\ i)I i tll: \ i.i lfliti

;l.

"''.l'i

2

CI)

k

* FREE Deluxe Hot Continental Breakfast
* FREE Indoor Pool & Fitness Center
* Priority Club Benefits * Jacuzzi Rooms and Family Suites Available
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Entering the Unknown Waters of SBU
BY EMY KURIAKOSE
Statesman Editor

Awaiting the loud report of the gun,
students hovered anxiously above the
duct-taped, cardboard boats that lay
before them, and looked out over the
waves, eager to traverse the murky Roth
Pond. These students brandished their oars
and crossed that infamously muddied sea
of debris last Friday in hopes of claiming
a title as Regatta Champions. With life
vests secured to their persons, they braced
life and limb for a chance to enter Stony
Brook history with their ingenuity and
boating expertise.
This year, 57 boats registered for the
regatta, including 45 yachts; the highest
number to ever compete in Roth Regatta
history. Spearheaded by the Roth Pond
Regatta Club, this annual Stony Brook
tradition was greeted with a clear and
sunny day, and came to a comfortable
ending with help and input from various
campus organizations.
"Organization [of the event] takes the
combined effort of many people," said
Nicholas Kilb, president of the Regatta
Club. "The club members plan the event
all year, including web design, artwork,
getting price quotes, purchasing supplies
for the event and advertising."
The club's efforts paid off, considering the enthusiastic and responsive faces
at the Regatta. The pond was encircled in
its entirety by the steady line of spectators

Statesman/James Caston

Mid-water collisions were common as yacht-sized boats, like this steamboat, plunged
through the shallow Roth Pond waters into other misguided, smaller vessels or
surrounding trees.
that included students, parents, children,
faculty and staff.
Newscasters were on hand at the
regatta as well, filming the races and
interviewing competitors. Larry Hoff, of
WB 11 Morning News, came far before the
racing commenced, filming boat makers
who had just woken up or had stayed up
until 6:00 a.m. building their makeshift
vessels. Later that afternoon, CNN was on
scene to capture the action, taking footage
of racers and speaking with the organizers

and winners.
In the speedster competition, which
includes one-man boats made to burn
through water, Student Affairs took the
gold with their boat, "SA Minnow IV."
The Stony Brook Volunteer Ambulance
Corps won the yacht competition with
their two-man canoe christened "Rolled to
Perfection." SBVAC also won the best of
show contest, flaunting their stealth-fighter
model entitled "Radar Schmadar.".
"A lot of time, a lot of math and a tre-
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mendous amount of support from SBVAC
went into those boats," said Hedrick Sy,
who is a paramedic and the designer of
both of SBVAC's boats. When the winners
were announced, Sy was "ecstatic that all
[his] hard work [had] paid off." "All I did
was hold up my paddles and shout out!"
he said.
The residents of James College were
not as lucky, however. "We flipped over
three times and couldn't get past the
starting line, forget the finish line," said
Samantha Earley, a member of James
College LEG. Their pint-sized yacht, engineered by senior Tuan Van Tran, took to
the shores with little more than a thin sheet
of cardboard between their bottoms and
the murky water of the pond. "Even if we
didn't do so well, all in all, it was one of
the best times I have had at Stony Brook."
After the race, students dragged their
tattered and water-soaked cardboard piles
to the dumpster nearby to discard the boats
they had worked so hard to build.
"We really spent a lot of time
building that bad boy," said sophomore
James Laurenti, one of many regatta
boat builders. "But it's the experience
that matters. I'm going to remember
the regatta, even if my boat is lying in a
dumpster."
Students who had rowed boats left
with their clothes soaked, feet dirty and
smiles wide. "I'm quite pleased with the
outcome of the event," Kilb said, "and I
expect it to get better each year."

Goblins, Wizards and Witches, Oh My!
games such as Warcraft and Battlecry,
magazines imported from Japan, comic
books, posters, fantasy art, medieval
clothes, movie t-shirts, and much more
were also on sale. In addition, there
were also autograph signings from
media guests such as Peter Jurasik, from
the TV show Babylon 5.
At the Physics lawn, there were
barbeques and events, such as jousting,
with the event name being "Kingdom
Fighters of Avalon." The Union and
Union bi-level was where people met
to play games. Lectures and readings,
One of. the ma
y}F.:in events..
of I-CON:is the Boffer Tournament, which-$
place in.takes
?the such as psychic readings, or "Medieval,
Character and Persona Development,"
were mostly held in the SAC classOuroftyadhehmin thenPhisfBuOiingCote Ttonnotumeshandtake pamsaint
rooms. In addition, there were screentheir opponents.
ings of such films as as "Dr. Who,"
BY MINA KIM AND HANA KIL
"Lord of the Rings," "Pirates of the
director of marketing for I-CON. "It's
Statesman Staff and Contributor
Caribbean" and "Finding Nemo," to
like a reunion every year, with people
name a few.
that share the same interests."
In ESS on Saturday, there was a
The I-CON convention was staffed
What do Jedi knights, sailor moon
Cosplay competition held. Cosplay is
entirely by volunteers, who were enand vampires have in common? It's
the dressing up of a person as an anime,
thusiastic about science fiction and
I-CON, "The northeast's largest conmanga, novel or movie character. The
anime. "We have about 700 to 800
vention of science and science fiction,
costume can be specially ordered or
volunteers annually, 90% being students
science fact, and fantasy." I-CON,
homemade. At the convention, it was
or alumni," said Hausman, himself a 10which stands for Island Convention,
easy to spot guests dressed as the Mario
year veteran.
is a three-day event that has been held
Brothers, Storm Troopers, various anime
The events 'were spread out all
annually at Stony Brook University
characters or even Neo and Morpheus.
over campus, in various rooms of
for the past 23 years. It is a "festival
"It's a really cool place to come
buildings. The main building was the
designed to encourage literacy, creativwith friends," said Andrea Marino, a
Sports Complex, where fans lined up
ity and interest in science and technolstaff volunteer. "This is my second year
around the block to wait for tickets. The
ogy through science fiction and related
doing this."
lower level of Sports Complex is where
genres." This year's convention took
"It's fun, and there are many people
the dealer's rooms were. There were
place from Friday, March 26 and lasted
sharing same
gathering together,
vendors and sellers with everything
until Sunday the 2 8th
interests," said Raymond Reilly, who
from Japanese magazines to holistic
"It's a lot of fun, and I always have
learned of I-CON through his high
rocks. DVD's, gothic jewelry, computer
a good time," said Brad Hausman,

