter. They blend in as if
they have been there since the first film.

Where this film falters is the opening
act. It's a hack job that suffers due to the
cutting out of the Quidditch World Cup and
the plotline of house-elves. The rest of the

film is paced well, though there are missing
pieces originally in the book.

Fans of the books will obviously notice
the difference and may look down upon
these omissions, but the film works. It's the
best Harry Potter and is the darkest one to
date. Pushed up to a PG-13 rating, this is
the just the beginning of a transition from
adolescence to adulthood.

Starring:
Daniel Radcliffe
Emma Watson

Rating: PG-13
Length: 157 minutes

The Origins of Santa Claus Waiting for
Christmas Movies?JUNE SYLVESTER WALES

SENIOR WRITER

There are
so many differ-
ences as to how
and where Santa
Claus truly origi-

graphic by Chuck Harrison nated. Wikipedia.
org tells us that the Santa that we
know is actually a composite of heroes worshipped
throughout the centuries, from different religious
backgrounds.

The first is Saint Nicholas of Myra, a 4th century
bishop of Myra in Lycia, a province of Byzantine
Anatolia that is now in Turkey, famous for His gen-
erous gift giving to the poor. In Europe he is still
portrayed as a bearded bishop in canonical robes.

The second is Father Christmas, the British name
for Santa Claus. Father Christmas dates back as far

as the 17th century in Britain, portraying him as
a well-nourished bearded man dressed in a long,
green, fur-lined robe. Some of this part of the tra-
dition could be traced back to the Germanic god
Wodan (Odin).

When the Dutch owned New Amsterdam, the
city that later became New York, they brought
the Saint Nicholas' eve legend with them to North
America, though still dressed as a bishop. The name
Santa Claus is derived from Sinterklaas, a Dutch
name for the mythical character based on the saint.

Urban legend has it that Santa Claus in his cur-
rent guise was created by Haddon Sundblom, an art-
ist working for The Coca-Cola Company, but this
is in fact false; the modern image of Santa Claus
was already established in the 1920s, years before
Sundblom painted the first Coke-promoting Santa.

you may be out of luck

Holiday Activities Around Rochester
DANIELLE BERRIOS

ASSOCIATE WRITER

For many, "The Holidays" is
a phrase that incites the horrif-
ic mental image of irate soccer
moms in ten hour lines at Wal-
Mart. Or of Uncle Stan spilling
his eight glass of eggnog while
telling the annual story about
how he once met Sinatra back in
'49. But this year, you have more
to look forward to than the 24-
hour marathon of A Christmas
Story on TBS.

For those of you who are
"insufficiently funded" this sea-
son, there will be free Holiday
Laser and Fireworks shows in the
High Falls District between Platt

and Commercial streets. Show
times are Thursday and Friday
Dec. 29-30 at 7 pm, and Saturday
Dec. 31 at 11:20 pm. You can also
find hot cocoa and ice-skating at
the Genesee Valley Park Ice Rink
at 131 Elmwood Ave. Skate times
are Dec. 24 and 31 from 12 pm to
1:30 pm, and an early New Year's
Eve skate from 6 pm to 9 pm.

If you're a parent whose tots
won't stop screaming for that
Mega Turbo 3000 Ninja Blaster
Guy, Brunch with Santa and the
Flash in the Pan Stage Show
may calm them down. The show
includes juggling, fire eating,
magic, and much more. It is Dec.
17 at 11:30 am and is located at
1880 Blossom Rd. For more infor-

mation on the show visit them on
the web at www.muchmore.com.
There will also be a breakfast
with Santa at the Seneca Park
Zoo on Saturday and Sunday
Dec. 10-11 and 17-18 at 8:30 am.
Tickets are $5 for adults and $2
for children. Reservations are
required for breakfast with Santa.
Normal park hours are daily 10
am - 4 pm.

For the more traditional among
us, you can catch A Christmas
Carol at the Auditorium Theater
at 874 E. Main St. The show will
run Dec. 2-4 and Dec. 9-11 and
tickets are $22 for adults, and $18
for students.

MATT TROMBULAK
CIRCULATION MANAGER

It's normally tradition for a
Christmas-themed movie to be
released in either November or
December every year. This year,
however, has been full of excep-
tions at the box office.

In recent cinema, we've seen
Jim Carrey in The Grinch, Tim
Allen in The Santa Clause 2
and Christmas with the Kranks,
Will Ferrell in Elf and even an
animated Tom Hanks in The
Polar Express. Some of those
mentioned have been critical-
ly acclaimed classics like The
Polar Express. Others have been
panned and are quickly forgotten
like Christmas with the Kranks.
Only 4% of 100-plus critics on
Rotten Tomatoes gave the film a
positive review.

This year the only film avail-
able is The Ice Harvest, star-
ring John Cusack and Billy Bob
Thornton in this Christmas Eve
crime comedy. The Ice Harvest is
rated R for violence, language and
sexuality and is on less than 1,400
screens nationwide.

So with good and bad
Christmas films split down the
middle, it seems that Hollywood
is looking toward the adventure
and fantasy genres where heroes
are in all of us which they have
since September 11, 2001.

So instead of a holiday film,
fans can flock to highly anticipat-
ed films like Harry Potter and the
Goblet of Fire, The Chronicles of
Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe and King Kong,
directed by Peter Jackson.

Reflections Holiday Banquet Review
CHRIS BIGGER

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

On Monday Dec. 5, Reflections held their Holiday Banquet. For
$10 everyone had the opportunity to choose between three dinners
(Chicken French, Pasta Prima Vera, and Lemon Pepper Trout) and two
desserts (Apple Crisp and Chocolate Mousse). The staff was very pro-
fessional and friendly. The food was well prepared and enjoyable.

Keep watch for another event like this. If you see the opportunity
come up, make sure you are the first on the list of reservations as there
was a waiting list for this event.

Java's For Coffee And Camaraderie

photo hx Kevin Leas

JEROME (AMES
GUEST WRITER

If you walk past Javas in the Brick
Lounge on any given day, you will notice
an excessive amount of Coffee cups sitting
in front of intensely focused students.

Ranging from a small shot of espresso
to a whipped cream topped, ice blended
Chocolate Breeze, MCC students and fac-
ulty seem to be following the nation- wide
gourmet coffee craze.

Javas offers over 15 different types
of coffee, and according to Javas
manager Sarah Burke, "sometimes
we even come up with our own cre-
ations." Aaron King, a business major,
says he drinks about 5 cups of coffee a
day and doesn't see the gourmet trend

going anywhere soon. "I drink coffee for
the taste and the jolt, it keeps me on my
toes."

If you ask the staff at Javas, the recent
mid-terms have nothing to do with this
coffee craze. "Business has been steady
since the beginning of the semester till
now" says Tony Perrond. From 7:20 to
about noon you can find a combination
of drowsy students and frustrated faculty
members eagerly anticipating their morn-
ing eye opener.

Come down to the Brick Lounge and
enjoy a double latte with a friend and lis-
ten to the sounds of WMCC or catch one
of the featured movies being played on the
big screen.
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HOLIDAY CHEER WEEKENDS AT
CHRIS BIGGER

THE STRONG MUSEUM

es

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

This December, the Strong Museum
has holiday activities planned for the entire
family. "Holiday Cheer" weekends will be
taking place at the museum on Dec. 10 and
17 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Dec. 11 and 18
from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. Also, after Christmas
will be "December School Break at Strong
Museum" from Dec. 26 through Jan. 1. Both
activities are included with regular museum
admission fees. Admission is $7 for adults, $6
for students with ID, and $5 for children ages
2-17. Children under age two are free.

The "Holiday Cheer" weekends will feature
an old-fashioned Santa for the kids to tell their
Christmas wishes to. Everyone will be able to
create a holiday gift basket and gift tag. This
year they have an 18-foot Christmas tree to
enjoy. Families can get together and sing along
to frosty winter songs with The Boomerang
Club Saturdays at 11:30 a.m., 1 p.m., and 2:30
p.m., and with Bart and Kevin on Sundays at
2 p.m. and 3 p.m. If you are looking for last
minute gifts, the Museum Shop is having a
clearance sale through Dec. 31.

"December School ' Break at Strong
Museum" features activities at the Think Tank
exhibit. Join the Think Tank Gang and test
your wits with riddles, puzzles, and illusion
mirrors. Enjoy a final chance to put on your
thinking cap and treat yourself to engaging
mental gymnastics at nearly two dozen
interactive stations. Also, kids can create their
own book of zany brainteasers to take home.
For more information, visit the museums web
page at www.strongmuseum.org.

