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FEATURES
Wonders of the
World Showcased at
Homecoming
Parade
Despite the chilly October
night, a group of about 100
gathered to cheer on their
friends, residential quads, clubs
and organizations at the 2008
Wolfstock Homecoming Parade on Friday. The parade took
place in the Kenneth P. LaValle
Stadium parking lot as part of a
weekend ofpre-game festivities.
The parade showcased floats
with different takes on the concept "Wonders of the World"
the theme of the Homecoming
and Reunion Weekend.
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Chem. Dept.
Celebrates
50 Years With
Ninth annual
Research Day
By AIsHA AKIITAR
Photo Editor

This year's ninth annual Chemistry Research Day was a special
one, as the department commemorates 50 years. Faculty and students
participated in the manyevents that
were scheduled for the celebration.
The first event occurred early
morningforthe Organic Chemistry
321 class, where the marching band
came in and played.
"It
was very exciting to get the
321 students involved, they were
there to see the marching band
Nassau County
during dclass," said Professor Frank
Should Be Ashamed
Fowler.
Fowler has been with the deHenry VIII started his reign
partment
for 40 years.
with a smattering of public be"It's been a privilege," he said.
headings, each of which dem"I'vebeen gratefulto teach, research,
onstrated his omnipotence and
and work with students."
the strength of his rule to his.
Aposter sessionwas held, showsubjects. Lynch mobs in the
casing
127 research projects from
South hung people whom they
the chemistry department. Most
didn't believe the law should
belonged to graduate students.
protect. A prison in Florida
"This year we have so many
has recently instituted pink
more posters," said fifth year Ph.D
uniforms for its inmates. In
student Fen Zhang from the Wong
retrospect, these examples of
research group. "I got many more
mob justice and humiliation
questions than last year.
seem less noble than immature
"It's a great experience for the_
and ineffective.
first year graduate students since
>page 11
they can see what group they want
to join," said professor Nancy
Who Are Obama and
Goroff. "Even the high school stuMcCain?
dents come, and they can see what
it means to be a chemist'
"This is our third time comI'm probably one of the few
ing," said Division Avenue High
people you'll meet who's votSchool science research teacher
ing for a third party candiGerard Marzigliano. "In the last two
date. Bob Barr. of the Liber-=
years,
all the students that attended
tarian Party may only have
research day have come to Stony
my vote begrudgingly, but he
Brook [for college], so apparently it
is the man whose platform
has
had a good influence."
best matches my own beliefs.
A few projects included adjunct
There is very little I like about
with
faculty from Brookhaven Naeither of the "main party"
tional Laboratories.
candidates, Barack Obama
"Working at Brookhaven is
and John McCain, and the
because the people there are
cool
bits and pieces that I can
experienced
and I can work with
stomach, aren't enough to
work in all different
people
who
catch my vote.
fields
and
not
just chemistry" said
>>page 13
second year Ph.D student, Cheng

OPINION

Courtesy of Joseph Lauher
Students browse through posters displaying research by the Chemistry department.

Chi. "Myproject was a combination
of many fields"
To accommodate the increasing
number of posters, Chemistry Research Dayhasmade some changes
over the years.
"It's been refined over theyears,
saidprofessor Stan Wong. "In 2005,
I modified the poster session by
splitting it into two, one for the odd
and the other for the even numbered posters." The poster session
is currently presented in the same
manner.
"I ran the first five chemistry
research days starting in 1999,"'
Goroff said. "It started when I was
on the recruitment committee and
we tried to get people from outside
the school to come to our open
houses and meet the department.
But we received poor response and
so we made an event for people to
come to see what we do"
"Professor [Iwao] Ojima suggested we do it in the SAC lobby,
and it was fun because people would
see what was going on as they were
walking by;" he continued. "Nowits
very exciting to see that the number
of posters have grown and that we
can showcase the posters in the
ballroom."'
A symposium titled "Stony
Brook Past, Present and Future"
followed the poster session. Corresponding to these time frames,
four speakers featured to talk about
their work in the chemistry department.
For the Past, founding chair
and Professor Emeritus, Francis T.
Bonner, was the guest speaker. Serving Stony Brook from 1958-1970,

Bonner recalled the beginnings of
the department."I wanted to build
the best chemistry department I
could," said Bonner, "There were
two things I was concerned with,
one was the architectural design
of the chemisfry building being
built and the other being faculty
recruitment."
"In 1966, there was an article in
Science about Stony Brook being a
struggling institution, but by 1970
there were 30 faculty showing a
rapid and successful development,"'
he said.
The other speakersrepresented
alumni, who represented the Present by talking about their chemistry
research. Dr. Joseph A. Frank, currently working at the Diagnostic
Radiblogy Research at the National
Institute of Health, mentioned his
time at Stony Brook working with
the late Professor Paul Lauterbur,
the Nobel Prize Medal recipient for
creating the MRI.
"Itwas the most exciting time of
my career" Frank said.
The other present day speaker
was assistant professor Brian Kuhlman, currently at the University of
North Carolina School ofMedicine.
He presented his work on protein
design.
Lastly, assistant professor Elizabeth Boon represented the future
of Stony Brook. She is the youngest
faculty member in the department
who joined in fall2006, and receiver
of the Watson award for promising
junior faculty. Her presentation explained her nitric oxide research.
"I am excited to continue on the
tradition of studying nitric oxide

that Professor Bonner started;' said
Boon. Bonner hadperformed many
studies on nitric oxide during his
time at Stony Brook.
"I see the new generation like
Ms. Boon coming up,.so I know it
will be taken up by good people,"
said distinguished professor Benjamin Chu.
Following the symposium, a
champagne reception was held;
where President Shirley Strum
Kenny gave some welcoming remarks.

