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ONLINE COURSES
ARE ONLINE
CLASSES THE
WAVE OF THE
FUTURE?

BY CO-EDITOR
JESSICA GASPAR

If you're looking to take another
course to fill your schedule, try an
online course. Monroe Community
College currently offers 126 courses
online, an increase from just 4 in the
fall of 1997 when MCC started offer-
ing online courses. MCC now holds
the lead position among the 64 SUNY
campuses across the state that offer
online courses.

Online courses cost the same as tra-
ditional day courses at the Brighton
campus and prove to be just as good.
According to a survey conducted dur-
ing the fall of 2001, 65.2% of SUNY
Learning Network (SLN) students
achieved a grade of C or better in their
online courses.

"This is just slightly lower than the
70% of students who achieved grades
of a C or better in the traditional day-
time courses Brighton campus," said
Stuart Blacklaw, Dean of Curriculum
and Program Review.

Although many students do pass

the online courses, Blacklaw recom-
mends that a student interested in tak-
ing an online course first take the
"online classes review" found on the
Monroe Community College Web
site. From MCC's main web page,
one can click "A-Z Index," then
"Online Courses," and finally the
"Visitors" section. The "section is
p a r t i c u l a r l y he lp fu l , " says
Blacklaw.

Last Fall, 1725 students enrolled in
at least one online course. This figure
is up from just 31 students who
enrolled in online courses in the fall of
1997.

There is no limit to the number of
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online courses a student can take.
"Online courses are like any other,
and therefore the credit hour limits
that apply to coursework taken at
MCC apply no matter how the
courses are de l ive red , " said
Blacklaw.

Some may wonder about the cost of
an online course. Online courses are
like any other course taken at MCC
and are covered under a student's
tuition. However, according to Jeff
Bartkovich, Vice President of
Educational Technology Services,

CONTINUED
ON PAGE 3

Intersession: Learning in London
BY STAFF WRITER
CARLET CLEARE

Aside from the rumors of
war with Iraq in world poli-
tics, on a lighter note, an
educational trip to the UK
was enjoyed by the worlds
of Media, Health Care,
Philosophy, Art and Design,
International business and
Criminal Justice.

This past January, for the
winter intercession, 58 stu-
dents from various colleges
across New York State stud-
ied in London, England, for
two weeks. The program
was through Cayuga
Community College.

Thirteen of the 58 stu-
dents on the trip (including
m y s e l f ) w e r e M C C
Communication and Media
Arts majors studying
abroad. In the UK we inves-
tigated the differences and
similarities between American
and British media. Yes, I had the
awesome chance to experi-
ence this fine tasting wine.

Robert Ramos / staff photographer

The London Tower Bridge stands strong over the Thames river in London, England.

No pun intended - London
is no foe to social drinking;
it is definitely part of the
culture.

The thrill of London is
breath taking, only leaving
you exhaling in amazement.
The city has a rich fabric of
culture and diversity, rang-
ing from old, tall buildings,
to the colors and styles of

Pumas and Adidas.
The historical architec-

ture permeates the region,
with absolute brilliance
leaving a ubiquitous mark
to your memory. I believe
the air alone is communica-
tion. Relating it through its
art with statues of various
g o d s , such as E r o s
i n Piccadilly Circus, or the

Prince Albert Memorial,
made of pure gold.

More importantly, the
media system is one to
re spec t . The Br i t i sh
Broadcasting Company, or
BBC, is one of the largest
industries in the world.
Whether radio or television,

CONTINUED
ON PAGE 5
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Flipping Through Cobain's JOURNALS
BY STAFF WRITER

SCOTT MYERS

It is as though Kurt Cobain walked
into Riverhead books, the publishers
of this 300-page treatise, and handed
over a decade of personal notebooks
and scribbling, and said, "Here, make
a book of these," and walked away.
Raw and unedited, JOURNALS is a
collection of exact duplicates of the
private writings of Kurt Cobain
(1967-1994), lead singer of the band
Nirvana.

Cobain had a reputation for insta-
bility and emotional baggage. He was
widely known for having been a hero-
ine addict. As well, any number of
other rock star cliches were used to
describe him.

It is some considerable surprise,
then, to learn about the Kurt Cobain
the world never knew.

The first thing one notices is
Cobain's ability to write. He was a
man of great letters, by which we
mean to say he was a perfectionist and
profound thinker. One would not per-
haps expect it, but he would very
often write and rewrite many drafts of
a simple note to a friend. This sug-
gests a certain amount of self doubt,
but, more importantly, it paints a pic-
ture of a man who is very concerned
with getting exactly the right message
across; a man very focused on compo-
sition and organized thought. We dis-
cover most of Nirvana's promotional
business letters and press releases
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were hand written to perfection
dozens of times, to get exactly the
right tone across.

