
· Students at the Town Meetin~ · in the Dining hall 

PurChase to Alb3ny: 

Film students in President Kaplan's office 
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WE'VE HAD ENOUGH 

llY MADELEINE KEARNS 
When Pres.ideni: Kaplan came to 

speak to ~ angered film department 
Thursday night, he was confronted 
by over 300 students demanding to 
know what the budget cuts would 
mean for the entire College·. 
He attempted to ease student con
cern, but only succeeded in arous~ 
ing it further. "I tried to make 

Film Student Doug Miller 

it clear when I first came that a 
school costs a great deal of 
money. Now Albany is trying to 
reduce the ca~h flow -- they are 
only letting us squeeze it out 
of them. 1 

"The money crunch is not new, 
but has been going on for the-past 
two years ,:• Kaplan said. "I asked; 
Shall we change the nature of the 
school ?" Boyer said no, but we 
have no money." He maintained that 
any modifications at Purchase due 
to the budget cuts would attempt 
to preserve the original concepts 
of the school. He pointed to 
possible ·modifications in the 
_present calendar, which he des
cribed as too expensive, as it 
involves seven registrations. 
Kaplan also suggested a re-exam
ination of perspective enrollments, 
especially in the film department. 
'We'll have to look at the entire 
program and change it to what we 
can do realistically." Purchase has 
asked for 19 new faculty lines, 
with an incoming class of 200 
for next year, but "no one knows 
whether it will .go through." 

Kaplan assure~ the students 
that the buildings presently tinder 
construction would be completed 
because it would cost more money 
to cancel them. "Space is the 
least of our problems," he added. 

Students raised the issue of 
the present catalog which, it ' was 
felf, did not state conditions at 
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Purchase accurately. "I feel like 
I came here under false pretenses,' 
said one film student. "Things 
are horrendously bad in our 
program .. , If I had known, I would 
never have come here -- I'd have 
gone someplace else." 

Kaplan was unable to give any 
assurances about Purchase's future. 
"If there is a complete default 
by New York City, there is no : 
knowing what may happen in the s: 
worst of circumstances." .g. 

Some student reaction to the g 
confrontation was vehement . ._ 0' 

"What he was saying was : the cc 
whole evaluation system may be ~ 
.scrapped, short terms, individual ~ 
attention and small classes thrown ~ 
out, and he can't do anyting ~ 
about it. Those are the things ~ 
I am here for, ana I won't stay 
without them," said one student. 

"I don't know," said another, 
"the whole fucking school is 
going down the drain. Kaplan can't 
do a thing -- it's up to us." 

Directly after the meeting, 
about thirty students met to dev
elop a course of action. They 
broke up into committees in order 
.to organize a day devoted to 
education and discussion on the 
financial crisis and its implic
ations. The teach-in will take 
place just before the demonstration 
·in Washington scheduled for · 
November 18. One of the students 
involved said, "The demonstration 

will ·involve all the SUNY schools. 
Education is the l ast priority 
for the- Federal Administration, 
this will at least bring pressure 
to bear to make our congressmen 
see otherwise. The students are 
the only ones that can prevent 
higher education from being totally 
shoved aside." 

President Abbott Kaplan 



: Bad News at the Gym: Layoffs and Possible Closing 
·s . . 
~ BY MICHAEL POWELL there would be a standing request 

for money every yea~. - August does 
not plan to bring his request to 
the Senate until after the Senate 
elections in November. 

~ Student workers have been 
~ laid off at the Gym because the 
~ Department has run out of Tempo
~ rary Service Funds . If no addi
~ tional funds or. source .of revenue 
~ are found the ,gym would either 
~ have to severely curtail its 
~ hours or close. 
"1 "The last thing I want to do 
,.t. is clos·e early. We f_ully expect 
~ to stay open for the rest of the 
~year, though ther.e will be some 

more cutbacks in hours. and oerson
nel " sair.:l Irwin August, Act).or1 ' . ' . . .. ~ 

Education Director. He added that 
the Ai::lmiRistratibn is moving $4000 
in uncommitted funds over to the · 
gym so as to meet the st~dent pay
roll through the first week in 
December. 

August met with President Kaplan, 
Vice President Davies and Pat 
Coug0.lin, the Director of the 
Business Office, . last week, to dis
cuss possible solutions: August 
was given 4 choices, all of which 
would have to be implemented to 
some extent. These were:to cut 
back on gym hours and payroll, lay 
off temporary office help,.increase 
the renting of the gym facilities 

- to outside groups, and to ask ·the 
Student Senate for money to help 
fund the gym. 

This proposed funding by the 
Senate is heavily stressed as a 
first step by the Administration 
and August. "This is a step I 
have been planning to take for 
quite a while," said August . . The 
time has Gome on this campus when 
the Student Government is going 
to have to strongly consider 
funding a portion of the' gym pro'
gram." Both August and Coughlin 
pointed out that this is a "common 
procedure" at many other State 
Universities. August added that 

The immediate reaction from the 
present Senate was largely against 
giving ' any money to the gym. Tim 
Hill, student Treasurer, commented, 
"We (the Senate) carmot afford 
to support divisions on this campus. 
People, including Mr. August, must 
learn to live within their budgets. 
The gym has not learned this." 
Laura Lesser, head of the Senate 
·Financial Committee, concurred . . 
"I think money should be ·spent pro-

.perly. For the second year in a 
row, the gym has lived beyond its 
budget. It would be a disgrace 
to fund it." Student Senator 
Bert Klavens felt that "to lay off 
student workers because he 
(August) overspends is not right.'' 

Coughlin said that while more 
money has been requested from 
Albany in next years' budget, the· 
"situation will ne'ver pe such that 
the gym will be able not to ask 
for money." 

The layoff of students and the 
proposed cutbacks in the payroll 
have elicited much controversy. 
Tile Administration has directed 
August to cut back his bi-weekly 
payroll from $1000 to $800. 
Coughlin said, "This ' is obviously 
not something any of us wanted 
to do .. However, given the finan
cial state of the gym, we have 
no choice:" · 

Many of the laid off students 
expressed anger at being out of a 
job. One studetnt stated ''We were 
promised jobs for the rest of the 
year. It seems we always _ end up 
taking the burden of somebody 
else's mistake." 

August denied promising students 
jobs for the whole year. H~ did 
express "deep regret "at ' having to 

lay off students. He felt however wasn't aware that money would be 
·that he had no choice, saying "I ' needed or spent in certain areas." 
hope to not have to lay off any more Coughlin agreed that August 
students, though there will obvious- may well need more money. However, 
ly be cutbacks in their hours." he said "Nobody's given all the ' 
He added that while he needs at money he needs. He'll advise us 

. least $17000 in Temporary Service weekly on his situation." Coughlin 
funds every year to run the gym suggested the possibility of hiring 
(the gym presently gets $8000), he more work study students, though 
did run out of money sooner than he he said ''August has to manar e his 
thought he would. He said, "I own needs :" 

Stonybrook Considers Leaving SASU 

-BY PETER KURZ AND PAUL SPILLINGER . 

Stonybrook's $8000 worth of dues 
to SASU have been frozen by the 
student government there. Repre

· sentatives from Polity said that 1 

this action was a protest over the 
seating of the Third World Caucus. 

for SASU, feels that it is unfor
tunate that such an action should 
occur now. "It is ironic that 
such a move was taken at this time, 
.when everyone needs to pull to
gether. we• are now dealing with a 
real issue and' this is the worst 
time for Stonybrook to take. such 
action." -

Stockdale Recalls Visions of Paradise Lost 
Student governments at Cortland 

and Brockport have discussed-sim
ilar moves but are presently taking 
a "wait and see" action. 

"A lot of people are annoyed and 
pissed off at the caucus. But it 
is a very trivial matter. There 
is more to SASU than the Third 
World Caucus," said the SASU 
representative at Cortland. The 
tepresen'tative also said that the 
Student Association Pres ident, 

BY JOANNE WASSERMAN 

Students aren't the only ones 
who have gripes about Purchase 
these days. Joseph Stockdale; Dean 
for the Theatre Arts Division, one 
of the newest members of the 
College said that he was unaware 
of some of the problems before 
coming here. "It- was probably 
my own stupidity," he said, "But 
I thought this place was paradise." 

Stockdale pointed to th€ Master 
Plan which still calls for a 
Repertory Company in the Theatre 
students' fifth year. "No one's 
ever said it's been scratched," 
he satd,"It's in the Master 1 

, Plan·" 
' Stockdale also cited other 
problems that he did not know about 
before coming to Purchase. '7here 
is no movement for the freshman 
actors . We don't have a faculty 

\ line for the Movement Program. 
There's no directing faculty. 
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Joe Anthony does it as overload. 
There's not. enough space that 
complies with where a play will 
be. The Program is just not 
supported." 

"There's constant frustration 
here because of arising expect
ation. You have to look at what 
you want and what you've got." 

