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 SUNY Chancellor John Ryan will honor seven 
Oswego students with the Chancellor’s Award for 
Student Excellence at a ceremony April 18 in Albany. 
The awards go to students who earn high grade point 
averages and make a signifi cant contribution to their 
campus or local community.
 Campus recipients are Shelly Dann of Central 
Square, a double major in psychology and public jus-
tice; Sarah Haig of Saranac Lake, a graduate student 
in graphic design; Samantha Mason of Portland, Ore., 
who graduated summa cum laude in December with a 
major in theatre and a minor in medieval and Renais-
sance studies; Sarah Scherer of Kingston, a double 
major in secondary education and English; LeAnne 
St. Gelais of Pulaski, a senior majoring in psychol-
ogy; Dan Tascarella of Oswego, who will graduate 
in accounting with both bachelor’s and master’s of 
business administration degrees; and Zachary Winnie 
of Fly Creek, a senior graphic design major with a 
minor in information science.
 Several of the seven share honors in common. 
Mason, Scherer, St. Gelais, Tascarella and Winnie 
were selected as Presidential Scholars, receiving the 
top merit scholarships that SUNY Oswego offers. 
Mason, Scherer, St. Gelais and Tascarella participated 
in the college’s Honors Program. And Dann, Mason,
Scherer, Tascarella and Winnie are members of the 
Phi Kappa Phi national honor society.

Athletics, arts standouts
 Dann excelled on the women’s swimming team, 
holding Oswego and SUNY Athletic Conference 
records as a member of the 400 free relay team. She 
helped guide her team to three consecutive SUNYAC 
team championships while earning three honorable 
mention Academic All-American Awards. She is a 
peer adviser in the public justice program and a mem-
ber of the women’s honor society Vega. She volun-
teered with a local children’s swim club.

Haig has exhibited her artwork at the State Univer-
sity Plaza in Albany, Tyler Art Gallery on campus and 
Cherrywood Studio in Oswego and several Oswego 
Art Association juried exhibitions. She has been vice 
president of Break Thru Designs. She received a 
campus grant to support her master’s project, which 
is on display in Tyler Art Gallery and will be the topic 
of her Quest talk April 18. Haig received the Aulus 
Saunders Award for exceptional service to the art de-
partment. 
 Mason was nominated three times for the Irene 
Ryan Acting Scholarship through the Kennedy Cen-
ter American College Theater Festival for her lead 
performances in campus productions of “Measure 
for Measure,” “Infi nity’s House” and “Antigone.” She 
was president of the Alpha Psi Omega theatre honors 
society. She received Oswego’s Patti McGill Peterson 
Honors Program Scholarship and Freshman Achieve-
ment Award in History. While studying abroad, 
Mason was elected student council president at the 
London chapter of the Center for Academic Programs 
Abroad.

Superior service
 Scherer was elected as one of two student rep-
resentatives to the Northeast National Collegiate 
Honors Council conference last spring. On campus, 
she served as co-leader of NYPIRG’s Hunger and 
Homeless Project and as treasurer of the leadership 
honor society Omicron Delta Kappa, and she volun-
teered with Habitat for Humanity. She completed her 
student teaching in England. She gave a presentation 
at Quest last year on urban education, based on her 
teaching internship in New York City. 
 On campus, St. Gelais is president of Omicron 
Delta Kappa, treasurer of the psychology honor soci-
ety Psi Chi and president of the Red Cross Club, and 

she received a Student Involvement Award. She was a 
resident mentor in Johnson Hall and worked as a resi-
dent assistant in Lonis Hall. She received a campus 
grant for her project “What Motivates College Stu-
dents to Become Leaders?” which she is to present 
April 18 at Quest. 
 Tascarella was 2006-07 president of the Student 
Association and SA’s chief fi nancial offi cer in 2005-

06. He is a member of College Council. He serves on 
Auxiliary Services’ board of directors. On the School 
of Business Student Advisory Council, he helped 
organize a symposium that brought local business 
leaders to campus to meet with students. He was a 
Sheldon Leader and collected several awards through 

