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Scholar-in-residence — Ömer Iscan of Atatürk University in Turkey works in his offi ce in the School of 
Business in Rich Hall. His three months on campus will come to an end Sept. 24.

Turkish business professor experiences globalization firsthand here

New living, learning 
communities connect 
lessons, students
 First-year students will have an unprecedented 
opportunity to connect with their peers, professors 
and lessons through the college’s fi ve new living and 
learning communities.
 This inaugural initiative offers fi ve options to en-
gage freshmen and faculty interaction inside and 
outside the classroom. Each program centers around 
students taking three courses together, living in the 
same residence hall and interacting outside of course-
work.
 “It offers students an opportunity to build cohorts 
and connections while gaining quality interaction 
with faculty,” said Michelle Bandla, Oswego’s coor-
dinator of fi rst-year programs.. “It provides a chance 
for the students to really integrate information across 
courses, surrounding a theme or an interest of theirs.”
 The fi ve communities are:

- Global Affairs, which appeals to students in-
terested in international perspectives; 

- Media and the World, for students in tune 
with media and popular culture studies; 

- Helping Your Community, inviting students 
who want to make a difference and participate 
in community service; 

- Women and the World, geared toward those 
interested in learning about women’s contri-
butions to society; and

- Exploring Your Future, which allows unde-
clared majors to look into academic and ca-
reer possibilities.

 The high level of interest among students and 
faculty presents a good measure of the program’s 
appeal, Bandla said. Because at least one class is a 
FirstChoice offering in each track, each community is 
limited to 19 students. All fi ve programs were full or 
near capacity the week before classes started.
 “Faculty are very enthusiastic and excited about 
the prospect of combining in-classroom and out-of-

 Ömer Iscan arrived at SUNY Oswego with his 
family in late June for a three-month stay as scholar-
in-residence in the School of Business.
 Atatürk University in Turkey, where he is an as-
sistant professor, provides scholarships for its junior 
faculty to spend either three or six months at an 
American university. 
 “We always talk about globalization and the ef-
fects of globalization, but really you have to see it for 
yourself,” Iscan said.
 He came to Oswego because of the relationship be-
tween Atatürk University and the State University of 
New York.
 Educated at Middle Eastern Technical University in 
Ankara, Iscan specializes in organizational behavior 
and leadership. Much of his work so far has been an 
exercise in telecommuting, the topic of one of his 
publications. Even though he is 8,000 kilometers 
from home, he said, he is able to do the same work 
and communicate with the same people he does at 
home in Erzurum. 
 Published once already in an international journal, 
he is working on more publications in these English-
language business journals in preparation for his pro-
motion to associate professor.
 As the semester gets under way at Oswego this 

Study of chemicals in region’s air, fish under way
 A new grant of funds from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency to James Pagano at SUNY Oswe-
go’s Environmental Research Center will improve 
understanding of the movement of chemical contami-
nants in the Lake Ontario environment and food chain.
 Pagano is the principal investigator on the $126,790 
project, along with scientists from Clarkson Univer-
sity and SUNY Fredonia. They will analyze samples 
collected at the previously established air sampling 
station in nearby Sterling and work with the New 
York State Altmar Fish Hatchery to collect and ana-
lyze salmon muscle and egg samples for a variety of 
contaminants.

 “Muscle tissue is obviously important because 
that’s what people eat,” Pagano said. “The eggs have 
a higher percentage of lipids in them and provide a 
more robust look at the contaminants” because chem-
icals tend to concentrate in these fats. And eggs are 
part of the food chain, too. “Wildlife eat the eggs,” he 
noted.
 Eggs have an additional advantage for the research-
ers because they are available in volume. Hatchery 
workers “collect millions of eggs for the next gen-
eration of salmon,” Pagano explained. “It’s a huge 
sample size.”