Give by "adopting"
a soldier this
holiday season!
CRYSTAL L M ADSEN

ASSOCIATE WRITER

With Christmas quickly arriv-
ing many of us will be spending
time with our loved ones eating
home cooked meals, unwrapping
gifts and complaining about the
snow, but many of ou/' soldiers are
still stationed overseas and won't
be enjoying the comfort of family
or a home cooked feast.

Surprisingly many soldiers don't
receive any letters or care pack-
ages from home, and could really
use a letter of appreciation espe-
cially this time of year. Anyone
interested in "adopting" a soldier
to send letters and/or care packag-
es to can visit adoptaplatoon.org to
be assigned one. Just one letter or
Christmas card indicating you're
thinking of them can boost their
morale and get them through some
tough times. One local soldier I
wrote to came back with tears in
his eyes thanking me for the sup-
port, and said that I could never
realize what the letters and pack-
ages got him through. Groups and
organizations can even "adopt" a

soldier or a group of soldiers to
support. If you have children it's
also great to get them involved.

Regardless of your view on
the war lets not forget our men
and women that won't be home
to enjoy the things we often take
for granted. Just one encouraging
card can go a long way to a soldier
thousands of miles from home.

Read. Write. Discover
New Course Offerings for Spring
Semester 2006 at MCC
ENG 106-002 Detective Fiction
Mon/Wed/Fri iO - 10:50
The classics of this genre come to life as we read Edgar Allan
Poe, Agatha Christie and recent works by Sue Grafton and Tony
Hillerman.

ENG 281-001 The Novel in Young Adult Literature
Tues/Thurs 12:30-1:50
Read and explore classics such as...Ender's Game, The Princess
Bride. The Little Prince and more.

ENG 282-181 Creative Non-Fiction
Tues6-8:50
Explore the past, present and future through creative non-fiction.
Memoir, autobiography, meditation and other forms of writing
will be used in an effort to tell the story that needs to be told.

For additional information call 292.3382

Student Recipes
for special treats

/M lcrowave
Peanut Brittle
CRYSTAL L MADSEN

ASSOCIATE WRITER

Ingredients:

1 1/2 cups dry roasted peanuts
1 cup white sugar
1/2 cup light corn syrup
1 pinch salt (optional)
1 tablespoon butter
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 teaspoon baking soda
Directions:
1. Grease baking sheet, and set aside. In a glass bowl, combine peanuts, sugar, corn

syrup, and salt. Cook in microwave for 6 to 7 minutes on High. The mixture should be bub-
bly and peanuts browned.

2. Stir in butter and vanilla; cook 2 to 3 minutes longer.
3. Quickly stir in baking soda, just until the mixture is foamy. Pour immediately on the

greased baking sheet. Let cool 15 minutes, or until set. Break into pieces, and store in an air-
tight container.

Put fudge in a decorative tin or container for a last minute Christmas gift!

' Easy Microwave
Rocky Road Fudge
CRYSTAL L MADSEN

ASSOCIATE WRITER

Ingredients
1 (12 ounce) package Semi-Sweet Chocolate Morsels
1 (14 ounce) can Sweetened Condensed Milk
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
3 cups miniature marshmallows
1 1/2 cups coarsely chopped walnuts

Directions:
1. Line a 13 x 9-inch baking pan with foil, and lightly grease.
2. MICROWAVE chocolate and sweetened condensed milk in a large, microwave-safe

bowl on HIGH for 1 minute; stir. Microwave at additional 10-20-second intervals, stirring
until smooth. Stir in vanilla extract, and fold in marshmallows and nuts.

3. Press the mixture into a prepared baking pan. Refrigerate until ready to serve. Lift
from pan; remove foil. Cut into pieces. Makes 4 dozen pieces depending on cut.
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believe in miracles,
believe in
The Polar Express
MATT TROMBULAK

CIRCULATION MANAGER

Everyone reaches a point
where they begin to doubt their
belief of Santa. In The Polar
Express, that's exactly what
happens to Hero Boy (Tom
Hanks), until a train that can
travel to the North Pole arrives
at his house on Christmas Eve.

The film greatly expands
on the 32-page book by Chris
Van Allsburg (also author of
Jumanji and Zathura.) Even
though that may be
true, the film is paced
well and creates a sense
of adventure for all ages
around the holidays.

The animation of the
characters is quite creepy as the
characters are a little too realis-
tic for comfort. It doesn't have
the Disney or Pixar feel nor
does it feel like some animated
film out of DreamWorks'. The
musical numbers aren't mem-
orable and excessively long,
however, the film is compen-
sated by a good story at the
heart.

Starring:
Torn Hanks

Rating: G
Length: 100 minutes

Songs, trailers and fea-
turettes fill this double disc
quite nicely giving the viewer
more than just a short animated
feature on the first disc. The
film is also available in a set
that contains the DVD, a snow-
globe and Brio Wooden Train,
making The Polar Express an
instant classic keepsake.

MCC SPRING RECESS COURSE
IN PERU

New Dates: April 13-21,2006

Eng 106: Inca Myths of the Andes
Literature or Humanities Elective: Three

Credits or Audit

Stasia J Calten, Teacher and Tour Leader, English/
Philosophy Department
Phone: (585) 292-3370;

E-mail: scallan@monroccc.edu

The itinerary includes the following: Lima and its
Archaeological and Anthropological Museum; Cuzco with
its Inca ruins and artifacts; Machu Picchu, the "Lost City
of the Inca" and much more.

Total cost for students under 25: $2,236; for students
over 25: $2,526

Program fee includes: Round-trip airfare, 7 nights hotel
with private bathrooms; Breakfast and dinner daily &
2 lunches; Full-time bilingual guide; Sightseeing and
entrance fees to special attractions.

$95 fee to EF Educational Tours due immediately;
$500 minimum due by January 5,2006; balance to EF
Educational Tours due by January 15,2006. You may
enroll for this trip by Internet: eftours.com; Fax:
1-800-318-372; Phone: 1-800-665-5364, or Mail: EF
Educational Tours,
One Education Street, Cambridge, MA 02141.

For application form, itinerary brochure, and course syl-
labus contact Professor Callan.

The work for this three-credit course involves class
attendance on campus ( five two-hour sessions before the
trip; three two-hour sessions after the trip). Reading and
discussing assigned texts; journal writing in response
to readings before the trip; journal writing on-location
tailored to site-specific subjects or stories heard on-loca-
tion; discussing ideas learned on-location from viewing
artifacts and ancient architecture; one research paper,
oral presentation, and evaluation to be completed after
the trip.

If you choose to audit the class, you need not do any course
work, but -like the students who will take the course for 3
credits- you have to register at MCC for Eng 106-LO1 for
Spring, 2006,

Spend a day exploring the
Memorial Art Gallery

with the entire family
CHRIS BIGGER

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

The Memorial Art Gallery
(MAG) is an often over-looked
jewel in Rochester's cultural
crown. With activities for the
entire family, it is a great way to
spend a day and not spend heaps of
money. Every month there are con-
certs, movies, and various activi-
ties planned, and most are includ-
ed with the cost of admission.
General admission for the museum
is $7, students with a valid ID pay
$5, and children ages 6 to 18 are
$2. Some of the up coming events
in December include:

Going for Baroque - A recital

series performed by students from
the Eastman School of Music on
the newly installed Italian Baroque
Organ. These will be 15-minute
recitals and are free with admis-
sion to the gallery. Each Sunday in
December at 1 and 3 p.m.

Baroque Organ Showcase -
International renowned Organist
and recording artist Joris Verdin
will perform an hour long recital
on the Baroque organ on Sunday
Dec. 18 at 5:30 p.m. Admission
for this event is $12 for the general
public, and $8 for students. For this
recital they will only be accepting
cash, and seating is limited.

Every Saturday and Sunday in
December, Tom Muir Wilson's

award winning film The Music
Stand will be shown in conjunc-
tion with the Wendell Castle in
Rochester Exhibit. Showing times
are 3 p.m. each day. The movie is
25 minutes long and is free with
admission to the gallery.

Kwanzaa Family Day
Celebrate Kwanzaa with art activi-
ties, live music, and family tours
on Thursday, Dec. 29, from 4 to 9
p.m.. Admission to this event is $1,
and children under 5 are free.