 Audience members can both learn a foreign lan-
guage and bust a myth by attending Brian Steffen’s 
Quest presentation. 
 “Myth-busting ESL with Tagalog,” at 5:15 p.m. 
in the Campus Center meeting room, is one of more 
than 150 presentations by faculty, staff and students 
on their scholarly and creative activities during Quest 
on April 18.
 Steffen said he noticed that when people heard 
his major was teaching English to speakers of other 
languages, they asked what language he would use 
to teach them. When he said “English,” he often re-
ceived puzzled looks.
 “People are under the myth that language can only 
be taught in one’s native language,” explained Stef-
fen, a junior from Fairport.
 “I wanted to do this project to demonstrate to 
people how this concept works by using a language 
that virtually no one, if any will be familiar with: Ta-
galog,” Steffen said. “By doing so, students will learn 
that people — themselves included — can pick up a 
language they have no knowledge of with a skilled 
instructor.”
 Steffen learned Tagalog, the offi cial language of 
the Philippines, while living there for two years. 
“The process of learning the language surprised me 
because while I had some instruction of it in English, 
most of it was learned through talking with Filipinos 
in their rice fi elds and homes,” he said.

 In teaching, those instructing English as a second 
language can have learners in dozens of native lan-
guages, which makes it impossible to teach in all of 
them, he noted. 
 “While teaching English in someone’s native lan-
guage can clearly be useful, it’s unfortunately imprac-
tical,” Steffen explained.
 Steffen’s adviser, Jean Ann of the curriculum and 
instruction faculty, thinks his presentation is a clever 
way of putting audience members in the position 
many of those learning English may feel when they 
fi rst sit in an English-speaking classroom.
 Ann said she encourages students to present some-
thing that only they can share. “This is something that 
is very unique and very interesting that he learned 
Tagalog,” she explained. “He can use what he knows 
to make people understand a very complex idea.”
 Ann predicted an engaging and educational ses-
sion. “He’s going to do a great job, I’m sure, because 
he really gets it,” she said. “You have to make a hook 
with a student and make learning possible. All of us 
learners can do that. All of us can help people learn.”
 Steffen wants attendees to have fun “while il-
lustrating to them that learning a second language 
isn’t impossible, and actually enjoyable,” he said. 
“I’ll benefi t myself by feeling good about destroying 
myths about a little-understood major here at SUNY 
Oswego.” q

— Tim Nekritz

Quest session will teach language, bust myth

Chancellor to honor seven SUNY Oswego students for excellence

Signing time — Garren Reisweber may have succesfully eluded Middlebury defenders to score the 
thrilling game-winning overtime goal that gave the Laker men’s ice hockey team the Division III national 
title, but he didn’t want to avoid this crowd of young autograph seekers at Thursday’s Championship 
Celebration. An estimated 1,200 campus and community members showed up for the event in the Cam-
pus Center arena to offer congratulations, see the NCAA trophy and receive autographs from the Laker 
players, who stayed more than an hour to accommodate every fan.

See ‘Chancellor honors seven,’ page 3 
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People in action

Part-timers grow
“New data from the U.S. Education Depart-
ment confi rm what faculty leaders increasingly 
bemoan: The full-time, tenure-track faculty 
member is becoming an endangered species in 
American higher education. A new report from 
the National Center for Education Statistics 
shows that of the 1,314,506 faculty members 
at colleges that award federal fi nancial aid in 
fall 2005, 624,753, or 47.5 percent, were in 
part-time positions. That represents an increase 
in number and proportion from 2003, the last 
full survey of institutions, when 543,137 of 
the 1,173,556 professors (or 46.3 percent) at 
degree-granting institutions were part timers. 
(The statistics may not be directly comparable 
because the department reported part-time/full-
time fi gures only for degree-granting institutions 
in 2003, and for all Title IV institutions in 2005.)  
. . . Of the 675,624 full-time faculty members 
at degree-granting colleges and universities in 
2005, 414,574, or 61.4 percent, were either ten-
ured or on the tenure track. That is down from 
the 411,031 of 630,419 (or 65.2 percent) of pro-
fessors at degree-granting institutions who were 
tenured or tenure track in 2003.”
— Inside Higher Ed, March 28, 2007

Presidential priorities
“[Data] from the American Council on Educa-
tion offer us an in-depth look into how college 
presidents spend their time. Interestingly enough 
there is a noticeable difference in public institu-
tions versus private institutions. The chief con-
cern for public presidents is budget, followed by 
community relations, and fundraising. With the 
continued decrease in public funding for higher 
education in almost every state, it is not surpris-
ing that two of the top three uses of presidents’ 
time deal with generating and allocating re-
sources. The third, community relations, focuses 
on a school’s ability to garner local support so 
that initiatives can and will be supported at the 
local level. Arguably, this concern is also resource-
oriented. As for presidents at independent col-
leges and universities, more than half of their 
time is spent fundraising. This is followed by 
budgeting and strategic planning. Again, we see 
all three activities are closely tied to how to raise 
and allocate resources.”
— QuickTakes, Stamats, March 28, 2007