"I want to say congratulations
to all for all that you have achieved
overthe last 50 years,' said President
Kenny, "how in those 50 years with
such tiny beginnings you have
become one of the best chemistry
departments in the country"
The evening ended with a wine
tasting dinner gala celebration,
featuring a presentation, "Reminiscences;'"byProfessor Joseph Lauher.
He showed the chemistry department over the years, highlighting
memorable moments.
The provost and chemistry
chair gave other remarks during
the dinner.
A special guest was Joan Dawson, daughter of the late Professor
Lauterbur. She presented his Nobel
Prize Medal to the department.
"The most difficult stage to the
development of the MRI was here;'
said Dawson.
Benjamin Hsiao, the chemistry
chair, gave the closing rdmarks.
"This years research day was made
possible by everyone in the department," he said. "Our department
will continue to do a great job."
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Stony Brook Pride...
It Has a Nice Ring To It

Start Your Career in Accounting.

Northeastern's MS in Accounting/MBA

for non-accounting majors:

• tony Brook is proud to present its official class ring manu, }factured exclusively by Balfour. Designed in classic signet
: style, the ring is a unique reflection of Stony Brook pride.

* Earn two degrees in just 15 months.
* Complete a 3-month paid residency at a leading accounting firm.
* Proven track record of 100% job placement.

S

All eligible juniors and seniors purchasing the Stony Brook ring
during Ring Week, October 20 to October 23, 2008, will be invited
to the Ring Ceremony in the spring, hosted by President Kenny.

Take the first step.
Visit us online or at an information session near you. Learn more
about the program and upcoming events at www.msamba.neu.edu.

The rings will be on display in the University Bookstore during
Ring Week. Watch your mail for more details.
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Wonders
of the
World
Showcased
at Hpmecoming
Parade
By SHIREEN JAYMAN

Contributing Writer

Despite the chilly October
night, a group of about 100 gathered to cheer on their friends,
residential quads, clubs and organizations at the 2008 Wolfstock
Homecoming Parade on Friday.
The parade took place in the Kenneth P LaValle Stadium parking lot
as part of a weekend of pre-game
festivities.
The parade showcased floats
with different takes on the concept
"Wonders of the World'," the theme
of the Homecoming and Reunion
Weekend.
According to Elana Lancaster,
a student, the parade was a way
to "build school spirit, pump up
people for the game, showcase the
work of each quad and club. It's fun

Kenneth Ho/ SB Statesman
H-Quad won the float competition with a little help from a working waterfall and Mount Rushmore.

to be a part of, to get really excited
about our school."'
Freshman Diandra Ramsuchit
agreed, "Even though a small portion of the student body showed up,
you can still feel the school spirit:"
she said.
Each residential college had
representatives walk through the
parade with their own painted
banners, while Wolfie, the university mascot, explored the world in

jersey, cheering as he sat in a bright
yellow convertible that was followed by university athletes.
Each float displayed the imagination of the creators, with Tabler
quad showing off its own Aladdin,
Jasmine and genie in its take on
Arabian Nights.
Mendelsohn quad's float
worked around the theme "The
Wonders Of The World Wide Web;'
showcasing advents of technology,
various ways -- one banner showed using examples like carriages and
Wolfie with the Leaning Tower of the Jetson's car. The display, however, fell apart by the time it reached
Pisa.
Wolfie himself made his way spectators in the bleachers.
Roosevelt Quad took some
through the crowd clad in his red

stage time, with sophomore Colin McNally Bedel discussing the
quad's refusal to use a car to display their float. This was a way
of living green and caring for the
environment. Members of the quad
dragged a statue of Wolfie covered
in green plastic bags through the
parade avenue, an act thatreceived
especially large cheers from the
audience.
The winner of the float contest
was H quad, which displayed a
working waterfall and pictures of
Mount Rushmore, showcasing the
wonders of the natural world.

Fans Show School Spirit
At Homecoming

Zuby Habibi / SB Statesman
Fans of all ages participated in homecomling.
By TARA DILLON
Contributing Writer

Fans packed into the Kenneth P.
LaValle stadium Saturday afternoon to
watchtheSeawolvestakeontheCharleston Southern Panthers. School spirit
radiated from the crowd of 5,544 fans,
which could'be seen wearing red face
paintandschoolcolorswhilepunching
the air cheering for the home team.
The level of enthusiasm generated

spelling out cheers.
Senior Jennifer Traditi agreed, who
attended homecoming all four years.
"Homecomingisagreatwaytobringthe
students and the community together'
she said.
Before the first kick-off fans were
able to cheer on their team at a prehomecoming event just outside the
stadium. Attendants were able to
chomp down on food, collectfree stuff,
and watch a performance by the Stony
Brook marching band. There was a
cover charge forthe event
In a separate area, a tent was constructed to welcome back all alumni.
Graduatesflockedto the game not only
to root for their team; but to hang out
with many friends who they hadn't
seen in awhile.
"It's great to reconnect with friends
and show my support for the university' said Bedel Saget, a 1988 graduate
of Stony Brook, who now works as a
graphicseditorat TheNewYorkTimes.
Althoughhenever attendedhomecoming while he was a student Saget says
hes fond of the time he spent at Stony
Brook and the friends he made while

fromthecrowdvalidatedthenotionthat
the game is not the only reason spectators participate in homecoming.
"It's a great way to show your support for the school and the team' said
S.Christopher Frontario, a junior who
was attending his third homecoming.
"It's also fun to wear paint and watch
the game from the Red Zone" The
Red Zone is the area behind the field
goal, where many students cheer while hewas here.
Victoria Fleurant, a 1995 graduate
displaying painted letters on their skin
of Stony Brook, also enjoys reconnect-

