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New degree program combines MBA with bachelor’s in psychology

Peer advice — Jennie Hoff-
man (left), a senior busi-
ness administration major, 
and Jessica Fisher, a senior 
childhood education major, 
are part of a grant-funded 
initiative by the Financial 
Aid Offi ce to reach out to 
students in peril of leaving 
school for fi nancial reasons. 
The student workers serve 
as peer advisers to help fi nd 
solutions for students who 
either still owe money on 
their fall bill or have not yet 
completed a fi nancial aid 
form for the current year. 

Grant to bolster retention, boost students’ money management skills

Management team — MBA 
students, from left, Sweta Sanyal, 
Bob Pagano, Chen-Yi Chen 
and Sarah Pickering discuss 
a project in their “Marketing 
Management” course last week. 
The class is among the offer-
ings in Oswego’s new combined 
master’s of business administra-
tion and bachelor’s in psychology 
program, which may be the fi rst 
program of its kind.

 SUNY Oswego will look to keep students from 
leaving college, while also helping them learn about 
personal fi nancial management, under a $49,999 state 
grant to the Financial Aid Offi ce.
 The college applied to the fi rst-ever round of High-
er Education Services Corporation Default Preven-
tion Grants and received the maximum amount, said 
Mark Humbert, director of fi nancial aid.
 Humbert said he sees the grant creating programs 
in a continuum to help serve students better. “There 
are initiatives to get students to come to Oswego, per-
sist at Oswego, improve their personal money man-
agement skills and help our graduates avoid fi nancial 
troubles after they leave here,” he said.
 With grant funding, the Financial Aid Offi ce can 
try to help students at initial trouble points, such as if 
they still have open fi nancial aid applications or have 
not paid their bill when the fall semester starts.
 “It’s a proactive approach, before a student gets 
behind fi nancially and ends up leaving school,” Hum-
bert said. “We’re contacting students, asking them 
why they are unable to pay and if there are ways we 
can help. Ultimately, we hope to help students while 
also raising our retention rate.”
 Student workers, paid through the grant, will serve 
as peer advisers for students having fi nancial chal-
lenges, Humbert said, adding that students may better 
connect with their peers in providing advice. 
 Funding will also allow Sue Borden, currently the 
offi ce’s loan coordinator, to go from a three-quarter-
time position to full-time for this year to coordinate 
implementation of various initiatives.
 The student outreach, implemented over the sum-
mer, has already appeared to pay dividends.

 “The number of students with outstanding bills 
starting the fall semester has dropped, and we think 
this initiative is a big reason why,” Humbert said. 
“We also have less open aid applications starting the 
semester, which means that students are completing 
the necessary paperwork to get the help they need.”
 Another part of the grant involves reaching out to 
educate students about personal fi nancial topics such 
as making and following budgets, managing debt and 
avoiding the potential pitfalls of credit cards, he said.
Most of the education will take place via Web-based 
modules that can be acquired under the grant.
 Additionally, funding supports opting into the Stu-
dent Voice system, which surveys current students 
and recent graduates about how effective they feel 
student services are, and ways they can be improved.

 The program also should reduce later loan defaults 
by putting students on the right path, he said.
 “If students persist in college, they will be more 
likely to repay their loans,” Humbert said. “But, more 
important than that, given the value of that degree, 
students benefi t in every way by graduating.” 
 Humbert said he thinks one reason Oswego re-
ceived the maximum grant is that its results can be 
a model for other fi nancial aid offi ces if the initia-
tives prove successful. Whether or not the college 
receives funding in future years, he said, everyone 
will benefi t from this year’s efforts to identify ways 
to better serve students. “Either way, we expect 
that the initiatives we’re employing that seem to be 
working will be incorporated into our regular proce-
dures,” he said. q   — Tim Nekritz

 A student approached Richard Skolnik, Oswego’s 
interim dean of business, at an open house this sum-
mer saying she was debating whether to pursue a 
degree in psychology or business. Thanks to a new 
combined bachelor’s of psychology and master’s in 
business administration, he could tell her that Os-
wego offers both in one package.
 “A student interested in psychology can earn a 
psychology degree complemented with an MBA, to 
prepare them to use their psychology background in 
a business setting,” Skolnik said of the new program, 
apparently the fi rst dual-degree offering of its kind 
anywhere.
 Skolnik and Tom Darvill, the program’s co-
coordinators, noted that the two disciplines offer 
substantial complementary content, and that it’s not 
unusual for students to have an interest in both fi elds.

