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Campus chat — President Deborah F. Stanley talks with students during the annual opening picnic last 
Monday. Fresh food, new friends and sunny skies were all part of traditional get-together in the quad.

Sesquicentennial 
plan outlines SUNY 
Oswego’s ‘views’
 SUNY Oswego President Deborah F. Stanley un-
veiled the strategic plan that will guide the college to 
its 150th anniversary in 2011 last week in her break-
fast presentation to faculty and professional staff.
 “Engaging Challenge: The Sesquicentennial Plan” 
outlines goals in fi ve categories comprising “SUNY 
Oswego’s Views”:
 • Vitality, including designing exemplary academic 
programs, recruiting faculty and staff of distinction, 
securing robust fi nancial support, and creating a sense 
of pride
 • Intellectual rigor, including fostering an atmo-
sphere of high expectations, recruiting highly moti-
vated students, and providing transformative learning 
experiences and expanded scholarly and research op-
portunities
 • Engagement, including broadening the college’s 
service mission and building understanding of civic 
engagement and a shared sense of community
 • World awareness, including promoting apprecia-
tion of diversity, expanding multicultural experiences, 
and demonstrating stewardship of the environment,  

Play therapy program offers rare certification
 Oswego recently added a graduate certifi cate pro-
gram in play therapy, one of only two on the East 
Coast — the other at Johns Hopkins — and one of 
fewer than 10 in the nation, said Jodi Mullen of the 
counseling and psychological services department, 
who coordinates the program.
 Play therapy, Mullen explained, is a method of 
communication where troubled children act out their 
problems, often because they cannot verbalize them. 
 “This certifi cate would allow graduates to meet ed-
ucational requirements to become a credentialed play 
therapist,” Mullen said. She added that the certifi cate 
represents that students have attained experience and 
background to work in an in-demand fi eld.
 The new program, part of counseling and psycho-
logical services, was approved a few months ago and 
has already graduated one international student over 
the summer.
 “About 30 percent of the inquiries we get for the 
program are from international students,” Mullen 
said, showing a global need for such certifi cation.
 “Many people coming into the program are part of 
one of the CPS degree programs,” she noted. “Some 
are people who already have their master’s, realizing 
this type of coursework is something they can’t fi nd 
elsewhere.”
 Others interested in the program are professionals 
already working in the fi eld who may feel they need 
additional preparation in this area, she added.

‘CPS typically offers a one-day semi-

nar every summer in play therapy. 

That’s hooked some people in. They 

wanted more.’       — Jodi Mullen

 The program emphasizes observing and under-
standing the actions of young children, people resis-
tant to verbal communication or the developmentally 
delayed. 
 The curriculum consists of fi ve CPS courses: 
“Introduction to Play Therapy,” “Advanced Play 
Therapy,” “Introduction to Expressive Arts Therapy,” 
“Clinical Consultation in Play Therapy” and “Con-
temporary Topics in Play Therapy.”

 The introductory course has been around for almost 
15 years, while the other classes have been added in 
more recent years while building toward the certifi -
cate track.
 “As part of the program, we’re also having a sand 
play therapy and supervision room set up in Mahar 
Hall,” Mullen said.
 Mullen said the department hopes to teach some of 
the courses in the college’s Syracuse Metro Center 
location once that is established. q  — Tim Nekritz

Oswego again a ‘Best 
Northeastern College’
 Princeton Review has selected SUNY Oswego for 
the fourth edition of its college guide The Best North-
eastern Colleges, published in August. The book is 
one of fi ve regional guides in the Princeton Review 
series. Oswego also appeared in all of the previous 
editions.
 “The schools in this book all have excellent 
academic programs,” said series publisher Robert 
Franek. “We chose them from several hundred North-
eastern schools we considered based on institutional 
data we collect about the schools, our surveys of 
students attending them, and our visits to schools 
over the years.”
 The Princeton Review series features student opin-
ion. While little changed from previous profi les, all 
of which note that “students are friendly” and the 
college has “great computer facilities” and a “great 
library,” the 2008 edition makes note of Oswego’s 
“NCAA 2007 National Champion Division III ice 
hockey team.”
 The book includes 222 colleges in the District of 
Columbia and 11 states — Connecticut, Delaware, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island 
and Vermont — from Ivy League schools to public 
colleges. The fi rst edition listed 135 institutions.
 The Princeton Review series of college guides is 
published by Random House. For more information 
on The Best Northeastern Colleges, go to www.
princetonreview.com/college/research/regional. q

