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Oswego outreach — Freshman broadcasting major Karen Opokua was one of about 90 members of the 
campus community — faculty, staff and students — who contacted prospective students and their fami-
lies during the recent Oswego Calling phonathon. Volunteers reach out to households of students who 
have been accepted, but have not yet enrolled, to answer questions and discuss the Oswego experience.

 M. Catherine Richardson, attorney and former 
president of the New York State Bar Association, will 
receive an honorary doctor of laws degree from the 
State University of New York on May 14 at SUNY 
Oswego’s 144th Commencement. She will speak at 
the morning ceremony for the School of Business and 
School of Education.
 The honor is in recognition of her career accom-
plishments in law and justice and her commitment to 
lifelong public service.
 A 1963 graduate of SUNY Oswego, Richardson 
initially embarked on a career as a high school math 
teacher. In the 1970s, she turned to law, earning her 

juris doctor degree from Syra-
cuse University and joining the 
fi rm of Bond, Schoeneck and 
King in Syracuse. She rose to 
senior partner, concentrating in 
education, business, health and 
insurance law.
   Richardson has made contribu-
tions in local, state and federal  
legal arenas and has received a 
series of prestigious honors from 
the legal community. In 1996, 

she became only the second woman elected president 
of the 62,000-member New York State Bar Associa-
tion, the nation’s largest voluntary state bar associa-
tion.

Leader, volunteer
 Recent awards include the 2002 New York State 
Bar Association Ruth G. Schapiro Memorial Award, 
for her dedication to the causes of women and the 
law, and the 2003 Onondaga County Bar Association 
Distinguished Lawyer Award.
 Throughout her career, she has displayed a commit-
ment to public service. Her pro bono legal work on 
women’s issues, gender equity, eldercare and judicial 
access for the poor long ago earned her the Onondaga 
County Bar Association’s Pro Bono Award.
 For more than 30 years, she has dedicated herself 
to various Syracuse civic organizations, not-for-profi t 
agencies, youth-based councils, and human service 
entities, including Girls Inc. of Central New York, the 
Central New York Girl Scouts Council, United Way, 
the Museum of Science and Technology, Rosamond 
Gifford Foundation and St. Camillus Health and Re-
habilitation Center. 

 Quest, the college’s annual symposium for schol-
arly and creative activity, will celebrate its 25th an-
niversary April 20 with a number of special features, 
including a full day of presentations, a buffet lun-
cheon, a retrospective session and a keynote speaker.
 For only the second time in its history, Quest will 
have the full Wednesday for presentations by faculty 
and students, numbering more than 125 this year. 
Honors Convocation, which traditionally has oc-
cupied half the morning of Quest day, this year will 
have its own date in advance of Quest: April 15 (see 
Oct. 20, 2004, Campus Update).
 Quest’s 25th anniversary guest speaker will be 
Joseph F. Coughlin. A 1982 graduate of Oswego in 
political science, he is director of the AgeLab at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he also 
teaches strategic management and public policy in 
the engineering systems division. He will speak at 9 
a.m. in the Hewitt Union ballroom.
 MIT’s AgeLab conducts multidisciplinary research 
to improve the quality of life of older adults. Cough-
lin’s own work examines how the demographics of 
an aging society will drive and defi ne innovation in 
business and public policy. His research is published 
in a variety of policy, technology, aging and business 

journals. He recently completed a book on older driv-
ers. Coughlin earned his master’s degree in policy 
and strategic management at Brown University and 
his doctorate at Boston University.

    A special Quest buffet lun-
cheon will take place in The Fo-
rum at noon, priced at $6.95. 
    Following the luncheon will 
be a retrospective session on the 
history of Quest and its founder, 
the late Distinguished Teaching 
Professor Helen B. Daly. It is 
being put together by Al Stamm 
and Claire Putala of the college’s 
Scholarly and Creative Activi-
ties Committee, which organizes 

Quest every year.
 Bill Bosch, who chairs the Quest subcommittee, 
added that this year’s poster sessions are expected to 
be in the main lounge of Hewitt Union, with present-
ers on hand during the noon hour, and he is hoping to 
have musical performances there as well.
 In addition to sessions in Hewitt Union and Lan-
igan Hall, some sessions are planned for Penfi eld 
Library’s Lake Effect Café, he said. 