ing with old friends. "Its great to come
back here and showmy support for the
university rmveryproudofhowmuch
it has grown over the years' she said.
Fleurant is now a faicilities coordinator
in New York City and says that her
fondest memories of Stony Brookwere
thefriends she made andthe great times
she had with them.
Many of the alumni are involved
with the Alumni Board, which coordinates pre-homecoming events, receives
donations from alumni and also hold 0
events other than homecoming.
Joanne Campbell Schiefer, a 1979 O
o
graduateandcurrentafinancialadvisor
at UBS in Uniondale.' Schiefer never
attended homecoming untila couple of r
years ago, when she met afriend ofher 3
son's father who also graduated from
StonyBrook This got Schiefer involved
in homecoming andinturn, eventually
ledtoher nomination for the board.
She has co-chaired the pre-homecoming event for several years and 0
enjoys meeting other Stony Brook
alumni
C
"I am so proud of my education from Stony Brook' she said. "It has 0
risen up in value in the past couple of
0
years and I think we owe a lot ofthat to O
0
0O
PresidentKenn '
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ARTS AND ENTERTAIN

It's About the Journey,
Not the Destination
By

SAMANTHA BURKARDT

Contributing Writer

"Feels like I'm king of
the world,' said teary-eyed
MAIN
SAG
Darius Weems, looking out
into the horizon with a view
of the Grand Canyon surrounding him.
This was one of the many touching moments of the documentary "Darius Goes
West" that played Thursday night in the
Staller Center.
The film takes place on a cross-country
road trip from Athens, Georgia all the
way to California. Darius and 12 college
students go on the adventure of their lives
to show Darius all he wants to see before
his disease, Duchene muscular dystrophy
(DMD), takes over.
The disease has a 100% fatality rate
and is the number one genetic killer of
children. It slowly takes over all the skeletal muscles in the body, including the
heart, until one cannot control his or
her muscles anymore.
This disease took Darius' brother's
life, Mario, a few years ago. Mario asked the
director of the film, Logan Smalley, to take
care of Darius before he died and Smalley
is now one of Darius' best friends.
One of the main goals of this journey
was to have MTV customize Darius'
wheelchair on the reality television show,
"Pimp My Ride". The group all believed
that if Darius was to tell his story on
television, it would raise awareness about
the disease and millions of people would
start to care and want to help find a cure
for DMD.
The film became more than about getting on TV. It was about true friendship
and the journey of a lifetime. Without any
help from MTV, they touched the lives of
millions and they are still at it.
The film has won over 25 awards and
they are making their way around the
country showing the film in schools and
connecting with children who are going
through the same thing that Darius is going through now.
Local charity, Hope for Javier, welcomed Darius and his crew to Stony Brook
this past week. The charity is named after
the four-year-old Stony Brook resident
Javier Romero who was diagnosed three
years ago. "When I first learned that my
son was sick I felt fear, anger and anxiety";'
said Javier's mother, Jennifer Portnoy. "I
stayed up late so many nights searching
the Internet about the disease, and then I
found out the horrible truth. I kept asking
myself why? Why my son? And then I saw
STALLER

ITS

future. The movie has made this bearable
and given me this big hope that doctors
will find a cure."
The movie
was unlike most
documentaries.
Darius doesn't
want anyone to
give him sympathy. He wants
everyone to be
happy and put
a smile on our
faces. That's
just what he
did with this
movie. There
were parts that
made the audience choke up,
but during the
majority of the
Samantha Burkardt movie everyone

Javier and his aunt
Anastasia Portnoy speaking after the movie.

MENT

was laughing
and smiling.
On screen
screen

the guys were making fun of each other
and treating Darius just like they were
with one another. In one scene, everyone thought it would be funny to trick
Darius into eating wasabi, an extremely
hot Japanese horseradish that not only
irritates the taste buds, but it will clear up
your sinuses in an instant. He never had it
before and didn't understand how strong it
was going to be. He agreed to eat a spoon
full for $10 and the facial expression on
his face explained it all. Tears streamed
from his eyes as he grabbed every drink
in sight hoping to cool off the burning
sensation in his mouth. This is one of
the more famous moments in the movie
not only because it makes you laugh, but
also because of what he thought wasabi
was called. Only the movie does this part
justice. It's a must see.
"There's just been such a great reaction
from so many people across the country to
this movie,' said Ricardo Romero, Javier's
father, "and so many people want to be
a part of the change. Everyone wants to
1elp." You can help too. Check out what
this movement is all about. Become a
part of the change and do something. Go
to www.DariusGoesWest.com or www.
HopeForJavier.org and be "in the know".

By MICHAEL KIMMEL
Staff Writer

I used to think I hated "greatest hits"
packages. Extracting individual songs
ruined the integrity of the entire album-I
thought. And besides, why let some record
company executive, or worse, some "hit
parade" poll determine what would be
included and what wouldn't.
But then, even back in the day of LPs, I
found myself drifting to those hits. Listening the albums, I'd pick up the needle and
replace it, or, more recently, skip ahead.
And now, with MP3 and digital downloads, well, the "integrity" of the album
has gone the way of those dusty LPs. It's
all utterly de-contextualized anyway, so
why not revel in it!
Three new "Greatest Hits" collections
also bridge then and now; returning to
past glory and still suggesting something
enduring.
Tina Turner: Tina!
(Capitol)
There are few
veterans more durable than Tina Turner. I mean, they'll
probably wheel
Mick and Keith out on gurneys before
long, but Tina will still look amazing; and
she has been around just as long. A master at self-invention, no one would have
imaged her durability when she teamed
with ex-husband Ike for the Soul Review
in the early 1960s. Four decades later, this
retrospective is long overdue
The music is both fresh and familiar the hallmarks of a good package.- Sure, you
have to have "Proud Mary" and "What's
Love Got to Do with It," but her soulful
'Acid Queen" and energetic "Addicted to
Love" are marvelous reminders of how a
brilliant artist can cover others' songs and
transform them.
UB40: Greatest

