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Accreditation Analysis : 

The Faculty Asks Some 
BY JOANNE WASSERMAN 

True or false -- Purchase 
professors usually don't have the 
kind of conversation they- qad 
at their faculty meeting last • 
week ·? "True," said one observant 
Administrator. A number of 
professors, last week, talked 
about the goals of the College 
and the direction that Purchase 
has taken in the past three years. 

The discussion came in light 
of a set of goals written by 
Robert Neville, Coordinator for 
the Accreditation process. Neville 
stressed a number of times that 
the document was just a draft 
and that he was looking for 
feedback. After the meeting a 
number of people were sure that 

had gotten what he was 
looking for. 

The one statement in Neville's 
document that brought about a 
great deal of conversation was 
"Both of the College's education 
(the Arts and the Letters and 
Sciences) is conceived as demanding 
two components. One is excellence 
in a special field and the other 

between the Arts and the Letters 
and Sciences" According to the 
Academic task force report about 
to be released, this has not been 
achieved by and large. Citing 
the Music Division's self-study 
O'Loughlin said that the Division 
called the College's program 
"absolutely impossible." The 
Division had written in their 
self-study " ... It ~s simply not 
possible for students to undertake 
the kind of thorough professional 
education the Music Division 
provides and at the same time 
pursue a liberal education of 
any breadth." 

This has become an increasing 
problem for the College where 
divisions in both Letters and 
Sciences and the Arts have been 
moving towards strengthening their 
individual curricula. Voicing 
this sentiment, Lee Ehrman, 
·Genetics Professor, repeated a 
conversation with another faculty 

is sufficient familiarity with member.: "Aren't we in the 
other main fields that one is Natural Sciences as guilty of 
both appreciative of the. excellence non-integration as anybody else ?" 
of others and aware of the state asked Ehrman. ·~eah, but not 
of their arts." as guilty as I'd like to be," 

· But Michael O'Loughlin, Chairman came the reply. 
of the Academic task force for Abe Ajay, Visual Arts Instuctor, 
Accreditation said, "There is an asked, ''Why is it that Arts 
increasing separation of the Arts students have to take 30 Liberal 
and the Letters and Sciences (at Arts credits and Liberal Arts 

) as the Arts become students don't have to take any 
more professional.'' Original plans _ Arts credits· ?'' 
for the College called for a rrank Wadsworth, Vice President 
"close and meaningful relationship for Letters and Sciences, said 

in his self-study that " ... an arts 
.component should be made part of . 
the Letters -and Science cUrriculum 
. . . the Arts should live up to 
their earlier position of guaran
teeing that every art student -is 
both educated and trained." 

The opposite sentiment has 
been voiced in the Sciences where 
faculty have said that the cluster 
program and the senior thesis 
keep students from performing well 
on Graduate Record Exams. 

"But isn't part of college 
education supposed to teach 
students to resist the judgment 
of society ?" asked one professor. 
·~e have to recognize that some 
of our students are going to 
want to go to Graduate school," 
said another. Another faculty 
member pointed out that it is 
extremely important to accept 
students who share the goals of 
the College. 

This opposing set of ideas -
the College's goal for an inte
grated education between the Arts 
and the Letters and Sciences and 
the implementation which has 
been more of a set of different 
schools on one campus -- is also 
apparent in other parts of the 
College's program. O'Loughlin 
said that the Junior Field Exam 
has not been an integrative 
experience, but more of a concen
tration in one field. Said 
O'Loughlin, "The Junior Field 
Exam was conceived to free people 

from the lock-step-march of 
traditional academic programs. 
Ironically it has resulted in 
enforcing the criteria it was 
designed to expand." He added 
that the Bachelor ofLiberal Arts 
(BALA) has disappeared from the 
campus -- a program guaranteeing 
the goal for integrated programs. 

One faculty member raised 
questions about Purchase's academic 
program calling it "elite" and 
adding, "This is not supposed' 
to a Masters · Program," and added 
that perhaps the Junior Field Exam 
and the Senior Project should 
be optional. But a number of 
·teachers cited a difference 
between running a program that 
called for "high quality of 
education~' and .a Masters Program. 
"Elite education is an invidius 
cliche," said one. 

The faculty raised some 
difficult quest~ons about the 
nature of Purchase's goals. The 
College· is still exploring its 
original intentions through the 

Accreditation process; how and 
why they have evolved. The problem 
of asking students to not only 
master a discipline or an Art 
and become educated is a question 
that raises many opinions. 
O'Jnughlin feels that the entire 
C:ollege could att:ora "less tighten- · 

ing" up on its training."This is 
a provocative way to put it," 
he said. "But how much dila
tantism can we afford ? I think 

''we can afford it." 
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News Analysis: Education is the Best Defense 

~ BY ANDY HUGOS 
' 
~ Why should students fight cuts 
~ and tuition hikes ? Shouldn' t we 
~ accept the fact that the Earth's 
~ resources are limited, and many 
~ peoples are much worse off than we ? 
~ These are the questions of many 
~ liberals and "humanists" led by 
~ the mystical, former Jesuit, 
N Governor Jerry Brown of California. 
~ No matter how well-intentioned, 
N these questions assUme that humans 
~ lie at the mercy of uncontrollable 
~ fluctuations in the economy 

like rabbits do to the supply of 
grass in a meadow. They imply 
that starvation is nature's way 
of checking overpopulation, 
and nothing can be done other than 
to learn to do with less. No 
matter how egalitarian they may 
seem, these assumptions constitute 
an insult to huinani ty, and they 
are played upon by politicians 
like Ford and Carey to ~afeguard 
cruel cuts in social services, 
a rigid class system, and an 
obsolete world outlook. 

It is just this class system 
and cruel world outlook that a 
struggle against cutbacks and 
tuition take dead aim at. An 
Urban Institute Study showed that 
a "Super Rich" class of 4.4% of 
Americans own 35.6% of all the 
wealth; their average wealth is 
$200,000 while a majority of 
Americans own less than $3000. 
These Super Rich should pay. 

But instead, 4 hospitals which 
serve the poor in NYC are closed, 
medicare benefits are cut, 
unemployment benefits and public 
service jobs are reduced, 4000 
young black, Hispanic and other 
minority students in NYC are denied 
access to -college because CUNY 
open admissions is shut down. 
Of course, "Defense" spending 
reaches a new high of $100 billion. 
So the desperation of those who 
have given up looking for jobs, 
those who find pink slips in their 
hands, and people struggling to 
live on Social Securitv who 
suddenly find medical and dental 
-Services out of reach will continue. 
But Ford's own figures tell us. that 
although inflation and unemployment 
will remain virtually unchanged, 
corporate profits will be up 33% 
($38 billion) next year. 

Where does a student struggle 
against tuition and cutbacks 
fit in ? First, education -
not "Defense", is our hope for 
world peace and human progress 
in food production and all 
prOduction. Second, tuition is 
a powerful force for denying the 
working, poor, and nationally · 
oppressed to their hope for a 
better life : education. Third, 
young people are already paying 
most for .this depression with an 
18% unemployment rate and they 
should not have to pay again 
with their educations and futures. 

When youth in this country gets 
on the move, this country gets 

on the move. 
Certainly the world economy is 

a mess and many are worse off 
than us, but cuts are no answer-
particularly in social services 
and educa ti_on. Even a Brookings 
Institute study showed that in 
the last 4 decades, technical 
knowledge and education accounted 
for 47% of the U.S. economy's. 
growth, not "Defense". 

link up with the labor movement. 
Given this, the student 

struggle against tuition and cuts 
can be seen in the context of 
a broad progressive movement, and 
it can contribute decisively to 
.forming a solid bas.e which can 
move national policy away from 
war-mongering and international 
intervention, and toward economic 
reconstruction, progress through 
knowledge, and a more democrati
cally run economy. 

In our Bi-centennial year, 
which Ford bas cursed-with his 

"New Realism" it would do us well 
to remember Horace Marm's "Plea 
for Free Public Education" of 1820: 

"Nothing but universal education 
can counterwork the domination 
of capital and the servility of 
labor. If one class possesses all 
the wealth and education ... it 
matters not by what name the 
relation between them may be 
called; (the lower classes) 
will in fact and in truth be the 
servile dependents of this one 
class." 

Tuition increases do penalize 
the working, poor, and oppressed. 
Sixty percent of children from 
families making over $15,000 
annually go to college, but this 
figure is halved for children from 
families between $5000 and $7500. 
When tuition goes up $100, on the 
average, 2.5% of the students can 
no longer afford to pay. 

Students on Calendar Proposal 
Since 1973, black freshperson 

enrollment has declined from · 
S.7% to 7.4%. If these trends 
:ontinue, college will serve only 
to perpetuate a racist class system. 

Because SUNY enrollment will 
decrease next year, thousands of 
high school graduates will be 
forced to compete for scarce jobs: 
this means they will accept lower 
wages, and this will add to 
higher profits. Students have a 
rich opportunity to link up with 
high school students and their 
parents through local PTA's and 
build strong community ties through 
a common struggle for universally 
accessible education. 

While 14.5% of the coll¢ge
going age population in New York is 
Third World, only 7% of SUNY 
students are Third World. Cuts 
in SUNY scholarships to the 
poor and cuts in EOP will drive 
this percentage lower. So the 
drive against tuition gives 
students a chance to link up 
with nationally oppressed youth 
and civil rights organizations 
around a common struggle for 
education, jobs, ·and secure futures. 

SUNY will lay-off almost 1500 
campus employees next year. 
the fight against cuts gives 
stu~ents a rich opportunity to 

BY JOANNE WASSERMAN 

With the Fall short term facing 
elimination, students met last 
week to discuss what this would 
mean for Purchase's academic 
program. The meeting was called 
in light of a calendar proposal 
calling for a 14-14-4 sequence 
in semesters. The overall con
sensus was that the idea for two 
short terms must be "given a 
chance". 

"My intensive courses have 
been worthwhile," said one student. 
He explained that his course met 
five times each week, allowibg the 
teacher to pace the readings in 
such a way that . ''more \\'ils not 
expected of us as it might have 
been had the class been twice a 
week." Other students agreed 
saying that "There is never 
·enough time to do readings in 
a class that meets twice a week 
during short term." 

A number of students also said 
that if a class did not merit that 
many meetings, it should be 
given for two credits in which 
case "everyone woul~ be aware 
of what was expected of them." 

Another student added that 
tutorials "have worked out very 
well for me in the short term. " 

Students also felt that there 
was "not enough time to become 

Money Allocated for Apts. 
BY JOANNE WASSERMAN 

Allocations for the new ,apart
me~ts have been included in 
Purchase's budget for the next 
fiscal year. This money includes 
the necessary appropriations for 
on-going costs such as utilities 
and staff. The new apartments 
represent 9 additional positions 
for 2 resident hall directors; 
1 stenographer, 2 security officers 
and 4 additional maintenance crew. 

At this point, opening the 
apartments is contingent on 
being able to fill the 200 beds 
and the dormitory·. Last week 
P~esiden~ Kaplan proposed that 
faculty and off-campus upper
class students might want to live 

in the apartments along with 
seniors who now live in the 
dormitory. 

Patrick Coughlin, Director of 
the Business Office, said that 
the uperating budget for the 
College, beginning April 1, is 
$9.2 million. The College had 
originally requested $10.9 million. 
He added, however, that not all 
this money can be spent since 
the entire State University has 
been given a cash expenditure 
ceiling. "In simple terms," 
Coughlin said, ''we can't spend 
all the· money we've got." 

In addition, Coughlin reported, 
the State University must make a 
manditory savings of $2 million. 

immersed in something," given the 
three and a half week period, 
with meetings only twice a week, 
and we're told that keeping the 
Fall short term would mean 
starting school earlier next year. 

·~e need the short terms to 
make films," explained a film 
student. He went on to add that 
because so much time is spent 
in the long .term shooting movies 
_and taking academic credits, the 
short term has been used for 
editing. 