 Recent Oswego graduate Nanayaa Acheampong is 
now at graduate student at the University of Buffalo, 
thanks in large part to SUNY Oswego’s McNair pro-
gram.
 In fall 2003, Oswego launched the Ronald E. Mc-
Nair Post-baccalaureate Scholars Program with a 
federal grant from the U.S. Department of Education. 
By spring 2004, Acheampong was one of 19 students 
chosen as the fi rst class of McNair Scholars. Today, 
she and three scholars are taking on the challenges 
new graduate students face. 
 The focus of McNair is to provide experiences that 
prepare students for doctoral study. McNair seeks to 
increase the number of students from groups under-
represented in doctoral programs, encouraging them 
to pursue careers teaching or conducting research 
at institutions of higher education. Scholars are pre-

pared to be successful candidates for graduate school 
admission and to be knowledgeable of expectations. 
 SUNY Oswego faculty mentors work with McNair 
Scholars, guiding their research experiences and al-
lowing them to build on their interests. For example, 
seniors Damian Piaschyk and Sabrina Stilwell partici-
pated in Professor David Valentino’s geology project 
in the Adirondacks, mapping geological formations in 
an area of the Tug Hill plateau. With the guidance of 
Professor Linda Loomis of the journalism program, 
Natasha Irizarry surveyed minority hiring practices of 
regional small city newspapers across the state, inter-
viewing editors and minority reporters. 
 Thirteen scholars participated in last summer’s 
eight-week program, according to Robert Moore, 
professor of English and co-director of the program. 
They were coached in how to prepare to take gradu-

ate school entrance exams. They learned to build Web 
sites, posting resumes and portfolio materials that 
highlighted their undergraduate accomplishments. 
They gathered information about graduate programs 
and the varying application procedures. And they 
sorted through their options to decide where to apply. 
 Primarily they engaged in an extended research 
project under the guidance of a faculty mentor, which 
was supported by stipends, money for travel and ma-
terials necessary to sustain the research, Moore said.
 Scholars such as José Valdez, Katie Atkinson and 
Michael Kelly worked as course assistants. Michelle 
Scoville exhibited her artistic work at SUNY Brock-
port, prepared under the guidance of art Professor 
Mathew Friday. Michael Smith, under the sponsor-

McNair Program helps students achieve goals, pursue graduate studies

Expanded Quest to celebrate 25th anniversaryM. Catherine
Richardson

Distinguished alumna 
to be honored at 144th 
Commencement

Joseph Coughlin

See ‘Richardson honored,’ page 4 
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Shared ‘Voices’ — SUNY Oswego students, from left, Luann Cardinal, Ryan Sprague, Steve Mazzoccone 
and Adam Sweeney, hold a rehearsal meeting for one of the short plays in the upcoming “New Voices” 
production. Featuring staged readings of six one-act plays written, directed and performed by students, 
“New Voices” will take the stage at 8 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, April 2 and 3, in Bell Auditorium. 

‘New Voices’ plays to showcase student talent 
 Student writers, directors and performers will have 
an opportunity to learn and entertain through the col-
lege’s annual “New Voices” production, presented at 
8 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, April 2 and 3, in Hewitt 
Union’s Bell Auditorium.
 A collaboration of the college’s English writing arts 
and theatre departments, “New Voices” showcases six 
original one-act plays written, directed and acted in 
staged readings by students. Steve Mazzoccone and 
Adam Sweeney, who coordinate the event, both said 
their involvement stemmed from the chance to learn 
about the collaborative process.
 “The really special thing about ‘New Voices’ is that 
we get to work with the writers,” said Mazzoccone, a 
senior dual major in English and theatre from Sche-
nectady. “The whole collaboration is a really unique 
learning opportunity.”
 Having the writers available, either on campus or at 
rehearsals, helps the directing process, he added. “If 
I have any questions, I can just drop the writer an e-
mail,” he said. “I’ll even ask the actors for their input. 
Everything needs to be clear because we only have 
10 minutes to present the story.”
 For Sweeney, who has participated in “New 
Voices” as a writer in previous years, switching to 
the director’s role has provided a new perspective. 
“It’s one thing to write it . . . it’s another thing to see 
student actors, close to being professionals, act it out 
with their interpretation,” said the senior double ma-

