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Lot of work — Initial work continues on a new parking lot at the corner of Sweet Road and West End Lot of work — Initial work continues on a new parking lot at the corner of Sweet Road and West End Lot of work —
Avenue, north of the college’s main entrance from Route 104. When complete in late spring 2007, the lot 
will have capacity for 230 vehicles. Intended to help accommodate people attending events in the new 
Campus Center, the entire project includes a walkway from the new lot to the center and is slated for 
completion in summer 2007.

Oswego professors 
trek to Benin to train 
school inspectors
 Seven professors from SUNY Oswego’s School of 
Education traveled to Benin in July to deliver work-
shops and training to 38 school inspectors and meet 
with educational leaders.
 The team returned buoyantly looking forward to 
a growing partnership with the educational leader-
ship of Benin. “There was so much love and energy, 
it was just overwhelming,” Barbara Beyerbach said 
last week.
 This summer’s collaboration between SUNY Os-
wego and Benin was part of the third phase of Project 
CLIMB (Collaborative Link for Instructor Mentoring 
in Benin), which evolved out of research conducted 
by Oswego’s Alfred Frederick as a Fulbright Lecturer 
and Fulbright Visiting Specialist in the West African 
country. 
 Six faculty members were supported by Oswego’s 
Office of International Education and Programs: 
Beyerbach, Bernard Boozer, Marcia Burrell, Suzanne 
Gilmour, Sharon Kane and Dennis Parsons. Frederick 

Qiu pioneers use of tablet technology to improve teaching, learning
 Tablet personal computers present a new frontier in 
the fi eld of teaching and learning technology, and Lin 
Qiu of Oswego’s computer science department is one 
of the pioneers. 
 In the past six months he has received grants from 
Microsoft Research and Hewlett Packard, totaling 
nearly $114,000, to develop software and acquire 
equipment that will help computer science and soft-
ware engineering students get immediate feedback on 
their classroom work on tablet PCs. 
 He is working with four computer science and 
human-computer interaction students on the two 
projects.

 A tablet PC is a laptop computer with the added 
capability of converting into a fl at tablet or notebook 
whose screen students and instructors can hand write 
and draw on with a pen-like stylus. It has a natural 
application in computer software design classes, where 
diagrams are a step in the process of creating com-
puter programs.
 In the Microsoft Research-funded project, Qiu will 
develop software that helps teachers and students 
create thread interaction diagrams in such classes as 
“Project-based Software Engineering” (CS 380) and 
“Concurrent Programming” (CS 375). A diagram on 
a student’s or instructor’s tablet PC screen can be 

“associated with a running program to provide dyna-
mism to the static artifact,” Qiu said.
 “It’s a natural way to help students engage in active 
learning in the classroom, the learning-by-doing para-
digm,” he said.
 In the Hewlett Packard-funded project, the soft-
ware will provide direct feedback to students on 
their diagrams. “My software will look at these 
diagrams, see the drawing, read the writing, identify 
common problems  and provide the feedback,” he 
said. It will also facilitate manual feedback by the 
instructor, he said.
 The Hewlett Packard “Technology for Teaching” 
grant comprises $58,314 for equipment, including 20 
tablet PCs for classroom use, and $15,500 for soft-
ware development. Qiu’s HP project is titled “Using 
Mobile Technology to Facilitate Learning by Doing 
and Critiquing in Software Engineering Classes.” 
 Qiu said he expects the new equipment to be used 
fi rst in the “System Design and Analysis” course (CS 
458) next spring.
 He received the $40,000 grant from Microsoft Re-
search as part of its program for enhancing the com-
puting curriculum for higher education by integrating 
tablet PC technology. His Microsoft project is titled 
“Developing Tablet-based Tools for Teaching Con-
current Programming.”
 Qiu’s was one of just 11 projects chosen for fund-
ing from among more than 165 proposals from 18 
countries reviewed, said Doreen O’Skea, speaking 
for Microsoft Research. The rigorous review process 
encompassed 40 reviewers across a wide variety of 
disciplines who examined each proposal, she said. 
The winning proposals focused on using the tablet PC 
to enrich the classroom experience for instructors and 
students across all disciplines.
 “The purpose of these projects is to share examples 
of how new technology can be used to promote learn-
ing,” Qiu said.
 He joined Oswego’s computer science faculty in 
2004 to help start the college’s graduate program in 
human-computer interaction. q

— Julie Harrison BlissertTablet technology — Lin Qiu of the computer science department demonstrates a tablet computer.