There are also MAG high-
light tours available throughout
the week for the entire family.
If you would like more informa-
tion visit the MAG on the web at
mag.rochester.edu.

Health Notes:
MCC Dental Hygiene Office
CARYL TETRO

ASSOCIATE WRITER

Want to keep that sparkly white smile for only one
dollar? Need teeth cleaned or x-rays done but have no
dental coverage? MCC's dental program is one of
the best bargains on campus.

As you pass through building seven on the second
floor, glance into the attractive waiting room with
the rows of upholstered chairs belonging to MCC's
Dental Hygiene Clinic in Room 201. In fact, you may
want to step in to make an appointment for a dental
cleaning. It only costs $1 to keep those pearly whites
shining and if you need x-rays done for follow-up care
at a dentist's office, it will cost between $2 for one
film up to $15 for a full mouth with BWX (panoramic
bite-wing full mouth series.) This is a huge bargain
compared to what an outside office would charge.
The x-rays would then be available to the professional
that continues your care. Office Hours during the Fall
semester are; Monday, Wednesday 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.
and 1:30 to 4 p.m., Tuesday, Thursday evenings: 6 to 8
p.m. The Spring Semester is Monday through Friday:
8 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 1:30-4 p.m., Tuesday, Thursday
evenings: 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The program is run by Dr. David Lawrence, a
former MCC student, who received his degree from
NYU College of Dentistry. He has been directing the
practice for 16 years. Dr. Lawrence kindly gave a tour,
leading the way behind the scenes into a huge, well-lit

Earn
Credits In
Three J
Weeks*

January 3-20, 2006
Register Today!

Call 292-2300

MCC

room filled with over a dozen shiny, new, dental chairs
and equipment. The doctor pointed out a machine that
looked like someone had stolen it from the chemistry
department. The office uses such a large amount of
distilled water that the college now has a fascinating,
bubbling, still-like machine to produce its own. Next
we headed back to a thin door that, when opened,
revealed a round, closet-like area with black interior.
The doctor stepped inside, then shut the door, short-
ly calling for me to me to follow. I opened the door
and was taken aback to find that he had disappeared,
the chamber was empty. I stepped in to find that the
chamber moved around bringing me into the x-ray •
"dark room" on the other side. I was introduced to x- •
ray technician, Nancy Rivaldo. Nancy is a member of
the first graduating class of MCC in 1966, when the
school was located on Alexander Street. Now she is
happy being back where she started, employed doing .
what she was trained to do for students and non-stu-
dents.

The receptionist and secretaries all expressed their
satisfaction and pride in their department, with the
"community service" opportunity offered by MCC for
sponsoring the program There is no profit made and it
may surprise you that there are over 6000 patients on
file. The program has a good reputation with the pub-
lic and "word of mouth" has kept the practice thriv-
ing. Several patients in the waiting room explained
that they had been coming to MCC for ten years or
more. In between, some had gone to private dental
offices for cleanings but returned. Kerrianne Mesiti
was there for appointments for her two young girls
and emphasized that, "I keep coming, not because it
is inexpensive, but because the care is excellent and
so thorough." The cleaning includes having thyroid,
throat and blood pressure checks, with each step
supervised by a professional. That is why, If you
make an appointment, be prepared for it to take up .
to 3 1/2 hours.

Added comments: The office offers free cleaning
to seniors 62 years or older. Stop in for a new tooth-
brush for only $1.

mm.monneoc.e4a/tofovatttit<ie
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KEEPING UP WITH THE P O K E R C R A Z E
everything you neecl to know about: poker

The History of the Game

The Five
Most
Popular
Forms of Poker

Most of us have heard of the game
poker, however, how many of us have
heard of the various forms of the game?
The following are descriptions of the five
most popular forms of poker.

5-Card Draw: One of the most com-
mon forms of poker, 5-card draw involves
the dealer, dealing out five cards to each
player. Each player then keeps as many of
the cards as they would like and discards
the rest. The dealer then replaces the
number of discarded cards and each player
makes the best hand possible.

5-Card Stud: One of the toughest forms
of poker, the rules to 5-card stud are the
simplest. Each player is dealt 5 cards
and these are the only cards that they get.
They then make the best hand possible
with these five cards. Most commonly
accompanied by the lame joke " Yeah they
named this game after me".

MATT SYFRETT
SPORTS EDITOR

Omaha Hold 'Em: Omaha has the same
rules as Texas Hold 'em. The only differ-
ence between the two is that each player
is dealt four "hole" cards instead of two.
Also, each player can only use two of the
four "flop" cards.

7-Card Stud: 7-card stud is another
very popular form of poker. A bit more
complicated than 5-card stud, 7-card stud
starts with the dealer dealing each player
two cards face down and one card face up.
Following the first three cards dealt there
is a round of betting. After this another
card is dealt face up followed by another
round of betting. This process is repeated
until there are four cards dealt face up on
top of the two cards dealt face down. The
last and seventh card is dealt face down,
after this card is, each player makes the
best five card hand possible out of their
seven cards. The player with the best
hand wins.

ELI COHN-WE1N
GUEST WRITER

In 1866, Charles A. Peverelly
wrote, "The game of baseball has
now become beyond question the
leading feature of the outdoor sports
of the United States ... It is a game
which is peculiarly suited to the
American temperament and dispo-
sition; ... in short, the pastime suits
the people, and the people suit the
pastime." Since then, a national
baseball league has been formed,
expanded, and glorified. It has
woven itself into our culture like lit-
tle else has had the ability too.

More recently, however, baseball
has simply not maintained the heroic
status that it once did. Names like
Manny Ramirez and Barry Bonds,
heroes of today's game, inspire
mistrust and hatred rather than awe
and glory as their predecessors did.
Scandal after scandal, whether it
has to do with steroid use, betting,

or plain old greed, has gradually
eroded fan support. The 1994 lock-
out destroyed an entire season, and
the game itself isn't made for today's
short-attention spanned culture.

Football, on the other hand, has
experienced a popularity surge of
sorts in today's culture. Fast paced
and violent, football includes every-
thing Americans want in a sport.
While baseball's world series has
plummeted from a 30.7 rating with a
59 percent market share in 1970 to a
11.6 rating with a 20 percent market -
share in 2002, Football's Super Bowl.
jumped from 18.5 and a 36% share
in 1967 to 46.1 and a 72% share in
1996.

The future of the sports world is
uncertain, and baseball has experi-;

enced a resurgence lately. However,
viewership statistics show that base-
ball is not only no longer America's
past time, it is now third in popu-:

larity behind both football and
NASCAR.

Rules Of Poker
Texas Hold 'Em Style

witty
like, Rosie

Celebrity Poker
showdown for charity
ALICIA ACCAPEZZATO

ASSOCIATE WRITER

Bravo's new hit TV show, "Celebrity Poker
Showdown combines viewer's love of celebrity
and entertainment. It airs Thursday nights at 9 p.m.

You don't have to be a poker fan to enjoy the
conversations shared at the poker table by stars
O'Donnell, Danny Masterson, Alex Trebek, and Kathy Najimy. Host
Dave Foley and poker pro Phil Gordon provide the commentary, help
explain the rules, and give the chip counts of each player. Set at the
Palms Casino in Las Vegas, Celebrity Poker Showdown allows the
stars to play poker in hopes of winning money for their respective
charities.

Five players start at the table and each receives $10,000 dollars in
chips; regular rules for No Limit Texas Holdem apply. When a celeb-
rity runs out of chips, they go to the Loser's Lounge. The lounge is
where Gordon and Foley are and the celebrity gets to sprawl on the
couch, order their favorite drink and converse about how good or badly
they played. Each losing player receives $5,000 for his or her charity.

When someone wins the game, they receive $10,000 for their char-
ity and a silver chip. The winner then moves on to the championship
table where they face four other winners from other games. Those five
winners then compete for the gold chip and $500,000 for their charity.
Celebrities plus poker, equals a winning combination!