turning them into dance club hits. "I Can't
Help Falling in Love with You" and "Red
Red Wine" and many others are reshaped
with sensually languid dance grooves and
smooth vocals.
But what's missing is the edge of UB40s
early "hits." After all, this was a band whose
name comes from the forms British welfare recipients have to fill out, and whose
early songs like "Tyler" were passionate
outcries against racism
In a sense, UB40's Greatest Hits are
just that, their "hits.' But that frame does
more than reshape those pop standards
into reggae dancehall songs. It transforms
the history of the band, and depoliticizes
their message.
Sarah McLachlan:
Closer: The
Best of Sarah
McLachlan
(Arista)
Few voices these
days are as mysterious as Sarah McLachlan's - haunting,
ethereal, slightly whispering, so heartfelt
and portentous. Her hits package includes
all her fans' favorites: "Building a Mystery;'
"Angel,""IWill Remember You;' and my
favorite, "Fallen'."
There's something majestic in her tone,
simultaneously vulnerable and defiant,
opening up and covering up at the same
time. Even the album's title contains a
double edge: "closer" is both a simple noun
and adjectival.
Occasionally, the diaphanous billows
out to shred, the ethereal form lacks substance, the languid turns limpid. But in a
hits package, the flimsier fillers are fewer
and further between, and the fragile beauty of McLachlan's songs and voice sustain
multiple turns on the turntable.

Hits (Virgin)
UB 40 made a
-

career out of that
transformation,
taking pop standards and adding
a dub beat, reggae-inspired phrasing, and

.D
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After this movie you will have a different
outlook on life and more appreciation for
what's going on in the world. Help Darius,
Javier and all the other kids going through
this, to live happy and fulfilling lives. It's
what
we all want.
this movie and it gave me hone for my son's
O
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Darius Weems, fourth from right, sits with his friends who all journeyed across the country
with him.
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OPINION 11

Nassau County Should be Ashamed
BY

ZEBA AHMAD
Contributing Writer

Henry VIII started his reign
with a smattering of public beheadings, each of which demonstrated his omnipotence and the
strength of his rule to his subjects.
Lynch mobs in the South hung
people whom they didn't believe
the law should protect. A prison
in Florida has recently instituted
pink uniforms for its inmates.
In retrospect, these examples
of mob justice and humiliation
seem less noble than immature
and ineffective. Nassau County's
"Wall of Shame" can be added
to the list.
By posting the names and
mug shots of those arrested for
DWI on their website, the local
police seek to tap into our pride
and self-worth, rather than our
senses of responsibility or foresight. Unfortunately, impaired
judgment doesn't discriminate.
Like pictures of orphaned children, the threat of having their
mug shot posted on the county's
website will never serve as a
deterrent to people already intoxicated; it's just one more thing
they will have to deal with when
sober.
For some, the online gallery has a charm akin to that

of Facebook. The bleary-eyed,
beleaguered offenders offer a voyeuristic pleasure to the county's
target audience. Because DWI
seems like such a pedestrian (and
therefore forgivable) offense, the
portrayal of arrested individuals
incites the same kind of goodnatured ridicule that any gossip
or slander in "People" magazine
does.
Shame, blame, or entertain?
The county's intent is becoming
less clear and the punishment
seems more absurd with each
legal proceeding.
Predictably, Nassau County is
paying for the fun it has at these
people's expense. Alexandra Bursac, who clearly doesn't believe in
bad publicity, is suing the county
and wants her picture removed.
She was arrested for DWI, but
has not yet been convicted. This
is the latest court entanglement
related to the Wall of Shame;
most memorable is the case of
a diabetic woman who suffered
a seizure and whose picture was
posted with the rest. The joke is
funny only to those not involved,
however: a Google Image Search
yielding one of these mug shots
can cause potential employees,
students, or public figures their
positions.
Minors are excluded from the

Wall of Shame. They are the most
vulnerable (personally and professionally) to this kind of infamy,
are most likely to be unaware of
their limits, and most likely to be
new drivers. Those charged with
DUI are also exempt. In this case,
legal limitations impede the punishment where it is most likely to
be effective.
The truth ignored by both
the outraged offenders and the
vindictive county officials is that
people who drive drunk have
lost their most basic, evolutionary instinct: their sense of selfpreservation.
Intoxication is a crime unique
in that the person

to and contest their punishment,
especially regarding an institution as ridiculous as the "Wall
of Shame."
Punishment for a crime is
between a criminal and his or
her prosecutor, even where public
safety is involved. The creation
of Nassau County's online gallery will only serve to perpetuate
drunk driving, because it shows
how common, and innately comedic, the offense is. Regardless
of whose lawyers win in the end,
the county's method is an abuse
of power, malicious and selfperpetuating.

paying for the crime
he or she committed
is in a different state
of consciousness
than he or she was
while committing
the crime. Drunk,
they are criminals
who are dangerous
to others on the
road. Sober, they
have legal rights and
are harder to push
around. If people
can be held responsible for what they
do while drunk,
they can respond