Textbook management
“Responding to student concerns and in some 
cases legislative mandates, a growing number 
of colleges are adopting book rental or buyback 
programs and urging professors to order books 
on time so their students have a chance to scour 
the market for the best deal. The University of 
North Carolina is considering going a step fur-
ther by adopting a plan that would require all its 
campuses to create a guaranteed rental or buy-
back program for large, lower-division courses. 
Faculty members who teach those courses would 
also be responsible for ordering their textbooks 
well in advance and agreeing to use the same 
title for two or three years. . . . A Government 
Accountability Offi ce study found that college 
textbook prices have risen at twice the rate of 
annual infl ation over the last two decades, but 
have not risen as much as tuition costs and other 
higher education expenses.”
— Inside Higher Ed, March 16, 2007

SUNY enrollment
“SUNY total enrollment for the fall of 2006 
increased for the ninth consecutive year to 
417,583 students. This is the largest number of 
students enrolled at SUNY since the system was 
created in 1948. . . . [M]inority student enroll-
ment and full-time student enrollment also rep-
resent the highest levels in SUNY history.”
— SUNY news release, March 5, 2007

College trends

 Nineteen Oswego students will be included in the 
2007 edition of Who’s Who Among Students in Ameri-
can Universities and Colleges. They will be honored 
at a campus reception April 14. They are Elizabeth 
Austin, a senior business administration major from 
Massena; Ashley Barnes, a senior anthropology ma-
jor from Olean; Jourdan Beardsley, a senior child-
hood education major from Syracuse; Kelly Bootier,
a senior childhood education major from Albany; 
Shelly Dann, a senior psychology and public justice 
major from Central Square; Sara Hamme, a senior 
broadcasting and mass communication major from 
Rochester; Nicole Hannon, a senior meteorology 
major from Delanson; Patricia Hollister, a senior 
biology major from Rome; Roseann Iacono, a senior 
adolescence education and English major from New 
City; Anthony Karge, a junior English and creative 
writing major from South Glens Falls; Cynthia Kel-
logg, a senior teaching English to speakers of other 
languages major from Canaseraga; Meredith Lerch,
a senior childhood education major from  Manlius; 
Ryan Lower, a senior linguistics major from Vernon; 
Lyndsey Marquit, a senior adolescence education 
major from Castleton-on-Hudson; Sarah Scherer, a 
senior adolescence education and English major from 
Kingston; Stephanie Schneider, a senior human 
resource management major from Seaford; Meagan 
Smith, a senior journalism and music major from 
Oswego; Christie Turenchalk, a senior human de-
velopment major from Maybrook; and Ryan Wood-
ward, a senior business administration major from 
Picton, Ontario. A campus nominating committee 
and editors of the Who’s Who directory have included 
the names of these students based on their academic 
achievement, service to the community, leadership in 
extracurricular activities and potential for continued 
success.

Robert Card, associate professor of philosophy, 
recently presented an invited talk at the University 
of Rochester Medical Center titled “Moral Prescrip-
tions: Conscientious Objection and Emergency 
Contraception.” The talk, part of Grand Rounds in 
the center’s department of obstetrics and gynecology, 
discussed the ethical issues surrounding medical pro-
fessionals’ refusals to dispense hormonal emergency 
contraception (e.g., Plan B). The audience in Roch-
ester consisted of approximately 75 medical profes-
sionals. In addition, the presentation was transmitted 

live via the Internet to medical centers in New York 
and Pennsylvania and was recorded for later viewing 
by professionals wishing to earn continuing medical 
education credits. 

 Michelle Collins, head women’s basketball coach, 
has earned a full scholarship to attend the 2007 Na-
tional Association of Collegiate Women Athletic 
Administrators/HERS Institute for Administrative 
Advancement at the Inverness Conference Center in 
Denver from May 29 to June 4. The institute is one 
of the only skills enhancement and development pro-
grams specifi cally geared toward women who want 
to pursue careers in athletics administration. The pro-
gram provides women with networking opportunities 
in intercollegiate athletics, leadership development, 
career enhancement tips, strategic and business plan-
ning tips and other resources to help them advance 
in the industry. A total of 40 women were selected 
nationally for the prestigious program. 

