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One More Issue...
The Monroe Doctrine has

one issue remaining this semes-
ter. This is your last chance to
get your point across, and

' views printed in the newspaper.
We are also currently in the

process of accepting applica-
tions for all editorial and staff
positions for next fall.

Not only is the newspaper a
great and benefitial experience,
but you can get several credits
as well.

Also, the Monroe Doctrine
annually sends approximately
10 students to New York City
to attend a college media con-
ference.

If the above sounds good, it
gets better. In addition, music
critics receive for review free
CD's, movie critics receive free
sneak preview passes, and the
Sports department receives
passes to all major sporting
events (including playoffs) in
Rochester!

Don't wait another day! Stop
by the Monroe Doctrine, 3-109
or give us a call at 292-2539.
You can also call advisor Tho-
mas Proietti at 292-3395 for
more information.

Join the winning team, and
help us make the paper better
than ever.

Thanks for
supporting
this year's
staff!

INSIDE
News

Entertainment

1-4
5-8

Opinion 9-10

Arts

Sports llb-12
Look for more changes in the

Monroe Doctrine
in the next few weeks.

The Monroe
Doctrine is printed
on recycled paper
and is recyclable in
Monroe County.m

MCC's President of 16 Years Calls it Quits
Peter A. Spina to Retire in August of 1999

by Christopher Herman
Editor-in-Chief

Students, faculty, and friends
gathered in the Advising Center
last Thursday as President Peter
A. Spina announced his plans to
retire as MCC President, effec-
tive on the expiration of his con-
tract, August 31, 1999.

Robert N. Latella, chairman of
MCC's board of trustees, stated
that the "formidable legacy that
Spina established... and, leaving
on top of his career" gave him
mixed emotions. "Peter will be
a hard act to follow" he said.
"Thank you on behalf of the
trustees."

During a press-conference,
Spina told reporters and the
MCC community alike that this
is "the perfect time" to retire.
"MCC is operating under a vi-
sionary and transformational
strategic plan complemented by
a far-reaching technology plan
for the future" said MCC's third
president in its 37-year-history.
He added, "Enrollments are near
an all-time high. Our relations
with our sponsor, Monroe
County, are very good and we
are developing new partnerships
with the County."

Spina also spoke highly of the
MCC Foundation, "MCC contin-
ues to rank among the premier
community colleges in America
and the college's fund-raising
arm, the MCC Foundation, is
recognized among the highest
echelon in community college

'Thank you on behalf of the trustees"
- Robert N. Latella, chairman of MCC's board of trustees

resource development circles.
Although he will retire next

August, Spina made it clear that
he will not "retire until he re-
tires." He stated that he enter-
tained the idea of retiring a year
ago, but felt that to be counter-
productive for reasons includ-
ing: lobbying for state aid (busi-
ness courses), ensuring the sue-

(1981-82- 1997-98), the college
has grown in size (students:
12,242(1981)- 17,336(1998)),
service and reputation. Today,
MCC also has two campuses
with the opening of Damon in
1992, one'of Spina's career high-
lights, and is also recognized as
one of the top community col-
leges in the United Stated and

President Peter A. Spina, pictured above, announces his retirement (August 31, 1999)
as his wife Kim looks on. photo by Andrew Smith

cess of the Damon City Campus,
and an up-coming "major fund-
raiser," not yet revealed.

Under Spina's leadership

Canada.
During Spina's tenure, new

programs have consistently been
added, and the number of degree

and certificate programs
doubled. Some of these additions
include offerings in tooling and
machining, computer informa-
tion systems, performing arts,
and travel and tourism. Another
career highlight, according to
Spina, was the addition of the
"2+2 Program," that teams up
with 25+ area colleges.

"It was great being here,"
Spina said, "and it will be great
leaving." Spina has no plans of

relocation, and
says that he will
enjoy playing
golf, relearning
Italian, playing
the piano, and
working on his
30-acre farm, a
task he says be-
gins at 6:00 a.m.
feeding his 40+
animals.

M e a n w h i l e ,
the search for
MCC's next
president is cur-
rently underway.
According to col-
lege officials, a
search committee
should be in
place by the sum-
me-. A search
firm will also be

hired to assist the committee.
Spina added that he will not at
all influence the search or poten-
tial successors.

Mercer News
by Ashley Chase

Arts Editor

The Multi- Media madness con-
tinues at the Mercer gallery. It was
an exciting week. This exhibit fea-
tured the work of several contrib-
uting faculty members and friends.
Artists, Stewart Larson and John
Consigli presented an Artists Talk
regarding their multi-media pieces.
Consigli used the unchanging tele-
vision screen to express themes of
social alienation and explore ques-
tions of art in the technological
age. Larson was generous in shar-
ing the fact that a break up in a
personal relationship was the in-
spiration for his body of work en-
titled " LUCKY" which included
physical work, video, and multi-
media computer. He spoke about

attaching or assigning personal
feelings to inanimate objects. In
breaking or fragmenting these ob-
jects in the process of working
through his pain, he came to see
these ordinary objects and his per-
sonal feelings in every possible
light. He provided fortune cook-
ies for viewers to
contemplate their
own luck. Profes-
sor Karen
Sardisco created a
computer piece
called " Anima
(the breath of life)
" that incorpo-
rated her own
drawings and
paintings with a
beautiful piece of
music which was

accompanied by three works of
computer generated art. Fine Arts
students were impressed to see
new possibilities in presenting
their art work. Anne Curran con-
tributed a double piece of video
work entitled" Inside - Out." The
new Apple G-3 computer was an
exciting way to access multi-me-
dia pieces for the students. Among
the choices was a chilling multi-

media piece called " Rape "which
was created by a student from an-
other college who actually had this
experience. It was a brave and
strong offering on her part. It had

Cont'd' onpg4

Student Language Contributors to the work
"Intersection"
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Com 151 Students Get Their Feet Wet
Journalism II Participates in Press Conference

photos bv
Andy Smith,
Photo
Editor

Student Journalists from Thomas ProiettVs Advanced Journalism Class
by Pepper-Marie Russell

Associate Editor

Professor Thomas P. Proietti and
his Com. 151 students attended a
press conference in the Advising
Center on Thursday, April 30.

The conference, held at 10:00
AM, was called by MCC Presi-
dent, Peter Spina to announce his

intention to retire in August, 1999.
The communications students

were able to observe President
Spina addressing the press and also
the media's participation in ques-
tioning Spina. Some students took
part in the questioning. Sarah
Kuhn, Copy Editor of the Monroe
Doctrine asked what Spina's plans
were for after retirement, Spina

answered, "I'm going to think
about retirement after I retire."

Professor Proietti is known for
getting his students involved with
the media by using sources other
than just textbooks. He stated, "It
was a great opportunity for student
journalists to see what a real press
conference was like."

Linda Gebhardt is MCC's Pub-

licity Coordinator. She has teamed
with Proietti as Instructor of Com.
151. Gebhardt also felt that the
conference was an educational
opportunity and adds, "I felt that
the students were very interested
in what President Spina had to
say."

Journalism II (Com. 151) is an
advanced course in journalistic

writing and editing. This Spring
was the first time this course has
been offered since 1987. The class
also includes readings, discussions
and workshops in the theories and
practices of journalism. Com. 151
will not be offered again until
Spring 1999 and requires a pre-req-
uisition from the instructor.

nters, Pag
3 Room 109

ATTENTION BUSINESS and MARKETING
STUDENTS: The Monroe Doctrine is
currently accepting applications for
Business and Advertising Managers.

Excellent opportunity - Looks great on a
resume. Apply in the office of the Monroe

Doctrine.

Graduation Announcements
on sale now

$1.00 each

u\t the Bookstore"

1000 East Henr ie t t a Rd. Rochester, NY 14623
Edi tor in Chief: 292-2539
N e w s Room: 292-2540

Bus ines s /Adve r t i s i ng : 292-2492

The Monroe Doctrine On Line Version Can Be Found At:
www.monroedoctrine.org

E-mail Us: mondoc@mccvm.is.monroecc.edu

Editor in Chief: Christopher Herman
Associate Editor: Pepper-Marie Russell
Business Manager Lorraine Bartell
Production Manager: Michael R. Dewey
On Line Editor Wendy Thomas
Opinion Editor: Tina Visalli
Entertainment Editor: Keith Walther
Sports Editor. Alan Nudd
Copy Editor: Sarah Kuhn
Photo Editor Andrew Smith
Contributing Editor: Charles F. Burm
Arts Editor Ashley Chase
Cabbages and Kings:
Edward M, McCarthy
Distribution Manager: Donald Sollinger
Artist: Bryan Simpson

Music Critics:
Paul O'Neill, Julio Jordan
Staff Writers: Tanesha James
JenniferDiBella, Justin Holt, Matt
Meddaugh, Jaman Welch, Matt
Hobbs, Sonia Calloway
Staff Photographers:
Ken Crandall, Sarah Grzywna,
Mary Ann DiLuccio
Production Assistants:
Colleen Cook, Tim Runyan
Advisors: Tom Proietti, Doug Brown,
Linda Gebhardt
Student Center Advertising
Consultant: Joyce Medwin

SUBMISSION INFORMATION

T he Monroe Doctrine accepts for consideration for publication, articles, letters of opinion,
photographs and pieces of art by any current student, faculty or member of the MCC
community.

