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SB to Launch Wine, Food, and Culture Center
Stony Brook University recently
celebrated the launch of its Center for
Wine, Food and Culture, which will
offer educational courses, workshops
and seminars. The Center is the first of
its kind among universities in New York
State. Courses for both the general public
and those in the industry will be offered
at Stony Brook Manhattan beginning in
fall 2004.
Stony Brook inaugurated the Center
with a special event at its Stony Brook
Manhattan location at 401 Park Avenue
South, at 28th Street. The event included
a wine tasting, hosted by noted wine
expert Kevin Zraly, and foods prepared
by celebrity chefs including Waldy
Malouf of the BeaconRestaurant.
"This Center will be a true partnership between the university, the wine
industry and the larger community," said
Stony Brook President Shirley Strum
Kenny. "The production of wine is one
of New York State's fastest growing
industries, with nearly 200 wineries
now in existence. Located in one of the
state's major wine producing regions,
Stony Brook has a national reputation
as a top research university, and it makes

because of its academic and research
programs, its connections to the business
community, and its location amid one of
the state's four major wine producing
regions.
New York State is the third highest
in the country in total grape acreage
and wine production. There are 990
vineyards in the state covering 31,400
acres. The annual harvest of 175,000
tons is worth approximately $40 million.
There are four major wine regions in the
state: Long Island, Hudson River Valley,
Lake Erie and Finger Lakes region.
As the state's number one public

research institution, Stony Brook University will draw upon its expertise
in the sciences, biology, ecology and
environmental studies, as well as its
business, marketing and entrepreneurial
enterprises to develop and implement
a comprehensive
interdisciplinary
approach to the Center's educational
programs. For example, courses on sustainable agriculture of New York State
could draw on the expertise of faculty
from the ecology and biology departments, while experts from the business
.......
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perfect sense for us to launch this new
initiative."

Indeed, Stony Brook University is
uniquely positioned to become critically
important for developing this Center

Courtesy of www.witchmount.com

Stony Brook University held a wine tasting event with foods prepared by celebrity chefs
to celebrate the launch of its Center for Wine, Food and Culture.

SBUesearcheronored by
Stony Brook University Professor
Patricia C. Wright, Ph.D., one of the
world's foremost anthropologists, will
receive the Officier de l'Ordre National
de Madagascar-the highest honor
that can be bestowed on a civilian by
the government of Madagascar-in a
ceremony to be held June 7. Dr. Wright,
who is renowned for her conservation
efforts, is being honored for her service
to Madagascar in establishing Ranomafana National Park, where the medal
ceremony will be held, and assisting it
become a World Heritage Site.
The medal will be presented by Marc
Ravalomanana, President of Madagascar, and the ceremony will coincide with
the dedication of the new International
Training Center for the Study of Biodiversity (also known as Centre Valbio), an
international research and training center
in the park that will be managed by a
consortium of 15 universities, including

Stony Brook. Centre Valbio will conduct
research focusing on ecology, forestry,
tropical studies, and related topics in
biodiversity in Ranomafana, as well as
train Malagasy people in these fields.
"I'm grateful for the recognition
of the Madagascar government," Dr.
Wright said. "But I'm equally grateful
that the vision we had almost 15 years
ago is now being realized-a place
where we can do research that will
benefit the Malagasy people and add to
the body of knowledge for scientists all
over the world."
In 1989, Dr. Wright was awarded
the Chevalier d'Ordre National-the
National Medal of Honor of Madagascar-for her work. At the ceremony on
June 7, the Chevalier will be presented
to Benjamin Andriamihaja, who is the
national coordinator for Stony Brook's
effort in establishing Centre Valbio.
Dr. Wright, a Professor in Stony

adascar

Brook's Department of Anthropology, is
a former MacArthur Fellow (1989) and
the Executive Director for the Institute
for the Conservation of Tropical Environments, which is based at the University.
For nearly 20 years, she has conducted
leading research in Madagascar, where
in 1986 she and her colleagues discovered a new species of lemur, the golden
bamboo lemur (Hapalemur aureus).
That discovery led to Dr. Wright's
effort to establish Ranomafana National
Park in 1991, a 125,000-acre preserve
and the site of an integrated conservation and development center which is
focused on the protection and conservation of local flora and fauna as well
as rural development, education, and
the promotion of health services in and
around the park.
Dr. Wright's work has also resulted
Continued on Page 5

