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College updates study 
of economic and other 
impacts on community
 A newly updated study shows that SUNY Oswego 
had an economic impact of $261.7 million last year 
on the seven-county Central New York region and 
injected $137.3 million into the Oswego County 
economy last year.
 “Prospering Together: 2005-06” goes beyond dol-
lars to detail many of the effects the college has on the 
neighboring area in terms of economic development, 
educational and civic support, and cultural enrichment.
 “There is no easy or shorthand way of assessing the 
impact of an institution of higher learning,” President 
Deborah F. Stanley said. “This document gives an 
indication of how inextricably our college is woven 
into the fabric of the community, engendering ben-
efi ts that touch all its citizens.”
 The economic impact study noted that the campus 
had 1,912 full-time-equivalent employees, making it 
the top employer in the county and one of the largest 
in Central New York, with a payroll of $84 million. 
 The spending of the college and its students, fac-
ulty and staff created an additional 2,261 jobs in 
Oswego County plus another 1,664 jobs in six neigh-
boring counties — Onondaga, Cayuga, Jefferson, 
Lewis, Oneida and Madison, the study found.
 “The purchasing power of our employees com-
bined with that of the college itself and the goods and 
services consumed by our 8,200 students help drive 
the regional economy,” Stanley said.
 Students are active in the economy both as con-
sumers and producers. The report’s new survey data 
indicated that students spent $19.1 million within 
Oswego County and $24.3 million in all in the seven-
county region. 
 Students provided nearly 90,000 hours of service 
as interns and 260,000 hours of service as volunteers 
to businesses, government offi ces, and non-profi t 
agencies such as youth organizations, nursing homes 
and community agencies last year. 
 The report cites other ways SUNY Oswego benefi ts 
the local economy, such as its Small Business Devel-
opment Center and noncredit development programs 
for entrepreneurs, businesses’ employees, and indi-
viduals seeking career advancement.

More than economic effects
 The college adds to the quality of life in the area 
by providing educational and cultural opportuni-
ties and enhances the area through the research and 
volunteer activities of its faculty, staff and students. 
Among such items mentioned in the report are Proj-
ect SMART’s partnership to improve teaching in 
public schools; the dozens of art exhibitions, concerts 
and plays available for community people to attend; 
WRVO, one of the top public radio stations in the 
country by ratings; research to protect rare and en-
dangered species in the region and to improve lake-
effect storm forecasting; students’ volunteer income 
tax assistance to county residents; the college-based 
Retired Senior Volunteer Program; and faculty lead-
ership in community organizations.
 Joseph Grant Jr., vice president for student affairs 
and enrollment, said the “Prospering Together: 2005-
06” brochure will be distributed to state legislators, 
the governor and SUNY system administration of-
fi cials. It will also be shared with Oswego County 
legislators, business people and others. 
 “Many people understand in a general way that the 
college is important to the health and vitality of the 
community,” he said, “but this report is eye opening 
in the details it reveals about the college’s multi-
faceted infl uence.” q       — Julie Harrison Blissert

Championship effort — For the men’s ice hockey team, the 2006-07 season began with a new home 
in the Campus Center and concluded with Oswego as the new home of the NCAA Division III cham-
pions. The Lakers took a tough road in winning the fi rst team national championship in the college’s 
history, going into overtime twice, fi rst to defeat the nation’s No. 1 team and then to dethrone the reign-
ing champion. At the Frozen Four in Superior, Wisc., Oswego defeated defending three-time champion 
Middlebury in the title game 4-3 in overtime Sunday on Garren Reisweber’s breakaway goal. Junior 
goalie Ryan Scott is shown making one of his 47 saves — a Division III championship game record 
— against Middlebury. In the semifi nal game Saturday, the Lakers won another 4-3 overtime thriller, 
over top-seeded St. Norbert, on a goal by senior captain Ryan Woodward. In terms of winning the 
championship, the third time was the charm for the program, which also advanced to the national title 
game but lost in 1987 and 2003.                Photo by Larry Radloff