Cobain was also an artist. Not a ter-
rific artist — music was rightly his
profession of greatest virtue - - but a
very skilled artist. JOURNALS is rid-
dled with sketches and impromptu
comic strips about youth in America
and the class stratification which he
saw all around him. One is reminded
of the sort of the art that prison
inmates often create: articulate,
detailed, painstaking, and yet some-
how terribly off kilter.

There is a natural progression to
JOURNALS. As one would expect of
a life documented in papers, attitudes
change, styles vary, and focuses shift.
The tome begins with discourse on
what it takes to be a really great band,
and is filled with rants about genera-
tion gaps and social differences. There
is a certain degree of unfocused anger
and confusion at a society which is
torn between the waning Reagan era,

and the burgeoning Clinton era. We
see the angst of a young man trying to
start a life in the world with the same
lack of direction and help as anyone
else. And we see a strong loyalty to a
band and a friendship which had as
yet not been tested.

As the collection progresses, we
see the sands of time take a toll on the
anger of youth, and we see fame ease
into the mixture. Loss of old friends.
Loss of privacy. At a number of
points, Cobain expounds on his end-
less suffering from an entirely unex-
plainable stomach disease.

It is unclear when exactly, but at
some point in time, Cobain goes on a
short heroine binge in hopes of easing
his stomach pains. What most people
may not realize is that was a very
short time, and he spent most of the
rest of his life regretting it. He gives
pages and pages of advice to fan-zines
and newspapers about the perils of
drug abuse. To be certain, he was most
definitely against drug abuse. "It
doesn't work. Duh."

Other tidbits include: detailed spec-
ifications which Cobain drew up him-
self for a personalized Left Handed
Fender Mustang/Jaguar Guitar; a
number of alternate album cover con-
cepts; complete lyrics to quite possi-
bly every Nirvana song ever written.

In short, JOURNALS is an excel-
lent addition to any collection.
Whether you love him or hate him, the
mind of a great artist and thinker is to
be appreciated and absorbed.

RED CARPET
by andrew cloninger

Bald chrome, the audacity of Joan Rivers, yet I can't help but be mesmerized by them The Golden
Globes and gold chrome dome. Every celebrity and their mother were there even if they haven't been nominated in
twenty years. BCD even a couple of the A list celebs where coming down the red carpet as they answered all
the stupid questions from the wonderful silicone wonders.

Meanwhile, back at my house we printed off lists of the nominations and tried to pick the winners, which in our house
turns into a Gladiator sport without Elizabeth Taylor.

Then I turned my attention to the dresses because as we all know that is why men watch award shows anyway. Halle
Berry looked very stunning then there was the fashion train wreck in the appearance of Lara Flynn Boyle who looked
like a little girl in her older sister's tutu, which makes me wonder what Jack sees in her anyway. Ray Liotta looked nice
with his wide tie and Brad Pitt looked debonair in his mullet.

Sometimes I wish I could be Nicole Kidman who else could get awards for bad acting because everyone is sorry about
the whole Tom thing (by the way the tandem of Cruise and Cruz was strangely absent there were rumors that they were
in Japan slicing pineapple with swords.)

Man, what is the deal with that movie Chicago? I haven't seen the play, let alone the movie this year's Moulin
Rouge in my estimation, which is okay I guess, but it really messed up my picks. Good thing I didn't bet any money on
this like last year's Super Bowl which I am still trying to work off (to anyone going to make a bet, don't bet with a guy
whose name is Boris and has no teeth).

After about an hour of watching, I started thinking to myself with all the comedy floating around through the
list why couldn't a genius film such as Army of Darkness get nominated or at least Bruce Campbell for best lead actor
in a comedy or horror for that matter. I think the press believes their own press like they are some deity or something
instead of being critics they have become cheerleaders, self-indulgence Gliz, the glamour and the God-awful accept-
ance speeches note to self if I ever get nominated for my work (not likely) I will have note cards, I will not be caught
babbling about nothing until one of the super models escorts me off not going to happen. Oh and a little advice to
Harrison Ford, just because the booze is free doesn't mean you have to drink it all before you present.

I wonder what the line to the bathroom looks like probably something like out of Pulp Fiction with everyone in
winter wonderland with blow dancing up their plastic noses. Make sure everyone can locate the syringe to insert into
their fake hearts see package for details.