SB Mourns
Loss of Prof
By EMY

KURIAKOSE
Statesman Editor

A sudden heart attack claimed the
life of Stony Brook University Mechanical Engineering professor Stewart
Harris, Ph.D., while he jogged in
Central Park on May 22. He was 67.
"Stewart Harris was an extraordinary teacher and individual," said SBU
President Shirley Strum Kenny. "He
loved Stony Brook, and Stony Brook
loved him."
Dr. Harris had been a member of
the Stony Brook faculty since 1966,
and was chair of the Department of
Mechanical Engineering from 1978 to
1984. He also served as Dean of the
College of Engineering and Applied
Sciences from 1981 to 1992, and held
visiting appointments at the University
of Surrey, Princeton University, and
the Imperial College. He received his
Bachelor of Sciences degree from the
Case Institute of Technology, and his
M.S. and Ph.D. from Northwestern,
completing his studies in 1965.
"Stu was a great educator who
always went out of his way to help his
colleagues, department and college,"
said Yacov Shamash, Dean of the
College of Engineering and Applied
Sciences, and successor to Dr. Harris.
"With his great wealth of knowledge
and administrative expertise, I very
much depended on him for counsel. It
is a great loss for the College and the
University. I will sorely miss him."
"My husband was a very witty
man," said his wife, Helen Harris. "A
few years ago, they honored him at the
Continued on Page 5
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American Beheaded in Iraq
AnAmerican contractor, Johnson,
beheaded last week after being
held as a hostage in Saudi Arabia by
terrorists. Johnson worked for Lockheed
Martin, America's top defense company.
:.,.:Saudi
forces are said to have killed at
least one of the men responsible, delivering a blow to Al-Qaeda's administrative
power.
The world is shocked at this bloody
incident, though it is not the first beheading of a Westerner in Iraq since the war began.
An American was beheaded earlier in the year while trying to return home after a
business trip to the country.
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Bush Defiant of 9/11 Panel
Despite the 9/11 Connmmission's conclusion that is no link between 9/11 and
Iraq, the Bush administration insists that
there indeed is.
When asked by an interviewer if
the administration knows something
that the panel does not, Vice President
Dick Cheney responded by saying,
"Probably."
There Iraq-9/11 link has been a
|major selling point for the war in Iraq, tying it in with the war against terrorism. The
panel's findings stand to hurt Bush politically. The election for the American presidency is to be held this coming November.

EU Consitution Deal Signed Elephant Buries Its Victims
After a rocky start, the first deal concerning the European Union's constitution. The 25 member-states have been at
odds over the sharing of power between
the countries.
France, at the inception of the EU,
wanted to hold the capitol. The other
nations objected, in favor of a more
neutral location, the current place being
".
Brussells.
In a recent election, anti-EU candidates were elected in great numbers to the
European Parliament, something seen as a great blow to the EU's legitimacy.
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An elephant, after trampling a mother
and her two year old daughter to death,
buried them in a grave of leaves and
twigs. The event occurred in northern
Kenya to the surprise of many.
Elephants are -known for burying
their own kind, but it is highly rare that
they would bury a human.
There are stories of hunters being
buried by elephants while sleeping.
"On occasion, the hunters themselves were buried whilst taking a cat-nap," said
Kenya's Save the Elephants campaign group.
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Kerry Proposes Raising Minimum Wage
BY