World Community looks to offer global welcome
 A new campus group is working to make sure the 
college’s international community feels more at home.
 Called the World Community, the informal group 
gives international faculty, staff and students — and 
anyone with an interest in other countries — oppor-
tunities to interact and feel welcome, said Gurdeep 
Skolnik, assistant director of continuing education. 
 “Over the years that I have been here, I have 
noticed that there is a siz-
able number of international 
faculty and staff as well 
as colleagues who have an 
international interest,” said 
Skolnik, who spearheads the 
group. 
 “I’ve noticed people from 
one country may not even be 
aware that there is another 
person from their country on campus or in the com-
munity,” she added. “I thought it may be a good idea 
to provide an opportunity for people to meet.”
 Skolnik contacted other members of the campus 
and community with the goal of forming “an inclusive 
group that could be a resource to each other, to new 
faculty and staff, and to international students.” Tania 
Ramalho of the curriculum and instruction depart-
ment suggested the World Community moniker, which 
members thought fi t their global goal, Skolnik noted.
 The initial planning of about a dozen people from 
across the campus and around the world culminated 
with an ethnic potluck dinner in spring 2006. Another 
such dinner took place last fall, with an aim of incor-
porating new faculty into the loop.
 “Everyone who attended it enjoyed interacting with 
each other in a relaxed manner while enjoying some 
delicious home-cooked food,” Skolnik said.
 The World Community feeds a growing need, as 
campus job searches have seen more and more inter-

national candidates, yielding an increasingly diverse 
roster of faculty and staff, said Marta Santiago, the 
college’s human resources manager and affi rmative-
action offi cer.
 “I think it’s a great concept because we’re trying to 
develop students who understand a global environ-
ment and could end up working in a multicultural 
environment,” Santiago said. “This group is one more 

opportunity for people to 
have exposure to those 
whose cultures and back-
grounds are different 
from their own.”
     The group is planning 
another potluck social 
before the end of the 
spring semester. Organiz-
ers are open to additional 

ideas and new members, including those not from 
overseas. For instance, people who plan to travel 
abroad may fi nd the group a good place to talk with 
those from their potential destination.
 The network could have additional benefi ts, such 
as offering an international student feeling homesick 
an opportunity to visit with a World Community 
member “who is either from the same country as the 
student or who is culturally attuned to the student,” 
Skolnik explained. 
 “It’s part of what we’re all trying to create, which 
is a campus climate that’s inviting,” Santiago said.
 One of the group’s active members, Kestas Ben-
dinskas of the chemistry department, maintains 
a listserve for those interested in World Commu-
nity activities. To be added to the listserve, e-mail 
bendinsk@oswego.edu.
 For other information about the World Community, 
contact Skolnik at 312-2270 or gskolnik@oswego.
edu. q    — Tim Nekritz

It’s a great concept because we’re 

trying to develop students who under-

stand a global environment and could 

end up working in a multicultural envi-

ronment.  — Marta Santiago
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People in action

College trends

Space exploration — Senior studio art major and McNair Scholar Heather Bivens works on “Space: 
A Figurative Expansion,” which will appear in the 44th annual Juried Student Art Exhibition. Students 
have been preparing submissions for the popular show, which will open in Tyler Art Gallery with a recep-
tion from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, March 30. For more information, call Tyler Art Gallery at 312-2113.

Juried Student Art Exhibition opening next week
 The 44th annual Juried Student Art Exhibition fea-
turing top work from Oswego students will open at 
Tyler Art Gallery with a public reception from 6 to 8 
p.m. Friday, March 30. 
 The reception will include an awards presentation 
for the juried exhibition at 7 p.m. Visitors may view 
the exhibitions through April 25.
 For many years, the Student Association Art Ex-
hibition Committee has been an active sponsor and 
participant in the juried exhibition, which is tradition-
ally the most popular gallery event of the year. This 
exhibition will feature original artwork in a variety of 
media such as ceramics, oils and acrylics, watercol-
ors, photographs, graphic design, drawings, sculpture, 
mixed media and video.