If you have something that you would like submit, you should direct it to the attention of the
appropriate section editor and either put it in campus mail, address it to the Monroe Doctrine,
E-mail it or drop it in the box near the MD door.
Please be sure to include your name and phone number at which you can be reached on all
submissions, so that it can be verified.

The opinions expressed in the Monroe Doctrine do not necessarily reflect those of the Monroe

Doctrine, the student body, Administration or the faculty of MCC.
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Students give their critiques of the Press Conference
by Donald Wrighl

Sitting in a deep blue,
crgomatically correct office chair
with five offset legs balanced on
casters radiating from a pneumatic
cylinder, I found myself awaiting
the presence of "the man." This
scene happened at a Monroe Com-
munity College press conference.
This was the first time ever that 1
had been given the privilege to at-
tend such an event.

While feeling sad over the
sparse attendance (there should not
be a place to sit for last minute in-
vites) I glanced through the north
windows and noticed Dr. Peter A.
Spina coming down the hall with
a very youthful bounce in his step.
He quickly entered the room but
immediately gave off the presence
of someone who is definitely off
his normal turf. He appeared like
an easygoing, relaxed but away
from home executive and he
should have. Announcing retire-
ment is not part of anyone's nor-
mal routine. Timidity should be a
factor however anxiousness ex-
uded from his countenance. He
immediately asked one of his
collegues if he should start this
event or if someone else was slated
for that task. I think it was fairly
obvious to him that no one else
was about to do it. This was his
moment—and his moment alone.

Dr. Spina's talk made many ref-
erences to the past sixteen years of
his tenure. He said that MCC is
"well positioned for the future"
and that MCC is "one of the finest
of community colleges." Antici-
pating any questions he offered
thoughts on his retirement with the
words "I'm going to think about
retirement when I retire."

With WXXI, R News, Channel
8, Fox and the Monroe Doctrine
in attendance this event seemed to
go well in spite of the majority of
the participants milling around
getting each other's way. The
President of the college and his
Trustees took the center stage and
made the event a wonderfully quiet
and direel happening. They were
so good in their dissemination of
information that the press was not
able to think of many questions.
The press release package was
done up in such a professional
manner that the work was done
completely for the press.

I found
myself

awaiting
the

presence
of

"the man"

by Nikki Mazzaferro

On Thursday April the 30 , at
10:00 a.m., I had the pleasure of
attending a press conference held
by the president of MCC, Peter
Spina. It was held in the study
room behind the brick lounge. It
was attended by WXXI, R News,
Channel 8, Monroe Doctrine pho-
tographers and reporters, and Tom
Proietti & Linda Gebhardt's Jour-
nalism 11 class. Speaking at the
conference was President Spina
himself. Bob Lotella (Chair of the
Board of Trustees), and Alice
Young (the former chair). Presi-
dent Spina's wife Kim was also
there to lend some moral support.

The purpose of this conference
was to announce President Spina's
retirement from MCC in August of
1999. By that time he would have
held his position for almost 18
years. This is quite an accomplish-
ment because most president's of
Community Colleges on the aver-
age only last a few years. In his 18
years with MCC, he has come to
see the college become one of the
best community colleges nation-
wide.

He chose to retire now because
he felt that most aspects of the col-
lege were functioning well. He
claimed that college enrollment is
at an all-time high, and that the
college has been developing new
partnerships with the community.
MCC has started many new pro-
grams and now awards many more
degrees than ever before. The
MCC Foundation is doing very
well with raising money and they
continue to highly support the col-
lege, is greatly needed and appre-
ciated at a time when the state con-
tinues to cut the budget.

When asked why he was wait-
ing until next year to really retire
Peter Spina replied, "We have been
trying to re-instate business train-
ing courses at MCC to further pre-
pare students for positions like
presidents and managers of corpo-
rations, but in order to do so we've
been trying to cut a deal with the
state to give more budget money
to the school. I couldn't leave un-
til I saw this project through."

Both Bob Lotella and Alice
Young spoke very highly of Presi-
dent Spina. They shared both his
accomplishments and part of his
personality with us. Lotella told us
how President Spina had always
focused on student success and he
had accomplished this through
good ties between school and the
community. Bob Lotella's speech
basically consisted of sharing
warm thoughts about a close
friend.

And the big question, What will
he do when he retires? He is mostly
unsure, but he says that one thing
is for sure- he'll be up at 6 a.m.
every morning to feed all of his
animals on the farm he and his wife
own in Mendon. President Spina
also commented on the fact that he
wished to stay involved in the col-
lege and the community, but he
does not wish to compete with the
new President..

"He does not
wish to compete

with the new
president"

by Tara Miller

Monroe Community College's
President is retiring after 16 years
in office.

Peter Spina is due to retire Au-
gust 3 1 " of 1999. Spina has pro-
vided MCC with a strong base in
the past 16 years.

Spina is confident that MCC is
running on a efficient technical
plan and enrollment is at an all
time high.

MCC also is ranked high nation-
ally among the top community
colleges.

"MCC is a vibrant and strong
institution," Spina said.

Spina has a good relationship
with the students at MCC.

"My focus has always been on
the students," Spina said, "in these
past years the student success rate
has improved greatly."

As far a Spina's retirement, he
has not thought much about what
he plans to do with his time.

Spina's retirement as President
is not going to end his involvement
with MCC.

"I want to keep my ties here at
[MCC]," Spina said, " I plan to as-
sist in fundraising for the college
and possibility be on the Board of
Directors."

Spina spoke with his wife Kim
by his side. Both are heavily in-
volved in the welfare of MCC and
they will remain a part of MCC for
many years to come.

" MCC has a lot of strong and
strict signs that the new presidenl
will inherit, " Spina said.

"Spina has a good
relationship with the

students at MCC"

Need help with

writer's
block ?

check out

writing

11-208
292-3360
hours:
Monday-Thursday 9-7
Friday 9-4We Provide:

-convenient walk-in service.
-help to get you started.
-thoughtful suggestions.
-assistance in shaping your ideas.
-help with grammatical concerns.
-resource materials and helpful writing tips.

W 0 W i l l X I © l p you set goals, break barriers,

and reach your writing potential.

An Optimal Location
For Optical Careers

Coherent's Auburn facility offers high-tech challenges with all of the benefits
of a large corporation while maintaining the feel and intimacy of a small
company. Our Aubum Group is located in the beautiful Sierra Foothills of
Northern California, an ideal location to live and work. We have the following
job opportunities available for:

Entry Level Optical Technicians
Entry Level Optical Technicians will be familiar with curved/radius, precision
visible or infrared optics. The qualified individuals should have some knowledge
of high level blocking, grinding and polishing processes.

Optical Technicians
A minimum of 3-5 years experience with curved/radius, precision visible or
infrared optics is required of all qualified Optical Technicians. Individuals
must have high level blocking, grinding and polishing skills.

Coherent is a rapidly growing company that truly values their employees.
We offer competitive wages and benefits package including opportunities
for advancement.

We Will Be In The Rochester Area On
May 3rd And May 4th

Call Today To Set Up An Interview

To become a member of our team, please call Barbara Roberts-DeHart at
(530) 888-5169 to secure your interview time. More information on our
company is available on our website at www.cohr.com. Coherent is an
equal opportunity employer.

COHEREiTn
HUBURH GROUP
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Bet You Didn't Know

by Karen Izhinski
Contributing Writer

Ever wonder why you can re-
member an entire conversation but
forget to do your homework?
Wilder Penfield, a Canadian neu-
rosurgeon, thought a lot about how
humans recall the past. He became
so intrigued that most of his re-
search was designed to test his
theories on the subject.