 “Anecdotally, I know a lot of students have con-
tacted me after graduation, asking for a letter of refer-
ence because they are applying to business schools,” 
said Darvill, professor of psychology.
 “The uniqueness of the new program is that it 
compresses the two degrees,” Skolnik said. While the 
MBA can usually be completed in three semesters 
after earning a bachelor’s, this sequence allows it to 
be completed in two semesters, or as a fi fth year of 
college. Committing to the combined program means 
nine less credits of work than doing them separately. 
 “We also have faculty members who come out of a 
psychology background in the School of Business,” 
Skolnik said. “And psychology does have a key role 
in the business world, whether in marketing, human 
resources or fi nance — especially in the emerging 
fi eld of behavioral fi nance.”

 Darvill noted the structure of Oswego’s psychol-
ogy program — and the critical thinking it stresses 
— makes it especially useful for the working world.
 “We have a heavily research-based curriculum,” 
Darvill explained. “They learn the scientifi c method, 
which is very helpful in the business world. It’s im-
portant, in any fi eld, to enter with an open mind and 
be able to think critically, and this offers a very strong 
background.”
 Psychology and business share other underpinning 
skills, such as the use of statistics, math and pattern 
recognition, he added.

Boosts college’s profi le
 In addition to boosting students’ marketability, the 
new program is an example of an initiative that can 
raise the whole college’s academic profi le, Skolnik 
said. “One advantage for SUNY Oswego to have a 
program like this is it will attract highly motivated, 
competitive students who may not otherwise come 
here,” Skolnik explained. “It’s a fi ve-year program 
they can’t fi nd elsewhere.”
 Those applying to enter the program as freshmen 
must have a minimum high school average of 90 and 
a combined SAT score of at least 1150. Students who 
have completed 30 hours of college work can transfer 
into the program if they have a minimum GPA of 3.3.
 Students have to apply for admission into the grad-
uate program during their junior year, although those 
who complete the appropriate coursework can opt out 
of the program after four years with a bachelor’s in 
psychology and a minor in business.
 Skolnik credited Graduate Dean David King for 
providing leadership to bring the two programs to-
gether, adding Oswego’s culture of cross-disciplinary 
collaboration also facilitated making it a reality. q

— Tim Nekritz
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People in actionCollege trends
Education pays 
“A college education pays in more ways than 
one, according to a report released by the Col-
lege Board on Wednesday. In addition to higher 
personal earnings for the graduates themselves, 
the report says, society at large benefi ts. College 
graduates are more likely to volunteer, vote, and 
donate blood, according to the report, and they 
have a higher tolerance of differing views. . . . 
Some of the benefi ts college graduates derive 
from their education include a higher rate of em-
ployer health and pension benefi ts, and lower un-
employment and poverty rates, as well as greater 
lifetime earnings. Over a 40-year period, people 
who have earned a bachelor’s degree can expect 
to earn 61 percent more than those who attained 
only a high-school diploma, the report says.”
— Academe Today, The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, Sept. 13, 2007