jor in English writing arts and theatre from Oswego.
 Serving as both a director and writer this time 
around has impressed upon Sweeney the division of 
responsibilities between the two roles, he said. As he 
directs, he knows how much writers value the work 
they have put on the page, and the interaction in-
volved in someone else translating it to the stage. 
 “The director is just interpreting what was written, 
not changing it,” Sweeney said. “It’s good to have 
constructive criticism, as long as it’s constructive.”
 The coordinators will each direct three 10-minute 
selections from student writers. Mazzoccone will di-
rect Jan Best’s “Splinter,” Ryan Garney’s “F*** Del-
ta” and Sweeney’s “Necessary Path.” Sweeney will 
stage Shana White’s “Dream Self,” Dan Preston’s 
“Cigarettes” and Ryan Sprague’s “Toss of the Three-
Sided Coin.”
 The student directors also learned how to juggle the 
considerations of working with three writers and a to-
tal of seven to 10 actors. Presenting the one-act plays 
in staged readings “is a little easier in some ways, but 
also harder because we have to focus on the language 
more,” Mazzoccone explained. “The actors have to 
project their whole character through their voices and 
not so much through their movements.”
 There is no admission charge, and the public is 
invited. The production will feature a brief intermis-
sion. A reception will follow the Saturday evening 
performance. 

 Youngok Choi of the computer science department 
has begun a yearlong project on current needs for dig-
ital librarians that may impact the future of the fi eld.
 Choi said earning a competitive $5,000 grant from 
the international Association for Library and Informa-
tion Sciences Education will make it possible to com-
plete the project, titled “Digital Librarians: Who Are 
They, What Skills Do They Need, and How Can They 
Be Educated?” 
 The increasing use of digital technology in library 
science prompted Choi to develop a new information 
science course, “Digital Libraries,” about three years 
ago. While putting the class together, she discovered 
there were no standard ideas for the kinds of skills 
and knowledge required for those entering the fi eld in 
the digital age.
 “A couple of studies talked about how we could ed-
ucate students, but they were based on assumptions,” 
Choi said. She wanted to develop a more concrete 
study, and securing the ALISE grant solidifi ed her 
ability to research the problem.

 The project will unfold in the coming months 
through a threefold approach. She plans to research 
the past fi ve years of job advertisements in the fi eld to 
learn what kinds of skills and educational background 
academic librarians seek in new employees. One of 
her students, Robert Bouchard, is helping collect raw 
data.
 “I am also surveying current practitioners working 
in academic libraries,” Choi said. “I will ask them 
some questions about their operations, suggestions 
about what they are looking for in new hires and 
whether their people could use some additional train-
ing.” The national survey of more than 100 academic 
libraries will also try to determine how well current 
coursework prepares graduates to work in a digital 
environment.
 She will also compile syllabi and course descrip-
tions for college information-sciences courses and 
continuing education and training courses to ascertain 
trends in curriculum and skills developments among 
academic institutions. 

Project would enhance preparation of librarians for jobs in digital age
  Working with Edie Rasmussen of the University 
of British Columbia, who was her doctoral degree 
adviser, Choi will develop a research paper to pres-
ent at the American Society for Information Science 
and Technology annual conference in late October. 
She also will share her data and observations with 
colleagues at other institutions interested in the same 
topic.
 “It will be very benefi cial for information science 
educators” since there is no current template for 
teaching this topic, Choi said. “From my research, I 
will propose some of the framework for what kinds 
of subjects should be included in the course design.”
 The research also will help those trying to enter the 
fi eld by showing trends for hiring, what options are 
available and what kinds of skills employers want.
 While this project concerns digital librarians in an 
academic setting, Choi believes the framework can 
help explain what is required for information-science 
workers in business and government positions. 