Claire Putala of the curriculum and instruction 
department was on the program Saturday at the Bib-
liographical Society of America conference “Birth 
of the Bestseller: The 19th Century Book in Britain, 
France, and Beyond” in New York City. Putala spoke 
on “Collecting ‘Old’ Bestsellers: Eliza Wright Os-
borne and Her Library” at the Morgan Library & Mu-
seum on Madison Avenue. The conference gathered 
participants from around the world and from a wide 
range of disciplines — including art history, liter-
ary history and cultural studies — to consider how 
19th century bestsellers came to dominate the public 
imagination.

 Two Oswego professors will kick off a new four-
seminar series “Achieving Quality in Patient-Cen-
tered Geriatric Care” co-sponsored by the college’s 
Institute for Professional and Organizational De-
velopment and Cayuga Community College. Paul 
Roodin will address “Contemporary Trends and 
Issues on Aging” on April 18, with Jody Fiorini
discussing “Strategies for Effective Communica-
tion and Confl ict Resolution.” Their talks are both 
at 6 p.m. on the Cayuga Community College Fulton 
campus. Sessions can be attended individually for 
a cost of $30, or $100 for all four weekly presenta-
tions. For more information, call 312-6430 or e-mail 
phoenix@oswego.edu. q

Picture this — Senior meteorology major Heather Sheffi eld begins selecting photographs for the display 
of “the beautiful and wild weather of Oswego” she will present during Quest April 18 in the hallways of 
Lanigan Hall. She is assembling about 20 photos that she and her colleagues in meteorology have taken 
across the seasons in Oswego County, including the news-making snowstorms of February. “I think peo-
ple don’t even realize everything they see out their window — there’s every type of weather here,” said 
Sheffi eld, who chose to come to Oswego from her home in Buffalo because of the college’s meteorology 
program and lakeside location. The pictorial will be one of more than 150 sessions in the annual celebra-
tion of scholarly and creative activities by Oswego’s faculty, staff and students.
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Spotlight

This week’s Campus Update Spotlight shines on 
Scott Roby, associate professor of astronomy and 
director of the Charles H. Jerred Planetarium in Piez 
Hall. He has taught at Oswego since 1987. The plan-
etarium hosts public shows at 7 p.m. every Sunday 
(except July, August and two weeks during the winter 
holidays).
 Q. What classes do you teach?

A. The astronomy staff rotates teaching, so it var-
ies. I teach “Introduction to Astronomy” all the time. 
I also teach “Solar System Astronomy,” “Modern 
Topics in Astronomy,” “Observational Lab in As-
tronomy,” “Advanced Astronomy” and “Introductory 
Astrophysics.” We also teach independent studies. 
In addition, I’m the adviser for the Astronomy Club, 
which meets weekly.
 Q. What is your educational background?

A. I have an undergraduate  B.S. in physics from 
MIT and an M.A. and a Ph.D. in astronomy from the 
University of Texas at Austin.
 Q. What are your research interests?
 A. Stellar atmospheres, spectroscopy of stars, 

composition of stars, interacting binaries and, most 
recently, extrasolar planets — those outside our solar 
system.
 Q. How would you describe your duties as plan-
etarium director?
 A. I design our shows — coming up with ideas, do-
ing research, writing scripts, selecting slides and mu-
sic, keeping things current in a changing fi eld. Since 
we started doing weekly public shows last April, 
overall planetarium attendance is up between 50 and 
100 percent. I’ve added seven new shows in the past 
year and always consider new ideas. It involves fi gur-
ing out audiences and what appeals to them. I also 
schedule planetarium programs with schoolchildren, 
scouts, seniors and any other interested groups. 
 Q. What is your favorite part of teaching at Os-
wego?

A. I love teaching — that’s one reason I’m at Os-
wego. Teaching is an integral part of our campus mis-
sion. I really enjoy seeing students or members of an 
audience understand a new idea, when the proverbial 
light bulb goes on over their heads.
 Q. What is your impression of Oswego’s stu-
dents?