Students connected, mobile
“Since 2001, Harris Interactive has conducted 
the annual College Explorer Report on behalf College Explorer Report on behalf College Explorer Report
of Alloy Media + Marketing, a study that offers 
insights into the life of a college student. . . . This 
year’s fi ndings are based on a national survey of 
1,592 college students . . . conducted between 
April 11 and April 30, 2007, and explore the lat-
est trends in technology and online activities. . . . 
For the fi rst time ever, desktop computers are not 
the preferred computer among college students. 
. . . Nearly two-thirds (63%) of all college stu-
dents own laptop computers this year . . . . Cell 
phone ownership among college students also 
continues to rise. Virtually all (93%) college 
students today own cell phones. . . . Nearly six 
(58%) in ten of today’s college students do not 
have landline phone service where they live dur-
ing the school year.”
— Trends & Tudes, HarrisInteractive, August 2007

Civic engagement
“It’s almost a cliché for a college to boast about 
how it is preparing students to be responsible 
citizens, to care about the world, to serve others. 
. . . It’s also the case that while many students are 
deeply engaged in service and their communi-
ties, and aspire to keep such commitments after 
graduation, plenty aren’t — even at institutions 
that boast about promoting such values. A long-
term research project seeks to determine whether 
such values can be taught and, if so, how they are 
taught. . . . That study found that certain common 
characteristics — such as viewing the campus as 
a microcosm, explicit demonstration (as opposed 
to just talk) of values, and rituals — were pres-
ent at the institutions where students perceived 
the teaching of ethics and responsibility to be as 
strong as institutional mission statements sug-
gested it would be.”
— Inside Higher Ed, Aug. 24, 2007

Hispanic college choices
“High-achieving Hispanic students often focus 
on location, cost, and campus atmosphere, not 
prestige, in selecting their colleges, according 
to a report. . . . ‘The level of pragmatism these 
college students had in making decisions was im-
pressive,’ said Deborah A. Santiago, the report’s 
author and vice president . . . at Excelencia in 
Education, a nonprofi t policy group. The report 
. . . provides a window on why Hispanic un-
dergraduates are heavily concentrated in the 
country’s small cohort of Hispanic-serving insti-
tutions. In 2003-4 those institutions made up only 
6 percent of American colleges and universities, 
but served almost half of Hispanic undergradu-
ates. . . . Flouting conventional wisdom, the stu-
dents at Hispanic-serving universities . . . often 
did not choose the most selective institution that 
accepted them. Instead they were heavily infl u-
enced by the sticker price of an education.”
— Academe Today, The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, Aug. 17, 2007

Three decades honored — Many long-serving campus workers were recently honored during SUNY 
Oswego’s 18th annual Employee Recognition and Awards Ceremony. Among those recognized for 30 
years of work were, seated from left, Melody Habeeb of Penfi eld Library and Joan Goodman of the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences; and standing from left, John Ferlito, Larry VanHorn and Patrick Galvin, all 
from physical plant, and Gary Jones of the mailroom. Others honored for 30 years of service included 
physical plant employees Robert Eason Jr., James Fitzgerald, Malachi Reardon and Robert Stepien; 
Mary Ann Gill of the Finance Offi ce; and Stancy Smith of the curriculum and instruction department.

Governor visits — Gov. Eliot Spitzer visited campus last Wednesday and met with local business and 
government leaders. Posing outside the Campus Center are, from left, Andre Fields, Student Association 
vice president; the governor; SUNY Oswego President Deborah F. Stanley; and Josh Miller, Student As-
sociation president.

David Bozak, associate dean of arts and sciences, 
was invited by the provost at SUNY Delhi to give a 
90-minute workshop on academic integrity. Bozak 
presented the workshop Aug. 28.

David L. Rodland of the earth sciences depart-
ment will present his research at the 119th annual 
meeting of the Geological Society of America next 
month, Oct. 27 to 31, in Denver. About 6,300 geosci-
entists are expected to attend. He coauthored “Even 
Invertebrates need Elbow Room: Shell Size and Area 
Effect on Encrustation of Bivalves and Brachiopods 
from the Southeast Brazilian Bight” with Michal 
Kowalewski of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University and Marcello G. Simoes of Sao 
Paulo State University in Brazil.