— Tim Nekritz

Graduate dean search 
enters interview phase
 Candidates for dean of graduate studies and re-
search are interviewing on campus in March. The two 
named candidates are Zulma Toro-Ramos, dean of 
the University of New Haven’s School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Science, and David W. King, interim 
dean of graduate studies and special assistant to the 
president at SUNY Oswego. 
 A third candidate will come to campus, according 
to search organizers. As soon as arrangements are 
confi rmed, information will be made available.
 Toro-Ramos was scheduled to be on campus earlier 
this week. King will interview March 31 and April 1.
 Interview schedules and candidates’ résumés will 
be available online from the Faculty & Staff gateway 
page under Timely Links.
 The dean will be responsible for administering the 
Offi ce of Graduate Studies, which manages 22 gradu-
ate programs in the College of Arts and Sciences, the 
School of Business and the School of Education, and 
will supervise the director of research and sponsored 
programs.

Candidate credentials
 In her current position, which she has held since 
2001, Toro-Ramos oversees a school with 800 
students in 10 undergraduate and seven graduate 
programs. She established the school’s Engineering 
Support Center for Small and Emerging Businesses 
to assist local industry in becoming competitive and 
received a $1 million grant from Bayer HealthCare to 
advance it.
 With the exception of one year at a technology in-
stitute in Mexico, Toro-Ramos served at the Univer-
sity of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez from 1988 to 2001. 
She began as an assistant professor and advanced to 
chancellor, becoming the fi rst woman to hold that 
position. Among her grants there were $28.8 million 
from the Puerto Rico Industrial Development Co.
 Toro-Ramos received her doctorate in industrial 
and systems engineering from Georgia Institute of 
Technology in 1988. 
 King came to Oswego in 1966 as an assistant pro-
fessor of history and has served as assistant director 
of admissions, chair of the history department, assis-
tant and associate dean of arts and sciences, associate 
provost and chair of Faculty Assembly. His interim or 
acting appointments have included provost and dean 
of arts and sciences, in addition to his current half-
time role in graduate studies.
 Among his accomplishments at Oswego have 
been initiating the Challenge Grants to promote col-
laborative work by professors and undergraduates, 
expanding the FirstChoice program to serve all new 
freshmen, leading a revision of faculty bylaws and 
adoption of a new general education curriculum, and 
coordinating development of the new master’s degree 
program in history.
 King received his doctorate in history from SUNY 
Stony Brook in 1979. 
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McNair program
Continued from page 1

Select essays — Chronicle Books of New Delhi has recently published Geraldine Forbes’ book Women in 
Colonial India: Essays on Politics, Medicine, and Historiography. The distinguished teaching professor of 
history spent much of her sabbatical last year in India.

New book gathers historian’s influential essays
 From the 1970s until today, Distinguished Teach-
ing Professor Geraldine Forbes has presented and 
published her work on Indian women’s history in half 
a dozen countries, and the groundbreaking nature of 
her life’s enterprise is now being appreciated. 
 A year ago the Calcutta Telegraph called the his-
tory professor, then in India on a Fulbright Scholar-
ship, “a sort of household name here.” And Chronicle 
Books of New Delhi approached her about gathering 
some of her dispersed work into one volume that 
would be easily accessible in India. 
 The result is Women in Colonial India: Essays 
on Politics, Medicine, and Historiography, a newly 
published collection of eight essays whose origi-
nal versions Forbes wrote between 1979 and 2003. 
Chronicle Books presents its author as “among the 
fi rst historians to research and write about the lives of 
Indian women.”
 The book became a bigger project than fi rst envi-
sioned, Forbes said, because the pieces all needed to 
conform to a common style and she felt it necessary 
to update them in light of recent scholarship.
 Her focus is on the women of late colonial India, 
from the late 19th century into the 1940s — those 
who participated in nationalist politics and ventured 
to bring Western medicine to their countrywomen. 
Her sources, these women’s own words and images, 
motivate her investigations.

