
CampusUpdate
PUBLISHED BY THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS FOR THE SUNY OSWEGO COMMUNITY

Volume 19

Number 10

Feb. 6, 2008

1

Inside:
• Skaters place first, page 2 • King awards, page 2 • People in action, page 2 • New communications book, 
page 3 • Spotlight, page 4 • ‘Viola Center Stage,’ page 4 • Calendar highlights, page 4

SUNY Oswego making large, small efforts to become greener

Green discussion — Patrick Moore, 
a co-founder and former director of 
Greenpeace, discussed sustainability 
and the role of nuclear energy at Os-
wego’s Focus the Nation symposium 
and teach-in last week. Afterward, 
he spoke to Nicolina Trifunovski, a 
senior global studies and political 
science major, as Molly McGriff, a 
senior psychology major and Student 
Association director of civic engage-
ment, looks on.

Going green — Christie Van Patten, a sophomore childhood education major and Auxiliary Serivces 
student employee, pours coffee into an environmentally friendly cup made of corn in the Campus Center 
food court’s Laker Express Market. The earth-friendly cups are one of many environmental initiatives 
Oswego has launched in the last several years.

 For the campus community, meeting the goals of 
greater sustainability and climate change involves 
both large institutional actions as well as small, indi-
vidual decisions.
 With President Deborah F. Stanley signing the 
American College and University Presidents Climate 
Commitment last April, the college promised to 
study its greenhouse gas emissions and pledge steps 
to move toward carbon neutrality. But that signature 
represented “a large step in getting SUNY Oswego 
on the path to having an impact on climate change 
and becoming a green campus,” Jerry DeSantis, as-
sociate vice president for facilities, said as part of a 
panel presentation during Focus the Nation, a campus 
teach-in and symposium on climate change last week.
 The first step has involved measuring the col-
lege’s carbon footprint, in terms of direct fuel use 
(buildings, heating, vehicle use), indirect use through 
electricity (investigating greener power sources) and 
campus community members’ use of fuel (transporta-
tion habits of faculty, staff, students and vendors). 
 “We’re looking at this as cars and coal and com-
munity,” DeSantis said. “We’re looking at choices 
individuals make every day to have an impact.”
 The carbon footprint measurement should be com-
plete within the first year of the commitment, with 
institutional action plans developed within the first 
two years.
 The goal of becoming a zero-emissions campus is 
a “daunting task,” DeSantis acknowledged, but he 
stressed that since Oswego is an educational institu-
tion, the college has a responsibility to show leader-
ship in the critical issue of climate change.

Goal: Reduce waste
 Mary DePentu, Oswego’s assistant director for 
operations, said the campus is trying to reduce the 
amount of trash hitting the waste stream. Recyclable 
paper, she estimates, is 15 percent of campus waste. 
In addition to having a recycling room, workers in the 
residence halls now proactively use recycling carts, 
going door to door to collect objects that otherwise 
may end up in the trash. Getting more recycling con-
tainers out and prominent throughout academic build-
ings is a continuing effort. And communication is key 
— through a Web site and dialogue.
 “We’re encouraging everyone to think proactively,” 
DePentu said. “We’re asking you to have a discussion 
with your colleagues, asking: ‘What can we do to 
help reduce the waste stream at SUNY Oswego?’”
 Eric Foertch, director of environmental health and 
safety, sees a concerted effort to reduce the use of 
chemicals and other potentially hazardous materials 
in labs and everyday operations. Better management 
and use of materials ranging from solvents to pesti-
cides has reduced the college’s impact on the envi-
ronment, he said.
 “The issue is we can’t keep going on the way we 
have” as a society, said Tom Kubicki of the technol-