Nassau Ex ec Thomas Suozzi Courtesy of Newsday.com

Marketing Ourselves to Death
BY

JosH GLAZER
Contributing Writer

I have lost the ability to watch
television. Sure, I occasionally
flip or watch a specific show, like
"South Park," "The Simpsons" or
"Family Guy" but otherwise it
is almost unbearable. I feel the
same about most movies as well.
Television did not use to bother
me as much, but now it seems
to become more pandering and
deceitful every day.
The reason for the poor
quality of our viewing entertainments is the overarching
greed that runs the industries in
question. Of course, everybody
has to make a living, and the
workers who are responsible for
making visual entertainment are
no exception. However, there
are at least two major structural
problems with the way TV and
movies are made, both of which

rely on the principle of selfishness to operate.
Firstly, there is a clear disconnect between the overall
goals of aesthetic pleasure and
producing profits. And secondly,
there seems to be no reluctance
at all on the part of writers or advertisers to do anything, including blatant lies to the consumer,
in an effort to make money.
This sentiment was reinforced last week when I saw
the season premiere of "South
Park," which made me feel better because it showed me that I
am not alone in my feelings of
estrangement from the entertainment industry.
Without giving anything
away, they accused a couple of
barons of the movie industry
of disgustingly using one of our
revered fictional movie icons to
make yet another terrible sequel.
The movie was still successful,

because it preyed on the younger
generation and included the
requisite special effects. But its
shameless disregard for plot and
storyline marred the memory
of a great fictional American
hero.
Life is not just a marketing
ploy. There is something won-

derful inside every single one of
us. To forget the intrinsic beauty
of life is to leave our humanity
behind. Our entertainment is
letting us forget what is truly
beautiful, and is numbing us
to life. If we are not careful, we
might end up marketing ourselves to death.
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FOR RENT
STUDIO APT starting $600 and I B/R apt starting $950. In the heart of Port Jefferson
Village. Utilities included / cable. Parking and bus stop across the street. By appointment
only. 631-473-2579.
Miller Place - Co-op rental (Sylvan Gardens) 1 BR, 1 bath, large LR, kitchen, dining area,
patio. $1,100/mo. Call Angela at Prudential. 631-476-6224.

TRAVEL
SPRING BREAK 2009. Sell Trips, Eamrn Cash and Go Free. Call for Group Discounts. Best
Prices Guaranteed! Best Parties! Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulo, Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida.
Information/Reservations 1-800-648-4849 or www.ststravel.com
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631-689-8989
140 Belle
Meade Rd

No Enrollment Fee
(with Student ID.)
(Based on 12 or 24 Month
Membership)

Setauket
Less than 5
Minutes from
campus

OPEN 24 HOURS

You're pregnant?
You're frightened?
Please let us help. Life can be a wonderful choice.
Alternatives to Abortion.
Freepregnancy testing, information, counseling, and assistance.

SERVICES
THE CARPET SPECIALIST. Installations, repairs, & restretches. Free estimates. Over 30
years experience. No job too small. 631.567.1426

o

LAMINATING

631-451-0111

HELP WANI
DOMINOS PIZZA DELIVERY DRIVERS AND INSIDE HELP WANTED. Flexible hours,
great pay, need your own car for delivery. 631.751-0330

you wait it
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Call 243-2373 or 1-800-550-4900

631-751-0330
5-5-5Deal/Famiy

KAPLAN COUNSELING CENTER, LCSW-R Specializing in: addictions, anxiety, depression, panic and phobia disorders, pre-marital. Also DWI Evaluations, DMV approved.
FREE CONSULTATIONS, COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL. 631.842.0841.
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McCain Can't Make Up His Mind
AConflicted Campaign Sends Out Mixed Messages
BY DAVID COOPER
Contributing Writer

A lot of people either getting
into politics for the first time,
or even those who love politics
and have been following it since
before Obama was even a senator,
are confused about some of the
things that the McCain campaign
has been doing. I'm not talking
about his tax plans or health care
initiative or what he's planning to
do to reduce our dependence on
foreign oil. These are platforms I'm talking about strategies.
First of all, Republicans are
smart. They know how to win
elections and when it comes
down to it, that's what politics is
about. The problem now is that
they're experiencing some significant ideological rifting, and while
this rift has been in existence for
some time now, it only shows up
when one side or the other does
something particularly unpopular. Right now, the "neoconservative" side of the party is in charge
and the unpopular thing they did
is sitting in the White House. The
other side of the party wants a
chance to fix things.
But there's some history behind this. The rift that we currently see more or less dates back
to the Reagan days when a group
of ex-Democrats, disillusioned
with the new shape of their own

party, turned to Ronald Reagan as as any expert on leadership and
a way to continue what they saw rhetoric will tell you, they probas being the more pro-American ably would have liked it even if
policies, like spreadhis actual posiing democracy to the
tions on issues
"voters don't were differworld and standing
in firm opposition to
ent. That's the
have the time to
analyze the minu- whole point of
Soviet Communism.
charisma.
tiae of every posiReagan himself had
been a Democrat for
Essentialtion.9
ly what this
much of his life (in
meant for the
fact, I don't think he
Reagan adminofficially re-registered
as a Republican until 1962-he was istration is that, since voters are
in his 50s by then.) But he always busy with their own lives and
said things like "I didn't leave the don't have the time to critically
Democratic party; the party left analyze the minutiae of every
me;' and in a way, he was right.
position of every candidate that
The important thing to note, comes before them, the things
however, is that Reagan was char- that they look for, the things
ismatic, he was patriotic, he was they want to see in a candidate folksy, he acted like a regular guy
and - most importantly - he was
immensely popular. I mean come
on, who wins 49 out of 50 states
in their reelection?
Being that Republicans do, in
fact, have brains - despite what
some people on campus will tell
you - many in the party saw the
Reagan package as an equation for
success, not only because it was a
winning strategy, but because it
gives considerable flexibility to
those in charge. This is because
voters, when looking at Reagan,
saw a charismatic, patriotic,
folksy guy and they liked it. And