President’s opening report online
 President Deborah F. Stanley’s Progress 
Report for 2006-07 will be available as a 
PowerPoint online under “Offi cial Information” 
on the faculty and staff gateway, http://www.
oswego.edu/faculty_and_staff/, this week. 

‘Pride’ showing — Pieces like “The Courage to 
Try,” an acrylic on canvas, tell stories of the Afri-
can-American experience in “Pride and Persever-
ance: Civil Rights Paintings by Charly Palmer.” 
The exhibition will open at Tyler Art Gallery with 
a talk by Palmer at 6 p.m. Thursday and continue 
on view through Oct. 21. For more information, 
call 312-2113.

See ‘Strategic plan,’ page 4 
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People in actionCollege trends
 “The ‘New’ Berlioz: Musical High Romanticism 
in an Age of Technical and Ideological Correctness” 
by Thomas Bertonneau of the English faculty ap-
pears in the current issue of Praesidium: A Journal of 
Literate and Literary Analysis. The article discusses 
intersections of music, literature and politics, espe-
cially as these emerged in the recent (2003) Berlioz 
Bicentenary.

Helen J. Knowles of the political science depart-
ment received a Small Research Grant from the 
American Political Science Association to travel to 
Washington, D.C., to conduct research at the Library 
of Congress to help complete her book manuscript. 
The grant is a prestigious one from “the fl agship or-
ganization” in political science, Knowles said. 
 In addition, she received an Institute for Humane 
Studies Hayek Fund for Scholars Award to travel to 
the American Political Science Association’s annual 
conference in Chicago in August, where she pre-
sented a paper titled “The Constitutional ‘Dignity’ of 
States and Individuals.”
 She published “From a Value to a Right: The Su-
preme Court’s Oh-So-Conscious Move from ‘Priva-
cy’ to ‘Liberty’” in the May edition of Ohio Northern 
University Law Review.
 Knowles accepted an invitation to participate in a 
weeklong workshop on “New Approaches to Teach-
ing the Constitution,” organized by the Institute for 
Constitutional Studies and held at SUNY Albany in 
July. 

 Josh McKeown, director of study abroad and ex-
change programs, was invited by the University of 
Nice-Sophia Antipolis in France to deliver a lecture 
at its Summer International University. He spoke July 
23 on “The U.S. System of Higher Education and the 
Impact of Study Abroad on Student Intellectual De-
velopment.”

The sixth edition of Broadcasting, Cable, the Inter-
net and Beyond came out this summer from publisher net and Beyond came out this summer from publisher net and Beyond
McGraw-Hill. Co-authors are Fritz Messere, chair 
of communication studies, and Joe Dominick of the 
University of Georgia. The seventh edition of Mod-
ern Radio Production published by Wadsworth, co-
authored by Messere, Oswego alumni Carl Hausman 
and Phil Benoit, and the late emeritus faculty member 
Lewis O’Donnell came out in the past year as well.