 Her concluding essay in the new volume, “Refl ec-
tions on South Asian Women’s History,” discusses 
her “concerns about the insularity of the fi eld” and 
calls for a return from footnotes and tangents back to 
the central political story, with the goal of creating “a 
new history, a metanarrative inclusive of women and 
gender.”
 More recognitions of Forbes’ place in Indian schol-
arship have come in the past several months. Last 
July, the organizing committee of the 24th annual 
North American Bengali Conference chose Forbes to 
receive an award for her lifelong research on wom-
en’s history of colonial Bengal. 
 Last summer, she became an offi cer of the Ameri-
can Institute of Indian Studies, a consortium of Amer-
ican colleges and universities that sponsors research 
fellowships to India and runs two research centers 
and two Indian language centers in India. She has a 
three-year term as treasurer.
 And the November/December issue of Span mag-
azine, a publication of the American Embassy in 
New Delhi, includes an illustrated article on Forbes’ 
Fulbright work on women’s history through photo-
graphs.

Women in Colonial India is not available in the 
United States, but her reputation-making Women in 
Modern India, part of the New Cambridge History of 
India series, is available internationally. 

 A new summer weeklong Writing Institute on cam-
pus will help participants polish their work, bolster 
their creativity and interact with other writers.
 Running July 10 to 16, the institute will aim to 
break down barriers toward writing while building 
community among writers. “Creative writing is a 
solitary activity — day after day, sitting in a room, 
thinking your own thoughts. It’s an act of commu-
nication that can begin to seem like an act of sepa-
ration,” said Leigh Wilson, associate professor of 
English writing arts. 
 Wilson, who spearheaded organizing the institute, 
co-coordinates the project with adjunct faculty mem-
ber Katie Riegel, who will manage its day-to-day 
activities. The program is a collaboration with the Of-
fi ce of Continuing Education.
 The institute’s roots sprouted two years ago at a re-
treat for creative writing faculty at the Oswego State 
Extention Center in Phoenix. “I like the fact that this 
new program all began in a place named Phoenix — 
the phoenix is a bird from Egyptian mythology that, 
bursting into fl ames, renewed itself every 500 years,” 
Wilson explained. “It didn’t take us that long, though 
it was hot that day.”
 Launching a Writing Institute dovetails with ex-
panding the writing program’s outreach while build-
ing on its strengths of creating and valuing a commu-
nity of writers of all levels. 

Busy schedule
  Every morning will involve two hours of intensive 
creative writing workshops using the participants’ 
best work — whether poetry, fi ction or nonfi ction 
— which they submit as part of the application pro-
cess. Afternoons will feature workshops on generat-
ing ideas, followed by lectures, panel presentations 
or discussions on professional issues. Evenings will 
include a reading by a published author, plus a book-
signing and social gathering.
 Wilson emphasized that workshops will have lim-
ited enrollment so instructors can offer individualized 
attention. Critiques, participant readings and interac-
tive sessions will provide opportunities to spark cre-
ativity and connect with others.
 Organizers are particularly encouraging high-
school English teachers to attend. “Some of the ses-
sions at the Writing Institute will be geared toward 
teaching creative writing,” Wilson said. “We’d like to 
work with high school teachers on strategies they can 
take back to their classrooms — back to their own 
writing communities.” If teachers’ positive experi-
ences help them convince their best student writers to 
consider Oswego, that would be a bonus, she said.
 Applicants must have at least a bachelor’s degree, 
unlike Oswego’s other, student-oriented summer 
institutes. “Our students at Oswego State know the 
tremendous luxury of having access to a community 
of other artists, and we wanted to bring that to writ-
ers elsewhere, writers we might not reach since we’re 
primarily an undergraduate program,” Wilson said.
  For more information, call the Offi ce of Continu-
ing Education at 312-2270 or visit www.oswego.edu/
writing. 