Some people keep torn and tat-
tered pictures of their families and
friends. For some reason, the
ragged appearance does not bother
them. Why? It seems that if your
memory is in tact, one missing por-
tion of the picture is worth a thou-
sand other pieces of the picture. In
other words, we replace what is

Memorize This

missing with what we know.
In biopsychology, this is known

as the completion phenomenon.
The brain provides fill-ins for the
visual system's blind spots. Our
eyes may be the tool (human organ)
we use to facilitate vision but it is
the brain that actually "sees." So,
how do we remember the pieces of
the picture that aren't there?

Penfield offers an unusual expla-
nation about how memory location
works in the brain. While perform-
ing surgery on fully conscious epi-
leptic patients (the brain does not
experience pain directly), Penfield
stimulated the temporal lobes (lo-
cated behind the temples). Patients
began to recall memories from their
past. No big surprise, but when they
repeated conversations in their en-

tirety Penfield was fascinated.
When he told patients that he was
about to stimulate a different area
of the brain, but excited the same
region, the patients recalled the
same memory. These people
were reliving their memories.

Penfield documented his find-
ings in his book The Mysteries
of the Mind. His work made it
clear that we have the capacity
to remember everything we ex-
perience.

The next time you think you
forgot to do an assignment-think
wrong.

Note: Penfleld's work was
later criticized when his findings
could not be duplicated on non-
epileptic patients.

Mercer News continued from page 1
a tremendous

impact on all
who saw it and
it was suggested
by viewers that
this work might
serve as a sensi-
tive therapeutic
or training de-
vice for Rape
Crisis Centers.
P r o f e s s o r ' s
Kathleen Farrell
and Brad Pease
offered a look at
the new millen-
nium. Pease
created an inter-
esting work entitled " Naked Man"
based on the issue of how we per-
ceive the marks left on our bodies
by time and the stories that they
tell. Pease explores scars and
marks created by others, ourselves
and nature. He looks at this as a
work in progress. Professor

Stewart Larson (right) and friend contemplate their "Luck

Cathryn Smith offered us a unique
way to experience poetry using a
lap top computer to create a mov-
ing work entitled " Cage ." The
large work entitled "Intersection "
by Professor Richard Metzgar was
a collaboration of various faculty
members and students from differ-

ent walks of the
campus. Metzgar
was interested in
making a " physi-
cal intersection."
This project con-
sidered how form
occupies space
and the idea of sus-
pension or" float-
ing ." The audio
content in several
different lan-
guages was left up
to the contributors.
This work gener-
ated a lot of inter-
est. Instead of the

usual black book, viewers were en-
couraged to leave comments on the
computer. This show generated
dialogue far beyond the gallery and
it left everyone with a multitude
of ideas to explore in their own
work.

What Those Who Knew Him Had to Say...
compiled by Christopher Herman

Editor-in-Chief

"We told Peter when he came that this was a good college, but now we
wanted to put it on the map and that is exactly what he did." - Dr. Alice
H. Young, Former Chair (1978-1998), MCC Board of Trustees

"Peter Spina's dedication, leadership and accomplishments at Monroe
Community College rank him as one of America's best educators, and his
contributions to higher education have benefited not only Monroe County,
but all New York. ...His gift for innovation and his ability to achieve high
goals set him apart; he will be sorely missed and I wish him the best. His
vision and energy truly make Peter Spina the embodiment of the State
University's fiftieth anniversary motto: Service, Pride and Excellence."
- Dr. John W. Ryan, Chancellor, State University of New York

"...Peter Spina's legacy will include the partnerships he has established
and the individuals throughout this community who have benefited from
them." - Jack Doyle, Monroe County Executive

"Peter is a class act. He combines an elegant sense of style with an
enlightened common sense to herd problems through institutional and
legislative pastures. He will be greatly missed, not only in New York, but
throughout the nation as one of the outstanding community college lead-
ers of the past two decades." - Terry O'Banion, President and Chief
Executive Officer, League for Innovation in the Community College

"... He'd meet with anyone, take on any question. If he didn't have the
answer, he'd get it. His style of leadership strengthened MCC and the
community of Monroe immeasurably." - Lucien Morin, Former Mon-
roe County Manager

"... Peter leaves Monroe Community College a financially stronger,
more responsive and academically challenging institution. We at Bausch
& Lomb feel honored to have worked with Peter in making Monroe Com-
munity College such a marvelous example of education in action. While
we will miss him, we know that Peter leaves a legacy that will provide
the foundation for MCCs academic growth well into the next century." -
James J. Ward, Vice President, Planning & Audit, Chair-elect, MCC
Foundation Vice President, Re-engineering Initiatives Bausch &
Lomb

"... Dr. Spina's life and career are characterized by the highest level of
leadership and commitment. Our community is greatly enriched by his
dedication. We are grateful that he has spent many years of his outstand-
ing career in Rochester." - Thomas T. Mooney, President, Greater
Rochester Metro Chamber of Commerce

"Dr. Spina's contributions to all types of institutions of higher educa-
tion through his work with the Middle States Commission on Higher Edu-
cation has been creative, continuous, and invaluable. Dr. Spina has al-
ways brought warmth as well as wisdom to his work with the Commis-
sion." - Jean Avnet Morse, Executive Director, Commission on Higher
Education, Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools

Do you want to make a difference?

Perform Community Service

"Learn While You Serve"

and
Earn 3 College Credits

C E L - 1 0 0 COURSE WILL MEET SOCIAL SCIENCE ELECTIVE
OR GENERAL ELECTIVE COURSE REQUIREMENTS.

Volunteer with Community Agencies
135 hours (approx. 9 hours per week)
Includes 8 bi-weekly class seminars

Help Solve Community Problems
(Human, Educational, Environmental, Public Safety)

For Fall Semester 1998

To register for this class:

CEL 1OO - OO1 (Brighton)
Clause meat Fridays 1-2:30 p.m.

(bi-weekly)

CEL 100 - CC1 (Damon)
Classes meet Mondays 2-3:30 p.i

(bi-weekly)

For more information contact the Student Center Office 292-2532
nr rh#- Rvnrriential T.ramine Office 292-3220

Monroe Community
College

PHI THETA KAPPA
FAMILY BOWL-A-THON

Join us for 3 Games of
Bowling

Saturday, May 9th
Terrace Garden Lanes

11:30 am - 3:00 pm

ALL AGES WELCOME!
$3.00 per Bowler

Plus PLEDGES

Please call 292-2567 for
pledge sheets and to mm*
reserve your place in

the
Bowl-A-Tho

Proceeds to benefit Kappa
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Gwyneth Paltrow Is Caught
Between"Sliding Doors"

by Keith Walther
Chief Movie Critic

What if the smallest event dur-
ing the course of a day is altered,
completely changing your life?
Director/screenwriter Peter Howitt
utilizes this idea to make "Sliding
Doors" an interestingly creative
movie. This unique plot manages
to hold audiences captive by turn-
ing imagination into reality.

Everything seems to be going
just right for Helen (Gwyneth
Paltrow), who has a pleasing job
as a PR executive in London and
the perfect relationship with Gerry
(John Lynch). She soon realizes
that nothing in this world is per-
fect as she is fired from her job.
After missing her train home,
Helen finally returns hours later to
find Gerry in the shower.

Let's go back to the train station.
This is where we get to see how
differently things might have
turned out if Helen had made that
train. She would have met a fine

gentleman by the name of James
(John Hannah), whom she coinci-
dentally runs into time and time
again. By returning home earlier,
Helen discovers Gerry still in bed
with his ex-girlfriend Lydia
(Jeanne Tripplehorn). From here,
two alternative futures develop for
Helen, one with her betraying boy-
friend and the other without.

The movie flips back and forth
between each scenario, answering
the impossible what if question.
No matter how different the two
lives become, an inevitably fate-
ful outcome occurs to bring the
separate futures together.

It is a romantic comedy that
captures the imagination.

Gwyneth Paltrow in Peter Howitt's
SLIDING DOORS Photo by Alex Baily

Gwyneth Paltrow is absolutely
riveting in this dual role perfor-
mance. She impressively creates a

credible
image of
both a na-
ive and
vu lne r -
able girl
and a de-
c i s i v e 1 y
assertive
woman.
Paltrow
h a s
claimed
that this is
her great-
e s t
achieve-
ment as

an actress
yet, and she
couldn't be
more cor-
rect. Even
her English
accent was
impeccable.
This is
Gwyneth's
third film of
the year
with "Great
Expec t a -
tions" and
"Hush" be-
ing the

o t h e r
two.