James Pagano, director of the Environmental Re-
search Center in the chemistry department, presented 
a paper, “Polybrominated Diphenyl Ethers in Lake 
Ontario Salmonid Fillets and Eggs,” at the 234th 
national meeting of the American Chemical Society 
held from Aug. 19 to 23 in Boston. The preliminary 
results of this study indicate that concentrations of 

PBDEs in Lake Ontario chinook salmonid fi llets and 
eggs have declined in 2006 to half what they were 
in 2002. The ongoing research project is part of the 
Great Lakes Fish Monitoring Program funded by 
the Environmental Protection Agency and the Great 
Lakes Commission. 
 Pagano presented the talk “Lake Ontario Air 
Deposition Study (LOADS) — Atmospheric Concen-
trations of Organochlorine Pesticides and Polybromi-
nated Diphenyl Ethers” at the 50th annual conference 
of the International Association of Great Lakes 
Research held from May 28 to June 1 at Pennsyl-
vania State University. Results from three years of 
air contaminant sampling adjacent to and on Lake 
Ontario were discussed. The research is funded by 
the Great Lakes Commission and the Environmental 
Protection Agency.

 Andrew Smiler of the psychology department is 
the author of the article “‘I Wanted to Get to Know 
Her Better’: Adolescent Boys’ Dating Motives, Mas-
culinity Ideology, and Sexual Behavior,” which has 
been accepted for publication in the Journal of Ado-
lescence.
 Smiler received the “Researcher of the Year” award 
from the American Psychological Association’s Divi-
sion 51: The Society for the Psychological Study of 
Men and Masculinity.

Lawrence Spizman of the economics depart-
ment had his article “Geometric v. Arithmetic Mean, 
Which One Should the Forensic Economist Utilize?” 
published in the June 2007 update of Determining 
Economic Damages by Gerald D. Martin, published 
by James Publishing. This is the most widely used 
book about economic damages in the legal profes-
sion. The paper dealt with a simple misunderstand-
ing of a basic mathematical concept of averages 
made by some economists engaged in litigation 
that can grossly miscalculate economic damages in 
personal injury and wrongful death litigation. Many 
economists, when trying to project future losses, use 
a growth rate for projecting future wages and costs 
based on historical averages of different components 
of the Consumer Price Index and various wage in-
dexes. In almost all cases, using the arithmetic mean 
is wrong and will overvalue lost damages. Spizman 
demonstrated mathematically why the geometric 
mean should be used rather than the arithmetic mean 
and provided examples of the magnitude of the dif-
ferences. This intuitive concept was never examined 
with respect to litigation.  

In Memoriam
Lewis B. O’Donnell, 77, professor emeritus of 

communication studies, died Tuesday at Emory Uni-
versity Hospital in Atlanta. q

Quarter-century club — Many long-serving campus workers were honored during SUNY Oswego’s 
18th annual Employee Recognition and Awards Ceremony. Among those recognized for 25 years of 
work were, from left, Richard Parker of physical plant, Terri Denny of Public Affairs, Debra Graham of 
Penfi eld Library and Michael Flack of physical plant. Other 25-year honorees included physical plant 
employees Michael DeCare, Keith Kyle and Anthony Neacosia; David Scott of University Police; 
Deborah Trionfero of the School of Education; and Kathleen Walpole of the Registrar’s Offi ce.

Undergraduate research
“The belief that undergraduate research attracts 
students to careers in science — and makes them 
better candidates for such work — has gained al-
most universal acceptance in academe. But until 
recently, few researchers have studied whether 
or not that’s actually the case. . . . Three large 
studies verifi ed some widely held notions about 
undergraduate research but challenged other as-
sumptions. They found that undergraduates learn 
and grow signifi cantly from their research experi-
ences, but require a strong mentor relationship to 
do so. Such a time commitment may cost faculty 
members more than they gain from the additional 
lab help, one of the studies suggests. And the end 
result may only slightly increase the number of 
students going on to earn Ph.D.’s.”
— The Chronicle of Higher Education,— The Chronicle of Higher Education,—  Aug. 17, 
2007 