Jim Seago, professor of biology, presented a talk 
on the “Anatomy of Trapa natans and Justicia ameri-
cana in Riverine Habitats” at the annual meetings 
of the Botanical Society of America in Chicago in 
July. Both plants are inhabitants of the Oswego River 
where Trapa natans, the well-known water chestnut, 
has become quite a problem in the still waters of the 

river. Justicia, the waterwillow, occurs along shore-
lines and helps to stabilize the shore. 

Judith Wellman, professor emerita of history, and 
Clair W. Putala of the curriculum and instruction 
department attended and presented at a conference in 
Auburn in August, honoring and celebrating Martha 
Coffi n Wright (1806-1875), one of the fi ve women 
who organized the Women’s Rights Convention of 
1848 and one of the subjects of Wellman’s book 
The Road to Seneca Falls. The conference, “Martha 
Wright: Her Friends and Her Legacy,” was held in 
anticipation of her induction into the Women’s Hall 
of Fame next month in Seneca Falls. Wellman, as part 
of the panel “Martha Wright, the World of Reform, 
and Heritage Tourism in Upstate New York,” offered 
an overview of sites of Wright’s life in Auburn and  
provided the audience with the broader perspective 
of the reform movement over several contiguous 
counties. Putala spoke on the relationship of Wright 
and her daughter, Eliza Wright Osborne, in relation 
to Wright’s Quaker-infl uenced, mother discourse as 
noted in her book, Reading and Writing Ourselves 
into Being. q
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Math professor’s online book links geometry to art, aesthetics

ALANA conference promotes leadership, diversity
 The 21st annual African, Latino, Asian and Native 
American (ALANA) Student Leadership Confer-
ence aims to unite the diverse populations within and 
beyond SUNY Oswego in a series of multicultural 
events from Thursday to Saturday. 
 “We would like everyone to learn as much as pos-
sible, not only about race awareness but also about 
diversity, pride, ethical values, social interaction and 
leadership,” said ALANA Executive Director Tafari 
Powis, a junior public relations major at Oswego.
 The ALANA conference began as a multicultural 
student leadership gathering and has grown into 
three days of educational workshops, creative events 
and inspirational speakers. College students from 
around New York state and New Jersey have signed 
up to attend.
 The conference will kick off Thursday with a 
student presentation titled “Caribbean Leaders in 
a Modern-day Perspective,” at 1:30 p.m. in Hewitt 
Union. At 2:45 p.m. students can learn about how 
sexual assaults affect the world in another student 
presentation. 
 The fi rst day will conclude with a presentation 
and book signing by keynote speaker Esmeralda 
Santiago, an award-winning screenwriter and author. 
Powis said that Santiago’s presentation will be one 
of the highlights of this year’s conference. Santiago’s 
speech is set to begin at 8 p.m. in Hewitt Union’s 
ballroom.
 On Friday, the conference will continue at 10 a.m. 
in Hewitt Union’s formal lounge with a presenta-
tion titled “Saving Ourselves: 25 years of HIV/AIDS 
Among African-American Women” by Bonita Hamp-
ton, a faculty member in the School of Education.

Two multiculural dinners
 At 4 p.m. students can enjoy different foods at 
the ALANA alumni dinner in The Forum of Hewitt 
Union. The speaker for the dinner will be Council-
man Albert Vann from Brooklyn. Powis said that stu-
dents who wish to attend the dinner, which is free of 
cost, can sign up at the Point in the Campus Center.
 Friday will conclude with the ALANA fashion 
show, “Velvet Runway,” at 7 p.m. in Hewitt Union’s 
ballroom. The fashion show, which has always at-
tracted a large audience, promises to be “a step above 
the rest,” said Powis. Scenes will include “Soho” and 
“Body Painting.”