whether or not they realize it - are

things like charisma, patriotism,
and the degree to which they feel
they can relate to the candidate.
Since these are the reasons
that people, to some extent, ultimately vote for the candidate,
these things almost become the
candidate's campaign promises.
Thus, if he continues to be charismatic, patriotic and folksy, people
feel that the "promises" are kept
and it almost doesn't matter what
else he does so long as he doesn't
screw up enormously.
Now, this is a pretty good
strategy and no, the Republicans

did not invent it in 1976. They on the issues, is approached by
did, however, realize how the the rest of the party around mideffect could be in the U.S. and August, informed that he isn't
have continued to use it. The only charismatic and folksy enough,
problem is that, if you're going and handed the folksiest person
to claim that your candidate is that the Republicans could poscharismatic, patriotic, and folksy, sibly find as a running mate. Yes,
you have to show how you're op- that would be Sarah Palin.
Now John McCain isn't used
ponent is the opposite of those
to playing this game. So when his
things.
This is exactly what the first campaign and his vice president
George Bush did when he con- start accusing Barack Obama of
vinced America that Mike Du- "palling around with terrorists,"
kakis was an out of touch, east it may be confusing to some peocoast liberal who ran lame televi- ple. The Republicans are trying
sion advertisements. Bush thus to portray Obama as an out of
focused the discussion on things touch, unpatriotic, elitist liberal
like Dukakis' opposition to mak- the way they so successfully did
ing students recite the Pledge of with Mike Dukakis, Al Gore and
Allegiance in public schools and John Kerry. And McCain is going
accusations that his wife was a along with it because he knows
flag-burner. People understand it has proven to be a winning
these things.
strategy.
But remember that there were
But when a McCain sup-- and still are -- many old school

Republicans around. Bob Dole is
probably one of them and he ran
in 1996. John McCain is probably
another. Bob Dole didn't run his
campaign the way Reagan and
H.W. Bush did and he didn't get
elected. George W. Bush did run
his campaign like Reagan and
Bush (folksy, patriotic) and he
did get elected.
So John McCain, ready to run
his campaign the way he would
run his campaign, by focusing

porter says that Obama is a "terrorist" or that she's afraid to raise
her children in a country where
Obama is the president, and McCain corrects her saying Obama
is a "decent family man" towards
whom they need to be "respectful" and focus on the issues, people become confused at the mixed
signals because they don't realize
that McCain isn't completely in
control of his own campaign.
And now you know why.

Who Are Obama and McCain?
The Candidates Speak at the Al Smith Dinner
BY ZACHARY KURTZ

Opinion Editor

I'm probably one of the few
people you'll meet who's voting

for a third party candidate. Bob
Barr of the Libertarian Party
may only have my vote begrudgingly, but he is the man whose
platform best matches my own
beliefs. There is very little I like
about either of the "main party"
candidates, Barack Obama and
John McCain, and the bits and
pieces that I can stomach, aren't
enough to catch my vote.
However, one thing I can say
about both men, is that they can
both take and deliver jokes. At
New York City's 63rd annual Alfred E. Smith Memorial Foundation Dinner, McCain and Obama
roasted each other in a hilarious
event that Comedy Central's
roasters would be jealous of.
Al Smith,
time New
York Governor and political

long

candidate himself, started the
annual dinner as a Catholic
Church fundraiser and the event
has been a political campaign
stop for many years. This year,
in particular, at such a crucial
time point in a crucial election,
both candidates made speeches
roasting themselves just as often
as each other.
McCain fearlessly went first,
setting the tone for the evening,
joking about his infatuation with
"Joe the plumber" (If you don't
know what this is in reference to,
pick up a newspaper) and moving right on to teasing Obama
about his inability to distinguish between McCain and G.W.
Bush. Other targets of McCain's
jokes were Bill Clinton, various political hews pundits and
ACORN (again, read the news if
you're ignorant). He went from
poking fun at Obama to praising his opponent, particularly
for his accomplishments as an

African-American whose White
House run has served as an inspiration for many others and
has rekindled political interest
in surprising places. I agree with
McCain when he said to Obama,
"I can't wish my opponent luck,
but I do wish him well."
Obama, in turn, known for
his skills as an orator, turns out
to be quite the comedian as well
and who's timing was actually
a bit better than McCain's. He
joked about not being the second
coming of Jesus, but admitted
to an identity, for some, no less
important: Superman. He joked
about his own name, appearance
and celebrity status, showing us
that political candidates don't
live in a bubble, someone in
their campaign, at least, is telling
them how the public perceives
them.
This is a comforting fact,
even considering I have no plans
on voting for either of these men

in November. Maybe John McCain isn't the cold war hero I
thought he was a couple of days
ago, and maybe Obama isn't the
stereotypical elitist liberal, afterall. Unless something miraculous occurs in the next weeks,
we're going to be living with
either of these two men, and not

Bob Barr or Cynthia McKinney,
as the next president. Knowing
that your president can take and
dish criticism without going to
pieces, and even be amused by
it, is heartening. I might not like
their policies, but Obama and
McCain have won my respect for
the people that they are.
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Obama and McCain at the Al Smith Dinner, Courtesy of Independent.co.uk
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NBA Eastern

