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Light in the darkness
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What do you do during a power outage as a resident student at
Stony Brook? Some decide to go
running in just their boxers, while
others have an impromptu concert
in the middle of the hallway.
During the power outage last
Sunday, which lasted from about
10:30 p.m. to midnight, Chris
Chirico and Scott Litroff played
"Pick Up the Pieces" by the 70's
band, Average White Band and
Burbon Street, in front of a small
gathering of students on the Bi
floor of Cardozo College.
"I think it was originally
Chris' idea and I thought, 'yeah,

identified students, dressed only
in boxers came and, according to
Rayannavar, "Wanted to get everyone to join them" while they
were streaking outside. "I guess
when the lights go out things get
a little crazy," Gaffey said.

Cardozo was not the only
place where students were trying

to make the most of the lack of
electricity. In Tabler Quad, students were having some fun of
their own. "A bunch of crazies
were playing Marco Polo in the
middle of the quad," said senior
Eric Chan from Tabler.
"I went down to my friend's
room to play some hold'em by
candlelight," said Kfier Kuba of
Kelly Quad. But the lights came
why not?"' said Litroff. Chirico back before they could get to their
said that he was pondering "What game.
However, it wasn't all fun
to do when there's no electricity," and came to the conclusion, and games for those stuck in the
"We should bust out our instru- dark. Students studying in the library had to find their way out and
ments!"
Sophomores Megan Gaffey some students were unsuccessful
and Arpana Rayannavar were two getting in contact with their fami1. of over a dozen students who sat lies and friends.
Some students, on the other
in the BI hallway with flashlights
listening to Chirico and Litroff hand, were hoping that the power
play. "I liked the spontaneity of would not return until Monday so
it," Gaffey said. "Everyone sitting that classes would be cancelled.
around was smiling." "It was a The hope of no classes brought

tiAie for all of Cardozo to come both relief and joy to many, so
together," Rayannavar added.
when the lights came back many
In the middle of Chirico and
Litroff's playing, two male, un-

Continuedon page 2
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Inundating the World with a "Your student
Wave of Good
activity fee at
work.

BY RADEYAH HACK
Statesman Editor

The devastating tsunamis that hit
South East Asia and other parts of the
world last December left the region
in destruction, but inspired the rest
of the world to partake in charitable
and humanitarian acts. Stony Brook's
campus is no exception. Motivated
by the wave of charity that occurred
after the wave of destruction, the
Interfaith Center began an

BY JAMES CASTON
Statesman Edjtor

"Inun-

date the world with a wave of good"
campaign.
"When anything negative happens the best way to counteract it is
by adding goodness to the world,"
said Rabbi Adam from the Hillel
Foundation for Jewish Life. The
campaign started in Chabad Houses
around the country and was brought
to campus by Rabbi Adam and the
Interfaith Center.
In the hopes of involving everyone on campus in some act of goodness, they are asking every club and
organization, as well as individuals,
to sign up for a specific charitable
act.
The acts of goodness can range
from major acts of charity such as

donating blood or making financial contributions to the Save the
Children Tsunami Relief Fund, as
well as simple acts of charity that
should be a part of our everyday
lives, like smiling at a stranger, or
calling you parents to tell them how
your doing.
The wave of humanity campaign
also encourages students to partake
in acts of goodness that promotes
good habits that should be practiced
on a daily basis. Organizing a no
gossiping group and promising not
to curse for a day are among the
numerous suggestions for students
to act upon and spread a wave of
goodness.
"We're hoping that students will

be inspired and spread the word
among the campus community,"
said Rabbi Adam. "We're hoping the
whole campus will be involved."
The Interfaith Center has asked
various clubs and organizations to
sign up for a specific act. A public
display of all individuals and organizations participating in the campaign
will be displayed at the Tsunami
Memorial Service on Wednesday
Feb. 23 in the Zodiac Lounge of the
Wang Center.
For those interested in inundating
the world with a wave of goodness,
send an email to Rabbi Adam at
RabbiAdam@hotmail.com with your
chosen act and look for your name on
the display on Wed Feb. 23.