T h e
support-
ing cast
delivers
fine per-

formances of their own, especially
John Hannah, whose first feature
film was "Four Weddings and a
Funeral." Hannah wins over the
audience with his witty humor. He
also sparks the romance between
Paltrow and himself.

Decent performances were
given by John Lynch and Jeanne
Tripplehorn. Lynch did a fine job
of giving his character the humor-
ous indecisiveness that kept him
scurrying about like a rabbit being
chased by a fox. Tripplehorn pro-
vides her character with power and
possessiveness, but lacks the ac-
cent. She will next star opposite
Hugh Grant in "Mickey Blue
Eyes."

This creative film is remarkably
Peter Howitt's directorial and

Gwyneth Paltrow with John Hannah in a scene from
Peter Howitt's Sliding Doors Photo b\ Alex Baily

screenwriting debut. England
knows him as an actor, appearing
in films like "Some Mother's Son"
and "In the Name of the Father."
He conceives of such an innova-
tive idea for a movie and makes it
into an enlightening romantic com-
edy.

Howitt utilizes some quality
filmmaking techniques to make
the transitions from one alternative
future to the other easy to follow.
Having Gwyneth Paltrow dye her
hair blonde in one role was bril-
liant on Howitt's part, because it
differentiates between the two
Helens. He does a masterful job of
pulling the two lives together by
the end to generate a meaningful
finale.

"Sliding Doors" receives a rat-
ing of &"&£"& out of a possible
five stars. This is an entertaining,
fascinating tale that is accentuated
by excellent performances from
Gwyneth Paltrow and John
Hannah. It is a romantic comedy
that captures the imagination.

Travel with PTK to ]
Washington D.C.

flHBMllll

See Holocaust Museum,
Vietnam Memorial,

Smithsonian Museum.
White House, Monuments, etc

May 27-30

Natch for details posted by
PTK's office or

call Karen ext. 3282

INTERDISCIPLINARY
PROGRAMS LEARNING

CENTER HOURS
FOR SPRING 1998

Monday - Tuesday
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Friday
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Saturdav
1 1:00 AM - 2:00 PM

*No appointment needed on Saturdays
and weekdays after 5:00 PM.

Other Reviews of
Current Releases
by Keith Walther
Chief Movie Critic

Nightwatch
Ewan McGregor

Nick Nolte
Patricia Arquettc

Josh Brolin-

Les Miserables
Liam Neeson

Geoffrey Rush
UmaThurman
Claire Danes
•A A-A-iV 1/2

The Butcher Boy
Stephen Rea

Eamonn Owens
Fiona Shaw

City of Angels
Nicholas Cage

Meg Ryan
•CrCfCtl/2

Two Girls and a Guy
Robert Downey, Jr.

Heather Graham
Natasha Gregson Wagner

Major League:
Back to the Minors

Scott Bakula
Corbin Bernsen,

Bob Uecker

The Big Hit
Mark Wahlberg

Lou Diamond Phillips
Christina Applegate

The Object of
My Affection
Jennifer Aniston,

Paul Rudd
Alan Alda

ttl/2

Species II
Michael Madsen

Natasha Henstridge
James Cromwell

E n t e r t a i n d e n t
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Ambient crossroads on decks, drums, and rock n' roll
by Paul O'Neill

Chief Music Columnist

Playing on the direction of hur-
ried evolution and the plain, dry
sarcasm woven into our struggling
personalities, Propellerheads'
debutalbum, DECKS AN DR
UMSANDROCKANDRO
L L offers a terrestrial dialect of
basic anthems and a set of scales
tilted to the presence of 007's pres-
tige. The single that struck gold for
this duo from Bath, England was
History Repeating, with a born
again, recycled participation of
Shirley Bassey, famed for singing
the theme to several James Bond
films including Goldfinger. The
jazzy quality of the song mellows
into the somber breeze of Winning
Style, a tinny drum beat accompa-
nied by high pitched keyboards.
The song develops a lounge feel
merging the elements of the first
half of the recording and the sec-
ond. A liter of Jolt cola draws the
unhealthy transition here into Bang
On.', one of those favorites that
may not amount much press but
displays sensational sass for
dancehalls. In this song, as in most
of the album, the title is reflective
on the sampling's topics.

The spoken sampling style is
comical and nonsensed mockery
of sensible adult male speeches.

The most centralized dedication
to James Bond is the modernist
and strictly instrumental approach
to the theme of On Her Majesty's

360 Degrees features legendary
collective De La Soul, and the con-
cluding You Want It Back features
the vastly ignored Jungle Brothers.

(left to right) Alex Gifford, Will White
Photo by Lee Strickland

Secret Service, the premiere Bond
film. Collaborations are not fas-
tened to Bond only, as the song

Both groups have nearly created
the field that Propellerheads have
joined, and are main career influ-

ences for them, Alex Gifford and
Will White. "What they do isn't
confrontational. It's a much
broader expression, more lyrical,
more human, and more humor-
ous." commented Alex.

History Re-
peating is cer-
tainly the most
rockabilly, con-
servative seg-
ment of the
record, manag-
ing to deliver a
valuable mes-
sage about revo-
lutions, antici-
patory weekend
hoppers, and the
lows we all
reach but often
pass onto
another's shoul-
ders. Much of
the rest has been
overlooked due
to the wide
tastes addressed. Second to the fi-
nateolDECKSANDRUMS
ANDROCKANDROLL,
the album hits full throttle as the
most functional interpretation of
007 adrenaline in Spybreak!, cur-
rently in radio rotation and cer-
tainly to increase in frequency.
Spybreak! contains the album's

cleanest, most jarring breaks to of-
fer. Experimentation is admirable,
and such artists as their guests in a
strict electronic recording is an ex-
ercise in savagery. This record is
the fulfillment of Alex and Will's

dream projects, most tracks re-
corded in different studios. And
whether sales charts reflect the ac-
ceptance of artists or not, facts can-
not be altered. The guests on this
record admire Propellerheads, and
are worth more than equal. Alex
and Will are the DJ's, they're the
rappers.

BASIC Presents:

\ % I /

-

\

FREE FOOD & SODA!!!

Music, Skits, and More!!

Wednesday, May 6

10 am- 2pm

Outside Behind Building 11

ROCHESTER

AMERICORPS
GETTING THINGS DONE

Are you...

• motivated to provide service to our
community?

• in need of financial help with college
tuition expenses or paying back
student loans?

• interested in receiving hands-on
experience before entering the job
market?

Rochester AmeriCorps, a national service initiative signed into law by
President Clinton in 1993, is currently recruiting new members for
next year's program which will begin on September 14,1998. Our
members are placed in a variety of local organizations, carrying out

activities in the areas of violence prevention, education, youth
development, recreation, and community organizing.

In exchange for a full-time, one year service
commitment, members receive a living allowance,

individual health care coverage and child care subsidy,
if eligible, and an education award of $4,725 upon

completion of program requirements.

For more information, please call 262-1778
Rochester AmeriCorps 228 E. Main St. Rm. 4081 Rochester, NY 14604

[ENTERTAINMENT
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Digital Frontiers Firecracker
bv Krislen Moore

Contributing Writer

As the millennium ap-
proaches, many individuals arc
wondering how life on Earth will
change. Digital Frontiers, an ex-
hibit at the George Eastman
House, presents the capabilities of
digital printmaking and its impor-
tance in the future of art. Nash
Editions estab-
lished in 1991
by Graham
Nash and Mac
Holbert, has at-
tracted many
artists interested
in expanding the
realm of digital
arts. The George
E a s t m a n
House's Curator
of Photography,
T h e r e s e
Mulligan, wrote
about the prints
featured in this
exhibit: "Taken
as a whole, these
artists and their
work point to

photography's versatility and its
ability to constantly reinvent itself
for a digital future that is as inevi-
table as it is unknown."

The Iris printer is what makes
this revolutionary art possible.
Images are scanned and translated
by software into digital language
the Iris printer, a digital ink printer,
can read. The image can be viewed
on a screen and manipulated be-
fore printing. When it is finally
time to print, ink is sprayed on
paper (or fabric, vinyl or metal) at
85 miles per hour in micron sized
droplets at the rate of 4-5 million
droplets a second. The Iris printer
sprays 32 droplets of ink in vary-
ing combinations of color to repli-
cate the photographer's creation.

The works featured in the Digi-

tal Frontiers exhibit illustrate the
vast array of possibilities this new
technology allows. Graham Nash
included a print titled Self Portrait,
Plaza. An image of Nash holding
a pencil between his teeth lies in
the background. Nash's reflection
fills the foreground. He looks into
the eyes of the viewer creating a
most disturbing effect. The viewer
is also confused, how did they do

that? Did they magnify his face
and place it in the mirror? The pos-
sibilities are endless.