See ‘Life-changing experience,’ page 3 
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People in action

College trends
Higher ed hires more
“The increase in the total number of staff mem-
bers working at American institutions of higher 
education outpaced the growth of the civilian 
labor force during a recent 10-year period, ac-
cording to a report released [Aug. 1] by the U.S. 
Department of Education. The report, which is 
based on a study of data collected by the depart-
ment’s National Center for Education Statistics 
in 1993 and in 2003, found that the number of 
employees — including faculty members, admin-
istrators, and support personnel — at postsecond-
ary institutions had grown by 22 percent over the 
period, to about 3.1 million, up from 2.5 million. 
The civilian labor force grew by 13 percent over 
the same period, while student enrollment grew 
by 16 percent. . . . Public four-year colleges had 
only a 17-percent [employee] increase. Part-time 
staff members increased by 34 percent — twice 
the rate of increase for full-time staff members. 
. . . While the number of faculty members rose 
by 26 percent, staff levels in service and mainte-
nance positions actually decreased by 2 percent. 
. . . The study examined data from 3,186 institu-
tions that were surveyed in both 1993 and 2003.”
— Academe Today, The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, Aug. 3, 2006

Brain drain/gain
“The U.S. Department of Education released a 
report identifying inter-state migration patterns of 
fi rst-time college students. Some states are seeing 
signifi cant gains in attracting fi rst-time students, 
while other states are faced with signifi cant brain 
drain. Tuition, state policies, and geography play 
important factors in students’ decisions to stay (or 
leave) a state. In 2004, states that attracted more 
students than they exported include: Arizona, 
California, Florida, Massachusetts, Mississippi, 
New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, and 
Vermont. States that exported more students than 
they retained include: Connecticut, Illinois, New 
Jersey, Ohio, and Texas.”
— Edlines, American Association of State 
Colleges and Universities, Aug. 3, 2006

‘Outcomes’ key for students
“Each year Stamats surveys traditional-aged, 
college-bound high school students to better un-
derstand their college selection process. . . . We 
ask prospective students to rate the importance 
of 41 college attributes. Year after year, students 
rank the most important attribute as ‘the institu-
tion offers the program of study in which I am in-
terested.’ Interestingly, when we started the study 
11 years ago, the ‘outcomes’ attribute was ranked 
near the bottom, number 39 of 41. However, over 
the course of 11 years, ‘outcomes’ has steadily 
risen, and this year’s survey put ‘outcomes’ as 
number two. The importance of outcomes was 
also reinforced in a research study Stamats con-
ducted this past year with the parents of prospec-
tive college students. . . . When asked about what 
attributes they fi nd important, parents ranked ‘a 
good education’ and ‘getting a good job’ as the 
most important. Acceptance rates in good gradu-
ate schools also rated high. In fact, many parents 
consider today’s Bachelor’s degree equivalent to 
a high school diploma when they were in school.” 
—QuickTakes, Stamats, July 18, 2006

Public mission fading
“The cover of Privatization and Public Universi-
ties features a brick campus wall with a ‘For Sale’ 
sign taped to it. The collection of essays arrives 
from Indiana University Press at a time that many 
fear that public universities and their values may 
indeed be for sale — as states pull back from 
their role providing both funds and leadership for 
public higher education. Two scholars of higher 
education — Edward P. St. John of the University 
of Michigan and Douglas M. Priest of Indiana 
University — edited the collection.”
— Inside Higher Ed, Aug. 10, 2006