school's science fiction club.
"I-CON is attended by over 6,000
people annually," said Hausman. The
event is put on by the I-CON student
group in Stony Brook. It is sponsored
by I-CON science fiction, Inc. The
two groups come together and choose
someone to run it each year." This year's
event coordinator is Lisa Soto.
Other I-CON events over the course
of the three days included an art show, an
author's panel, cabaret, charity auctions,
children's programming and chemistry
magic shows. Guests of Honor included
Connie Willis; sci-fi author, Rowena, a
sci-fi and fantasy artist, and Joseph F.
Dolan, Ph.D., who is cited as the "discoverer of binary X-ray source." Special 0
guests included illustrious figures in
science fiction such as authors David
Kyle and Barry Malzberg.
"It was definitely a wonderful experience and a pleasant surprise to me," rD
said Jean Kanne, who was a first-timer
at I-CON. "I just came with a friend,
but I ended up having a lot of fun. I'll
definitely return next year."
H
This all came with a price though.
For students, the price of admission
ranged from $22 on Friday, to $38 C
on Sunday. A three-day pass was also
available for a discount price.
CD
For more information on I-CON,
visit www.iconsf.org. Those interested CD
in volunteering for next year's event can
download a form from the site. Eight
hours of participation is required, but
volunteers can attend the convention
for free.
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Kanye West Rocks the House at SBU, Despite Dela ys
By PAUL

AKINS JR. AND CHEALYNN FEASTER

Statesman Staff and Contributor

Despite a slow start at his Stony
Brook performance, Kanye West ended
the night with the crowd on their feet,
applauding the rapper/producer's talent
and dynamic presentation. As part of
his College Dropout tour, West made an
appearance at Stony Brook May 3 in the
Sports Complex and drew a little over
2,000 students, out of a 3,300 capacity.
West was chosen for his recent
popularity on the music scene. "He's
an upcoming star and emerging artist
of the month in Maxim magazine," said
Jonathan Neman, USG vice president of
student activities.
The show, which costed roughly
$100,000, was the second major event
held and sponsored by USG this year. The
enormous success of the Dave Chapelle
show shadowed this Sunday's performance, however, as the crowds did not fill
the stadium nearly to the same capacity.
"We didn't have a long time to
promote it," said Jerry Stein, dean of
students. "The whole event went up in
about ten days."
The concert was marred with delays
at the start of the night, when students
were left waiting in the rain for an hour
because the doors opened late. Once
inside, the audience waited another hour
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Some students had the chance to dance on stage With Kanye West at the Pritchard Gym.
for the opening act by a BET Comic View
comedian. The show finally started when
another comedian from Chicago took the
stage.
Both tried with little avail to warm
up the restless crowd. When West finally
took the stage at about 10 p.m., the tired
and anxious audience rushed the stage
and jockeyed for front row positions,
some standing on chairs to get a view of
the rap star.
West, outfitted in a lime green shirt,

jeans, and a gold and diamond Roc-AFella chain, was greeted with cheers from
the audience before opening the show
with "Get'em High," a song from his
album "College Dropout."
West performed most of his hits from
this platinum selling album "College
Dropout," including "Slow Jamz" and
"The New Workout Plan." He also
performed some new songs and hits
he produced, like Twista's "Overnight
Celebrity," and songs from Jay-Z's Black

album including "Lucifer," "Encore"
and Alicia Keys' "You Don't Know My
Name" as well as "If I Don't Have You."
West's enthusiasm and passion for
music was conveyed throughout his
show. West said he tries to "reach the
most people in the least amount of time,"
rapping about what he knows as truths.
His approach to rap differs greatly from
that of other rappers, whom he says only
"rap about themselves."
When asked what inspired him to
create a song like "Jesus Walks," West
said "it was something that needed to
be said; it's the first song with Jesus and
profanity but it's not the profanity, it's the
intention."
His lyrics, he said, are crafted with
intent, thought and consideration. He
insists that each song be written out on
his album covers to ensure that listeners
understand his intentions and thoughts
well.
West ended the show with "Never
Let Me Down" and as the title suggests,
it certainly did not let the audience down.
The energy and hard work that he put to
in his performance and music succeeded
in invigorating an audience which was
lifeless after enduring the long delay.
Stony Brook was one of the last stops
on his three month "College Dropout"
tour in which he performed at college
campuses across the nation.

Guide to Medical School Admissions
BY ARMED

BELAZI

Statesman Contributor
Statesman

"Doctor, I have an earache."
2000 B.C. - "Here, eat this root."
1000 B.C. - "That root is heathen, say this prayer."
1850 A.D. - "That prayer is superstition, drink this
potion."
1940 A.D. - "That potion is snake oil, swallow this pill."
1985 A.D. - "That pill is ineffective, take this antibiotic."
2000 A.D. - "That antibiotic is artificial. Here, eat this
root!"
So you want to be a doctor. Well take heed in
knowing that about 34,785 other people in America
want the same thing, and that these 34,785 other
people are vying for approximately 16,201 seats in
medical school. This, in turn, leaves 18,585 rejected
applicants. Are we stress-free yet? Well, don't take it
too hard.
"It's really not that bad a time to be pre-med," said
James Montren, pre-professional advisor for Stony
Brook University.
Considering the statistics, it really isn't. Since
1996, there has been a 26 percent drop in applicants
and a 2 percent rise in the number of seats available in
medical school. But while your chances seem to have
improved over the last eight years, like any other statistical inferences, these numbers are subject to causal
uncertainty. In other words, "... it's like how the stock

market fluctuates depending on who wins the super
bowl," Montren said.
The size of New York's applicant pool is second
only to California's. In 2003, we had 2,636 New York

House

Open

Wednesday

September

8

6.00

Union

State resident applications, with 950 in-state and 414
out-of-state matriculations. That's an impressive 52
percent acceptance rate. Well, impressive of course,
unless you're the one out every two people who won't
get into med-school this year. Moreover, the slim 30
percent chance at an out-of-state acceptance can be
problematic for those who intend to leave New York.
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Welcome Back from USG
Dear Students of Stony Brook University,
I would like to welcome everyone back for the fall
2004 semester. My name is Jared Wong, and I am the
new President of Stony Brook's Undergraduate Student
Government. This year promises to be a fulfilling time
for all new and returning students.
This letter is the first of a biweekly series that USG
will be sending out to all undergraduate students this
year. It is our effort to keep the students of this campus
as informed as possible about how their student activity
fee is being spent, and their government is performing.
Many former students are aware that this organization
has had a checkered history. It is my hope, and the hope
of every new member of the USG Executive Council
that this period will remain exactly that, history. The
students of Stony Brook University need to feel that
their government is there to help and not hinder them.
It must provide easy access to the student activity fee,
and an open ear to those who feel they are not being
represented properly. The government exists to serve
the students, not vice-versa.
The new year brings with it mixed news. First, it
must be known that USG finished the prior year in a
slight financial crisis. Members of the new Executive
Council inherited a quarter million dollar deficit
from the prior year. Options for solving this problem
included raising the student activity fee and/or cutting
club funding. The Executive Council decided that

neither was acceptable. Considering the upcoming raise
in SUNY tuition, and the already high costs students
face each year, it was decided that this money would
come from a limited surplus budget account which
existed from previous years. While this is not an ideal
solution, it does enable us to use the coming year to
properly balance our budget.
Second, USG is proud to announce that it has begun
creating a new one-stop-shop for clubs. This office is
being designed as a single location where clubs can
inquire about all matters concerning their status. All
of our time in college is valuable. It cannot be spent
walking the halls of the SAC unsure of where to drop
off and pick up countless forms. The one-stop-shop
will ensure club issues are addressed swiftly while at
the same time allowing the government to keep accurate
and complete records of student activity money.
It is my hope that this will be the beginning of an
open relationship between USG and the students of
Stony Brook. I look forward to bringing you new announcements in the coming weeks. Until then, please
feel free to drop by our offices on the second floor of
the SAC. Our staff would be glad to help in whatever
way possible.
Sincerely,
Jared Wong,
President, USG