A. They are very focused on their studies and their 
careers compared to the large public universities I 
previously knew at Oklahoma and Texas. You have 
a lot of students who know where they’re going and 
what they want. I’ve seen some exceptional students 
come through here.
 Q. What achievement are you most proud of?

A. I’m proud of setting up weekly public plan-
etarium shows, which are a fi rst for this 45-year-old 
planetarium. I’ve also had one or two research dis-
coveries. For example, it was exciting to be the fi rst 
person on the planet to prove and know that a certain 
class of stars was extremely defi cient in nitrogen, 
which is normally a very common element.
 Q. Do you have any hobbies?

A. I used to participate in community theatre. More 
recently, I have enjoyed hiking on trails throughout 
the Finger Lakes region. Books and movies are also a 
source of pleasure.

Q. What can you tell us about your family?
A. I live in Oswego. I like New York compared to 

Texas. I have family downstate and in Georgia, and I 
see them regularly. q

Storm seekers — Jason Keeler (left), a senior meteorology major, checks data from a tornado with me-
teorology faculty members Scott Steiger (top) and Robert Ballentine. Keeler will take the new “Storm 
Forecasting and Observation” summer course taught by Steiger, where students tour the Great Plains to 
observe extreme weather. Keeler also will give two presentations during Quest on April 18: “Forecasting 
Lake-Effect Thunderstorms” at 10:45 a.m. and “The 3 September 1995 Long Beach Island, New Jersey 
Waterspout: Supercellular or Not?” at 12:45 p.m., both in Room 103 of Lanigan Hall.

Storm-chasing course’s traveling classroom to follow extreme weather

Roby’s mission: to make audiences see stars

 Oswego will present a new summer program, 
“Storm Forecasting and Observation,” from May 28 
to June 16, studying extreme weather where it strikes. 
 The course may have the biggest classroom of 
any offering, as the class may spend time anywhere 
in Tornado Alley — from Texas to North Dakota, 
Colorado to Missouri — on any given day, said Scott 
Steiger of Oswego’s meteorology program.
 Steiger said the new course, presented by the Di-
vision of Continuing Education, is the only one he 
knows of in the Northeast. The handful of existing 
offerings are located at Midwestern colleges.
 The first week will include six hours of daily 
coursework — three each in the morning and evening 
— including lectures, classroom discussions, labora-
tory exercises and videos to recognize different storm 
conditions. “We want to give them a good back-
ground before we go out in the fi eld,” Steiger said.
 The next two weeks are a traveling storm-chasing 
adventure throughout the Great Plains where torna-
does are most prevalent. “Every morning, we’ll have 
a forecast discussion as a guide. Then we’ll travel to 
our target zone where we believe we’ll have the best 
chance to observe storms,” Steiger said, noting that 
the class will also stress observing the weather safely.
 The course does involve a lot of time on the road 
in a large van and uncertainty in what city they will 
book a hotel the next night. “One day, we could be 
in Texas, a few days later, we could be in North Da-
kota,” Steiger said.

Learning by observing
 “I want students to be able to learn how to forecast 
the weather, but also how to observe the weather,” 
Steiger explained. “By going out, looking at clouds, 
feeling the temperature and the moisture in the air, 
they are learning by observing.”
 Jason Keeler, a senior meteorology major from 
White Plains, said he has been interested in taking 
the storm-chasing course since it was proposed a few 
years ago. While he has “lost count of how many wa-
terspouts” he has seen on Lake Ontario, “I’d like to 
see some full-fl edged tornadoes,” Keeler said.
 The course represents “one more opportunity for 
me to be with the people I’ve been with for four years 
and see exciting weather,” Keeler said. “Even if there 
aren’t a lot of severe storms, I’ll be seeing a lot of the 
country I haven’t seen before.”
 Keeler is excited by the opportunity for real-time 
forecasting or “nowcasting.” “Every morning, we’ll 
be looking at the maps and fi guring what’s going to 
happen and where it will happen,” he said.
 Steiger has had discussions with NBC about the 
possibility of Oswego alumnus Al Roker joining 
the class on the road and considering segments on 
the “Today” show.
 While the three-credit course appeals most to 
meteorology students, Steiger said anyone capable 
of doing the coursework, including non-traditional 
learners, is invited to apply.
 Saying he looks forward to “living, eating and 
breathing severe weather,” Keeler adds: “It’s going 
to be intensive, but I couldn’t imagine spending three 
weeks any better way, in terms of education and fun.”
 For information or a brochure, contact Continuing 
Education at 312-2270 or summer@oswego.edu. q