 Saturday will also be fi lled with presentations. At 4 
p.m. ALANA will present a multicultural dinner titled 
“Liberation Through Peace” in Hewitt Union’s ball-
room. Again, pre-registration is required to attend the 
dinner.
 The conference will conclude with the second an-
nual step show, “Step It Up,” hosted by international 
personality Suede from Live from “Da Yard” and 
Step Correct at 6 p.m. The step show will feature per-
formances from different Greek organizations. Teams 
will come from New Jersey, Long Island, University 
of Buffalo, SUNY Cortland and more, said concert 
coordinator Muneza Ndeze, a junior business admin-
istration major at Oswego. The show will be held in 
Laker Hall this year to accommodate an expected at-
tendance by about 600 people, Ndeze said.
  Tickets to the step show are on sale at $15 ($10 for 
SUNY Oswego students) at the Point in the Campus 
Center. This price will increase to $25 the day of the 
show. 
 For more information on the ALANA conference, 
call 312-5420. q         — Kadisha Gordon

Reunion of Color next week
 A fun-fi lled weekend is planned for all those 
attending “Return to Oz III,” the SUNY Oswego 
Alumni of Color Reunion, Sept. 28 to 30.
 Activities slated include a networking fair for 
students and alumni, a faculty/alumni mixer, a 
picnic at Fallbrook Recreation Center, concerts, 
walking tours, receptions and dinners.
 The faculty/alumni mixer is set for 3 to 4:30 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 28, in Tyler Hall. “Faculty and 
staff are invited to join alumni as we mingle, re-
new old ties, and reminisce,” said Betsy Oberst, 
director of alumni and parent relations.
 A highlight of the weekend will be the Alumni 
Gospel Choir performance at a dinner-dance Satur-
day, Sept. 29, in the Hewitt Union ballroom. “All 
past, present and with us in spirit but didn’t have 
the time members are invited to join us as we per-
form a few favorites,” said Kahan Sablo, former 
choir director and a 1990 graduate of Oswego.
 For more information, visit www.oswego.edu/
alumni/returntooz. q

 George Baloglou of Oswego’s mathematics depart-
ment explores how geometry inspires art, architecture 
and so-called wallpaper patterns with his recently 
launched online book Isometrica.
 The book evolved out of Math 103, “Symmetries,” 
a general education course created by Margaret Gro-
man in 1992. Baloglou has taught it since 1995. He 
said he became interested in doing the book the fi rst 
time he taught the course.
 “If you go to the literature, you will see this topic 
generally is treated more abstractly, more algebraical-
ly, while I stress geometry,” Baloglou said. “I wanted 
something that would be accessible to the average 
student but also of some interest to the average math-
ematician.”
 A major thrust is to show how geometry plays out 
in everyday objects and regular activities. If you pic-
ture a set of parallel, mirrored footsteps, you would 
see something called a “glide refl ection,” a type of 
mathematical transformation crucial in Math 103, Ba-
loglou said. 
 He also views geometrical patterns with an eye 
toward aesthetics. One example would be renowned 
artist M.C. Escher, known for his intricate mathemat-
ics-inspired works. “I’m interested in Escher’s sym-
metry, but not his tiling,” or repetition of real-world 
objects, Baloglou said.
 The fi rst six chapters are covered in the course, 
with the last two chapters devoted to more advanced 
work with “the goal of demonstrating that there are 
only 17 ways to create wallpaper designs,” Baloglou 
explained, adding that other authors prove this theory 
from an algebraic, not geometric, angle.
 “I believe the presentation of this material in most 

Finding patterns — George Baloglou gestures toward an image from his 
online book Isometrica, which looks at how geometry inspires art, design and 
so-called wallpaper patterns.

authors’ books is kind of 
cold,” he said. “For other 
authors, it’s just a chapter 
in a book they put in just 
to address the topic. For 
me, this is the focus of the 
whole book.”
 As opposed to treating 
the subject dryly, he wrote 
it in the second person 
(“you”) as if engaging the 
reader in a conversation.
 His unconventional ap-
proach includes making 
the book available for 
free on the Internet, thus 
sparing Math 103 students 
having to buy one more 
textbook as well as mak-
ing it available to anyone 
in the world with an In-
ternet connection. “They 
don’t have to spend any 
money on it, only invest their time and energy,” he 
said. 
 Some of the chapters have been on the Web for 
years, but Baloglou recently assembled the book 
in sequenced form, including an introduction and 
two fi nal chapters. Baloglou monitors the traffi c on 
his book and related Web material, estimating that 
a precursory site titled “Crystallography Now,” an 
informal classifi cation of the 17 wallpaper patterns, 
has been visited more than 20,000 times since fi rst 
launched in April 2002. 