Then I woke up and TV was fuzzy and 1 realized that I wasn't meant to wear a dress or march to the freak beat,
or bow to Mary Hart or Barbara Walters. Only believe the Limo drivers for something real in the movies.
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TAKINGSIDES

RON STARKWEATHER / staff photographer

with KELLY and JOHNNY

Dear Kelly & Johnny
I've been seeing this guy for a couple of months, and he recently told me that he has a
problem with the fact that I still share a cell phone account with my ex-boyfriend. My ex
and I have been broken up for about 7 months, and we rarely speak, but this new guy
claims that a cell phone bill is some type of "tie that binds." Meanwhile, he seems to
underrate the fact that he occasionally hangs out with two other girls, one who he used
to be in love with, and one that he is physically attracted to. I explained to him that I
would be respectful of someone's feelings when they express a desire to have some
type of commitment towards me. Until then, I don't think I should change my life to
accommodate someone who may only have temporary intentions. Am I right?

Kelly: It sounds like this guy is out for his own security, and while he would like you to make sacrifices for his sake - he is not willing to make
any sacrifices for you. If he is truly interested in pursuing any type of relationship with you, then dating other people should be the first luxury to go!
A paper attachment is not an intimate one, but spending time with someone else - C'mon! Do I really have to make this distinction? As I have stat-
ed before, a relationship is an exchange of effort, and the perfect recipe calls for two equal parts. That being said, I do believe that if he makes an
offer to be exclusive with you, and you decide to accept, then you should be courteous toward his feelings regarding the cell phone account. Until
then, be your own person!

Johnny: I think that you're right for the most part, but if this guy is showing his jealous side about the ex-boyfriend and the cell phone, then he has
shown his dedication towards you. His intentions must be good, but because your relationship continues with this ex-boyfriend, then you must under-
stand his intentions toward his ex-love and to the other he is attracted to. Unfortunately, his feelings for you may have dropped off just a bit because
of this tie that you cannot seem to break from. Take care of this problem and then tell him immediately of your actions. If he still continues to see his
former love, and continues to show interest in this new attraction, then you must break everything off and just be friends!

If you would like advice from Johnny & Kelly, email kelly@relationshipscards.com. To find greeting cards that pertain to modern-day relation-
ship issues, visit www.relationshipcards.com. (We have a card for almost anything!)

ONLINE
CLASSES

FROM COVER

like any other course, there
may be an additional lab
fee." This fee covers the
additional technology-related
costs related to the courses,
and administration fees
charged to MCC by
S U N Y S y s t e m
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , "
Bartkovich said. In the
future, MCC plans to renew
and establish goals for
online course offerings.
Blacklaw said that "MCC
will continue to be a leader
in online course delivery."

There are many benefits
to taking an online course.
"Perhaps the primary bene-
fit is the availability of col-
lege courses any place, any
time," Blacklaw stated.

According to Blacklaw,
this allows people to earn a
degree without leaving
their jobs or dropping their
children off to daycare.
Blacklaw said, "Online
courses help students to
manage their schedules."

For more information on
online courses, please visit
the Monroe Community
College Web site at
www.monroecc.edu or visit
the SUNY SLN Web site at
sln.suny.edu.

MTV AT MCC:
EATING DISORDERS

BY CO-EDITOR
JESSICA GASPAR

Monroe Community College will
be welcoming two women to talk
about their personal experiences
with eating disorders. Amaya Brecher,
from Oakland, CA and Veronica Portillo
of Orange County, CA will be at
MCC on Feb. 26 at noon in the
MCC Theater, and also at 7 PM in
Room 8-300.

Growing up, both girls were vic-
tims of eating disorders and current-
ly visit high school and college
campuses to tell their stories.

Not only are these women active
speakers on eating disorders, they
also have a little fame. Brecher was
part of the cast on MTV's hit televi-
sion show "REAL WORLD" and
Portillo was part of the cast on
"ROAD RULES." Both girls also
participated in the "REAL
WORLD/ROAD RULES CHAL-
LENGE" a couple of times.

A ticket is required for entrance
and can be picked up or purchased
at the Brighton Campus Student
Center Service Desk in building 3
and also in the Damon Campus
Bookstore. The event is free to
MCC students, faculty, and staff.
However, to other students and sen-
ior citizens, the cost is just $3 but $5
to the general public. Although the
event is free to MCC students, fac-
ulty and staff, a ticket is still
required to attend.

WEEKLY GAMER:
Game Boy Advanced

BY STAFF WRITER
SCOTT LOIACONO

Hello, game fans and
welcome back to another
exciting edition of the
Monroe Doctrine. I am
excited to be back writ-
ing a game column for
you, the game fan. This
is going to be an exciting
year in video games, and
I am here to tell you
about it. Let's get start-
ed.