— Tim Nekritz

his fraternity, Zeta Beta Tau. In the community, he 
was a member of the Campus-City Relations Com-
mittee and was named one of Oswego County’s 40 
Under 40. 
 Winnie was one of nine national semi-fi nalists 
in the Hollywood Reporter Key Arts Movie Com-
petition to create an outstanding fi lm trailer. He is 
co-director of Arts Alive, a student club. He took on 
several Web design projects on campus and devel-
oped Web sites for community organizations. His 
campus honors include the Grant Arnold Award, SA 
Juried Art Exhibition Purchase Award and Jessie and 
Jay Rudolph Award. He received a Clark Foundation 
Scholarship from the private foundation in Coopers-
town. q

Chancellor honors seven
Continued from page 1
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Calendar highlights

Miró musicians — The acclaimed Miró Quartet will have a three-day residency at SUNY Oswego and in 
the community from April 9 to 11. The quartet consists of, from left, Daniel Ching on violin, John Largess 
on viola, Sandy Yamamoto on violin and Joshua Gindele on cello.                       Photo by Christian Steiner

Sharon L. Newman, an executive producer with 
MSNBC and a 1979 graduate of SUNY Oswego, will 
speak at the college’s Honors Convocation at 3 p.m. 
Friday, April 20, in the Hewitt Union ballroom. 
 SUNY Oswego’s annual Honors Convocation rec-
ognizes academic excellence among Oswego’s stu-
dents. Each academic department selects outstanding 
students for recognition. This year, 90 students will 
be honored for their achievements. The ceremony be-
gins and ends with a formal academic procession of 
robed faculty and administrators.
 Newman began her broadcast journalism career 
while attending Oswego, where she received her 
bachelor’s degree magna cum laude. She spent the 
next eight years as an anchor/reporter for public radio 
in Rochester and Buffalo. 
 At WXXI-FM in Rochester, she collected more 
than a dozen state and national awards for her cover-
age of politics, education and nuclear power issues. 
At Buffalo’s all-news WEBR-AM, she produced and 
anchored several award-winning series and became 
news director in 1985.
 She joined NBC Radio in 1987. Newman reported 
and produced from both national political conven-
tions in 1988 and was executive producer of NBC 

• No classes, April 5 and 6

• Speaker Ruth Gruber, April 11

• Miró Quartet concert, April 11

• Rice Creek Rambles, April 14 and 21

• Quest, April 18

• Honors Convocation, April 20

For a more complete calendar, see SUNY Oswego 
Events online at www.oswego.edu/news/calendar/. q

Broadcast journalist, Oswego alum to give Honors Convocation keynote

 Ruth Gruber, a witness to history as an internation-
al correspondent for the New York Herald Tribune 
in the 1930s and emissary for President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s Secretary of Interior Harold Ickes, will 
speak on April 11 as part of the college’s Jewish 
Awareness Week. 
 Gruber will show photographs taken on her assign-
ments that appear in her latest book Witness and give 
an oral history of these never-before-seen photos at 
12:40 p.m. in the Hewitt Union Ballroom. The SUNY 
Oswego Jewish Student Union/Hillel and Student As-
sociation sponsor her College Hour visit. 
 Richard Holbrooke, former ambassador to the 
United Nations, has said, “If you want to know about 
the black hole of history between the end of World 
War II and the founding of Israel, go to Ruth Gruber.”
 The photographs and stories behind them chronicle 
not only the daring adventures of one woman, but 
also provide new insights into some of the most dra-
matic events of the last century.

Big stories
 Gruber will discuss: 
- Her travels across Europe and the Soviet Arctic, 
where she was the fi rst journalist to go to the Siberian 
Gulag and photograph the new cities being built by 
pioneers and prisoners under Stalin. 
- Her 1943 photographs of the building of the Alaska 
highway by 11,000 soldiers, mostly black men from 
the South.
- Her top-secret World War II assignment accompa-
nying 1,000 refugees — including the only Jewish 
refugees allowed into this country — to Fort Ontario 
in Oswego (this part of her life was made into a CBS 
mini-series with Natasha Richardson as Gruber and 
was the subject of her book Haven). 
- The 1947 arrival of the ship Exodus, which was try-
ing to deliver 4,500 Jewish refugees, including 600 
orphans, to Israel when British destroyers attacked 
the ship (the subject of Leon Uris’ bestselling novel 
Exodus, based on Gruber’s earlier book, and the 
1960 Otto Preminger movie with an all-star cast 
headed by Paul Newman). 
 In 1998, Gruber received a lifetime achievement 
award from the American Society of Journalists and 
Authors. In 2001, the State University of New York 
awarded her an honorary doctor of humane letters 
degree at Oswego. 
 She is the author of 19 books, including I Went to 
the Soviet Arctic, Destination Palestine, Haven and
Raquela. She lives in New York City. Haven was the 
fi rst selection of the college’s annual Oswego Read-
ing Initiative. 