Carol Flax also left the viewer
disturbed. Memories #1 stirred
sympathy within the viewer. She
stacked pictures of men marching
to war and a family portrait on top
of files. At the top of the files she
wrote, "These records are perma-
nently sealed." She then placed a
statement over the family portrait
that read, "They chose to adopt a
state of denial that I would need to
know who I am." At the bottom of
the files she wrote, "Those memo-
ries arc permanently lost." The
combination of image and text
communicated more than either
could have done alone.

Joyce Neimanas created Sec-

onds. The print shows a photo-
graph of someone tickling a foot,
a clock on which 10 seconds have
passed, seven small oval shapes
cut in half, a cartoon of two people
kissing, and what appears to be the
head of Bruce Willis. What is she
trying to express? As strange as
this collection of things may be,
the combination of different forms
of art and the quality of images

make this
print strik-
ing.

D a v i d
Hockney's
combina-
tion of pho-
tography
and paint-
ing was diz-
zying in
The Studio.
A painting
r e s t s
against a
wall in the
b a c k -
g r o u n d ,
while an-
other paint-
ing rests on

an easel in the foreground. One
must struggle to determine what
has dimension and what is flat.

The work on display in Digital
Frontiers is diverse. From amaz-
ing to strange, from beautiful to
ugly, and moving to obnoxious it
represents a future filled with pos-
sibilities and excitement. If you are
interested in ideas, technology, or
beauty, this exhibit is a must see.

by Steven Ralg
Contributing Writer

Like a 4th of July display. Lisa
Loeb's Firecracker explodes onto
record shelves with a muriad of
sounds. When Lisa burst onto the
scene with her #1 hit "Stay (I
Missed You)" in 1993, she became
the first artist to do so without be-
ing signed to a record contract.
Since then, she has two albums
under her tortoise-shelled glasses.
Her 1995 debut album, Tails, went
gold with its acoustic clarity that
has become Loeb's trademark
sound. Her second studio effort,
Firecracker, does more than
sparkle and fade as it shows that
both Lisa and her music have ma-
tured over time. Her music tran-
scends time as she combines the
folk of Joan Baez with the rock of
Sheryl Crow. Her sweet fairly-like
voice wraps itself around her lyr-
ics, disguising the sometimes
harsh message of the song (like a
fog that hid the iceberg from the
Titanic).

Like a modem day folk trouba-
dour, Lisa's album provides insight
into her life because she sings from
the heart (which is pinned on her
sleeve as she plays). It combines
songs from her Brown University
days ("This", "Furious Rose")
with recent ones ("Jake", I Do")
to paint a musical Van Gogh mu-
ral of her life experiences. Rang-
ing from the universal (and ever
popular) theme of love on the aptly
named song "Falling in Love" to

the un-conventional world of
Freudian psychoanalysis on "Fu-
rious Rose", Lisa's music retains
an innocence that could only be
associated to this pseudo-girl next
door. In a music industry filled
with Marilyn Manson, the Insane
Clown Posse and Snoop Doggy
Dogg, innocence is as rare as a
male Leonardo DiCaprio fan.

Firecracker is a solid listen from
the first time the fuse is lit with the
hit single "I Do" to the grand fi-
nale with the title song "Fire-
cracker." It is her coffee shop
poet's lyrics (reminiscent of
Dylan) and folky pop feeling that
allow the listener to see Lisa's
world through her rose colored tor-
toise shelled glasses. But not all of
her songs arc straight from the
pages of Pop Folk Songs 101. She
incorporates other genres of mu-
sic and blends them into her work
like a musical fruit salad. One of
her ballads called '"Falling in
Love" has a country sound and
shuffle to it that would make Garth
Brooks proud, and it, like many
other of her songs are backed by
an orchestral arrangement. Be-
cause Lisa lists Jimi Hendrix as
one of her primary influences, like-
nesses of his style can be heard on
songs Eke "This" and "Split Sec-
ond."
• Lisa Loeb's soothing melodies

and hypnotically whispy singing
provide her album with an origi-
nal yet familiar sound. Handle
Firecracker with care because it
might just blow your mind.

Papers Need
Proofing Reading?

Come to the WRITING CENTER:
11-208

Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Friday
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

No Appointment Necessary!

LACK STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
PRESENTS

ARLEM CULTURE

TOUR TO

NEW YORK CITY

Travel Date: June 5th - 7t

$100.00

See your BSA representative now or Sign up at the
Student Center Desk today!

* piack Students Association meets eve
Wednesday

in Building 11-300

ENTERTAINMENT
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E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Spike Lee Shoots a Brick with

"He Got Game"
by Keith Walther

Chief Movie Critic

It is a known fact that movies
starring NBA players have not
been the best of films, and this one
is no exception. "He Got
Game" is produced, written,
and directed by Spike Lee, a
highly overrated director that
has been blessed with a couple
of quality pictures. This is a
story with a fabulous message,
but also with too many holes.

Being the #1 high school bas-
ketball prospect in the nation is
a great honor, but also a lot of
stress as Jesus Shuttlesworth
(Ray Allen) soon realizes. With
the absence of his father, he
must raise his sister by himself,
while also being pressured to
choose a college within a single
weeks time. His father, Jake
(Denzel Washington), happens
to be attending the fine prison
at Attica for murdering the
mother of his children.

The governor, a huge basketball
fan, releases Jake for one week, so
that he could influence his son to
enroll at Big State. If Jake suc-
ceeds, the governor will have his
sentence reduced. The only ob-
stacle is that Jesus hates his father
with a passion. So, when Jake sud-
denly reappears in his son's life,
ugly flashbacks of the past assault
Jesus, making it difficult to even

look his father in the eyes without
open revulsion. It becomes a dif-
ficult inner struggle for Jesus to
find it within his heart to forgive
his father for every terrible deed
he has committed.

Denzel Washington Ray Alllen
Photo bx David Lee

liance by incorporating some sym-
bolic and heartfelt scenes, but these
moments were offset by including
unnecessary characters and unre-
alistic situations. He went a little
overboard with the attempt of cre-

ating a
meaning-
ful end-
ing that it
was out-
right ri-
diculous.
T h e
soundtrack
by Public
E n e m y
did not
even fit
well with
mood and
momen-
tum of the
story.

O n c e
again, the
fate of the

Since "Malcolm X" in 1992,
Spike Lee has been floundering in
the water without a life jacket. The
story was much better when it fo-
cused on the dramatic family
struggle between father and son.
Although, the rest of the plot is
completely farfetched, detaching
the audience from the heart of the
story.

Lee did have moments of bai-

rn o v I e
falls on the shoulders on Denzel
Washington. Like "Fallen" earlier
in the year, Denzel runs into more
bad luck with an even worse sup-
porting cast. As always, he deliv-
ers a dazzling performance, but it
just was not enough to save the
film. This incredibly talented ac-
tor packs his character with emo-
tion and beautifully displays the in-
stability within himself.

Unfortunately, the focus of the
story is centered around Ray Allen,
the star guard for the Milwaukee
Bucks. Allen was obviously cho-
sen for his abilities on the court and
not his lack of talent as an actor.
His performance was repulsive; he
displayed no emotion whatsoever

which she played a mute. She is a
much better actress when she
doesn't talk, so her performance as
a very talkative prostitute was defi-
nitely less than average. Milladoes
not even belong in the film, mak-
ing her character a distraction from
the real story. She will be

Denzel Washington Spike Lee
Photo bx David Lee

when emotion and drama were
sorely needed. If Spike Lee had
chosen a halfway decent actor for
this part, the film would be that
much better.

Starting out as a model at age
11, Milla Jovovich quickly found
herself in Hollywood with "Two
Moon Junction" at age 12. She
most recently starred in Luc
Besson's "The Fifth Element," for

reteaming with Luc Besson this
summer to star in "Joan of Arc."
Bill Nunn and Jim Brown also
have small roles in this film.

"He Got Game" receives a ral-
ing of ** 1/2 out of a possible five
stars. With all of the hype and criti-
cal acclaim, this picture will fall
extremely short of your expecta-
tions. Spike Lee fails to entertain
and hold audience interest with this
implausible storyline.

Classifieds
Summer Employment -

Grounds, Painting, Janitorial -
$6.25/hr., 40+ hrs/wk, $1.00/hr.
bonus available. Immediate
openings. Call or write: Roches-
ter Management, Inc., 249
Norton Village Lane, Rochester,
NY 14609.