See ‘Turkish scholar,’ page 4 

See ‘Learning communities,’ page 4 See ‘Environmental study,’ page 4 

New home — Steve Furrey of Commack helps his son Brian move into Johnson Hall on Sunday, when 
freshmen began arriving for the new school year. At right, volunteer student orientation guides prepare 
to help the Furreys trundle Brian’s worldly goods into Johnson, home of the First-Year Residential Ex-
perience. Brian Furrey said he plans to major in business administration. He was among the fi rst of more 
than 3,700 students moving into the residence halls in the past few days.



    The national APEX 
competition, sponsored 
by Communications 
Concepts, recognizes 
outstanding publication 
work by professional 
communicators. 
    “APEX awards are 
based on excellence in 
graphic design, edito-

rial content and the ability to achieve overall com-
munications excellence,” wrote John De Lellis of 
Communications Concepts. 
 “Each year, the quality of the entries increases. 
Overall, this year’s entries displayed an extraordi-
nary level of quality,” he said. “The APEX judges 
saw only the most promising publications that pro-
fessional communictors could enter. From them they 
had the truly diffi cult task of selecting the award-
winning entries.” q

CampusUpdate

2

Vol. 17, No. 1                        Aug. 24, 2005Vol. 17, No. 1                        Aug. 24, 2005Vol. 17, No. 1                        Aug. 24, 2005Vol. 17, No. 1                        Aug. 24, 2005CampusVol. 17, No. 1                        Aug. 24, 2005CampusCampusVol. 17, No. 1                        Aug. 24, 2005CampusUpdateVol. 17, No. 1                        Aug. 24, 2005Update

People in actionCollege trends

Terrifi c 20 — A number of SUNY Oswego em-
ployees were honored for their years of service 
during the college’s recent annual Employee Rec-
ognition and Awards Ceremony. Those recognized 
for 20 years of campus service included, from left, 
front row, Manuel Orta of the physical plant and 
Mary Craw of the Residence Life and Housing 
Offi ce; second row, Robert Swan and Jean Hea-
gerty, both of the physical plant; back row, Dennis 
Pupparo of the physical plant and Sally Wilkins 
of Walker Health Center. Other 20-year honorees 
included physical plant employees Antonio Al-
varado, Michael Izyk, Susan Reardon and Joseph 
Salvadore; and Kirk Coates of University Police.

 The six Oswego students who recently took the 
Goethe Institute’s examination of German language 
skills passed the examination and thus received in-
ternational certifi cation of their speaking, reading, 
writing and listening comprehension skills. They 
are Lacey Baldwin, Maria Barra, Jason Pecori, 
Kimberly Rice, Melissa Sierson and Christopher and Christopher and
Solan. The Goethe Institute, an extension service of 
the Federal Republic of Germany, promotes the study 

of German language and culture worldwide. It has 
certifi ed Ana Djukic-Cocks and John Lalande of 
Oswego’s modern languages department to adminis-
ter the examination. Sabine Dinsel, a representative 
of the Goethe Institute’s New York offi ce, observed 
the examination process. “This is an excellent valida-
tion of the quality of our German program,” Lalande 
said, “and it is a wonderful way for students to be 
rewarded for their hard work.” 

 The state Senate named Donna Matteson, assistant 
professor of technology, a Women of Distinction in 
June. She was among 62 women from across the state 
honored in Albany. Matteson has excelled in tech-
nology education, where only 2 percent of the work 
force is women. An alumna of Oswego, she has been 
named Northeast Technology Education Teacher of 
the Year, named a master teacher to train secondary 
school teachers by the National Alliance for Pre-
Engineering Programs, and named to USA Today’s 
All-USA Teacher team while teaching technology at 
G. Ray Bodley High School in Fulton, among other 
honors.

Jim Seago of the biology department presented a 
lecture on “Plant Root Aerenchyma Involved in Plant 
Transport Systems” for a biology graduate course in 
plant transport systems at the University of Waterloo, 
Ontario, on June 29. While in Waterloo, he also did 
some research work using the Zeiss epifl uorescence 
microscope in the lab of Carol Peterson.