Professor earns award for high-court research
 Helen J. Knowles knew she was receiving a pres-
tigious award in June. She didn’t know, until she 
showed up for the ceremony, that the chief justice of 
the Supreme Court would hand her the award in the 
historic court chamber.
 Knowles, who joins Oswego’s political science fac-
ulty this fall, attended the ceremony in Washington, 
D.C., because the Supreme Court Historical Society 
had selected her paper, “May It Please the Court?: 
The Solicitor General’s Not So ‘Special’ Relationship 
— Archibald Cox and the 1963-1964 Reapportion-
ment Cases,” for the Hughes-Gossett Student Prize. 
The honor brings a $500 cash prize and publication 
in the November edition of the Journal of Supreme 
Court History. 
 That all seemed an unlikely scenario when 
Knowles wrote the original version for a Constitu-
tional theory seminar while attending Boston Univer-
sity in fall 2001. 
 “I wanted to do research about the reapportionment 
cases from the early 1960s using the resources at the 
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library in Boston, and 
the fi nal article ended up being a variation on that 
seminar paper,” Knowles explained.
 Even the direction her article took was unexpected. 
Knowles wanted to look into the work of Cox, the 
solicitor general for the Kennedy Administration who 
argued for reapportionment of districts that disadvan-
taged blacks in the voting process. She started look-
ing for political backlash to the landmark 1962 Baker 
v. Carr case, “but I couldn’t fi nd any,” Knowles ad-
mitted. “The political backlash came two years later.”

 As U.S. solicitor general, Cox did the adminis-
tration’s bidding in asking the Supreme Court to 
intervene in malapportioned districting — but was 
himself not in favor of the court taking such a strong 
stance. “He consistently said in the memos I read that 
he thought if he took this position, it could trigger a 
Constitutional crisis,” Knowles said. “Archibald Cox 
was between a rock and a hard place.” 
 The solicitor general is seen as having a special 
relationship with the court, but this isn’t always rel-
evant in reality, she added.
 To the surprise of Cox and many others, not only 
did the Supreme Court take the case but expanded its 
powers by ruling on specifi c plans by states in subse-
quent years. “Cox lost out personally, but it was a tri-
umph for reapportionment” and civil rights, Knowles 
said.
 Knowles later updated and submitted the paper for 
the American Political Science Association’s 2004 
conference. Then she sent it out to several law review 
journals, and the Supreme Court Historical Society 
was the most interested. 
 “Completely out of the blue, I get a letter saying 
they want to publish this article and want to give 
me a prize for it,” Knowles said. “Perhaps the most 
amazing thing is that no one told me I would be re-
ceiving the award in the actual courtroom from Chief 
Justice John Roberts.”
 At Oswego, Knowles will teach “Critical Thinking 
in Politics,” “American Constitutional Law” and, ap-
propriately, “The Supreme Court.” q

— Tim Nekritz

20-year recognition — A number of campus employees were honored for their years of service during 
the college’s annual Employee Recognition and Awards Ceremony. Among those thanked for 20 years 
of work were, seated from left, Nancy Lalik of the Offi ce of Human Resources, John Burke of physical 
plant and Christina Taylor of the educational administration department; and standing from left, Daniel 
Hoefer of the physical plant, Lori Reitmeier of the Field Placement Offi ce and Mark Ladd of the physical 
plant. Also honored for two decades of service were Michael Alfi eri, Richard Dowd, Sandra McManus and 
Robert Weber of physical plant; Melissa Barrett of the Offi ce of Continuing Education; Deborah Diment of 
the Experience-Based Education Offi ce; Connie Fowler of Penfi eld Library; Lorraine Greene of the In-
ternational Education and Programs Offi ce; and Pamela Lavallee of the music and theatre departments. 

Tim Delaney of the sociology department made 
three presentations over the summer. He presented 
“Challenges to Academic Freedom in the United 
States” on June 4 in Dublin. It will be published by 
the Humanist Association of Ireland. He presented 
“International Street Gangs: The Growing Threat of 
Organized Street Hoodlums” on June 11 in London. 
It will be published by the South Place Ethical So-
ciety. He also did a stand-up comedy presentation 
(“Seinology: The Social Meanings of Seinfeld”) at 
the Steve Allen Theatre in Hollywood on July 2. 