— Tim Nekritz

New Writing Institute 
penned in for summer

ship of Professor Craig Graci, delivered a presenta-
tion to students and faculty of the information science 
program on his research on cognitive musicology 
theory.
 Newly accepted scholars are members of McNair’s 
second class. Plans to attend conferences to present 
McNair-sponsored research are under way. 
 “Thanks to the dreams, energy and persistence of 
these talented students, and the willingness of com-
mitted faculty guiding scholars’ pursuit of these 
dreams, Nana Acheampong’s success promises to be 
repeated,” Moore said.
 Juniors and seniors interested in pursuing graduate 
school who want to get a head start should contact the 
McNair Program at 312-2594, mcnair@oswego.edu 
or stop by Room 205 of Swetman Hall. 

 Alonzo King’s Lines Ballet will wrap this season’s 
Artswego Performing Arts Series with a performance 
of its dynamic dance work “Before the Blues” at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, April 6, in Tyler Hall’s Waterman 
Theatre. The Student Association Program Board 
helps sponsor the production.
 Called “hip and hot, good looking and dancing 
deliciously on the edge” by the San Francisco Chron-
icle, this company creates original performances 
choreographed to music by known and emerging 
composers. 
 “This is a marvelous ensemble who breaks many 
barriers in terms of what one expects from a ballet 
company,” said Mary Avrakotos, coordinator of the 
Artswego Performing Arts Series. “While you can see 
the skill and athleticism, King’s productions feature 
an edge and social statements related to the American 
experience.”
 Created in 2004, “Before the Blues” is King’s new-
est work, featuring original music by jazz legend 
Pharaoh Sanders and recorded narration by actor 
Danny Glover. The piece, which also includes sam-
ples of early musical fi eld recordings, explores the 
African-American experience after the end of slavery 

through a decades-long struggle for equality.
 The Oswego performance also will feature the 
1998 piece “Who Dressed You Like a Foreigner?” 
The work, a study of identity, features King’s chore-
ography set to music by Zakir Hussain of India. 
 The troupe’s residency will begin with an admission- 
free lecture/demonstration, with King discussing 
technique while his dancers perform selected pieces, 
at 11:30 a.m. Monday, April 4, in Waterman Theatre. 
Members of troupe also will visit classes, host a pair 
of master classes and discuss cross-cultural collabora-
tion. For more information on these programs, con-
tact Artswego at 312-4581 or artswego@oswego.edu.
 The appearance of Alonzo King’s Lines Ballet 
is funded in part by the National Dance Project of 
the New England Foundation for the Arts, with lead 
funding from National Endowment for the Arts and 
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation. Additional fund-
ing comes from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
and the Ford Foundation.
 Tickets cost $22 ($18 for seniors and students, 
$7 for SUNY Oswego students). For information 
or reservations, contact the Tyler Hall box offi ce at 
tylerbxo@oswego.edu or 312-2141. 

Alonzo King’s Lines Ballet to perform, teach
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Calendar highlights

Announcements

Spotlight Richardson honored
Continued from page 1

The Campus Update Spotlight caught up with Of-
fi cer Jamie Enwright in between phone and dispatch 
calls at the University Police offi ce. A campus public 
safety offi cer I, she started at SUNY Oswego in 1973 
and joined University Police in 1993. 

Q. How would you describe your job and re-
sponsibilities? 
 A. I maintain all of the University Police reports, 
take care of the blotter, take care of the secretarial re-
sponsibilities for this offi ce and maintain the dispatch 
position. I answer phones and dispatch offi cers to 
calls.
 Q. What is your favorite part of working at Os-
wego? 

A. People. I like the interaction that I have, not 
only with the employees, but also with the students. 
It’s fun because it’s something different every day. 
Especially being a dispatcher, when you pick up the 
phone, you never know who’s going to be on the 
other end of the line. It could be an emergency, or 
it could just be someone wanting a door unlocked. 
There’s never a dull moment. 