 The exhibition is a competition open to any under-
graduate student enrolled at SUNY Oswego. Invited 
jurors review the submitted entries and make the fi nal 
selections. This year’s jurors are Donna Lamb, execu-
tive director of the Schweinfurth Art Center in Au-
burn, and Marc V. Stress of stressdesign in Syracuse.
 The spring Master of Arts Thesis Exhibition, fea-
turing recent work by graphic design major Sarah 
Haig, will open and run concurrently with the juried 
exhibition. Haig’s mixed-media installation, inspired 
by the stories of survivors of abuse, fulfi lls a fi nal re-
quirement for her master of arts degree.
 Tyler Art Gallery exhibitions and programs are free 
and open to the public. Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. weekdays and 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. weekends. q

Senior broadcasting major Brooke Wacha has 
earned a place in the prestigious International Radio 
and Television Society’s Summer Fellowship Pro-
gram in New York City. Around 800 students apply 
for the 15 to 20 slots in this program that teaches up-
and-coming communicators about the business world 
through an all-expense-paid fellowship. The nine-week 
program includes practical experience and career-
planning advice. During fi rst-week orientation, stu-
dents have an opportunity to question industry pro-
fessionals at panels, lectures and group discussions; 
take several related fi eld trips; and learn to develop 
networking skills by attending industry social func-
tions. The last eight weeks are spent working full-time 
at selected New York-based corporations. During her 
time at Oswego, Wacha has worked extensively in 
radio, interning and volunteering at WRVO as well as 
working at WNYO for four semesters.

K. Brad Wray, associate professor in philosophy, 
has a paper forthcoming in the journal Erkenntnis.
The paper is titled “A Selectionist Explanation for the 
Success and Failures of Science.” q

Musical talent to be showcased 
at ‘Collage’ fundraising concert
 Students and faculty from the music department 
will showcase their skills during the “Collage” fund-
raising concert at 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 30, in Ty-
ler Hall’s Waterman Theatre.
 The fast-paced show will feature “a series of spot-
light pieces moving from one performance to another 
so that the effect is an integrated program of music,” 
said music faculty member Rob Auler, who coordi-
nates the annual performance.
 Past programs moved so quickly there wasn’t even 
time for applause until intermission or the end of the 
show, he added.
 Music will encompass classical, jazz and show 
tunes performed by large ensembles, smaller select 
combos, chamber groups and soloists. 
 This year’s “Collage” has seen the most student au-
ditions ever, and they were impressive enough to all 
be included, Auler said.
 Individual student involvement will include four 
pianists, two vocal soloists and a student composition 
that will be performed by a faculty quartet. Groups 
performing will include the College Choir, College-
Community Orchestra, Concert Band, State Singers, 
SUNY Oswego Jazz Ensemble and Recorder Consort.
 A special highlight will be a performance by the 
Oswego Jazz Project with special guest Rick Bales-
tra on guitar. The group’s self-titled CD will also be 
available for sale at the show.
 Cost to attend is $10 ($5 for seniors, students and 
SUNY Oswego students). All proceeds benefi t the 
SUNY Oswego Music Department Excellence Fund.
 The college’s “Business of Music” class is selling 
tickets for the show as part of a group assignment, 
with tickets also available through Tyler box offi ce at 
312-2141 or tickets@oswego.edu. q

Art, craft works invited for exhibit 
 Entries for the Faculty/Staff Art Exhibition in Pen-
fi eld Library’s Lake Effect Café should be submitted 
to Deale Hutton in the library between April 2 and 5. 
 This third annual art exhibit for staff and faculty 
will open with a reception from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
April 12. It will run from April 11 to May 20. 
 There is a limit of two entries per person. Work 
must have been completed in the last two years. Art-
work can be fi ne art (such as painting, photography, 
sculpture) or craft (such as needlework, quilts, jew-
elry). Prizes will be awarded for best of show. q

Retirement trends
“‘Survey of Changes in Faculty Retirement Poli-
cies 2007’ is based on responses from more than 
500 public and private colleges and universities. 
. . . As faculty members live longer and age in their 
jobs, institutions are only beginning to recognize 
the ‘complexity’ of the retirement process, said 
Valerie Martin Conley, the report’s author and 
the director of the Center for Higher Education at 
Ohio University. . . . Health insurance is the ‘sleep-
ing giant in the room,’ Ms. Conley said. While 82 
percent of responding institutions reported that 
faculty retirees continued to be eligible for group 
health insurance, the percentage of the costs those 
institutions bore varied widely. And health benefi ts 
may not be guaranteed to continue throughout 
retirement years, Ronald G. Ehrenberg, . . . direc-
tor of the Cornell Higher Education Research 
Institute, pointed out. Employers are prevented by 
law from slashing retirement-income benefi ts once 
the benefi ciary has begun collecting payments, he 
said, . . . but health-care benefi ts can be modifi ed 
or eliminated at any point, either unilaterally or 
through collective bargaining. That creates a wor-
risome uncertainty for retirees that is not likely 
to go away, he said. Since 1994, when mandatory 
retirement for tenured faculty members became il-
legal under federal law, it has become common for 
universities to offer incentives to encourage faculty 
members to retire before age 70, the new survey 
shows. Institutions are also increasingly offering 
phased-retirement policies. . . .”
— Academe Today, The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, March 13, 2007