Rumors of Draft Worry Public;
Administration Denies Myth
BY EMY KURIAKOSE
Statesman Editor
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There's a five letter word that is putting the nation's
college students on edge. The government has denied.
rumors, websites have countered their complacence
with speculation about post-election decisions, and the
American people are left to watch, eyebrows raised in
expectation.
Draft. This word inspired the first generation of
Stony Brook students to take to the streets, some
burning federal orders, others organizing protests and
making plans for an exodus to Canada. This word also
sent thousands of young men and women to a tropical
Communist haven, in what came to be known as one
of America's gravest mistakes, Vietnam. And finally,
this word was put to rest in July 1973 in place of a
voluntary system of recruitment. So why the recent
uneasiness nibbling at the minds of politicians, mothers
and students?
There are now 140,000 troops in Iraq, much more
than the Pentagon had originally planned to deploy.
This number represents 90 percent of our Army's active
duty combat divisions. It is the first time since the

Persian Gulf War that our army has been stretched to
this capacity. The U.S. cannot afford to bring any of its
soldiers home. In fact, it commissioned more than 6,000
soldiers who had already finished their tour of duty to
return to service to fill its shortage.
On the one month anniversary of the independent
free Republic of Iraq, stories from the battlefield have
curiously disappeared from front-page news. Once
power was handed over to a new Iraqi government,
America's presence in Iraq seemed tQ be just that of
any another country in which we routinely station our
troops. But where's the "Welcome Home?" Why are
more National Guard reservists still being deployed?
"We're taxing our part-time soldiers, our Guard and
Reserves nearly to the breaking point," said Rep. Ike
Skelton of Missouri, top Democrat on the House Armed
Services Committee to the Associated Press.
The presidential candidates' stance on providing additional support to the troops will play a major role in the
outcome of the election. Republicans concede that there
is a shortage, but insist that measures taken to temporar
Continued on Page 8
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Area college student dating self
THINGS ARE REALLY STARTING TO HEAT UP

V
V
V
Eric Peterson, top, has one of many romantic dinners with himselfat theirfavorite restaurant.

By LISA CHENEY

decision on my part, but it's been really
Local college student Eric Peterson nice for us to spend more time together."
recently announced that he's entered a Peterson was apparently unaware of Free
committed relationship-with 'himself. Checking from Washington Mutual. It's an
account with no monthly fees
Peterson vehemently denied
the option to add Deluxe
rumors that the two were
"We've never services like free online bill
dating other people. "We're
pay. And he could have gotten
eenhappier
totallycommittedtoeachother
Free Checking just by visiting
We've never been happier."
When asked what prompted the campus a Washington Mutual Financial Center,
heartthrob to take himself off the market, then signed up for online bill pay at
he chalked it up in large part to his current wamu.com. "Dang," said Peterson, "if I
financial situation, claiming that monthly had known about Free Checking Deluxe,
fees from his checking account were my current dating situation would be
making it too expensive for him to date different. I probably wouldn't have settled
around. "It was partly a cost-effective down with someone so soon."
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Draft Rumors Abound, Youth of America Worry
Continuedfrom Page 6

ily remedy the problem are serving as
solid patches. Still, the Defense Department has been under pressure for the lack
of adequate military supplies, including
armor and medical kits, which have been
spread thinly over Afghanistan and Iraq.
Morale among the soldiers is also
dangerously low, and skepticism about
the administration's reasons for fighting
has created concern for future recruitment efforts back at home. Since the war
began, 23 U.S. servicemen committed
suicide in Iraq and Kuwait. Fifty-two
percent of the soldiers surveyed by
a medical health team reported low
morale, and 72 percent reported low unit
morale.
Despite all these factors pressuring
the administration to provide more aid
and personnel for its deployed servicemen and women, Pentagon officials
maintain that our dreaded five-letter
word is still sitting in its cobwebs among
the annals of U.S. history. Ostensibly,
students will not have to worry about a
draft anytime soon.
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Military officials also argue that a
draft is not a practical solution because
the training involved in readying the
more than one million young draftees
would overwhelm our nation's training
facilities, officers, and already-strapped
equipment supplies.
So what will the Presidency do
next year, when the population isn't
protected by an election? "Temporary

blanket promise of freedom comes with
responsibilities as well. We are responsible, first and foremost, for our soldiers,
who are now overworked and struggling
to make ends meet without ample reinforcements. Secondly, we are responsible
for our self proclaimed role as freedom
fighters for oppressed peoples across the
world.
The Bush administration, which took

Let's just hope that eye rollers everywhere can
take a minute to really look at the facts, to put
down their pint of Haagen Daz, to turn off
reality TV for half an hour, and to VOTE.
solutions," Mr. Bush, are just exactly
that: temporary. International pressure
is also mounting on the U.S. to aid and
protect the war-torn refugees in Darfur,
Sudan, where rape is a commonly used
weapon of suppression. We like to flaunt
our humanitarian ideals of democracy
and freedom when we occupy countries
and overthrow governments, but such a

on these responsibilities when it declared
war on Iraq, needs to carry its promises to
the end. Officials scurrying to patch holes
in the army won't be able to keep up their
fleeting efforts. A desperate situation may
lead to a desperate call to duty.
Presidential runners Sen. Kerry and
President Bush have a tough road ahead,
as the public is still waiting to hear a solid

plan for the situation in Iraq. The hint of
hope comes in Sen. Kerry's plans, which
include a re-vamping of U.S. foreign
policy altogether. He wants to add 40,000
troops (voluntary) to U.S. homeland
security measures, which, over the past
year, seems to have taken second place
to the War in Iraq. He understands that
the Bush administration has unwittingly
severed ties with key allies across the
world, and has single handedly mustered
new levels of international distrust and
contempt for America.
Sen. Kerry's experience in Vietnam,
a war that he protested after returning
from duty with several honors, has given
him the wisdom and foresight to institute
sensible laws and effective solutions for
the ditch that we have dug for ourselves.
In short, he will be the last of the candidates to even consider a draft.
Our country is edging upon a very
dangerous and delicate course, one which
is already shadowed with poor decisions,
a pressured army and an unsafe home
front. A draft would not only aggravate
the situation, it would turn America's
only true supporters, her citizens, away
from her.
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War and Journalism: Christiane Amanp( )ur
Interviews at SBU
BY MANSOOR KHAN

