
SUNY Potsdam 
Revision of an Existing Graduate Program:  

Adolescence Education: Social Studies 
 
1) The name of the program (by registered title), the award, and the program code 

number from the SED Inventory of Registered Programs. If the program leads to 
teacher certification, indicate the current certificate area and level.  

Name of Program: Adolescence Education: Social Studies 
Award: MST 
Program Code: 25151 
HEGIS Code: 2201.01 
Certification: Social Studies 7-12 with 5-6 Extension (Initial and Professional) 
 

2) Description of the proposed change and rationale for the change. The most 
compelling rationale is grounded academically, often arising from the results of 
ongoing assessment, changes in quality standards, or comparative market 
information. 
If the program leads to certification in classroom teaching, describe how the 
proposed change is consistent with the standards for certification in §52.21(b) of the 
Commissioner’s Regulation, and with the standards of your chosen national 
accrediting body. 
The National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) response to our MST Program Review 
indicated several areas for improvement. The following changes are designed to accomplish 
the following goals: 

To meet the NCATE/NCSS standards for study in Psychology 
To further develop relationships with faculty in the disciplines of Economics, Politics, 
Anthropology, History, and Sociology for the purpose of enhancing the content 
preparation of future social studies teachers. 

 
1. Addition of a new 1-credit course: GRED 684 Secondary Social Studies Content 

Portfolio 
This portfolio was developed as one of our assessments of content knowledge submitted 
to National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS). The Social Studies Content Portfolio 
is designed to assess content knowledge related to the ten NCSS standards. This year, 
(2006-07) the Content Portfolio was assigned for the first time for MST students as a 
non-credit assignment. This new 1-credit course is designed to better reflect the effort 
involved in creation of the portfolio and will be begun in the fall semester prior to student 
teaching, with completion after student teaching. 

 
 

 



2. Drop the existing GRED 677 option students to fulfill their Psychology of Middle 
Childhood and Adolescence prerequisite.  
Currently, if students have not taken this psychology course as an undergraduate, they 
have the option of taking GRED 677 Development/Learning in Middle/Secondary 
School to fulfill their psychology prerequisite. Replace with a graduate level course 
elective. However, GRED 677 is not exclusively a psychology course and lacks a 
complete focus on developmental adolescence issues. NCSS and New York State 
requirements. In addition, our graduates would be better served in their teaching careers 
by keeping to the basic requirement that MST applicants have, or obtain prior to being 
fully accepted in the graduate program, a Psychology of Middle Childhood and 
Adolescence course. By dropping GRED 677 and adding a graduate level elective, 
students would have an option to enhance their knowledge base with a course that could 
complement their area of study by including taking graduate courses found within the 
social studies content areas of study from the Arts and Sciences.  

  
3. Change the current prerequisite economics requirement from “An introduction to 
micro or macro Economics course” to “An upper level Economics Course.”  

The need for stronger content knowledge in economics has been made apparent with 
recent analysis of MST candidate CST test scores. Results reveal economics as the 
weakest of the social studies content areas. Adding this requirement should help alleviate 
this relative weakness of students’ economic content knowledge. In addition, changing 
dynamics of public school social studies requirements has seen an increase in demand for 
economics courses at the secondary level. This increase has shown itself in MST 
candidate student teaching with most having to teach an economics course in addition to 
other social studies courses such as history or government. Most recent applicants from 
the past several years to the MST secondary social studies program have already taken 
and introductory level economics course. This change would ensure that all applicants 
had at least two economics courses as an undergrad.  

 
3) Curriculum outline of the current program and of the proposed revised curriculum, 

with changes in program (e.g., courses added, deleted) clearly noted.  In many 
cases, draft or actual catalog copy proves a helpful means of providing this 
information. 

 (See Appendix A) 

 
4) Course outlines for new courses, if any. Indicate prerequisites, the frequency with 

which the course is offered, and the name, faculty rank, and status of the 
instructor(s). If none, please so state. 

None; changes only affect prerequisite courses. 
 



5) For new faculty teaching new courses, provide brief résumé(s). If no new faculty are 
required, please state. 

None; changes only affect prerequisite courses. 
 

6) Description of any additional costs. If none, please explain. 
None; changes only affect prerequisite courses. 

 
7) Effective date of the change in the program. If the current program needs to remain 

registered until students have graduated (or have been otherwise accommodated), 
please indicate the anticipated effective date by which matriculants will have cleared 
the old version of the program 
September, 2008 (or upon approval; candidates beginning study before September 2008 will 
have the option of satisfying the current or revised prerequisites.).


