











DELIVERY OF THE PLACENTA. 159

compression may be repeated with each uterine contraction till successful,
friction ‘being continued meantime to maintain the retraction thus far
accomplished, and to provoke further uterine efforts.

It is the peculiar merit of this method that it, more closely than any
other, imitates the natural process of placental expulsion. Moreover, it
is designed to supplement the expulsive efforts of the uterus, not to re-
place them. It maintains firm retraction of the uterus till the afterbirth
is expelled, keeps the uterine vessels securely ligated, and prevents the
formation of deep coagula in the uterine sinuses. It favors, more than
any other plan, permanent uterine retraction after the delivery of the pla-
centa. Potent for good, it is incapable of harm.

Some practice is undoubtedly necessary to the utmost facility in this
procedure, but the knack once acquired, other measures will be very
rarely called for. '

With reference to the time of placental delivery, the prevailing practice,
in the judgment of the writer, favors too long delay. Dr. Playfair, fol-
lowing the teachings of McClintock, says that no attempt should be
made at delivery of the placenta till twenty minutes after the expulsion
of the child. Certain other obstetric writers sanction even longer dclay.
The arguments of Dr. Playfair in support of his practice are that time is
thus allowed for recovery from the shock or exhaustion of the second
stage, for the separation of the placenta, and for the formation of coagula
in the uterine sinuses. While these would be valid reasons for delay
under the old practice of placental extraction, they do not forbid early
resort to the Credean method. As a rule, after the ligation of the cord,
the sooner the uterus can be made to cast out the placenta the better for
the patient. ' ,

There is surely no exhaustion of the uterus when it can be provoked
to contract by gentle friction. Again, the very agency by which separa-
" tion of the placenta is accomplished is uterine contraction and retraction.
Against the dangers of post-partum hemorrhage, the chief security lies in
the ligation of the uterine vessels by retraction of the muscular structures.
Coagula in the uterine sinuses are a feeble barrier against hemorrhage.
Moreover, thrombi extending into the intermuscular portion of the ute-
rine veins are a positive source of danger, from their liability to infec-
tion. Promptness, again, facilitates delivery. By too long waiting the
way may be narrowed by the contraction of Bandl’s ring, and the diffi-
culty of expulsion be thus increased. As a rule, then, the placenta
should be expelled as soon asits function is ended ; that is, as soon as
the infantile circulation is established and the cord divided.

A word with reference to the use of ergot may not be out of place.
Prof. Lusk disparages the exhibition of this drug before the afterbirth is
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delivered, owing to its tendency to induce so-called hour-glass contrac-
tion. In my practice a drachm of the fluid extract of ergot is given by
the mouth in every case—or its equivalent hypodermically—as the head
passes the vulva. Under the above management of the placenta, it is ex-
pelled before the effect of the drug is developed. I should be unwilling
to sacrifice the advantage gained by prompt and complete retraction of
the uterus, through fear of a possible danger so seldom realized.

In conclusion, I submit the following summary :

Use constant friction or uterine massage after the delivery of the head,
for the double purpose of maintaining retraction and provoking utetine
effort. ‘

Supplement the uterine efforts, if need be, by compression.

After the placental expulsion, continue friction till retraction is com-
plete and permanent, ' .

Use ergot on the birth of the head to promote the prompt and perfect
~completion of the third stage. '

Aim to deliver the placenta, as a rule, directly after, not before, the
ligation and division of the cord. :

THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE COUNTY OF
KINGS.

A stated meeting of the Medical Society of the County of Kings was held on the
"evening of Tuesday, Sept. 19, the President, Dr. Jewett, in the Chair, and about
forty-five members present. The minutes of the last meeling were read and ap-
proved. :

The following proposals for membership were made: By Dr. Benj. Ayers, Dr. J. Al
‘Blake, 674 Bedford Av.; and by the President, Dr. E. H, Knight, 67 Clinton Av., and
Dr. C. N. D. Jones, 163 DeKalb Av. L

Tue CounciL reported acceptance to membership of Frank H. Ross, M.D.,
B. H. M. C., 1880, and Agnes Sparks, M.D., University California, 1879.

The papers of the evening were then read, as follows: By Dr. A. J. C. Skene,
#¢Cases of Cystitis in Women.” No discussion, ) :

Dr. Arex. HUTCHINS exhibited to the Society samples of the “Girton Corset,” and
‘the ““ Divided Hygieoic Skirt.” He remarked that these articles of women's wear
were presented at the exhibition held last spring in London, under the auspices of the
National Health Society of Great Britain. They were ushered into public notice with
“such lavish encomiums by the Zondon Sanitary Record, echoed by the British Medical
Fournaland the Beston Med, and Surg. Fournal, that the speaker's curiosity was
excited, and he obtiined the samples from a friend in London. The ¢ Corset ”’ was
worthless as a corset, and no lady would be likel y to set aside the conventionalities of
civilized society so far as to appear in the *¢ Divided Skirt,” even if its ¢ < Hygienic
pretensions were sustained. Dr. Hutchins urged that a very clear moral to be drawn
from this exhibition was the reckless freedom with which medical journals advertise
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editorially remedies and appliances which have been subjected to very limited observa-
tion and trial. In medicine even the authority of a great name cannot be accepted
without investigation. It is a safe plan to investigate before endorsing.