MATT SYFRETT
SPORTS EDITOR

In Texas Hold 'Em poker the rules differ a bit from that of your average
hand of 5-card draw. The dealer starts by dealing each player two cards
known as your "hole" or "pocket" cards. A round of betting then follows
this. After each player decides to either bet or fold their cards, the dealer
discards or burns a single card and deals three cards face up in the middle of
the table. These cards are known as the flop and are community cards to be
used by everybody. After the "flop" is dealt there is another round of bet-
ting. Following the second round of betting, the dealer "burns" another card.
This time however, he only deals one card in the middle of the table known
as the "turn" card. Again, another round of betting takes place and the same
process is repeated with the "river" card. After all five community cards are
dealt, each player makes the best five card hand they can using th'e communi-

ty cards and

Editor's Note:
While the populari-

ty of poker and other gam-
bling games has risen
in recent years, Monroe
Community College and
the staff at the Monroe Doctrine are not encouraging students
or faculty to participate in such activities without being informed of the
risks involved. Visit www.ncpgambling.org or the Counseling Center
Office at MCC Brighton Campus (Bldg. 1-231)
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TALK LIKE A HOLD 'EM PRO

SPORTS EDITOR

Whether you are someone that
| just likes to watch the game, or an

aspiring card shark, there are a few
terms you need to know. Here is a

glossaary of terms for Texas Hold 'Em
Poker so that you can either follow along, or play like
a pro.

The Basics:
-Hole or pocket cards: The two cards each player

receives at the beginning of each hand.
-Blinds: The mandatory bet that the two players to

the immediate left of the dealer must place, the closest
to the dealer being the small blind and the lesser of the
two and the farthest being the big blind.

-The Flop: These are the first three community
cards dealt by the dealer.

-The Tumi This is the community card dealt by the
dealer following the Flop.

-The River: This is the last of the community cards
to be dealt.

Hands:
-Wired or Pocket pair: This is when a player holds

two of the same Cards in their Hole.

-Pocket Rockets: Player holds a pair of pocket aces
in the hole.

-Pocket cowboys: Player holds a pair of kings in the
hole.

-Pocketladies:PlayerholdsapairofQueensinthehole.
-Pocket Hooks: Player holds a pair of pocket jacks in
the hole.

-The "Nuts": This is the term used to state when a
player has drawn an unbeatable hand, for example: he
flopped the NUTS flush.

-Full Boat: This is another term used to describe a
full house.

Betting:
-Check: This means a player does not bet but sim-

ply passes to the next player, this can only be done if
there is no bet on the table.

-Check Raise: This means exactly what it says, it is
when a player checks to another, then raises the bet that
player made. It is usually used to trap a player.

-Over the Top: This is when a player raises another
players bet and in return that player comes "over the
top" with another raise.

-The Button: This is used to symbolize who has the
deal also shows which player is in the best position.

What beats what:
High card: this is when a player has no pairs and the

highest-ranking card in their hand is their best play.
Pair: This is when a player has two of the same

cards, the lowest pair being 2's the highest being aces.
Two pair: This is when a player has two pair of

cards, the highest pair of the two being the one that
counts. EX: My two pair of 10's and 5's beat your two
pair of 9's and 8's.

Three of a kind: Exactly what it says three cards al
the same.

A Straight: This is when you have 5 consecu-
tive cards in order not of the same suit, the winning
straight being the higher of the two. Ex: Your straight
of 2,3,4,5,6, beats my straight of A,2,3,4,5 because
your 6 is higher than my 5.

A flush: This is when you have five cards, not in any
order, all of the same suit. The highest of the five cards
determines the value. EX: My Flush of hearts queen
high would beat your flush of diamonds jack high.

Full house: This is when a player has both a pair
and three of a kind in their hand.

Four of a kind: Again exactly what it says four cards
all the same.

Straight Flush: This is when you have 5 consecutive
cards of the same suit.

Royal Flush: This is the granddaddy of all poker
hands when you have a straight ace high, all the same
suit. This hand is unbeatable.

When Queens Beat Kings Poker Profile: Dutch Boyd
ALICIA ACCAPEZZATO

ASSOGATE WRJTER

Men are not the only ones
who can play poker, demon-
strated best by the poker play of
Annie Duke, Jennifer Harman,
Kathy Liebert, Cyndy Violette,
Jennifer Tilly and Mimi Tran.

Annie Duke's famous poker-
playing brother, Howard Lederer
convinced her to play poker at
trie World Series of Poker, but
it was her talent kept her there.
Duke is a skilled poker player
who has won one WSOP brace-
let in the Omaha/hi/lo event and
won the 2004 Tournament of
Champions. Her Autobiography,
How I raised, folded, bluffed,
fljrted, cursed and won millions
at the World Series of Poker,
was released this year. She is
also a spokesperson for Ultimate
bet.com and is regarded as one
of the best poker players in the
world.

For Jennifer Harman, it was
her father that got her excited
about playing poker. She fell
in love with the game at a very
young age watching her father

play. Harman is most likely
found playing cash games, not
tournaments, but when
she does, she is a
force to be reck-
oned with. She won
two WSOP bracelets,
and wrote the book,
Super/System 2.

Girlfriend of poker
professional Phil Laak,
Actress, Jennifer Tilly
won the 2005 Ladies Main
Event at the WSOP. She
beat 600 women and took
home $158,000.

London native Tiffany
Williamson took home $400,000
and 15th place in this year's
WSOP Main Event. Her finish
was the best by a woman this
year. Finishes like hers make
it seem possible that one day a
woman will finish first. Will
Duke be the one? Will Harman
take home the hardware, or will
a relatively unknown woman be
the victor? Today's female poker
players allow us to say not if,
but when and who will be the
first woman to be named WSOP
Main Event Champion.

ELI COHN-WEIN
GUEST WRITER

Dutch Boyd is not your aver-
age 23 year-old. By the age of
18, he already had a law degree,
moved from a small town in
Missouri to Las Vegas, and

was living his dream of being
a professional poker player.
He gained national fame as
a likable guy on the tele-
vised 2003 World Series
of Poker, formed a crew
of six poker-playing
friends, and has con-
tinued to make money
successfully over the
past 5 years.

There's one small
twist to this poker-

version of the American
dream: Dutch Boyd has bipolar
disorder. Roughly 2 million
Americans, or one percent of
the American population over
the age of 18 have Bipolar dis-

order. Bipolar Disorder is a dis-
ease that causes dramatic mood
swings, more than your everyday
ups and downs. Doctors have

also reported that these ups and
downs can lead to a lack of con-
centration, an unrealistic sense
of ones own abilities, and poor
judgment spending sprees. None
of these are particularly desirable
traits for a poker player to have,
and yet Dutch has somehow
maintained his ability despite an
illness that can be debilitating.

His worst episode came in
March of 2003 in Antigua, where
he and his brother Bobby had
gone for some online-casino con-
sultancy work. Dutch went manic
aboard a boat they were staying
on, and Bobby had no choice but
to commit him to an island med-
ical hospital. His home for the
next week was a six-by-nine-foot
cell "with a metal door, a bed, a
toilet and you sitting there with
your direct line to God," he says.
"My advice: Don't go crazy in a
Third World country."

Dutch has continued on as a
poker player and entrepreneur,
while both fighting his disease
and becoming a high-profile
campaigner for research for a
cure.

Learn to be a Poker Pro Online CHRIS BIGGER
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

With the soaring popularity of poker in recent years, several
internet gaming sites have sprung up. Sites like empirepoker.com,
pokerstars.com, paradisepoker.com, fulltiltpoker.com, and
pokerroom.com, are among the most common.

Online game play offers amateurs the opportunity to learn the
game and hone their skills in a non-threatening environment. Most
of the above sites offer lessons, as well as free game play. This way,
players can learn without losing their shirt. One site, pogo.com, has
different kinds of poker and several other types of games for the non
gambling crowd. Pogo is a free site with tutorials, as well as tips dur-
ing game play. On this site, you can interact with real people or play
against computer opponents.

Most of the online sites also have pay games, in which you can
win real money. Of these sites, many let you play in tournaments
that can get you into WSOP and WPT events. If you
make it to this level, there are large sums of money
that can be won.

If you are interested in learning more
about online poker, or want to try it out, do
a Google search and hit some of the sites
that come up. There are many to choose
from, one search yielded over 19 million
hits, so there is probably a site out there
to fit your skill level.

SofflnffinmBBH mmmmm
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Young Adults Leaving Rochester in Droves
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Etiquette 101
RLNEE RISCHENOLE

ASOCIATE WRITER

Most people today have a
wireless phone and knowing
some basic cell phone etiquette
is simply common sense.

Unless it is an emergency
call, cell phones should not be
used while driving. Not only is
it against the law, it is a danger
to everyone else on the road. If
the call is so important that it
can't wait, pull off the road until
you are through.