Stockdale feels that Purchase 
has a "damn good faculty and tre
mendous students." On that basis 
Purchase can "still be first-rate. 
You've got to create the most 
creative situation vou can." 
' "But don't tell students that 
they can have one thing when they 
can't,'' he said,'' Before~ ! came 
here, I asked myself how could 
Purchase be operating with such 
problems _?" -

Mark Minasi, Treasurer for the 
Student Polity, said that there 
was overwhelming support to freeze 
their SASU dues. ''We are question
ing the legality of the Third World 
Caucus and the way in which SASU is 
dealing with real issues.'' The 
caucus, consisting of a repre
sentative from each SUNY school, 
was initiated in an attempt to 
provide adequate representation of 
Third World students in SASU, the 
Student Association of the State 
University. 

Another member of Polity said 
that SASU was "very unrepresenta 
tive" of the SLI-JY students ' and had 

- "sloppy procedures". It was • 
pointed out that ·the freezing of 
the dues "does not constitute the 
actual divorce from . SASU. '· 

Larry Lopez, Media Director 

-
F ilm Equipment ·-fn Jeopar~ly 

BY ADAM J. NAGOURNEY 

College administrators have 
assured Purchase film students that 
they will be able to get equipment 

JoAn Straus, V.P. for the Arts 

~ 

\ 

needed to operate the film depart
ment, despite the apparently · 
i nevitable default of the State 
Agency responsible for yaising 
money t o fil}ance equipment purchases . 

The students, who occupied 
College President Abbott Kaplan's 
office, have been waiting for some 
pieces of equipment for as long 
as two and a half years. 

The students met with Vice 
President of the Arts, John Straus, 
and Purchasing Agents Nick Lentner 
and Dave Snyder in Kaplan's office 
to discuss the serious under
equipping of the film department. 

The AdministFators went over 
the purchasing process in detail, 
which includes up to thi rteen 
separate phases and reviewed the 
list of equipment on order, eA~lain-

~ ing 1he stage where each piece of 
& equipment was in the ordering 

process. 
Speaking at the me~ting with 

film students, .Dave Snyder said 
that "The· monev has beeri allnc ... 1.ted 
for all the eqi.Iipment listed. 

is taking a wait and see attitude. 
;;I can get enough pro -SAiU support 

on the Cortland campus to fight 
against an action," said the. SASU 

·delegate. _. 
"There may be a move to leave 

SASU, but we haven't announced it 
yet," said Brockport Student 
Senate President Clark Gehman. He 
failed to comment any further. 

At a SASU meeting two weeks ago, 
a number of schools failed to send 

• representatives. The consensus 
among SASU members was that this 
is still a young organization and 
will grow with time. 

0\'er,\ Unsold 

Bonds 
However, " he continued, "it's in 
transit." Speaking ear;lier that 
day, Snyder said that he does not 
think equipment purchases would 
be affected by a New York State 
Agency default. 

Equipment is financed with money 
obtained by short-term notes sold 
by the Hous ing Finance Agency, the 
same agency that raises money to 
finance construction. Speaking 
last week, Paul Beleka, the Direc
tor of the HFA, said that the 
agency is not going to be able 
.to sell State University1 Bonds 
next month , which means that the 
State Uni versity officials ar e 
goi ng to have t o look elsewhere 
for money . 

State University officials said 
that i f the HFA cannot sell bonds, 
it is very possible that construc
tion might stop aid, equipment 
orders wouli;l be fro'zen. 

Administrators here do not think 
this is possible, and say that 
Albany officials have told them that 
the orders will be processed. 



Provoked fr,om North to the .President's Office 
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BY KA1HY BERKE 

Last l~ednesday, ~tudent~ of 
the Film Department decided to 
occupy President Kaplan's office 
because they were · frightened ' 
and frustrated. They were 
frightened because the moratorium 
on construction throughout the 
SUNY system meant that the Theatre 
Arts Instructional Facility was not 
going to be built in the near 
future. 1They were frightened 
because Professor of• Cinema 
Arts, Willard Van Dyke, had · cast;. 
a shadow of doubt over the ~uture 
of the Film Department after his 
retirement in ·August of 1971. Said 
David Rogow, an instigator of the 
plan for occupation, 'We've already 
tried the normal ·channels. We are 
occupying the President's office." 

Equipment which had been sup
posedly on order since the begin
ning of the Film School in 1972 ~ 
still had not been received. The 
film students, all 40 of them, are 
still crowded together in rooms 
in the bottom of CON. Last year 
the department had been promised 
an, extra full-time faculty line 
with the admission .of a freshman 
class. The freshman class arriyed, 
but the extra line was refused by 
Albany. 

The remaining faculty is not 
only overburdened by the workload: 
they are also not qualified enough 
to fulfill the demands of 
a professional film school. 

"I am qualified to teach docu
mentary," said Van Dvke, "and we 
can give the stude11ts a background 
in Avant -gard theory, but we don't 
have anyone to teach narrative. 
lfuat kind of film school is it 
that doesn't offer narrative ?" 

There is also no operating 
budget, which means that there is 
no way for things to be bought 
immediately. Equipment had to 
be repa11cu us1ng money out of the 
pockets of · the students themselves.' 
There was no money for transport
ation . into New York City in order 
to get film into a laboratory and 
processed. The problems were exa
cerbated by the fact that the 

. film program as it exists has. 
very little relationship tn 1~1at 
was stated in the Master Plan, 
which still discusses the possi
bility of television train~ng 
programs. It "encourages its -
students to work ... Dance, Music 
ana the Visual Arts, and to 

explore ways in which the various 
media may be fused to create new 
forms of expression." 

"That's basically bull-shit," 
said one filmmaker. "It's really 
laughable," says Doug. Miller 
to John Straus. ·~ou can't put 
what you wrote in the catalogue 
and have what you hav'e." 

Iris Kahn, a woman filmmaker 
who is sick and tired~£ the 
frustration she's encountered 
'trying ·just to get lightbulbs 
for the projectors, said,"We're 
talking about lawsuits. There's 
a case in the appellate division 
right now. A fellow at Stonybrook 
is suing on the basis that a 
college catalogue is a contractual 
agreement7between a student and a 
college. We've invested several 
thousand dollars worth of money 
and time." 

Equipment for the department 
is presently bought out of Library 
allotments. The money was to be 
put back when the Theatre Arts 
building was completed. Straus 
predicted that bidding for con- , 
struction would be, at the earl1est, 
1977. "The future is uncertain," 
he said. · A student asked him 
"What about operating funds,so that 
we can have batteries for our· . 
flashlights ?" Straus answered, 
"At the final budget hearing in 
Albany, Vice ChancPllor Spindler 
said,' Are there ail.y questions '? 
Well, I said, yeah there's a 
question. The campus at Purchase 
is getting some very expensive 
equipment. · We h3.ve 77 pianos, and 
no spec~al funds for piano tlining 
We've got to have the funds to 
maintain this equipment. It must 
be maintained because it's sur,·· 
posed to have· a life. That' s the 
definition of capital equipment 
versus operating equipment. That'• s 
the problem with the state in 
general, maintaining its equipment 
in hospitals and prisons and 
others." 

Van Dyke was asked about the 
remark he made that the Film 

' Department might pe in jeopardy 
in a few years, 'What I meant was 
that the future fate of the Film 
Department is out of my hands. I 
haven't been told that there is any 
specific change in the Master 
Pla.J.l " He emphasized that the 
teaching has got to be expanded. 
When asked about the equipment 
that's been on order for years, 
Van Dyke said, "I wish you could 

' find· this out for me. In Albany, 
they keep telling us that they are 
absolutely supporting the mandate, 
but when we ask for 40 faculty 
lines, we only get 12. I feel that 
Straus and Kaplan do support a 
film school . Abbott came from UCLA 
which has a great one. The fault 
lies in Albany. They want to 
help us, but they just don't have 

· the money." 
A student asked, 'What can 

people <
10 to put pressure on 

Albany ?" "I think we've exhausted 
all possibilities," said Van Dyke. 
"They still tell us we're a 
special school." Steven Wexler, 
equipment manager for the depart
ment, countered Nick Lenter's 
contention that obtaining highly 
expensive pieces of equipment 
were _forthcoming in the immediate 

future, "This is just a .political 
ploy. How can they say one thing 
and theh reverse themselves the 
next day ? They might just send 
in some sop to appease these guys, 
and then boom! for get about any 

1:::1 

real c.l_1ange." ~ 
Mimi Arsham, the teacher of ~ 

editing in the department said, ~ 
when asked whether she was over- ~ 
worked because of lack of faculty, ' 
"I 'm on three-quarters of a full §= 
line, and I'm there enough hours ~ 
to not be able to count anymore. f:l. 