 K. Brad Wray of the philosophy department has 
recently had two papers accepted for publication. 
“Scientifi c Authorship in the Age of Collaborative 
Research” will be published in the journal Studies 
in History and Philosophy of Science. “Evaluating 
Scientists” will be published in Value-free Science,
a volume edited by Harold Kincaid, John Dupre and 
Alison Wylie and published by Oxford University 
Press.

In Memoriam
 James P. Burling II, 75, emeritus professor of 
mathematics, died July 7 in Oswego Hospital after a 
long illness. q

College has record showing at Corporate Challenge
 SUNY Oswego recently competed in the 24th 
annual JPMorgan Chase Corporate Challenge at 
Onondaga Lake Park in Liverpool. The annual event 
promotes fi tness and well-being in the work place. 
This year there were 6,677 registered runners and 
walkers from 278 area companies. SUNY Oswego 
signed up a record number of 54 employees to run or 
walk the 3.5 mile course.
 Team scores are submitted following the race. Each 
team can submit an unlimited number of four-person 
sub-teams. SUNY Oswego fi elded 12 sub-teams, and 
the team made up of Gwen Kay, Jodi Cary, Sharon 
Wendler and Linda Grulich earned a fi fth-place overall 
fi nish. The college last fi nished in the top fi ve in 2001.

 The team also earned recognition for being one of 
three teams selected for best T-shirt design and was 
awarded a $500 donation to a charity of choice. The 
money will be donated to the Oswego College Foun-
dation.
 “I have had such terrifi c feedback from team mem-
bers who enjoyed this event and are already looking 
forward to next year,” said Grulich, who organized 
the college’s team. 
 The event is held yearly on the fi rst Tuesday night 
in August. 
 Anyone interested in more information or who 
would like to be on the team next year can contact 
Grulich at grulich@oswego.edu or 312-3669. q

Report wins national award
SUNY Oswego’s 2004 annual report, “Oswego 

Renaissance,” has won recognition in the 2005 APEX 
17th annual Awards for Publication Excellence com-
petition.
 Oswego’s publication, produced by the college’s 
Offi ce of Public Affairs, received an APEX Award of 
Excellence in the category of four-color printed an-
nual reports. 
 Among other Award of Excellence winners in the 
same category were Fairfi eld University, Sandia 
National Laboratories, the National Association of 
Manufacturers and the Humane Society of the United 
States.
 The 2004 annual report was distributed in January 
to faculty and staff, donors, students’ parents, mem-
bers of various campus boards, emeriti faculty, and 
presidents and other offi cers of northeastern colleges 
and universities.

Internet: benefi t or bother?
“Although campus computing is often touted as 
aiding education, many professors say the Inter-
net has actually hampered students’ academic 
performance. When asked whether the Internet 
has changed the quality of student work, 42 per-
cent of professors in a recent survey said they had 
seen a decline, while only 22 percent said they 
had seen improvement. But a majority of partici-
pating professors, 67 percent, said the Internet 
had improved their communication with students. 
The nationwide survey, of 2,316 faculty members, 
was conducted in May 2004 by Steve Jones, a 
professor of communication at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago, and Camille Johnson-Yale, a 
graduate student in communication at the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. . . . Student 
plagiarism emerged as a key concern of profes-
sors. Forty-four percent agreed that plagiarism 
had increased in their students’ work since the 
Internet has emerged, while 23 percent disagreed 
and 33 percent were undecided. . . . Despite their 
complaints, most professors surveyed, 82 percent, 
said that the Internet had had a positive effect on 
their teaching.”
—The Chronicle of Higher Education,
Aug. 12, 2005