467-2442 or 461-9440. EOE.

Internship opportunities:
DAMON'S Clubhouse has im-
mediate openings for Clubhouse
Events Coordinator. The job in-
cludes Marketing, Broadcasting
and Restaurant Mgt.
Respoinsibilities. Interested indi-
viduals can call for details at 339-
9999.

Nanny searching for a full-time HELP-WANTED: Full-time or
position in your home, to care for Part-time Summer help wanted in
your children. Dependable, respon- woodworker's studio. Call 482-
sible, loving, mature adult woman. 5142 9:00AM - 4:00PM
Livingston County area preferred. Mon. - Fri.
Please call Mary at 716 266-9602.

Minority Officers Wanted:
U.S. Marine Corps is looking for
Freshman and Sophomores to be-
come officers. Paid leadership
training summer with no inter-
ruption of academic year. Tuition
assistance. No full-time commit-
ment unless you desire. Call 1-
800-FOR-USMC. Ask for Of-
ficer Selection.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
HIV negative volunteers needed to
participate in Investigational AIDS
Vaccine Research Studies being
conducted at Strong Memorial
Hospital. Volunteers must be
healthy & between 18-60 years of
age. You will reiceive $500-700 for
your participation. For more infor-
mation call: 273-AIDS.

WHY RENT?
Owner will pay closing costs for qualified buyer.

Modern 1BR w/loft. Great location near Kodak PK.
Custom bookshelves, all appliances, laundry room,
lots of storage, private parking. Mortgage payments
- $400.

call 723-1031

Childcare needed for 10 & 12 year old
girls. They love to have fun. Swimming and
doing things. Feed lunch. Hours 8-5. Call
Jolynn 482-5154.

THE COUNSELING CENTER PRESENTS:

PERSONAL GROWTH SKILLS WORKSHOPS

SELF ESTEEM WORKSHOPS: „__„,
STEPS TO MPORVING YOUR SELF ESTEEM

March 12 5:3Opm-7:3Opn Bldg. 1/307 Betty Smift
Mash 25 NooD-lpm Bldg. 1/307 Betty Snuth
SURFING THE INTERNET:

Connedkmi to Ctreen, Colleges, and More
Match 30 Noon-lpm Bldg. 1/221 Tame Van
DEVELOPING THE LEADER WITHIN
J(jrill Nooo-l :30pm Bldg. 1/307Susan Salvador
ADDICTION TO PERFECTION
Sr Noon-lJOpn Bldg. 1/307 Susan Salvador
COMING TO TERMS WITH LOSS
j J a M Noon-lpn Bldg. 1/307 Elaine Gold**.

SDCCESSFDLHABITSOFfflGBLYEFFECTIVK STUDENTS
M B £ 4 No<»-2pm Bldg. OT23 E. Goldstein A P. Mtob

Elaine Goldstein
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It Seems Like Yesterday
by Jen DiBella

Staff Writer

Highschool Graduation: The
year was 1996 and I was college
bound. I was ready to leave behind
my highschool years, but I was
unsure of the next step. I knew I
was going to attend Monroe Com-
munity College, but I didn't know
what the whole college experience
would be like. It will be two years
in June that I've graduated from
highschool, and yet to me. it seems
like yesterday. I knew in my se-
nior of highschool what I wanted
to do with my life as far as what
career to pursue. I knew that col-
lege was3o,Yl to be very different
from highschool and I was ready
for the challenge. I was going to
do my best to succeed at MCC. I
didn't know just how much effort
was needed in order to succeed in
college.

College, like any other life ex-
perience, is what you make of it. I
was not going to waste my college
experience or my parents' money,
just because I was in a community
college. Sure, every college stu-
dent likes to have a good time, but
taking responsibility for oneself is
also a big part of college life. Tak-
ing courses that were challenging,
impossible finals, exhausting
hours of homework each night, and
painful headaches were just the
beginning of the things I faced at

college. At MCC, if you miss more
than three classes, a professor can
withdraw you from a class. That
and being on time for class were
hard things for me to get used to.
In highschool, if you were occa-
sionally late for a class, it wasn't a
major offense. You may have been
marked late, buy you were rarely
ever severely penalized.

It was important for me to re-
member that MCC, and college in
general, helps to prepare me for the
real world. If you don't show up
for your job, or if you are chroni-
cally late, you run the risk of get-
ting fired. If you are fired from a
job, there is no paycheck. No pay-
check means no money. No money
means big problems. Keeping
these things in mind, it was hard
for me to break my old bad habits.

I was very proud of myself last
semester when I made the Dean's
List for the very first time. I felt
like my hard work was starting to
pay off. I worked very, very hard
last semester to get good grades. I
juggled five classes, family
responsibilities, a part-time job,
friends, and a boyfriend. I wasn't
easy, but I proved to myself that
hard work and determination even-
tually do pay off.

Looking back now, the above
things are just of few of the many
things that I have experienced at
MCC. I didn't even mention my

caring friends, a loving boyfriend,
the opportunity to write for The
Monroe Doctrine, and the lifelong
lessons that I have learned
throughout my two years here.
Sometimes, highschool seems like
yesterday. And on some days, I do
miss sertain aspects of those years
of my life. But I wouldn't trade any
of the things I have done or have
learned in college for a chance to
go back to my highschool days.
Yes, I have grown mature in the
past two years since I have been
in college. I have learned things
that will last long beyond college.
Some of life's most important les-
sons are learned outside of the
classroom. I know what I have to
do to pursue my dreams, yet I keep
learning more everyday. I know
who my real friends are, yet ev-
eryday I meet new and interesting
people. I have my whole future
ahead of me, and from where I'm
standing, it looks very bright.

We all sometimes wish we could
turn back the hands of time, at one
time or another. Things that hap-
pened years ago tend to seem like
they happened yesterday. Time
slowy creeps up on us, and before
you know it, years have passed. We
don't have to hate ourselves for
getting older, we just have to for-
give ourselves for wishing away
the present.

Letter to the Editor
by Erica Raulli

According to the Monroe
Community College Catalog and
Student Handbook, "Providing the
best possible educational opportu-
nities to all its students is the first
priority of College faculty and ad-
ministration."

We as students are required
to take certain classes in order to
get our degrees. According to some
students there is one class, one
teacher that students frown about.

In order to protect the repu-
tation of the professor his name has
been changed to Professor Bob.

Professor Bob is an aging
professor who loves his work. His
class is interesting and very infor-
mative. Since I have taken his class
I have heard complaints and rude
comments,. "Professor Bob's way

of teaching sucks; he's boring and
too old to teach, this is a waste of
my time," says one student.

Every time I step into Profes-
sor Bob's classroom, I hear moans
and groans. One student said
"Well, it's time for my nap." I find
these comments ridiculous and
unnecessary towards Professor
Bob and his class.

Professor Bob stands in front
of our class for us. He's there to
provide us information and to open
our minds to new cultures and dif-
ferent ways of life.

So to those students who
moan and groan, do us all a favor.
If you do not want to be in class,
do not go. You are not only wast-
ing your time, but you are ruining
a wonderful, educational and in-
teresting experience for the other
students in class.

Look for another
installment of

Point-Counter Point
next week

Head to Seabreeze for the summer
job of a lifetime. Full-time and part-

time positions are available. In addition
to wages, you'll get rides & slides -- plus

crew parties, incentives, discounts, and more.
Join the team of over 700 that combines hard

work with the rewarding experience of providing
fun to thousands of families.

Application & Interview Hours:

April: May:
- Thursdays 3pm to 6pm - Fridays, 1 pm to 4:30pm
-- Fridays, Ipm to 4:30pm - Saturdays, Ipm to 4:30pm

- Saturdays, 1pm to 4:30pm

4600 Culver Rd. Rochester NY
For Info: (716) 323-1900

AMUSEMENT PARK

SUBMIT

Cabbages and Kings
summer deadline

May 13

RJW^Ti o n
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MyT\irn
The Long, Cold Hall

bx Charles Burin
I think it was the only carpeted

room in the whole place. I couldn't
feel it. It seemed there was no tran-
sition from the hard, cold linoleum
and tile I was used to walking on.

I had been in this room before,
so it really was no surprise, but I
expected it to change somehow on
each visit. Everything was placed,
ordered -- from the frames on the
wall, to the books on the shelves,
to the papers on the desk. Every-
thing had its own place and knew
it and stayed there.