Nintendo has just
announced that Game
Boy Advanced will get a
new look in March.
On March 23, 2003,
Nintendo will release the
new Game Boy Advance
SP. What's different?
For one thing, it will be
the smallest handheld
available on the market,
with a depth if 1 inch
and a size of 3.33 by
3.23 inches, weighing a
mere 5 ounces. The
Game Boy Advance SP
will come with a backlit
light to let you play it in
any kind of light condi-
tions. The system will
also come with it's own
rechargeable lithium-ion
battery, which will last

18 hours without the
light and 10 hours with
the light. It will be
released with a retail
price of $99.99. The sys-
tem be released first in
Japan on February 14th,
and it will be released a
month later in the United
States.

The Game Boy
A d v a n c e SP wi l l
p lay all current
and old Game Boy
games and will have a
screen size of 2.9 inches,
the same size as the
current Game Boy
Advance. Nintendo
say 's it will still
continue to produce
the current Game Boy
Advance. With these
new additions to the
handheld, this should be
a big boost for Nintendo
for this year.

And in other video
game news: Sony Online
Entertainment has con-
firmed the release date
and price of the online
video game Everquest.
The once popular PC
video game will be
available on PS2
February 11, 2003, and
the game will be

released with a price of
$49.99. However, in
order to play on-line,
players will have to pay
$9.99 a month. Not too
bad if you are an
Everquest fan.

Another look at
another game for the
PS2 is the popular game
the Sims. The Sims is a
game where the player
controls the personal-
ized characters in a sub-
urban environment. The
player can control a fam-
ily and do different
things in the game. The
controls and graphics are
good, but after awhile,
playing the game loses
its replay value. It gets
stale. I recommend that
you rent the game to see
if you like it. If not, then
just pass on this one.

Ok game fans,
that's all for me this
issue. As always, I am
open to suggestions
and ideas. Just
e m a i l m e a t
scottyo 10@ yahoo.com
and put "game ideas"
in the subject head-
ing. I'll try to answer
all questions.

See you next issue.
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Brighton Beach Memoirs
BY STAFF WRITER

ALEX PARKER

Back in the mid eighty's
a movie came out called
Brighton Beach Memoirs,
staring Jonathan Silverman.
The movie was based on a
previous play written by
Neil Simon (The Odd
Couple, Biloxi Blues). Now
and through February 9,
this wonderful play has
been brought here to
Rochester at the Geva
Theater Center. Last week I
saw the play for myself.

The story centers around

a young boy, Eugene
Jerome (played by Dennis
Staroselsky in a rather con-
vincing role), as he sees his
family go through the trials
of life throughout the late
1930s. Eugene lives with
his father, his mother, and
an older brother in a small
apartment in the Bronx.
Also crammed in the shoe
box of an apartment are his
aunt and two of his cousins,
Nora and Laurie.

In the midst of this stuffy
lifestyle, Eugene does most
of the grunt work, like tak-
ing out the trash and going

to the store a thousand
times a day for only one
item. Throughout the end-
less complaints and judg-
ments in his life, through
his mother or others during
the play, Eugene discovers
that he has a chance for a
life of success that his fam-
ily may not have. As
Eugene witnesses the life of
his family, he records it in
his diary, which ends up
being the basis of the play.

The play is entertaining,
with great performances by
the entire cast. The actors
perform with great style,

absorbing the attention of
the audience. I felt great
sympathy for each charac-
ter. Whi l e some of the
scenes seemed long-wind-
ed, the actors recovered
them we 11.

I r e c o m mend this
play, not just to theater fans,
but to everyone. The play
has somet h i n g f o r
e v e r y o n e . However,
some of the material may
be unsuitable for young
children. The play runs
through February 9.

Ontario South Printmakers
BY STAFF WRITER
ROBERT RAMOS

The opening for the
Ontario South Printmakers
on January 24, 2003
showed great artistic ability.
All the pieces were diverse.
It was interesting to see
what one was capable of
doing with printing. I had a
chance to speak with every
artist but Tarrant Clement.

I first spoke with Sue
Huggins Leopard, who
does prints from wood
carvings. Her favorite piece
is a wood carving entitled
"Blackbirds," an artist's
book. Sue favors artist's
books because they expand
on the picture, allowing one
to see more of the artist's
work. She also mentioned
her use of words in the
piece and explained that it
added depth. Sue is a poet
as well as an artist.