Tom Larson of Penfi eld Library was one of fi ve 
national winners of Google’s “Tips of the Trade” 
contest for librarians. His essay on using Google 

Earth in his Global Studies 100 class, “London: A 
Global City,” was selected, and Larson was fi lmed 
for Google’s “Tips of the Trade” movie, which was 
shown at the American Library Association confer-
ence in New Orleans in June. The video will be avail-
able on Google’s Librarian Center Web site: www.
google.com/librariancenter/.

In Memoriam
 James Soluri, 72, emeritus professor of music, 
died July 10 in Boston. A campus memorial service 
took place Aug. 12 in Tyler Hall’s Waterman Theatre 
attended by some 450 people with performances by 
some of his former students including Broadway’s 
Craig Shulman. q
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Spotlight

returned to Benin as a consultant to the U.S. Agency 
for International Development, which has supported 
curriculum development there. The six fi rst-time visi-
tors to Benin called it “a life-changing experience.”
 Beyerbach described the school inspectors as 
“thirsty” for collaboration and assistance in improv-
ing the nation’s schools. “They were so engaged in 
the dialogue that at 5:30 on a Friday afternoon, we 
couldn’t push them out the door,” she said.
 The challenges the Beninese face in their schools are 
great, team members noted. “Many classrooms have 
100 children and little or no materials,” Gilmour said. 
Children come to school speaking one of 42 languages, 
she added. Beyerbach said that a classroom might be 
“a grass roof, dirt fl oors and untrained teachers.”
 “Their human resource is their greatest resource,” 
Gilmour said. “The community is just incredible.” 
She and Beyerbach elaborated on how supportive the 
Beninese are of each other in their daily life and work 
and how hospitable and gracious they were to their 
American colleagues.
 From July 7 to 28, the team spent weekday morn-
ings making presentations on seven subject areas the 
Benin educators had requested. Some of their presen-
tations, such as Boozer’s health education presenta-
tion on AIDS, were videotaped. 

‘A learning community’
Much of the afternoons were devoted to discussion 

and applying the morning lessons, Gilmour said. 
“There was a lot of dialogue, a lot of sharing,” she 
said. Beyerbach added, “I learned so much there. . . . 
I do see it as a learning community. We’re learning 
together.”
 They dedicated evenings and weekends to learning 
about the history and culture of the country and were 
feted at gatherings hosted by the former and current 
ministers of education.
 Team members credited Frederick for smoothing the 
way in all aspects of their stay. “He was so amazing. 
He went above and beyond anything you would ex-
pect,” Beyerbach said. “He hired translators out of his 
own pocket to assist us.” Frederick arrived before and

‘Life-changing experience’
Continued from page 1

Team Benin — Seven professors from Oswego’s School of Education worked with two co-teachers and 
translators to help train 38 school inspectors in Benin during three weeks in July. From left are Benin’s 
Director of Secondary Education Lassec Adjioye, Sharon Kane, Benoit Ahle of Benin, Bernard Boozer, 
Suzanne Gilmour, Marcia Burrell, Dennis Parsons, Barbara Beyerbach and Alfred Frederick.

stayed after the rest of the group. He worked with the 
school inspectors to develop assessment instruments.
 The unifying language in the former French colony 
is French, and one of the fi rst steps in developing the 
collaboration between SUNY Oswego and Benin’s 
Ministry of Education will be French lessons for Os-
wego faculty who participate. “We realized our lack of 
French is a huge defi cit to the work,” Beyerbach said.
 Next steps include arranging for interactive video-
conferencing and distance learning opportunities for 
inspectors and teachers, writing funding proposals 
to such agencies as U.S. AID and UNESCO to sup-
port bringing a group from Benin to Oswego next 
summer, and sending another team from Oswego to 
Benin next summer. The summer exchanges would 
continue training for inspectors and might add col-
lege-level training for teachers. 
 The team hopes to have two key Beninese partici-
pants in the collaboration — Director of Secondary 