Other problems were cited such 
as cases where students want to 
take Junior Field Exams in the 
Fall short term. Curtis Williams, 
Dean of Natural Science and one 
_of the proposers of the 14-14-4 
calendar has said that Junior 
Field "Exarns could be given during 
one of the long terms. 

·~ve you ever done a Field 
Exam ?" said one Senior, ''There's 
no way I could have done mine 
along with two other courses." 

A task force has beeri formed 
to study the effect of one short 
term on the College. Other things 
must be taken into consideration 
by the task force such as work 
loads for teachers and the 
cost of four registrations for 
the College. The task force 
-is expected to finish its report 
sometime in February. 

in Budget 
This will most likely come out of 
salaries where employees on 
12-month contracts will be put 
on a 10-month working year. 
According to Coughlin, Purchase 
has not yet been informed how 
much of the State-wide savings 
it must make. The cut in working 
months will mean a 17% cut in pay. 
Coughlin .said he will be notified 
how the saving is to be distributed 
in two weeks. 

The College was also shorted 
$36,000 for salary increases that 
it must make under new contracts 

Checking Snack ~ar $'s Across _the State 

for Civil Service workers, Non
teach~ng Professionals, and 
faculty members. Under State law, 
the College must meet its salary 
obligations first. "This means 
that departmental budgets get 
stretched that much thinner," 
Coughlin said. 

BY. SAM CRANE . 
High prices in the Snack Bar 

raised some questions by angry 
students at a town meeting before 
Christmas vacation. Fred Surette, 
Director of the Food Service, 
responded that the Snack Bar set-up 
was "ridiculous" and that he 
couldn't be expected- to make a 

• 
SCHOOL HAMBURGER 

SUNY Binghamton 3-oz .,-. 60_ 

SUNY Oneonta 3-oz .45 

SUNY Geneseo 2-l/3oz .45 

Columbia University 4-l/2oz .85 

Sarah Lawrence 4-oz .65 

College at New Rochelle' 4-oz .65 

Pace 4-oz .70 

Manhattanville 3-oz · .65 

SUNY Purchase 3-oz .65 

"silk purse out of a sow's ear." 
He pointed out that. the wide 
variety of food served at the 
Snack Bar added to high prices. 

TI1e large deficit of years 
gone by has added to the high 
prices since Servo must now make 
up the loss. 

The LOAD has done the follow~ng 

FRENCH FRIES l/2pint MILK 12-oz BEER 

.20, .45 .25 .55 

.25 .15 --

.30 .20 --

.30 .20 .55 

.35, .25 .50 

.35 .30 --

.35 .20 .40 

-- .20 .45 

.40 .30 .50 . 

research comparing Snack Bar' 
prices throughout the State. 
Reasons for the difference in 
price are overall price of food 
plan, geographical location, and 
the variety of food served. But 
as one student put it, "Are we 
getting the best food possible 
for the money we're paying ?" 

YOGURT TUNA SANDWICH 

.60 .50 

-- .85 

.35 .50 

.45 .95 

-- .85 . 
.40 .85 

-- .80 

.45 .90 

-- .90 

The College will be allocated 
on-going costs to open the Dance, 
Music, andTheatre'sA, B, andC 
Buildings. This money was not ' 
included in the -$9 million. The 
College will be given the money 
through the year as the buildings 
open. Coughlin said Purchase was 
given a total of 31 positions 
out of 72 originally asked for. 
Most of these will be in the 
maintenance area. 

The College ha·s already lost 
8 support. positions in the new 
budget. ·~e fared better than 
most schools," -Coughlin commented, 
"At Buffalo they lost 190." At 
Utica Rome, a smaller campus 
than Purchase, 4· support positions 
were cut. 

Coughlin also reported that 
the College must give up 1 State 
car, faculty and staff travel 
must be curtailed , and monies 
for telephone use were cut down. 
He added that nothing has been 
decided here on how the money is 
to be spent. "It's going'·to be 
a real tough . year, '' he sa i rl 
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Frank Wads,wortb:TheMan W~oMight Save· PUrchase; 
BY ADAM J. NAGOURNEY 

It seems that J~uary is 
traditionally ·a month of depression. 
Coming on the heels of Christmas, · 
it always carries post~holiday 
blues, empty checking accounts 
and the coldest days of the year;; . 
If you're part of the State of 
New York, . it also brings the 
Governor's budget, and-what you 
have to look ahead to ·in the 
coming year. And as Abbott Kaplan 
rather mechanically reported 
twice last week -- once to a 
town meeting of about 60 concerned 
students and once to the monthly · 
Faculty Meeting -- the news is 

.not good; it's not horrible, 
but it's not good. 

·This is common fare for the 
Purchase folks, who' are finally 
learning to take budget lashtngs 
with a smile. But this year, along 
with our annual budget blues, 
we are finally coming face to face 
with some fundamental questions 
about what all this money is 
going to fund. Cultivated by 
growing pains and the fairly 
discouraging self-studies of the 
Accreditation Process, we have 
in the past. weeks watched as a 
task force went to work at revising 
the short term, and as a Faculty 
Senate meeting evolveCi into some 
pretty basic discussion about not • 

only the meaning of Purchase but 
the very meaning of education. 

We're getting older. And the 
most untortunate aspect of this 
month is that two blights -- the 
budget cuts and growing pains -
come together : not only do they 
complicate each other, but they 
compound each other, making both 
things more difficult to deal with. 
M:>re importantly, . they have 
contributed to a decline in morale 
that fits in all too well with the 
post-Christmas spirit. To an 
awful lot of people, this decline, 
taken together with what promises 
to be bad times ahead, seems to 
spell an end to the College at 
Purchase. : Even the half-hearted 
denials of this and' affirmations 
of the curriculum by Kaplan last 
week didn't spur the confidence 
that they have in the past : 
this depression -- or defeatism, 
if you will -- is like a ~ancer. 

But this 100nth marks what could 
be a fairly fateful change at 
Purchase, an event that ten years 
from now might mean that Purchase 
will still be Purchase, and not 
a monument to Nelson Rockefeller. 
January 12th marks the return of 
Frank Wadsworth, Vice President 
of Academic Affairs, ·from a six
month sabbatical. Wadsworth 
arrives with a particularly fresh 
vantage on the/ College -- he was 

d/5«) ' 

e instrumental in 
conceiving it. 

"I'm not optimistic," he said 
late last Friday afternoon in his 

· office on the second floor of 
the Administration Building. 
"I'm just not defeatist -- for. us 
to give up now would be foolish, 
immoral and a great disservice to 
people who are here and people who 
come here in the future .'" Wadsworth 
has been on a sabbatical in Rhode 
Island -- working on a book in 
the morning and sailing in the 
afternoon. Perhaps this leave 
has heiped him find a healthy , 
approach to the situation at 
Purchase -- an approach that can 
resis.t the underrninin~s that seem 

Trustees May Hear Students on Tuition Hik.es 
BY MirnAEL POWELL 

The SUNY Board of Trustees may 
visit . the State Upiversity campuses 
to discuss the probable tuition 
and room rent hikes. The Student 
Association for State Universities 
(SASU) is trying to arrange this 
as soon as .possible. 

Student Senator Andy Hugos, said 
at last week's Senate meeting, 
"Hopefully the meetings will be 
held before the Trustees make 
their decisions ... otherwise it 
would be a real pain in the ass." 
Hugos feels the students must 
start 'making some noise if we 
want to prevent the hikes." 

The Senate Student Life 
Committee is looking into the 
problem of the Health Services at 
Purchase. fhey are attempting 
to set up a shuttle service to 
the neighboring hospitals, · allevi
ating such problems as a lack of 
blood test on campus. In addition, 
the Health. Committee will look 
into the difficulties created 
by the gynecologist's lack of 

-New Inroads 
I 

to 'Purchase 
BY LARRY BORTOLUZZI 

Construction was started 
recently on the connection of 
West Road with Lincoln Avenue and 
Student Road. According to Robert 
Davies, Vice President of Admin
istration, the· entrance is ·not 
large enough at this time to 
accommodate the heavy traffic 
expected upon the completion of 
the Performing ' Art~Center. 

Davies said that five hundred 
cars came to see an event, with 
some outgoing traffic, entering 
traffic would be backed up all 
the way down Anderso~ Hill Road. 
The construction will enlarge 
the present entrance and divert 
traffic to the new 'parking lots 
behind the Center 

Money. for the road construction 
has already been allocated through 
Capitol Funds . . This road was 
included in the original Master 

· Plan of the College, along with 
another entr.ance from Anderson 
Hill Road leading into West Road. 
This entrance will not be started 
for some time, and will involve 
the widening of Anderson Hill Road . 
whe~e thE) Hill top Bar is. ·· 

The present main entrance will 
be widened to fit three lanes of 

· cars instead of two:, as it is now. 
The distance from Anderson Hill 
Road will also be increased, 
to prevent.a back up of cars. 

available hours • . 
Investigation for the possi

bility of ·gaining some control 
of the vending machine 100ney in 
CCS is being conducted by the 
Senate. All profits have, and · 
are presently going to, liscensing 
companies. Senate GSA, Sunil 

Weeramantry, COJ)llllented, ''This 
simply does not make fiscal sense, 
as at least 90% of the machines' 
in~ome is from students' IOOney." 

The Senate Financial Committee. 
has cleared up the situation 
surrounding BIRTHSTONE, the school 
literary magazine. According to 
Judith Verdino ,' editor, "The 

BY MirnAEL POWELL 

'"' Tom Rush and Jonathan Edwards 
will perfom at Purchase on 
February 7th, in the gym. The 
Student Senate voted, 4-1, to 
accept Jonathan Edwards , a late 
addition, · when the FLYING 
BURRITO BROTHERS infomed the 
GPC concert committee of their 
inability to perfom.on the , 
scheduled date. 'Edwards, charging 
$2500, is $500 cheaper than the 
BURRITO BROTHERS. 

Robert Score, Concert Committee 
Chairperson, conducted a poll 
last week to find out what ·type 
of music the student body wants 
for. the Annual Spring Showers 
Concert. The -overall consensus 
was, in order of preference, 
Rock n' Roll, Jazz, and Folk. 
Score feels "arrangements must 
now be made quicl}ly. To wait any 
longer would hurt our chances 
of obtaining a 'name' group." 

Some Senators felt the student 
body might want something other 
than the "US\l8.1 folkie crowd." 
However, Score said in response, 
that "attempts at having a good 

' jazz concert simply have not gone 
over well here. Besides, a good 
jazz, or even classical, group 
would be lost in the gym." 

~ 

magazine will be coming out ,in 
two or three weeks." · 

· During the meeting, . Co-op 
Senators stated that they now 
have only one janitor to take care 
of two buildings. Although there 
were two, one maintenance IIla:n 
was brought to -Purchase to work ·in 
a recently opened building here. 
As one Senator said, "One main
tenance man for two buildings is 
just not enough., . 

In other bU.siness, President -
Kaplan will attend a Senate meeting 
in a few· weeks, with Pat Coughlin, 
Director of Business Affairs, to 
discuss the financial situation-
in the Action Education Department. 
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to be comfng from every camp 
from here to Albany. 

!=' 

Point One: Wadsworth is 
extremely careful to separate 
the economic malaises and the 

~ 
m 
g. 