State funding nationally
“State and local support for public higher educa-
tion has been falling, but rebounded in fi scal year 
2006. The State Higher Education Executives Of-
fi cers’ annual survey of higher education fi nance 
found that state and local support per student 
increased to $6,325 per student (up 5.1 percent 
from last year), but is still below the $7,371 high 
point in 2001. During the past fi ve years, enroll-
ment went up by 14.8 percent but state and local 
support per student fell by 14.2 percent. Part of 
this year’s rebound was due to a lower increase 
in the number of students enrolled in college and 
government appropriations up 7.6 percent.”
— Inside Higher Ed, March 8, 2007

U.S. needs to hustle 
“The United States needs to boost college gradu-
ation rates 37 percent, or 16 million students, by 
2025 in order to stay competitive with the most ed-
ucated countries. According to a new Jobs for the 
Future report, the U.S. is among the top fi ve coun-
tries with young people attending college but 16th 
in graduating them. Minorities, adults returning to 
college, low-income, and other underrepresented 
student groups will likely make up the majority of 
the 16 million degrees needed. The report recom-
mends that meeting this goal will require higher 
education leaders to contain costs, strengthen col-
laborations between two-year and four-year institu-
tions, reduce remedial work, and incorporate more 
technology into the classroom.”
— Inside Higher Ed, March 8, 2007

Oversight power
“College governing boards should increasingly 
fl ex their oversight powers in areas such as fac-
ulty relations, legal risks, and the accountability 
push in higher education, several experts said 
[March 5] at the annual meeting of the Associa-
tion of Governing Boards of Universities and 
Colleges. The meeting . . . has featured the theme 
that board members can no longer be disengaged 
and act as mere rubber stampers for college ad-
ministrators, as was often true in the past, and 
must now commit signifi cant amounts of time 
and expertise to their duties.”
— Academe Today, The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, March 6, 2007



 Quest will see a number of innovations on April 18, 
as several segments move to the new Campus Center, 
an evening portion is added for graduate students, 
a student-designed Web page introduces the online 
program, and student radio station WNYO broadcasts 
live in spots throughout the day, said Jack Gelfand, 
director of research administration and development.
 This year’s featured guest speaker will be Brad 
Hill, editorial director of Weblogs Inc., an AOL com-
pany and the world’s largest blog publisher. He will 
speak on “Citizen Media and the Battle for Cultural 
Control” at 1 p.m. in the Campus Center arena, which 
is even now being converted from an ice rink to a 
convocation space.
 Hill has worked in the online fi eld since 1992, 
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Quest ’07 grows into Campus Center, adds evening session

Inspiring words — Master’s art student Sarah Haig works on a multimedia piece for her exhibition in 
Tyler Art Gallery, which will be the topic of her presentation at Quest on April 18, “Piecework: A Narra-
tive of Abuse.” She is writing the words of survivors of abuse on the glass panel, which will be backed by 
painted fabric inspired by their stories. Her installation, opening next week, deals with the long-term ef-
fects of abuse on both victims and survivors.

tracking the evolution of the rapidly shifting worlds 
of online investing, digital music and cyber culture 
generally. Hill is the author of over 20 books for con-
sumers, including  Blogging for Dummies.
 As a speaker, he said, he “demystifi es the emerg-
ing networked world for industry professionals and 
end-users alike.” He has been interviewed widely 
in the press and served as a consultant to Princeton 
University’s online curriculum venture.
 Immediately following Hill’s talk, Quest posters 
and demonstrations will be featured from 2 to 4 p.m. 
in the Campus Center arena. 
 The 20 posters — such as meteorology senior 
Heather Sheffi eld’s photo gallery of “the beautiful 
and wild weather of Oswego” — will be available 