The new minority
“Men are less likely to go to college and less like-
ly to graduate once there. On average 44 percent 
of undergraduates are now male, and the U.S. De-
partment of Education projects that this gap will 
continue with the percent of men on campuses 
shrinking to 38 percent by the end of this decade. 
. . . The Higher Education Research Institute 
at University of California, Los Angeles notes 
that four-year college completion rates for men 
are lower than for women, 32.6 percent com-
pared to 39.7 percent. . . . Women are receiving 
more associate degrees than men (151 to 100), 
more bachelor’s degrees (133 to 100) and more 
master’s degrees (138 to 100). Although men still 
receive more professional and doctoral degrees, 
women’s achievement at these levels continues 
to increase. . . . Graduation rates for male college 
students of color are half of those for female stu-
dents of color.”
— Public Purpose, American Association of 
State Colleges and Universities, August 2007

Higher ed comparisons
“A new report from the U.S. Education Depart-
ment provides abundant statistics comparing edu-
cational indicators in the United States and other 
countries in the Group of Eight. . . . The report 
says that Russia had the highest proportion — 55 
percent — of adults, age 25 to 64, who had com-
pleted a higher education. Canada, at 45 percent, 
was second; the United States, at 39 percent, was 
third, closely followed by Japan, at 38 percent. 
. . . In a breakdown of undergraduate degrees by 
fi eld of study, the report says the United States 
awarded the lowest proportion — 17 percent 
— of degrees in science, mathematics, and engi-
neering. The other G-8 countries, ranging from 
Canada’s 20 percent to Germany’s 30 percent, 
graduated higher proportions. What did those 
American students major in instead? . . . in edu-
cation and in a broad category embracing social 
sciences, business, and law.”
— News Blog, The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, Aug. 14, 2007 

Study-abroad changes
“As studying abroad grows in popularity and ap-
pears to be on the verge of getting more federal 
support, the pressure on colleges to evaluate the 
quality of programs and keep costs in check is 
rising. But . . . the task of separating the good and 
bad programs, and even deciding what constitutes 
a worthy program, is becoming more compli-
cated. . . . Now administrators and study-abroad 
directors want students to take academically rig-
orous classes, improve their foreign-language fl u-
ency, gain cultural literacy, and return home with 
a better understanding of the global economy. 
Students want cheap deals despite the wilting 
power of the U.S. dollar, and faculty members are 
demanding proof that foreign-study opportunities 
fulfi ll their departments’ requirements.”
— Academe Today, The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, Aug. 15, 2007
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Digging Riggs — Breanna Dees (left), a freshman communication major from East Berne, and Annie 
Hirschkorn, a freshman biochemistry major from North Carolina, spend some time in their room in re-
cently renovated Riggs Hall.

Riggs reopens as improved residence hall, with learning communiites
 The fi rst thing most people will notice about Riggs 
Hall, reopening this fall after large-scale renovations, 
is how different the building looks inside and out.
 But, according to its residence director, Trenton 
Barry, what’s most notable is the community con-
structed by its residents.
 “As an Oswego student, you spend 80 percent of 
your time in a residence hall,” Barry explained. “It 
should be a learning place, not just a place to eat and 
sleep.”
 Barry, who said interning with Disney taught 
him the importance of storytelling, worked with his 
resident assistants to come up with a back story ex-
plaining why Riggs has been closed for fi ve years. 
It involves a fi ctional zoology major, Tucker, and 
his creation of TigerBats; the story says one elusive 
creature remains contained in the tower that is the 
building’s signature feature.
 In real life, the $13 million in renovations included 
extensive rehabilitation of the building, including the 
addition of gabled roofi ng to resemble neighboring 
Johnson Hall. The building has an interior connection 
to Lakeside Dining Hall, also reopening this fall after 
around $7 million of renovations and upgrades.
  For Barry, a major appeal of Riggs was the oppor-