'<:: 

curriculum developments from ~ 
each other. Of course he under- ~ 
stands their interdependency, ~ 
but at the same tiffie insists on ~ 
treating them as entirely different ~ 
problems, stemming from entirely ~ 
different ca\.lses. ~ 

"The/budget crisis makes the ~ 
arguments of peqple who want to 0'\ 

change the curricullDD for other 
reasons more difficult to deal 
with. But I'm absolutely convinced 
that we should not make any 
changes out of economic necessity." 
Divorcing the issue-of the short 
term, the grading system and 
tutorials from the question of 
financing is essential before any 
reexamination or' reevaluation -
which might very ,well be necessary-
takes place. "I don't thi.nK we .'ve 
tried hard enough yet. I 'IIi not 

· willing to give up on some of 
those things. Once you give up 
on them, goddamn it, you'll never 
get them back." • 

Point Two: As far as Wadsworth 
i~ concerned, the Economy is 
finally on the-upswing. While that 
contention can definitely be 
debated, it is still a strong 
enough argument to justify ''holding 
on" to the Purchase Curriculum 
for as long as possible. As the 
Vice .President ·points out, Purchase 

· fared a- lot better in the Governor's 
Budget then it could have. "Given 
the state of the State this year, 
I don't see how we could have come 
out any better. · In fact, we coul-d 
have lost a lot that we coUld have 
never made up. " 

Point Three: He we'lcomes the 
enrollment freeze £rom Albany -
"I think that one of the tests 
of the well-rneanihg of Albany is 
that they rescind the increase in 

.enrollments. The fact that they 
did I find encouraging. The idea 
of the College stagnating because 
of the freeze is unfounded; in 
fact, he says, "I think this is 
great. By stopping our growth, 
we have a better chance of dealing 
with the problems that we have, 
If we stagnate in the next 18 
100nths, it will be our fault." 

Finally, Wadsworth sees Purchase 
as profitting as a result of some 
shifts in values regarding 
education that are taking place 
in society. In his perception, 
people are looking towards edu
cation mbre as a quality e:icperience, 
and that's what education at 
Purchase is meant to be. "Purchase 
has been devoted to creating an 
experience forpeople who are 

, economically arid socially not -
among the elite. The idea of 
Purchase was, to me, very clear 
that.was to give the finest 
possible education to people who 
can't afford it." These are words 
you'll only hear out of the mouth 
of Frank Wadsworth. He's dedicated 
to a "high-quality education 
within the context of a State 
school." An admirable goal --
and if ·you accept the first part, 
you're left with the problem of 
defining high-quality education, 
To Wadsworth, that's what's been 
attempted at Purchase - - and what's 
still being attempted at Purchase. 
"The fate of most experimental 
colleges," he points out, " is 
that after a few years, they have 
drifted off back into convention
alism." · As. far as Wadsworth is ' 
~concerned, Purchase is working --
notwithstanding any growing pains 
or economic pains. 

It's rare to talk to someone 
as encouraging and convincing as 
Frank Wadsworth. The- only thing 
we need now is morale, he says, 
'morale not only to last out the 
January blues, but the Spring · 
blues, and the blues next year, 
and maybe _even the year after 
that .•. 

· "I think you're being too 
gloomy about ,it," Wadsworth said. 
"Though history might ulti.rn<itely 
prove you right. I just don't 
think we should all get that 
discouraged. " 
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Letters to the Editor 
) both demanding and competitive 

, and -nothing like the picnic 
From Purchase to Cornell atmo~phere I so JTRlCh enjoyed here. 

It is difficult to draw a 
comparison between an emerging 
Arts College and an established 
Ivy I..eague University. _Having 
been a student at Purchase for 
two years and now enrolled at 
Cornell, I realize how those diff
erences have affected me and how 
glad I am that I left. 

There are a dozen libraries there 
with, periodicals from armmd the 
world and I wonder how some of 
the librarians here would conduct 
themselves in an atmosphere -where 
the staff actually works with 
the students and not against them. 

'EDITORIAL: Good education begins with talk 

Anybody who missed last weeks' faculty meeting missed a chance to see 
some Purchase Professors engaged in a rare topic of conversation 
around here; they were talking about education. 

All too often we get caught up in procedures. We become busy in our 
co11111ittees and get estranged from the fact tl)at .ultimately, this is 
a place where people have come tQ ·learn. 

Look at the way the short terms are now bejng discussed. · W~ aren't 
talking about how to create the best learning situation possible. 
We don't talk about ways to make the short term work so that it 
is fully ~tilized as a time ,for experimentation or i11111ersion. 
We talk -about eliminating them because .they have not be.en used 
properlY instead of figuring out \'Jays to make them work. That's what 
~pucation is supposed to be all about. 
The discussion that the Purchase faculty had was fragmented .'"' It had 
to be. We have strayed far from the kind of dialog where people ask 
themselves and each other "What is the nature Of a Liberal Arts · 
education ?" and "Isn't a College education supposed to teach people 
how to resist the judgment of society ?" 

And there are problems. One result of a conversation like this is 
the realization that we are · all here for different reasons with 
different understandings of Purchase education; the sciences want 
to produce scientists, not generalists, the .arts want to produce · 
excellent dancers, musicians, and actors, not students. This is what 
has happened in place of talk . This is the res.ult of divisional 
isolation and several hundred .colllTiittees. First, there iS. the change in 

the social scene. There are scores 
of formal parties and formal 
dartces, "but I have little time to 
get involved. My architectural 
studies keep me pinned to my 

The countryside is beautiful 
and those rare sunsets are quite 
spectacular. The campus grounds 
are well cared for and most 
buildings are covered with ivy. 
In contrast with the -hard -edged , . Yes, the Co 11 ege faces. sev-ere budget cuts that must be 
barren great court, Cornell students and hard. Frank Wadsworth once said that "The only way 
use and enjoy the grassy arts what we are doing in Albany's eyes, _is to do it well." 

fought long 
to justify 
And that 

desk and not panting at some 
glittering disco. After getting 
together a sophisticated Bergdorf's 
wardrobe here, I find myself 
consciously dressing down there. 
Mr LACOSSE turtlenecks are . 
gathering dust in the closet and 
so is my sex life. My nights are 
spent connecting lrnes and drawing 
angles over a drafting table 
instead of suggesting lines, 
working' angles and dancing into 
tables at CCS. Many of those 
late nights turn into all-nighters, 
a corrnnon Cornell experience. My 
list of friends is shorter but I 
find the people there like me for 
who I am. 

For the sports enthusiast, 
• Cornell is the place to be: 

hockey, football, wrestling, 
basketball. Cornell has the team 
and the cheerleaders ("Red and 
white --fight, FIGHT!") 
to edge them on. The pools look 
like scenes from an Esther Williams 
movie. In marked contrast to 
those infamous Purchase weekends 
when everybody splits,Home Game 
weekends at Cornell draw thousands 
of spectators who inevitably 
attend the victory dance at night. 

Scholastically I have much 
greater contact with_ my professors 
at Cornell who do not have to 
split for the city at five. It is 
a much less informal relationship 
than I enjoy~d at Purchase. It is 
never "Alex, baby," but always 
''Mr • tira) si-i. II , The program is 

I 'OF 

••• AND NOW I'LLSI-()1-J 
'(OU THE VISUAL.. 

f\RT5 &!tLL>ING .•• 

HOW f\IIAJ'JY DISC05 
00 YOU HAve=. A W5EK? 
WHERE: DO ALL THE 
G(J'{S HAtJ6 OuT? 

quad with trees, breezes and dogs starts with talk. 
of every shape and size. Walking 
through this large green area, 
the rusticated bell tower tolling 
in the distance, gives' a real 
sense of not just being someplace 
but of going somewhere too. 

I don~t miss Purchase except 
for Michael Baird, the Museum, 
writing for the LOAD, Karen P. , 
and Simon, Z. 

But I think I'll trade in 
Purchase's crazy social life and 
all the rest of it for Cornell's 
Ivy covered buildings and tradi
tional education. 
Small Changes 

To The Editor: 
The universe is always changing. 

Everything we see is composed 
of molecules and ions, which are 
constantly vibrating and inter
acting. On a somewhat larger 
scale, our bodies are composed of 
cells which are constantly dying 
and being formed. Even such 
things as-mountains or the gold 
ring on our finger are gradually 
being worn away. 

The movement ·of a clock or 
the sun~ the growth of a tree, 
the opening of ·a flower blossom 
these are small steady steps --
so small we seldom notice. Yet 
over a period of time the changes 
are quite dramatic -- a majestic 
oak _where once there was a fragile 
sapling, a blossom where once 
there was only a bud. 

People-change in small steps 
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too. Children grow over the years 
and learn complex behaviors like 
talking about sports, studying for 
exams, and courting members of 
the opposite sex. Adults change, 
too. Someone full of revolutionary 
zeal . one year may gradually 
become reclusive and cynical as 
their plans for changing the world 
get thwarted. Someone who has , ' 
been shy and quiet may over a few . 
months or years become ~ore relaxed 
~d talkative. · 

At times we get upset with 
the way things are, ahd then we 
want to see immediate change. 
We try to "convince" or "persuade". · 

--Sometimes we get reinforced, for 
this when the person "comes · 
around." Perhaps they say some
thing like, ·~eah, I guess you're 
right, I really should do . " · 
But a person saying this, lWhile 
under pressure), is no guarantee 
that their behavior will change. 

When it comes to changing our 
friends, our,mates, or ourselves, 
we actua1ly have more influence . 
over the long-term, gradual changes. 
Such changes are not written by 
Fate, but are a function of many 

- If they only get attention and 
applause for doing a Rembrandt, 
they will probably not get very 
far. In fact, t?ey will likely 
get frustrated and turn to some 
other source of reinforcement. 

Attending to small changes is 
a skill itself which takes time 
and many small steps to learn. Our 
rea~ing this article is one step 
in that direction. As we 
continue to learn this skill, 
we will come to see ourselves as 
part of an ever-changing universe. 
We will become more accepting of 
ourselves and of those around us. 
Behaviors that have bothered us 
in the past 'will seem trifling when _ 
we see them as steps in a learning 
process. 

Noticing sniall changes will 
help us feel optimistic and 
worthwhile in our complex society. 
We will come to see that the 
way we behave really does have an 
impact on the changes happening' 
around us, and we will -find that 
the way we talk and listen is 
moving people in ways that are 
helpful to us all. 
Richard Graham 

tiny step~ on · our everyday lives. . The Gynecological Saga 
l\bst of us have not learned to . 
wait for the small steps to 
happen. We want things to change 
RIGHT NOW. It may be helpful- to 
look at something we dislike and 
ask ourselves if it has to change 
immediately -- is it-a-matter of 
life and death or ~an we move 
slowly with it. 

We become more patient with 
small chimges as we learn that we 
do indeed have some say in the 
direction of the flow. · Helping 
our friends to change can be · 
quite exhiliarating in a delicate 
sort of way. This too, is a skill 
to be learned and requires many 
small steps. 

Let's consider an example of 
a friend or mate who is not very 
assertive. Suppose ' they just don't 
.let people know what's bothering · 
them until it gets to be so 
much they can't stand it any more. 
This is something which can change, 
but not all at once. We can't do 
it by '.'cbnvincing" or "persuading". 
Usually non-assertive people 
have been punished a lot for saying 
what they dislike out .loud. 
Listening attentively -without 
judgement while our friend expresses 
his dislikes is ' probably the 
most helpful thing we can do~ 
(Note: This is not usually easy 
the first time we try.) 

Noticing the small changes as 
they happen is another thing 
we can learn. This one is extremely 
important if we are going to 

·help others learn new skills. 
Consider the budding artist. We 
will be very helpful if we notice 
the small changes in their tech
nique. Perhaps their drawings of 
human hands are becoming more 
accurate; perhaps their faces are 
showing more emotion. If we point 
out these changes to them we will 
be part of two small steps toward 

_To The Editor: 

John Averill's article on the 
health service was pretty compre
hensive, he did deal wi,th most of 
the complaints the students 
have about it. But I wish he had 
gone into more detail about the 
gtilecological part of the services: 
I wish someone would find out 
what is going on there. My only 
run in with the gynecologist 
(which wasn't even a run in) was 
when I made an appointment which 
I badly needed and he cancelled 
on about ten m±nutes notic.e, 
leaving me and quite a few other 
women to wait until the next 
week. I made an appointment for 
the next week and when the day 
came I found he had cancelled 
again. At this point I started 
asking around about this guy and 
found that this was the fourth or 
fifth week in a row he had can
celled. By that time I was too 
desperate to wait around for him 
to finally make an appearance, so 
I went into the city. 