ogy department, who chairs the Climate Academic 
Steering Committee. He and other professors are 
active in environmental education and passionate 
about it. The committee is studying how environ-
mental lessons are presented in different classes and 
perhaps ways to infuse green lessons throughout the 
curriculum.
 The aim is to promote environmental awareness 
“so it exponentially grows when our students leave 
our campus and enter the general population,” he 
said.
 Oswego’s construction work has been meeting U.S. 
Green Building Leadership Energy and Environment 
Design certification. In addition to addressing specific 
points of a LEED checklist, the process “made us 
start to think about what it means,” said Tom Sim-
monds, director of facilities design and construction. 
Future projects such as the science renovations and 
the on-campus student townhouse village will meet 
increasingly demanding environmental marks, he 
added.
 The new Campus Center and renovated spaces are 
built with more sustainable materials, features (like 
natural light and more modern heating systems) de-
signed to increase efficiency and be more easily cli-
mate-controlled and to foster cultural changes in how 
users view conservation. The college looks to buy 
building materials within a 500-mile radius, which 
reduces transportation fuel use and also supports the 
regional economy.

 One facet of that regional economy — farmers — 
represents part of the earth-friendly equation in Aux-
iliary Services’ efforts, said Craig Traub, director of 
residential dining services. Dining options emphasize 
locally grown products that support farmers and the 
environment, during the growing season and year-
round for apples, onions, potatoes and milk.
 In the dining halls, the use of china, glass and sil-
verware reduces waste of paper dishes and utensils, 
and more efficient washing schedules and green 
chemicals are part of the plans, Traub said. 
 In areas like the Campus Center where this is not 
practical, Auxiliary Services has environmentally 
friendly initiatives like cups made from corn. The 
switch to vegetable oil without trans fat isn’t only 
healthy for consumers, but the longer fryer life reduc-
es consumption — and the college is working with 
a broker trying to market the spent oil as alternative 
fuel, Traub said. 	 	 — Tim Nekritz

New emergency alert system used 
 SUNY Oswego activated its new emergency alert 
system Friday as one means of announcing the can-
cellation of classes. 
 A total of 5,493 students and 304 faculty and staff 
who had signed up to receive SUNY Oswego emer-
gency messages through NY-Alert should have re-
ceived the message by some combination of e-mail, 
text message and phone call.
 Students may sign up for NY-Alert or change their 
contact information and preferred contact medium by 
logging on to myOswego and accessing NY-Alert un-
der personal information. Faculty and staff can enter 
their contact information by logging on to the em-
ployee portal on SUNY’s Web site, www.suny.edu. 
 SUNY Oswego sent e-mail to all members of the 
campus community last semester advising them of 
how to sign up.
 NY-Alert is operated by the State Emergency Man-
agement Office, which provides it to SUNY cam-
puses free of charge. 
 More information about emergency procedures and 
communications at SUNY Oswego is available at 
www.oswego.edu/emergency. 
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Green is in
“More than 270,000 freshmen at four-year insti-
tutions completed UCLA’s comprehensive survey 
last fall, answering hundreds of questions on their 
values, habits, and finances. The survey is a wide-
ly cited source of data on college demographics 
and attitudinal trends. One preoccupation for this 
year’s freshmen: going green. Nearly 27 percent 
of students said they believed it was essential or 
very important to participate in cleaning up the 
environment, an increase from 22.2 percent last 
year and the highest level in more than a decade.”
— Academe Today, The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, Jan. 24, 2008

SUNY enrollments up
“More students are attending SUNY now than 
at any other time in the history of the university. 
For the fall of 2007, official enrollment on the 64 
SUNY campuses increased 2.4 percent to 427,398 
students.  Minority student enrollment at SUNY is 
also at record levels. . . . Minority student enroll-
ment increased 3.8 percent compared to last fall 
and now totals 85,023 students, nearly 20 percent 
of total enrollment. The Black student popula-
tion at SUNY totals 37,088 students, 8.7 percent 
of total enrollment and SUNY Hispanic student 
enrollment for the fall 2007 totals 26,702 students, 
which is 6.2 percent of the population. SUNY’s 
Asian/Pacific Islander student population repre-
sents 4.5 percent of the total or 19,172 students.”
— SUNY news release, Jan. 29, 2008