Q. What is your impression of Oswego’s stu-
dents? 
 A. I enjoy the student population on campus. While 
we deal mostly with those who are in a not-so-good 
situation here, we do see a lot of them in other capac-
ities, too. We don’t only see the negative side. I think 
that being around the students, you feel young. It’s 
great to work around a youthful population. I learn 
just as much from them as I do from the day-to-day 
job.

Q. What achievement are you most proud of? 
 A. I love what I do. I guess in this day and age, 
I don’t know how many people can say that. I love 
coming to work every day. I enjoy the offi cers, the 
job and the rapport with the campus community. I 
feel like I do my job and do it well. I take a lot of 
pride in it. I try to represent the department with the 
professionalism it deserves.

Q. What is your educational background? 
 A. I went to SUNY Morrisville. I received my de-
gree in restaurant and hotel management, if you can 
believe that.

Q. Do you have any hobbies? 
 A. I enjoy gardening in the summer. My husband 
and I are avid sailors. I enjoy cruising on Lake On-
tario. 

Q. What can you tell us about your family?
 A. My husband of 29 years, James, works over at 
NRG, the steam plant. My son John, 25, is a SUNY 
Maritime graduate who is an engineer in Rochester. 
My daughter Sarah, 23, is a graduate of Siena Col-
lege and works at Amgen Pharmaceuticals in Rhode 
Island. We live on West Sixth Street in Oswego, right 
near the lake. 

Enwright enjoys environment, energy of campus

• Good Friday, no classes, March 25

• Symposium on “Diversity in the Classroom,”
March 30

• Women’s Center, Women’s Studies Banquet,
March 31

• Panel: “Was It Worth It? A Retrospective Look 
at the War in Iraq,” March 31

• Indian classical music informance, April 1

• Jazz Concert with Brent Wallarab, April 2

• Gospel Choir Awards Dinner, April 2

• “New Voices,” April 2 and 3

• “Before the Blues”: Alonzo King’s Lines Ballet,
April 6

 For a more complete calendar, see SUNY Oswego 
Events online at www.oswego.edu/news/calendar/. 

 She has been honored with awards from a number 
of these organizations and, in 1987, was named a
Post-Standard Woman of Achievement.Post-Standard Woman of Achievement.Post-Standard
 Richardson served her alma mater as a member 
of the College Council and speaker at Honors Con-
vocation. She is currently vice chair of the Oswego 
College Foundation board of directors. The Oswego 
Alumni Association honored her as a Distinguished 
Alumna in 1995.
 The Richardson family’s association with the 
college dates back to the early 20th century. Rich-
ardson’s mother, Margaret Mansfi eld Richardson, a 
native Oswegonian, graduated from the Oswego Nor-
mal School in 1929, earned the rank of distinguished 
alumna in 1979, and served on the Oswego Alumni 
Association board of directors. Both Richardson’s 
mother and father, attorney George L. Richardson, 
served on Oswego’s College Council. 

Jazz arranger to debut works
Brent Wallarab, the lead trombonist and arranger 

for the Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Orchestra, will 
debut seven new arrangements with the Rick Holland-
Evan Dobbins Big Band at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 
2, at Tyler Hall’s Waterman Theatre.
 Wallarab is “one of the most accomplished writers 
and arrangers in the country today,” said Holland, an 
assistant professor of music at SUNY Oswego. “I just 
think he’s the very best at what he does.”
 What Wallarab does includes transcribing, re-
searching, editing, advising and playing for the 
Smithsonian Institution. He was appointed the spe-
cialist in jazz for the institution, where he has tran-
scribed more than 300 works for jazz orchestra from 
the likes of Duke Ellington, Count Basie, Fletcher 
Henderson, Gil Evans and Sy Oliver. 
 Wallarab has donated more than 100 of these tran-
scriptions to SUNY Oswego’s music program, Hol-
land said.
 Wynton Marsalis has tapped Wallarab to transcribe 
for the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra and the center’s 
Essentially Ellington education program. Wallarab 
also has rehearsed, guest conducted and soloed with 
the Chicago Jazz Orchestra. 
 His group, the Buselli-Wallarab Jazz Orchestra, is 
starting to get national attention through its perfor-
mances and two releases, “Heart & Soul: The Music 
of Hoagy Carmichael” and “Happenstance.” “With 
all his other talents, you can’t forget he’s a marvelous 
trombone player,” Holland noted.
 For Wallarab to choose SUNY Oswego and Hol-
land’s band to debut these pieces is “a real honor 
and opportunity for music lovers to hear work cre-
ated by a master,” Holland said. “It’s really exciting.”
 The concert is sponsored by SUNY Oswego’s Of-
fi ce of Continuing Education and the college’s music 
department.