Radio’s election night coverage that year. 
 She later became a Washington-based correspon-
dent for both NBC and Mutual Radio, reporting from 
Capitol Hill, the Pentagon during the Persian Gulf 
War and Los Angeles during the 1992 riots. She has 
chased hurricanes to the Mexican border and covered 
the 1992 presidential election and the inauguration of 
President Bill Clinton.
 She joined ABC News in 1993 as a producer/writer 
for “World News Now,” “World News This Morn-
ing” and “Good Morning America News.” She was 
named executive producer of ABC News “World 
News Now” in 2000 and supervised overnight news 
coverage of the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, the ABC 
Network anthrax scare and the latest war in Iraq.
 Newman is currently the executive producer for 
MSNBC’s Internet-centric program “The Most with 
Alison Stewart.” Newman joined MSNBC in 2003 
as executive producer of “Lester Holt Live” and then 
became executive producer of “Connected Coast to 
Coast” with hosts Ron Reagan and Monica Crowley. 
 Sponsored by the women’s honor society Vega, 
Honors Convocation is one of the featured events of a 
week of activities devoted to recognition of academic 
achievement. Among the many events that week are 

Quest, the college’s annual symposium of presenta-
tions by faculty and students of their research and 
creative projects, on April 18, and ceremonies induct-
ing students into various honor societies or recogniz-
ing their attainments, including listing in the national 
directory Who’s Who Among Students in American 
Colleges and Universities.
 Newman will also participate in SUNY Oswego’s 
Alumni-in-Residence program that week, speaking in 
classes about her path to success in broadcast journal-
ism. q

Ruth Gruber returns, 
will offer living history

The Miró Quartet will wrap up SUNY Oswego’s 
Ke-Nekt Chamber Music Series with a campus and 
community residency from April 9 to 11.
 The residency will culminate with a performance at 
7:30 p.m. April 11 in the Sheldon Hall ballroom. 
 The quartet consists of violinists Daniel Ching and 
Sandy Yamamoto, John Largess on viola and Joshua 
Gindele on cello.
 Performing and offering residencies on campus are 
a rewarding part of their work, Ching said. “College 
audiences are not biased about what they hear,” he 
explained. “They go in with an open mind . . . at the 
same time, that open mind challenges us to give them 
something interesting to listen to. If it’s not engaging 
enough, they’ll tune out or let us know . . . or both!”
 On campus, the group will present “Backstage with 
Miró Quartet” in Tyler Art Gallery at 7:30 p.m. April 
9. They will speak to Linda Loomis’ journalism class 
at 2:20 p.m. April 10 in Room 41 of Tyler Hall.
 Members of the group will perform selections and 
answer audience questions at an informance during 

the April 11 College Hour at 12:40 p.m. in Room 41 
of Tyler Hall. The informance is free and open to the 
public.
 The visit will also include a pair of free presenta-
tions around Oswego County. The Miró Quartet will 
provide an informance at 2 p.m. April 9 at Springside 
at Seneca Hill. A similar session where they play 
pieces and discuss their work will take place at the 
Pulaski Congregational Church at 10 a.m. April 10. 
 The performance and residency activities are sup-
ported by Chamber Music America through a 2006-
07 Residency Partnership Program Grant. Funding 
has been provided by the JPMorgan Chase Residency 
Re-Grant Program, a program of the JPMorgan Chase 
Foundation, and the Chamber Music America Resi-
dency Endowment Fund. 
 Rob Auler of SUNY Oswego’s music faculty will 
host the full-length April 11 evening concert and will 
perform with the quartet.
 For concert reservations, contact Tyler box offi ce at 
312-2141 or tickets@oswego.edu. q

Quartet to present music, knowledge to campus, community