Academic quality more valued
“Freshmen are more concerned about academic 
quality and affordability than they have been in 
decades, according to an annual survey conducted 
by the Higher Education Research Institute at the 
University of California at Los Angeles. Sixty-
three percent of students said academic reputation 
was a very important factor in selecting a college, 
an increase of 5.6 percentage points from 2006. 
Thirty-nine percent cited financial-aid offers as 
key to their selections, a rise of 5.1 percentage 
points. And 52 percent listed ‘graduates get good 
jobs’ as a top reason for their college choices, 
up 2.6 percentage points. All those figures were 
the highest they have been in 35 years. Concerns 
about costs may have kept many freshmen from 
attending their dream colleges. In 2007, 80.6 
percent of freshmen were admitted to their first-
choice colleges, but only 64.1 percent ended up 
enrolling in them. . . . More than 270,000 fresh-
men at four-year institutions completed UCLA’s 
comprehensive survey last fall. . . . The survey is 
a widely cited source of data on college demo-
graphics and attitudinal trends.”
— Academe Today, The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, Jan. 24, 2008

Women and sports
“More women than ever before are competing 
on college sports teams, but they remain in the 
minority among top administrative and coach-
ing positions in athletics departments, according 
to new data in a study that has tracked women’s 
involvement in collegiate sports over three de-
cades. . . . Twenty-one percent of college athletics 
directors are women, according to a report de-
scribing the latest findings in the study, ‘Women 
in Intercollegiate Sport: A Longitudinal, National 
Study.’ That figure is the highest percentage since 
the mid-1970s but reflects an increase of only 2 
percent since 1998. And a long-term decline in 
the proportion of women serving as head coaches 
of women’s teams also persists: The latest update 
found that 43 percent of women’s sports teams 
had a female head coach, the second-lowest rate 
in the study’s history. Before the passage of Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, more 
than 90 percent of women’s teams were coached 
by women.”
— Academe Today, The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, Jan. 8, 2008

King’s legacy — The 19th annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration at SUNY Oswego on Jan. 29 
recognized the legacy of the civil rights leader and the contributions of some members of the campus 
community. The Sigma Omicron chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha presented its Martin Luther King Jr. Com-
munity Service Awards to Tasia Sawyer, graduate resident mentor at Hart Hall; Patricia Clark, director 
of the African-American studies program; and Magadalena Rivera, project specialist in the Collegiate 
Science and Technology Entry Program. From left are Oswego Mayor Randy Bateman; soloist Janelle 
Wilcox, a senior adolescence education major; Muneza Ndeze, Alpha Phi Alpha chapter president and 
junior accounting major; the Rev. Richard V. Rice, who gave the invocation and address; Sawyer; Clark; 
and organizer Anthony Henderson, Cayuga Hall residence director.

 “The Aspect of an Old Pattern: C. L. Moore’s 
Northwest Smith and Jirel of Joiry as Paracletic 
Heroes” by Tom Bertonneau of the English depart-
ment appears in The New York Review of Science 
Fiction for December as the lead article. This critical 
study explores surprising anthropological intuitions 
in the planetary romances of writer Catherine Louise 
Moore (1911–1987).  

 Susan S. Camp of the vocational teacher prepara-
tion department chaired a professional development 
session titled “Teacher Education Delivery Strategies: 
Face-to-Face, Blended, and Asynchronous” at the 
annual Career Technical Education Research and Pro-
fessional Development Conference in December in 
Las Vegas, and two colleagues from her department 
took part as presenters. Camp presented “Blended 

(Hybrid) Delivery: What We Have Learned So Far.” 
Margaret Hill Martin spoke on “Online (Asynchro-
nous) Teaching and Learning (Proven Practice),” 
and Matthew K. Spindler’s presentation was titled 
“Psychosocial Support in Live, Blended, and Asyn-
chronous Teaching and Learning.” 

 Shashi M. Kanbur has published a paper, “The 
Period-Luminosity Relation for the Large Magellanic 
Cloud Cepheids Derived from Spitzer Archival Data” 
with co-author C. Ngeow in Astrophysical Journal. 
Kanbur noted that this is the first time that the Cep-
heid period-luminosity relation has been extended to 
such long wavelengths. 