Conference
Preview
By BRIAN MORGAN

Senior Writer
Eastern Conference
1. Toronto Raptors
2. Boston Celtics
3. Orlando Magic
4. Cleveland Cavaliers
5. Philadelphia 76ers
6. Detroit Pistons
7. Miami Heat
8. Chicago Bulls
9. Milwaukee Bucks
10. Atlanta Hawks
11. Washington Wizards
12.New Jersey Nets
13. New York Knicks
14. Charlotte Bobcats
15. Indiana Pacers
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No disrespect to the champions, but losing
James Posey is going to be Boston's downfall
come playoff time. There's a problem when
your fifth highest paid player is Brian Scalabrini and 75 percent of your payroll is dedicated
to three players. They're still going to have a
great season, but I don't think Darius Miles
and Bill Walker will be able to fulfill the roles
of Posey and P.J. Brown, and because of their
lack of depth, there will be no repeat.
Toronto made the biggest improvement
in my mind this off-season. Jermaine O'Neal

will finally have a reason to play hard, and stay
Their bench, however, is still suspect. They
healthy. Combine him with Chris Bosh and
have some decent players in Anthony Johnson
they will have an extremely difficult frontcourt and Courtney Lee, but their front court depth
to guard.
of Tony Battie, Brian Cook and Adonal Foyle
With the acquisition of O'Neal, Andrea
will be their downfall. Dwight Howard is
Bargnani should be in-line to finally have a
nothing short of a beast, but last year's playoffs
break-out season. He'll finally be able to conproved that he can't do it by himself. Sure,
centrate on his natural small forward position they'll be able to score with him, Lewis, and
and cause huge match-up problems, especially Turkoglu, but when they face Toronto, who's
when all three 6'11" guys are on the floor.
going to guard Bosh? When they face PhilaWith guys like Jason Kapono and Jamario
delphia, who's going to guard Brand? I'd like
Moon coming off the bench, they should have them to make it to the second round along
a great overall team, however, they're going
with Toronto, Boston, and Philadelphia.
to need guys like Kris Humphries, Carlos
The Detroit Pistons should finally be
Delfino, and Joey Graham to step up if they
knocked off their throne this season. Their
want to go all the way.
strong defense and mistake-free offense made
Philadelphia will also make a run for the
them a juggernaut over the last five years,
championship. They have a nice core in Andre however their roster may not be good enough
Iguodala, Elton Brand, Samuel Dalembert,
to compete in the East anymore.
Andre Miller, and Willie Green that should
Joe Dumars was right to want to blow
get them far into the playoffs. Their bench
up their roster this off-season, and with only
consisting of Louis Williams, Thaddeus
Kwame Brown to show, their reign near the
Young, Marreece Speights, Donyell Marshall,
top of the east should be over. Richard HamReggie Evans, and Theo Ratliff gives them
ilton, Rasheed Wallace, Chauncey Billups,
a lot of depth, which will give them a great
Tayshuan Prince, and Antonio McDyess will
advantage come fourth quarter.
give them a nice starting roster, while Jason
The acquisition of Mo Williams will make Maxiell and Rodney Stuckey will give them a
the Cleveland Cavaliers a better team, howgreat bench.
ever, it could be too little too late for Danny
If this team couldn't win last year, how do
Ferry. With teams like Toronto, Philadelphia,
they expect to win in a tougher conference
and the Miami getting much better, they
this year? McDyess is always one wrong step
might've missed their window.
away from blowing up his knee and the rest
The team still lacks that #2 scoring option
of the starting lineup has an average age of
that could take pressure off Lebron James and
31. Age should start to kick in this season and
Zydrunas Ilgauskas and Ben Wallace are way
their unsuccessful offseason will make for a
past their prime to deal with the front court of short exit in the playoffs this season.
Toronto and Philadelphia, or even Boston at
The Miami Heat may be the sexy pick this
this point. Because of their glaring problems,
season for a lot of people, but they have
they may not even make the second round.
too many glaring weaknesses. Dwayne Wade,
Cleveland should start getting their black suits Michael Beasely, and Shawn Marion will give
ready for when 2010 comes around.
them a nice trio, but past those three, the only
The Orlando Magic will have a great team
noteworthy player is Udonis Haslem. Even
this year, and should win the Southeast divithough they signed Shaun Livingston, they're
sion with no problem. They have a great core
still weak at point guard, and losing their only
in Dwight Howard, Rashard Lewis, Mickael
decent player off the bench, James Jones, for
Pietrus, Hidayet Turkoglu, and Jameer Nelson. three months will prove to be too much for
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Turn to Page 15
for Coverage of
the Seawolves
Victories on
Homecoming!
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them the beginning of the season.
Their front court depth will also hurt
them versus the stronger teams, which is why
they won't make the run everyone expects
them to. They should make the playoffs, but
don't expect more than that this year.
The Chicago Bulls will be the final team to
round out the playoffs. They have great depth
at the guard positions with Kirk Hinrich, Ben
Gordon, Derrick Rose, and Larry Hughes.
They have also have great forwards in Luol
Deng, Andres Nocioni, Thabo Sefolosha, and
Drew Gooden. Rounding up the team with
Joakim Noah and Tyrus Thomas at center
gives them a great overall team.
So what's the problem? The team just
doesn't fit. They will have to play small during
the season, and this year's team is no different than last years. I thihk drafting Derrick
Rose will give them enough wins to make the
playoffs, but unless they make some trades
unloading some of their guards and giving
them better players in the front court, they'll
only squeak into the playoffs.
To round up the East, the Knicks are a
mess, the Pacers are even worse. The Nets are
preparing for 2010.
The Bobcats have a decent team but Okafor is due for another big injury, while guys
like Gerald Wallace and Sean May can never
stay on the floor.
The Wizards already have major injury
problems, and they won't be able to coast
through the season anymore.
The Bucks got better with the acquisition
of Richard Jefferson, and they should do well
offensively. However, their weak defense will
prove to be too much of a hurdle to overcome
a stronger Eastern Conference.
The Hawks should have a similar finish
to last year, and it was nice to see them finally
spend money. Unfortunately, they didn't get
better this off-season and they won't be able
to make the playoffs with a sub-.500 record
this year.
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Seawolves Win
Home Coming
Thriller
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ce Hockey Picks
Up First Victory
Of The Season
By GENE MORRIS
Sports Editor