Textbook costs
“Students at four-year public institutions pay 
an average $898 a year on textbooks, about 26 
percent of the cost of their tuition and fees, ac-
cording to a new report by the U.S. Government 
Accounting Offi ce. The price of textbooks and 
supplies grew an average of six percent annually 
since the 1987-88 academic year. . . . The report 
. . . notes that rising textbooks costs can be traced 
to many publishing practices, such as including 
CD-ROMs, bundling textbooks and frequently 
revising editions.” 
— Edlines, American Association of State 
Colleges and Universities, Aug. 18, 2005

Students unprepared
“About half of graduating high schoolers lack the 
reading skills they need to succeed in college, ac-
cording to a recent analysis of this year’s national 
ACT scores. While the average score remained at 
20.9 this year, only one in four students met the 
college-readiness benchmarks in the four tested 
areas: reading comprehension, science, math and 
English. ACT reported that only 51 percent of test 
takers reached the necessary benchmarks in read-
ing comprehension skills, 26 percent in science, 
41 percent in math and 68 percent in English.”
— Edlines, American Association of State 
Colleges and Universities, Aug. 18, 2005

Belief, by discipline
“According to a new survey described . . . at the 
annual meeting of the Association for the Sociol-
ogy of Religion, scholars in the natural sciences 
. . . are now more likely to identify themselves 
as nonreligious than are their counterparts in the 
social sciences. The fi nding, which is based on 
a recent survey of 1,646 scholars at 21 top-tier 
research universities, stands in counterpoint to 
several well-known studies from the mid-20th 
century, all of which found that social scientists 
were the least religious group on campus. The 
new study covers scholars in three natural-
science fi elds (physics, chemistry, and biology) 
and four social sciences (sociology, economics, 
political science, and psychology). Among the 
natural scientists, 55.4 percent of the respondents 
identifi ed themselves as atheists or agnostics. 
Only 47.5 percent of the social scientists said the 
same. The single most irreligious fi eld covered 
in the study is biology, at 63.4 percent. The least 
irreligious is economics, at 45.1. . . . The propor-
tion of nonreligious scholars is roughly consistent 
across all age groups.”
— Academe Today, The Chronicle of Higher 
Education, Aug. 15, 2005



3

CampusUpdateVol. 17, No. 1                        Aug. 24, 2005Vol. 17, No. 1                        Aug. 24, 2005Vol. 17, No. 1                        Aug. 24, 2005Vol. 17, No. 1                        Aug. 24, 2005CampusVol. 17, No. 1                        Aug. 24, 2005CampusCampusVol. 17, No. 1                        Aug. 24, 2005CampusUpdateVol. 17, No. 1                        Aug. 24, 2005Update

Arts in Psychology 
series to support ORI

Autistic artists — This watercolor painting of a farmhouse by Frank Flanders will be among the work on 
display at “Autism Rocks at Any Speed: An Exhibition of Images Created by Autistic Artists” in Tyler Art 
Gallery. Showcasing the work of six autistic artists, the exhibition ties on with this year’s Oswego Read-
ing Initiative selection, The Speed of Dark, and will open with a reception from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, Sept. 9.

 Lectures by world-famous authors, an art exhibi-
tion, theatre performances, a fi lm series and other 
programming will complement this year’s Oswego 
Reading Initiative selection of Elizabeth Moon’s The 
Speed of Dark for campus-wide reading.Speed of Dark for campus-wide reading.Speed of Dark
 The book’s protagonist, Lou Arrendale, is a well-
adjusted and skilled autistic man confronted with a 
new procedure that could take away his condition. 
Because the plot centers on questions of identity and 
what is “normal,” it lends itself to discussions across 
many academic fi elds, said Rhonda Mandel, associate 
provost. 
 For the fi rst time, an interdisciplinary Arts in Psy-
chology programming series will link related events 
for college and community audiences. Activities dove-
tail with the college’s focus on integrative learning to 
connect a range of educational learning opportunities. 
Future years will likely feature a different academic 
program spotlighted with each ORI selection.
 “The Arts in Psychology series serves as an um-
brella that ties in a whole range of activities,” Mandel 
said. “This book presents tremendous opportunities 
inside and outside the classroom for lectures, discus-
sions and special events.”
 Moon will headline fall activities by discussing 
The Speed of Dark Oct. 18. She will discuss autism, The Speed of Dark Oct. 18. She will discuss autism, The Speed of Dark
issues of identity and the creative process, among 
other topics. Moon’s experience with her autistic son 
inspired the award-winning novel.
 The spring semester will feature a keynote lecture 
April 18 by acclaimed author and psychologist Oliver 
Sacks. His autobiographical book on clinical trials 
with mental patients, Awakenings, inspired the movie 
of the same name starring Robin Williams and Robert 
DeNiro. 