If you're in a movie theatre,
turn your phone off until the
movie ends or put it on vibrate.
If you must take the call, excuse
yourself. People are there to
listen to the movie not to hear
you talk.

If you're the type of person
who can't miss a call while
you're shopping, take it where
others can't hear your conversa-
tion. Nobody cares about what
is going on with your life. The
same goes for the people who
talk on their cell while in the
dressing room. You know who
you are.

Some places you should
never have your cell phone on
are in church, at a wedding or
at a funeral. If it is necessary
to keep it on, be courteous and
keep it on vibrate.

The place where you should
never talk on the phone no mat-
ter how important the call, is in
the stall at a public restroom.
Wait until you are done doing
your business.

Practicing cell phone man-
ners is common courtesy. So
please show respect when out
in public.

Weil
take
them!
submissions

letters to the editor

story ideas
concerns

Let us know if you
have something to say.
Send submissions to
our email address at
Monroe Boc@h0ttnail.corn

ASHLEY CHASSE
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

A study conducted by the research firm Harris Interactive found that
47% of 18 to 21 year olds and 36% of 22 to 30 year olds plan to leave
the Rochester area within the next five years. The consequences of the
vast numbers of college-age students leaving can seriously damage the
future of Rochester and its economy. What is the reason for students
leaving and what can be done to stop this trend?

An obvious reason for students moving from the Rochester area can
be equated to the job market, which has been on a steady decline for
several years. A majority of students agree. Student Michael Dedes
says, "The jobs available here are so scarce that there are just no big
opportunities."

Many students believe other cities, like New York and Boston, have
more advantages over Rochester for jobs because of their sizes. The
competition for jobs may not be any friendlier, but there are still jobs
there. As one student said, "If the city could some how bring more
commerce into the area, those students who want to stay could find

jobs. They would have no reason to move."
On a smaller scale, job loss was not the only reason why students

plan to leave. Rochester, it seems, has worn out its appeal. "I've been
here so long that it's time for a change." says student Travis Swalbach,
who feels that the city has lost its zest for culture and entertainment.
"Once you have lived here for so long, you find there is not much left
to do."

With jobs and recreation two of the leading reasons why students
want to move away, other students feel that Rochester is simply not what
it used to be. Says student Elisabeth Celso "Rochester is crumbling.
There is now so much crime and poverty and no one cares enough to do
anything about it, and what has been done is simply not enough."

The problem has as much to do with the city as it has to do with the
situations that govern it. Job loss, crime and a lack of stimulus have cre-
ated a buzz amongst students. It is time for change or it is time to go.

The Fine Lines Of Free Speech
ASHLEY CHASSE

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Censorship is by no means a new phenom-
enon. From books to booze, there has been a
history of suppression throughout the lifespan
the United States. Now, censorship seems to
be on the forefront of political and personal
issues.

On Sept. 20, according to the Washington
Post, the FBI signed onto Bush's "War on
Porn" by recruiting agents to join an anti-
obscenity squad. These agents have been
gathered not only to look for those who watch
child porn but for those who watch any porn
at all. This spans from the unsupported belief
that the viewing of pornographic images will
spawn sexual predators. The squad is only
one of the many pushes by the Bush admin-
istration to eventually censor the viewing and
distribution of porn, but is it justified?

Porn is everywhere, especially on the inter-
net; children can access it anytime. Some
believe that there should not be censorship on
porn itself, but on the mediums in which it is
accessible, such as the internet. Student Laura
Schmitt says, "if there could be a way to mon-
itor and restrict pornography on the internet
perhaps that could cut down on children being
exposed to it."

Then there is the FCC's $495,000
fine on Howard Stern for sexually
explicit comments made on his syndi-
cated radio program.

Stern, known for his high school bath
room humor, formulated his base of avid
listeners around his obscene com-
ments. But the FCC's fine
led Stern's employer, Clear
Channel, to suspend his
contract and take him off
the air.

Just as pornography cre-
ates a liability of those who
view it by supposedly creat-
ing sexual predators, the FCC
believed Stern had become a
liability to their organization
and to the listeners.

Stern saw it differently. On his
website, Stern wrote "It is pretty
shocking that governmental interfer-
ence into our rights and free speech
takes place in the U.S." What is
the government's right to limit free
speech?

The FCC Doesn't Mind Racism
DEVIN SNYDER

OPINION EDITOR

On Sept. 29 radio talk show host Bill
Bennett made a big mistake while on the air;
he implied that African-Americans are inher-
ently connected to criminal activity. He said
"you could abort every black baby in this
country, and your crime rate would go down."
I thought that any day now the FCC would
be destroying Bennett's career and fining his
broadcasters for large sums of money, but it
is December now, and the FCC has not taken
any action.

The FCC's inactivity is showing of what
they believe is important for the wellbeing
of the general public. Nipples are obviously
dangerous, as we have seen from the FCC's
harsh and quick reactions towards Janet
Jackson's wardrobe malfunction of Super
Bowl XXXVIII. Or maybe it is sex in gen-
eral that the FCC finds dangerous, such as in
April 2004, when the FCC attacked Howard
Stern for discussing sexual acts and using
obscene language, or when the FCC attacked

black feminist rapper Sarah Jones for her song
"Your Revolution," which contained sexual
undertones.

Why doesn't the FCC find the proposal
of genocide as a solution for national crime
dangerous? Perhaps
I am being too harsh.
Maybe Bennett was
just joking about kill-
ing off a race; I hope
he isn't saying that
Afr ican-American
babies are a factor in
the national crime rate.
We usually associate
drugs and guns with
the crime rate, not
minority babies.

Some politicians
complaints regarding Bennett's remarks.
Regarding the matter, Congressman Jesse
Jackson said, "Let me be clear: I support free

African -Americans
are not inherently
criminal - Jesse

Jackson

have filed formal

speech. However, I do not believe that our pub-
lic airwaves should be contaminated by speech
that incites fear and perpetuates hate. African-
Americans are not predisposed to illegal
behavior. African-Americans are not inher-

ently criminal. As the
author of Freakonomics,
the book Bennett was dis-
cussing at the time of his
statement, has said, 'crim-
inality does not come with
genes.'"

It is time for the FCC
to re-evaluate what should
and should not be cen-
sored. I don't think Janet
Jackson's nipple will

cause any psychological trauma for anyone.
But if a child listens to the radio and hears
that there is crime and murder because he was
born, then I can see how that might hurt the
kid's self-esteem.
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Homosexual priests to be barred from practice
WENDY VANDELLON

MANAGING EDITOR

According to the Vatican, homosex-
ual priests, even those.who are celibate,
will be barred from the Roman Catholic
Church under new rules, which are soon
to be released.

Pope Benedict is making a name for
himself, as this will be the first defining
act of his reign. According to the New
York Times, the new rules do not pres-
ent any shift in the views of the church,
as they have always felt that homosexu-
ality is "objectively disordered." Pope
Benedict feels the need to purge the
church after the sex scandals from past
years.

Currently practicing priests will not
be a part of this act, only those in semi-
naries.

"I think it is time that the Vatican gets

with the times and updates their polices
and procedures. There is nothing wrong
with being homo- • •
sexual and if they
feel a strong call-
ing to God they
should be allowed
to follow it," said
an agnostic junior
from SUNY
Geneseo.

While some
may see this act
as merely purifi-
cation, it suggests
that only homo-
sexuals are to
blame for molestation in churches. Yet
it is important to keep in mind that child

molesters can be of any sexual orienta-
tion. The Vatican's proposal will have a

grave effect on
the priesthood,
as the percent-
age of homo-
sexual priests
range any-
where from 15
to 50 percent,
according to
Amanda Ripley
of Time maga-
zine.

Many, like
Rev. Donald
Cozzens, feel

that the impact will be negative, as the
priesthood is becoming a gay profession.

There is nothing wrong with
being homosexual and if

they feel a strong calling to
God they should be allowed

to follow it -
an agnostic junior

from SUNY Geneseo

"It's not right. Catholicism is about
embracing everyone, loving all," said
MCC student, Phil Bocka a self pro-
fessed agnostic.

Yet while some feel that this new law
is unjust others feel it is just in time.

"A priest is a religious leader that
the people are supposed to be able to
look up to so therefore I think it would
be going against all Christian principles
for a priest to be gay," said Karli Hurst, a
devout Baptist, from Daemen College.