The other annoying thing about 
the gynecologist (poor man, I 
don't even know his name) is that· 
his hours, and the days he comes 
in on are always so arbitrary, the 
people 1n the, clinic never know 
when he's going to show up. Isn't 
it possible to· have' one set day for 
these appointments so that we 
know, every week, when he will 
be in ? 

The need for a gynecologist 
on this campus is too great for us 
to have to depend on an unreliable 
man. I understand' that he has 
other obligations, but if he finds 
it impossible to fulfill his 
commitments here, they should hire 
another doctor, preferably female. 

, ., , 1\ l <1\:i::•o I t~eir becoming a better artist. Cameron 1'-t>ffet 
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ON INTERVIEWING 
E.L. DOCTOROW 

E. L. _Doctorow is talking 
on the telephone. I am standing 
outside of the doors to hi~ office 
at Sa~ah L<1wr~nce (;ol:lege where he 
teaches writing. I am nearly two 
minutes late for an appointment to 
interview him. The walk from the 
Bronxville train station to the 
campus was rather 
had warned me the 
neglected to tell 
uphill. 

brisk, as Doctorow 
day before, but he 
me it was entirely' 

I am nervous. My eyes and 
nose are red and drippy from the 
cold and I had wedged my last, com
pletely spent tissue between seats on 
the train over fromWhite Plains . The 
doors are the old-fashioned, ·glass _ 
kind, flimsily curtained on the inside. 
I can see Doctorow at his desk~ He's 
making plans for a trip to England but 
I'm not eavesdropping. I gently, un
obtrusively rap on the door-- just loud 
enough for him to know I am there and 
waiting. And pacing. I see him stand 
and pull the telephone cc..rd with him. 
He knocks something over. If I can see 
him, I think, then he. can probably see 
me pacing. I _ sit; I don't want to ap
pear to be terribly tense. 

He has hung up the telephone. 
I stand. He opens the door, smiles and 
apologizes for the delay. That's okay. 
We shake hands; I like his handshake. 
He doesn't know that seconds before, the 
side of my forefinger served a ,s an im
promptu handkerchief. His eyes are 
twinkly and kindly, rather avuncular. 
I feel better. I quickly ask that he 
excuse my little ~rsenal of audio
visual equipment: a cassette recorder, 
a note pad, my Rollei and a copy of 
RAGTIME (heavily jotted in its margins 
although I will neglect t~ refer to 
notes today). I find an outlet for 
the recorder and turn it on. It's 
making a funny, slurpy sound that an- . 
noys both of us. I tell him that I 
heard an interview with him on WBAI a 
few weeks ago. What did I think of it? 
I thought the interviewer was obnoxious, 
made wild speculations about Doctorow 1 s 
intent and compounded his trespassing 
by interrupting constantly. Doctorow 
told this fellow that he's glad that 
he's only a writer and is not burdened 
with the endless probing and analyzing 
a critic must deal with. Tinged with 
facetiousness. Doctorow agrees with me, 
the guy was sort of obnoxious. 

He is currently working on a 
play which is to be produced at Yale 
this Spring. He was a recipient of a 
grant from the CBS Foundation which 
was _ e~tablished to fund playwrights so 
that they may create material that could 
be perfo~m~d at Yale. What i~ the ~~ture 
of ihis ~lay? ~I always find it dif
ficult talking about something when I'm 
working- on it. it Of course. I should 
riever have asked such an imposing 
question, l'm--sorry. "Don't be sorry. 
It's a valid question but I find it 
difficult to answer." 

I am interested in Doctorow's 
involvement in playwrighting. Does the 
approach to that medium vary from writing 
prose fiction? 11What I've discovered, 11 

he responds, "is that a situation exists 
in - theatre, in terms of the immediate, 
almost visceral experience the writer 
is f~ced with, which is essentially what 
the writer is faced with in fiction to
day. There is the need to. assault the 
form, to reconstruct it, to make it 
bolder somehow in order to get something 
done that's worth doing. -You sit down 

south stull 

I fell asleep after the stop in Macon, and when I woke uu again I found that 
someone had sat down in the empty seat next to me. He started talking about his 
family, his name was Fred and I reminded him, inevitably, of his daughter, who 
was meeting him at the s'tation and he would love 'for me to meet her but since 
I couldn't I could wave to her through the window. He seemed a nice old reCineck 
A black drunk cut in front of us in the information line, and a white man, who 
looked more like everyone's idea of a junkie than any junkie I 1 ve ever seen~ cut 

· in the line in front of him, and then the kinds of shoving and fighting that 
lead to a fist fight began. Being from New York and naturally thinking that I 
am tough and immortal, I interceded. I calmed-t;he drunk down and told the junkie 
that if he would leave I'd find out when his bus left for him . My drunk friend 
then started to tell me about the last twenty-five years of his life, and I did 
'a lot of nodding and muttering though I understbod one word out of t~n - . When we 
finally got to the desk and he hadfound out what he wanued to know and was 
turning to leave, we were bosom chums. He told me I was a sweet girl and offered 
me a dollar. I shooed him off and told him to g(, catch h~s b~s - B~t Fred, who 
had been listening to this whole conversation, suddenly swelred to enormous, in
dignant proportions and turned -red. What an outrage! a . black man offering a 
decent white girl - money. Oh God, I sighed-,- and dragged hiril away before he 
could -start beating the shit dut of my poor dqmk. 

I got him out of the building and onto the platform, a uiace of relative 
safety (away from eve;:.ybody) and then he started telling me about the can of 
mace hidden in his vest pocket. And then I started getting scared. But t 
got even scareder when he told me - about the loaded .45 in his case. "Anyone 
who comes near me's gonna get his head blown off.n I started t-rying to exrylain 
pacifism to .IFred. 11 I 1 d sooner blow that nigger's head off than look at him." 
At that point I shut up and started looking for - a - p6lice'man. - ntHggers, that• s 
what we call them where I come from, - just damn niggers. ,,- Whim we got on the 
bus there were no empty seats together, and I - sat as far away f~om him as I 
could and pr~tended to be asleep until he finally got off the bus. -

--Cameron Moffett 

process of seeing what plays I did not 
want to write in order to find the 
play I did want to write." 

(There is an inordinately long 
pause; I am acutely aware of the si
lence. I decide not to inject an in
anity just to fill the space for the 
moment and disrupt Doctorow's thoughts. 
I take the example of that WBAI inter
viewer who 'spoke incessantly and forced 
Doctorow to raise his voice to be heard.) 

He continues: "The Beckett, 
post-Beckett tradition which has dom
inated Ameri6an and European theatre is 

'now itself a cliche. Quite tedious· and 
dull. At the same time, ·a self-con~ 
sciousness has set in in the act of 
going to 'the theatre. The theatre aud
ience sits in the -theatre and an actor 
lights a cigarette; they begin to won
der if he's going to be able to light 
the cigarette on the first match. Or, 
if the actor's walking down a flight 
of steps, a certa,in anxiety will set 
in: They 1 11 think -he's going to trip. 

11 This is an audience that will 
be much more relaxed or at home with a 
predetermined activity on the stage in 
the way th~t it would be in film, for 
instance, or on television. I think 
people's aesthetic rhythms are shot. 
Certainly, young people grown up on 
television and, who, in thirty seconds 
or a minute, go througfra series of 
emotions designed by advertisers in 
the course of a commercial, have 
learned very quick adjustments to what-

Pliotographs by Everett McCourt 

very restless." ~do not necessarily 
agree with that but I do not tell him 
so; I am too busy-formulating the next 
question. I attempt to discuss the 
_cinematic qualities of both RAGTIME and 
THE BOOK OF DANIEL. I find DANIEL's 
depiction of contemporary America 
reminiscent of Dos Passos' use of news
reel snippets to show the U. S.A . at 
the beginning of _this century. Daniel's 
11 book 11 is hiti odyssey, a chronicle of 
America during the Fifties and Sixties. 
It is implicitly derived from the case 
of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, who 
were 'executed in 19 53 for allegedly 
transmitting atomic secrets to the Rus
sians. The power of the novel is 
achieved through images and small events 
like dishes left abandoned in a dish 
drainer as a boy's mother is inexplicably 
arrested; a desolate funeral at which 
gravesite peasants are gathered to say 
kaddish for Daniel's dead sister; his 
fervent but futile attempt to obtain 
the truth from -his parents' accuser 
whose mind is now fuzzed by senility. 

' In RAGTIME, the strong isolated 
images are preval~nt once again but the 
result is ultimately less affecting than 
THE BOOK OF DANIEL. Doctorow wrote . 
RAGTIME, he tells me, "along a nerve of 
imagery. I found delight in having _ 
gone literally from one image to the 
next. If I had any conscious desire 
to ·articulate to myself about the way 
this book was to be, I thought of it 

to write fiction and you discover you 
can't do it the way it was done in the 
19th century. It isn't possible. It's 
very boring, first of all, and I believe 
that the experience of writing cannot be 
boring or tedious to the writer because 

if it is, it will probably be to the 
~eader. What I have found, certainly 
in my last two books, is that it has 
been necessary to sort of overthrow 
something in order to get something 

, ever is being conveyed and from one 
second to the other, they can go live 
it because of the cut in the film, the 
abbrev_iated, _condensed, concentrated , 
message that is beamed out on the tele
vision. You've got to account for that 
on the stage. " 

in terms of a rigorous nar·rati ve in 
which the progress it made would be 
more important than the event or 
chara~te·r through which progress is 
made. It sounds a little peculiar, 
I know. There is a theory of charac
terization in it that is pre-modern 
that I ' don 1 t think any of the critics 
have really accurately ~icked up on. 
What you give up when you do this kind 
of rigorous, relentless narrative is 
the conception of character as developed 
by the modern novel. The dwelling in 

done worth doing. There has been a 
certain kind of aesthetic revolt. I 
find the same thing in w~iting this 
play, that I've had to go through a 

Doctorow says he believ~s that 
,audiences don't -nee9 exposition in drama 
anymore.· 11 When I read exposition now, 
in Ibsen, for example, I just get very, 