MICHAEL FINNEGAN
Los Angeles Times

Sen. John F. Kerry called Friday for raising the
federal minimum wage to $7 an hour, saying the move
would help millions of Americans, particularly women,
"break out of poverty."
Kerry, winding up a week focused almost entirely
on his appeal to the middle class, contrasted his wage
proposal with the tax cuts that President Bush has made
a centerpiece of his re-election effort. Speaking to nearly
100 guests at a labor union forum in this Washington,
D.C., suburb, he said Bush "put wealth ahead of work"
with tax cuts skewed to rich Americans who don't need
them.
"The wealthy folks are the ones who walked away
with the biggest grab-bag for nothing, while the people
who are trying to work hard are doing worse," Kerry
said. "They've put something-for-nothing aheadof
responsibility."
The Massachusetts senator has long advocated a
higher minimum wage, a Democratic Party staple. But
on Friday, he announced that one of his first acts as
president would be to push to raise it from $5.15 to $7.00
an hour by 2007.
The federal minimum wage would rise at the rate of
inflation after that, Kerry spokesman David Wade said.
A dozen states have already enacted higher minimum
wages, including California, where it is $6.75 an hour.
The last rise in the federal minimum wage was in 1997,
when it went from $4.75 to $5.15 an hour.
At the labor forum in Alexandria, Kerry lamented
the decline of living standards for the poorest working
Americans. Adjusted for inflation, the minimum wage
has sunk to its lowest level since 1949, he said.
"Don't you-think .. that if a president could go out
and fight for four years to provide over a trillion dollars
in tax cuts to the wealthiest people in America, we can
fight for a few months to raise the minimum wage for the
poorest people in America?" he asked.
Bush campaign spokesman Steve Schmidt said

Presidential Candidate John Kerry now proposes to raise the minimum wage gradually to seven dollars, a move, he
says, will affect women the most.

the president was "willing to consider any reasonable
proposal that phases in an increase over an extended
period of time -- provided it would not place unreasonable costs on small businesses or other job creators."
Business and labor groups were predictably split on
the merits of Kerry's plan.
Increasing the minimum wage to $7 "is the equivalent of a pink slip for the small business men and women
who are leading the way in America's job creation and
economic growth," said Dan Danner, senior vice
president for the National Federation of Independent
Business, which represents small business.
He said it would reduce employment for those with
the least skills and do little to spark economic growth.
Bruce Raynor, president of the garment workers
union, UNITE (Union of Needletrades, Industrial

and Textile Employees), called Kerry's proposal for a
minimum wage increase "a great step forward and a
stark contrast to Bush."
Kerry's announcement concluded the first of
two weeks of campaign events designed to cast the
Democrat as more attentive than Bush to the struggles
of working families.
Later, at a "Women for Kerry" fund-raising lunch
in Washington, D.C., Kerry told 2,500 donors and
guests that his proposal would help women "break out
of poverty, have health care, take care of children and
access adequate child care."
He invoked the women's suffrage movement,
mentioned that his mother was a Girl Scouts leader for
50 years and pledged to protect abortion rights through
appointments to the U.S. Supreme Court.

Students Denounce Critics of Their Muslim Garb
BY

DANIEL YI
Los Angeles Times

A University of California, Irvine,
Muslim student group on Friday
denounced critics who accused the
group of planning to show support for
terrorists by wearing Islamic stoles
during Saturday's commencement
ceremony.
"I think it is ridiculous that
something so minimal has been made
into a national issue," Osman Umarji,
president of the Muslim Student Union,
said during a news conference at the
Irvine campus.
The student group and the university came under the media spotlight
earlier this week when Fox News TV
host Bill O'Reilly said on his program
that UCI Muslim students would wear
stoles -- strips of cloth worn over their
robes -- "apparently signifying their

support for the terrorist group Hamas
and for suicide bombers in general."
The stoles bear white Arabic
lettering that reads "There is no God
but Allah, and Muhammad is his
messenger" and "God, increase my
knowledge," the Muslim students say.

Hamas militants are often seen in
wearing green headbands and similar
stoles, critics of the Muslim student
group say.
"To suggest there is only (a
religious) meaning is disingenuous
at best," said Kevin S. O'Grady, an
associate regional director with the
Anti-Defamation League, who was
watching the news conference.
But Umarji and other Muslim
leaders say that to equate their religious
faith with support for radical groups is

not only unfair, it is dangerous.
"We fear what might happen next,"
said Umarji, who was wearing a stole.
"Will I be a target because of my beard?
Or will a woman wearing a scarf?"
The junior will not be part of Saturday's graduation ceremonies, but he
said about 15 students are expected to
wear the stoles.
"It is a symbol of unity" among
Muslim students, said Umarji, 22. "Bill
O'Reilly doesn't state the facts. He
makes up lies as he goes along."