 “In the end, it may be more a teacher’s or a math-
ematician’s book than a student’s, but if a student 
becomes interested in this, it’s very readable and ac-
cessible,” Baloglou said. 
 The book is heavy on visuals, and Baloglou esti-
mated it took around eight months of writing between 
1998 and 2001, but it seemed more like a labor of 
love. “It was fun creating the pictures and writing the 
book,” he said.
 More information and a downloadable version of 
the book can be found at http://www.oswego.edu/
~baloglou/103/isometrica.html. q— Tim Nekritz

Announcements

Bombingham author to visit 
 Anthony Grooms, whose novel Bombingham was 
selected for campuswide reading under the SUNY 
Oswego Reading Initiative, will speak in the Hewitt 
Union ballroom at 8 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 2.

Bombingham features protagonist Walter Burke 
fi ghting in Vietnam and fl ashing back to his child-
hood in racially charged Birmingham, Ala., during 
the opening pangs of the civil rights movement.
 “Bombingham is a powerful novel with passages 
that linger in the mind long after the book is put 
down,” the Chicago Tribune noted. The Village Voice 
said the book “is constructed so well that it could be 
used as a textbook in writing classes. It’s a perfect 
traditional novel.” 
 Grooms is a professor of creative writing at Ken-
nesaw State University near Atlanta. He has also 
published Trouble No More, a book of short stories 
set mostly in the American South through the 1960s, 
as well as a collection of poetry titled Ice Poems.
 He has earned a Fulbright Fellowship and an Arts 
Administration Fellowship from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, among other honors.
 Admission is free, but due to demand, advance res-
ervations are recommended by contacting Tyler box 
offi ce at 312-2141 or tickets@oswego.edu. q

Oswego produces future doctors
 SUNY Oswego continues to graduate a high 
number of students who go on to earn research doc-
torates, according to the latest results of an annual 
national survey.
  A total of 211 baccalaureate graduates of Oswego 
earned research doctorates in the past decade (1996-
2005), according to the latest Survey of Earned Doc-
torates. The National Opinion Research Center at the 
University of Chicago has conducted the survey each 
year since 1958 for the National Science Foundation 
and fi ve other federal agencies. 
 That number ranks Oswego No. 59 among 569 
master’s level colleges nationally, eighth among 51 
such colleges in New York and second (to Geneseo) 
of the 13 such colleges in the State University of New 
York, noted Mehran Nojan, Oswego’s director of in-
stitutional research and assessment. q
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Calendar highlights

Announcements

Spotlight

• ALANA Conference, Sept. 20 to 22

• “Step It Up” step show, Sept. 22

• Symposium on Learning and Teaching, Sept. 27

• Return to Oz III: Alumni of Color Reunion, Sept. 
28 to 30

• Rice Creek Ramble, Sept. 29

For a more complete calendar, see SUNY Oswego 
Events online at www.oswego.edu/news/calendar/. q

For Bailey, Oswego’s strength is offering opportunities
This week’s Campus Update Spotlight shines on 

Sherrifa Bailey, a sophomore from Brooklyn double 
majoring in public justice and psychology.
 Q. What made you want to attend SUNY Os-
wego?
 A. It was between Boston University and here. To 
be honest, I didn’t have the money for Boston Uni-
versity but Oswego gave me everything I needed. 
And when I came here for orientation, I fell in love 
with the place.
 Q. What kind of work are you doing with the 
Compass?
 A. I’m a peer navigator. My specialty is career ser-
vices. I’m getting trained on how to critique résumés, 
edit cover letters, that kind of thing. I’m also working 
with faculty to learn other things that will help. I also 
direct students to other offi ces that can assist them.
 Q. What is your favorite part of being at Os-
wego?
 A. I think the opportunities, because I’ve learned 
so much about myself through my involvements and 
working with other people.
 Q. What is your impression of other Oswego 
students?