""'11 



- usuaiiY wnat ne wouxct do 1n any or 
his infrequent encounters with her woul9 
be to simply not say anything, not an
swer back, offer no explanation. For 
example, he'd been sitting under a tree 
in the snow composing a poem called 
1 My Mistress Is Not Coy' when she cam~ 
striding barefoot across the meadow, 
alternately staring purposefully at him, 
lips pressed, and looking equally as 
purposefully away, as if, as he was sure 
she conceived the case to be, she meant-' 
business. Barefoot, she wore the ex
tremity of her desperation as she might 
8 new pair of shoes. He purposefully 
stared at her as she sat down by him 
maintaining her mQist-eyed, tight-
lipped aversion for some time, and he 
dutifully noticed the significant 
flaring of her nostrils and the snow 
poignantly and methodically -- obses
sively!-- being compressed into water 
between her fingers. Her hair was wet . 
out of the shower and little icicle 
balls formed hanging like medallions 
around her ears. They were blue, her 
ears, and she shivered inside her light 
blouse. He would have pointed out that 
she was likely to catch cold, but she 
was obviously possessed of higher prior
ities and it would clearly have been an 
insensitive and brutish remark. After 
all, she was someone he had loved, and 
he did have her best interests at heart, 
even if he had no idea what they were 
and she would not tell him. But he took 
her to be, at least, sincere. He thought 
of reading her his poem (to break the 
ice, he would have said), b4-t she would 
have asked him Why, no doubt in a low 
clear tone of voice intimating great 
strain and at the same time great sure
ness, and he would have had to admit 
that it was a cruel piece of work . He 
even thought of placing a - hand on her 
shivering breasts, or even fingering 
her blue ear or chapped determined 
and sad wistful lips, but she was 
clearly not to be comforted, by him 
at 'any rate, and he was no fool, at 
least not anymore. His notebook 
on his lap bobbing w~th each urging 
of his erection was -both a foul dis
grace and a source of painful dis-

tress, and he thought it best to 
withhold any ambiguous engagement. 
In its stead he asked What's up? and 
her eyes darte d to him, cool and 
crystal like the iceballs rocking 
around her neck, and he only hoped he 
didn't look bored. His nose had begun 
to wrinkle-- he has never found out if 
it is perceptible-- when he's not b e 
hind the intensity of the gaze he's 
expected to re .spond to. Knowi ng he 1 d 
better leave soon, he asked her again 
What was she thinking of, and he touched· 
her bare foot to let her know he'd 
noticed.. Then in vague and strangled 
words she asked him What had happened? 
presumably referring to the disinteg
ration of their relationship, although 
this was never made explicit and he had 
already grown wary of jumping to such 
assumptions. By way· of indication that 
he was taking her seriously (it was the 
least he could do) and not shirking the 
responsibility that his irresponsible 
lust had foisted on him, he closed his 
notebook with a sigh. He fidgeted with 
his pen, watching her watch him, and 
felt as base as he had i n his life, 
(he felt malevolent') though no more 
disposed towards returning that gaze . 
Finally he said he didn't think she 
could ask that now, he didn't think 
they ·could answer that, really . It 
would be a recurring motif, this re
sponse, and. he made it with great sym
pathy, empathy even, and he knew of none 
more effective. She riodded, shook her 
head back freeing some of the iceballs, 
and wiped her nose. Return to the 
world. He felt then safe enough to say 
that he thought he"•·d like to walk around 
a bit, do some thinking for himself, and 
was it okay? He wanted to desert her; 
he did not want to be, feel, or act 
responsible. She nodded her head again 
Yes, but so subtly that he felt it only 

polite to fe iterate OK-. 
looked up-- he was standing" " 
and looking down her prickly back-
and she mouthed very quietly the word 
Yes, again so softly that, ~s if he 
was truly concerned that the force of 
her reply mattered, he said Yes? She 
repeated her Yes, a bit louder and more 
impatiently, and he turned to go. As 

5 

he left he pointed out that the problem 
she spoke about wasn't the relationship, 
as she'd said, but rather, the problem 
with the relationship was what was wrong 
with the relationship. she had no re
sponse. Afraid to express a concern for 
her well-being and thereby infringe on 
her priorities, at that point he sugges
ted in a spasm of genuine, howeve r 
displaced, concern, that, Why doesn't 
she go inside,because she makes him 
ne rvous sitting out here in the cold? 
She said, very quietly, looking at 
neither him nor her bare feet, Tough. 
He thought to ask her was she being 
funny or attempting to put him in his 
place, but instea·d he just said Tough? 
And then she looked at him again with 
her crystal look shaking the beads 
around her blue ears and said out of 
her pouting blue lips, Tough, meaning 
he'd heard her correctly. Which is 
exactly what he wanted her to realize, 
and he walked away without a sound, 
thinking of his poem, letting her final 
word sink through the silence to the 
bones of her breath. 

--Jeffrey Skoblow 

(excerpted from a senior thesis in progress) 

Columbus, Georgia 

My cousin, who looks like Mr . 
Cowboy from a Marlboro ad, and his 
-~irlfrie~d took me out one even~ng. 
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They even came up with ablind date 
for me, which I did not appreciate 
But he was very appropriate: this 
guy was so hick, so country, I al
most"laughed in his face. He had 
the slowest, thickest, , stupidest 
drawl; it took him a full minute 
to drag out a hello. But when we 
were in the car he suddenly said, 
11 Y1 all know that Ahm not suooose the psychology of the individual or the 

psychopathology. " 
Most of the major characters 

in RAGTIME are renown persons of that 
era: Harry Houdini, the illusionist ; 
Emma Goldman, a most .fascinating ac
tivist; Sigmund Freud briefly appears, 
just long enough to declare America 
"a mistake"; and the subjects of a 
sensational crime of passion in which 
Harry K. Thaw, the deranged husband of 
Evelyn Nesbit, murdered his wife's 
lover, Stanford White, the illustrious 
architect of his day. Doctorow has 
intertwined these peoples' lives with 
those of purely fictional characters 
and manipulated them into remarkable 
situations. 

I feel it is a cinematic no•el, 
to the extent that the riames of Doc
torow' s fictional c\'laracters (''Mother 1 s 
Younger Brother", "Brown Eyes", etc.) 
are like the names of the players in 
silent photoplays. "That's the first 
I've heard of that idea," Doctorow 
responds, "and whenever I hear a 
reasonable new interpretation of some
thing I've done, I accept it." We 
laugh. I honestly thought that was 
what he had in mind when he wrote it, 
I explain; I thought, because RAGTIME 
is set at around the time of the ad
vent of the motion picture medium, 
that the names of the characters held 
some significance. "It wasn_, t what I 
had in mind, but it's pretty good. If 
somebody asks me, I might use it with
out giving you credit." 

What about his use of irising in 
on specific details? That's another de
vice also common in silent film. 11 Th-at 
may well be a cinematic technique, but 
Dickens uses it. BLEAK HOUSE is a net
work of accidents, coincidences, people's 
lives crossing in different ways and 
revealed relationships ... I was not 
trying to be cinem~tic but I did love 
images as I was writing. You find the 
being of the book - in images, in pic
tures. I don't think a writer can ig-

nore seventy years of optical tech
nology. 

"I think part of the difficulty 
with the way the novel's been practiced 
in this country is that it has been a 
static thing; the connections that were 
made have been optical-- and to that ex
tent, I agree wi~ you." 

How does it feel to be a suc
cessful writer seemingly overnight? 
"I don't know. It's amazing how quickly 
one's astonishment wears off, how quick
ly you adjust to it. I'd say, once it 1 s 
established in your mind, the amount of 
emotional gratification you get from it 
i ·s very small. Obviously there is a 
cerebral, intellectual happiness, but 
in terms of one's daily life, well, 
fine. There's a degree of dis~sociation 
from it. Maybe it's a kind of self-pro
tection because you know that whatever 
kind of reception your b.ook gets, you're 
going to go on and write another one. 
Generally speaking·, · when a book is done, 
an act of disassociation occurs and you 
feel very remote toward it, at least for 
a year or two and then you begin to 
think again, probably worry about things 
you should have done, ways to make cer
tain parts better. _ The really profound 
gratification in this line of work is 
the act itself. I mean, there's a 
great happiness in being read and being 
accepted and in being well-paid." 

Where does he find the time to 
write these days? · what with teaching and 
speaking commitments in addition to his 
personal pursuits. "That's a very good 
questio~. In facti it's been difficult, 
so I'm going on a leave for the Spring 
semester ... in order to complete the 
screenplay and complete the play and 
to do some other things I have to do, 
like start my new book . So that's a 
very appropriate question." 

' An inappropriate question: 
What about celebritydom? 11 Well, I 
have a whole rap about · [thatl and 
what it really is and how it has no
thing to do with one's reality, but I 

to be out afta midnight." I was 
very surprise·d because he was at 
least twenty-five, and I asked why. 
"Well, it says in mah parole pa
pers that Ahm n~t suppose to be out 
afta midnight . " Lovely. It turn
ed out he 1 d been in jall for two 
counts of armed robbery and some 
missionary type had- discovered him 
in his lonely little cell, stuffed 
Jesus into him and got him paroled. 

So what did we do, four young 
people in a dead Southern town· on 
a Friday night? We did not go to 
the graveyard: a Southern pastime. 
They wanted to take me to the rol
ler skating rink but the line. w~s 
too long for us to get in. Rep~ 

rieve! Can you imagine the boredom 
that drives people in such masses 
to a roller skating rink? And all 
the movies were sold out, so we 
went and played pinball for a 
while, cruised around and then went 
back to my aunt's house for milk 
and cake. --C. M. 

won't go into that now." He pauses and 
rides a belch. 11 I thought we were going 
to have a literary conversation." He 
smiles. 

- The tape cassette slurps for 
the. last time and the machine shuts off. 
Our conversation continues more comfor
tably for several minutes until Doc
~orow realizes that it is nearly three 
u 1 clock and he 1 s scheduled to see a 
student in a tutorial whose work he 
hasn't even browsed. · Can one really 
teach writing? E.L. Doctorow leans 
precariously far bAck in his chair. 
11 Common wisdom suggests not." 

--Donald Margulies· 
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~() uasts of the irrev·ersibility (of entropy) is 'psychological' for it derives from the fact 

..1C we have a memory of the past and can thus possess knowledge of what happened 

at any earlier time but not of what will happen at a later moment. 

..... 

Carrolton, Alabama 

.Jackso.nville, Alabama 

We drove into a gas station 
and stuck to the plate glass window 
was a sign: OIL YES-JEWS NO. "What 
the hell is that?" I screamed. My 
friend turned to me, made an agon
ized face a~d told me to shut up. 
But his . wife , couldn 1 t see the sign 
and kept asking what we were talk
ing about . 11 Martha, please shut up 
up,n he begged . After we pulled 
out, I heard the whole story The 
brother-s who owned the gas stption, 
Smokey Joe and Kenneth Adams, were 
two of the most notoriou.s racists 
in the South . They've been invoT
ved in countless- murders and. lyn- ' 
chings but no one's ever been able 
to prove anything . 

The next day~ my friend decided 
that . I should see the p-art . ofthe 
South I wasn't likely to see with 
my relatives. We drove int·o the 
mountains, to Rabbit~own, Alabama. 
Rabbittown is _1:ike the moon. Cars 
go by so infrequently that people 
look out the window or rush out 
the door to see who it is. There 
are people here living in log cab
ins that their great great grand_. 
parents built They are illiter
ate, they have no running water, 
no electricity. I can't conc~ive 
of this kind of life, even with it 
staring me in the face. I don't 
think I want ·to know about things 
like this. 

·Oh, return to the ancestral home. The house my mother grew up in, the brass 
bed my grandmother was born in . My grandmother is straight from a Tennessee 
Williams play-- the southern matriarch. She wants to rule all our lives: her 
children's, her grandchildren's, and her in-laws'. I'm only planning to stay 
one day. One day every two years or so is enough for me. I t'hink. all family 
situations in the south center around the .mother, The Mother. Which is to 
say, if your grandmother is still alive then she's king of the mountain, and if 
your great grandmother hasn't croaked yet then she's the one with the oower of 
God invested in her. My grandmother's mother was alive until I was eight. 
I can still remember being terrified of her. Southern women are so charming, 
so pretty~polite, and cordial. Closet Nazis. 

Home again 

The flight back was boring, the stewardesses were ugly and the magaz i nes 
were all two months· old. I hit LaGuardia and jumped on a bus for Times Sruare. 
Queens looked just as dull and ugly as it always did. I sat and wondered where 
my friends were and what they were doing. I decided that as an extravagant 
finale to my trip I would take a cab home, so ther·e I stood, in Times Snuare 
at rush hour looking for a cab, when this man runs over to me and asks if I'm 
looking for one. I thought he was a cab driver looking for a customer so I 
said yes, he picked up my duffle bag and I followed him across the street . He 
had dumped al~ my things in a waiting car when I finally realized that there 
was a driver in there already; who .was this guy anyway? I didn't quite know 
what .to do, so I turned to him, smiled and said thank you. 11 Yeah, II he sneered, 
11 Now gimme a dollar." I stared at him in astonishment and ouietly handed it 
over. Welcome Back. --C. ·M. 

-Georgescu-Rogen 

Slm~JP>~Im~tt 

1 
Poised like a politician's wife 
Judi flashes a neon smile. 
She clutches her nervous fist
ful of attitudes 
behind her back. 
The Proud. Mother. 
Up against the table, 
I force a grin out 
through the steel jaws 
of my clamped mouth . 
Pip squints. 
Judi smacks David 1 s back, 
tells him to smile. 
Twitching like a finger 
on a trigger, 
Albert averts his eyes 
to the heavens. 