 Tickets cost $12 ($10 for seniors and students, $7 
for SUNY Oswego students). For reservations, con-
tact the Tyler Hall box offi ce at 312-2141. 

Indian musician to host informance
Shafaatullah Khan and Kelly Armor will present an Shafaatullah Khan and Kelly Armor will present an Shafaatullah Khan and Kelly Armor

interactive informance on Indian classical music at 3 
p.m. Friday, April 1, at Penfi eld Library’s Lake Effect 
Café. It will be free and open to the public.
 Khan, a master of the sitar, surbahar and tabla, is 
part of the centuries-old legacy of one of the most re-
nowned and respected musical families in India. His 
performances have earned praise in media ranging 
from the Washington Post to the Washington Post to the Washington Post Times of India to the 
Times of London. His local appearance includes col-
laboration with Armor, a world music specialist.
 The informance will feature selected pieces, infor-
mation on the music of India and audience questions.
 Khan’s appearance is made possible in part by a 
Pennsylvania Performing Arts on Tour grant received 
by the Ontario Center for Performing Arts (the Os-
wego Music Hall). Pennsylvania Performing Arts on 
Tour is developed and funded by the Vira I. Heinz 
Endowment; the William Penn Foundation; the Penn-
sylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency; and the 
Pew Charitable Trusts; and administered by the Mid 
Atlantic Arts Foundation. 
 Khan’s visit to Oswego will include a performance 
at the Oswego Music Hall at 8 p.m. Saturday, April 2.
 For more information, call 312-4581. 

‘Hotel Rwanda’ to open film series 
The inaugural event of the Oswego Film Group 

will be the screening of “Hotel Rwanda” at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 30, at the Oswego Cinema. Pre-
sale tickets are now available at the Tyler Hall box 
offi ce on campus and River’s End Bookstore.

 This fi lm screening is designed to gauge com-
munity interest in alternative fi lm offerings, said the 
group’s organizer, Jon Peck of Campus Technology 
Services. He encouraged fi lm buffs to purchase pre-
sale tickets as a show of their support.
 A talk-back facilitated by David Conrad of the his-
tory department will take place following the movie 
at the River’s End Bookstore. Conrad earned his doc-
torate in African history at the University of London’s 
School of Oriental and African Studies.
 “Hotel Rwanda” was nominated for three Academy 
Awards, including best actor (Don Cheadle). Based 
on a true story, the fi lm depicts the heroic actions of 
Paul Rusesabagina, who risked his life to save over a 
thousand Tutsis and Hutus marked for death during 
the Rwandan massacre. 
 The Oswego Film Group’s purpose is to bring al-
ternative cinema to Oswego, Peck said. The impetus 
for this initiative came from the 2020 Arts Group. 
The grassroots effort involves working closely with 
Conrad Zurich, owner of the Oswego Cinema.
 For more information, visit the organization’s Web 
site at www.oswegofi lmgroup.org. 

Police report
Since March 4, University Police have investigated 

several cases of theft, harassment and vandalism and 
arrested six people.
 Police charged a 22-year-old student and a 22-year-
old Avon man with driving while intoxicated and 
with a blood alcohol content above .08 and with driv-
ing infractions in separate incidents. 
 University Police charged a Waterbury Hall resi-
dent and a Funnelle Hall resident with aggravated ha-
rassment. They are accused of leaving a threatening 
voicemail on another student’s phone. 
 Police charged two Seneca Hall residents with un-
lawful possession of alcohol by someone under 21. 