tunity to create new programs — such as the Oppor-
tunities for Professional Achievement and Leadership 
series, with sessions twice a week on topics ranging 
from cooking healthy meals to planning special 
events to cellphone etiquette.
 Among its 200 residents, Riggs houses two living 
and learning communities — biology/biochemistry 
and urban life/urban schools — where students live in 
the same residence halls, take a few courses together 
and interact outside of classes.
 “Some of us are in three of the same classes, and 
it’s nice to know at least one person in my classes,” 
said Annie Hirschkorn, a freshman biochemistry 
major, member of the biology/biochemistry com-
munity and women’s ice hockey recruit from North 
Carolina. “Also, it’s nice and quiet. I can get my 
studying done here. I really like it a lot.”
 One thing all students interviewed liked a lot, on the 
day before the start of classes with temperatures hover-
ing in the 80s, was that Riggs has air conditioning.
 “We have friends in other halls, and they’re talking 
about how hot it is in their rooms, but we’re really 
comfortable,” said Breanna Dees, a freshman com-
munication major from West Berne. 
 Amenities include a basement lounge with a 48-

inch plasma TV, study rooms in every wing, a com-
puter center and recreational activities including a 
pool table and ping-pong table. 
 “I think that every room is amazing, and I like that 
the main lounge has a fi replace in it,” said Pat Vescio, 
a freshman math education major from Solvay.
 “Everything is very new and attractive,” said Roy 
Monselise, a freshman biology major from Westches-
ter. “I was impressed by how nice everyone is. It feels 
like a small community.”
 Barry said the Riggs philosophy involves empow-
ering students and making them all responsible to 
keep it a good community. “People are picking up 
trash that isn’t even theirs,” he noted. “So far, every-
one has been tremendous.” q   — Tim Nekritz

Learning Services sees bright future in Campus Center
 The opening of the campus concourse through 
the entire Campus Center, from the entrance near 
Penfi eld Library up to the Poucher wing, will benefi t 
students and faculty fi nding their way to the Offi ce of 
Learning Services.
 And Elyzabeth Wengert, the new director of OLS, 
said she is hoping they will find their way there 
more often.
 With its Learning Center, Writing Center and 
Math Center — all soon to be supplemented with a 
fresh group of student tutors — OLS is organized 
to support Oswego’s learning enterprise across the 
disciplines. 
 “We are working on ways that we can build up to 
better serve the campus as a whole,” Wengert said.
 Provost Susan Coultrap-McQuin will sponsor 
a campus-wide open house for OLS next month, 
Wengert said, to boost the offi ce’s visibility among 
students, faculty and staff.
 “We encourage faculty and staff to interact with 
us and let us know what their needs are and how we 
can help support them in their classes,” she said.
 OLS is the traditional home of the Educational 
Opportunity Program assisting low-income students 
with fi nancial aid and advising. About 352 EOP stu-
dents are enrolled this fall. But the offi ce’s learning 
services are available to students regardless of in-
come or academic status. 
 Any students “who want to push themselves and 

get to that next level academically” are welcome to 
seek tutoring in one of the centers, Wengert said. 
Students interested in tutoring services can fi ll out an 
online request form. “They will be matched with a tu-
tor,” she said.
 Wengert added that “we’re always looking for tu-
tors” and invited any students interested in providing 
paid tutoring to their fellow students to come into 
Room P106, the OLS main offi ce, to fi ll out an appli-
cation.
 Wengert started as director July 9 and said she sees 
this semester as a “learning time for me.” 
 “I plan to observe how we go about doing what we 
do,” she said. “The staff here are very professional, 
very caring and passionate about our students. We 
will be working as a collective to defi ne where we 
can go.”
 She previously worked as associate dean of Wash-
ington College in Maryland, where she oversaw a 
writing center, math center and services for students 
with disabilities; as assistant dean at Williams Col-
lege in Massachusetts; and as associate director of the 
Higher Education Opportunity Program and C-STEP 
at Cazenovia College. 
 A native of the Syracuse area, she is currently 
fi nishing her dissertation to complete her doctorate 
in higher education administration from New York 
University. q