University officials have said
they will respect the students First
Amendment Rights and allow the
students to wear the bands.
They pointed out Muslim students
wore the stoles at graduation ceremonies last year at UC Irvine, UCLA and
UC Berkeley last year Without any
incidents.
But the controversy demonstrates
the level of distrust at the UCI campus
that Muslim, Jewish and pro-Israel
students feel toward one another. Last
month, a campus display put up by the
Society of Arab Students was burned
down. It had depicted the controversial
wall Israel is building to keep suicide
bombers out of the country.
Merav Ceren, president of Anteaters
for Israel, which uses UC Irvine's
mascot as part of its name, said Friday
that a holocaust memorial on campus
had been similarly destroyed.
"You worry about your safety
after a while," said Ceren, who spoke
to reporters after the Muslim Student
Union news conference.
She was surrounded by Muslim
students who watched her and shook
their heads.
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Waxing Nostalgic: The Dying Cry
of a Knicks Fan in Michigan
BY AAZAZ HAQ
Statesman Contributor

I am a long-time Knicks fan who was transplanted
very close to Detroit in 1998. I have been known to not
give up my sports loyalties easily. I fell in love with
the Knicks in 1994, when Ewing shaked and baked his
team all the way to game seven of the finals against
Houston. Ever since then, I have experienced the ups
and downs of every Knicks season as if I were a part
of the team. I remember crying when Ewing decided
to lay it up instead of dunking it against the Pacers,
and when Reggie Miller shot
those two three pointers in a
span of five seconds to make
that unbelievable comeback. I}
remember the good moments too
from Larry Johnson's four-point
play to Houston's runner
that danced on the rim
before it dropped in to
finish off the Heat. I
remember it all like it
happened yesterday.
:
Despite my commitment to the Knicks,
it is getting harder and
harder for my heart to be in
New York while I am in Michigan. This difficulty
is mostly due to the current corporate ownership
of the Knicks, who have chewed up my heart, which
I entrusted to them so naively, to an unrecognizable
form over the past half decade. When I look over to
my beloved team at Madison Square Garden, I see the
highest-paid bunch of scrubs and stiffs ever assembled
on a basketball court. I see a team that barely makes
the playoffs in the woeful Eastern Conference and then
promptly gets swept in the first round. I see no draft
picks, no salary cap room, and minimal young potential.
I see a team destined for mediocrity for a long, long
time. I see worthless players like Shandon Anderson
and Penny Hardaway eating up all salary cap space for
the foreseeable future. I see a mess created by stunning
front-office incompetence and corporate greed.
Meanwhile, livin in Michigan,
n
I have many opportunities to see the Pistons play. Let me tell you - this
is what a basketball team should be like. If the Knicks

The

Statesman

are an example of exactly how a sports team should not
be run, the Pistons are an example of how it should be.
Their every move in the past few years, from getting
rid of Grant Hill for Ben Wallace and Chucky Atkins to
trading Otis Thorpe to the Grizzlies for their draft pick,
has been pure gold. Joe Dumars is on one end of the
spectrum of skill as far as general mangers go. His Bad
Boy counterpart, Isiah Thomas, and Thomas's nightmarish predecessor, Scott Bin Layden, are on the other.
Due largely to brilliant management, the current
assemblage of Pistons players is very hard to not like.
These guys play the kind of gritty, defensefocused basketball that made me fall
in love with the Knicks back in
'94. Ben Wallace's rebounding prowess reminds me
of Charles Oakley's gritty
Corliss
play.
Williamson
reminds me of
Anthony Mason,
the cuddly undersized pitbull power
forward who's always
scrapping in the post.
Chauncy Billups is just like
John
Starks, a former nobody who
suddenly found a spot on a team where
he not only fits, but thrives. And just like that
old Knicks team of 94, this current Pistons team has
character, something very likable about the unit as a
whole. The current Knicks squad has less character than
a corporate logo.
I took a certain pleasure in watching the Pistons'
championship drive this season. I have never really
been a Pistons fan, but I am certainly a fan of this group
of players. And you know what? Maybe that is what
fandom is really about. It doesn't really make too much
sense to mindlessly root for a umiform, especially if it
is a uniform which has been deprived of all meaning
by a gluttonous corporate owner. So, until James Dolan
and Cablevision sell this team or start thinking about
building for more than two years in the future, chalk me
off the list of people who consider themselves Knicks
fans. I am now just a fan of good basketball - something
that the current assemblage of Knicks players would
know nothing about.
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Wine and Dine at SBU
Continuedfrom Page1