At the To~n Meeting later ~ 
that night other Divisions were ~ 
quick to support the film students,' 
and press their own needs to ~· 
President Kaplan. As a repre- ~ 
sentative of Cooperative College 
at Mount Vernon said, "The main 
reason I support the film students 
is that I'm just afraid, three 
years from now, I'll be listening 
to you or your substitute tell 
us with a sympathetic expression 
that Mount Vernon costs too much 
to ·continue." 

Kaplan asked the rebels whether 
they were planning to stay the 
night. They answered; "Of course." 
'Well, then," he said with a wisp 
of a grin, ."Just keep it clean, 
will ya guys ?" 

SCNEA Organized-Old West bury 
( -

Demo Called 
Students; faculty and staff from 

across the State University system 
will be going down to Washington, 
D.C. on Novermber 18th to lobby for 
immediate aid to New York City, 
which will inevitably help New York 
State- and SUNY out of their own 
financial scrape. 

The Steering Committee for the 

Film Students Get tl1e Word from Boyer 

November 18th Action (SCNEA) was 
organized last week' as part . of the 
movement being formulated state- · 
wide by the Student Association of 
the State University of New York. 
The SCNEA will be sending busses, 
with vans for faculty, students, 
and staff, down to Washington on 
that day. Besides advocating 
immediate financia~ aid for New 
York City, the SCNEA also is cal
ling for a roll back on the inter
est rates paid to banks and the 
passage of the Full Employment Act, 
HR50, which would guarantee full 
employment across the country·. BY ADAM J. NAGOURNEY 

Following a four and a half 
day occupation of the President's 
office in the Administration 
Building, film students left Abbott 
Kaplan's office Monday afternoon, 
following a verbal response to 
their demands by SUNY Chancellor 
Ernest L. Boyer. 

The students supplemented their 
decision with a list of conditions, 
and a promise of further action in 
the case of subsequent non-response 
by the Administration to their . 
demands. 

Film students hadmade four 
separate demands from the Chancel
lor: 

1) Reaffirmation of support for . 
the Fiim Program at Purchase. 
Speaking this afternoon, following 
the conversation with Boyer, 
College President Abbott Kaplan 
said that the Ch~cellor is 
"extremely sympathetic. He's com
pletely supportive of (the film 
program) ... there isn't any 
question about it." 

2) Expediting equipment 
orders that have been in processing 
for as long as two years. A meet
ing has been scheduled this 
Wednesday in Albany between pur
chasing agents .here at Purchase and 
in Albany. According to Kaplan, 
a representative from the Con
struction Fund was in Boyer's 
office a,t the . time of their con
versation, and they are therefore 
aware and more sympathetic to the 
plight of film students. -

3) Funds · to repair existing 
equipment that has been out of 
operation. Kaplan said that the 
Chancellor has "absolutely no 
money at his disposal." Kaplan 
said that he had requested $10,000, 
a figure arrived at off the top of 
his head. Boyer responded that he 
would bring up the matter this 
week with Harry Spindler, Vice 
Chancellor for Business and 
Fin::mrP." 

4) An inc~ease in the operating 
budget and the addition of two more 
facu.lty lines to the Film Depart
ment. Kaplan said that "The film 
division's need in faculty will be 
given the highest priority. In 
terms of the budget that the 
University has approved for 
Purchase," the President continued, 
"we're doing very well." The 
College is requesting 19 faculty 
positions for a projected enroll
ment increase of 200 students. 
This request, however, still must 

. find its way through the Governor's 
office and the State Legislature. 
Last year, an original request for 
thirty-two faculty was whittled 
down~ to six. 

After Kaplan related his 
conversation with Boyer to film 
students, he lAft the office 
to allow ·prc::c ster.s an opportunity 
to discnps further tactics. Film 
students deciged to leave the 
office, at least until after 
Wednesday's meeting in Albany. 

'We don't have anything more 
than we had before this whole 
thing," said one student . ''TJ:ley've 

just given us the same promises, 
word for word, as they had given 
us before." The protestors want 
to set up a standing committee that 
would meet regularly with Kaplan 
and keep tabs on developnents 
regarding their demands. They 
also discussed the possibility 
of obtaining a copy of Boyer's 
promise in writing. 

"I think I 've ·got some credi-

~~l~~Yh~~~~ty~~db~~~~~~ti~~~et~;d 
promises I couldn't keep," said 
Kaplan. 'We'll keep after (Boyer). 
So that's the situation as it 
stands now. And I think that's the 
most that can be accomplished 
for now." 

-Quotation of the Week--

't.Hey you know we should have 
'-

demonstrations like this 

every day '' 

Nickie Lentner 

(while biting into a sandwich, sitting 

in Kaplan,s chair last Thursday) 

The SCNEA is in the process of 
organizing an education and mora
torium day for November 12. 
Classes on that day would hope
fully be cancelled, to allow for 
workshops, panel discussion and 
seminars on the crisis in New York 
City and how that affects New York 
State and SUNY. The Moratorium 
would culminate in a College-wide 
rally to drum up support for the 
Washington Action. 

:The Committee has aiso issued a 
call for Purchase students to attend 
a rally against budget cuts this 
Thursday at the College at Old West
bury. 

The call was issued to promote 
.solidarity between the two emerging 
campuses, and in particular because 
Old Westbury, a college created to 
meet the needs of Blacks, Chicanos 
Hispanics, working people and women 
could be shut down if the State eco
nomic situation gets worse.The 
school lost $16.1 million in con
struction and capital equipment. 

A bus will leave from the .CCS 
parking lot Thursday at 12:30 and 
return at 7PM. Dorm floor captains 
will be passing sign-up sheets 
through the dorm. 

The SCNEA's central office is 
located on the second floor of CCS 
at extension 5577. Organizers of 
the movement say that students are 
needed to help pull the rally and 
Washington Action together. 

\ 
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Letters· to the Editor 
Trixie Speaks 

To The Editor: 

Re: The editorial massaere of a· 
fairly lucid, entertaining feature 
in last week's WAD (Oct. 28), 
originally entitled, "Pattie Smith: 
No-Shit Rock & Roll." 

I not only disown the piece, 
which is now merely an extension 
of that particular editor's ego 
(boiling in oil isn't adequate 
retribution for rapists. of the 
printed wol(d), but .I OUTRIGHT 
RERJSE TO SUBMIT ANOTIIER GODDAMN 
ARTICLE TO A PAPER THAT CONSIS
TENTLY IGNORES A WRITER'S WISHES, 
FEELINGS, P~OIAS. . 

Right off the bat I requested, 
however snottily: "Please edit 
under no conditions unless I am 
consulted! I'm not kidding, 
either (This is apol:lte warning)." 
When I tried to explain my stance 
to the ed.-in-chief, she justified 
self and cohorts with the usual 
red1L1dant crap: "Everybody gets 
edited; nobody is consulted; no 
exceptions!" Well la-de-dah.
The WAD's editorial policy sucks. 
Publications of integr ity always · 
edit with writers, to alert the 
writer-of recurrent flaws in his 
work, and to clarify points, 
reorganize sections, etc. 

The WAD, however, is above all' 
that. Too busy backpatting for 
jobs well hacked, the editors 
carry out their almighty tasks 
while we reporters -- hapless dVPes 
that we are -- wait tor our. pieces 
to hit the stands, hoping the 
content .remains unchanged, however 
transmogrified the style. 

Infuriated Agnelli, a.k.a. 
Trixie A. Balm 
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letter. Let's try to keep a few 
things in mind. First of all, 
everyone who writes for the LOAD 
gets edited ; whether one likes it 
or not. This is a right that we 
reserve, and have always reserved 
in .AJ!:der to f1U t out a col'wren t and 
readable newspaper. , No one is 
immune to the blue pencils of at 
least two editors (one for content 
and one . for grammar). I get edited, 
Jo Anne gets edited, emeritus 
Nagourney gets 'edited ... and so do 
you if you choose to ' submit an 
article to us. 

You are right -- it was rather 
snotty for you to demand that your 
article be left untouched by 
human hands unless consulted. 
It is also downright arrogant 
on your part tb think thae the 
standards we have worked almost 
four years to achieve will be 
immediately scrapped on your . 
behalf. The editing process has 
created an immense improvement· in 
many of our writers, whether 
they've been consulted or not. 
Consultation is not our usual 
policy ; you'd be surprised how 
many "publications of integrity" 
would share our views. Bue since 
you a8ked (albeit snottily), we 
did· make repeated attempts to 
contact you, but to no avail. 
Faced with a copy shortage, we did 
our best. I'm sorry if this means 
the LOAD's editorial policy "sucks", 
as you so maturely and sophist
icatedly put it. ·If you still 
believe it sucks, you are welcome 
to hang around the office and 
help remedy the situation you 
claim exists. 