In Memoriam
 Shannon M.Collins, 21, of Scriba, a junior studying 
adolescence education, died Friday in a car accident. 

Synchronized skaters 
top regional competition
 SUNY Oswego’s synchronized skating team, 
the Ice Effects, recently took first place in a major 
regional competition in Richmond, Va.
 The 2008 Eastern Synchronized Skating Sec-
tional Championships, Jan. 24 to 26, attracts top 
college talent from across the eastern United 
States, said Marie Shuman of the Office of Resi-
dence Life and Housing, who coaches the team 
along with Melissa Manwaring of the Office of 
University Development. In the competitive Open 
Collegiate division, Oswego placed first of 12 
teams, including Robert Morris University (sec-
ond place) and Princeton University (third).
 U.S. figure skating’s governing body divides the 
country into three regions — Eastern, Midwestern 
and Pacific Coast — and the top three in many 
categories advance into national competition. “The 
Open Collegiate division doesn’t advance to the 
national championships,” Shuman said. “Therefore, 
this is the highest achievement our team could ac-
complish this year.”
 Members of the team include SUNY Oswego 
students Amanda Anderson, Lindsay Brown, 
Mary Kate Dehm, Kristen Daubenbis, Hillary 
Erchick, Ashley Galinski, Renelle Garlach, Ra-
chel Gottlieb, Chelsey Hammond, Christine Her-
nandez, Kelly Labella, Elizabeth Lerner, Andrea 
Ritter, Amanda Servadio, Alexandra Trust and 
Jessica Zalesny. 

CELT provides video feedback, 
peer consultation on teaching
 Oswego faculty members can improve their teach-
ing through video feedback.
 The Center for Excellence in Learning and Teach-
ing can arrange to have a class video recorded and 
delivered to the instructor on DVD or CD for self-
review or use with a mentor or consultant. 
 Mark Morey, interim CELT director, is available 
to provide consultation, or he will arrange for one of 
the CELT faculty consultants on teaching to provide 
consultation on the recorded session.
 To arrange for video recording service or to ask 
more questions, e-mail celt@oswego.edu, call 312- 
2875, or stop by the center in Room 121 in Penfield 
Library, next to the Lake Effect Café. 
 Those interested in becoming a faculty consultant 
on teaching should e-mail Morey at celt@oswego.
edu. Training will be provided. 

Rice Creek Associates offer grants
 Scholars, scientists, educators and students are in-
vited to submit proposals for the Rice Creek Associ-
ates Small Grants Program by March 15. 
 This program is intended to support and encourage 
research, education and public service projects at the 
college’s Rice Creek Field Station. 
 An original and five copies of a proposal should 
be mailed to Rice Creek Associates, Small Grant 
Review Committee, Rice Creek Field Station, SUNY 
Oswego, Oswego, NY 13126. 
 For more information, call Peter A. Rosenbaum at 
312-2775 or e-mail par@oswego.edu. 
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Book explores in, outs, new wrinkles in interpersonal communication

Communicating — Kristen Campbell Eichhorn 
of the communication studies faculty co-authored 
Interpersonal Communication: Building Rewarding 
Relationships, a new textbook that aims to offer a 
more modern, engaging take on the topic.

 When co-authoring the new book Interpersonal 
Communication: Building Rewarding Relationships, 
Kristen Campbell Eichhorn of the communication 
studies faculty looked to create something more mod-
ern, engaging and relevant than other texts in the field.
 “Interpersonal communication is a course many 
students from other majors take, and we wanted a 
book that incorporated theory within the field and 
provided depth as well as breadth,” she said. “For 
communication majors, this book gives an overview 
of other courses they might be taking.”
 The project started when Eichhorn, chair of the 
Eastern Communication Association’s Interpersonal 
Interest Group, received a call from publishers Kendall 
Hunt, asking her to re-envision the way communica-
tion textbooks are created. While she ultimately was 
asked to include plenty of traditional material, Eich-
horn especially enjoyed the opportunity to roll in ele-
ments that would help it better connect with students.
 Writing with her mentor Melissa Wanzer from 
Canisius College and Candice Thomas Maddox, 
Eichhorn sought to include three threads — popular 
culture, computer-mediated communication and inter-
cultural communications — throughout the book’s 14 
chapters to provided added currency and continuity.
 They divided the book into three sections: the 
basics of interpersonal communication, dynamics 
of interpersonal communications, and interpersonal 