 “Autism Rocks At Any Speed: An Exhibition of 
Images Created by Autistic Artists” will kick off the 
year’s programs with an opening reception from 6 to 
8 p.m. Sept. 9 in Tyler Art Gallery. The exhibition of 
work from six Oregon artists will run through Oct. 18.
 A speaker series that will include expressive arts 
therapy pioneer Paolo J. Knill, author/fi lmmaker 
Robert Perkins and groundbreaking psychology 
scholar Norman Holland will unfold throughout the 

year. A fi lm series, expressive arts therapy workshops 
and author appearances will additionally complement 
the curriculum. 
  The ORI selection is chosen via nominations and 
voting, and a campus-wide committee coordinates 
related academic and special events. For more infor-
mation on the Arts and Psychology series, contact 
Mandel at 312-2232 or mandel@oswego.edu.q

— Tim Nekritz

Plan aims for supportive college environment
 Over the summer, the college’s Division of Student 
Affairs and Enrollment Management completed a 
strategic plan. It is aimed at developing a premier 
residential college environment that will complement 
and support the work of the rest of the campus in pro-
viding Oswego students with a high-quality education 
that helps them succeed in college and in their life 
after college, said Dean of Students James Scharfen-
berger.
 He noted that student affairs and admissions staff 
will work together with faculty, students, administra-
tors and other members of the college community. 
“We’re not doing this in a vacuum,” he said.
 This fall the division will form working commit-
tees on four of the plan’s fi ve goals. Those goals are: 
creating a campus environment that promotes student 
success, identifying learning outcomes resulting from 
a program of student engagement, developing co-
curricular activities that facilitate students’ positive 
choices, and enhancing students’ transitional experi-
ences.
 The fi fth goal involves promoting the premier 
residential college environment that emerges from 
work on the fi rst four goals. Scharfenberger said that 
the message to prospective students will be, “If you 
come here, the residential experience itself will help 

promote your learning and your success.”
 Work on the plan will begin with study and analy-
sis, he said. “There’s an environment that we need to 
build to promote student success,” he said. “We need 
to understand the components of it that we will select 
to focus on.”
 The committee on campus environment will de-
velop an assessment plan to evaluate the extent to 
which the components essential to such an environ-
ment exist on this campus and develop strategies to 
strengthen and promote them.
 The learning outcomes committee will identify 
learning outcomes that Student Affairs is going to 
take responsibility for, working collaboratively with 
Academic Affairs, Scharfenberger said. Such out-
comes might include leadership, values development 
and clarifi cation, and the practical experience that 
comes from volunteer activities, he said.
 The positive choices committee will describe and 
defi ne positive choices in the context of the campus 
learning environment. The transition committee will 
focus on the transition students make as they enter 
Oswego as freshmen or transfers and also on prepar-
ing them for the transition to graduate study or em-
ployment. q