The next person I talked

SCOTT LOIACONO / staff photographer
The Ontario South Printmakers: Their artwork will be on display at
the Mercer Gallary through February 21, 2003.

to was Carol Aquiline. She
couldn't name one piece
that she favors over another.
She explains how they all
have meaning to her; it is
hard enough choosing
pieces for the exhibit. Carol
had done her piece in ink
back in October. She
explains that she had to see
them in color.

However, Belinda Bryce

describes her favorite choice
as "Brides Dance." She
explains that it depicts the
expectations of stereotypi-
cal women, romanticized.
She credits Jim Dine for
being her inspiration. She
told me, "He uses tools in a
male context; I choose to
show them in a female con-
text."

Maria Buckley also

AT THE

PHOTOS BY
SCOTT LOIACONO

ONTARIO
PRINTMAKERS

SOUTH

describes no favorite and
claims no particular inspira-
tion. She told me, "I just
like to do this, and it's one
of my favorite things to do."
To me that signals internal
drive and passion that could
not be mistaken.

Liz Durand is also one
who identifies with each of
her pieces. She told me that
her inspiration was a monu-
ment that she had visited in
Ireland. "I wanted to evoke
that same sense of place
and feeling," Liz tells me
with confidence. That is
incredible to be able to
allow the audience to feel
what you felt at a particular
point in your life; that's
what makes good art.

I enjoyed each piece.
Each artist was humble and
open to expression. Check
out the Mercer gallery.
This showing lasts until
February 21 , 2003.
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QUIET TALK-BIG STICK
BY STAFF WRITER

TOM GREGORY JR.

MCC lacrosse has a quiet history
of success not always measured by
a season's record or the game's final
score.

This year's team is no different,
carrying on a tradition of excel-
lence measured in academic
achievement, citizenship and com-
munity. The Tribune's coach, Rocky
Delfino, is gathering a group of stu-
dents who will represent our com-
munity college well.

"Herkimer College has been a
perennial class program in Division
Two Junior College Lacrosse. We
intend to field a program that has
all the same attributes," states
Coach Delfino.

The team had its first informal
meeting during the first week of
classes, but Coach Delfino is call-
ing to the student body for individ-
uals who are interested in contribut-
ing to the program.

"I call this a program because
our emphasis is as much on the stu-
dent, the community and good citi-

zenship, as it is on the game
lacrosse."

MCC has a long history of field-
ing competitive lacrosse teams.
When teams have been light in
numbers, MCC has fielded one that
compensates in attitude, competi-
tiveness and dedication.

This year's program will not dif-
fer from this tradition.

Practice begins February 4,
2003. Players have already gath-
ered, many who come from win-
ning t r a d i t i o n s a t t a ined in
Rochester, Buffalo and Syracuse.

Students attend MCC not only for
its sports programs, but because of
the reputation MCC sustains as an
academic junior college power-
house.

The schedu le wil l include
12 games, both at home and
away. The team practices four
days a week.

Contact Coach Delfino at
tdellaporta@monroecc.edu if
you are interested in being a
part of this program, or stop by
at Bldg. 10-126.

Intercession
FROM COVER

the British' number one
goal is to communicate.
Their purpose is to inform,
educate, and then to enter-
tain. This differs from the
United States; we prefer
entertainment before educa-
tion. American Idol is a
good example of entertain-
ment media. What is so fas-
cinating about watching
people humiliate them-
selves on national televi-
sion, repeatedly - which I
can do myself, in my mirror
at home, without punishing
an audience?

Anyway, I definitely
believe our newspapers and
television are better than the
British. As for the newspa-
pers, they have tabloids like
us - full of sensationalism
and, as expected, lots of
advertisements.

The magazines are sweet.
For instance, TIME OUT
MAGAZINE is a weekly
publication. This piece of
work has all the upcoming
events that are taking place
for that week. It's likened to
an info guide, as well as
having interesting articles.
Pretty unique.

One major difference
between British media and
US media is that the BBC is
independent of Government
control, advertising and free
of political and commercial
interference. This industry
is publicly funded, much
like WXXI or PBS. It is for
the people, to make the
good popular and the popu-
lar good. It is honest and
positive. The BBC is superb
at presenting their news.
BBC channels, one and
two, are known for their
integrity and non-bias in
their broadcasts. Boring but
accurate, with taste and
decency, while 98% of the
population consumes it.
This publication is one to

Robert Ramos / staff photographer

Big Ben proudly overlooks the Thames river in London, England. Robert Ramos / staff photographer

glean from, although it is
purchased by subscription,
through licensing fees per
television - for the premise.
Ranging from 110-150
pounds (in money).