I think most realists would agree that the most notable results of Tuesday night's senate meeting were
the tired pleas of President Jared Wong and President
Pro-Temp Samuel Darguin who separately voiced theiropinions that too much time is being spent. bickering
and not improving student life.
"I wish any of you could spend one day in my shoes
and see how much goes into this and how little we get
done," said Wong after sitting through an hour and a
half of pugnacious soliloquies.
Darguin raised a similar issue stating his hope that
the senators could drop the personal issues between
themselves and get to work sorting through the 120 linebudget applications sitting in the USG office suite.
A member of the audience addressed the senate with
the suggestion that issues of personal attacks and slander
should be sorted out in another venue such as court.
Senator Vince Rasulo responded to this comment by
stating: "I love how people who don't have the testicular
fortitude to run for office come here and lecture us...
and sit here and natter us like parents!"
Senator Rasulo was later asked to leave after a motion was passed to eject him from the ballroom. He
voted in favor of the motion and was escorted out by a
Sergeant-at-Arms whom he appointed.

CONTINUATIONS

Blackout...
Continuedfrom page 1
were distraught to the point of cursing.
"When the lights went out I lost my lab
report," said Reubin Davoudzadeh. "But
then I was happy because there would be no
classes the next day. Then the lights came
back on so it was like a double sh*t!"
Sophomore Danny Rosen was prepared for the power outage after receiving
a strange message on his computer telling
him that the power would go out. "I got a
message from Devin saying 'power will

go down," Rosen said. "The UPS should
kick in in 3 minutes with 10:38 next to it
in parenthesis. It was sent approximately
3 minutes before the power went out on
the MSHOME workgroup so anyone on
that work group would have gotten the
message as well."
There was a second power outage
Monday around 1 p.m. that gave hope
to some organic chemistry students that
the lab would be cancelled. As the power
came back on after about ten minutes, a
collective sigh of disappointment could
be heard.
With the lack of electricity, there was
a range of emotions that ranged from dis-
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CALL ME. WE OFFER HOME AND AUTO
DISCOUNTS THAT COULD SAVE YOU UP
TO 5% ON HOME AND 5% ON AUTO WHEN
YOU COVER BOTH WITH ALLSTATE.
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Allstate.
You're in

good hands.

William L.Goble
Exclusive Agent
Allstate Insurance Company
232-8 Belle Mead Road
East Setauket, NY 11733
Phone: (631) 246-5200
Fax: (631) 246- 9024
Email: A082545@allstate.com

0
0
Proud Home &
Auto Insurance'Sponsor

0

Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and
qualfication. Discount amount may be lower Allstate Insurance Company and Allstate
Indemnity Company; Northbook, L,© 2003 Allstate Insurance Company

tress, to a liberty to live in the moment.
Some could not help but worry and become
upset while others decided to take it as best
they could and just live up the moment.
"The lights going out made it so that we
could not do homework," Gaffey said. "We
all decided to enjoy the moment; it was a
total tension release."

next week, and with a newfound vigor,
organizers are confident that they can
get more people to donate than ever. In
order to find out more information about
the blood drives, visit www.naples.cc.sto
nybrook.edu/Pres/blooddrive.nsf, or just
search for "blood drives" from the Stony
Brook University main page.
Despite the surplus of benefits the
committee is offering students this year,
there is still one inescapable fact about
donating blood, Anane explained. "It's
Continued from page1
about saving lives," she said. "That's the
most important thing. Just knowing that
tion not too long ago.
you saved not only one, but multiple lives.
The residential blood drives resume That should be reward enough."

BLoodr 'e...