Education Lassec Adjioye and Benoit Ahle — take 
part in a presentation in April at the American Educa-
tional Research Association meeting. Gilmour said she 
also would like to bring two women educators from 
Benin here in April to meet with the New York State 
Association for Women in Administration. Burrell and 
Kane are committed to mentoring two school inspec-
tors who are pursuing doctoral degrees in Benin.
 “It’s multilayered for an initiative that’s so new,” 
Beyerbach said.
 “Something that was so precious to me was the 
opportunity to work across three departments in the 
School of Education and develop a shared vision,” 
she said. Gilmour extended the team’s thanks to 
Linda Rae Markert, dean of the School of Education, 
for her support of the international outreach project.
 “Our students could benefi t greatly from having 
more of a multicultural perspective,” Gilmour said. q

— Julie Harrison Blissert

This week’s Campus Update Spotlight shines on 
Brad Wray, an associate professor of philosophy. He 
has been teaching at Oswego since fall 2002.
 Q. What classes do you teach?

A. I regularly teach “Philosophy of Science,” 
“Philosophy of Social Science” and “Valid Reason-
ing.” Then there are a cycle of classes I teach on an 
occasional basis — “History of Science,” “Metaphys-
ics” and “Recent Philosophy” — and I’ve also taught 
“Modern Philosophy” and “Theory of Knowledge.” 
 Q. What is your educational background?

A. I have a Ph.D. in philosophy from the Univer-
sity of Western Ontario. I did my master’s there also. 
My bachelor’s is from the University of Toronto with 
a specialization in philosophy and a minor in political 
science. I went to the Ontario College of Art before 
then and graduated as an associate of the college.
 Q. What are your research interests?
 A. I mainly study the philosophy of science and the 
philosophy of social science. One thing I’m examin-
ing right now is whether there is a mechanism of so-
cial selection operating in science like the mechanism 
of natural selection in the biological world. I’ve done 
some work on the popular myth that young scientists 
are more productive than older scientists. And I’ve 
been studying Thomas Kahn’s theory of revolution-
ary changes in science.
 Q. What is your favorite part of teaching at Os-
wego?

A. Assisting students in realizing their potentials. 
I think many of them aren’t fully cognizant of their 
strengths, then they realize what they can do and 
actualize it. I like sharing my research with students 
and igniting an interest in them in research.
 Q. What is your impression of Oswego’s stu-
dents?

A. I’ve enjoyed working with many Oswego stu-

dents. I think they’re generally quite optimistic on 
where they can go.
 Q. What achievement are you most proud of?

A. Getting a permanent position in academics. It’s 
quite an accomplishment.

Q. What can you tell us about your family?
 A. My wife Lori Nash also teaches philosophy here. 
We live in Oswego.
 Q. Do you have any hobbies?

A. I like to travel and spend time with Lori. We 
walk a lot. And just enjoying the area we live in 
— being involved in the community, going to the 
market, walking around Oswego. We never complain 
about the weather because we’re from cold parts of 
Canada. q

Center to present workshop 
on entrepreneurship for women
 SUNY Oswego’s Center for Business and Com-
munity Development will gather women from Central 
and Northern New York in the spirit of entrepreneur-
ship on Oct. 12.
 “Connections” is a daylong symposium designed to 
bring women of all ages and backgrounds together to 
explore their entrepreneurial place and power in the 
arts, in the business world, and in the various fi elds of 
science. 
 The day’s agenda will include internationally 
known business coach, speaker and author SUNY 
Oswego graduate Lois Frankel. Frankel’s last two 
books — Nice Girls Don’t Get the Corner Offi ce and 
Nice Girls Don’t Get Rich — have been featured on 
the “Today” show, CNN, the New York Times, USA 
Today and in both People and Time magazines.
 Also on the agenda is Mona Lake Jones, a writer, 
orator, educator and model of the African-American 
woman on the move. 
 “Connections” will have breakout sessions in the 
morning and afternoon discussing challenges to 
women in the corporate world as well as in entrepre-
neurship and the creative paths in the arts or sciences. 
 Tickets before Sept. 30 are $25; after Sept. 30, $35. 
For additional information, call 312-3492. q