— Julie Harrison Blissert

University adopts alert 
system for emergencies
 SUNY Oswego is one of many State University 
campuses that are in the process of signing on to New 
York Alert, an emergency messaging service offered 
through the State Emergency Management Offi ce.
 The system will only be used for emergencies, and 
only Oswego University Police and Public Affairs 
staff will have the ability to send emergency alerts 
to members of the Oswego campus community. At 
Oswego, alerts will include cancellation of classes 
because of severe winter weather.
 Mike Pisa, interim chief technology offi cer, is 
coordinating campus implementation of the system, 
which enables e-mail, telephone and text messages 
to be sent automatically to all members of a campus 
who have provided their contact information. 
 Text messages to cell phones will not be available 
in Phase I of the rollout, according to SUNY offi cials. 
The automatic e-mail and telephone messaging capa-
bility is expected to be available later this semester, 
Pisa said. Phone service can be traditional, voice over 
IP, cell or all three, depending on what recipients 
choose to receive.
 The biggest step in implementation will be gather-
ing the contact information for people on campus. 
 Pisa said that the college will fi rst ask students to 
provide their information by signing on to myOswego. 
“This will occur in the next few weeks,” he said. 
“After we are successful with the student process, em-
ployees will be instructed on how to enter their contact 
information by logging onto the employee portal on 
the SUNY System Administration Web site.”
 The SUNY New York Alert Best Practices and Us-
age Guide “strongly recommends” that students, fac-
ulty and staff provide non-campus e-mails and phone 
numbers whenever possible because using on-campus 
e-mail and phone numbers could slow or crash cam-
pus communication systems during an alert. q

Fall Classic supports scholarships
 When the 18th annual Oswego State Fall Classic 
tees off Sept. 14 at the Oswego Country Club, it will 
mean more than just fun for participants in the event. 
The Fall Classic brings together college and com-
munity partners to support scholarships for Oswego 
students.
 Constellation Energy and the New York State La-
borers’ Employers’ Cooperation and Education Trust 
Fund will once again serve as Presidential Sponsors, 
lending their support at the highest level to the effort 
to raise funds for the Presidential Scholars program.
 Since its inception in 1990, the Fall Classic has 
raised more than $3.1 million to help support stu-
dents, especially through the Presidential Scholars 
Program, an initiative designed to attract academi-
cally accomplished students — ranking in the top 10 
percent of their high school classes — to Oswego.
 In the 2006-07 academic year, Oswego awarded 
170 Presidential Scholarships of $4,400 per year for 
four years to students with a high-school grade aver-
age of 93 and an average SAT score of 1227. The 
program supported another 90 Deans’ Scholarship re-
cipients, who receive $1,250 per year for four years.
 To participate in or sponsor the Fall Classic, call 
312-3003. q
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Calendar highlights

Announcements

 • And Solutions, including nurturing students’ 
social consciousness, increasing understanding of 
complicated problems and translating knowledge im-
portant to society.
 “We’re going to have an exciting time going for-
ward with this plan,” Stanley told the gathering. “We 
will move this college to a new level.”
 The plan emerged from hundreds of hours of delib-
erations by the 30-member Sesquicentennial Planning 
Advisory Board and focus groups of students, faculty, 
staff and community members. 
 The president thanked Nancy Bellow, executive 
director of business and community relations and 
planning, for “collecting the energies and thought 
processes” of the campus community and organizing 
them in the published plan.
 Next, Stanley said, she will charge the vice presi-
dents to work toward action plans to implement ele-
ments of the plan and then move cross functionally to 
coordinate them. 
 In January, she said, she will reconvene the Ses-
quicentennial Planning Advisory Board to review the 
proposed and agreed-upon action plans and prioritize 
them. During implementation, she said, there will be 
annual updates on progress.
 For a copy of the plan, call Bellow at 312-3492. q