HOURS:
Every Day 10AM to 9PM
Sunday
10AM to 6PM

366-4440

FOURTH WORLD COMICS
11787
33 Route 111, Smithtown, NY
(Hillside Shopping Center)

STAR TREK * DR WHO * TOYS * STAR WARS
SCIENCE FICTION * POSTERS * T-SHIRTS

JAPANIMATION * VIDEOTAPES* MODEL KITS
MAGIC: THE GATHERING * ROLE PLAYING GAMES
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SUMMER TEACHING JOBS
Love Books ?

by teaching reading skills

Begin a new chapter this summer...

throughout Long Island.

Teach Reading

"
Gain valuable training
and hundreds of hours of
teaching experience.

for the

Institute of
Reading
Development

SDo

meaningful work

a
Share your love of
literature with students of
different age groups.
C Earn $7,500-8,000+ this
summer.

The Institute of Reading Development is a private school that teaches
reading enrichment programs for universities nationwide. We are proud
to serve the tri-state area in partnership with Fordham University. We
are seeking graduate students or graduating seniors who want to
spend the summer teaching others how to enjoy books and become
stronger readers. To teach for us, you must have confidence, personal
warmth, and an unflinching belief in the capacity of your students to
succeed. Also, because we serve families throughout the area, you must
have regular access to a car during the summer. You are welcome to
attend an open house on Thursday, February 17, from 3:00-4:00pm,
at the Career Center (in Melville Library, at the end of the Zebra Walk).
To apply, email us at teacherhiring(readingprograms.org or call us
at -(888) 964-0092.
You can also learn more on the web at:
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Born
Confused"

Stand up for
yourselves
BY JAMEs BouuAs
Statesman Editor

I never knew a time when air smelled
fresh. I wasn't alive when you could fish
off the Island and eat your catch. I can say
with safety that my children won't either.
Thank you, corrupt leadership.
141 countries signed an international
agreement, known as the Kyoto Protocol,.
to limit greenhouse gas emissions by 5%
in the next seven years. These countries
all contribute to 55% of global greenhouse
emissions, and this looks like a good step
forward to a healthier existence. Why the
glum attitude, you might ask? The United
States of America, the world's largest polluter, is not on board. Politicians try to make
up excuses, citing increased costs for companies and the possible loss of American
jobs. Do not believe them, for they lie..
The government has a responsibility to
provide us, its people, with clean air and
water. This should rank higher than corporate profit taking, but it doesn't. If the men
and women in charge were serious about the
well being of American citizens, a real plan
of action would be drawn up and set into
motion. Instead, nothing is done.
A pragmatic president and congress must
be elected in order to solve this problem.
Businesses have needs, as do citizens,
but pollution must be regulated for the
welfare of this country. The government
needs to enact strict emission laws and then
work with companies to achieve compli-

BY

SHAROBICHOWDHURY

Statesman Contributor

ance. Schwarzenegger, the Republican
governor of California, has the right idea.
"The people of California need to breathe,"
he told automakers as he advocated stronger
emission standards. He's doing what needs
to be done, and I commend him for it.
What disturbs me more than corporate
domination of American policy is the level
of apathy that the affected rise to. Roughly
half of this country voted for George W.
Bush, while the other half voted for John
F. Kerry. Neither man ran on a platform
that was consistent with true environmental
protections. By voting for men and women
who put corporate greed before your health,
you perpetuate the problem. Only 250,000
people voted for Ralph Nader, a man who
has made his life's work to protect the average American. For shame!
There can be no political discourse unless basic rights are respected. Budgets
cannot be passed with goodwill without
respecting the right of all Americans to
a clean environment and untainted food.
These rights are but a few that need to be
at the forefront of American politics.
I urge you, do not feed into the system
as it is. When the president speaks of Social
Security reform, do not humor it. When
abortion is brought up in Congress, ignore
it. There can be no legitimate political
discourse until we are guaranteed the protections that we need as a people. Please
do not waver in this. Be entirely resolute,
for there the stakes are too high to simply
give in.