communication in different relevant contexts. 
 The first section covers the foundation and history 
of interpersonal communication, verbal and nonver-
bal communication, development of self, and how 
individuals develop differently — the meat and pota-
toes of many courses.

 The second section, focusing on relationships, in-
corporates topics including initiating and sustaining 
relationships, as well as the “dark side” of relation-
ships — such as jealousy, deception and obsession — 
and even knowing when to end relationships.
 “The part about sustaining relationships is some-
thing we really wanted to do a chapter on because we 
feel like other books gloss over it and we thought it’s 
an important thing for our society,” said Eichhorn, 
who joined Oswego’s faculty last autumn.
 The final section allowed the exploration of topics 
such as intercultural communication, interfamily rela-
tionships and various aspects of organizational com-
munication, as well as two emerging areas: health 
communications and online relationships.
 “One of the most talked-about areas is health com-
munications, especially when I survey my undergrad-
uates,” Eichhorn said. The chapter includes sections 
on death, dying and grieving; communicating with 
people who have disabilities; and doctor-patient rela-
tionships.
 The final chapter, “From Face-to-Face to Cy-
berspace,” looks at how the Internet has reshaped 
communication, through positive means like social 
networks and relationship building and negatively 
through online deception, Internet addiction and cy-
berbullying. 
 The feedback she has received from undergradu-
ates has been encouraging, and Eichhorn notes espe-
cially the ability of pop-culture examples to convey 
lessons. “They seem to like the examples,” she said. 
“Sometimes students understand theoretical concepts 
better when you’re using Rachel and Ross from 
‘Friends.’” 	 	 	

— Tim Nekritz

10 professors receive 
grants for scholarly, 
creative projects
 Ten members of the faculty received Scholarly and 
Creative Activity Grants in the fall round of proposal 
review. The Scholarly and Creative Activity Commit-
tee evaluates proposals and makes recommendations 
on funding to the provost. Grants in this round ranged 
from $900 to $3,000.
 Robert Auler of the music department received 
funding to help support a concert tour in New York 
City. Timothy Braun of the biological sciences de-
partment is investigating the mechanism for cell 
movement in his project “Do the GldKL Proteins 
Constitute a Proton Channel?” R. Deborah Davis of 
the curriculum and instruction department is pursuing 
“Multicultural Encounter With Parents: ‘Know Thy-
self and Understand Others.’” Matthew Dykas of the 
psychology department is conducting “Longitudinal 
Prediction of Adolescent Socioemotional Well-being 
from Childhood Temperament, Parent-child Relation-
ship Quality, and Social-contextual Adversity.” Also, 
in psychology, Bernadette Sibuma is “Studying the 
Effects of the Visual Design of Agent Faces on Per-
ception and Memory: Analyzing Data from a Cogni-
tive Neuroscience Perspective.”
 In the art department, Julieve Jubin’s project is 
titled “Fragments of Culture/Couture.” Taejin Jung 
of the communication studies department is pursuing 
the answer to the question “How Does the Nature of 
Psychological Reactance Mediate the Social Norms 
Campaign Effects?” Webe Kadima of the chemistry 
department is conducting an “Investigation of Plants 
Used to Treat Diabetes in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo.” In the political science department, Helen 
Knowles’ book-related project is titled “The Tie Goes 
to Freedom: Justice Anthony M. Kennedy on Liber-
ty.” David Valentino of the earth sciences department 
is investigating “Provenance Discrimination for 
Meta-sedimentary Rocks of the Mid-Atlantic Pied-
mont and the Origin of the Hardest Slate on Earth.”
 For more information about Scholarly and Creative 
Activity Grants, contact the Office of Research and 
Sponsored Programs or Assistant Provost Michael 
Ameigh. 