Wray shares philosophy, interest in research with students

Planetarium to host Sunday shows
 The Charles H. Jerred Planetarium at SUNY Oswe-
go will explore “The Stars of Fall” during free shows 
for the public each Sunday in September. The shows 
will begin at 7 p.m. in Room 332 of Piez Hall.  
 The planetarium seats only 30 people, so admission 
is fi rst come, fi rst served. The doors of Piez Hall will 
open at 6:30 p.m. Because of the nature of planetar-
ium shows, no admission will be allowed once the 
show is in progress. 
 For more information or to schedule group visits to 
the planetarium, call 343-4294. q
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Calendar highlights

Announcements

• Business forum, today

• Welcoming receptions, Aug. 25

• Opening picnic, Aug. 25

• Welcoming Torchlight Ceremony, Aug. 25

• Hewitt Union Night, Aug. 25

• Project Play, Aug. 26

• Oswego Challenge, Aug. 26

• The O-Show, Aug. 26

• Project Serve, Aug. 27

• President’s Breakfast, Aug. 28

• Fall classes begin, Aug. 28

• Planetarium show, Sept. 3

• Labor Day, no classes, Sept. 4

• Tyler Art Gallery openings, Sept. 5 and 8

For a more complete calendar, see SUNY Oswego 
Events online at www.oswego.edu/news/calendar/. q

Payola settlement fund supports MASS Ensemble residency on campus

Mass music — The MASS Ensemble will participate in an early-October residency on campus through a 
grant from the New York State Music Fund. As part of the college’s Artswego Performing Arts Series, the 
ensemble will present a performance art piece, installation art exhibition and a number of educational 
workshops and seminars. The group blends music, technology and visual arts in its work. 

The Artswego Performing Arts Series at SUNY 
Oswego has received a $38,000 grant from the New 
York State Music Fund to support an upcoming 
residency by the MASS (Music Architecture Sonic 
Sculpture) Ensemble. 
 The MASS Ensemble is a group of musicians, art-
ists, composers and choreographers that blends music, 
technology and visual arts in its productions. It will 
stage “Critical MASS,” a performance art piece that 
will turn Tyler Hall’s Waterman Theatre into a giant 
stringed instrument, at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 16. 
 MASS Ensemble has been fusing music with 
technology, sculpture, dance and aerial performance 
for more than a decade. The group’s residency work 
will include an installation art exhibition, “E=MC2

Closesound: A Musical Exploration by MASS En-
semble,” from Sept. 5 to Oct. 9 in Tyler Art Gallery. 
Gallery visitors will have the opportunity to play the 
exhibition’s freestanding and wall-mounted musical 
sculptures. 
 The residency by MASS Ensemble also will in-
clude talks on “Creative Process in Art and Science” 
and “Art and Business” as well as outdoor perfor-
mances, a workshop on instrument making and an 
outdoor yoga and sound seminar.
 The New York State Music Fund was created when 
the New York State Attorney General’s Offi ce re-
solved investigations against major record companies 
that had violated state and federal laws prohibiting 
“pay for play,” also called “payola.” 
 The settlement agreement stipulated that funds 
paid by music businesses would support music edu-
cation and appreciation for the benefi t of New York 
residents. The Attorney General’s Offi ce enlisted the 
services of Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, an ex-
perienced philanthropy service, to develop and man-
age the grant program.
 An advisory panel made up of leaders from a cross-
section of the music world evaluated and recom-

mended 153 of the 304 applications the fund received 
for its fi rst cycle. The grantees represent every region 
of New York state. Awards range from $15,000 to 
$750,000. 