— Julie Harrison Blissert

Four professors explore trade possibilities for Port of Oswego
 Four faculty members and the college’s Center for 
Business and Community Development are studying 
ways to promote trade with Canada through the Port 
of Oswego. 
 “Canada and the United States are the biggest trad-
ing partners in the world,” said Said Atri, professor 
of economics. “Eleven to 12 percent of trade between 
the U.S. and Canada either has a New York origin or 
a New York destination. The Port of Oswego’s share 
of this trade is very, very small — almost negligible. 
We feel that it might be possible to get a bigger share 
of this trade if there is adequate investment in the port 
and promotion among businesses in New York and 
Canada.”
 Atri and three professors from the School of Busi-
ness — Dean Crawford, Ian Cuthill and Sarfraz Mian 
— began their study in late June after the Oswego 
County Legislature approved the $30,000 project. 
They are scheduled to deliver their fi ndings later this 
fall.
 Larry Perras from the Center for Business and 
Community Development is the contract administra-
tor. The study originated with the County of Oswego, 
said Nancy Bellow, director of the center. 
 “The county gave me a request for proposal to do a 
study on Canadian trade through the Port of Oswego,” 
she said. “I got together with the faculty from the 
School of Business and Said and Larry, and we devel-
oped a proposal,” which the Oswego County Legisla-
ture approved at its June meeting.

‘Used to be a major port’
 “This is going to be a major study. We are not cut-
ting any corners,” Atri said in an interview in his 
Mahar Hall offi ce last week, soon after the team sent 
out questionnaires to New York state businesses that 

do business with Canada. The team expects to begin 
tabulating the responses by next week.
 “The Port of Oswego used to be a major port,” Atri 
said. “At least some people believe that the potential 
for it to regain some of its former prominence is there.”
 Historically, waterways played a larger role in the 
transportation and trade than they have since railways 
and highways came to the fore. But there may be an 
opportunity for shipping to make a comeback since 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks and the security measures 
that followed.
 “Truck traffi cking has been affected very much 
because of the wait at the border,” Atri noted. Lake 
Ontario and its associated waterways offer an alterna-
tive mode of transporting goods, he said.

 If the port became more of a factor in international 
trade, he said, it could mean a lot for the economic 
development of the area, which has lagged behind the 
state overall in the current economic recovery. 
 Among the questions Atri said he and his col-
leagues are asking in the study are “What can Os-
wego County do to increase the business without 
major investments?” and, assuming investments are 
an option, “What is the possibility of developing the 
Port of Oswego into a larger capacity port to handle 
different types of cargo?” 
 The team’s answers to those questions will be in 
their fi nal report. “My hope is that it’s going to be 
useful,” Atri said. q       

— Julie Harrison Blissert

Police report 
 Since July 8, University Police have made one ar-
rest. A 23-year-old South Carolina man was charged 
with driving under the infl uence of drugs, criminal 
possession of marijuana, aggravated unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle and failure to stop at a 
stoplight at the main campus entrance. q
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Calendar highlights

classroom activities, facilitating programs in the resi-
dence halls and integrating the information across the 
courses,” Bandla said. The cooperation of academic 
departments, student affairs staff and the Offi ce of 
Residence Life and Housing have helped a nice sup-
port system to gel, she added.
 Global Affairs participants live in Hart Hall and 
also take a fourth course — IST 190, “Global Issues 
and Awareness” — required of all Hart residents. All 
other communities reside in Funnelle Hall.
 Because all blocks of courses that participants take 
fulfi ll General Education requirements (with the ex-
ception of IST 190 and a career exploration course 
for the Exploring Your Future track), the classes 
will benefi t students even if their interests or majors 
change, Bandla noted.
 With interest in the program attracting students 
from different areas of study and the enthusiasm of 
members of the campus community, this pilot pro-
gram may expand in the future, Bandla said.
 “Faculty have already voiced interest for doing more 
living and learning communities in 2006,” she said. 
“The cooperation has been outstanding, so we’re very 
encouraged.” q     — Tim Nekritz