J. s. 

Efficiency Needed_ 
To The ' Editor: 

TRtJE', we'RE ALL GoltJGft) 
/F <l:JNSTRc..t::fiON IS HAL:n::o, 
BJr THEIR. '&11<-Difo.IG ISN'T I 
~ GOING TO BE S/At<ff:D. 
~,.-___ ~ 

Editorial: Purchas-e Must Take 
a Stand 

The sty_dents of this school have finally said "enough!" After the 
"austerity budget" of last year, the tremendous bud·get cuts for this 
year, and the recent construction moratorium the students of Purchase 
have cried, "no more". ' 

'The focus was on the plight of the film students who have seen little 
of the equipment ordered over two years ago and whose building was 
delayed at least another three years . 

But . the prob 1 em, is more than just the matter of equipment for the film 
students, otherwise there wouldn't have been such a rally to support 
them from the rest of the student body . 

The students at the Town Meeting on Thursday wer.e there for two 
reasons. First to show support for tbe film department~ which was 
the sort of unity needed for whatever lies _ahead at Purchase• Secondly, 
and more importantly, we have seen little things in each department, 
the little things that make .Purchase special, taken away from us; and 
we're not going to stand for it -anymore. · 

The vast majority of students here came for thos.e 1 ittle things, 
played up in the catalog, and bragged about in Albany. It js time 
to make a decision. The choice being, are we goi_ng to attempt to 
fulfill the ideas an~ programs of the original Master plan or are we 

,going to restructure the entire thing from a mor~ realistic perspective? 

· Let's s tcrp saying one thi r:1g. anci doing anothet· .' Let's work . 
with v1hat we've got' and tty to save as much as possible frC'rn the 
dream of the sixties and create a realistic Purchase for the seventies. 

believe in basic causes for the sup
port of SUNY Purchase and all other 
SUNY colleges and facilities. I 
left with the impression that the 
Administration and .some students 
are all missing a vital point, 
which is in these times of economic 
uncertainty, -gro\_~th of any . 
educational facility is out of the 
question. What is necessary is 
efficiency. Isn't it better to 
have educated- students in old 
facilities with new equipment thC'P 
to have new facilities and no 
equipment? I would rather see a 
Natural Science major, or a Dance 
major, Film or any other major 

use our current buildings with all 
the equipment they need, then 'to
helve them .watch their money being 
spent to open a new building -~ext 
year or the year after, and have 
its opening delayed because they 
can't find the money for a chalk
board or a desk or no less a 
microscope or an editing machine. 
I want efficiency not growth. Buy 
me a building wnen our parents 
can eat steak every night, but 
give me the facilities to educate 
me now . 

A Student, 
Michael Spall 

HRSO - A Full Employment Act 
BY LARRY FLORIN reation projects, cultural acti

Vltles etc. The local councils 
will also participate in crit
icism to the Secretary of Labor 
on existing projects . 

The · U.S. Employment Service 
which had previously administered 
unemployment payments will, with 
the enactment of this act, be called 
the U.S. Full Employment Agency. 
The agency will concern itself with 
such things as hours of work, the 
implications of full employment u~n 
the economy, paid vacations and 

' sabbaticals, and with extensive 
·combinations of education and 
employment. Other issues to be 
taken up are the assoc.iated problems 
of the nature and enviornment of 
work, the _quality of work, produc
tivity and related problems of 
work content, job satisfaction, 
labor management 'relations, work 
participation 

The act al so calls for a 
standby job corps which wi 11 be 
available as a surplus work force 
dealing with fluctuations in the 
market and in the s t ate of the 

when there was over twenty per cent economy. They will be paid at 
unemployment and the entire structure a minimum standard wage pursuant 
of the American system seemed in in the area as set ·up by the 
jeopardy. _ Department of Labor. 

HR50 comes at a time when th3re The resolution calls for a direct 
is 5C per cent unemployment in implication of the program over 
the country and the social s truct- a period of five years. If 
ure of society is, for now, more passed by Congress the bill· would 
stable than during the depressio11. be enacted as of Jan. 1, 1976. 
(This is true unless t he city c.e- _ Opposition tothe bill has come 
faults. This would send· finan- from both the right and the left . 
cial and social repercussions · "Revolutionary groups" such as the 

. throughout the entire nation.) Sparticust League and the Young 
There is 25~ unemployment among Socialist A111ance have t aken up 
youths between the ages of 18 opposition to the bill on the 
and 25. It is these youths who grounds that the bill calls for 
when they enter the labor market, slave wages and inhumane working 

r-.....,.-~-----~-:---...-----, will hold the potential for so- conditions. · This is not so, due to 
cial unrest on the campuses and the Davis Bacon Act which says that 

J ...., 

around the country. · all persons employed in Federal 
The act calls for the i~enti- projects wiil be paid wages not 

fication by local ag~ncies of les_s than those on similar 
specific public welfare projects construction in the locality .. 
urgently ~eeded by t~e popu- Moderate and Right wing members of 
l~ce. This ag~ncy w:ll p~o- Congress contend that thi~ bill 
v1de a res~r¥olr _ of Jobs· ln. will promote socialism. They feel 
the necess1 t y of a Sho~tage ln that · the "Red Menace" will infect 
private industry alertmg people to ou~ entire society and an end will 
the necessity of employment especi- be put to -the rreighn of General 
ally at this time of economic s ta- Motors in this country. It is 
bility. Such jobs could include the membe~s of t~is group_who have 
day care services, legal aid, pub- suceeded 1n tabllng_the, h1 ll under 
lie transit, housing projects, rec- a thousand others m Cc 1gress . 
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Roll Back Banklnterest ~ates Instead of City Services :J 
(I) 
til 

BY ANDREW HUGOS 

The immediate alternative to 
drastically cutting back needed 
social services to the people of 
New York City and State is to . 
declare a moritorium on payment 
of interest to banks or a rollback 
of interest rates. 

· In a resolution passed October 
26, SASU, the Student Association 
of the State University of New 
York, called for such a declaration. 
Senator Adlai Stevenson of the 
Senate Banking, Housing, and U~ban 
Affairs Committee is also seeking 
a rollback of interest payments 
though his proposal would have 
destructive consequences for 
social sevices. 

Sky-high interest rates demanded 
by bankers and investo~s in New 
York City bonds are forcing the 
city to come up with hundreds of 
millions of dollars to pay off 
mature bonds, and notes. In order 
to free this money the city has 

. to make. massive layoffs of city 
workers and cuts in social services. 

Investors ' "lack of confidence'.' · 
in the fiscal management of the 
city has driven interest. rates !1P 
to 11% for .Munieipal Assistance• 
Corporation (Big MAC) bonds: in
vestors refuse to buy bonds unless 
tkey are assured of high interest 
payments. New York City's troubles 
have affected the sale of all 
municipal bonds in the country. 

~~ . what will be paid , first - the bankers. and 
' -

investors' city bonds or city workers 

r 

and social services?" • 

According to Professor Edward 
Renshaw of SUNY Albany, the sky-

/ rocketing interest rates have al-
ready cost cities across the c.ount
ry a total of $2 billion in extra 
interest payments. Cities are 
forceJ to compete with each other 
for investor confidence by attrac
ting investors with higher-and 
higher interest rates. 
\'/HAT PROPOSALS HAVE BEEN MADE: 

The primary question is this : 
Given New York City's cash shortage, 
what will be paid for first -- the 
bankers and investors' city bonds 
or city workers and social services? 

Proposals which have come out 

of the House and Senate Banking 
Committees call for a Federal 
guarantee of bonds to insure that 
investors are paid off and the 
creation of a three-person Federal 
board, headed by Treasury Secretary 
William Simon,, to balance the city 
budget in 2 years . This would put 
the city in the uncomfortable 
position of being ruled by a Fed
eral board headed by Republican 
political appointees such as Simon 
and Arthur Burns who have indicatecl 
that· they are out to teach the 
city a lesson. Of course, massive 
cuts in social services , city pay
rolls, and worke.rs' benefits would 
be made by the board. 

Senator Stevenson's proposal 

~ does call for a restructuring of 
the city's debt which would place 
the burden of paying off the debt 
on both the hanks ancl , the people. 
It would require that some· 6o% 

''<: 
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of the city. bonds now held by 
investors be exchanged for long-
term, low interest Federal notes ~ 

,and bonds. ~ 
Stevenson said he realized that ~ 

it is naive to think that bankers 
would exchange city bonds for low
i nterest notes. He says it would 
be up to the Federal Board to 
decide wheth~ or not to force 
investors to accept the lm:er
interest rates or to cutback s :JCial 
services instead. It is unlikely 
that the board, headed by 1~illiam 
Simon, would come dovm too hard 
on investors. 

SASU caller'c f or t he Cci'p;r ess 
to immediately rollback inte:·e~t 
rates to prevent briiks from forcing 
cities to compete with each other 
by _paying more and more in interest 
instead of· using the money for 
social services -- in order to 
~ttract investoi:s. 

SASU also called for immediate 
federal aid to the city. This 
would include 1) that the Federal 

· government take over the city ' s 
debts and provide a cash reserve 
to cover the~ity's current oper
ating expenses and needed capital 
outlays, until necessary t~~es are 
raised, 2) that the Federal govern
ment convert the city debts into 
long-tem, low-interes t- bonds . 