in the Campus Center throughout the day, but their 
creators will be on hand to discuss them with visitors 
during this time. 
 Demonstrations will include four in art: sculpture 
molding, fi gurative bronze casting, pot throwing and 
printmaking.
 Also in the realm of the arts, music students will 
perform a two-hour recital at a time and place to be 
determined, and the theatre department will present 
scenes from “Lost in a Viral Paradise,” by video, and 
“The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie,” live, together with 
analysis of the works by artists and scholars in Hewitt 
Union’s Bell Auditorium.
 As usual, most of the day will be devoted to gener-
ally short presentations by students and faculty on 
their scholarly and creative pursuits, about 150 in all 
this year. They will take place in Lanigan Hall, Pen-
fi eld Library and Hewitt Union as well as the Campus 
Center. Examples of the varied topics are “Snakebite 
Envenomization,” “The Art of Being a DJ” and “At 
Risk Male Students.”

Graduate presentations
 The graduate session from 5 to 7 p.m. will consist 
of one panel and three individual presentations. Some 
graduate presentations will take place during the day 
as well, including “Piecework: A Narrative of Abuse” 
by Sarah Haig, who will talk about her master’s the-
sis exhibition now on display in Tyler Art Gallery.
 The 12 panels and discussions will include “The 
Many Voices of William Blake,” the Romantic Eng-
lish poet, and the annual women’s studies panel, 
where this year’s topic is “The Poetics of Gender De-
formation.”
 The awards ceremony that traditionally has closed 
Quest will move this year to Friday of that week, 
Honors Week, during the College Hour time slot, 
Gelfand said, to make room during Quest for the new 
evening graduate session.
 The program schedule for Quest is now in press. 
By early April, the Quest Web page — complete with 
abstracts of all presentations and a competitively de-
signed front page by students in Cara Thompson’s art 
class — will go live from www.oswego.edu/quest. q

— Julie Harrison Blissert

‘New Voices’ one-act plays set stage for real-life learning

Hearing ‘Voices’ — From left, Laura Pavlus, Daniel Nau, Amanda Acobes and Quinn Etchie share 
a light moment during a rehearsal for the upcoming “New Voices” festival of one-act plays. They are 
among the student playwrights, directors and actors gaining experience through this annual collabora-
tion. The admission-free staging of six 10-minute plays will take place at 7 p.m. March 31 and April 1 in 
Tyler Hall’s lab theatre.

 Student playwrights, directors and actors are gain-
ing experience while providing entertainment through 
the “New Voices” festival of one-act plays, set for at 7 
p.m. March 31 and April 1 in Tyler Hall’s lab theatre.
 Admission is free for the annual staged reading of 
six 10-minute plays. A faculty panel selects top sub-
mitted works, working with the theatre department to 
assign directors.
 Students Amanda Acobes and Sara Weiler will 
each direct three short plays. Acobes will helm Quinn 
Etchie’s “Endearing Aspects of Each Other,” Melinda 
Januszca’s “Flushed” and Stuart Stevens II’s “Ramble 
Kid.” Weiler will stage “A Time to Grieve” by Kim-
berly Saunders, “Happy” by Madeline Phillips and 
“Strangers and Robots” by Kevin Hollenbeck.
 Unlike traditional productions, this collaboration be-
tween Oswego’s English and creative writing and the-
atre departments is designed to have the playwrights 
actively involved in the development of the piece.
 “I think that New Voices is the perfect outlet for 
new writers to express themselves and have their 
words brought to life on stage for both them and the 
audience to experience,” Acobes said. “I really enjoy 
the material each year because it is always fresh and 
different. The material ranges in genre and overall it 
is just really exciting material to work with.”
 Acobes, who acted in previous editions, is enjoying 
the “fun and exciting” opportunity in the director’s 
chair. She and Weiler have worked on everything 
from casting to leading rehearsals to publicity, honing 
or picking up skills along the way.
 “Scheduling has probably been the most challeng-
ing aspect of this production so far,” said Acobes, 
a junior theatre major from New York City, who 
juggled this project with acting in “Lost in a Viral 
Paradise” and the upcoming “The Prime of Miss Jean 