They were both in the room and
they seemed more like furniture or
pre-positioned props than real,
live, people. Mr. Neely sal mo-
tionless behind his desk as he gave
me the standard greeting.

"Sit down, Charles."
Mr. Santoro shifted in his chair

and grinned; he was always grin-
ning. I took the seat that was left
for me, square in front of the desk,
across from Mr. Neely. My eyes
were rejected by anything I tried
to focus on -- my shoes, the lamp,
the window, the radiator. I took
no comfort in the fact that Mr.
Santoro was still grinning.

"Do you know why you're in
here, Charles?" How Mr. Neely
could ask this question without
moving his lips was beyond me.

"I think so," I said to my shoes.
I had thought about this scene too
often over the weekend. My
friends were helpful with their re-
minders.

"Are you gonna do it?"
"Wait 'til Monday!"
"Ncely's gonna kill you!"
"What did you say, Charles?"
"I think so," I said to the lamp.

"We warned you this
would happen, we've given you
plenty of opportunity,

you're forcing us to do this,
blah-BLAH, blah-BLAH, blah-
BLAH."

I renewed my relation-
ship with the window.

After the formalities of the
speech, the phone call to my
mother (Dad was at work), and a
stop at my locker, I was escorted
to the front door by a still-grinning
Mr. Santoro. He had his arm
around my shoulders, and he
talked as he grinned. "You know,
Cholly, this isn't so bad. You gel
the day off from school! Now, just
go take care of it, and we'll see you
tomorrow."

The feeling of shame covered
me like a brush full of paint. As I
walked down the steps, I looked
back at the school. Yes, they were
looking at me through the win-
dows. Cars seemed to slow down
as they passed me on the street.
"What's he doing? Shouldn't he be
in school?" And my parents --
what was I going to tell my par-
ents?

I had never been suspended
from school before. Sure, I found
trouble once in a while, but hell, I
was a good student! The anxiety
of explaining everything to my
parents was being rapidly replaced
by a swelling indignance. "They

can't do this to me! 1 have my
rights! I didn't do anything
wrong!"

"Why didn't you tell us about
this?" replaced "How was school
today?" To me, the answer was
obvious.

"I dunno."
"Well, you're going to go right

back downtown right now and do
it!"

"No, I'm not." It wasn't often
that I said this to my mother, be-
cause the next step was to say it to
my father, and this was no small
task. This time, however, I felt
justice was on my side. It was right
vs. wrong. It was David vs.
Goliath. This time, one of them
would understand. This time, one
of them would know I was right.
This time, it would be Dad.

I was wrong. He stood
behind Mom, he stood behind the
school, he stood behind authority.
Hell, he was authority and that was
that. I was to take care of this prob-
lem on the way to school the next
day, and that would be the end of
it, by God.

I was crushed. How could they
do this to me? Sure, I might be
able to understand the school, but
my own parents? The people who
had taught me the difference be-
tween right and wrong for 13-14
years? The picture was so clear to
me I couldn't believe that no one
else could see it.

"Don't forget what you have to
do before you get to school!" My
mother's words chased me out the
door like a pack of small, yapping
dogs. I was desperate. I needed a
plan; I needed an ally. It was me
against them and I wanted to win.

I felt a little cocky when I
walked into Junior High that day.
People were talking about me and
I knew it. Some classmates sup-
ported me, some didn't. The teach-
ers wondered aloud about my mo-
tives. "He's such a smart kid! Why
doesn't he just go along with it?"

The crackling loudspeaker sum-
moned me to the office before the
first period bell sounded. This
time, Mr. Santoro wasn't grinning.
No more good-guy, bad-guy rou-
tine with Mr. Neely. This time, it
was a three-day suspension, and
beady-eyed Mr. Neely escorted me
to the front door. He did not have
his arm around my shoulders.

1 went straight to the public li-
brary after I left the school, and 1
started digging. I made a list of
every office, address, and phone
number in the New York State De-
partment of Education that I could
find.

Armed with this list and my pa-
per route money, I walked to a
phone booth and started dialing. I
don't know which one ran out first,
the dimes or the phone numbers,
but I came out of that phone booth
loaded with names and promises
and directions to "put it in writ-
ing."

My arrival at home that after-
noon was met with great fanfare.
My mother was pacing. My fa-
ther was pacing. Her finger was a

ramrod jamming into my chest.
His hand was a pistol pointed
straight at my face. Their words
fell on my ears with the sting of
hailstones and the crush of boul-
ders. I was frozen. My adoles-
cent rebellion had reached a pre-
viously unknown level. Demands
were renewed, threats were made,
privileges were revoked, and for
that particular evening, life was
not good. Who the hell did I think
I was. anyway?

The next morning, after Dad left
lor work, I cautiously approached
my mother. After all, if I was to
be locked in the house with her for
three days, I thought we should try
to communicate. She was very
businesslike, but receptive, and
she wanted some answers. I had
heard the questions before.

"Why can't you just go along
with it? Why are you trying to
make trouble? What are you try-
ing to prove?"

"I don't want to go along with
it! I'm not trying to make trouble,
they are! I'm trying to prove that
they can't make me do it!"

It was time to unveil my plan. I
ran up to my room, back down to
the kitchen, and held the papers tri-
umphantly. "I went to the library
yesterday and did this!"

She made no secret of her skep-
ticism. "Those people aren't go-
ing to listen to you. They're not
going to help you. They're to busy
to fool with something like this!"

I was unmoved. "Call
them yourself! I talked to them
yesterday, and I'm going to write
them some letters!"

Back in my room, as I was wait-
ing, I heard my mother having a
onesided conversation with some-
one. I went downstairs, and she
was talking on the phone, my pa-
pers propped up in front of her. I
was elated! "Who arc you talking
to? What did they say?" She
shushed me out of the room and I
reluctantly obeyed. The tidbits I
could pick up served only to feed
my enthusiasm.

When she was finished with her
calls, she invited me back into the
room. As we talked, it became ap-
parent that she had given the same
information to the same people
that I had contacted. She in-
structed me to complete my letters,
show them to her, and we would
send them off.

There was one catch. If these
unseen faces and detached voices
in Albany decided to get involved
in the situation, 1 must accept
whatever decision they made as
FINAL. I hurriedly agreed, of
course, not at all considering the
consequences of any decision. I
was a kid buying time.

My father removed himself
somewhat from this swirling stew
of controversy. I don't know the
exact content of their conversation
but when Mom and Dad emerged
from their afternoon conference,
it appeared that Dad had joined the
resistance, if only as a silent part-
ner.

Thursday and Friday were filled

with letter writing and phone calls.
By Friday afternoon we received a
call from Mr. Neely. He had con-
tact with those faces and voices in
Albany, too. Apparently, they
weren't very pleased with the fact
that I was denied access to school-
work and homework assignments,
and I was to come in after school
hours to be granted this access.
This was great! I was able to leave
the house!

As I spilled my guts with glee to
my friends who were straggling out
of school, I saw Mr. Neely bearing
down on me. He snatched a hand-
ful of my shirtsleeve and tugged.
"Your teachers are waiting for you,"
he informed me. The visits were
uneventful, but it was easy to see
the way the troops were lining up.
I collected my assignments and re-
turned home.

The weekend lasted forever — I
was a grounded teenager. All the
letters had been sent, no phone calls
could be made; I was forced to join
Mom and Dad in their routine lives.
Without fail, when it was time for
the evening news, all activity would
cease, and the family would park
in front of the wood and glass box
that took up a substantial part of the
living room. Not that this was bad
— just routine. Hiked watching the
news, and I don't think the connec-
tion was missed by anyone when
the black and white images turned
into hippies and blacks and civil
rights protests and being different
and being judged by the way you
look.

The following week. Mr.
Neely called again. The family was
to report to the school for a meet-
ing with him; a decision was made
in Albany. Dad had the car at work,
so Mom and I were driven to school
by a neighbor who waited patiently
outside. We clicked and squeaked
down the long, cold hall to Mr.
Neely's office. They were both in
the room, and they seemed more
like furniture or pre-positioned
props than real, live people. Mr.
Neely and Mr. Santoro rose in re-

spect to my mother, gestured in
unison toward a chair for her, and
sat back down. My palms started
sweating as I stood there with my
hands behind my back. Mr.
Santoro grinned.

"We can take care of
this situation today," announced
Mr. Neely. He didn't look at any-
one, but instead repeatedly
scanned several papers that were
spread out across his usually or-
dered desk. "Albany has ruled
that as long as it's clean, he can
wear his hair long in school."

"It's clean!" The words
burst out of my mouth.