Will this new act stop the sex scan-
dals of the past few years? Maybe, but it
is unfair to blame these incidences on a
specific orientation, as molestation hap-
pens over a generalized stratum of the
population.

Bottle Collectors:
are they helping?

COLLABERATED BV

CRYSTAL MADSEN AND DEVIN SNYDER

Have you seen the bottle collectors digging through the gar-
bage cans around campus? Are they are helping MCC?

Just imagine how many bottles MCC goes through on a daily
basis. The amount of un-recycled plastics dumped by MCC is
enormous.

Throw the notions of class, race, age, and gender aside and
look at what these people do for a living; they have found a way
to make money while benefiting the environment, which many
people tod,ay have found to be impossible to combine.

Student Liam Moriarty has seen about three different collec-
tors, and thinks they don't help or hurt. He believes they do it for
the buck.

Another student Amanda Jacobson who moved here four
months ago from Minneapolis said she has seen many more
homeless people in Rochester than Minneapolis although she
hasn't seen any at MCC. She said, "It's sad and depressing, and if
someone is desperate enough to get them then let them."

Carl Hindle has also seen a couple, and says, "They don't
bother me." Hindle grew up in Dansville and thinks they're inter-
esting because he hasn't seen many there.

Sometimes, while I'm waiting for my class to start, a guy
comes in and looks through the garbage really quickly and some
students laugh and make some jokes and I wonder if they would
laugh at someone for cleaning up garbage off the side of the road.
Why is there such little respect towards bottle collectors?

A lot of people feel it's sad that someone would have to resort
to collecting bottles to make a living. I feel sad for the people that
can't look beyond the tax bracket of bottle collectors. These envi-
ronmentalists deserve some praise.

/ i f n I • • . • ' "

MCC doesn't deserve all
the bad hype
WENDY VANDELLON

MANAGING EDITOR

Monroe Community College
receives a lot of negative hype but
does the institution really deserve
it?

MCC began in 1961 as locally
community leaders became con-
cerned with the education nurses
were receiving. At this point in
time community colleges were
springing up all over the country
to allow those previously shut out
of higher institutions of learning
to still receive a publicly funded
education.

Since the time of its concep-
tion, MCC has built a rather favor-
able reputation despite the view
from some outsiders.

"I think of MCC more along
the lines of a trade school, only
instead of teaching a specific
trade, they're teaching you how
to be a college student," said Karli
Hurst a student from Daemen
College in Buffalo.

Despite opinions such as this,
MCC offers a lot to the student
including more online enrollment
than any of the 40 SUNY schools,
more than 70 different career,
transfer and certificate programs,
and an above average passing rate
for nursing licensure. MCC even
extends into local high schools due
to over 1,200 students taking duel
credit classes where they receive
college credit for classes taken in
their home school.

"I believe MCC is a very good
community college. I did not go
there myself but I have friends
who have gone to MCC and on
to other colleges. They say that
they did not miss a beat when they
transferred to the 4 year school,"
said Bob Enck, a high school
physics teacher in Webster.

Others like Rob Francis, a

physical education teacher at
Webster, agree.

"I think community colleges
offer a positive learning experi-
ence because they allow students
that may not be sure if college is
right for them the chance to expe-
rience that type of life close by.
Also for those students who are
not sure of a major it allows them
to save a couple bucks."

Webster is also an extension

44
Community colleges
are a great way to
find out what you
want to do. You
can take a bunch
of courses and not
spend $40,000 per

year.
Brad Weinberg
a sophomore at

Hobart and William
Smith.

point of the MCC campus because
they have outreach locations. A
few other towns around Rochester
also offer the same program. Also
the number of high school stu-
dents that have started to choose
MCC as opposed to other four
year schools has risen dramati-
cally due to the amount offered at
a good price.

"Community colleges are a
great way to find out what you
want to do. You can take a bunch
of courses and not spend $40,000
per year," said Brad Weinberg a
sophomore at Hobart and William

Smith.
Also with the number of clubs

and organizations, over 50 in all, it
is easy to get- a jump on the com-
petition and get involved in numer-
ous activities outside of classes.

"MCC certainly deserves more
than many of the misconceptions
that students have. This school
is one of the best in the country
and it is right in our backyard,"
said Amanda Wood. Wood has
previously attended the SUNY
University of Buffalo but returned
to MCC.

"I feel like MCC has offered
more in the way of independent
learning than UB ever did. UB
is a big school and it did have
a lot of opportunities, however I
feel that it has been easier to get
involved at MCC. Professors are
on par and better than those at four
year schools. I feel that it is easier
to come to MCC with the smaller
class sizes."

MCC also offers residence
halls, learning centers, tutoring,
professors who are always eager
to help during office hours, small-
er class sizes, child care center for
students with children, applied
technologies center and public
safety training center, and hybrid
courses.

When it comes to community
colleges the bad rap is not always
necessary.

"The community college in my
town isn't that good and is gener-
ally regarded as worthless, but if
you have a decent school to attend
then I think it would be cool to
stay home for a few more years
and find out exactly what you want
to do," said Dan Riso a freshman
at Hobart and William Smith.
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Hit the Slopes in the Rochester Region

SPORTS CALENDAR

Men's Basketball

12/17 VS Cuyahoga

2:00 p.m. Home

1/07 VS Mercyhurst
3:00 p.m. Home

1/14 VS Niagara CCC
3:00 p.m. Home

Women's Basketball

1/07 VS Mercyhurst NE

1:00 p.m. Home

1/14 VS Niagara CCC
1:00 p.m. Home

1/17 VSGeneseeCC
6:00 p.m. Home

Hockey

1/11 VS Niagara
7:00 p.m. Home

1/15 VS Wheatfield
5:00 p.m. Home

1/18 VS Erie
7:00 p.m. Home

MCC SPRING RECESS COURSE
IN PERU

New Dates: April 13-21,2006

Eng 106: Inca Myths of the Andes
Literature or Humanities Elective: Three Credits or Audit

Stasia J Callan, Teacher and Tour Leader, English/Philosophy Department
Phone: (585) 292-3370; E-mail: scaUanf«'monroece.edu

The itinerary includes the following: Uma and its Archaeological and
Anthropological Museum; Cuzco with its Inca ruins and artifacts; Machu
Picchu, the "Lost City of the Inca," and much more.

Total cost for students under 25: $2,236; for students over 25: $2,526

Program fee includes: Round-trip airfare, 7 nights hotel with private
bathrooms; Breakfast and dinner daily & 2 lunches; Full-time bilingual
guide; Sightseeing and entrance fees to special attractions.

$95 fee to EV Educational Tours due immediately; S500 minimum due
by January 5, 2006; balance to EF Educational Tours due by January
15,2006. You may enroll for this trip by Internet: eftours.com; r'ax:
1-800-318-372; Phone: 1-800-665-5364, or Mail: EF Educational Tours,
One Education Street, Cambridge, MA 02141.

For application form, itinerary brochure, and course syllabus contact
Professor Callan.

The work for this three-credit course involves class attendance on campus ( fix-
two-hour sessions before the trip; three two-hour sessions after the trip). Reading
and discussing assigned tests; journal writing in response to readings before the
trip; journal writing on-location tailored to site-specific subjects or stories beard on-
location; discussing ideas learned on-location from viewing artifacts and ancient
architecture; one research paper, oral presentation, and evaluation to be completed
after the trip.

If you choose to audit the class, you need not do any course work, but like the
students who will take the course for i credits- you have to register at MCC for
Eng 106-LOI for Spring. 2006.

BRENDAN GIUST1
NEWS & EVENTS EDITOR

Numerous hills and slopes around Rochester offer locals
the chance to learn or practice downhill skiing.

Bristol Mountain, located just south east of Rochester in
Canandaigua, is one of the most popular destinations for ski-
ers in the region. This ski resort offers both day passes and
season passes (with a discounted price for students). A large
number of skiers are attracted to Bristol Mountain largely

because of the services it offers such as ski rentals, lessons, and
food and dining. From the novice to the expert skier, there seems

to be something for everyone.
Smaller area ski locations, such as Powder Mills Park in Pittsford,

are geared more towards the beginner. You can find both cross-
country and downhill skiers at the park, which also offers lessons to

beginners. Both locations boast of providing area people with pictur-
esque ski slopes available to all ages and skill levels.