A. For most of the students I work with, I defi nitely 
see determination. They are very hands-on and will-
ing to learn.
 Q. What achievement are you most proud of?

A. I would say being an orientation leader over the 
summer. It was one of the best experiences in my life 
and I learned a great deal about the campus in just six 
weeks. I met so many people and made so many great 
connections.
 Q. Do you have any hobbies?

  A. I love to dance. I’m a big fan of the arts. I enjoy 
writing — it allows me to free myself at the end of 
the day. And I like shopping.

Q. Have you thought about your plans after col-
lege yet?
 A. I’m debating between graduate school and law 
school. I’m interested in either becoming a family 
court judge for juvenile delinquents, doing social 
work or staying in education. I have big dreams. q

Community to welcome students 
at this week’s Farmers Market
 The Campus-City Relations Committee in coop-
eration with the Greater Oswego-Fulton Chamber of 
Commerce will welcome SUNY Oswego students 
back for the fall at this week’s Farmers Market from 
5 to 9 p.m. Thursday on West First Street between 
Bridge and Oneida streets.
 Entertainment will be provided by local band Dos 
Locos, and booths will sell craft items and home-
baked cookies, pies and fudge as well as fresh fruits 
and produce. The college’s Auxiliary Services and 
Student Association both plan to have booths at the 
market Thursday.
 Students are encouraged to take Centro from cam-
pus because parking downtown on Farmers Market 
evenings typically is scarce.
 The chamber will provide free packets to students 
including city walking tour maps, guides to area 
events and sites, visitors’ guides and more. q

U.S. Constitution rocks campus
 SUNY Oswego began observing Constitution Week 
Monday with “Rock the Preamble,” led by college 
President Deborah F. Stanley, and distribution of free 
pocket copies of the Constitution.
 The observance continues this week. Penfi eld Li-
brary has a banned books display in its lobby, on 
view during library hours through Friday. The display  
includes books that have been censored, along with 
information on censorship and important court cases 
regarding censorship and the First Amendment.
 An episode of the civil rights video series “Eyes 
on the Prize” — “Back to the Movement” — will air 
at 12:45 p.m. Thursday in Room 120 of the Campus 

Police report
 Since Aug. 31, University Police have investigated 
several cases of vandalism, theft and harassment and 
made seven arrests. 
 Two men, one from Auburn and one from Union 
Springs, were charged with criminal trespass. They 
are accused of not leaving the campus grounds after 
being instructed to do so. In conjunction with these 
arrests, an Onondaga Hall resident is accused of ob-
struction of governmental administration. She is ac-
cused of giving the two men her room key and lying 
to the offi cer about their whereabouts. 
 Police charged two 18-year-olds from southern 
Oswego County with unlawful possession of alcohol.
In a separate incident, police charged a 20-year-old 
Onondaga Hall resident with unlawful possession of 
alcohol. Offi cers charged an 18-year-old Funnelle Hall 
resident with criminal possession of marijuana. q

Center mentors new faculty
 The Center for Excellence in Learning and Teach-
ing is offering a program series for new faculty mem-
bers this fall. All sessions (unless specifi ed otherwise) 
will take place at 12:45 p.m. Thursdays in the Room 
123 of Penfi eld Library.
 Sept. 20: “Developmental Advisement: Helping 
Students”
 Sept. 21 (3 p.m., Library Instruction Room 2): “Se-
crets Revealed: Research Program Development and 
Grant Writing”
 Sept. 27 (11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Hewitt Union): Os-
wego Symposium on Learning and Teaching
 Oct. 4: “Preparing Effective Materials for Reten-
tion, Promotion”
 Oct. 25: “Students with Disabilities and How to 
Have a Truly Accessible Class”
 Nov. 8: “What the Best Teachers Do: Ideas from 
Ken Bain et al”
 Nov. 29: “Faculty Mentoring II”
 For more information, call 312-2875, e-mail celt@ 
oswego.edu or visit www.oswego.edu/celt.q