department could advise on courses on
wine marketing and entrepreneurship.
Stony Brook University is instrumental in helping new businesses succeed,
particularly through its Long Island
High Technology Incubator, a nonprofit
business incubator for start-up businesses. Stony Brook also plays a large
role in The Strategic Partnership for Industrial Resurgence (SPIR), which was
established by New York State to utilize
the extensive engineering resources.
of the SUNY system. SPIR provides
technically advanced multidisciplinary
assistance on a fast turn around basis to
help New York companies improve their
market share, retain existing employees
and create new jobs.
Stony Brook University has a $2.5
billion economic impact on the local,
regional and state economies through
its research enterprise, hospital and
healthcare operations, job creation and
collaborations with private industry.
Stony Brook University is a nationally
prominent research university with an
enrollment of over 22,000 students.
Stony Brook University is a member
of the prestigious Association of
American Universities, representing the
top 62 research institutions in higher
education.

The

Its new Center for Wine, Food and
Culture will begin offering non-credit
workshops, courses, wine tastings and
other special events at Stony Brook
Manhattan in Fall 2004 geared to
both the general public and the wine
industry.
Proposed courses for the general
public will include a Wine Appreciation Course, Building a Wine Cellar in
a New York Closet, Wine and Literature
and Food and Wine Writing. Proposed
courses that will be of special interest to
those already in the wine and food industries include a Regulations and Interstate
Commerce Compliance Workshop, a
Wine Marketing Seminar and Designing
a Wine List
"This is a very exciting development, and we look forward to a long
and productive partnership with Stony
Brook University," said Jim Trezise,
President of the New York Wine and
Grape Foundation. "As the wine
industry continues to grow, we will
need more people who have sound
education and training to fulfill the
wineries ever expanding demand for
professional, qualified employees."

THIS ARTICLE IS COURTESY OF STONY
BROOK UNIVERSITY MEDIA RELATIONS.

SBU Mourns Loss of Prof
Continued from Page 1

University for being there 35 years and
when he spoke, he made it sound like
an Academy Award acceptance speech.
He said, 'I'd like to thank my producers,
Seymour and Goldie.' Those were his
parents. Then he said, 'And I'd like to
thank my director, Helen."'
Dr. Harris was scheduled to teach

a popular course titled "Pollution and
Human Health" this upcoming fall
semester. No replacement has been
announced yet.
Dr. Harris is survived by his
wife and his two children, Laura and
Charles. A funeral service was held for
Dr. Harris in Dix Hills, and interment
followed at Mount Ararat Cemetery in
Lindenhurst.

most importantperson in her life could be you.

Imagine the feeling. Reaching out to someone's heart. Becoming the
person they depend on to learn, to develop and grow. It's a feeling
you get every day at DDI. As a leading innovator in the education
and habilitation of developmentally disabled children and adults, we
have challenging positions available for career-minded people who
are ready to make a difference in someone's life.

New & Improved Salary Scale!
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Assistant Teachers * Direct Care Counselors * Speech Therapist
Certified Special Education Teachers * Registered Nurses
Day Program Counselors * Carpenters/Handymen
We offer excellent benefits for F/T and P/T positions including medical,
dental, tuition reimbursement and more, with a competitive salary.
For more information on these full and part time opportunities
available throughout Suffolk County, please contact Jean Austin.