Utilizing the transit sys-
tem, you will experience
communication at its best.
The subway or the "tube"
(as it is called in the UK) is
loaded with great advertise-
ments. Next to Super Bowl
commercials, they were the
best I had ever seen.

Radio in the UK is awe-
some. They have 49 chan-
nels that are not bombarded
with commercial advertise-
ments. As for BBC stations,
no commercials are aired.
One issue is for certain;
there is no censorship in the
country. While I was walk-
ing through a gift shop, a
radio talk show was airing.
The host was discussing a
woman's private life over
the airwaves. It was like lis-
tening to Howard Stern
while shopping for gro-
ceries. I felt a little awk-
ward listening because in
the States censorship would

ban that for late night shop-
pers. The British seem a lit-
tle less scared of them-
selves, unlike Americans.
We tend to hide and tuck
issues in the name of "for
our good."

Also, the music is very
diverse. I could find all
types of reggae, hip hop,
techno, R&B, country and
classical, on all the FM
dials, although I did not
locate a gospel frequency in
my search. Programming
on the AM dials was similar
to ours, where you find
most of the talk shows. Not
to mention the lovely
accent, which is like music
itself! I could sit and listen
to the British accent all day.

I also noticed the city is
loaded with Internet access.
There are several Internet
cafe's to make ones life like
GE, "we bring good things
to life," and the online serv-
ices are definitely a bright
idea. I visited several Internet
rooms. They cost around
one pound, or $1.63 US
money, for fifteen minutes.
Anything after fifteen min-

The Tower of London.

The golden lion statue inside the

utes was seven pence or
eleven cents in US money.
Other places varied in price.
What I found cool was a
recreational bowling alley
running a promotion of free
Internet access. I made this
my 'E.T. phone home'
friend. It was lovely,
although the keyboards are
slightly different, and my
fingers were slightly lethar-
gic with adjusting to the
change. Cafevs are sprin-
kled through London,
including the mall.

London is wonderful for
studying international media.
It is definitely another

Robert Ramos / staff photographer
Tower of London.

world! I have never experi-
enced anything in my life of
this magnitude, with the
tours, to the BBC television
and world, a live radio
show, and the opportunity
to talk with experts in the
business and hear them
share their insights.

The trip was exhilarating,
thought provoking, full of
new concepts and ideas. It
challenged my view of the
media in the world and how
other countries use and
operate their media. This
expenditure was well worth
the seven and half-hours
over the Atlantic. Cheers!
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eBAUM'S WORLD vs. MEDIA GIANT
BY CO-EDITOR

JESSICA GASPAR

Eric Bauman, a 23-year-old com-
puter science major at Monroe
Community College, may soon be in
litigation against the media conglom-
erate, Viacom.

Several months ago, Bauman post-
ed celebrity soundboards of Judge
Judy, Dr. Phil, Howard Stern, and Tim
Meadows on his personal Web site,
ebaumsworld.com. Bauman has used
the parodies in prank telephone calls.

On November 13, 2002, Viacom
demanded that the Web site pioneer
take the images and soundboards off
the site. Viacom accuses Bauman of
violating publicity, privacy, copyright
and trademark laws, and of conduct-
ing unfair trade practices and compe-
tition.

After consulting a lawyer and per-
forming some of his own research on
the matter, Bauman has decided to
leave the material on his website. "I
am well within my rights," he says.
The parodies on his site have become
very popular and that is another rea-
son he chooses to keep them posted.

Bauman replied to Viacom's letter
on Nov. 18, informing them that the
parodies would remain on the site. In
his reply, Bauman stated that "the

people that I use as a parody on my
site are public figures and should have
no reasonable expectation of privacy
that an ordinary person would have."

After Bauman sent his reply, he did
not hear from Viacom until he con-
tacted them in mid-December.
"They're sticking by their guns," he
says. They want the material off his
site. According to Viacom, Judge Judy
and Dr. Phil personally want the mate-
rial taken down.

Bauman believes that Viacom is
making a big of a deal out of this
when it's really not. "I think the par-
ties involved are taking it personally.
They're forgetting to realize that
they're public figures."

Bauman says he does not feel
threatened by Viacom. "If I felt threat-
ened, I would take the material down,"
he asserts. He also made note that the
"copyright infringement issue is just
one of those things where there is no
solid conclusion; there's a lot of gray
area and a lot of technicalities
involved."

Since being ordered by Viacom to
"cease-and-desist," Bauman's site
has gained national as well as
international attention. A forum on
another popular website reveals
fans from California and the
United Kingdom are also fighting for

ebaumsworld.com to keep the paro-
dies and soundboards available to the
masses.