For more information go to:
Bristol Mountain

http://www.bristolmt.com
Powder Mills Park

http://www.monroecounty.gov (search for link)

farina aooe

History of Olympic Alpine Skiing
BRENDAN GIUSTI

NEWS & EVENTS EDITOR

With five different events for both men and
women athletes, alpine skiing will be at the forefront
of the 2006 Winter Olympics in Torino, Italy.

While skiing itself is more than 5000 years old,
it did not become an Olympic sport until the 1936
winter games held in Germany. A controversial rul-
ing by the International Olympic Committee, stating
that ski instructors would be considered profession-
als and therefore unable to compete in the Olympics
(a games for amateurs), caused the ski teams from
Austria and Switzerland to boycott the games

entirely. With Switzerland's promised boycott of the
1940 Olympics due to the skiing controversy, and
the eventual cancellation of the games due to war, it
wasn't until 1948 that alpine skiing reemerged as a
prominent Winter Olympic event.

In more recent years, skiing stars like Italy's
Alberto Tomba have made the event even • more
popular. In the 2006 Olympic Games, Austria's
Hermann Maier and the United States' Bode Miller
are two skiers to watch. The high numbers of world-
class skiers should make for a great competition in
the 2006 Torino Games

Instant Replay, Is It Time?
Instant replay is
good for the NFL,
but that does
not mean it will
prosper in MLB.
ALICIA ACCAPEZZATO

ASSOCIATE WRITER

Football has is, basketball has
it and so does hockey. So why
doesn't baseball?

The main concern for adding
instant replay to baseball is that it
would slow down the game, which
is already quite lengthy. According
to the Elias Sports Bureau in 2004,
the average length of a baseball
game is about 2:47. Football,
which has instant replay, takes on

average, 3 hours to complete, while
hockey games are shorter with an
average game time of 2:19. Why
do we sit through an NFL game for
three hours and watch the instant
replay, but will not do the same for
a baseball game?

With the recent playoff games
that featured several controversial
plays, baseball fans are debating
whether instant replay has a place
in their sport.

If instant replay is added, it does
not mean that it will be used to call
balls and strikes, or even decide the
safe or out call each time. If used
properly it will act as it does in the
NFL and used only at the call of
a manager, no more than twice
a game or by the umpiring crew
when they are not sure of a call.

Had instant replay existed
in 2005, the World Champion
Chicago White Sox may have
lost to the California Angels of

Anaheim. Three controversial
calls were made in that series that
could have been overturned using
instant replay.

Instant replay is good for the
NFL, but that does not mean it
will prosper in MLB. Along
with lengthening the game many
believe that instant replay would
tarnish the 100, plus year history
baseball, and it has no place in
the game. While others feel that
it will only aid in the accuracy of
calls and give the umpires a back-
up, should their eyes see the play
incorrectly. I feel it is a good idea,
but I am not a baseball naturalist;
I like the DH and love what the
wild card has brought to the game.
It is not up to us, or the baseball
writers, to choose, it is up to the
Commissioner and his staff to
decide whether instant replay has a
place in today's MLB games.
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has football become
AMERICA'S NEW

PAST-TI
ELI COHN-WEIN

GUEST WRITER

In 1866, Charles A. Peverelly
wrote, "The game of baseball has
now become beyond question the
leading feature of the outdoor
sports of the United States ... It is
a game which is peculiarly suit-
ed to the American temperament
and disposition; ... in short, the
pastime suits the people, and the
people suit the pastime." Since
then, a national baseball league
has been formed, expanded, and
glorified. It has woven itself into
our culture like little else has had
the ability too.

More recently, however, base-
ball has simply not maintained
the heroic status that it once did.
Names like Manny Ramirez and
Barry Bonds, heroes of today's
game, inspire mistrust and hatred
rather than awe and glory as their
predecessors did. Scandal after
scandal, whether it has to do
with steroid use, betting, or plain
old greed, has gradually eroded
fan support. The 1994 lockout
destroyed an entire season, and the
game itself isn't made for today's
short-attention spanned culture.

Football, on the other hand, has
experienced a popularity surge of
sorts in today's culture. Fast paced

and violent, football includes
everything Americans want in
a sport. While baseball's world
series has plummeted from a 30.7
rating with a 59 percent market
share in 1970 to a 11.6 rating with
a 20 percent market share in 2002,
Football's Super Bowl jumped
from 18.5 and a 36% share in 1967
to 46.1 and a 72% share in 1996.

The future of the sports world
is uncertain, and baseball has
experienced a resurgence lately.
However, viewership statistics
show that baseball is not only no
longer America's past time, it is
now third in popularity behind
both football and NASCAR.

all photos by Bill Stiner

Despite the Bill's Dismal record fans are still turning out to
watch yet another "building year".
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The Family Monster by Josh Shalek

Thanksgiving, the last roadblock before Christmas: www.joshshalek.com kidshay@joshshalek.com

Heads. By Chuck Harrison

"I'm sorry, Billy ... The only chance you're
going to get to hug me is if I'm choking."

Crossword
ACROSS

1 Cookie holder
4 Wrecker's tool

11 Health club
14 Lemon drink
15 Female lead
16 Tentacle
17 Hep dude
18 Abnormal

location of an
organ

19 Fizzle out
20 Asian asses
22 Slurring
24 Capital of

Colombia
25 Spiritual

instructors
26 Like some

cereals
28 Rolodex info
29 "__ Bravo"
32 Prime
34 Folk stories
38 Pulp writers
40 Set up a setup
41 Phooey!
42 Not fooled by
43 Upper house
45 Haggard novel
46 Took off
48 Fireplace

framework
50 Unfounded
54 Bribe

successfully
58 Lett on the plate
59 One who

asserts without
proof

60 Rural stopover
61 Asian expanse
63 Lilly or Whitney
64 Put a on it!
65 New Jersey

river
66 Pipe elbow
67 _ Plaines, IL
68 Do the town
69 Mineo or Maglie

DOWN
1 Man with a

ladder
2 Hersey's bell

town
3 Mark sale items
4 African

predators

All rights reserved.

5 Repack for
reshipping

6 Repast
remnants

7 Court
8 Animal with two

feet
9 Senile state

10 Brazilian port
11 Hawkins

Dance
12 Monastery

officer
13 Ending words
21 Sentimental

drivel
23 Window bases
25 Finales
27 Bronte heroine
29 Greek letter
30 Writer McEwan
31 Halloween mo.
33 Culture base
35 Sounds of

surprise
36 Stadium shout
37 Wooly female
39 Divided nation

Solutions

41 Peevish
43 Look down on
44 Dramatic scene
47 Clerical tables
49 Optic orb
50 Physique
51 Actress Potts

52 Dispatches
53 Trapper's device
55 Molding curves
56 Bub
57 Ruffled border
59 Regarding
62 Tumbler rim

> \ . • —

(" IHEABP ypU WANTCP TO SEE MC

o o

R » TUB QGGUJftennON, SEE WMW.CA\€W50IXJCnf>«>£T
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Finishing your degree?
SUNYIT offers undergraduate and graduate degree
programs In technology and professional studies

Bachelor of Science
Accounting
Applied Mathematics
Applied Math/Electrical Engineering
Business/Public Management
Civil Engineering Technology
Computer Engineering Technology
Computer & Information Science

(accelerated BS/MS available)
Computer Information Systems
Electrical Engineering
Electrical Engineering Technology
Finance
General Studies
Health Information Management
Health Services Management
Industrial Engineering Technology,
Mechanical Engineering Technology
Nursing (accelerated BS/MS
available)
Professional & Technical
Communication
Psychology
Sociology
Telecommunications '

Master of Business Administration
In Technology Management
Concentrations: accounting and finance,
health services management, human
resource management, e-commerce
and marketing, individually designed

Master of Science
Accountancy
Advanced Technology
Applied Sociology
Computer & Information Science
Health Services Administration
Information Design & Technology
Telecommunications
Nursing Administration
Adult Nurse Practitioner
Family Nurse Practitioner
All graduate nursing programs
also offer advanced certificates

Visit SUNY's newest campus or
take a virtual tour at sunyit.edu

State University of New York Institute of Technology
w«fw.sunyit.edu • 1 866 2 SUNYIT • admisslons@s1mylt.0d

Minutes from NYS Thruway Exit 31

Continue Your Education
with Empire State College
You can earn a SUNY bachelor's degree and have a

life with Empire State College. Choose from a wide

range of flexible education options - one-to-one

mentoring, online learning, individualized degree

programs and the opportunity to earn credit for

college-level learning gained in work and life - at

35 locations throughout New York state.