Phone: 631-366-2955
Fax: 631-366-2966
Email resume: jobs@ddiinfo.org
Apply online: www.ddiinfo.org
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LIVE ACOUSTIC OR KEYBOARD
ACTS WANTED. Call for auditions. Full
Moon Cafe, Stony Brook. 631-689-5999.
RENTALS & SALES. Soundview Realty.
Local Community members. 25 years
experience. Mr. Andrew: 631-689-1875.

PIZZA CHEF, COOK, COUNTER.
Experience necessary. Good working conditions. Full Moon Cafe, Stony Brook.
631-689-5999.

STUDIO
APARTMENTS.
Furnished,
includes electric, water and heat. Walking
distance to Port Jefferson Village. Starting
at $600. By appointment only. "The New
Heritage Inn." 631-473-2564.

BARTENDERS,
WAITSTAFF
AND
BARBACKS. Experienced only. Apply in
person. Full Moon Cafe. 1095 Route 25A,
Stony Brook, after 3pm.

EXTRAS, MOVIES & T.V., MODELS,
all types/ages, plus size, petites, bodybuilders, M/F. No experience, no fee. Immediate.
I.M.T. 516-799-8085.

HARLEY DAVIDSON SOFTAIL 1999.
Low miles. Many extras. Mint condition.
$12,000. Great graduation gift. 631-5672035.

WORK IN THE MUSIC INDUSTRY.
Navarre Entertainment Media is seeking a
creative, enthusiastic, self-motivated person
to be a College Music Marketing Representative. You must be currently enrolled in
college full or part-time, with at least one year
of school remaining. Perks include: flexible
hours (8-10 per week), exposure to cool new
music, free concert tickets to our priority
artists, and the opportunity to earn college
credit. Please contact Anna-Marie at 800728-4000 or aganje@navarre.com

HANCOCK, NEW YORK, CATSKILL
MOUNTAINS. Five acres of wooded, level
and surveyed property. Property taxes $300
per year. Build, camp, hunt and fish. Great
views of the Delaware River. 631-666-8107.

ISLIP TERRACE 1 bedroom basement apt.,
private entrance, EIK, includes electric, cable
& heat. Own thermostat, great condition.
Security required. $800. 631-277-0373.

PROFESSOR ON CAMPUS who has experienced Bipolar Disorder would like to have
one-on-one contact with and help students
who also have this illness. Also starting an
evening discussion group. Confidentiality is
assured. If interested, please contact Dr. Jerry
Pollock at 631-632-8924.
THE CARPET SPECIALIST. Installation, repairs and re-stretches. Free estimates.
Over 30 years experience. No job too small.
631-736-8260.

1996 SATURN SL/4D, PW/PD, 70K, tiptop condition, driven by Grandma. $3800.
Call 631-828-8536.
2000 DODGE DURANGO. Excellent
condition. Grey. 43,000 miles. $16,000 firm.
Leave message. 631-666-8107.

FAX SERVICE. Only 500 per page. Come to
Room 057 in the Student Union Building

the stony brook
statesman
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Writers Needed! For mrore
information, call 632-6479 or
email us at statesmn@ic.sunysb.edu
HOURS:
Every Day O10AM to 9PM
Sunday
10AM to 6PM
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Super Size Me: One Too Many Big Macs
BY PETER SUNWOO
Statesman Editor

"I like big butts and I cannot lie."
This is great for the rapper that came
up with the famous lyric because
Americans are getting bigger and bigger
everyday. There is a serious epidemic
going on in our own soil, and few of
us actually acknowledge its existence.
That epidemic is obesity. That's right.
Obesity is hitting us fast and hard
throughout the U.S. and even becoming
global. The correlation? Fast food. The
faster that huge global power houses like
McDonalds spread across the world, the
faster we get off those treadmills and
into those booths. We find ourselves
walking to the nearest fast food place,
and if your lazy as me, using the drivethru. Once you're hooked, those golden
arches draw you in, lighting up the night
sky. It's a diabolical strategy; the same
on that casinos use to lure those brokenhomed bankrupt gambling addicts.
Gambling addiction is a type of psychological disorder. Can fast food be an
addiction? Sure! In fact, two addicted
teenagers recently sued McDonalds
for making them obese. The court
dismissed the multi-million dollar case,
simply because they had no proof..
Morgan Spurlock, director of the
hilarious and often terrifying documentary, Super Size Me, sets out to find this
proof. He takes a scientific approach to