Statesman Editor

Treading through the war-torn paths of Iraq is not
uncommon for Christiane Amanpour, Stony Brook's
most recent celebrity appearance. Amanpour is the
Chief International Correspondent for the global
news network, CNN, and some call her the preeminent authority on international war news. In a recent
campus interview with Bill Zimmerman, a former
CNN newscaster who is the husband of Dini DiskinZimmerman, television producer for the Television Division of Javits Educational Technologies,
Amanpour revealed her life story and her motivations as a journalist.
Amanpour, who graduated summa cum laude
from the University of Rhode Island, is known for
her coverage of wars and their human and political
fallout. She has reported on some of the world's
most controversial and critical conflicts, including
the fall of Milosevic, the mass genocide in Rwanda
and most recently, the War on Terrorism in Afghanistan and Iraq.
But through it all,
she said, Amanpour
remembers
her
motireasons and
from our ongoing series
'Origins of a superhero'...
vation for being a
journalist. "I feel an
enormous responsi\o used to
bility to try and use
=omeworIeat
the power of media
and the power of
CNN to make a dife
ference," she said..
ead some
"Ten years ago, we
failed in Rwanda."
=.,lef ohis
Amanpour believes
that ethnic massacre
tof
the Tutsis could
have been prevented
aces'
e ,Ijeve
and
adequate
o 9by
tesct

Sote

efficient journalism, and causes
such as these are the reasons
why she pursues her career as a
reporter.
Despite
her
desire
to
discover and report the truth,
however, Amanpour must always
remember her role as a parent
she said. At home, she "turns
herself off' as a war correspon
dent, but out in the trenches, she
must consider her four-year-old
son at home. "They want to kill
us, they want to keep us quiet,"
Amanpour said. "I have to try
to report, while trying to stay
alive." Covering news in a wartorn environment is extremely
hazardous to an individual's
health, she said, and while years
ago she may have leapt into
dangerous situations without
thinking twice about her own
safety, she must now worry about
what her son "would do without
a mother."
Amanpour's own upbringing contributed significantly to
who she is today. The daughter
of an Iranian father and a
British Catholic mother, she
grew up in Iran, and along the
way developed a sympathetic
tolerance
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ethnic
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Christiane Amanpour the Senior International Correspondent for CNN and is
During the 1979 Islamic Revoluconsidered the preeminent authority on war news.
tion in Iran, Amanpour found her
world turned upside down, she
said. With the conflict and tension o f the revolution
tioning the premise," she said, "that WMD is an
surrounding her, Amanpour decide d that she had
imminent threat...a threat imminent enough to
found her calling in life, to report news on "these
warrant a war."
kinds of situations."
In the post Sept. 11 world, Amanpour explained,
While initially rejected by a num ber of different
"Journalists were shocked to the core...and, like the
news stati ons, Amanpour
rest of the country, followed their Commander-infound her place at
Chief. But journalists must question." That questioning just was not there, she said, and we now see
CNN 21 years ago. She
worked hier way through
the results. Amanpour once called Fox News "foot
the ranks to find herself
soldiers for the Bush Administration," to which they
where sIhe is now, and
labeled her a "spokeswoman for Al Qaeda."
on the way discovered
Some people, when they meet the campus Chabad Rabbi"That is the precise childish response,"
they get all nervous. It's like suddenly, they start to feel super
a sharp discontent with
Amanpour said. President Bush's Sept. 11 speech
self-conscious, or something. Others start to get feelings of
the state of journalism.
to the country boasted the assertion, "Either you're
Jewish guilt. As Jews, we all know that feeling of Jewish guilt.
In a tin ne when news
with us or with the terrorists." That kind of response
It's that feeling you get when you don't fast on Yom Kippur. Or
when you eat a ham sandwich. Even though one might do it
stations were concerned
had a subconscious effect on politics and journalism
anyway, and perhaps even enjoy it- there is always that
more
N
with
business
in the United States, Amanpour said, and it seriously
unconscious lingering feeling of guilt, an unconscious feeling
and finiancial profit,
impeded efforts at reporting accurate and unbiased
of having done something wrong. Well, when some people
meet the campus Chabad Rabbi, that must be how they are
Ted
T urner
started
information.
feeling because they're clearly nervous. Some people are
Cable
Jews
N
Network,
Amanpour rejects the notion of "Gotcha!" joureven unconsciously afraid to look the Rabbi in the eye. To tell
a stationn designed to
nalism. She deplores the idea of reporting the news
you the truth, it all makes for quite a comical introduction. But
really, there is nothing to worry about. Rabbis don't bite. The
report ne ws in the effort
just to reveal what is "under the bed sheets." Instead,
beard is just a bunch of facial hair and the hat came with the
service,
of
public
rather
she firmly believes in reporting the news in order to
outfit. Now, there are a lot of extra-curriculars to be involved in
than monetary gain,
make an effort at awareness and forward attempts
this coming semester, but the best are the Jewish extra-curriculars. Not that the others aren't fun. They are. But tell me,
accordin g to Amanpour.
at change. "I believe that governments need to be
what can be better
Even
today,
the
held accountable because they are doing things like
than hanging out with
distance
from
public
killing people," she said.
the campus Chabad
Rabbi, getting over
service
is far too
Amanpour will soon be leaving for Darfur, Sudan
your initial nervous-common
among
to cover what some have already begun to call a govness, meeting new
many n new networks,
ernment-sponsored genocide. Millions of Africans,
friends and telling
Jewish jokes all night?
Amanpofur said.
In
forced to move, have reportedly been injured, with
To understand this, a
the war in Iraq, for
the death count up to 30,000. It is the journalist's duty
picture is worth 1000
example,
"the
American
to report as a public service, Amanpour said, and that
words
lo
Press did not do a
is exactly what she has set out to do in Sudan. "I am
rigorous job of quesemotionally and physically prepared."
-

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER PARTIES

Every Friday Night at 8:30 @the Chabad House
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Free MCAT Practice Test
Saturday, September 18

-

SUNY Stony Brook

Free MCAT Strategy Session
Thursday, September 23 -

SUNY Stony Brook

Space is limited. Call now to reserve your spot.

800-2Review

I PrincetonReview.com

*MCAT is a registered trademark of the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC).
The Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University.