week, he said he plans to take part in classes in the 
School of Business, such as Sarfraz Mian’s course in 
entrepreneurship.
 His home university in the Eastern Anatolia region 
of Turkey is much larger than Oswego, with 30,000 
students and 11 schools, including medical and engi-
neering schools, he said. Faculty from the University 
of Nebraska helped establish Atatürk University as 
Turkey’s fi rst land-grant-type of institution in 1957.
 Of Oswego, Iscan said, “It’s small, but the campus 
is really beautiful.” He said Dean Crawford, chair of 
the accounting, fi nance and law department, helped 
introduce Iscan and his family — wife Emel and 
2-year-old daughter Nil — in the community. Iscan 
described the people in the community as “fantastic” 
and “hospitable,” noting that one family gave them a 
stroller to use for their daughter.
 They have visited nearby towns, attending fairs 
and Oswego’s Harborfest. “The fi reworks were really 
great,” he said. 
 They have also traveled to Niagara Falls and Buffa-
lo this summer and, as Campus Update went to press, 
they were headed to New York City last weekend.
 Much of their life in Oswego is familiar, he said, 

 The Sterling station was established for the multi-
year Lake Ontario Atmospheric Deposition Study, 
which has been monitoring the levels of such chemi-
cal contaminants as polychlorinated biphenyls and 
dioxins in the air over the lake and in the water and 
comparing levels of these pollutants found on shore 
in Sterling. 
 The new study, which began earlier this summer, is 
looking at these and some additional contaminants in 
the samples collected at Sterling, such as organochlo-
rine pesticides and polybrominated diethyl ethers, 
a kind of fl ame retardant. “PBDEs are increasing in 
the environment,” Pagano said. “They’re in all Great 
Lakes fi sh” and have been showing up in humans, he 
added. 
 The hatchery’s salmon samples will become avail-
able during spawning season in October, he said, and 
researchers will analyze them for the same chemicals 
this year and next. Results of this two-year study will 
help determine if establishing a long-term project to 
use salmon eggs as an ecological indicator is war-
ranted, Pagano said.
 The new study relates to other ongoing environmen-
tal studies along Lake Ontario, such as SUNY Oswe-
go’s study of the effects of prenatal exposure to PCBs 
in humans and SUNY Brockport’s and Oswego’s study 
of the effect of PCBs on mink reproduction.
 “Mink are sentinel animals. They’re very, very sen-
sitive to reproductive effects. If there’s contamination 
with PCBs, mink reproduction will effectively stop,” 
Pagano said. “Without a doubt, the mink near Lake 
Ontario are much higher in PCBs than anywhere else.”
 The grant funds come from EPA’s Great Lakes 
National Geographic Initiative and are administered 
through the Great Lakes Commission under the Great 
Lakes Air Deposition Program. Pagano’s fellow in-
vestigators are Tom Holsen at Clarkson University 
and Mike Milligan at SUNY Fredonia. q

— Julie Harrison Blissert

• President’s Opening Breakfast, Aug. 25

• Fall semester classes begin, Aug. 25

• Labor Day, no classes, Sept. 5

• Student Involvement Fair, Sept. 7

• Oswego State Fall Classic, Sept. 9

 For a more complete calendar, see SUNY Oswego 
Events online at www.oswego.edu/news/calendar/. q

Oswego College Foundation: Giving to SUNY Oswego tops $2.5 million
 SUNY Oswego received philanthropic gifts of 
more than $2.5 million for 2004-05, according to the 
campus Offi ce of University Development. 
 The total of all philanthropic gifts was $2,515,798, 
which represents a 12.6 percent increase over the 
previous year. This amount is in addition to the $4.8 
million received in grants and contracts for research 
and sponsored programs.
 Unrestricted gifts totaled $557,785, a 7 percent in-
crease. Gifts restricted by donors for use by particular 
programs, including academic departments or athletics, 
came to $1,237,486, an increase of 16.7 percent. Capi-
tal gifts restricted to endowment or for buildings and 
equipment totaled $720,527, a 12.2 percent increase. 
 Alumni represent the most signifi cant source of an-
nual gifts, accounting for 40.2 percent of the dollars 
raised. Gifts from alumni increased by 14.5 percent 
over the previous year. Among other donors, gifts 