Undergraduate Information Sessions

Wed., Dec. 14, noon
Thurs., Dec. 15, 5:30 p.m.
Wed.. Dec. 21,7:30 p.m.

1475 Winton Road North

Rochester

R.S.V.P. 585 224-3200

EMPIRE STATE
COLLEGE

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

For further information and other locations,
visit us at www.esc.edu/mcc

> : about our Community College Scholars program for AA, AAS or AS

degree candidates

in a "user friendly" transfer process

a free credit evaluation

about low SUNY tuition rates, scholarships and financial aid

an internship in a career field of your choice as early as your first semester

the ranks of our alumni who are journalists, business entrepreneurs.
educators, researchers, computer programmers, psychologists etc,

how easy it is to finish your degree in the evenings and on the week-
end through the school of Liberal Studies & Continuing Education.

Call; 914-251-6500. E-mail: conted@purchase.edu, Web: wvsw.purchase.edu/ce.

VTQ TT PURCHASE
\f A HIGHLY SELECTIVE FOUR-YEAR COLLEC

JL K^y JL J _ DISTINCTIVE PROGRAMS IN THE LIBERAL

COLLEGE
ACTING I ANTHROPOLOGY I ART HISTORY I ART HISTORY/
VISUAL ARTS ASIAN STUDIES BIOLOGY I CHEMISTRY
CINEMA STUDIES 8 CREATIVE WRITING ! DANCE I DESIGN
TECHNOLOGY I DRAMA STUDIES I DRAMATIC WRITING
ECONOMICS ECONOMICS WITH A BUSINESS CONCENTRATION
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES I FILM I GLOBAL BLACK STUDIES
HISTORY INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES (LIBERAL ARTS)
JEWISH STUDIES i JOURNALISM LANGUAGE AND CULTURE:
CHINESE, FRENCH, HEBREW, ITALIAN, SPANISH I LATIN AMERICAN
STUDIES LIBERAL STUDIES': ART, COMMUNICATIONS/MEDIA STUDIES,
LEGAL STUDIES I LITERATURE I MATH/COMPUTER SCIENCE
MEDIA, SOCIETY AND THE ARTS I MUSIC NEW MEDIA I PHILOSOPHY
POLITICAL SCIENCE I PRE-LAW I PRE-MED i PSYCHOLOGY
SOCIOLOGY I UNDECLARED I VISUAL ARTS I WOMEN'S STUDIES
'Liberal Studies programs for adult learners

A HIGHLY SELECTIVE FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE IN WESTCHESTER COUNTY WITH
DISTINCTIVE PROGRAMS IN THE LIBERAL. PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS

for more information:
www.purchase.edu/transfer or
E-mail us at: transfer@purchase.edu
Call us at: 914-251-6300

PURCHASE
C O L L E G E
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

735 Anderson Hill Road, Purchase, NY 10577-1400
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manners and
brevity

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ERIC GOODWIN/KAT

Brushing up on your e-mail etiquette
can improve your communication skills

BY KEFF ELDER

T| here's an old adage: No one thinks they're a bad dri-
ver. Here's an updated 21st-century version:

No one thinks they send annoying e-mails.
Plenty of us do.

Consider these findings from the Pew Internet and American
Life Project report, culled from Princeton University research
conducted from 2000 to 2002:

• 23 percent of Americans who use e-mail at work say
e-mail has added a new source of stress to their lives.

• 22 percent of work e-mailers say e-mail has caused
misundeistandings.

• 16 percent of work e-mailers say e-mail encourages gossip.

E-mail has revolutionized communication. But it's still very
much an untamed frontier. Welcome to the E-mail Offender
Rehabilitation Program. We'll get you straight before you hit
"Send" and offend again.

Here are some common e-mail infractions identified by
"netiquette" experts:

• Do you send out jokes and "you gotta see this!" Web sites
to a wide range of people?

PROBLEM! You've just distributed your friends' e-mail
addresses to people they don't know, exposing them to spam
and viruses.

• Do you send out cute e-mails to your entire office or
department?

PROBLEM! You've just required your co-workers to sift
through more e-mails and made it difficult for them to know
what interoffice communication is important

• Do you load up your e-mails with elaborate personal sig-
natures that include favorite quotes or even graphics?

PROBLEM! You've just burdened your readers with super-
fluous information that wastes their time.

Around 31 billion e-mails are sent globally each day,
according to "How Much Information 2003," the fact book
sent out by the University of California at Berkeley. How many
of those e-mails would have benefited from adhering to appro-
priate tone or structure?

Knight Ridder staff member Brandy L Bourne contributed to this article.

Types of e-mail
Exports say there are three types of e-mails with dis-
tinctly different rules - t h e close friends, office and pub-
lic e-mails.

Y o u r spouse, your closest friends, your siblings,
your parents: These are the people to send jokes
and "you gotta see this!" e-mails to. Hard as it may
be to believe, not everyone shares your sense of
humor. Even this small group of people will not en-
joy everything you send them

THE OFFICE E-MAIL
Don't add to people's workload.
That's the main rule of e-mails sent out to a
group of co-workers Keep them short, sweet
and to the point. Follow these tips:

• Make the subject line factual and brief.

• In clear, concise sentences, deliver the perti-
nent information within the e-mail.

• If you dont have an electronic signature on your e-mails, pro
vide your name and phone number.

• Proofread the e-mail several times before sending it out.

THE PUBLIC E-MAIL
Oceasionaly we have to send out e-mails to all
the parents of the soccer team, or to everyone in
t i e homeowners association. If possible, you
might try writing your pubic e-mails with a who,
what, when, where structure. This can be ex-
tremely helpful to readers.

WHO: All members of soccer team.

WHAT: Team photo.

WHEN: Saturday Sept 4, at noon.

WHERE: Playing field 2.

QUESTIONS? Call Coach Lombardi

lt's often a bad idea to include personal statements in a

puttee-mat

ANGRY RESPONSES
Studies show that one attribute of e

mail that most distinguishes it from
other forms of communication is its
ability to evoke healed emotion.
Misinterpretation can lead lo rapid fire
exchanges known as -flaming." Here
are some tips tor avoiding a flame war:

• Think before you write. If you're
angry. DO NOT put an address on your
e-mail. Simply compose an email that
is addressed to no one and save it that
way. This can be therapeutic and pre-
vent you from firing off something
regrettable.

• If you receive an e-mail that
makes you mad. read it again. Make
sure you're not overreacting.

• Separate opinion from fact while
reading an e-mail so you can respond
appropriately.

• When communkalioa is lense or
unclear, pick up the phone - or hener
yet, go see die persoo.

• Be concise in your messages.
Flaming tends to happen when you
write lo excess.

HANDLING 'THE ONE
THAT GOT AWAY'

OK, so what happens when you do
write something mean and send it off?
Admit it righl away. IT possible, apolo
gwe in person or at least on the phone.
This will help to break the chain of
aggressive e mails, and will convey to
the other person dot you tnok the
transgression seriously.

Soune: Kaihmne Reynolds,
Yale Unhrrsity

Key stats

31
Number (in buttons) or e-mafc

aent global* each day

73*
rHmMrnaoa of all e-mail

thattei

Percentage of sH e-mail
that contain, a computer virus.

Percentage of work a-malhn
who say a-mall has caused

wfto soy ttwy have ssnt jofca&
or chain e-mails.

• OUHCfc. "HOV. MUCH INt-OHMMtOft I M J ' BY >Hfc
UfclfVEftSITY OF CALIFORNIA 6ERKLtY CHICAGO
TdltUNE. UEtSAOElAU. KflT

Pl| Checklist
BEFORE YOU HIT SEND'

Complete this mental checklist
when you tend an e-mail:

• Is this e-mail a -flame"? Never
send an c mail in anger. It could stay
around forever, and haunt your profes-
sional or personal life.

• Check the To" field. Is thb really
who you want to send the message to?

• Have you spell checked the mes-
sage? Does it contain any error that
could reflect badly on you?

• Is the message too informal for
the people you're c-mailing? Does it
waste their tune.'

• Arc you insulting or criticizing
someone whocouk) sec this message
later? Is the e-mail simply unfair or
imfcind to that person?

THE CLOSE FRIENDS E-MAIL