Knowledge hour — Chris Blanar of the biological sciences department discusses “Are Parasites Good 
Indicators of Environmental Disturbance?” in the first Science Today lecture of the semester, which took 
place in the first week of College Hour programs. College Hour will feature a variety of performances, 
presentations and panels starting at 12:40 p.m. every Wednesday that classes are in session.

College Hour brings Wednesday programs
 Oswego’s College Hour returns this semester with 
performances, presentations and panels for the cam-
pus and community from 12:40 to 1:35 p.m. every 
Wednesday while classes are in session.
 The semester started with several programs geared 
toward those interested in graduate studies last week.
 Today’s events will include visiting artist Paul Ra-
jeckas joining a panel discussion on “Violence and 
Identity” in Waterman Theatre; student Benjamin 
Patterson exploring “The Royal Ulster Constabu-
lary in Northern Ireland, 1922-1998,” part of the 
History Colloquium Series, in Room 217 of Ma-
har Hall; “Mars vs. Venus: Battle of the Sexes,” a 
Jeopardy-style game sponsored by the Counseling 
Services Center, in Room 208 of the Campus Cen-
ter; “Academic Success without Financial Distress” 
by Sue Borden and Sheila Cooley of the Financial 
Aid Office, in Room 137 of the Campus Center; Jim 
Early of the computer science department discussing 
“Deriving Behavioral Feature Models for Network 
Intrusion Detection” in Room 102 of Snygg Hall; and 
“Block One Advisement and Welcoming Session” for 
education students in Room 305 of Park Hall.
 Sessions focusing on the arts Feb. 13 will include 
director Kevin Kennison of the theatre department 

presenting an open rehearsal and discussion of “A 
Doll’s House” in Room 114 of the Campus Center; 
an informance from visiting violists Simon Rowland-
Jones and Sarah Avery in Room 41 of Tyler Hall, 
previewing that night’s “Viola Center Stage” concert; 
and a reading by South Dakota poet Lee Ann Rori-
paugh, including a discussion on the internment of 
Japanese-Americans during World War II, in Room 
118 of the Campus Center.
 Other Feb. 13 College Hour events will include 
Andrew Smiler of the psychology department on 
learning disabilities in Room 214 of Mahar Hall; a Sci-
ence Today lecture by Timothy Braun of the biological 
sciences department in Room 102 of Snygg Hall; a 
session on the recent study-abroad program in Paris 
and Benin in Room 117 of Wilber Hall; a “Multicul-
tural Assembly” in Room 107 of Lanigan Hall; Bor-
den and Cooley asking “Are Your Career Goals and 
Financial Roles in Alignment?” in Room 120 of the 
Campus Center; and a session on job interviews by 
Gary Morris of Career Services in Room 142 of the 
Campus Center.
 For a full schedule of College Hour events this 
semester, visit www.oswego.edu/news/events/
college_hour/College_Hour_S08.html. 
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• Performance: “Notes to the Motherland,” today

• Concert: “Viola Center Stage,” Feb. 13

• Rice Creek Ramble, Feb. 23

For a more complete calendar, see SUNY Oswego 
Events online at www.oswego.edu/news/calendar/. 

Burns works toward student involvement, successes
 This week’s Campus Update Spotlight shines on 
Laurie Burns, administrative assistant at The Point, 
who has worked on campus since 1976. 
 Q. How would you describe your job and re-
sponsibilities?

A. I give support and assistance to Mike Paestella 
with the student organization registration process 
which, aside from the all the paperwork, includes an 
online database/directory of the 145 registered orga-
nizations. I assist him with the Involvement Fair and 
the Student Involvement Awards ceremony. I give 
support and assistance to Grace Mukupa with the 
ALANA Conference and the Leadership Develop-
ment Series program. I also hire, train and supervise 
the receptionist staff for The Point.  
 Q. What is your favorite part of working at Os-
wego?