By the lamp, 
drenched in bright light, 
my father · stands 
behind his camera. 

2 
The picture is taken: 
shades of our lives 
are exposed to light 
on dark paper; 
an•instant is snapped 
from time. 

We rise and move on, 
sluggish and stiff 
like the moment 
while waking. 

--Andy Horn · 

r---- -------- ------ ------ ·-------
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GreatCresars 
ghost! 

lAll contributions may be left in the 
:special envelope outside the WAD office! 
:or given to Donald Margulies (B-303) or: 
:Jeffrey Skoblow (B-323-C). 
:come to a meeting in the second floor : 
!lounge of CCS at 7:30 Wednesday .evening,: 
;January 28, to discuss coming themes an~ 
:the limits of the possible. 
:No refreshments will be served. 
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Martin Luther King's· Birthday Slips By 
BY ANDY HUGOS 

Martin Luther King's birthday 
slipped away · with little 
acknowledgement from the student 
community. This is an incisive 
coiiDilent on our times. There were 
~sive demonstrations in the 
&ruth for full employment and 
against police brutality in the 
Black CollllllliDi ty: 30,000 in 
Atlanta and 10,000 in North 
Carolina. 

Stokely Carm1chael and the 
Student Non-violent Coordinating 
Colllllittee (SNCC) and Tom Hayden 
and the Students for a Democratic 
Society (SDS) both gave birth 
during the tUI\lUl taus days of 
civil rights demonstrations in 
the South during the 60's. 
Although the student COllllllliDity is 
ruminating again, much of th~ 
energy and movement sparked by 
Dr. King in the 60's has evolved 
into ~ither determined apathy and 
tunnel-vision on the one hand, 
or ultra-left Marxist baby-talk 
on the ·other. 

Without too much self-flagel
lation, we can honestly admit to 
ourselves that those days of 
student "freedom riders" fighting 
desegregation in the South and 
fonns of injustice everywhere, 
are gone. Students have made a 
decisive break from their past: 
their movement is a lesser one, 
and their very universities are 
crumbling in the face of depression 
and budget cutbacks. 

This is why I was so struck 
when it dawned on me that Dr. 
King's birthday had passed without 
acknowledgement, because what 
he was is still so pertinent today. 
He dreamed of full ~mployment -
and it's lower today than it has 
been in forty years. He dreamed 
of school integration yet a battle 
over bussing rages in Boston; 

the end to the City University's 
open admissions program will 
prevent 4000 Third World students 
from entering college; George 
Wallace is stronger than ever. 
He dreamed of a poor people's 
movement, yet unions are being 
splintered, and poor working whites 
in Boston and elsewhere have shown 
a tendency to flock to Reagan and -

.wallace rather than to ~ify with 
poor people of other colors around 
cormnon goal~ . . 
· 1n the _days since his death, 
many students have come to believe 
that we have cleansed ourselves 
of racial antagonisms and they have 
gone on to find new heroes and 
causes in Mao Tse-Tung and the 
anti-imperialists movement. 
The call for full employment which 
Dr. King so resolutely put forth 
is now seen in most left circles 
as revisionist, and all "true 
revolutionaries" must call for 
nothing less than socialism. 

While the intentions of these 

young radicals may be well-meaning 
they have missed the point: racism 
is imperialism at home. The income 
differential between black and 

white household~ has now reached 
the $4640 level. Thls means 
that black workers are exploited 
to the tune of $35-billion in 
extra profits for corporations. 
In -North Carolina, only 7% of 
the workers are unionized because 
white workers are played off 
black workers. In Boston the 
education budget as a whole is 
~ontinually being cut back. 
Racism permits this to exist. 

So I would like to remember 
Dr. King as a great revolutionary 
democrat. For regardle-ss 
of his ideological motivations, 
he took a most revolutionary 
course~ Who is a revolutionary 
but one who r eaches into the .very 
institutions of America - - the 
universities, the churches, and 
the unions -- to find people where 

they are every day and draws 
them into mass movements _? Who js 

a revolutionary but one who 
struggles for class-wide unity ? 
And this is· just what J;>r. King's 
Poor Peoples :V:Ovement was; as 
well as his special attention to 
the problem of racism. Who is 
a revolutionary but one who speaks 
out bravely against imperialism, 
and this is just what Dr. King 
did when he denounced the war 
in Vietnam -- much to the dismay 
of less progressive liberals. 

Who is a revolutionary but one 
who, as Che Gueverra once commented, 
"is guided by great feelings of 
love"? · _ 

So it does us well to reflect 
on this great leader 'of people. 
I ~st realistically confess that 
there is still racism on college 
campuses as there is everywhere. 
I see it when I walk into the 
rathskeller and see so few black 
people -- we may have rid ourselves 
of bigotry, but there are still 
rigid barriers which are very 
difficult to break down. Sixteen 
percent of the college-age 
population_ in New York is Third 
World, yet only 7% of SUNY students 
are Third World people. I found 
out just the other day that a 
young chiid died in a fire because 
firemen in many cities ·still 
don't go into a burning house to 
save a black child. ' 

" Indeed, if there were no r acism 
in the very structure of this 
country, the birthday of Dr. King 
would be an integral part of this 
bi-centennial year. But we.heard 
no pronouncements ,from President 
Ford who openly opposes bussing 
to achieve integration. 

Revolutionaries who dream will 
iream on and a nation in decay 
will continue to decay, if they 
do not study Dr. King. 

Chile: The · Church Speaks Up 
BY WENDY KAHN 

Ever since the violent over
throw of Allen~e's Socialist 
regime in Chile, the now entrenched 
military Junta has been faced 
with increasing opposition to its 
dictatorial polici es. The Roman 
Catholic Church, although tradi
tionally conservative and anti
Conununist, has of late been 
reported to be harboring fugitives 
from Marxist-oriented groups such 
as the now outlawed Revolutionary 
Left l>bvement (MIR) . 

The MIR is recognized as a 
number one detriment to Party 
objectives. NeveF even part of 
Allende's government coalition, it 
has consistently stressed the need 
for 'the development of a revolu
tionary consciousness among the 
masses. Not surprisingly, in the 
period following the coup, -members 
of the MIR were hunted down en 
masse-by military police, forcing 
the organization to go underground. 

In October, security forces and 
MIR guerrillas clashed in a small 
uprising which led to the discovery 
that certain priests and nuns had 
been giving sanctuary to political 
fugitives . . Since 1974, a Church
related orga:iliz;ation . called .the 
~ttee of Cooperation for Peace 
has been working to obtain amnesty 
for political prisoners, as well 
as offering economic aid to their 
families. The Committee has centers 
in Santiago and in other provinces 
t~oughout Chile. In Santiago 
alone, 17 lawyers work full-time 
defending political prisoners who 
could not otherwise afford legal 
assistance. · 

In effect, the Church sees 
itself, in a position whereby it 
can no longer isolate itsel:t from 
present government policy. The 
terrorist activity -which has been 
allowed to continue within Chile 

This division has been partially 
attributed to the emergence of 
~ger and more progressive 

~~The Bishops may be playi_ng 

the role of international Marxist 

agents without realizing it.'" 

religious figures· who have for 
some time opposed traditional 
religious doctrine, seeing it as 
unable to keep up with the changing 
tide of C~ilean politics. 

But the repressive legislation 
promoted by the Junta has even , 
begun to have a somewhat enlight
ening effect on reactionary elements 
within the Church. The Archbishop 
of Santiago, Raul Cardinal Silva 
Henriquez, remained generally 
apathetic to the rampant terrorism 
which ensued in the aftermath of 
the coup. During a visit to the 
Pope, he went so far as to disavow 
-knowledge of the torture being 
administered to political prisoners 
and countless innocents by the 
military police. 

However, radical opposition 
within the Church contributed in 
causing the Archbishop to take 
a definite stand in regard to 
government policy. The mounting 
condemnation of brutal police 
tactics by various Church-based 
factions finally forced him to 
issue a statement proclaiming the 
new r~pressive legislation 
"unchristian and undemocratic in 
principle." _A statement issued 
on April 24, 1974, speaking "for 
all the bishops of Chile" and 
signed by Henriquez, said: 

" ... We realize that particular 

circumstances can justify a 
temporary suspension of certain 
civil rights. But there are 
rights that touch the very dignity 
of the human person, and they are 
absolute· a~d inviolable. The Church 
has to be the voice of all, but 
especially of those who have no 
voic~." · 

This statement brought forth 
a response from the Junta, as 
formulated by General Gustavo 
Leigh. "The bishops,'' ne con" 
eluded, "may be playing the role 
of inte~ational Marxist agents 
without reaiizing it." 

But it seems more plausible that 
the Church, still fundamentally 
opposed to Marxist ideology, is 
simply flli~ctioning within a 
recently-established framework of 
"Christian democracy." This demo 
cracy has for some time included 
the right of every human being to 
voice his opinions freely, whether 
or not they coincide with those 
of the superstructure. Through 
its aid to political fugitives, 
Marxist revolutionaries notwith- .· 
standing, the Church is merely 
-exercising a belief in the neces
sity of helping those unfortunates 
being unduly oppressed by forces 
stronger than they. At the same 
time, thi? fervent Church activity 
can be seen as a public outlash 

directed towards more specific 
government policy. 

Certainly the Junta seems to 
view it as such. Recently, 
General Augusto Pinoc;het Ugarte, 
President of the Junta, dissol ved 
an Inter-Church Committee for Peace 
se~ing it. as a threat; to continued . 
government stability. 

The Church has, in effect, 
become the only institution left 
in Chile which is still able to 
·voice some OPP.9Si tion to mili t aiy 
policy. The question that ar1ses 
is whether it will be allowed to 
continue in the same vein. 
Developments as of late seem to 
indi cate that the struggle between 
the Church and the Junta has only 
just begun. 
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'Of Persian -Rugs and Pun_ch Bowls 
' 
>-3 

~ BY ROBERT NASON 
Q, 

~ I offer no apology for this 
~ piece. A recent visit to one of 
~ my rapidly diminishing number of 
~ friends at the f}ll!IOUS Ivy League 
~ college where he is going to -
~ business school was the inspiration 
~ for it. The sinall party that ' 
' followed in his room was the 
~ irupetus for writing t11i:;, if for 
~ no other reason than to show the 

difference between the parties 
of a small, arts_-oriented college· 
in Westchester and those of a 
famous Ivy .League business college. 
I played no noticeable. role at 
the party, as You Shall see, 
preferring to be the ,, guest who 
sits . in the corner with a spirituaJ 
lampshade over hls 'head, seeing ail
and knowing_ all, and keeping his 
mouth shut. 

Five minutes after the party 
started, John, ·a law student, ·' 
said, "Now can we please get down 
to business ?" · 

. Nobody at the party knew what 
John meant by ''busin~ss." They had 
come to have :ftm. Friday night 
and oh so bright. Pour a little 
more. John hadn't brought his 
fian<;:ee, and he was nervous; hiS 
hand trembled over -the edge of 
an armchair and his . back reclined 
deeply into the cushion. 

"Not here,'' said John's date. 
"You're not going to --" -. 

''Yes I am, so shut up. Every
body now: I want cdmpl~te silence." 

"John is getting down to 
business," said Sylvia Gleason, who 
thought she was being funny; the 
only one therewho really thought 
so was her bOyfriend who lived 
with her, Henly, and_ he wasn't 
very bright. He used to look like 
Ernest Hemingway ~ but one night 
Sylvia spread half a tube of Nair 
over her boyfriend's beard, and 
suddenly Henly didn't look like 
Hemingway· anymore. . 