I woke up one typical Saturday morning
to the legendary music of HemantaMukherjee. Next door, my brother was blasting
Kevin Little's "Turn Me On". The smell
of garam masala diffused into my room,
as I listened to my parents rustling about
in the kitchen, making last minute preparations for my family's arrival. In a matter
of minutes I was going to be bombarded
with testing questions and I knew very well
that my parents expected me to bluff being
an innocent, yet brilliant, decent Bengali
young woman, since I know I have failed
miserably to be the genuine, exceptional,
traditional Bengali girl they hoped I would
become. How I wish my parents would stop
piling unreachable expectations on me.
I realize now, at the age of 21, what
it means to be a second-generation Bengali person: a hybrid of two very different
cultures struggling to be accepted by two
very different realms. Growing up, the
essentials to being an acceptable Bengali
girl included getting straight As, being on
the Dean's List, getting high SAT scores,
being accepted into an ivy league school,
and excelling in math and science subjects.
In addition, it was imperative to be able
to sing Tagore songs properly in Bengali,
learn Bharatnyatam dance, and being able
to read, write, and especially speak in Bengali fluently and properly. If all or most of
the above were not accomplished, I would
be considered a failure and a shame to the
family, which would be buried into the
Continued on page 11
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At all Campus Dining location
S

BEVERAGES
16oz. FOUNTAIN

SODAS

OR 12oz. COFFEE TEA
OR HOT CHOCOLATE
Also, Look for HalfPricePastaSpecials
at these Campus Dining Locations:
Student Activities Center Food Court
Campus Connection @ H-Quad
Roth Food Court (Lunch
The End of the Bridge
Kelly Dining Center
The Bleacher Club
The Union Deli
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* File the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as soon as possible.
Filing and obtaining results of the FAFSA takes four to six weeks.:
* Federal regulations require students to file the FAFSA in enough time for Stony Brook to
receive an electronic copy of a valid Student Aid Report (SAR) prior to the last day of
classes for the spring semester - May 7,2005. Federal financial aid cannot be processed
after your last day of class attendance.
* The deadline to apply for New York State TAP is May 1, 2005.
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FAFSA on the Wel

*By completing the PI
parents are ablto e
3 days. Ifyoudonot
completed the FAFSA

*Complete, sign, at
received inIte m

* Complete, sign,
of Student Financi
Federal Work Study File the 2005-2006 FAFSA so that it is received and date-stamped by
the federal processor no later than March 1,2005 AND submit a Summer 2005 Federal
Work-Study Request Form to the Office of Student Financial Aid Services. Applications
received after April 1 will be considered on a funds-available basis.
2005-2006 FAFSA (preferably by the March 1 deadline) AND submit
Stafford Loans: Filhe
a Summer 2005 Federal Stafford Loan Request Form to the Office of Student Financial Aid
Services. This form must be received and processed by the Office of Student Financial Aid
Services prior to the last day of the summer session(s) for which the student is enrolled.
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The American Nur
knows how to recognize

outstanding
when it sees them.

Now you do, too.

Huntington Hospital is the first community hospital
on Long Island to receive Magnet Recognition for Nursing Excellence.
Our nurses are easy to spot. Just look for people
whose respect for their profession shows in everything they do; people who are diligent, knowledgeable and compassionate; and people who understand
that they can profoundly affect the lives of real people.
C

Those are the qualities the American Nurses Credentialing
Center of the American Nurses Association saw in our nurses
when they awarded Magnet Recognition, nursing's highest
honor, to Huntington Hospital. Most significantly, our patients
benefit from our nurses' dedication and professionalism firsthand. And to our nurses there's no greater recognition than that.