Fulbright Scholar to visit Oswego
 Alexander Lux of Comenius University in Slovakia, 
currently a Fulbright Scholar at the University of Cali-
fornia at Davis, will speak at 4 p.m. Oct. 2 in Room 
107 of Piez Hall on “The Endodermis of Plant Roots.” 
An internationally known botanist, Lux “has chosen 
to visit Oswego for his one Fulbright-sponsored trip,” 
said Jim Seago, professor of biology. q

Lecturer to address social norms 
 Cristina Bicchieri of the University of Pennsylva-
nia will deliver this year’s Steinkraus Lecture on Hu-
man Ideals on Saturday, Oct. 6. Her topic will be “Do 
as They Do, Not as They Say: The Conditional Status 
of Norms.”
 The annual Steinkraus Lectures are free and open 
to the public. This year’s will begin at 2:15 p.m. in 
the Historic Lecture Hall, Room 222 of Sheldon Hall. 
 The lecture series was founded in honor of the late 
Oswego philosophy Professor Warren Steinkraus, 
who retired in 1987. For nearly 20 years, the Stein-
kraus Lecture has championed the ideals that he held 
valuable: social justice, equality and peace. Philoso-
phers of international distinction have spoken. 
 Bicchieri is the Carol and Michael Lowenstein 
Term Chair, professor of philosophy and legal stud-
ies, and director of the Philosophy, Politics, and Eco-
nomics Program at the University of Pennsylvania. 
 She began studying philosophy as an undergradu-
ate at the University of Milan and earned her doc-
torate from Cambridge University. She has been a 

Grant, award deadlines approach 
 The deadline for the fall round of faculty Scholarly 
and Creative Activity Grants is Oct. 22. 
 Student Scholarly and Creative Activity Grant ap-
plications will be due Nov. 5. See the website www.
oswego.edu/administration/provost/grants_and_
awards.html for current information on these and 
other extracurricular funding opportunities.
 In addition to grant programs, a number of distin-
guished faculty recognition opportunities are posted 
online at www.oswego.edu/administration/provost/
faculty_awards.html. 
 For more information, contact Assistant Provost 
Michael Ameigh at ameigh@oswego.edu. q

Day features songs of Holocaust 
 “Singing for Survival: Music of Germany and the 
Occupied Territories During the Holocaust” will in-
tertwine music and history at 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 5, in 
Room 101 of Lanigan Hall. 
 Lecture/demonstrations featuring songs from the 
program will offer previews at 9:10 and 11:30 a.m. in 
the same room.
 For more information on these admission-free 
events, call the music department at 312-2130. q

fellow at prestigious universities and institutes in 
Berlin, London, Uppsala, Jerusalem and elsewhere.
 Her most recent book is The Grammar of Society: 
The Nature and Dynamics of Social Norms, published 
last year by Cambridge University Press. q

Center. Also recounting the drama of the civil rights 
movement is the ongoing art exhibition in Tyler Art 
Gallery “Pride & Perseverance: Civil Rights Paint-
ings by Charly Palmer.”
 All week, Thad Mantaro, civic engagement coor-
dinator at SUNY Oswego, and his colleagues from 
the Constitution Week planning committee and the 
Civic Engagement Coalition are collecting comments 
from students on the meaning of the Constitution. 
The comments will be projected to music at 7 p.m. 
Thursday in the formal lounge of Hewitt Union and 
on digital signage on campus this fall. 
 For more information, call Mantaro at 312-5649. q