 For more information about the appearance of 
MASS Ensemble at SUNY Oswego, contact the 
Artswego offi ce at 312-4581 or artswego@oswego.
edu. q

Parking reduced on Sheldon Ave.
 In response to a request from SUNY Oswego’s 
University Police, the Oswego City Traffi c Advisory 
Committee, chaired by city Police Chief Mike Dehm, 
has made the following parking and signage changes 
on Sheldon Avenue, effective this week.
 • Pedestrian crosswalks have been added at the in-
tersections of Sheldon Avenue and Washington Bou-
levard and Sheldon Avenue and Takamine Drive.
 • Handicapped parking spaces have been added at 
Sheldon Avenue adjacent to the Retired Senior Vol-
unteer Program offi ces, and a drop-off zone has been 
established at Sheldon Avenue near the main entrance 
to Mackin Hall.
 • All other areas of Sheldon Avenue from the Wash-
ington Boulevard intersection north to the Schuyler 
intersection and entrance to Lot 23 are designated “no 
parking” areas.
 Interim University Police Chief Cynthia Adam said 
that city police would post temporary orange “no 
parking by order of the police” signs, in addition to 
the permanent signs, this week and next in an effort 
to raise awareness about these changes.
 “This roadway is a city street that has been the 
source of much traffi c and illegal parking over the 
past years,” Adam said. “The remediation of the sig-
nage in this area will help to reduce the traffi c and 
increase safety for our students and others in this lo-
cation.” q

Tarandi supports Sheldon Institute 
 The Tarandi Foundation granted $1,500 to SUNY 
Oswego’s Sheldon Institute, to provide scholarships 
for fi ve students in need of fi nancial assistance. 
 The summer Sheldon Institute is a “mini-school” 
for students in grades 2 through 10. Recently com-
pleting its 28th year, the program is designed to meet 
the academic and cultural needs of motivated and 
creative students. It is named after Edward Austin 
Sheldon, who founded the college in 1861. 
 “The Tarandi Foundation’s generosity enabled fi ve 

participants, who may not have the means of their 
own, to attend this year’s two-week educational en-
richment program on our campus,” said Linda Rae 
Markert, dean of Oswego’s School of Education. 
 “The major focus of our challenging courses is dis-
covery-based, hands-on authentic learning,” Markert 
added. “Emphasis is devoted to fi eld studies, labora-
tory experimentation and total immersion activities.”
 The program proved a good fi t for the Tarandi 
Foundation. “Sheldon Institute is aligned with the 
mission of the Tarandi Foundation in promoting edu-
cation and helping students in Oswego County move 
forward,” said Neelesh Ravindra Shah, who serves 
as a trustee of the foundation along with his sister, 
Monica Ravindra Shah. 
 “Our mission is to help education through scholar-
ships and community support. Sheldon Institute was 
a great way to combine those two in one donation,” 
Shah added. 
 The Tarandi Foundation was begun by the late 
Oswego physicians Manjula R. Shah and Ravindra F. 
Shah over two decades ago to focus on education and 
scholarships, and other community support in Cen-
tral New York, across the United States and in India. 
They named the foundation for Tara, Manjula Shah’s 
mother, and Anandi, Ravindra Shah’s mother. 
 Manjula and Ravindra Shah perished in a plane 
crash outside of Boston in 2003. Manjula Shah was 
an anesthesiologist who practiced in Fulton and Os-
wego. Ravindra Shah was a urologist and associate 
professor of surgery at SUNY Health Sciences Center 
in Syracuse. He was also a retired Brigadier General 
in the U.S. Air National Guard. q

Police report
 Since July 7, University Police have investigated 
several cases of vandalism and made one arrest. They 
arrested a 37-year-old employee on a charge of petit 
larceny. She is accused of stealing money from an of-
fi ce on campus. q

Task force on business visits Rich 
 The Assembly Republican Task Force on Small 
Business in New York State will be on campus today. 
 The task force requests input from business people 
and invites them to share their knowledge at a forum 
from 10 a.m. to noon at the SUNY Oswego Center 
for Business and Community Development in Room 

118 of Rich Hall. The task force is traveling the state, 
gathering input and feedback from small businesses 
and industry organizations. Discussion focuses on 
government policies that impede small business de-
velopment and proposals that would remove those 
roadblocks and foster growth. Legislation will be 
proposed to address these issues. q