N.Y.C.'s Mess: ·Bringing It-All Back Home 
Instead o.P raising taxes in New 

York State equa1 to one-third 
of the city's debt -- as proposed 
by the House h~nking committee -
a 1% tax on all bank and insurance 
company bonds, stocks, and mort- · 
gages could be imposed, to raise 
over $4 billion per year to help 
reconstruct the city and pay 

BY \ ADAM J. NAGOURNEY 

(Scene: College·President 
Abbott Kaplan's Office. John 
Straus is speaking to about 70 . 
Film Students and supporters) 

" ... All right, now, nine separ
ate buildings under construction. 
A, Band C theatres ... I'm not 
going to includ~ the lobby because 
it's not considered a separate 
building, it's part of the A, B 
and C contract. It's due to be 
finished on contract in early 

( December, or J~nuary, December, 
1976. Buildings number one, two 
and three are the three theatres 
under contrac t. Number fi;e is 
Music. More than half done .... 
Uh ... number seven, Visual Arts 
Building·, moving quite fast, and 
it should be sealed in.-~ " 

i\s our ow11 Vice Prcs iden": of the 
Arts, John Straus stood in front of 
protesting students last Friday, 
irnmers~d in as many non-issues ~d 
facts that he could scrap up, 
New York City inched closer to 
default. 

~~at Mr . Straus refuses to 
accept, and what most peopl~ just 
don't understand, is that the film 
students aren't going to get their 
building, or their equipment. 
The reason is directly related to 
what's going on only twenty-six 
miles away, where a veritable 
earthquake is forming that is 
going to send shock waves across 
the country, and might level the 
State of New York in its wake. 

Albany and New York City are 

sitting at opposite ends of a · 
see-saw. As of last week, New 
York City was staring eye to eye 
with default. The only thing that 
might stave off collapse is borrow- · 
ing against $4 billion in pension 
funds -- and that will at best 
delay· it for only two more weeks. 
Last week, Moody's Investor Services 
lowered its rating on New York 
City bonds to "CC" -- unsound in
vestment, near default. Investors 
just aren't going to touch New 
York City bonds. 
· Both New York City and New York 
State rely on bonds to finance 
construction and the purchase· of 
expensive equipment -- normal tax 
revenues will not cover such expen-. 
sive projects. New York City has 
literally bonded itself out of the 
financial market -- they can no 

(N.-Y.C.) ... where a veritable 

earthqua~e is forming that is 

going to send shock waves 

across the country ... " 

the State can't be far b-ehind. 
Obviously, the State can't risk 

instigating _new construction 
projects that _they may not be 
able to finance one month from now. 
Not only that, but if the HFA 
defaults, and the State University 
doesn't get the money to pay the 
building contractors at the end 
of the month, on-going construction 
is obviously going to have to 
stop.' It's not a decision of 
the State -- if the contractors 
aren't paid, they certainly aren't 
going to work. '· 

It's no different for the in
vestors -- if they ar en't paid, 

. they 1re not going to invest. It's 
longer ·afford to pay ·off_ theu a circle, and believe it or not, 
bonds. They've been paymg o~f old _ it comes all the way back to here, 
bonds and notes with new bonds and President Kaplan's office in the 
notes and have finally painted - Administration Building. · The Film 
themselves into a corner. students aren't going. to get their 

Ner.r York City has a lot of debts building as a result of the mora-
to pay -- it offers the ~ost_ - . torium on construction, and there's 
social services of any c1ty 1n th1s an excellent chance that they 
country. There is an extremely won • t get the equipment that they 
high level of poverty in New York, 'have waited two years for - - it's 
which means · that tax revenues are financed with the same non-money 
not that high, and with b~iness -that construction is. If the HFA 
revenues decreasing, tax reve~ues defaults, equipment orders are . 
go down even fu:ther . ~eanw~1le, inevitably going to fre~ze . Aga1n , 
the cost of soc1al serv1ces 1n it's not a decision of the State --
New York are spir~lling, an~ G~rald if they can't pay the bills, they 
Ford, a conservatl ve from l>hch1g~, aren • t going to get the goods. 
can't find it in his heart to ba1l - · 
New York out of the mess. , 

And while New York State is 
catching those fancy headlines in 
THE DAILY NEWS, its 0~~ already 
shaky financial stance is being -
further weakened by New York City's 
insolvency . The State finances 
±ts m·m construction through bond
ing, and the principle bonding 
agencies - ~ among them the Housing 
Rinance Agency (HFA) and the 
Dormitory Authority -- are repeat
edly near default. Speakirtg .last 
week from New York City, HFA 
Director~ told the LOAD that he 
doesn't expe~t to be able to sell 
State Lniversity short-term notes 
(vsed to finance construction until 
the building is finished and it 
can b~ bonded) / next November. 
That same week, the SUNY Board of 
Trustees ordered a moratorium on 
all new construction projects 
across the State University. · 

off debts. 
It is interesting to note that 

the city's budget is substantially 
balanced if it were not for $1.8 
bi1lion in debt-servi~e payments . 
If these payments could be put off 
indefinitely, all social services 
could be maintained and the city 
_could survive. There is precedent 
for such a postponement of debt. 
For instance, in 1934 when 
President Ford's hometown of Grand 
Rapids defaulted , the courts 
ordered a moratoriym on debt 
payments to maintain social service. 

But this precedent need not hold 
in 1975! The proposals offered up 
by both the Senate and the House 
Banking Committees call for the 

imposition of a Republican- . 
dominated Feder;1J control board' 
to oversee the city budget. 
Undoubtedly,_ it would lean toward 
paying off the banks while cutt ing 
social services and laying off 
work()rS: - The SASU proposal 
maintains that social servicesmust 
be the priority and that t he ba";,,s 
and barons of finance capital must 
shoulder the burden of paying for 
the · 

Because of New York City's problems 
New York State can't sell bonds 
to raise capital to finance con
struction. Goveroor Hugh Carey 
says that if the city defaults, 

Security taught' people· from the Natural Science Divjsion how to use 
fire extinguishers last week. A worthwhile thing to know, Security has 
offered to teach any group on campus how to operate them. 
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The -computer Wins Again 
BY ' GLENN SlATTERY 

There is someth~ng ftisturbing 
about a computer with a French 
accent. In a session of Russian 

,Roulette, ~like the computer will 
reveal his continental flair. In 
introducing. the game he says ZERE 
IS ONLY ONE WAY TO SETTLE THEES 
ARGUMENT. WE PlAY RUSSIAN ROULETTE. 
YOU LOAD ONE BULLET IN SE GUN. 
SPIN ZE CARTRIDGE. PUT ZE GUN TO 

which would make him the , ".fe of 
any party._ The only drawback to 
these diversions is the fact that 
Mike has an annoying tendency to 
give his hapless opponents a merci
less drubbing. When he is an 
adversary in a rousing game of 
3-dimensional tic-tac-toe~ a coup 
·ae grace is quic·kly administered. 
To add insult to injury, the com-

puter offers to handicap itself 

seems an appropriate partner for 
the cartoon character from 
Whittier, California. 

I \I I I -- \\\ ..-' YOUR HEAD. PULL ZE TRIGGER ... for the next round. A condes
cending computer is just the thing 
for a bruised ego. 

Those ' who know APL can program 
Mike to perform new games or to 
solve their problems. ~Vhile in his 
presence, Mike rattled off the 
square roots of a hundred numbers, 
with an offhand ease that makes 
one shudder. Mike could be a real 
aid to many ·students, but unfort~ 
unately there isn't enough money 
(~Vhat else is new ?) for more 
computer terminals at present. I n I I I I 
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T! E 1UG STOP S !~RE 

Graffitti at Purchase: 

Mike is a- computer located on 
t~e second floor of the Humanities 
building. His operator Jordan 
Pliteris who works with Mike from 
9-5 Monday through Friday~ says 
that computer operatiJn is not the 
~siest thing in the world : it 
involves mastering a language. 

The APL (A Programming Language) 
must pe learned by numerous insti 
tutions who use Mike. His ,popul
arity is understandable when one 
witnesses the speed with which 
Mike deposes volumes of paperwork. 

Mike also knows lots of games 

For the artistically minded, 
Mike can engage in some creative 
work. \Vhen the word "Milhous" is 
put into the computer, it comes up 
with a picture strangely remini
scent of a former occupant of the 
~Vhite House. The only other por
trait Mike does is Snoopy, but he 

So ·for the time being, Mike 
sits over in Humanities, ever ready 
to help solve problems, or play at 
the games he knows. Just a word 
of warning though -- when I come 
back for the rubber match of tic
tac-toe, he had better be prepared. 
And next time I won't need a 
handicap. 