Posters sought for third annual 
teaching, learning symposium 
 The Committee on Learning and Teaching has in-
vited Oswego faculty and staff to submit proposals 
for the peer-reviewed poster session at the Sympo-
sium on Learning and Teaching to be held Sept. 27 in 
Hewitt Union. 
 Proposals should be an e-mailed statement of 300 
words or less describing the purpose of the poster and 
the materials to be displayed. Entries must include 
complete contact information for the submitter. Dead-
line for proposals is noon Sept. 10 to condra@oswego.
edu. For more information, call 312-3521.
 Selected posters will be up from 11 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. The Teaching Awards Luncheon will honor the 
winners of the President’s and Provost’s Awards for 
Teaching Excellence and the President’s Award for 
Excellence in Advising. The keynote address at 3:45 
p.m. will feature Tom Carey, chief learning offi cer of 
the Merlot Consortium, on “Innovations in Sharing 
Exemplary Practices as Teacher-Scholars.” A reception 
and discussion with poster presenters will follow. q

Spotlight

• Tyler Art Gallery opening, Sept. 6

• Music reunion, Sept. 7 to 9

• Oswego cross country invitational, Sept. 8

• Alumni concert, Sept. 8

• General faculty meeting, Sept. 10

• Academic integrity discussion, Sept. 11

• 9/11 remembrance, Sept. 11

• Ke-Nekt Chamber Music series, Sept. 12

• Rosh Hashanah, Sept. 13

• Fall Classic fundraiser, Sept. 14

• Rice Creek Ramble, Sept. 15

• Oswego golf invitational, Sept. 17

• Jane Comfort and Company, Sept. 18

For a more complete calendar, see SUNY Oswego 
Events online at www.oswego.edu/news/calendar/. q

Carter’s charter: Making library experience positive
 The Campus Update Spotlight shines on Carol 
Carter this week. The access services supervisor at 
Penfi eld Library has worked at Oswego since 1994.
 Q. How would you describe your job and re-
sponsibilities? 
 A. Access services is circulation, the stacks — the 
actual books, course reserves, document services, 
inter-library loan and I handle the daily operations.
 Q. What is your favorite part of working at Os-
wego? 

A. Working with the students. We have about 45 
student workers, and I enjoy getting to know them 
and watching them grow over four years. We try to 
make a positive experience for everyone who comes 
to the library. The library is developing an informa-
tion commons, which will benefi t the learning style 
of students who are used to multitasking and multiple 
technologies.

Q. What is your opinion of Oswego’s students? 
A. I just love the kids. I like seeing them come in 

and helping them out. I think they’re a great group of 
kids, and they’re all so different.  
 Q. What can you tell us about your work with 
the Employee Assistance Program? 
 A. Shelly VanSlyke and I are co-coordinators of 
the Employee Assistance Program. We provide confi -
dential information and referrals for employees who 
may need it. The EAP committee gives the campus 
all kinds of wonderful programming, working with 
no budget. The committee co-sponsors many popular 
activities, like the container gardening classes, T-ball 
for kids and the Benefi ts and Wellness Fair on Oct. 9.

Q. What is your educational background?
 A. I have an associate’s degree in computer sci-
ence, information systems, from Cayuga Community 
College. I’m continuing my education through Em-
pire State College.

Q. Do you have any hobbies? 
 A. We go to Fulton Speedway nearly every week-
end. Swimming season is coming to an end. I have 
the best dog ever, a chocolate lab named Moose, and 
we hang out a lot.
 Q. What can you tell us about your family? 
 A. Scott and I have been together for 16 years. 
My stepson David will be 21 in two weeks and my 
daughter Michelle will be a sophomore here at Oswe-
go State. We live in the town of Oswego with Moose 
and several cats. q