/The
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You don't have to be a teacher to get great rates!
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Join Us!
Teachers Federal Credit Union, Stony Brook's on-campus banking services partner,
offers a complete range of financial services to Stony Brook students, faculty, staff and
their families. Join now and become a member of Long Island's largest credit union.
And, with an account at TFCU, your campus card can be an ATM/Check card.
Open your account on campus today. It's easy for parents to make deposits throughout
the year to student accounts via direct deposit or wire transfers.

0

Stop by and open your account today!
Call 631-698-7000 or visit www.teachersfcu.org
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CHOICE: The Truth About Cocaine
BY

JEN SHOEMAKER

Statesman Contributor

Question
Recently, I snorted cocaine a couple of times. I
really enjoyed its effects and after the high I am perfectly fine. I'll get high and then be back to normal.
Why is there such a bad hype about cocaine when I
am not experiencing any negative effects?

Answer
While you may be experiencing a pleasant, very
short-term high, your body is experiencing a dramatic
increase in heart rate, blood pressure and possibly
drastic nervous sweats. The drug is actually inducing
the body's STRESS RESPONSE in a big way. As

with many drugs, the initial effects can be
perceived as positive, but this is indicative
of an impending mad situation. You've experienced the good news, but you should
be preparing for the bad. By the time you
recognize the negative effects, you may
be hooked.
Even before encountering long-term
effects of the drug, you do open yourself
up to fatal reactions associated with even
small dosages of cocaine. Cocaine can be
highly addictive, and regular cocaine users
often have trouble stopping. After longterm use of the drug, there can be serious
consequences. The body can eventually
burn itself out due to insomnia, malnutrition and weight loss.

-

A number of health problems
have been associated with longterm use of cocaine, including heart
attacks, strokes and overdose. You
may not even be aware when you
are at high risk for overdosing, as
you become a regular user. A simple
change in environment where you
normally use cocaine can increase
your risk of overdose. In new environments, your body does not
have the normal environmental
cues to ready itself for cocaine
administration, so overdoses occur
at what appear to be usual dosages.
Cocaine use has also been associated

with altering the neural pathways of the brain associated
with mood, learning, and sleep patterns.
Occasional users like you can still experience
dependency symptoms such as anxiety, tension and
insomnia. These dependency symptoms can worsen
with increased use of cocaine. It is important to evaluate
the consequences of cocaine use before getting involved
with it. Its early harmful effects can sometimes go unnoticed and give rise to more dangerous problems associated with long-term cocaine use. For more information
on stimulants like cocaine, contact the CHOICE/CHILL
center at 632-6689. You can also contact the Substance
Abuse Counselor on campus at 632-6450 or the University Counseling Center (on the 2nd floor of the Student
Health Center) at 632-6720. Services provided by the
Substance Abuse Counselor and the University Counseling Center are free and confidential.

Isn't it time you joined
a synagogue?

Do it for the children.
*Educate your children about their proud heritage
4)

*Participate inspecial programs and holiday celebrations
*Make a meaningful connection with your Jewish Community

E

2-

E
0w

We are a traditional, egalitarian
Conservative synagogue.
We welcome all levels of observance.
2 DAYAward-winning Hebrew School Program!
Preschool registrationongoing!

NORTH SHORE JEWISH CENTER

0

385 Old Town Roads Port Jefferson Station*928-3737
www.NorthShoreJewishCenter.org
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Distinguished Service Professor

Distinguished Teaching Professor

Students and faculty are invited to submit nominations of faculty members
to be considered for promotion to the rank of Distinguished Service
Professor. Nominees must have achieved a distinguished reputation for
service not only to Stony Brook but also beyond the campus to SUNY, the
community, the State of New York, or the nation through sustained effort in
the application of intellectual skills to issues of public concern.
FIRST, Nomination Forms must be received by September 23, 2004.
SECOND, Nomination Packets must be received by November 18, 2004.
Nomination Package should consist of ten (10) copies of each:
One-page letter supporting the nomination; an up-to-date and detailed vita;
letters of support from individuals within the University and outside the
University; and the names and addresses of other individuals who would be
able to supply additional information about the nominee's qualifications,
major achievements, and contributions that deserve recognition.
Please send the nomination forms and packets to: Selection Committee,
Distinguished Service Professorships, 407 Administration Building, ZIP: 1401.

Students and faculty are invited to submit nominations of faculty for promotion to the rank of Distinguished Teaching Professor. Stony Brook's Selection
Committee requires that candidates for this honor be prior recipients of the
Chancellor's/President's Award for Excellence inTeaching and be involved in
developing and promoting excellence in didactic methods and principles in
their disciplines on the national or regional level. Successful nominees will
also have a record of extensive interaction with students beyond the
traditional classroom setting. FIRST, Nomination Forms must be received by
September 23, 2004. SECOND, Nomination Packets must be received by
November 18, 2004. Nomination Package should consist of ten (10) copies of
each: One-page letter supporting the nomination; up-to-date and detailed vita;
letters of support from individuals within the University; and the names and
addresses of other individuals who would be able to supply additional
information about the nominee's qualifications, major achievements, and
contributions that deserve recognition. Please send the nomination forms
and packets to: Selection Committee, Distinguished Teaching Professorships,
407 Administration Building, ZIP: 1401.

Excellence inLibrarianship

Excellence inFaculty Service

Students, faculty, and staff are invited to submit nominations of professional
librarians to be considered for the Chancellor's/President's award for Excellence
in Librarianship. Nominees must have an outstanding record of skill in librarianship, service to the University, and of commitment to scholarship and professional development. These three areas must be addressed in the letters of
recommendation. Nominations must be submitted no later than Thursday,
November 18, 2004. Nomination Package should consist of ten (10) copies
of each: one-page letter supporting the nomination, an up-to-date and detailed
vita, and letters of support from individuals within the University.
Please send the nomination forms and packets to: Selection Committee,
Excellence in Librarianship, 407 Administration Building, ZIP: 1401.

Excellence inProfessional Service
Students, faculty, and staff are invited to submit nominations of professional
personnel to be considered for the Chancellor's/President's award for
Excellence in Professional Service. Nominees must be non-teaching
professional personnel who have demonstrated excellence in fulfilling their
job responsibilities while also demonstrating capabilities and accomplishments
in areas of leadership, innovation, and problem solving. Nominations must be
submitted no later than Thursday, November 18, 2004. Nomination Package
should consist of ten (10) copies of each: One-page letter supporting the
nomination, an up-to-date and detailed vita, and letters of support from
individuals within the University. Statements should address the nominee's
most outstanding qualifications and specific achievements. Please send the,
nomination forms and packets to: Selection Committee, Excellence in
Professional Service, 407 Administration Building, ZIP: 1401.