Huntington Hospital is the third member hospital of the
North Shore-Long Island Jewish Health System to receive
Magnet Recognition. Achieving Magnet status is a powerful
demonstration of our commitment to setting new standards
in healthcare.
If you're a nursing professional who is as coinmitted as we
are, we're interested in talking to you about joining our staff.
Please visit www.hunthosp.org or call 631-351-2310 to learn
about available employment opportunities.
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Setting New StandardsIn Healthcare

NORTH SHORE * LONG ISLAND JEWISH SCHNEIDER CHILDREN'S v ZUCKER HillSiDE RANKLiN * GLEN COVE * SYOSSET
PLANVIEW * SOUTHS DE * HUNTINGTON ,FOREST HILLS
" STATEN ISLAND "
HOSPICE CARE NETWORK HOME CARE NETWORK
AFFiUATONS: EASTERN LONG ISLAND PENINSUlA A,CLD.

Z-Pita: a Mediterranian delight
BY

LISA ASnS AND ZAHRA KHAN

Statesman Staff

In the quaint town of Port Jefferson, many unique shops and
cozy restaurants line the streets.
Walking up Main Street, an array
of lights displayed decoratively
about a small restaurant caught our
eye. This was our introduction to
Z-Pita, the restaurant we eventually stepped into. The restaurant
has been open for seven years.
Joey Zee, the current manager,
has been there since the beginning. Zee said the creation of the
restaurant was based on "an innovative idea-mixing Mediterranean
foods, with a strong emphasis on
fresh fish." The kitchen is run by
two head chefs simply referred to
as "Dave" and "Santo."
Upon our entrance, the hostess
immediately greeted us and seated
us promptly. The restaurant is
dimly lit, which provides a calming atmosphere to help wind down
the day. The doorways are adorned
with thick floral and crimson drapery, which help to personalize and
privatize different sections in the
restaurant. Scenic pictures which
closely resemble local landscapes
line the walls.
For a weeknight, the restaurant
was fully loaded with customers.
The restaurant hosts patrons of all
ages, from families with small
children, to couples and friends.
Zee and staff seemed to know
many of the guests, greeting
them on a first name basis, asking them about other friends and
relatives. Along with the hostess
and waiting staff, Zee constantly
made his rounds asking about the
comfort of each person and was
ever-present in the dining halls.

Each waiter was willing to fully
cater to individuals, and when our
water glasses ran low, our waiter
was not too far away with the
water pitcher. We were also asked
several times by different waiters
about how we were enjoying our
meals. Our waiter was friendly,
well-informed, and helpful in
recommending dishes.
The menu offered a wide array
of Greek dishes, as well as a few
Italian, American, and Vegetarian assortments. Z-Pita offers the
traditional Greek dishes, such as
gyros, pita wraps, falafels, and
baba ghannouj. Due to the location of the restaurant in a major
port, Z-Pita specializes in seafood.
Its most popular dish is the Chilean
Sea Bass, but the Salmon and Tuna
are also very popular. The fish can
be grilled, Cajun style, or prepared
in their special sesame sauce. The
most popular non-seafood meal
is the Grilled Chicken over Greek
salad. The restaurant has high standards in meat, with all fresh fish,
and 100 percent beef for the gyros
to prevent the gamey taste from
lamb. All food is prepared to the
taste of each individual. As well as
their fine medley of dinners, Z-Pita
hosts breakfasts on Sunday morning from 9 a.m. to noon.
The menu is reasonably
priced, with meals ranging from
about eight dollars to about 17.
Appetizers range from seven to
nine dollars. Desserts are about
five dollars. A full three-course
meal can be a bit costly, but it is
easy to avoid high costs and find
something in your price range.
As soon as we were seated
we were presented with warm,
doughy pita bread with light
creamy yogurt sauce to nibble on