Although Bauman feels that he's in
the right, he expects that Viacom may
take legal action. "I think I have a
solid case," he says. He is prepared to
put up a fight. So far, he has received
about $1,000 in aid from people who
visit his site. He will need approxi-
mately $10,000 to fight a lawsuit.

"The money still trickles in," he
says. "More may come with a law-
suit." Some people are still skeptical
about the matter. "I feel grateful that
people are supporting me," he states.

If the case does go to court and
Bauman loses, he will have to take the
parodies and soundboards down.
However, if he wins, he will be able to
"keep the material the way it was
intended to be," he says. However, the
outcome of the case will depend
greatly on Bauman's funding.

The purpose of the site is to "light-
en the world with humor," Bauman
says. The site was founded in 1999.
Since then, it has grown and now
receives approximately 100,000 hits
per day.

For more information on the dis-
pute with Viacom, or to help support
Eric Bauman's cause, please visit
www.ebaumsworld.com.

STUDENT LEADERS AT THE WINTER RETREAT
BY STAFF WRITER
VASILIY BAZIUK

On Wednesday, January
15, MCC's Student Center
held its annual Student
Leader Winter Retreat at
the Holiday Inn - Airport.
Student leaders met with
other student leaders, as
well as faculty and staff
from both the Brighton and
the Damon City campuses.
The retreat focused on help-
ing student leaders renew
energy, improve creative
thinking, set goals and
strategies to pursue goals to
fruition, and develop con-
flict resolution skills.

In the morning, national-
ly recognized motivational
humorist, creator of Crack-
A-Smile seminars, and
MCC graduate, Yvonne
Conte conducted a work-
shop in "Power Thinking."
Conte stressed that the
mind is a powerful tool.
Those who can imagine and
visualize their ideal life and
goals are more likely to
achieve them. They will at
least take steps in the right
direction.

Conte encouraged stu-
dents to develop skills in
creative thinking. She con-
ducted creative thinking

VASILIY BAZIUK / staff photographer

exercises with a balloon
demonstration and later
with a tea bag exercise.
During the balloon demon-
stration, Conte instructed
student volunteers to begin
by keeping a balloon in the
air any way they liked.
Then, she instructed the
volunteers to do the same
thing without using any
body parts. The most suc-
cessful volunteer chose to
keep her balloon airborne
by blowing on it.

With the tea bag exercise,
student teams created lists
of as many different uses
for a tea bag that they could
devise. Student lists includ-
ed standard uses such as hot
and cold tea, but also
included such innovative
ideas as padding, a Barbie
doll pillow, a baby mobile

and even a vacuum cleaner
bag. The purpose of both
exercises was to encourage
students to break out of
their narrow and systematic
modes of thinking, seeing
balloons and tea bags in a
whole new light.

Kenneth "Tiny" Glover, a
local comedian and moti-
vational speaker, conduct-
ed the afternoon seminar
on conflict resolution.
Formerly with the Rochester
City Schools as an advocate
for at-risk students, Glover
brought a wealth of practi-
cal experience to his pres-
entation. Coupled with a
sense of humor that spared
no one (including himself),
Glover's presentation capped
the retreat. He discussed
conflict resolution by first
explaining the physiologi-

cal phases that a person
may experience when deal-
ing with a conflict. When
we are angry, says Glover,
our critical thinking may
become clouded and we
may see only one solution
to a conflict when there are
many. Glover emphasized
the importance of setting
aside emotion to examine
multiple solutions to a
problem.

Glover discussed the four
major styles of conflict res-
olution, only one of which
may successfully solve
problems. Those who col-
laborate and communicate
can most successfully
resolve conflict with others.
Those who avoid, compete
or accommodate (always I
give in) are less likely to
achieve optimum success
in conflict resolution.
Exercises in persuasion and
active listening helped to
emphasize Glover's points.

Both Conte and Glover
live in the Rochester area.
Conte will return to campus
in February to lecture to the
entire MCC community.
For more information, con-
tact the Student Activities |
Office.
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Support For The Icemen
BY STAFF WRITER

ASHLEE WOODRUFF

Geordie Robertson, coach of the
MCC hockey team, pushes his play-
ers to the limit. Jari Straka, #7, says
Coach Robertson was one of the rea-
sons he came to MCC from
Slovakia. Robertson shares his expe-
riences of playing for the Rochester
Americans and also the Buffalo
Sabres. Joey Connolly agrees
that Coach Robertson brings a lot
to the team by playing ten years of
professional hockey.