Excellence inTeaching
Students, faculty, and staff are invited to submit nominations of faculty who
have taught full-time for three years at Stony Brook to be considered for the
Chancellor's/President's award for Excellence in Teaching. Nominees must
have a record of outstanding skill inteaching, demonstrating flexible
instructional policy and a mastery of avariety of teaching techniques.
Candidates must also show evidence of scholarship, accessibility to students
outside of class, and demonstrate an ability to help students attain academic
excellence. Nominations must be submitted no later than Thursday, November
18, 2004. Nomination Package should consist of ten (10) copies of each:
Information and materials that display the qualities and criteria noted above.
Please send the nomination forms and packets to: Selection Committee,
Excellence in Teaching, 407 Administration Building, ZIP: 1401.

Students, faculty, and staff are invited to submit nominations. To be
considered for the Chancellor's/President's Award for Excellence in Faculty
Service, nominees must be faculty members who have taught full-time at
least three years at Stony Brook prior to the year of nomination. Nominees
must demonstrate consistently superior service and also initiative and
creativity in exceeding these standards. Eligible service contributions may
occur in a variety of venues including service to: the campus; the State
University; the local community or contributions at the regional, state-wide,
national, or international levels; the discipline or disciplinary and professional
organizations and societies; or to leadership in local or system-wide faculty
governance. There must be positive evidence of outstanding achievement
and skill in providing leadership outreach, or other University and/or
community service or extraordinary service and leadership in the
nominee's professional organization. Nominations must be submitted no
later than Thursday, November 18, 2004. Nomination Package should consist
of ten (10) copies and a nomination form. Please send the nomination forms
and packets to: Selection Committee, Excellence in Faculty Service,
407 Administration Building, ZIP: 1401.

Excellence inScholarshio
and Creative Activities
Students, faculty, and staff are invited to submit nominations of faculty
members who have taught full-time, are tenured or tenured track, and
have completed at least three years of full-time service at Stony Brook,
to be considered for the Chancellor's/President's Award for Excellence in
Scholarship and Creative Activities. Nominees must have a record of
research publications in peer-reviewed journals, research monographs,
or research-oriented texts; show evidence of participation in national/
international conferences, presentation of papers published in conference
proceedings or digests, patents awarded, grants secured, and citation of
work by individuals or groups other than the nominee's collaborators; OR
show evidence of excellence in any other type of creative or scholarly
activity appropriate for the specific unit or discipline, such as exhibitions,
shows, performances, productions, and stage work; evidence of critical
reviews, grants, inclusion of works in permanent collections, retrospectives,
and other forms of external recognition and acclaim. Nominations must be
submitted no later than Thursday, November 18, 2004. Nomination Package
should consist of ten (10) copies and a nomination form. Please send the
nomination forms and packets to: Selection Committee, Excellence in
Scholarship and Creative Activities, 407 Administration Building, ZIP: 1401.
s
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2000 DODGE DURANGO. Excellent condition.
Grey. 43,000 miles. $16,000 firm. Leave message.

631-666-8107.
HANCOCK,

A VERY RELIABLE, FUN LOVING BABY-

NEW

YORK,

CATSKILL

MOUNTAINS. Five acres of wooded, level and
surveyed property. Property taxes $300 per year.
Build, camp, hunt and fish. Great views of the
Delaware River. 631-666-8107.

SITTER needed in my home. For 2 young
children, ages 3 & 5. Hours are every Thursday
1-8 pm. Experience with young children a
must. College student desired. $8/hr. Call

631-334-4060.
DATA DEVICE CORPORATION, located in
Bohemia has an internship opportunity for a student.
at the Sophomore/Junior level pursuing a degree in
Human Resources or a related field. This position
will assist in diversified clerical duties and special
projects. The candidate should have good computer
skills and be available Monday through Friday 1:005:00. Please call Colleen at 631-567-5600 x7456 for
additional information.

THE

CARPET
SPECIALIST.
Installation, repairs and re-stretches. Free estimates.
Over 30 years experience. No job too small.
631-736-8260.
PROFESSOR ON CAMPUS who has experienced
Bipolar Disorder would like to have one-on-one.
contact with and help students who also have this
illness. Also starting an evening discussion group.
Confidentiality is assured. If interested, please
contact Dr. Jerry Pollock at 631-632-8924.

RECEPTIONIST - JEFFERSON ANIMAL
HOSPITAL. Receptionist needed for veterinary
hospital in Port Jefferson Station. Exciting, fast-paced
environment. Position requires ability to use office
software, answer phones, schedule appointments and
greet clients as well as tasks associated with intake and
release of animals. Salary is dependent on ability and
experience. If interested please contact Dr. Jeff Rose at
631-472-0415 or via fax at 631-331-2532.

SPRING BREAK 2005. HIRING REPS!!
FREE MEALS!! Nov. 6th Deadline! Free trips
for

GROOVY LOCAL VITAMIN SHOP needs sales

groups.

Hottest

destinations

Donna at 1-800-681-7099 ext. 103.
ASST. for Real Estate

www.ststravel.com

at 631-473-4666.
PT/FT EDITORIAL ASSISTANT opportunities.
Your Hauppauge Science Publisher. Call 631-2317269.

Only 500 per
page. Come to
Rm. 057 in the
Student Union

HARLEY DAVIDSON SOFTAIL 1999. Low
miles. Many extras. Mint condition. $12,000.

631-567-2035.

STUDIO/APARTMENTS. Includes electric,
water and heat. In the heart of Port Jefferson
Village. Starting at $600 and $850. 1 year lease.
By appt. only. "The New Heritage Inn."

631-473-2564.
ISLIP TERRACE 1 bedroom basement apt.,
private entrance, EIK, includes electric, cable &
heat. Own thermostat, great condition. Security
required. $800. 631-277-0373.

FOR RENT: Beautiful home in Nissequogue, L.I.,
known as the most beautiful community in the tristate area. 14 minutes from P-lot. Beautiful 5,200 sq.
ft. mini-mansion. Large above ground, well lit,
designer apartment. 1,000 sq. ft. gym with 40 ft. ceilings. Full scale laundry room. Next door to 200 acre
preserve surrounded by water. $1800 neg. Includes
all utilities. Peaceful estate setting surrounded by
thoroughbred horse farms. Cooled with central air.
Preferably looking for faculty or grad student and
spouse. Contact Dr. Darby at 631-584-8768.

I have been alive for 8 weeks
*After 18 days, you could
hear my heart beat.
* After 40 days, you could
measure my brainwaves.
* After 45 days, I felt pain
and responded to touch.

Please choose life for me.
Alternatives to Abortion
Free pregnancy testing, information,
counseling and assistance

Call 243-2373, 554-4144 or

1-800-550-4900

Job Opportunities in Mental Health Services

BANKING OPPORTUNITIES

Gain Valuable Work Experience Related to Your Career Goals

* PT,& FT PLATFORM ASSISTANTS *
Experience in Financial Products & Services

Flexible schedules, part time and full time positions
working in group homes.
H

parties.