Brodie.” “I’ve defi nitely learned how to balance my 
time as well as the time of others more effi ciently and 
it’s kept me on my toes.”
 The writers are learning about collaboration and 
what it takes to translate their words to the stage.
 “I became interested in New Voices when I realized 

it would give me an opportunity to work with a direc-
tor and actors,” Etchie said. “Plus, it would give me 
some experience for when I bring my plays out into 
the real world.”
 A junior adolescence education major from Fort 

See ‘New Voices,’ page 4 
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Calendar highlights

Announcements

• Spring recess, now to March 23

• Rice Creek Ramble, March 24

• General faculty meeting, March 26

• Stand-up comic Tissa Hami, March 28

• Human Rights Concert, March 28

• Tyler Art Gallery opening, March 30 

• “Collage” concert, March 30

• Conference on information visualization, March 
30 and 31

• “New Voices,” March 31 and April 1

• College Open House, April 2

• No classes, April 5 and 6

For a more complete calendar, see SUNY Oswego 
Events online at www.oswego.edu/news/calendar/. q

Spotlight

Helpful professors, friendly students make impression on Brass
This week’s Campus Update Spotlight shines on 

Ruthie Brass, a Deans’ Scholar from Buffalo. The 
freshman childhood education major lives in John-
son Hall.
 Q. What made you want to attend SUNY Os-
wego?
 A. I wanted to be New York state certifi ed for 
teaching and attend a New York state school. Os-
wego is known for having an amazing and accredited 
education program. Also, being from Buffalo and 
growing up on the shore of Lake Erie, being on Lake 
Ontario made me feel like home.
 Q. What is your favorite part of being at Os-
wego?
 A. I found that the faculty is really helpful. The 
people I’ve met have become my best friends here. I 
hurt my knee recently — I tore my ACL — and there 
were so many people who went out of their way to 
make me feel better, especially faculty and staff.
 Q. What is your impression of other Oswego 
students?

A. I think everyone is willing to help each other 
out. They are very active and friendly. I just think of 
everyone as very welcoming. 
 Q. Do you have any hobbies?
  A. I love to dance, sing, play sports, run, basically 
anything that is active or is outside. I love to volun-
teer. I spent a week in West Virginia building houses 
for the poor and that was very rewarding. 
 Q. What achievement are you most proud of?

A. Being selected as one of the fi ve people in New 
York state to get the PTA scholarship award. That 

was a big accomplishment. It involved several mutli-
hour interviews.

Q. Have you thought about your plans after col-
lege yet?
 A. I want to teach in science or English. I would 
love to move south and experience a different part 
of the country. I would love to coach high school la-
crosse or basketball. q

Ann, Etchie describes “Endearing Aspects of Each 
Other” as “a romantic comedy with a contemporary, 
witty feel to it” about high-school sweethearts who 
meet for the first time in ten years at a reunion. 
Meetings with Acobes and watching rehearsals have 
led to revising the work to make sure it fl ows better 
on stage.
 “As an actress myself, I know what it’s like to be on 
the stage, but I want to see how things work from the 
other side as well,” Etchie said. “It’s a fun process.”
 Januszca, a junior elementary education major 
from Liverpool, submitted a piece she worked on for 
Brad Korbesmeyer’s playwriting class at the profes-
sor’s suggestion. “I thought it would be fun to see it 
read on stage,” she said. 
 As the process unfolds, Januszca has continuously 
revised her piece, a dark comedy about three siblings 
trying to fi gure out what to do with their mothers’ 
remains. 
 “I expect to learn that after you write something, 
anything, you should revisit it to make it your 
best,” Januszca said. “Also, I am not a writer, but 
seeing as I had such fun, and I entered this, in the 
future I should try new things that are outside of 
my comfort zone.” q  — Tim Nekritz