Art Goes U pAgainst the Wall 
BY ROBERT A. NASON 

While s tanding in the men's room 
in Campus ·center South with pad and 
pencil, copying down the mosaic 
of wall graffiti next to the 
urinals (and trying not to interrupt 
the natural flow of traffic) , I met 
a man who asked what I was doing. 
I was embarrassed, of course, but 
politely told him I was researching 
an article on campus graffiti for 
the WAD, and added, with a faint 
smile, that I never got to cover 
any major campus politics, the 
big time. 

"This is sure as hell the big r
time," he cracked, pointing 
to the wall. 

1 
On the wall was written, BI 

SEXUALISM IS THE BIOLOGICAL NORM. 
Someone had crossed out the BI 
and replaced it with TRI. And that 
was crossed out too, and replaced 
with QUAD. There was a big arrow 
pointing to this slogan, and leading 
to another which stated, nus r.1lJST 
BE AN ARTIST. 

I was learning that a great 
Graffiti War is taking place on 
walls all over Purchase revealing 
the tensions of a campus split into 
the belligerent factions of hetero
sexual versus homosexual, artist 
versus Letters and Science student. 
·suddenly, my-job was meaningful. 

I left the men's room in a 
hurry to seek out further battle
grounds, ignoring the triteness 
of relics like FOR A GOOD THffi CALL, 
or the philosophic implications of 
revelations like, WARTS IS STRAW 
BACKWARDS. Old, old, I thought, and 
moved on. 

Sociologists tell us that graf
fiti emerges from• a repressed need 
for society to express itself, 
using public walls as the last 

possible means to assert violently 
vulgar, offensive, usually mean
ingless obscenties denied a place 

· in the traditional media. Oh, how 
I pi tied the frustrated voices . 
that had to speak their desperate 
curses in Howard Johnson's rest
rooms, on sub;,:ay cars, pavements, 
anywhere! The million fa ilures 
compelled to scrawl the grotesque 
contortions of human bodies, to sponse f1om a different hand, so 
endlessly repeat the same few curse- that we can arrive at dialogues 
words until they became diluted as like this rather mild exchange: 
powdered skim milk and needed vital "Does anyone 1mow the.· name of the 
re-enforcement- by being conceived "City in a Bottle" in Superman 
first in pen, then magic marker, Comics ? Pleeze!" 
then cruel and powerful black paints, "Kandor." 
the sweeping, ugly strokes that "Thank you." 
spelled out ' the single word these "Trivial question." 
forgotten losers had with which to Ah, what an art form! We can see 
vent their spleens did not fool , a thousand angry spirits remaking 
me; through them I saw their fur- walls everywhere, a thousand voices 
ious authors screaming, "Listen to merging into single statements. 
me! Notice me! I'm ALIVE, you But is this art ? 
bli.~nkety-blank~blanks!" And so they Sadly, no. Lacking the unity and 

our walls. POLITICIANS ARE LiKE 
GASOLINE. THEY ONLY RAISE IN 
PRICE. Rays of sunshine manage to 
cut through the filth with such 
lovelies as KEEP YOUR SUNY SIDE UP. 
And will anyone doubt the quality 
of this poem being second only to 
Carrol's inm10rta.1 nonsense, 
JABERWOCKY ? : 

"If caster oil· will cure a boil, 
and Oscar rows his goat, 
Don't tread your feet on shreJded 
wheat, · 
Inhale it through a bo ·tt. ~· 

continue, scrawling, screaming, precision of the single voice, these 
lashing out at buildings they did disfigured slabs of paint and plas- Found above the second dryer in 
not create and which will still be ter can only be' at best' kaleid- the laundry room. 
there, washed clean, long after the oscopes of what is usually the worst So we have a balancing factor on 
nobodies are gone, the cool dust in J;J;m, the basest, the ugliest, the the scale o;f wonder and worthless
settled over them, their tormented ground-floor of his creativity and ness here at Purchase. The wonder 
voices stilled. insight. It . is the retreat of the will continue to be in short demand 

But here, at Purchase, a place of thugs with their vacuous minds and in graffiti, the . final frontier 
creators, not destroyers, I expected destructive souls, the home of the for the £rustrated fool. But I · 
to find the walls, clean, smooth, defeated artists, the girl-haters, wonder. Isn't it just an outgrowth 
and white. I did not reckon on the the fag -haters, the man-haters, that of pure America, the need to be 
conflicts that would produce a force their misery upon us.. entertained every second of the day, 
F- --ALL THIS S--- ABOUT FAGS, I'M But the artists at Purchase fight w~ether it is books or billboards, 
GOING TO START_DRAWING NAZI back; they refuse to knuckle under that has created bathroom plays · 
INSIGNIAS. And there they were, and we can find Purchase walls like : 
three crude little bali -pointed talking to us wHh occasional kind- SOCRATES: TO BE · IS TO 00 

TO 00 IS TO BE 
00 BE 00 BE 00 

swastikas. No wonder someone felt ness like, HOLD FAST TO DREAMS, SATRE: 
the need to declare his defiance not FOR IF THEY DIE, LIFE'S A WINGED SINATRA: 
far from that by writing, I HEREBY BIRD WHICH CANNar FLY --· SUE, '75. 
FOUND THE "PURCHASE AUTOSExtJAL Thanks , Sue. . 
SOCIE1Y." The epigram, crackerbarrel 

Graffiti is a blueprint of chain pol1tical advice, and plain ole 
reactions, each unit sparking a re - common sensP. is also scattered on 

Well, then, I say grudgingly, 
hooray for graffiti. Where else 
could I have picked that up ? Even 
the meter is perfect. 

********************************** Westchester's Only Live 
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THE MIDNIGHT DINER TIL 3 A.M. 
Diner Food at Diner Prices 

77 KNOLL WOOD RD. • RT. 100A & 1008 
WHITE PLAINS, N.Y. 

GREENBURGH SHOPPING CENTER 
(914) 428-7445 OVER 21 ONLY 
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~~Nashville" - Shit-Kicking Vision of Americ.~ 7 
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BY JEFF SALKIN 

It's been estimated that if all 
of the paper upon which Robert 
Altman's NASHVILLE has been re
viewed and analyzed over the past 
few months could somehow be gath
ered into one place and restored 
into its original form, perhaps 
most of Appalachia could be re
treed. NASHVILLE has become the ' 
most controversial and ,.written
about film since LAST~ANGO IN 
PARIS. There is a reason for it. 
NASHVILLE is a terribly complex 
and extraordinary film constantly 
hovering on that precarious hne 
between excellence and confusion 
Excellence, however, that in
variably wins. 

NASHVILLE's complexity lies 
in both its plot and in its char
acters. It has numerous plots 
and sub-plots, and no less than 
twenty-four characters, who are 
followed through five days in 
the city of Nashville. These 
numerous characters· are as inter
woven with each other and with 
those plots as the characters in 
a Dickens novel. The most 
dominant person in the film is 
invisible -- Hal Phillip Walker, 
a third-part.y Presidential 'can
didate a la Wallace, whose re
corded voice blares forth from a 
soundtruck throughout themovie . 
He is also represented by politiSFl 
slickie Michael Murphy, as bright
eyed and hopeful as one of Nixon' s
boys, who has come to Nashville 
to recruit singers for a rally in 
his candidate's behalf. 

The inten.·eaving of sub-plot 
and characterization is complex. 
Ronee Blakely plays Barbara 
Jean (a parody of Loretta Lynn?), 
the most beloved of Nashville's 
country stars, whose return to 
Nashvill~ followi~g hospitalization 
parallels Walker's impending yisit 
to the city. Her male counterpart 
Haven) Hamilton (excellently played 
by Henry Gibson, the shy poet of 
Laugh-In) wears white suits and 
records 200 Years, an ode to 
Americana ("We mus t be doing 
something right / . To last two 
hundred years."). The analogies 
between the show business world· 
of country music and politics 
are cleverly drawn; in Nashville, 
there is no difference between 
the two realms. The music is the 
anthem of the politics, and the 
politics is the vehicle of the 
music. Hamilton holds a harbeque 
filled with country singers, actors 
(Elliot Gould and Julie Christie 
play themselves, almost hilariously; 
and miscellaneous people, while 
his bitchy wife tearfully recalls 
the Kennedy assassinations. 

Everyone in NASHVILLE is on the 
make, constantly searching for 
success -- whether musically, 
politically, or sexually. It is 
a city of groupies. Shelly 
fr1vall plays a super-groupie who 
has come to visit her dying aunt, 
but because of her nymphomania, 
never gets to see her, much to the 
pathetic disappointment and' bewild
erment of her uncle, Keenan Wynn. 