"Of course, it's clean." The
tone of my mother's voice con-
vinced me that Mr. Neely was
growing smaller. He stood up.

"You may return to school to-
morrow morning, Charles."

Caught off guard, Mr. Santoro
lost his grin for a moment, but re-
covered nicely when he and my
mother shook hands. We left the
office and returned home.

Nothing much changed at
school. The lines were still drawn
between the long-hair/short-hair
factions. If there was any differ-
ence, it was in the openness of
one's affiliation. Some teachers
gave me a pat on the back; others
warned me I'd better damn well
comb it. Some classmates in-
formed me that they weren't get-
ting haircuts anymore; others
started calling me "hippie." It
didn't take long before the school
became more fractured than ever.
There was a new category to be
filled --"hippies." More often
than not, the individual did not
make the choice — he or she was
placed in a category based almost
entirely on his or her appearance.
Blacks, hippies, jocks, geeks - I
recognized them, too, and made
my own judgments as well.

On my way home one day after
school, I stopped at the barbershop
and paid the man to shave my
head.

They don't really rank colleges, do they?
Transfer Students Do

SUNY
UTICA/ROME

• #1 Classroom Facilities
• #1 Residence Halls
• #1 Personal Safety/Security
• # 2 Transfer of Credit
• #2 Access to Computers
• #2 Financial Aid Services
• #2 Campus Food Services

SUNY Institute of Technology at Utica/Rome,
The programs you need, for the future you want

Why not rank us
Call 1-8OO-SUNYTEC

for more information
SUNY institute of Technology at Utica/Rome

P.O. Box 3050 • Utka, NY 13504-3050
e-mail us at tdmissionsOsunyit.edu

orvisitusat www.sunyittdu
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Multi-Media Collaboration

Annual Student Art
Exhibition

by Ashley Chase
Arts Editor

Mercer Gallery Director
Kathleen Farrell and Creative
Writing Instructor Cathryn Smith
have collaborated on a truly unique
muti- media project which will be
housed in the Writing Center in
Building II- 208. Students faculty
and friends enjoyed a formal open-
ing of this exhibit on April
28,1998. Farrell and Smith col-

laborated on this project to offer
their students something unique in
Spring 98'. The result was an origi-
nal, exciting intersection of text
and image. The meeting of two
minds and two classes produced
the truest form of collaboration.
The objective of the project was
to extend an alternative reality, to
transform vision and perception
and to provide both classes the
opportunity to transcend the usual
boundaries inherent in their genre

or field. Smith's students wrote
poems in response to a creative
writing assignment. During the
course of several evenings, they
joined Farrell's students in the
computer lab. The photo shop stu-
dents illustrated the poems using
Adobe Photo Shop and Illustrator.
The collaboration of these two
classes created some amazing re-
sults. This exhibit is a permanent
collection. Be sure to visit the writ-
ing center to see it !

b\ Ashley Chase
Arts Editor

This year's twenty second an-
nual student Art Exhibition is open
to all graduating Visual and Per-
forming Arts students. The exhi-
bition will open on May 8,1998. A
reception will be held on May
8,1998, Friday evening from 6:00
- 8:00 P.M.

All students are welcome. We
encourage you to invite family and
friends to this important event
where awards will be presented.
This is an excellent opportunity to

view a culmination of art work by
some of MCC's most talented stu-
dents. This juried exhibition will
feature works in Fine art. Commer-
cial Art, Communications and In-
terior Design. The show will con-
tinue to run through the summer
months and September 11, 1998.
Last year's show featured exciting
work. Several works of art were
sold to interested buyers. Buying
art work is a wonderful way to sup-
port art students and acquire origi-
nal works of art for your personal
collection, join us in a great cel-
ebration of art.

TRIBUNE

http ://www.monroedoctrine.org

SPORTS

MD Sportsline: 292-2540

Tribune
Sportstalk

bv A Ian Nudd
Sports Editor

How 'bout them Sabres! This
past weekend Buffalo defeated the
Philadelphia Phlyers ending their
season,and sending Eric Lindros
home to watch the rest of the
Stanley Cup playoffs. Lindros was
held in check the whole series by
Buffalo's tough defense and of
course Dominik Hasek. With the
Sabres advancing past the first
round of the playoffs for the sec-
ond straight year, Head Coach
Lindy Ruff deserves ajob next sea-
son. After weathering all of the
storms created by the firing of Ted
Nolan, Ruff still managed to pro-
duce a winner. And who know's,
the Sabres could win the Stanley
Cup this year.

Ex-Buffalo Bill Steve Tasker
signed with CBS doing game-day
analysis for them. He has to be bet-
ter than listening to Paul Maguire.

The Men's baseball team ad-
vanced to the District Qualifyer
with impressive wins this past
weekend over OCC and Alfred
State. Make sure to congratulate
them for being Region III Cham-
pions!

Mickey Mantle had an FBI file
on him! That's crazy, apparently he
had an affair with a married woman
and was black mailed. It also
showed that he was threatened by
gamblers. I don't understand why
these athletes have to ruin their
reputations and crush all of the kids
that idolize them. That's why the
Michael Jordans' of the sports
world are so important.

The Tribunes Advance to District Qualifier
With Victories over OCC and Alfred State

by Alan Nudd
Sports Editor

The Tribues took the field this
past weekend with only one thing
on their mind. Just win baby! It's
playoff time in men's baseball and
its eitheryou win or your out.

MCC squared off against OCC
Friday which kicked off a week-
end of exciting baseball.

MCC went into the game with
a 27-10 record, and were hoping
to add another win. The game
started slow, and nobody scored
until the fourth inning when
Russell hit a double that drove in
a run, and it was 1-0 MCC. Next
up to bat was Huntington who also
hit a double which scored another
run and it was 2-0 MCC.

It remained 2-0 until the seventh
inning when MCC's bats heated
up. They had nine runs on five hits
and they ended the game with an

11-0 win over OCC.
Redding pitched all seven in-

nings for MCC with eight stikeouts
against twenty-five at bats. Im-
proving their record to 28-10 on
the year.

On Saturday May 2nd Alfred
State came into town to try and
slow down MCC's
momentumbuilt up after a blow-
out win the day before.

The first game of the double
header saw MCC score first on a
single by Pollard in the top of the
second. But Alfred State answered
in the bottom of the inning with a
run of their own off of Shepard's
double.It went into the second tied
at 1-1.

But MCC wasted no time re-
gaining the lead with three runs on
three hits in the third.Alfred State

only managed one run in the bot-
tom half, and the inning ended with
MCC leading 4-2.

In the fourth the Tribs bats
heated up scoring five runs in the
inning. And with a stagnent Alfred
State offense the score was 9-2.

In the fifth the Tribunes weren't
able to muster any offense and
Alfred tried a mini-comback scor-
ing three runs making the score
9-5 Tribs. Then in the sixth MCC
added some insurance by driving
in three more runs.Making the
score 12-5.

Alfred State just couldn't keep
pace with this talented MCC
ballclub. MCC added four more
runs in the seventh inning.Then in
despiration Alfred scored twice to
make the final score 16-7 .With
that win MCC improved their

record to 29-10. Selden itched the
whole game and hadseven
strikouts at thity-seven at bats.

In the second game of the double
header Alfred struck first with a
run driven in on a single from
Martelle. With the score 1-0 still
going into the bottom of the fouth
when the Tribs scored four runs in
the inning, making the score 4-1
MCC.

Alfred State was out of it for
most of the game and the Tribunse
pulled off the win 30-10.

The final score was 6-3
Tribs.The winning pitcher was
Shiller who had nine strikouts in
34 at bats in the game.

Good luck this weekend to the
Tribunes as they play for a chance
at national recognition.

Sports
Trivia

Who was the first coach to
win a Super Bowl after leading
a college to a national champi-

onship?

- The first person to stop by the
MD Sports Desk with the correct

answer will win a Rochester
Americans Comemorative

hockey puck!

The MD Sports Desk
is located at 3-109.

you need your wisdom
teeth removed*?
If so, patients are being enrolled for a pain
relief research study. One or more
wisdom teeth will be extracted at the
University of Rochester Eastman
Department of Dentistry. A financial
incentive is avai lable to qual i f ied
participants in exchange for their opinion
of investigational pain medications.

Call (716) 275-5O87 or (716) 275-9442
today.

S T R O INI G fjflfo H E A L T H

UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER MEDICAL CENTER
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This white space provided by Sports
Editor Alan Nudd. Please send
comments/complaints to his attention,
or call him at 292-2540.