‘New Voices’ next week
Continued from page 3

Students constructing houses 
down south during spring break
 Not everyone would consider rural Pennsylvania 
and Virginia ideal spring-break locales, yet more than 
20 Oswego students are there this week working on 
much more than a tan.
 The students are taking part in Habitat for Human-
ity’s Collegiate Challenge, spending about a week 
building homes for families in need. One team was 
headed for Uniontown, Pa., the other bound for Ex-
more, Va.
 Oswego has participated in eight previous break 
programs — seven in spring, one in winter — in 
support of the Habitat for Humanities program, said 
Christy Huynh, who coordinates the college’s Center 
for Service Learning and Community Service. About 
100 Oswego students have taken part over those years, 
she said.
 “Students gain a sense of civic responsibility and 
understand more deeply how their engagement in the 
community is vital,” Huynh explained. “They create 
friendships that last throughout college and beyond, 
and often become more engaged in our campus chap-
ter of Habitat for Humanity and other community-
service initiatives.”
 The experience has led some Oswego students to 
pursue community-service jobs or full-time volunteer 
programs after graduating, Huynh added.
 Nationally, around 12,500 students will take part 
in the Collegiate Challenge, building homes in 235 
locations. q

College to host interdisciplinary 
‘conversation’ on information  
 SUNY Oswego will bring together researchers and
artists from several disciplines for “At the Intersection: 
A Conversation Between Art and Science on Informa-
tion Visualization,” a conference March 30 and 31.
 The two-day conference, hosted by the college’s 
Center for Communication and Information Technol-
ogy, looks to create interaction and dialogue between 
professionals in art, graphic design, human-computer 
interaction, information science, technology and re-

lated fi elds. It is part of the State University of New 
York’s Conversation in the Disciplines series.
 The goal is to stimulate discussion on how digital 
imaging technology has transformed the ways people 
can communicate information visually, as advances in 
computer graphics have made visual electronic media 
the basis of the modern information delivery system.
 “Our primary goal for this conference is presenting 
work that stands at that intersection between art, sci-
ence and technology in order to encourage and stimu-
late discussion among a diverse group of scholars and 
practitioners,” said Cynthia Clabough, a professor of 
graphic design and a conference organizer.
 Visiting speakers will include Joseph Ballay of 
Carnegie Mellon University, Carla Diana of the Sa-
vannah College of Art and Design, Andruid Kerne of 
Texas A & M University, Paul Vanouse of the Uni-
versity of Buffalo and Christa Erickson of SUNY 
Stony Brook.
 The “At the Intersection” conference will begin at 
12:30 p.m. Friday, March 30. Sessions will wrap up 
by 5 p.m. Saturday, March 31.
 For registration information, a full schedule, costs 
to attend and additional details, visit www.oswego.
edu/resources/ccit/. q

Muslim stand-up comic slated 
during next week’s College Hour 
 Muslim stand-up comic Tissa Hami will present 
her unique perspective on life as an Iranian-American 
woman at 12:40 p.m. Wednesday, March 28, in Wa-
terman Theatre. The free event is part of the College 
Hour.
 Hami, one of the world’s few female Muslim 
stand-up comics, said that her career in comedy, and 
its ability to dispel cultural myths, has special sig-
nifi cance in her life. “I’m not just a comedian, I tell 
myself — I’m an activist, a pioneer, a revolutionary,” 
Hami said. 
 Her performances cover topics ranging from the 
scrutiny of airport security to the stereotype that Ira-
nian women are “voiceless and weak.” Hami, who 
performs in an Islamic hijab, hopes her comedy will 
help break down stereotypes about Muslim women 

and foster understanding between Iranians and 
Americans.
 Hami’s comedy has been featured at venues such 
as New York’s Caroline’s and Stand-Up and universi-
ties from Yale to Brown. She holds bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in international affairs from Ivy 
League universities. 
 By day, Hami is the coordinator of admissions 
and recruiting for international development pro-
grams at Harvard University’s Kennedy School of 
Government. q

Police report
 Since March 2, University Police investigated sev-
eral cases of theft, trespass and vandalism and made 
six arrests.
 Police charged a 19-year-old Onondaga Hall resi-
dent and a 19-year-old Liverpool man with second-
degree burglary and fourth-degree grand larceny, both 
felonies. They are accused of entering Onondaga Hall 
suites and stealing residents’ possessions valued at 
about $1,700.
 Offi cers charged a 21-year-old Waterville man with 
driving while intoxicated, aggravated operation of a 
motor vehicle with a blood alcohol content of .18 or 
above and speeding, on Iroquois Trail. 
 In two incidents, police charged two 18-year-old 
Oneida Hall roommates with unlawful possession of 
marijuana and a 19-year-old Cayuga Hall resident 
with unlawful possession of marijuana and unlawful 
possession of alcohol. q