A no-talent waitress seeks stardom; 
she finally achieves a form of -
it when she is cderced into doing 
a strip-tease during a fundraising 
dinner, in a scene that is as 
brutal as it is furu1y. Geraldine 
Chaplin is hilarious as a sopho
moric BBC journalist doing a 
documentary in Nashville; she is 
constantly talking into a tape 
recorder and most of her musings 
are pseudo-meaningful crap . In 
one scene she walks thr•_•ugh an 
automobile graveyard: "I am walk -
ing through a graveyard w~thout 
stones ... " '-

There is a constant undercurrent 
of feverish effort and overachieve
ment -- renegade wife Barbara 
Harris stumbles through the whole 
film wait~ng for a chance to sing. 
She finally gets that chance in 
the last scene, and to everyone's 
surprise, the dumpy woman is the 

best singet in the movie. folk-

singer Keith Carradine sings his 
haunti~g I'm~asy in a club, and 
succeeds in seducing Lily Tg_mliri. 
She is no sooner dressed trom · 
their affair than he is calling 
up another woman; he is priapic as 
Warren Beatty in SHAMPOO. 

The film heads towards an illog
ical, ' yet inescapable conclusion, 
as all of the movie ts characters 

are brought t~gether at the end at 
the political rally. A loner 
shoots Ronee Blakely as she sings 
on stage, leaving the unanswered 
question as to wheth~r it was she 
the loner was gunning for or 
candidate ;valker. The Arthur 
Bremer parallel is clear. Henry 
Gibson, covered with blood, stands 
on the stage of Nashville's 
Parthenon calming the crowd 
"This isn't Dallas, they can't 
do this to us here in Nashville." 

. And as the movie ends with the crowd 
singing It Don't_ Worry Me ("You 

Depression at Purchase: 

might say that I'm not free/ but ~ 
\::l it don't worry me".), one gets the 

feeling that he believes it, that ~ 
Nashville is indeed the American ~ 
Athens, or at least -{erusalem. _ ~ 

NASHVILLE, would not be complete ~ -
without the music. Except for , 
folksy I'm Easy, all of the music ~ ~ 
is Tammy Wynette-style country ~ 
shit-kicker music _-- great if you ~ 
like it, tedious if you don't. ~ 
Veteran fiddler Cassar Clements 
even makes a guest appearance in 
the film. But the music is not 
the star of the movie . The char
acters and the city are. Altman 
has taken a piece of America and 
exploded it for us. To paraphrase 
William Pechter in COMMENTARY, 
"Nashville · is Dallas, and I:.os 
Angeles, and Memphis, and Laurel ... " 
Nashville is I:very City. NASH.VILLE 
is the perfect Ri'r<>nt-<mni :::~1 film. 
The question remains, ·~at have 
we been doing right to last ZOO 
years ?" · 
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"We Just Love It Here'' 
BY GABE MILLER 

This is the first in a series 
about depressiGns at Purchase. 
This article covers some- of the 
problems students have encountered 
when first coming to Purchase. 

and sit and bullshit. CCS is drab 
and you can't hear anyone talk 
in there anyway. The coffee-house 
was good; they should have more 
of those. I don't know where, 
but there must be Somewhere. The 
city is close and when nothing's 
going on they want to go home; ' 
I don't blame them." 

The freshman year is spent in 

Next week Sam Newcomer, campus 
counsellor and other individuals 
will talk about what can be done 
to deal with the situation. 

One of the hardest things to 
do at Purchase is to meet people. 
Fot freshman and older students 
alike, Purchase can sometimes be 

.. adjusting to Purchase, rather than 
enjoying the first year of college. 
Those who are not outgoing seem 
to suffer the most. The archi 
tectural set ~up of the dorm and 

a lonely and depressing place to be. 
A majority of student complaints 

seem to be in the area of "meeting 
places". As one student pointed 
out : "In other schools they 
have places in the dorm for people 
to meet. ·A regular coffee-house 
type set up for people to sit- and 
relax ~ Shit: I want someplace 
to be with people besides the 
cafeteria and CCS. It's no fun 
living in a dorm where people 
don't see each other.'' 

Ideas for other kinds of places 
run along the lines of a quiet 
atmosphere, places to sit and talk. 
A transfer student suggested, 
"The campus could have a bar be
sides the one in CCS. They could 
have mixed drinks and a quiet 
a tmcisphere. Why they don't have 
someplace like this, I don't know. 
Other places like Stonybrook-do." 

A majority of students feel 
that there is not much to do on 
weekends. After a busy week people 
want a chance to relax and enjoy 
themselves. \\lith a lack of activ
ities offered, many leave campus, 
those who stay fall into a 
generally depressing atmosphere. 
"I'm- not just talking about things 
like movies and plays," one said. 
"There just isn't' ·any place to_ go 

lack of activities make this adjust
ment even more difficult. "I've 
adjusted to being here now, but 
it took me a y~ar. For my whole 
freshman year I was miserable. I 
knew the people in my company, but 
beyond that I didn't know anyone-. 
The people I associated with I 
really didn't like. Just this 
year I have finally made friends 
outside my department. But if you 
are like most people -- not totally 
outgoing -- then you have to grin 
and bear it. Eventually it will 
get better but, if you are new here, 
or if you get bored easily, this 
place sucks." 

Perhaps part of the reason for 
this feeling of alienation lies 
with the differences between the 
Fine Arts students and those in 
Letters and Science. Tne first 
place to meet people with similar 
interests is in classes. ·~en 
you spend that much hme together," 
said one observant Liberal Arts 

. student , "you don ' t go out "f your 
way to meet other people . . 

Fine Arts students spend 
most of their time together, in the 
same classes, for four years. 

One student, who had an explan
ation for the bad social life said, 
"If you're outgoing and not very 
shy, you'll have a good time here. 

Some costumes at Halloween Party 

If you aren't, then you're in real 
trouble. Purchase has a lot of 
very creativepeople. It's hard to 
reach .many of them because they are 
so far into their own worlds." 

A majority of women feel that 
the low man t o woman ratio ~dds to 
the difficulty of a social life. 
"There just aren't enough guys 
here. ~bst of them are gay and 
although a person would like to 
believe that they can find someone, 
this just isn't so. Some of my 
friends have found people, but most 
are just plain lonely ." 

Loneliness seems to make up 
mos t of the problems at Purchase, 
along with being away from home -
maybe for the first time. Being , 
confronted with new and different 
JX'0ple makes one begin to examine 
himself. • Many s tudents feel the 
need to talk to · someone for 
guidance, and not only in the area 
of academics. Quite a few of those 
interviewed did not know about the 
school counseling department in 
the basement of Humanities. But 
even for those who know about the 
counseling center, it is difficult' 
to make sure problems and the need 
to talk occur between the times of 
nine to five, when there is so~eone 
available. 

"I never thought of going to 
a psychiatrist until I got here. 
I have found out just how many 
emotions I have. Being away from 
home, and all the work just drives 
me crazy sometimes. If I feel 
I have to talk Hith someone late 
at night there is no one to turn to; 
I can't wake up my roommate. Just 
what the hell am I ' going to do ?" 

One freshman said, "Da.JJID, except 
for my advisor, whom I hardly ever 
see, there is not a single,- solit
ary _person who can give me direc
tion. I just want to be told 
about college life .... " 
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What's Happening 
Announcements 

Do aResume Today 
Resume and Cover Letter Prepara
tion: Information and Assistance 
is a workshop to be held on Thurs
day, Nov. 13. Resumes and cove r · 
letters ar-e probably ~the most 
crucial components of the pre-in
terview stage of the career 
search. These are what usually 
get you _ in the front tor out the 
back) door. So come and learn to 
write a good _resume; seniors esp
ecially are encouraged to attend. 
--2007, C£S; 4:30pm. 

How to Look for a Job 
The underground job campaign ... A 
a creative ·approach to the job 
hunt, utilizing skills andre ..: 
search that can ·make you one of 
the outstanding candidates for 
the job of your choice. Sound 
good? then attend Career Devel
opment 's workshop: "How to Look 
for a Job When You Do Not Know 
What You' re Looking For and Don't 
Know Anything Anyway" - next Mon 
day, Nov. 10, at 4:30; 2007, CCS . 

DIG 
A DIG Program is designed to help_ 
individuals identity personal 
strengths for use in interviewing 
and resume preparation; and teach 
P.aches participants to identify 
connections between successes in 
life and to recognize emerging 
oatterns that may be relevant to 
career direction. The Career De
velopment office is offering this 
program twice this week - tonight 
at 7:00 in the Reading Room of 
the Dining Hall, and Thursday at 
4:00 in room 2007, CCS. Limited 
enrollment, so sign up early if po- · 
ssi.ble or call Gary Herman,X5590. 

Printing Co-Op 
There will be a Printing Co-Op 
meeting this Thursday night in 
room 0037, CCS. 

Women's Week -
A meeting for action following 
Women's Week will be held to
morrow at. 7:00 in room 2019 of 
the Humanities Building . . Men 
are welcome. 

Elections 
Student Senate elections will be 
held on Nov. 24 and 25. Nomina~ 
tions are due by Nov. 19 ta Wed
nesday) at 12:00 midnight. A 
press conference will be held on 
the 20th, with further details to 
come. 