A. I like the people I work with, the students and 
my job. I enjoy getting to know the students. I have 
great rapport with them and we have a lot of fun to-
gether. I also like keeping in touch with them after 
they graduate so I know what became of them and so 
I can be a reference for them, if needed.  
 Q. What is your impression of Oswego’s stu-
dents?

A. Most of the students are hardworking and have 
goals while others are hard working but do not know 
what career they are working toward. I think they 
like to be involved in student organizations and take 
pride in their positions. I also find that some students 
have high expectations of themselves and even work 
towards finishing school in less time than what is 
required. 
 Q. What is your educational background?
 A. K through 12. No Pre-K that long ago. Through-
out my years on campus I have had people try to 
persuade me to take classes, but I have always been 
content at what I do and never had the desire to earn 
a degree. I know they just wanted what they felt was 
the best for me but the occupation I chose is the best 
for me. I think it is important for a person to like 
what they do for a living whether it required a degree 
to get it or just by learning a skill.

 Q. What achievement are you most proud of?
A. Being a committed wife and mother. I am also 

proud of working on campus for 28 years.
 Q. What can you tell us about your family?
 A. I live in Minetto in the home I grew up in. 
I have a close family. I have been married for 31 
years to Tom Burns, who also worked on campus 
for 25 years. We have two children. Holly, 28, who 
graduated from SUNY Oswego and now lives and 
works in Syracuse. She also does free-lance illustra-
tion and design. Brian is 23, and he lives at home. 
While growing up he learned auto repair from help-
ing his dad and also attended BOCES while in high 
school. He recently opened his own business in Os-
wego, Burns Auto Alignment and Repair Inc. I also 
have my church family at New Covenant Community 
Church who are an essential part of my life.
 Q. Do you have any hobbies?

A. I enjoy quilting, baking and bowling. 

Police report 
 Since Jan. 18, University Police have investigated 
several cases of theft, vandalism and marijuana pos-
session and made two arrests. 
 Police charged a Fulton resident with driving while 
intoxicated, driving with a blood alcohol content 
above .08, and a violation. Officers charged a Fun-
nelle Hall resident with unlawful possession of mari-
juana. 

Tarandi Foundation supports 
Artswego youth outreach 
 Thanks to the Tarandi Foundation, young people 
across Oswego County will meet and learn from 
professional artists who visit SUNY Oswego for the 
Artswego performing arts series. A $5,000 Tarandi 
Foundation grant will support educational encounters 
for youth in Fulton, Oswego and Hannibal.
 This week performer/playwright Paul Rajeckas 
took his “Notes to the Motherland” production to 
Hannibal High School. Later this month, violist Si-
mon Roland-Jones will work with young string play-
ers in the Oswego Community Youth Orchestra. A 
visit to Fulton High School by Grammy-winning jazz 
composer Billy Childs and the American Brass Quin-
tet will follow in April.
 “It is important that as a community we continue 
to create opportunities to expose our youth to music 
and the performing arts,” said Neelesh Shah, director 
of the Tarandi Foundation. “The work that Artswego 
is doing is critical in meeting that need and we are 
happy that we have the opportunity to help.”
  The Tarandi Foundation is a philanthropic orga-
nization that was established by the late Oswego 
physicians Ravindra and Manjula Shah to support 
and promote education and community service. Their 
children, Dr. Monica Ravindra Shah and Neelesh 
Ravindra Shah, carry on its work. 

Penfield Library seeks used books
 Penfield Library is seeking donations of “gently 
used” books for its annual spring book sale and for 
possible inclusion in the library’s collection.
 Not accepted are condensed books, professional 

Darwin Day brings Pulitzer-winner
 Edward Humes, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
of Monkey Girl, will discuss his work at 8 p.m. Tues-
day, Feb. 12, in the Hewitt Union ballroom.
 Sponsored by the college’s Artswego program, the 
Darwin Day talk will be free and open to the public. 
A book-signing will follow.
 Monkey Girl chronicles the court case that chal-
lenged a ruling by the Dover, Pa., school board to in-
clude the intelligent design theory in biology classes. 
The resulting events included discussions not only 
about evolution and creation, but also about science 
and religion as well as church and state.
 The winner of a Pulitzer Prize for his work in in-
vestigative journalism, Humes is the author of other 
books, including School of Dreams, Baby ER, Mean 
Justice and Mississippi Mud. 