THE HISTORY OF

while we decided what to order.
We started with an appetizer,
choosing stuffed mushrooms. The
mushrooms were crammed with
flavor from spinach, feta cheese,
and topped with mozzarella cheese
and special seasoning.
There was a generous portion
for about eight dollars. Although
you can get a filling meal for about
eight dollars, Z-Pita also offers a
specific dinner menu. These meals
generally range from 13 to 22 dollars. Each entree comes with rice
pilaf, assorted vegetables, and a
soup or Greek salad. We ordered
a lentil soup and the soup of the
day, which happened to be butternut squash. Soup portions were
very generous, served in medium
large bowls. The lentil soup was
packed with vegetables, providing
a thick and flavorful dish, unlike
any canned soup. The butternut
squash soup was unique in taste,
displaying a sweet rather than salty
focus. The sweet soup was thick
and creamy, with texture that provided a homemade appeal.
For the main entree, we chose
chicken souvlaki and tuna steak
prepared with sesame sauce.
Chicken souvlaki is grilled chicken
and vegetables in kebab style minus the skewer. The chicken was
grilled to perfection along with
onions and peppers, all topped
with a special seasoning giving
it a pleasantly unique taste, different from your average boring
grilled chicken. The tuna steak
was immersed in a salty sesame
sauce, giving it an almost Japanese
taste. The tuna was grilled all the
way through, but maintained all
of its natural juices. Both dishes
were filled to the ends of the plate,
providing a very filling meal.

IPIUE NUJES

After loosening our belts, we
were ready for a taste of dessert.
The dessert menu provided the
typical ice cream, sorbet, applepie, and espresso options, but as
for the Greek and Italian taste,
they offered tiramisu, frutti de
bosco, tartuffo, rice pudding, and
baklava. We ordered one serving
of baklava, a phyllo pastry layered
with walnuts and dipped in cinnamon and honey. Upon the arrival of
the dessert, the aroma of cinnamon
immediately hit our nostrils. The

dessert was extremely tasty, with
just the right amount of sugar and
substance. If you are not used to
eating foreign flavors, this exotic
dessert requires no getting used to.
We personally felt it was the best
part of the meal, although it was
a tough call.
We highly recommend Z-Pita,
although it would probably be a
better idea to go for the cheaper
main dishes. The restaurant is
located at 217 Main Street in Port
Jefferson.

Commuters!
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Z Pita, located in Port Jefferson.

Involved

Be

*

a

Leader

*

Help

e

Others

*

Meet

PeopleO

-l

You are invited to a special music
seminar/performanceby

SAM TAYLOR

0

(member, Blues Hall of Fame)

Tuesday, February 22nd
8:00 - 9:30 p.m.
Tabler Center
Performance Space
This BHM event is coordinated by the
Tabler C-ACH, Douglass Living Learning
Center for Media and WUSB 90.1 FM.

Meet-

SAFE

(Sexual

Assaul

Facts

and

Education)

Representatives

*

CHILL

from:

(Mental

Health

Educators)

*

AIDS

Peer

Educators

NOURISH (Easting Disorders Educators) * Peer Health Educators * Diversity Peer Educators

Swallow This! (Theatrical presentation on alcohol and other drugs)
Career Peer Advisors * Academic Peer Advisors * Commuter Assistant Program
Make a difference inthe lives of people on the Stony Brook Campus and beyond.
Gain knowledge, skills, and possibly internship course credit.
Brought to you by Commuter Student Services. For more information contact Brenda Walker,
Office of Commuter Services, SAC Room 222, 632-4345 or E-mail: Brenda.Walker@stonybrook.edu.
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BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK CRUISE 5
DAYS $299! Includes Meals, Celebrity Parties!
Panama City Daytona $159! Cancun, Jamaica,
Acapulco, Nassau $499! Award Winning Company!
SPRING BREAK 2005 - Travel with STS, SpringBreakTravel.com 1-800-678-6386.
America's #1 Student Tour Operator to Jamaica,
Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas and Florida. Now
hiring campus reps. Call for group discounts.
Information/Reservations
1-800-648-4849
or
STUDIO/APARTMENTS. Includes electric, water
www.ststravel.com.
and heat. In the heart of Port Jefferson Village.
SPRING BREAK 2005. Lowest Prices. Biggest Starting at $600 and $850. 1 yr. lease. By appt. only.
Parties. Earn 2 Free Trips. Exclusive with Sun "The New Heritage Inn." 631-473-2564.
Splash Tours. www.sunsplashtours.com. 1-800-426-7710.AP
I