"Shut up, Sylvia!" John yelled. 
''You always. think you're so goddamn 
funny, like when you put Naii all ., 
over Henly's face. Don't think he 
didn't feel stupid that morning in 
class." Eyes rolled towards the 
ceiling. The spoon stopped 
swishing about the pliD.Ch bowl and 
fell with a metallic clang -against 

. its side. It was almost· empty. 
It had been spiked. 

The moment. This was what John 
1 
waited · for, and J_i ved. for. He had 
a captive audience. • He had them . . 
They were smart and they would 
listen. · 

''We," he began. 
("Oh- -" someone whispered.) 
("Darrm.i£. ") . _. ' ' 
His eyes flared. ''Now 'listen!" 

John hissed. "If you don't pay 
attention to me, I'm going to 
pour my glas~ of punch all over 

Brooklyn accent. -
''Well, that was fun," said 

Gerald Barber, suddenly waking up 
with a heavy snort and gulp. 
"Is -it-" t-ime to go _?" 

"Oh, you damn idiot," said Johli., 
"You didn''t hear one damn word I 
was saying! !' John could apparently 
get himself very excited at a 
moment's notice, and he gripped 
his frail punch- glass tightly and 

H Anyone with · a· name 

like Henry Henly 

should not pass ~pinions 

on what is silly.~' 

said, ''You didn't hear, and you 
. wouldn't understand anyway. YoU 

know what the opposite of an ice
berg is ? Something ninety percent 
above water! Nothing underneath! 
Jerk!" He squeezed-the punch 
glass so tightly that it suddenly 

- shattered and all the punch burst 
out. 

"You sonofabitch!" cried my 
friend Lewis Adams, jumping to his 
feet. ''You spilled punch nn my 
Persian rug! ! 'invite you over 
here," said Lewis Adams with 
despair,"you hog the whole conver
sation, you bring along some hot · 
little tart -!rom God knows where; 
and to top it all off, you inten
tionally spill punch all over my 

white Persian rug." 
"I didn It intentionally . spill 

punch on your rug," replied Jphn, 
"It was an accident." 

"Acc;ident, hell!" cried Lewis, 
''You purposefully led up to a 
fight just so you could spill that 
punch on my rug. you know it, 
damnit, soadmit it." 

''You're rigYit," said John, · 
nodding his head fiercely. . I 

purposefully broke the_glass, 
sp1Llect the punch all-over your · 

· lousy rug, and cut myselL " He 
pofnted to a- tiny open wolind on 
his palm. 

"That's ~right," said Lewis 
stubbornly. 

"Silly," said Henly, gigg~ing. 
"Look who's talking about · silly,'' 

said Lewis, with deep aggravatio,n.· 
· "Anyone with a name like Henry 

Henly should not pass opinions 
on what is silly. What the hell 
were your parents anyway, 
comedians ?" 

. "Grocers," said Henly. By 
giving a serious answer, he was 
trying to ·be funny. 

'!Why' d you bring them ?" said 
Lewis to John pointing to Sylvia 
Gleason and Henry Henly. ''They 
won't ·stop tr,ying to -be funny! 
And they never are!" 

''They're in love," said John._ 
''Well, I didn't invite them, 

you brought them ... I invited my 
friend Robert, my sister, and you - _, 
and your fiancee. And instead you 
bring this jerk and his girlfriend, 
a little slut you picked up some
where, you spill punch --" 

"I'm not a jerk," said Henly;._ 

' 

"Don't call me a 'girlfriend'," 
said Sylvia. 

''What about me ?" said Gerald. 
"That does it," said John. 

''You've insulted Carol once too 
much. You're a goddamn dead man." 
He whipped off his jacket. 
, "Pick on your best friend, eh ?" 
said Lewis Adams, as John advanced 
towards him. 

"Don't think I can't defend 
myself," Lewis warned, his fists 
in front -Of his face. "I used to 
box. And I was damned good!" 

John began to grimly circle him, 
intent. He _moved in closer, as 
Lewis kept turning around, trying ~ 
to match movement for movement, 
-facial expression for facial 
expression, when suddenly, without 
the decency of warning, John took 
one solid punch at _Lewis's belly. 
Lewis fell, and John looked 
immediately relieved. · 

''You sonofabitch,. you got me!" 
moaned Lewis Adams from the floor, 

ttHe used· to look like 

Ernest Hemingway, 

but one night Sylvia 

spread half a tube of 

Nair ·over her boyfriends 

beard ... 

his face resting on the punch
soaked rug. "Damni t, you did it , 
you louse; My be?t friend! My own 
room! Ahhh --" 

Just then, John's fiancee 
walked in. 

That's pretty much what happened 
that night, and pretty much the 
way things are in the so-called 

· 'real' world. - I could go on to 
say that the territile thing · 
occurred: everyone found out 
that the expensive Persian ,rug 
was really a cheap camel's hair 
_rug lVhich Johil.' s fiancee · had picked 
out for Lewis a year or so ago 
when they were having an affair 
behind,John's back -- but •I won't. 
Because. this revelation never came 
out. I immediately jumped out of 
my corner, removing my spiritual 
lampshade from my head· and put on 
a real one. 

Trying to be funny. 

th;is white . Persian rug, and· make 
someone very, very mad. So--" 
Lewis Adams, my friend; owner of 
the room and rug, shivered. 

"Now I don't for one minute 
believe," John was saying, "that 

(!(!Very Good· Eddie: Good Show" 
· when the ground-hog comes out of / 
his hole on the second of February 
and is scared back down by his 
shadow if it is a sunnx day' that 
this means six more weeks of , 
winter. Nonsense! I think it 
would be obvious even to Gerald 
over there;" and he· glanced at 
the obese Gerald Barber, snoring 
at the end of the couch, ''that on 
a sunny day the ground-hog is 
merely trying to find some shade 
to cool off in." ' 

"And that's what chases him 
back into his hole; to get some 
shade if it' 5 sunny," sa;id Lewis 
Adam's sister (actually. interested 
in . this). "It has nothing to do 
with the fear motivation at all." 
She was a Psych major at Barnard, 
and obviously knew what she was 
talking about. . _ · 

"Not at all!" said John trium
phantly. ·~e goes back into ·his 
hole because he is frustrated that 
he cannot recline in 'his own -
shadow, which is, of course, 
impossible." Jolm took :-a quick 
sip of punch. ·~e goes back into 
his hole to brood about it for 
six weeks," he added with a 

BY ANDREA SACHS 

in 1915 "VERY GOOD EDDIE" opened 
for the first time at the Princess 
Theatre to excellent reviews. 
A~most 60 years to the day, 

. ,"VERY GOOD EDDIE" reopened again 
in New York City to charm and 
entertain its large audiences. 

"VERY GOOD EDDIE" was one of 
the first musicals ever produced 
on Broadway that deviated fram 
the operetta when some of the 
first moves were made in providing 
Broadway with both fine music 
and books -~ until this t\me the 
books had been noticeably :poor. 
The production was revived at the 
intimate and beautiful ·Goodspeed 
Opera House and was then moved 
to the Booth Theatre on 45th 
Street. Here many changes have 
occured which have made the show 
less saccharin-sweet and easier on 
the palate, of a ,great majority of 
people. I recommend this show to 
anyone who enjoys spending an 
evening listening to- the ·light 
and -delightful music of Jerome 
Kern and the fast mov~ng, although 

semetimes worn-out, ·book by 
Guy Bolton: 

In -the move from Goodspeed, one 
of the leads was changed, much 
to the advantage of the ,production.
The role of Elsie Darling was 
taken by Virginia Seidel. · seidel 
adds 'a wonderful vitality to the 
show with her dizzy character 
and Betty Boop voice. Some of 
the other highlights in the show's 
musical -numbers Hal Shane playing 
the banjo in "Gotta Dance'.', and 
Travis Hudson as -Madame Matroppo in 
"Katie Did" and "Moon of Love". 
All -three of these numbers are 
show-stoppers and serve to ' bring 
the audience closer fo the spirit 
and time in, which this musical 
was written. "' · 

Some of the cast_ were having 
obvious musical problems, many 
being actoTs rather- th::ln singers, 
but the fast ahdlgracefUl choreo
graphy by Dari ·Siretta helped 
to cover this -fault. ·The set, 
lighting, and costumes, by F~ed 
Voelpel and David Toser, 
respectively, added to the light, 

-fairytale quality of "VERY GOOD 

EDDIE". It is a worthwhile show 
to see if you are interested in 
walking out of the theatre happy. 

Admit One 
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Bob Gray: ~~ Tomorrow Starts Monday ••• '' ~ 
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~ BY LYDIA MARSHALL 

There I was sitting in brunch, last Saturday morning, nursing my 
Friday night hang over ••• JoAnne Wasserman came up to me and asked me 
to interview the · new Dean of Visual Arts. "JoAnne, what are you doing 
to me???" So, equipped with my panasonic tape recorder and my notebook, 
which I had lying around for just such an occasion, I went to meet my 
interviewee. His name is.- Mr. Robert Gray, and he had some interesting 
views on the Visual Arts Department. 

Marshall: Why did you come to Purchase ? 
Gray: 

M: 

G: 

M: 
G: 

M: 
G: 

M: 

G: 

It obviously has the potential of becoming the art center 
of the U.S. Part of the potential, besides the extreme 
architecture and facilities, is the location of Purchase 
in proximity to New York -- yet being separate from New York. 
One of the problems is that 'Dream' that everyone keeps 
referring to ... you never live today, ·everyone seems to be 
waiting. · You've got excellent facilities and potential in 
the Butler Building-- we can build; a major art program 
right in it. But right now it doesn't look lived-in, rather 
like somebody passing through. I think that's a continuation 
of the same attitude 'Let's wait until tomorrow,' · and tomorrow 
starts MOnday as far as I'm concerned. 
Our curriculum and requirements have been constantly changing 
a 1 ong with ou·r deans. Do you intend to change them again ? 
I intend to begin with what we have now, and to have ( a 
program) evolve over a three-year period. The only thing 
I woul~ have a serious question about is that short-term 
period. I think that it's ludicrous. Institutional 
innovations should not be forced on everyone. You can allow 
that kind of intense saturation within any regular program 
for those who want it, which would require more initiative 
and commitment on the individual's part. I would include 
those four weeks in the traditional semester I think, 

!' 

~~Purchase probably represents the 

actual state of the arts now in America--

excessively overplanned, extremely dependent 

on a cultural intimidation in art. 

but I haven't really studied the program yet. 
Do you see a direction for Purchase ? 
At a time when everybody is worrying about yet another 
change, I'm afraid that saying there will now be a direction 
implies somewhat of a miracle, and yet another change. 
I think that you'll find there will be an awareness of the 
direction you've already got~ becalise you're not focusing 
on what you're doing from what I can see; What you're 
doing is probably more significant than you realize, 
because you're waiting. You're looking in both directions 
except the present. I've worked with much less facilities 
at Cooper Union, in Silvermine our whole sculpture department 
was a saw. · Yet we made some pretty impressive things at 
both places. I've been at Penn State, which has a major 
art department, huge new buildings and facilities, and they 
too were making things . . It'll straighten out here now, 
not because of me, but it will straighten out. 
Did you meet the Art Department faculty 2 
I understand that the faculty were, to a large degree, the 
people on the Search Committee, although they had some kind 
of cross-representation •.. ! was very outspoken, said what 
I thought, answered their questions, and apparently they 
wanted me. Unless coming to Purchase means you lose, I 
assume it means I'm wanted. 
You've been quoted as saying that you th1nk Purchase is a 
challenge. Would you like to enlarge on that ? 
Purchase probably represents the actual state of the arts 
now in America-- excessively overplanned,.extremely 
dependent on a cultural intimidation in art, and an affluence 
that uses art as a number of things, one of those things. 
being investment -- without even knowing what it is in 
which you're really investing. I'm interested in experi
ential art, what it really is to experience again -- almost 
magical. And I'm interested in seeing how art literally 
surv:lves in such' an affluent but already economically 
trouoled situation ..• It's like a cutting edge of changes 
that are occurring nationally, but they've happened 
abruptly. So I left a very safe, cushy job to come here 
because of that. 
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Why did you choose to live in the dorm as opposed to 
finding more permanent housing ? 