from parents saw the greatest percentage increase, up 
52.2 percent to $55,967. 
 Additionally, donors committed $833,662 in new 
pledges that will be paid over a period of up to fi ve 
years, an increase of 125.7 percent over commitments 
made the previous year. 
 The number of contributors also increased, par-
ticularly at the highest levels. Overall, the number of 
donors increased by 5.9 percent to 9,170. The number 
of annual donors in the President’s Circle, which 
recognizes donors of $250 or more, increased by 10 
percent to 754, and the those giving $1,000 or more 
increased by 8.3 percent to 156. 
  “These increases demonstrate growth in the matu-
rity of SUNY Oswego’s fundraising programs and an 
increased understanding among alumni and friends 
of the importance that philanthropy plays in support-
ing excellence and growth,” said Kevin Mahaney, 

vice president for development and alumni affairs. 
 These increases are part of a national trend that saw 
charitable giving to nonprofi ts increase by 5 percent 
in 2004, according to Giving USA. Giving to educa-
tion increased by 5.4 percent. 
  “It is encouraging that gifts to Oswego rose by 
more than twice the national rate,” Mahaney said.
 Among the many benefi ts of annual gifts to SUNY 
Oswego, he noted, are scholarships for students, 
funding for guest lecturers, opportunities for under-
graduate students to work directly with faculty on re-
search projects, equipment for academic departments 
and athletic teams, campus beautifi cation projects and 
support for programs such as Alumni Sharing Knowl-
edge, which matches students with alumni for career 
advice and mentoring, and Alumni-in-Residence, 
which brings Oswego alumni back to campus to share 
their experiences with current students. q

Spotlight

Hammond: Good co-workers, students add up to enjoyment
The Campus Update Spotlight shines on Peggy 

Hammond this week. The calculations clerk II in the 
Offi ce of Financial Aid has worked on campus since 
Halloween 1994.

Q. How would you describe your job and re-
sponsibilities? 
 A. It’s varied. I help students and parents fi le for 
fi nancial aid and explain the process. I greet parents 
and students coming into the offi ce and at special 
events like Orientation. I also get to go to other col-
leges to represent Oswego at fi nancial aid fairs. I love 
going out there and representing Oswego in a posi-
tive way. A hidden part of the job involves doing the 
work-study payroll. We have close to 500 students 
each semester on that payroll.
 Q. What is your favorite part of working at Os-
wego? 

A. I love working with the students. It’s nice to 
help. It always makes you feel good when they meet 
their goals and graduate. It helps working with a great 
group of people. I’m very lucky to have the bunch 
that I work with. 

Q. What is your impression of Oswego’s stu-
dents? 
 A. We have a good group of students. We’re here 
to help them in the right direction. They are a good 
bunch of people, and you end up making friends with 
some of them.

Q. What achievement are you most proud of? 
 A. Probably my fi rst champion Shetland sheepdog, 
just last year.

Q. Do you have any hobbies? 
 A. I participate in dog shows, in New York state 
and Ontario, almost every weekend in the good 

weather. I’m a member of the North Country Kennel 
Club and on the board of the Central New York Shet-
land Sheepdog Club. I also like gardening.

Q. What can you tell us about your family?
 A. I have three grown girls. My oldest, Jaime, is a 
teacher. She earned her undergrad and graduate de-
grees here at Oswego. My middle daughter, Jessica, 
works at The Palladium-Times in advertising. My 
youngest daughter, Jennifer, is a trained professional 
dog groomer. My husband, Jim, and I live in Scriba. q

Learning communities
Continued from page 1

Turkish scholar
Continued from page 1

because globalization has introduced cultures to each 
other. “Most of the things we buy in the shops are the 
same, including food,” he said.
 But he said he appreciates learning about the di-
versity of people, too. “People are different,” he said. 
“Having a global orientation is really important. The 
main aim of this experience is to increase that global 
perspective.”
 The Iscans are living in Mackin Hall, across the 
street from Rich Hall. q— Julie Harrison Blissert

Environmental study
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