LOW RATES

S

LOW DEPOSITS

PAYMENT PLANS

.A473-3200

CALL FOR AFREE RATE QUOTE
B.Mintz Agency 1523 Main Street* PortJefferson

E-Mail: brad@bmintz.com

WE WILL HELP YOU PAY FOR YOUR
BOOKS!!! VALET PARKING ATTENDANTS!!!
Great Pay! Hourly plus tips - potential $10 per hour!
Flexible hours. Day, night, weekdays & weekends
available. (Weekends a must). Please call Executive
Parking Service, Inc. at 631-979-9482.
DANCERS WANTED. Gentleman's club. No
experience necessary. Flexible hours. Shift pay
available. Oasis - 490 West Jericho Turnpike,
Smithtown. 631-979-1001.

PROFESSOR ON CAMPUS who has experienced
Bipolar Disorder would like to have one-on-one
HANDS ON DAD AND STAY AT HOME MOM
contact with and help students who also have this
are seeking a newborn sibling for our (adopted) son.
illness. Also starting an evening discussion group.
We offer all the love and support a child could hope
for. Please call Beth and Phil at 631-846-1514. Let's Confidentiality is assured. If interested, please
contact Dr. Jerry Pollock at 631-632-8924.
help each other.
ATTENTION FUTURE MEDICAL STUDENTS:
Kaplan is offering a free practice MCAT on 2/26 at
SBU. Call 1-800-KAPTEST or visit kaptest.com/
WAIT STAFF NEEDED for prestigious catering testdrive to register.
company with locations on both North and South
shores of Long Island. Part-time and weekend THE CARPET SPECIALIST. Installation, repairs
positions available. Experience is preferred. Please and re-stretches. Free estimates. Over 30 years excall 631-862-0100 or e-mail andy.musacchio@ perience. No job too small.
lovinoven.com.
631-736-8260.

I have been alive for 8 weeks

USG PRESENTS...
FI[[ Attcrnev
Ccnsu Itaticn

*After 18 days, you could
hear my heart beat.
* After 40 days, you could
- measure my brainwaves.
* After 45 days, I felt pain
and responded to touch.

Only 500
per page.
Come to Rm. 057
in the Student
Union Building

Please choose life for me.
Alternatives to Abortion

Free pregnancy testing, information,
counseling and assistance
Call 243-2373, 554-4144 or
1-800-550-4900

or Call
631-632-6480.
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STOY BRO
Job Opportunities in Mental Health Services

rD

Gain Valuable Work Experience Related to Your Career Goals
For SBU Undergraduate Students

Flexible schedules, part time and full time positions
working in group homes.

Every Wednesday, SAC 202

Training Provided

4:15 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.

Competitive Salary, Excellent Benefits
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Call 631-632-6460 or stop by
SAC 202 to make an appointment.
*Lawyer available only when school is in session*
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for Community Living, Inc.

202 East Main Street * Smithtown, NY 11787

(631) 361-9020, ext. 133 or fax (631) 361-7087 EOE
Visit our website at optionscl.org
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'§lorn confused:" Second -generation Bengalit.
Continuedfrom page 4
deepest cavities of my home, for any revelations of
such failures to the outside world is bound to become
the most prevalent topic of discussion among family
members and friends, which would be detrimental to
my parents' honor.
Yes - not only am Ia struggling, confused Bengali,
but I am seemingly also a "commodity". Indian parents
seem to be in fierce competition all the time when it
comes to discussing their children: who has the highest
grades? What awards did the child get? Did he/she get
any scholarships? What are they majoring in? Are they
going to medical school? Whoever has the most "respectable" and "prestigious" answers to such intrusive ques-