SPRING BREAK 2005 Travel with STS,
America's #1 Student Tour Operator to Jamaica,
Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas and Florida. Now
hiring on-campus reps. Call for group discounts.
Information/Reservations
1-800-648-4849
or

office. Must be comfortable with Microsoft Word
(Publisher a Plus), Internet Explorer & e-mail
functions. Organized, multi-tasker, energetic &
friendly. Fax resume to 631-473-4777 or call Eileen

cd

and

www.sunsplashtours.com. 1-800-426-7710.

people to staff both retail and mail order dept. Call

SECRETARY/ADMIN.

I SAW U. Cutie at Washington Mutual. T-shirt, jeans,
opening a Free Checking account. Obviously smart.
Wanna buy me a coffee with some of the cash you
save from not paying monthly fees? Same place next
Tuesday? FDIC insured.

Training Provided
Competitive Salary, Excellent Benefits

PT & FT TELLERS
Good member service skills.
Computer, cash handling experience.
Teller experience a plus!
Bilingual helpful in all positions!
Various branch locations in Suffolk County.
TEACHERS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

I

for Community Living,
202 East Main Street

*

Inc.
Smithtown, NY 11787

(631) 361-9020, ext. 133 or fax (631) 361-7087 EOE

Visit our website at optionscl.org

2410 North Ocean Avenue * P.O. Box 9029
Farmingville, NY 11738-9029
Call: (631) 698-7000 ext. 3683 * Fax: (631) 698-7994
E-mail: elised@teachersfcu.org
EOE. MI/FIDN/ Drug-Free Environment

SBU College Bowl Team Heads to Nationals
BY

MICHAEL NEVRADAKIS
Statesman Editor'

Tackling questions from topics as varied as hockey
and zoology, the Stony Brook College Bowl team won
its regional tournament, and will take part in the national
tournament, to be held in Montgomery, Alabama between
April 23 and 25. This will be the first time a team from
a New York City or Long Island-based University will
attend the national tournament, in the 51-year history of
the competition.
The College Bowl is a trivia tournament held at over
500 college and university campuses nationwide, in which
teams of four students are pitted against each other in a
timed competition. According to the tournament website,
the College Bowl is dubbed "the varsity sport of the
mind," and has been held annually since 1953.
To reach the national tournament, the team comprised
of seniors Adam Zimmerman, Lauren Welicky and Richard
Atkinson, and sophomore Jonathan Reinstein, first participated in the campus-wide tournament held last November.
As the top four highest scoring players in the tournament,
they qualified for the regional, where they finished first,
ahead of Rutgers University-Newark, Monmouth University, and the New Jersey Institute of Technology. Overall,
64 teams participated in regional tournaments nationwide
and only 16 teams qualified for the national competition.
Three of the four members-Zimmerman, Atkinson
and Reinstein, were also members of last year's SBU
college bowl team, which finished fourth in the regionals.
Zimmerman attributed last year's experience as a major
factor in this year's success.
"We had more confidence as a team this year," said
Zimmerman. "We knew going in that we had a good shot
to win this and that confidence translated itself."
Reinstein cited the diverse academic backgrounds of

wIDE'

17

the team members as another reason for their
success.
"The best way to describe our team is
balanced," said Reinstein. "We cover so
many areas, we major in different fields. All
the different kinds of questions they ask, we
can at least provide an educated guess for."
Zimmerman is a history major, Atkinson
is majoring in music, Reinstein is a major
in anthropology, and Welicky is a biology
major.
Right now, the team is concentrating on
preparations for the national tournament,
while the team's advisor, Assistant Director
for Student Activities Maria Terrana, is
handling preparations to send the team to
Montgomery.
"We meet as a group, we read old
questions from past tournaments, we read After Stony Brook's first-place finish in the College Bowl regionals, the
into each other and get a sense of what university te :am will compete at the nationals in Alabama this April.
each of our strengths are and what our team
identity is," said Reinstein. The team is currently practic- on campus, which holds mock competitions throughout
ing twice a week, for one to two hours each time, and will the year.
continue each week leading up to the tournament.
"It's something that we started this year, and we're
"We've also been practicing once a week since hoping, especially with Jonathan, who's a sophomore, that
January," said Atkinson.
the club takes off," said Zimmerman. "We want this tourAccording to Terrana, "our department [Student Union nament to grow on campus, so that the more people [who]
& Activities] is working on funding the team." Also, the get involved, the better Stony Brook will do."
team is looking to other campus organizations, such as the
The team his enjoyed its run thus far, and is confident
Commuter Students Association and the Honors College that its success will continue in Montgomery.
for additional funding and support.
"I think we have a great group of people, it's a lot of
"We're thankful for all the campus support and all the fun, and it's really been a great experience," Reinstein
different campus organizations that are helping us acquire said.
funds and other types of support that we need to get to
"It's our first time going to nationals, but we expect
Montgomery," said Welicky.
to do very well," said Zimmerman. "We're proud to
The four finalists also founded the College Bowl club represent this campus."
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e4HOT POCKETS®

Available at
Waldbaums, Pathmark,

Brand Stuffed Sandwiches

LEAN POCKETS®
Brand Stuffed Sandwiches
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King Kullen, ShopRite
and other fine stores in your area

CROISSANT POCKETS®

(in the freezer section)

Brand Stuffed Sandwiches

0

Try our new HOT POCKETS® brand Fruit Pastries
All trademarks are owned by Soci6t6 des Produits Nestle S.A., Vevey, Switzerland
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Science: Super Mice Makes Men Obsolete

BY PETER SUNwoo
Statesman Editor

7

Stuart: Momma, why do I have beady red
eyes and a long pink tail?
Mom: Well son, there are just some things your,
father can't do.
Stuart: Like what momma? I thought daddy was like
superman?
Mom: Your daddy is far from super, you little runt. In
fact, he wears kryptonite underwear and he's as sterile as
a Donkey. Your realfather is Ralphy the Mouse. Happy
now?!
Stuart: Dad?
Such a circumstance may seem inconceivable, but not
so my friends, not so. According to researchers from University of Pennsylvania, it may be possible to grow human
sperm using mice. In 2002, the same researchers successfully produced goat and pig sperm from mice. This was
the first time in history that sperm had been produced
outside the original animal. Mice have also been used to
produce monkey sperm using tissue transplanted from the
testes of an immature rhesus macaques monkey.
How do they do it? Elementary, my dear Watson,
elementary.