Director Morgan Spurlock gorges his face with greasy fat-filled golden McDonald's
french fries for his scientific study on the effects of fast food on the American
population. As strange as the study sounds, the results of his experiment are out of this

his experimentation with McDonalds
food using himself as a guinea pig. His
hypothesis: fast food is making our
population obese in alarming rates. His
methods and materials: to take in a diet
of nothing but McDonalds fast food for
a month. His prediction: gain lots of fat.

His frightening results: 25 pounds, 27%
in cholesterol, and 7%increase in body
fat. Oh, and did I mention that his liver
ended up looking as bad as or worse than
that of a chronic alcoholic?
He had a few rules he followed religiously during his quest. He couldn't,

supersize a meal unless the cashier
asked, he had to eat every item on
the menu at least once, and he had
to eat breakfast, lunch and dinner at
McDonalds every day. He even went
as far as using a step counter to get an
approximate daily amount of physical
movement comparable to the average
American. During this ludicrous experimentation, he frequently visited
various physicians to see his "progress,"
and progress is what he got. A bit too
much to his surprise, focused mostly on
his stomach. Physicians also infonned
him of some long term damage that he
may have done to his body and will have
to pay for in the future. Hopefully, he
makes enough money off the movie to
make the process worthwhile.
The irony of it all is that good old
Uncle Sam passed a law that protects
food industries from being sued for
causing obesity a little before the
opening of the film. Also, McDonalds
responded by promoting their "Go
Active Meal" that even comes with a
step counter.
The film is extremely informative,
funny, and most importantly, convincing. It's been a month since I've stepped
foot in a fast food place, and I don't plan
to ever go back. Go see the movie if
you're fat like me. I personally feel that
I've gained more than I spent. Besides,
I'd rather give my money to Spurlock
than the big red scary clown.

Saved! Breathes New Life into Teen Comedy
BY MANSOOR KHAN
Statesman Editor

There's a dark twist to this teen
comedy starring Mandy Moore. A
parody on the over-the-top religious
fervor that exists at some obscure
Christian high schools, Saved! is a
hilarious break from the humdrum
I-love-you-and-you-love-me-too-solet's-go-party type of teen movies
that are so prevalent in Hollywood
today. While retaining the exaggerating humor that is a staple of all teen
comedies, it portrays a message that is
hard to come by in funny, entertaining
movies.
Saved! tells the story of Mary,
(ironically, or not-so, named for the
virgin mother herself), a student at a
Christian High School, who has sex
with her boyfriend after he confesses
to her that he is gay. She does this in
an attempt to 'save to his soul'. The
only result of this action is that she
winds up pregnant. As she tries to hide
her secret, she finds herself becoming
friends with the school's outcasts, who
are the only ones who are able to accept
her without passing judgment. Eventually of course, her secret comes out and
Mary is forced to make up her mind
about what she believes in.
Mandy Moore plays the Christian
snob of the school who likes to lord it
over everyone around her. She uses her
beliefs to bolster her.feeling of superi-

ority over everyone who doesn't match
up to her own high standards. Mooredoes an excellent job in the role, getting
some of the films most wickedly funny
moments. She has a memorable scene
at the gun range where she is a part of
a Christian Gun Club whose motto is
"An eye for an eye."
The film is full of even more subtle
and not-so-subtle satire. Some of it is
funny, some tasteless, and some just
entertaining. Macauley Culkin plays a
wheelchair-bound atheist, the brother
of Moore's character, Hilary Faye
(who is always addressed by her full
name), that falls in love with a new
Jewish student, and quite a rebellious
one at that. Sound familiar? Too bad
she doesn't have a goatee.
It is inevitable that many Christians
will be offended by this film's reflection of contemporary Christian culture.
In fact, the protest has already begun.
Those viewers should look again,
carefully, at what is being ridiculed
here. It's not Jesus who gets the short
end of the stick, it's the Pharisees.
Those that subscribe to this illinformed protest don't realize they're
behaving predictably, just like the selfproclaimed saints of the film. Christians should not miss out on this opportunity to see what kind of impression
some of them may be giving to those
outside the church. Saved! is a satire,
and satires are designed to take flaws
and blow them out of proportion, in