tions is the winner of the game. And it is my job to make
sure that my parents have something to brag about.
And my happiness? It doesn't exist. Unfortunately,
my parents, like most typical "desi" parents equate happiness with success; that is money, power, and prestige.
Satisfaction in Indian families seems to come out.of
these three elements; not in the idea that you are pursuing something you truly enjoy in a realm that would be
considered "phony" to the Indian community. Anything
outside the math and science realm is deemed practically unacceptable for the rest are not "real subjects".
Therefore, every "desi" is expected to be a doctor, an
engineer, or successful business personnel (i.e. CEO).
And if a courageous Indian decided to go into say, education, being a "highly respected professor" and nothing

less would be the only thing acceptable.
My friends often ask me, "Who's life are you living anyway? Your's or your parents?" Though I wish to
believe I live only for myself, it has become apparent
to me, that I am living my life on the pure basis of ACCEPTANCE and APPROVAL, not just for the Indian
community, but for my American counterparts as well.
In America, I must take my narrowly molded Indian
way of life and reform it to be "cool" and "slick" around
people at school. For friends, I must hide many aspects of
my Indian persona and be open to dating and interracial
relationships, hanging out at dance clubs or open bars,
and be on top of the latest news about the most recent
Hollywood movies and song releases. Half of my wardrobe consists of ghagras and salwar kameez, while the
other half consists of tight jeans, v-neck shirts, and tank
tops. It is mind-boggling to me how Indian parents are
able to accept superficial American things like enjoying
a pizza and listening to American music, but when it
comes to issues like dating, marriage, and school, Indian
rules must be strictly enforced. Moreover, while "Desi"
parents seem to pass on a sugar-coated version of Indian
culture, encouraging us to watch Indian movies, listen
to Bhangra music, and attend cultural melas, it is rare
that other important issues such as teen pregnancy, drug
abuse, domestic violence, and racial tension are ever
addressed in an Indian household. Such issues are often
ignored in the Indian community and are deemed nonexistent within the "desi" realm. If such complications
do arise, however, Indian parents are quick to close their
doors with a bolted lock in order to protect themselves
from being ostracized.
It is no wonder that second-generation Indian kids
are forced to create dual identities and lead two separate
lives in order to balance the rigid values endorsed by
the Indian community with the more fluid aspects of
American culture. Sure we have our differences. But it
doesn't mean that they are irreconcilable. Can the Indian archetype not be more dynamic and flexible? A few
years back, my Mashi (aunt) once retorted, "What kind of
Bengali person are you? You didn't learn Bengali culture
properly; nor did you learn American culture properly".
At that time, I felt heavily insulted and was ready to cry.
Now, I proudly endorse this persona, realizing that I am
a crossbreed of two very different cultures and my only
job is to make the best of two worlds.

BECOME A COMMUTER ASSISTANT!
Get invoivea * Be aLeader

HelD Others * Meet PeooIe
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For all commuters who are interested inbecoming a CA for the 2005-2006 academic year:
Choose from two information sessions. You will hear current CA's speak
about their experience and benefits they have gained through volunteering.
Details about training and expectations will be shared.
You must attend one INFO SESSION or schedule an appointment with Brenda Walker,
Wells Fellow for Commuter Student Services. See contact information below.

Tuesday, February 22
12:00-1:00 pm * SAC 222

O

Friday, February 25
2:00-3:00 pm * SAC 222

The Commuter Assistant Program iscommitted to helping new commuter students become active
members of the Stony Brook campus community. Pick up an application today in Student Activities
Suite #222 or contact Brenda Walker, at 631-632-4345 or E-mail: Brenda.Walker@stonybrook.edu
Applications may also be found online at www.studentaffairs.stonybrook.edu/commuter
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