By GENE MORRIS
Sports Editor

It didn't come easy. Nothing has for
Stony Brook football thus far in 2008.
Red shirt Freshman Dayne Hoffman
found tight end Adrian Sawyer for a
23-yard scoring strike with only 1:06 left
to lift the Seawolves 20-19 over Charleston Southern on Homecoming.
The beleaguered Stony Brook offense
looked much better on a day where they
were able to find the end zone twice. The
other score came courtesy of a Hoffman
to Dwayne Eley nine yard touchdown
connection. Hoffman, who played his
best game of the season, went 17 of 33
for 210 yards. He threw two touchdowns,
but more importantly did not throw an
interception.
Late in the first quarter, after Charleston Southern had gone ahead 7-0, it got
the ball back on its own 29 yard line. They
proceeded to drive deep into Stony Brook
territory, eventually coming upon a fourth
and one at the Seawolves two yard line.
Stony Brook held its ground and made
a pivotal goal line stand, giving its offense
a chance to get back in the game.
Hoffman and company made it stand
up.
98 yards later, as Eley ran into the end
zone, the Stony Brook offense had scored
its first touchdown in over four games
worth of football.
"That becomes the change of Stony
Brook football for 2008," Head Coach
Chuck Priore said of the drive after the
game.
But it nearly was not enough.
The Seawolves were able to tie
Charleston Southern at 13 on its first
drive in the second half. Keyed by a 57
yard run by freshman Edwin Gowins, the
Seawolves were able to kick a field goal to
knot the score.
Charleston Southern answered on its
next drive. Receiver Gerald Stevenson
scored his third touchdown of the day, a
39 yarder that was the result of poor Stony
Brook tackling. Stevenson had seven
catches and 143 yards in the game.
But kicker John Paglia, who was shaky
all day, missed the extra point that would
have given Charleston Southern a seven
point lead.
Instead, the Seawolves took advan-

tage of the mistake and went on another
improbable drive.
Powered mostly by the legs of Junior
Conte Cuttino, who rushed for a season
high 107 yards in the game, the Seawolves
had a first and ten at the Charleston
Southern 15 with about two minutes to
play.
Hoffman could not connect with
Eley on first down, and a holding penalty
on second down put the Seawolves in a
second and 20 hole. After another incomplete pass, chances looked bleak.
But after a time out, Hoffman dropped
back and fired a perfect ball over the
middle that found Sawyer in the end zone.
The 23 yard touchdown sent the crowd
into a frenzy, but they were on the edge of
their seats until Andre Jean-Pierre sealed
the victory when he recovered a fumble
he caused with a jarring hit, sealing the
game.
"This is a real confidence builder for
the next couple of games," Gowins said.
Gowins contributed 97 yards on 10 carries
in the game.
"It's been a tough five weeks;" Hoffman
said. "To get the offense rolling was exciting. We've been doing things but haven't
put it all together, and we did that today."
Coach Priore reiterated the sentiment
of how tough the season has been so far,
culminating today when seven coaches
missed the pre-game preparations after
getting locked in the locker room.
"Typical 2008," he said. "It's been
tough for five weeks. But I'm proud today
happened."
Box Score:
Passing:
Att-Cmp Yards
210
Hoffman 17-31

TD's
2

Int's

Yards
107
97
6

TD
0
0
0

Long
22
57
8

Yards
89
30
23
22
20

TD
1
1
0
0
0

Long
33
23
11
14
10

After going through the entire 2007-08
season with only nine losses, the Seawolves found themselves in an unfamiliar
position. The team was still looking for its
first win of the season as they hosted the
Towson Tigers on Saturday night at the
Rinx.m
The Seawolves took nothing for granted and thoroughly dominated Towson on
the way to a 6-2 victory.
"It's a big relief off everyone's shoulders;' said assistant coach Pete Hall. The
last three games we played we out-shot
the opponents, lost by one goal. The guys
played good team defense and put these
guys away.'
Stony Brook opened the scoring early
with a power play goal by Tom Pacifico.
Greg Maggio added another goal later
in the first period, and the Seawolves led
2-0 after one period.
In the second the Seawolves really
started to turn it on, keeping the puck
deep in the Towson end for most of the
period.
After the Seawolves squandered a full
two minute 5-on-3 in the second period,
it looked very familiar to the team that
dropped its first five games.
But after another Towson penalty, Phil
Borner ripped a slap shot from the point

to the back of the net just three seconds
into the power play.
The game was put out of reach late in
the second period. John Wong took a shot
from a bad angle that squeezed through
the pads of the Towson goaltender and just
crept across the goal line.
Eight seconds later Jake Dietz brought
the puck across the Towson blue line and
fired an innocent looking wrist shot. The
puck hit a Towson defender in front and
changed direction, fooling the goaltender,
and giving the Seawolves a 5-0 lead.
Head coach Buzz DeChamps was
pleased with the way his team played in
the game.
S"Tonight the goaltending was exceptional,' he said. "Our forwards were
playing really smart hockey. So were our
defensemen."
Stony Brook backup goaltender Jack
Dagnese played the third period, and
allowed two goals. The Seawolves added
one of their own, providing the 6-2 final
margin.
"It's a monkey off our backs;' General Manager Chris Garofalo said after
the game. "Were not used to this. Every
year we lose five or six games. It's a little
frustrating.
"But the boys played a really good
game, solid up and down; he said. "We
were peppering the net. We just have to
keep that momentum every game."
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Sawyer 2
Cuttino 2
Cassell
2
Lee
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The Seawolves beat Towson 6-2 Saturday night.
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