0 

b:! 
'<: 

t>J 

~ 
&I 
~ 

§ 
~ 
1-3 

I really plan on working around the clock. I like working. 
I'd like to work in the most accelerated way possible, 
and do as much as we can as quickly as we can to get 
finished and on the road. So, living here is better than 
living in White Plains or some adjacent place. Also, 
I've never lived in a dorm. I went to graduate school 
at Yale and lived off-campus. It's a new experience 
kind of fun, but a little drab. 
Did you hear anything about Purchase before y_ou came here ? 
Oh yeah -- bad things. 
Bad ? 
There are three or five schools, (depending on how you keep 
score in the U.S. and Canada), who supposedly stuck their 
necks out and said we are going to show w~t a reaL art 
school program should be ... Purchase is one of them. It's 
a school that you hear was going to be something and hasn't, 
and people are wondering why. I haven't heard one happy 
person in the art department -- the faculty have one set 
of complaints, and the students that I've managed to have 
some sort of a conversation with have another set of 1 

complaints. Everyone seems so apprehensive. So I'd like to 
do a lot _of listening and see what I'm really hearing first. 
What do you thinkart at Purchase is ? 
Let me see. To answer you formally, it's the expression 
or the formalizing, the making into form, the essence of 
what humanity is. That's what I understand it to be. 
How important do you think New York City is in terms of 
us and art here ? · 
It's very important. The people in New York - - the 
painters, sculptors, are very nervous. The market has 
collapsed, they can't understand direction. It's very 
exciting, very uncomfortable -- things are certainly not 
standing still. We're kind of following things to a 
conclusion, coming to the end of a period 
in history and the emergence of a new kind of a period, 
which will probably be very time-consuming and very 
uncomfortable to be in. 

~~to a degree, education is that kind 
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of freeing process, making you suddenly less 

dependent on anything but yourself." 

Did you go around any of the studios in the Butler Building 
Did · anything strike you about Purchase art? Did you form 
an opinion ? 
None other than what I said. If the art that is visual 
in the Butler Building is any reflection of what's going 
on, there's not much going on. 
What do you think of the Butler Building ? 
It's a beautiful space. 
It's been in use only a short while and already it looks 
destroyed. 
There's a great deal of vandalism when there's unhappiness 
and anxiety. They start taking it out on these cold 
architectural monuments and that's not ·unusual. 
Being one of the older students, I have been exposed to all 
of the problems from '72-'75, and now nothing phases me. We 
are used to fending for ourselves, but an incoming freshman 
is not as equipped to deal with our departmental problems. 
If they ask me, I tell them they just have to do it themselves. 
That's not really good, To a degree, education is that 
kind of a freeing process, ·making you suddenly less 
dependent on anything except yourself. But if you are 
expecting a program to do that for you abruptly on a 
freshman level, then you have to have a fantastic editing 
process and a selection process. To expect freshmen to 
suddenly stand on their own two feet is absurd. 

It's not a case of standing on their own two feet. We all 
seem to be waiting for the new building. I say there's 
your drawing table, go ahead, do it now. 
That's what I plan on doing, doing it now. With the 
economy the way it is now in the nation, let alone New York; 
I'm walking into this with very little assurance. But 
unless they close the whole state, I 'think it will work. 
And it will work significantly. 
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The KENT BICENTENNIAL PORTFOLIO 
lis on exhibit at the Neuberger 
Museum through March 21. The 
Museum is open Tuesday--Saturday 
from ll : 00 am to 5 : 00 pm and Sunday 
from 1:00pm to 5:00pm. 

The General Programming Committee 
will present JONATHAN EJ»>ARDS 
and TOM RUSH AND ORPHAN, in concert 
on Saturday, February 7 in the 
Action-Education Building. 
Tickets are $3.00 for Purchase 
students and $,5. 00 for others. 

~-
~5· 

The OORIAN WIND QUINTET in an 
EVENING WITH HENRY BRANT will 
perform on Wednesday January 28 
at 8:00 pm in the Humanities 
Auditorium. Admission: Purchase 
students, $1.00; students with · ID, 
$3.00; General Public, $4.00. 

"Ef'r8!~~~ ~ DfPRE551oJJ YEAfl.S 
ON FILif 

"The Depression Years on Film" wilf 
be presented in Room 1043 of the 
Humanities Building on the 
following Wednesday nights at 7:30: 
THE GRAPES OF WRATH, January 28; 
WILD BOYS OF THE ROAD, February 4; 
ALL THE KINGS MEN, February 18; 
'IT HAPPENED ONE NIGHT, March 10; 
'BOYSTOWN, March 17; and TO DIE 
IN MADRID, March 31. 

~ . ~ 

AffTS Ot>l 
F.U.M 

The Arts on Film.will present THE 
SPIRAL -JETTY . and FILMS ON MONDRIAN 
on Sunday F~bruary 1 at 2:00pm 
in the Humullii ties Auditorium. 
Admission is free. 

*~~~ 
1'\I'VIUII. t-~:=;f 1o1f 

MAGICAL HISTORY TOUR, a campus 
program centered around American 
history and culture, will take 

_place between March 1 and March 14. 
If you would like to participate or 
if you have any suggestions, please 
contact Kevin Wallin in the Office 
for Student Activities, Room 2003, 
Campus Center South, ext. 5166. 

~R~~~p 
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PERF~~ 

There will be ·a Music Division 
Recital on Thursday, January 29 
at 12:30 pm in Campus Center North 
Room 1023. Admission is free. 

Auditions for "A PARABLE" will be 
held in the reading room of the 
dining hall Sunday, February 1, 
from noon until 4 pm. - Open to 
anyone with the time, energy 
and inclination! 
The MJsic Div~sion Junior Recital 
Program will present Luellen 
Abdoo, violinist, on Friday 
January 30 at 8:00 pm in Campus 
Center North Room 1023. Admission 
is free. 

The Music Division Junior Recital 
Program will present Jonathan 
Lipton, French horn, tonight at 
8:00pm in Campus Center North 
Room 1023. Admission is free. 

r.d®C., 
Beginning Wednesday January 28, 
the Fdod Coop will · operate out of 
Room 0033, Campus Center South. 
Hours are 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

' 

~APPUCATiOt.J~ 
~ 

Resident Assistant Applications 
are due today in the Housing Office 
in the Dining Hall at 5:00 pm, 
Thursday, January 29. 

Ut~-
There will be a Coffeehouse -
tonight from 10:00 until midnight 
in Room 2008, Campus Center South. 

.· .~ 
There will be a Coffeehouse on 
Sunday .February 1 at 9:00pm-
12:00 midnigh,t in Room 2008 of 
Campus Center South. · 

• There will be a Coffeehouse on 
Thursday, January 29 in Room 2008 

· campus Center South from 10:00 pm 
to 12:00 midnight. 

• The Commuters' Government Coffee 
Hour will be held in Room 2008, 
Campus Center South on Wednesday 
January 28 from 8:30am to 11:30 am. 

~N 
A meeting about MAY 1976 GRADUATION 
will be held in Room 2007 of Campus 
Center South at 7:30 tonight. 

~1!!)~@00 
~@®ill~~ 

The Faculty and Staff Lunch Lounge 
is open Monday through Friday from 
11:30 am to . l:30 pm in Room 0017, 

. Humanities Building. The menu is 
assorted sandwiches, relish tray, 
coffee or tea and pastries. Price 
is $1.50. 

~~~ 
The Student Senate will meet at 
8:30 pm in Room 2007 of Campus 
Center South tonight. -

1XJ§lf8GQJ . ~&o 
~~I!J8~r:J G8J!J[;Qo 

Any student interested in serving 
on a review committee for 
Action Education faculty member, 
Susan Starrett, please contact 
Adam Nagourney, c/o the Senate 
Office, Second Floor CCS, ext.5577, 
or box #1193. For evaluation 
purposes, the student should have 
taken at least one course with 
Ms. Starrett. 

Tonight at 7:30.,. the Purchase Film Series presents "A STAR IS BORN" 
and "THE ZIEGFELD GIRL" in the Humanities Auditorium. On Friday, the 
films Wi 11 be '~I EVEN MET HAPPY GYPSIES" and "THE WHITE BIRD WITH A 
BLACK SPOT". Admission: Purchase students 75¢, students with ID $1.00, 
others $1.75. 

,, 

MT. VERNON BUS SCHEDULE 
Effective Jan 12-Apr 9, 1976 

LV MT VERNON 
7:45 am 

12:15 pm 
6:15 pm 

LV PURCHASE 
7:15 am 

11:30 am 
5:30 pm · 

ARR PURCHASE 
8:30 am 
1:00pm 
6:45 pm 

ARR MT VERNON 
7:45 am 

12:15 pm 
6:15 pm 

Bus departs and arrives at Campus 
Center South, Purchase. 

The Purchase Five Basketball Team 
vs. Mt. St. Mary College game will 
take place -Thursday, January 29 
at 7:30 pm in the Main Gymnasium 
in the Action Ed Building. 
Admission is free. 

._/ 

.Intramurals sponsored by the 
Physical Ed Department for students, 
faculty and staff, will be held at 
6:00 January 27 and 29 in the Main 
Gymnasium, Action [d Building. 
Interested participants can sign 
up in Campus Center South, the 
Dining Hall or the Intra~ural 
Office. 

Basketball Intramurals will be held 
in the Main Gymnasium in the Action 
Ed Building at 5:30 pm, January 29. 

HE/ io.tRoPE t +UI'S 
fflJffi I tJ& OID/ HOJSE 

He~iotrope & Puce's Floating Open 
House will be held on the Third 
Flo.or of Campus Center South at 
4:00 pm - 6:DO pm, Friday 
January 30. 

VmiTI 
Application forms to register to 
vote in Westchester County are 
available in the Library. They 
ca'n be fi 11 ed out and sent by rna i 1 . 

~~ lfltrO{}DfiJ9J 
~~eJfli>fP 

1here will be a Poetry Writing 
Workshop at 8:00 pm in the Reading 
Room in the Dining Hall on 
Wednesday, January 28. 

There will be a workshop called 
Dreamwork for students who have 
been keeping a dream journal, at 
):00 pm - 5:00 pm in the Humanities 
Building on Friday, .January 30. 

of 0&/JJ'irfiJ 8111 'i?CJB 
fr!XJfi1)8gl! 

D~e:J~t:!J.8.§Jg<::>~ 

Helene Moglen will hold a discussion 
on Death in the Family at 7:30 pm 
in the Reading Room of the Dining 
Hall on Thursday, January 29. 

. @@r;x;:;)®GJ8 w 
TJiJ!XJ8& 

The Newman Community Mass will 
be held on Saturday January 31 
at 7:30 pm in A-Wing Academic 
Lounge. 

SEXVF'ILIT'( AtJD 
c:.oNTR.ACE PT"J:Otv' - , 

Dr. Melvin Padawer will show a 
film and hold a question and. answer 
discussion on Sexuality and 
Contraception on Wednesday January 
28 at 7:00 pm in B-Wing Academic 
Lounoe. 

emonstratton 
There will be a demonstration at 

the SUNY Board of lrustees meeting 
in New Mork City .Wednesday morning, 
January 28, to pressure the Trus
tees to oppose cuts and tuition 
increases at SuNY.· It will begin 
a state-wide effort by SUNY and 
CUNY students to stop the dis
mantling of public higher educa
tion in New York State. People 
who are interested in going 
please attend a short meeting at 
8 p.m. tonight on the second floor 
of CCS. Cars wi 11 leave from the 
CCS parking lot 7:30 Wed. morning 
anc.lr~t.l!rn~ at l2:3Q i;,l}at af:"'"""'-O.QQ!l.:_J • 