Science Today spring series set
 The spring Science Today lecture series will cover 
topics ranging from extreme weather to engineering 
education, fish conservation to climate change.
 Each session takes place in Room 102 of Snygg 
Hall during the College Hour, starting at 12:40 p.m. 
Wednesdays. The lectures will be preceded by a so-
cial gathering at 12:30 p.m. in the same location.
 February presenters will include James Early 
of Oswego’s computer science department today, 
Timothy Braun of Oswego’s biological sciences 
department Feb. 13, Jennifer Schwarz of Syracuse 
University’s physics department Feb. 20, and Richard 
Manseur of Oswego’s computer sciences depart-
ment Feb. 27. On March 5, Amy Welsh of Oswego’s 
biological sciences department will speak while the 
March 12 lecture will feature Douglas Pippin of Os-
wego’s anthropology department. 
 Four Science Today speakers are slated for April: 
James Cantor of the University of Toronto’s Centre 
for Addiction and Mental Health on April 2; Peter 
Kelemen of Columbia University’s Lamont-Doherty 
Earth Observatory on April 9; Chow Choong-Ngeow 
of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign on 
April 16; and Meredith Kelly of Columbia’s Lamont-
Doherty Earth Observatory on April 30.
 For more information, visit www.oswego.edu/
science. 

‘Viola Center Stage’ to open series 
 An often-unsung instrument of the chamber ensem-
ble will be showcased during “Viola Center Stage” at 
7:30 p.m. next Wednesday in Sheldon Hall ballroom.
 Simon Rowland-Jones and Sarah Avery are visiting 
artists for the concert, which is part of SUNY Os-
wego’s Ke-Nekt Chamber Music Series.
 The program presented by guest and local musi-
cians will include Rowland-Jones’ “Lux Perpetua” 
Suite for Solo Viola, Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto 
No. 6, Haydn’s String Quintet “Divertimento” in G 
major and Mozart’s String Quintet in G minor.   
 Rowland-Jones’ several solo and ensemble record-
ings include the highly acclaimed Bach cello suites 
from his own transcription, as well as works by 
Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn, Schubert and Schumann. 
Rowland-Jones writes mostly chamber music and 
works for viola. Avery, one of Rowland-Jones’ fore-
most students, is a member of the Illuminati Quartet.
 Elizabeth La Manna of Oswego’s music depart-
ment will serve as the event’s faculty host.
 For information or reservations, call 312-2141. 

Guest artists give jazz concerts 
 Two guest artists — pianist Toby Koenigsberg of 
the University of Oregon and bassist Ike Sturm of St. 
Peter’s Church in Manhattan — will share some jazz 
at SUNY Oswego in February.
 The visiting musicians will join drummer Eric 
Schmitz of Oswego’s music faculty for a jazz trio 
performance at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 15, in the Shel-
don Hall ballroom. Suggested admission donation 
is $5 to benefit that Music Department Excellence 
Fund. SUNY Oswego students will be admitted free.
 Koenigsberg, an assistant professor of jazz studies at 
Oregon, also will present a jazz piano recital at 3 p.m. 
Feb. 16 in the Sheldon Hall ballroom. Selections will 
include works from John Coltrane, Cole Porter, Bud 
Powell and Thelonious Monk. Admission will be free.
 Schmitz graduated from the University of Roches-
ter’s Eastman School of Music with Stern, the assis-
tant director of jazz at St. Peter’s, and Koenigsberg. 
 For more information, call 312-2130.  

journals, magazines, paperback romance novels and 
encyclopedias. Also, moldy, wet or odorous items are 
not accepted.
 To donate books and schedule a time to drop them 
off, contact Deale Hutton at 312-3010 or hutton@ 
oswego.edu. 