Dr. SKENE said, in his opinion, the Girton Corset and Divided Hygienic Skirt, in-
stead of being an improvement, were instances of a movement in the retrograde direc-
tion. Asa corset and skirt they seemed to be an apology. If a flexible garment
around the waist only were needed, it might do; but if a support of the mammee, or a
means of relieving the pelvis from the pressure and weight of garments, this corset is
a falure; it is worse than useless. The object of any corset is twofold—to support the
mammee and relieve the pelvis from weight and pressure. e could see no improve-
ment in the ¢ Divided Hygienic Skirt.”” Ife could not understand how it was an im~
provement over the pantalettes worn the present day. The Skirt is certainly not very
graceful. ) .

By Dr. Charles Jewett—¢¢ Notes on Dezlivery of Placenta.” No discussion.

In executive scssion, the President announced the death of Dr. C. F. Clark, and
upon motion was authorized to appoint an obituary comuuittee. He gave notice that
said committee would be announced before the next meeting.

Tue CHar declared the following members duly elected: Drs. J. L. Kortright,
W. J. Doyle, R. Scrimgeour, F. L. R. Tetamore, I1.-C. Murphy, G. R. Baros,
R. L. Dickenson, J. J. Keane, I. [1. Pratt and J. Rankin.

On motion, the Saciety, at g:20 P. M., adjourned.

Ao uAnmios

Xapua péy’ avlpeomnoidr, xaxwyv Belxrijp odvvawy.
Hymns of Homer, No. XVI.

PROLIFERATIONS.

—TaE piscussioN oF THE Copk will, by order of the Society, take
place at the October meeting.

— Tux Pavsicians’ Muruar Amp AssocratioN.—The Society’s Com-
mittee having this matter in charge will canvass the entire city within the
coming month, with a view to increasing its membership. The work of
the Association is so meritorious, and the expenses of membership so
slight, that it is hoped the number of members from the physicians of
this city may be largely increased.
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TuE REcuLar MontaLY MEETINGS of the Medical Society of the
County of Kings are held at 8 P.M. on the third Tuesday of each
month, at Everett Hall, 398 Fulton Street.

The October meeting will be held on the 17th.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE COUNTY OF KINGS.

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES FOR 1882.

President. oo oo, C. JEwETT, M.D),, 307 Gates Ave.
Vice-Fresident .. ............. G. G. Hopkins, M.1)., 375 Grand Ave.
Secretary ..., R. M. Wyckorr, M.D., 532 Clinton Ave.
Assistant-Secretary ..W. G. RusstLr, M.D., 105 So. och St., E. D,
Treasurer. ... ..... e J. R. VANDERVEER, M.D).; 301 Carlion Ave.
Libravian .......... N T. R. FRENCH, M.D., 469 Clinton Ave.
CENSORS. "
B. A.Segur, M.D., 28x Henry St. P. F. Westbrook, M.D., 174 Clinton St.
A. Hutchins, M.D., 796 De Kalb Ave. A. R. Paine, M.D., 485 Clinton Ave.

J. D. Rushmore, M.D., 129 Montague St.

DELEGATES TO THE MEDICAL SOCIZTY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK.
(1878 to 1882.)

Drs. J. C. Shaw, Drs. G. G. Hopkins, * Drs. ]. Byrne,
C. Jewett, J. A. McCorkle, B. F. Westbrook,
T. R. French, A. Sherwell, G. W. Baker,
J. H. Hunt.

Chap. X1, Art. 2, of By-laws: “ Any Member elected as Dzlegate to the Medical Society of
the State of New York, who shall be unable to act as Delegate during two successive years, sha.l be
considered to have vacated his position as Delegate.”

COMMITTEES OF THE SOCIETY.
HYGIENE.
Drs. B. F. Westbrook, N. B. Sizer, - D. E. Chace.

THERAPEUTICS AND CLINICAL MEDICINE.
Drs. J. A. McCorkle, A. Hutchins, E. H. Bartley, A. R. Paine, A. R. Matheson.

OBSTETR]_:C S.
Drs. J. R. Vanderveer, A. S, Clarke, E. Palmer, W. Wallace, B. A. Segur,
SURGERY.
Drs. A.J. C. Skene,  J.S. Wight, G. R. Fowler, J. D. Rushmore, P. L, Schenck.
REGISTRATION.
Drs. J. A. Jenkins, Drs. W. G. Russell, Drs. F. W, Rockwell,
A.S.Clarke, - Z. T. Emery, A, Haslett.

PHVYSICIANS’ MUTUAL AID ASSOCIATION.

Drs. W. W. Reese, B. A. Segur, A. Hutchins, J. A“’J enkins, R. M. Buefl,
N, W.Leighton, A, L. Bardett, S. H. Olmstead, A, W, Catlin,