Artswego series kicks off Sept. 18 
 Music, dance and speakers will highlight SUNY 
Oswego’s Artswego Performing Arts Series this year.
 The season will begin with Jane Comfort and 
Company presenting “An American Rendition” at 
7:30 p.m. Sept. 18 in Tyler Hall’s Waterman Theatre. 
Dubbed “a post-modernist pioneer” by the New York 
Times, this group blends dance and spoken word to 
create socially conscious productions. The staging 
will be the fi rst public performance of the piece.
 Also this fall:
 Best-selling author Esmeralda Santiago will dis-
cuss the challenges of blending her Puerto Rican and 
American identities at 8 p.m. Sept. 20 in the Hewitt 
Union ballroom. 
 Author Anthony Grooms — who wrote this year’s 
Oswego Reading Initiative selection for campus read-

ing, Bombingham — will speak at 8 p.m. Oct. 2 in 
the Hewitt ballroom. 
 “Songs of the Spirit” at 8 p.m. Nov. 13 in St. Mary’s 
Church in Oswego will include performers Odetta, 
the Shangilia Children’s Choir of Kenya, Hugh Ma-
sakela, Tracy Grammer and the Tibetan Monks of the 
Drepung Loseling Monastery.
 The Grammy Award-winning gospel sound of Sweet 
Honey on the Rock will fi ll the Hewitt Union ball-
room at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 1.
 For more information or a brochure, visit www.
oswego.edu/arts or call 312-2141. q

Strategic plan
Continued from page 1

Science lectures touch on baking, 
biomedicine, climate, engagement
 The Science Today lecture series will open the year 
Sept. 18 with N. Mitchell Stamm of the International 
Baking and Pastry Institute at Johnson and Wales 
University speaking on “Flour: Friend or Foe.”
 All talks are during College Hour, at 12:45 p.m. 
Tuesdays, in Room 102 of Snygg Hall. A social gath-
ering will take place beforehand at 12:35 p.m.
 The series will continue Sept. 25 with “Genera-
tion and Adaptation of Computational Meshes for 
Biomedical Applications” by Suzanne Shontz of 
the computer science and engineering department at 
Pennsylvania State University.
 October’s speakers will be Ban-An Khaw, an Os-
wego alumnus and the Behrakis Professor of Phar-
maceutical Sciences at Northeastern University in 
Boston, on “Molecular Imaging in Cardiovascular 
Diseases and Beyond” Oct. 2; Steven Robertson, pro-
fessor of human development at Cornell University, 
on “Mind and Body: How They Work Together (or 
not) in Babies” Oct. 9; Sharon Kanfoush, associate 
professor of geology at Utica College, Oct. 16 on 
“Climate Variability Recorded by Lake Sediment 
Characteristics, Fulton Chain of Lakes, Southern 
Adirondack Mountains, New York”; Kameshwar 
Wali, emeritus and research professor of physics at

Syracuse University on “Discovery of Bose-Einstein 
Statistics” Oct. 23; and on Oct. 30, Bruce Lewen-
stein, professor of science communication at Cornell 
University, on “Why Is Public Engagement in Sci-
ence Important?”
 In November, Steve Nesbitt, assistant professor 
of atmospheric sciences at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign, will speak on “What Makes 
the North American Monsoon Tick?” Nov. 6; Linda 
Ivany, associate professor of earth sciences at Syracuse 
University, on “The Beginning of the Icehouse World 
in Antarctica: Insights from Clams and Isotopes” Nov. 
13; and James MacKenzie, assistant professor of bio-
logical sciences at Oswego, on “Mitochondrial Protein 
Import and Human Health and Disease” Nov. 27. 
 A Sigma Xi Student Research Forum will conclude 
the semester’s presentations Dec. 4. More informa-
tion on several of the talks is available online for 
download from www.oswego.edu/science. q

Police report
 Since Aug. 17, University Police have investigated 
several cases of vandalism and theft and made three 
arrests. A 21-year-old student was charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated, driving with a blood alcohol 
content above .08 and speeding. In separate incidents, 
a Waterbury Hall resident and an Onondaga Hall 
resident were charged with unlawful possession of 
marijuana. q