order to offer a goodhumored critique It
makes the critique
more
believable
than an out-and-out
criticism.
Not that all this
doesn't make for a
funny movie. The
likable cast and a.
witty script keep
things entertaming
and well paced. It
is also filled with a
great set of supporting characters. Pastor:
Skip, the principal of
the school plays the
hip minister, who
tries to 'get down'
with the students and:
show them that Jdsus
is 'the man', but who
turns out to be having
an affair with Mary's
mom. Eva Amurri is
also quite effective
as Cassandra, the
rebellious lone Jew
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Culkin plays the not-so-Christian brother of Moore's super

attending the school, Christian character, Hilary Faye.
whose mere presence irritates Hilary
worth the nine bucks admission pric e.
Faye.
Whether you're into the let's-go-party
Saved! is a very good movie. The
teen movie or the more intelligent
politics and complexity add to the
approach, you'll enjoy everything
entertainment value, while still giving
Saved! has to offer.
the movie a certain depth. Although
I give it three out of five stars.
it's
not necessarily life-changing,
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Beating the Odds, Pistons Take the NBA Championsl
BY AAZAZ HAQ
Statesman Contributor

Nobody thought they could do it. Nobody. Every
sports columnist, every fan, every person knowledgeable about the sport of basketball thought that the Lakers
would win the NBA Finals in four games - maybe five,
if the Pistons got lucky. But that's it - that is all the credit
that anyone was willing to give to the Pistons after they
emerged as the champions from a depleted Eastern Conference. Nobody gave the Pistons a chance in hell - except
for the Pistons themselves, that is.
And then, as the finals progressed, the unbelievable
happened. For the majority of the series, Kobe was shut
down. Malone was rendered worthless. Payton could
not do things that he used to do. And the rest of the team
- Medvandenko with his flat head, Walton with his goofy
hair, and Rush with his beta male appearance - were all
exposed as the mediocre role players that they are. The

only consistently productive player on the Laker team was
Shaq, and even his impact was minimized via effective
ball denial and poor free throw shooting.
Through tough defense and brilliant coaching,
Detroit ran over the seemingly untouchable Lakers. The
Pistons did everything to the Lakers that the Lakers were
supposed to do to them. They ripped apart their offense
and found holes in their defense like the Lakers were an
NCAA team. Rip Hamilton made jump shot after jump
shot just like Kobe could not. Ben Wallace blocked
shot after shot just like Shaq did not. Rasheed produced
from the post consistently just like Malone did not. And
Chauncy found holes in the opposing team's defense
where Payton could not.
This championship signaled a victory for teamcentered basketball over superstar-centered basketball.
While the Lakers boast the two most dominant players in
the league, the Pistons play the most cohesive, well-oiled
team basketball that the league has right now. As a sign in
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The Palace in Auburn Hills said, "Our Full House Beats
Your Pair." Exactly.
This Pistons championship could be the start of a
dynasty, with a young nucleus that is not going anywhere.
Chauncy Billups, Rip Hamilton, Tayshaun Prince, and
Ben Wallace are all coming back next year. Their sole
major free agent, Rasheed Wallace is, by all indications,
going to re-sign with the Pistons. The dark horse rookie,
Darko Milicic, could soon develop into a very special
player indeed.
While Motown celebrates its first championship since
the Bad-Boy era, the current Laker era of dominance is
virtually over. Phil Jackson has officially retired, and Kobe
and Malone are now free agents and can sign anywhere
their little hearts desire. Shaq is not happy in Los Angeles
and is demanding a trade. Looks like the good times in
California are done. I hope Lakers fans grew to like Luke
Walton and Slavo Medvadenko, because they will be
seeing a lot more of them in the coming years.