The hockey team is beginning
their fourth season. In 2001, the
team went to Reginals. Last season
the team went to Nationals and are
currently 7-3-1. "We keep progress-
ing," says Joey Connolly, #24.
Connolly is Captain of the team,
along with Chris Love, Ben Laing,

and Adam Sylvester as assistant cap-
tains. They motivate all the players
during the games.

"We try to keep everything on a
positive aspect and keep in mind
that we want to win Nationals!"
Connolly says. These guys are defi-
nitely a stronger and more dedicated
team this year. That is why they
need a bigger fan base. The team has
strong support from fellow athletes,
but not many other students. "The
more fan support we have at our
games, the more enjoyable the expe-
riences are," says Jari.

If you like hockey and do not
have money to spend, then go to the
ESL Center to see the hockey team
in action. It's fun and it's free!

For more information, please visit
the athletics page at www.mon-
roecc.edu.

ASHLEE WOODRUFF / staff photographer
Joey Connolly (24) faces off against Broome's Bobby Glade (10).

The People We Call "Teachers"
By Janet B. Klingler

Where would any one of us go if
we wanted to learn about some-
thing but had no one to turn to?
The Internet provides information,
but can the Internet give us person-
al feedback? Books can also lend
knowledge, but what if we don't
understand what we read? The
book cannot interpret itself for us.
Can a book or the Internet give
praise, support and constructive
criticism? Can they tell a story or
give an example from their own
experience that will help someone
apply a concept? No, because they
are merely tools that we use to
help us learn. Unless we have
teachers to show us how to use
them as resources, we may not
learn from them.

Teachers fill in the blanks for us
and teach us the gray matter, so we
don't see things as just black or
white. They give us the opportuni-
ty to see issues and objects from
other perspectives. Since obtaining
an understanding of art history, I
can never look upon art in the
same way. I now think about what
an artist may be attempting to
express. I now have an apprecia-
tion for the painstaking work that
artists over the centuries have
endured to create masterpieces.

Even though I studied pictures
in my text, my teacher taught me
the particular techniques each
artist used and why. She would

talk about each artist as a person,
and bring that artist alive for us.
She taught her students through
slides of her travels. Through
slides, she took us to cathedrals in
Rome and England, allowing us to
envision, study and remember the
details of their unique architecture.
I will still recognize an Ionic col-
umn with a fluted capital ten years
from now!

I never knew how difficult it
would be to stand in front of a
group of people and give a speech
until I took a course in Public
Speaking. I now know the impor-
tance of eye contact and the use of
hand gestures. As well, it is equal-
ly important to know the purpose
of a speech and to whom its mes-
sage is directed. Then I learned the
best techniques to send that mes-
sage to an audience through deliv-
ery. What a great skill to possess!

Whatever goal we as students
may set out to pursue, it is essen-
tial that we appreciate and
acknowledge the great things we
can learn, and ultimately achieve,
because of our teachers. They are
the ones who lay down the founda-
tion for us to begin to develop,
pursue and reach our aspirations. It
is the knowledge, the expertise, the
dedication, the caring, the time, the
love of teaching, and the heart and
soul of the teacher that make the
difference in what we learn, and
how we learn it.

RAISE YOUR VOICE AT MCC
A Campus Compact Initiative

February 10-14, 2003

February 10th: Stop the Violence Debate
Global Union Model United Nations

12PM-1PM at the Brick Lounge

February 11th: Parking on Campus Debate
Student Government Association

2:15PM at the Brick Lounge

February 12th: Healthy Choices
Peer Assistance Resource Center

Time: 12PM-1PM
Location: 8-300

February 13th: Leadership Rochester
Ride-Alongs With the Monroe County Sheriff's Department /

Rochester Police Department.

February 14th: Joint Meeting with the Adult
Leadership Rochester Program at the City Jail

www.actionforchange.org
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Blind Identity played a one hour set at MCC's theatre on Monday January 27,
2003. Above: Singer Jae Ralph.

The performance by the local band Blind Identity was brought to MCC, as always, by the
Campus Activities Board. Above: Bassist Brian Westman.

THE

RHYTHM
OF A NEW \

SEMESTER
PHOTOS BY

ASHLEE WOODRUFF

Houston Astro's pitcher, Tim Redding throws a few hot ones to the play-
ers on the MCC's Tribune baseball team. Redding was one of the pro
athletes at this years Sports Card Show held at the MCC gym on
Saturday, January 25.

MCC's Peer Mentor Sidoney Wilson shows a new student how to reach his next class during the
first week of classes.