Social Change 
ATTENTION ALL D0Rf4 STUDENTS: 
All dorm residents planning a 
Fall II Short Term program of 
study done off-camp~s should pick 
up their short term r·efund form 
at the Housing Office. Forms 
will be available starting Nov 3. 
This form should be completed and · 

WANT£0 f COMIC BCX)!< 
AR:nsrs AtJD \VRifERs 

foR.. ArJ Or·FCAM.fi.JS 
PUBLICATf{)J. 
co~p.a: PEI8C.it\l F-31 

x57C.t 

Classified 
Homes ... 
( afu a clean, quiet woman looking 
to live in a clean, 'quiet apart
ment in the vicinity. I have my 
own transportation. Contact me 
through the Dance department all 
day: 253-5018 . -Barbara Baker 

and Cars 

For Sale: 1964 Vo l vo l22S sedan, 
B-18 engine. A few minor problems; 
great potential . Also, 1964 Ponti
ac Grand Prix. Very dependable 
transportation. Each $250. 
Gillmor. Box 693, F-235. 

Personals 

Excerpt from the notebooks of 
Herbert Dunphry: 

"Never underestimate the power of 
human preteot·i ous ness." 

ARLETTY and JEAN-LOUIS BARROULT 
star in Marcel Carne's not-to-be
missed "LES ENFANTS DU P.L\RADIS" -
this Friday eve. 

.. Coming_ Events 
~~A Little Night Music'' 
The Elmwood Community Playhouse, 
at 16_Park Street, Nyack, NY, will 
be presenting Hugh Wheeler and 
Stephen SoDdheim's A LITTLE .NIGHT 
t1US I C for 5 weekends, Nov. 14 thru 
Dec. 13. This beautiful _and poig-
nat adaptation of Ingmar Bergman's 
"Smiles of a S1..U111ller Night" is be
ing directed by Marc Rinis and 
promises to offer an evening of a 
absolute delight. Friday and Sa
turday performances at 8:30 pm, 
Sunday nights at 7:30. Tickets 
are· $4 Fri's and Sun's, $5 Sat's, 
$2.50 on Saturday nights for sen
ior citizens and students. Call 
353-0355 for reservations, which 
are strongly recommended. 
Square Dance 
A benefit square dance will be 
held for the Hudson River Sloop 
CLEARWATER on Saturday night at 
~ um in the gym. Music will be 
pruvided by John Cohen and the 
Putnam County String Band. Fresh 
baked goods will be sold. Admis
sion will be SO¢ for Purchase 
students and 75¢ for all others. 
This square darice could prove to 
be an important event both to 
raise funds and conciousness 
towards the plight of the Hudson 
River Sloop Restoration, ~a vital, 
non-profit ecology group, and the 
sloop which is its figurehead. 
Funds are needed for repairs for 
the Clearwater, . and if not raised 
this winter, she may not sail 
next year. Come for a good time 
and to help a worthy cause. Free · 
admission to those who bring bak
ed goods to be s~ld. Bring friends! 

AI vin Ailey II 
Manhattanville College is sharing 
1hth us the ALVIN AILEY II DANCE 
COMPANY, whc 'are at .tvlanhattan-. 
ville this week. They will hold 

..a free lecture/demonstration on 
Thursday at 7-:30 in .Manhattanvillc 's 
Little Theatre, Brownson Hall. On 
Friday, Sylvia Waters of ·the Com
pany will teach parts of the dance 
r.:;:·JELATIONS - 3 pm, Dance Studio, 
Kennedy Building. And at 8 on 
Friday night, there will be a 
dance per fonnance. Admission for 
SUNY students $2.50, gen . pub. $3 
--Gymnasitm, Kennedy Building. 

Music ... 
The_Aeolian Quintet, featuring 
the mixed timbres of strings and· 
winds, will perfonn at Purchase 

· this Wednesday at 8 .· Perfonners 
of both trnditional and contem
porary music, they are noted for 
their imaginative progrannning and 
such composers as Berio, Crt~b, 
Rochherg and Subotnick have 1vri t
ten especially for them. Aclm. $1, 
$2. $3. ··-thmanities Auditorium. 
Exhibition .... 
CLARENCE SCHMIDT'S WOODSTOCK ENVI
RONMENT - an exhj bi tion, w_ill open 
~ith an illustrated lecture by 
Gregg Blasdel at the Nei1berger Mu
seum this· sunday evening at 5. 
and Voice 
Gerard Souzay, the celebrated 
French baritone wi 11 give a 
master cla.ss this Sunday from 
3-6 pm. Purchase Music Divis-

' returned to the Housing Office no 
later than Wednesday Nov 19 by 5 
pm. Please read carefully, there 
is a new refund policy this year. 
(Consult Student Handbook, pq. 31) 

Sluts, guppys and many other sorts of tacky things abounded in the Gym 
. ion singers wi 11 participate, 

and the public is invited to 
attend. A $2.50 contributjon to 
the Music Student Scholarship 
fund is requested. -1023, CCN. 

Tues 

Wed 

Thurs 

last Saturday night -- whet a zoo! ·, 

CALENDAR 
7:00 LITTLE KNOWN FACETS AND EVENTS IN BLACK lllSTORY- speaker 

John Howard. Admission free. -B Wing Academic Lounge, Dorm. 
7:00 DIG PROGRAM -Reading Room, Ding Hall. (see Career Dev. Ann. 

., 
above). 

7:30 PURCHASE FILM SERIES -A NOUS LA LIBERTE and FAHRENHEIT 451 -
75¢., $1.00,_ 1..75. -Humanities Auditorium. 

8:00 STUDENT SENATE -All welcome, Reading Room, Dining Hall 
8:00 COFFEE HOUR (really 3 hours) from Commuter's Govt.-2008,CCS 
8:30 YOGA EXERCISES WITH INSTRUCTION BY ROBERT WECHSLER·- (till 9J 

Room A-246, Dorm. 
4:9Q STUDENT ACTIVITIES STAFF- 2007, , CCS 
6:30 RESIDENT ASSISTANTS - Reading Room, Di·ning Hall 
8:30 AEOLIAN CHAMBER ENSEMBLE - $1, $2, $3 -Hum. Aud. 
9:00 NEWMAN COMMUNI~Y - A-Wing Academic Lounge, Dorm. 
8:0P COMMUTER'S GOVT. COFFEE HOUR '(till ll:OO) -2008; CCS 
8:30 YOIJA - A-246, Dorm. (till 9 am) 

10:00 FOOD CO-OP - (.till 6:00) D-07, Dorm 
11:30 OLDER WOMEN RETURNING TO CAMPUS - a get-acquainted coffee 

hour. (till 1 :00) -0007, Humani t;j.es. 
3:00 STUDENT" AFFAIRS DIRECTORS - 3011, CCS 
3:00 TRANSACTIONAL ANALYSIS - B-Wing Academic Lounge, Dorm 
4:00 FINANCIAL AID SEARCH COMMITTEE- 0007, CCS. 
4:00 DIG PROGRAM- 2007, CCS (see Career Dev ann. above.) 

Fri 

Sat . 

Sun 

Mon 

4:15 STUDENT SENATE FINANCIAL COMMITTEE - 2009, CCS 
· 7:30 THE. ALVIN AILEY II DANCE COMPANY- adm ·free, Little Theatre, 

Brownson Hall, Manhattanville College. 
Today is the deadline to submit entries for Birthstone' Maga-
zine - Info Booth, CCS. ' ' 

8:30 YOGA _- A-246, Dorm (till 9 am). 
2:30 OPEN CIRCUS WORKSHOP -Main Gym, Action Ed. All welcome. 
4:00 HELIOTROPE PUCE'S FLOATING OPEN HOUSE ·-(look for a port of 

call) - till ·6:00 . 
7:30 PURCHASE FILM SERIES - LES ENFANTS DU PARADISE - 75¢, $1, $1. 

$1.75 -Humanities Auditorium. 
8:00 ALVIN AILEY II DANCE COMPANY - performa.nce, tickets SUNY stu

dents $2.50, gen pub $3 . . -Gymnasium, Kennedy Building, Man
hattanville College. 

7:30 NEWMAN COMMUNITY MASS -A-Wing Academic Lounge, Dorm. 
8:00 SQUARE DANCE - adm 50¢, 7 5¢, Main Gym r Action Ed 0 

3:00 GERARD SOUZAY: A MASTER CLASS - 1023, Campus Center North 
5:00 CLARENCE SCHMIDT IN . THE CONTEXT OF GRASSROOTS ART- EXhibi-

tion opening and lecture at the Neuberger Museum. All are 
' invited, students encouraged to attend. 

9:00 COFFEEHOUSE - 2008, CCS . 
7:30 THE LOAD STAFF MEETING -All staff and interested students 

are urged to attend. -0028, CCS 