Feel

that

you

are

a

potential

Heir

Step 1: Castrate the mice.
Step 2: Graft fragments of testicular tissue from a
newborn human.
Step 3: Transplant fragments into the backs of
mice that have deficient immune systems, so that
the foreign tissue is less likely to be rejected.
Scientists found that the inserted testicular
tissue causes a mouse brain to secrete higher levels of
hormones that control sperm production. These secretions cause the tissue itself to grow rapidly as well. The
testis grafts take approximately seven months to produce
viable sperm. The research team found that more than
60 percent of the grafts of from goats, monkeys and pigs
produced mature, fully functional sperm.
As unorthodox and bizarre as it may seem, this
new discovery has great potential of creating incredible
changes in the world. The Pennsylvania group is now
trying to adapt the procedure to produce sperm of endangered big cats that rarely survive to reproductive age in
captivity.
The U.S. scientists involved say their work might one
day help to conserve animals that are facing extinction.
"The main benefits we see are that this approach provides
a system to study and manipulate primate spermatogenesis, thereby minimizing the need for experimentation in
primates," Dobrinski said.
Sounds sweet and dandy for animals going to extinc-_
tion, but is there any practical use for us humans? Yes.
The ability to produce virtually unlimited amounts of
sperm using this technique could conceivably be used
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to help human couples struggling with male fertility
problems, allowing them to conceive children carrying
their own genes. Prepubescent boys undergoing treatment
for cancer that will render them sterile could also benefit,
Dobrinski suggests.
This can be done by removing
immature testis tissue prior to treatment and transplanting it onto mice for sperm production. Theoretically, this
would not only allow the prepubescent boy the experience of fatherhood, it would also mean the boy could be a
father at any age! Now that's Weird Science!
But let's analyze the flipside. What else does this
mean for human beings? Theoretically, in a crazy matrixlike artificial universe, all men could be rendered fruitless,
literally. If evil feminist scientists decide to steal-the testis
of a healthy, intelligent little boy and graft them to a
mouse, producing virtually limitless amounts of sperm,
us men would be out of a job. Sometimes, I regret being
the weird scientist.

The Competitive Reality of Pre-Medicine Pursuits
Continuedfrom Page 5
But with every pitfall, there's a silver lining; a
ying to every yang if you will. In 2003, Stony Brook
Medical School had a class consisting of 98 percent
in-state residents while New York University Medical
School, the most popular choice for New York State
applicants (8,197), only had 35.4 percent in-state matriculates. Residents applying to state schools have a
better chance in public universities, as these institutions
receive extra funding for each in-state matriculate. This
is where students need to be wise about the pros and
cons of state and private school applications.
Students have also expanded their scope of medical
professions during recent years, marking a clear
increase in the number of pre-med students applying
to osteopathic schools. Currently there are about 20 osteopathic programs in the country. These tracks require
students to invest a rigorous 200 extra hours of anatomy
with a concentration
osteo-manipulative medicine.
"If you want to be a physician...to practice medicine,
to heal people...there are two ways to do it: as a M.D.
or as a DO," Montren said. "To a substantial degree, the
biggest and most conspicuous difference between the
two is the two letters after your last name."
Additionally, you will also see students applying
to medical schools abroad. The specialized programs
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offered by international schools often become a
student's main impetus for applying out. For example,
the Cambridge School of Medicine offers an educational program that caters to students who wish to practice
medicine in developing countries.
Despite the myriad of options placed before premeds, gaining acceptance to a medical school can still
be a difficult, competitive, and sometimes fruitless task.
"I don't know what I would do with myself if I couldn't
get into med-school," said William Fick, a Stony
Brook pre-med student. "That's all I want right now. I
couldn't bear the thought of not getting in. It scares the
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look at grades, MCAT scores, demographics,
community service, clinical and research experience,
recommendations, personal statements, any outstanding or mitigating factors, understanding of the contemporary issues that affect the healthcare field, and finally,
the dreaded interview.
"We thoroughly look at the entire application," said
Dr. Jack Fuhrer, associate dean for Admissions at Stony
Brook Medical School.
Most committees use a point-based system to rank
prospective students before making their cuts. jhough
it is a cut-throat and highly competitive ordeal, it isn't

Despite the myriad of options placed before premeds, gaining acceptance to a medical school can
still be a difficult, competitive, and sometimes
fruitless task
hell out of me."
Most pre-med undergraduates overlook, however,
that the average age of first-year medical students is 2527. "Not being accepted your first time around isn't the
worst thing in the world-it may actually be a blessing
in disguise," said Fares Bdier, a 29-year old medical
student who was accepted at 28 after finding his "true
calling" in Kenya while working for a humanitarian
mission there.
Still, since there are nearly 2.1 times more applicants then there are seats, admissions committees are
resolute and decisive about their acceptance standards.
Typically, you will see a matriculate with a 3.70 nonscience GPA, a 3.55 science GPA, and a MCAT score
of 30. However, if you aren't that perfect numbers
applicant, the buck doesn't stop there.
"[Admissions committees] want to know where
the grades are from...and if there is other interesting
or weird stuff, they will sometimes ignore or discount
the importance of MCAT scores or grades," said Dr.
Peter Williams, vice dean of Academic Affairs at Stony
Brook Medical School.
When choosing applicants, committee members

final. Being waitlisted or rejected from a medical
school is not the end of the world; many schools have
a rolling admissions policy. In this process, a school
chooses its first batch ofmatriculates, averaging around
75 seats per school, and leaves room to fill the seats that
these students do not accept. As most pre-med students
apply to about 15-20 schools, acceptances are constantly withdrawn and confirmed, and the final class must
be selected based on a ranking system of waitlisted
students. This process usually starts around Oct. 1 and
runs through the beginning of the fall semester.
So, how are Stony Brook undergraduates at getting
into medical schools? Apparently, we are pretty hot
applicants. Last year, over 90 percent of the 225 applicants from Stony Brook exceeded the national GPA and
MCAT average for matriculating medical students. We
also had a 50 percent acceptance rate to medical school,
which also met the national average.
What should you do if you are a Stony Brook premed student who is freaking out about medical school?
Simple. Take a deep breath and relax. Life is not so
dismally futile. Study hard, get involved in things you
like, and have a life. Do what you love, and you will
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Seawolves Bi
Sweeps Doub
BY JOHN NOBLE
Statesman staff

The Stony Brook Seawolves
defeated Hartford in both ends
of a double-header Saturday
afternoon at University Field.
u
The eawlvesstrck ot a
combined 25 batters in both
games, winning the first game
6-3, and the second 9-1. The
two wins put Stony Brook at
19-19 overall, and 5-6 in the
America East. Hartford fell to
9-24, 3-8.
Kevin Fitzgerald had
a strong performance on
the mound in the opener,
spreading eight hits through
six innings of work. He gave
up one earned run, and struck
out eight,5- improving his
record to5- with the win.
Fitzgerald recorded seven

drovei

proceec
Brooko
whenk
whe
giving
hsscTeSaovssrc
advantl
Nc
reif
relef

wouldg
wolthe
oestiv
neith
nnh
steof
t
this
pickedc
pce
pevnheeno
comple
T.

