Honorary Degree Recipient

Doctor of Science: Luc Montagnier, M.D., Ph.D.

Professor Luc Montagnier and his research team discovered the Human Immunedeficiency Virus (HIV), the virus that
causes Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome, better known as AIDS. This extraordinary scientific breakthrough
made possible the creation of a reliable diagnostic test for the disease and the development of treatment modalities.

Dr. Montagnier had established himself as a leading scientist long before the advent of AIDS. A native of France,
Professor Montagnier received his undergraduate degree from the Universities of Poitiers and Paris in 1955 and his
medical degree from Paris University in 1960. He then served as a research fellow in the Virus Research Unit of
the Medical Council in Great Britain followed by another research fellowship at the Institute of Virology in
Glasgow. Returning to France in 1965, he headed a laboratory of the Radium Institute in Orsay until 1972.

At that time, Professor Montagnier received his first appointment at the prestigious Pasteur Institute as head of
the Viral Oncology Unit. Ten years later, AIDS was recognized as a killer of gay men and intravenous drug users
in the United States and Europe and of heterosexuals in several African and Caribbean countries, and the race
was on to discover its cause. Professor Montagnier first isolated the virus that causes AIDS (HIV-1) in 1983, and
discovered a second AIDS virus (HIV-2) in 1985.

However, Dr. Robert Gallo of the National Cancer Institute also claimed discovery of the AIDS virus in 1984.
When Dr. Gallo’s virus turned out to be almost genetically identical to the one discovered in Professor
Montagnier’s laboratory, controversy ensued. Throughout this period of speculation, Dr. Montagnier remained
the consummate professional and emerged with his reputation enhanced. In the end, Dr. Gallo conceded
discovery of the virus to Dr. Montagnier. Dr. Gallo is credited with developing the first AIDS blood test.

Together, these two most prominent AIDS researchers wrote an article for Scientific American in 1988, calling
upon everyone to take responsibility to “learn how HIV is spread, reduce risky behavior, raise our voices against
acceptance of the drug culture, and avoid stigmatizing victims of the disease. If we accept such responsibilities,
the worst element of the nightmare will have been removed from the AIDS epidemic.”

Throughout these years of discovery and controversy, Luc Montagnier never lost sight of the devastating
suffering caused by the AIDS epidemic, especially in the developing nations that were the least equipped to
deal with it. To address these horrifying consequences, Professor Montagnier and Federico Mayor, director
general of UNESCO, founded the World Foundation for AIDS Research and Prevention (WFARP) in 1993. The
nonprofit organization’s goal is to mobilize private initiatives worldwide to complement public measures,
conduct innovative research, and provide support for victims and preventive education,

As WFARP’s president, Professor Montagnier made the organization’s first priority a scholarship program for
African orphans whose parents died of AIDS. One of SUNY Brooklyn's scientists, Dr. Jack DeHovitz, was able
to obtain a WFARP grant to educate health providers in Eastern Europe about innovations in AIDS therapies
and prevention techniques. WFARP recently opened the Integrated Center for Clinical and Biomedical AIDS
Research in Abidjan, Ivory Coast.

Professor Montagnier is the author of many articles on virology, as well as the anthropology and sociology of HIV
infection, and is in constant demand as a speaker at symposia and conferences worldwide. In his book, Des Virus
et des Hommes (Of Viruses and Men), published in 1994, he gives his personal account of the discovery of HIV;
an English language version is being prepared for publication in the fall of 1998.

Last year, Queens College of the City University of New York recruited Professor Montagnier to head its new
Salick Family Center for Molecular and Cellular Biology. He was also named the college’s first Bernard and
Gloria Salick Distinguished Professor in Molecular and Cellular Biology. The new center aims to develop
therapeutic modalities and vaccines to control the spread of HIV.



Commencement Speaker and
Honorary Degree Recipient

Doctor of Science: Susan M. Love, M.D.

Susan M. Love, an alumna of the State University of New York Health Science Center at Brooklyn, has made
invaluable contributions to human health in her roles as surgeon, educator, author, and advocate. As a child
growing up in New Jersey and later in Mexico, Dr. Love knew she wanted to be a physician because she saw that
as the best way to help people in need. As a premed student at Notre Dame of Maryland in Baltimore, however,
she had a spiritual awakening and decided to become a nun. In spite of her willingness to spend her life doing
good works, she discovered that the convent life was not for her. She then resumed her college education,
graduating from Fordham University in 1970. She graduated cum laude from the College of Medicine of the
Health Science Center at Brooklyn, then called Downstate Medical Center, in 1974, and did her residency in
surgery at Beth Israel Hospital in Boston.

Upon completing her residency, Dr. Love became the first female surgeon on staff at Beth Israel. In 1982, she
joined the staff of the Dana Farber Breast Evaluation Clinic, the nation’s first comprehensive multi-disciplinary
center for breast care. In 1988, she founded the Faulkner Breast Center in Boston. This was the first facility in
the United States to have a multi-disciplinary all-woman staff, including five surgeons, two clinical nurse
specialists, a plastic surgeon, radiation therapist and medical oncologist. The program has received national
acclaim and continues to combine patient care with cancer research and fellowships in breast surgery. Dr. Love
progressed from clinical fellow to assistant clinical professor in surgery at Harvard Medical School.

In 1992, UCLA recruited Dr. Love to be the first director of the UCLA/Revlon Breast Center. Reflecting her overall
philosophy, the UCLA program focuses on the whole woman with special services for high-risk patients, extensive
follow-up, and support. As head of the center, Dr. Love developed the first comprehensive practice guidelines on breast
disease, which were published in January 1996 in The Cancer Journal from Scientific American. At UCLA, Dr.
Love has served as associate professor of clinical surgery and Revlon Chair in women’s health.

While Dr. Love’s accomplishments as a medical leader and clinician are outstanding, it is in her role as an
outspoken advocate for women’s health that she has touched and indeed saved the lives of millions of women.
Her frustration at the lack of progress in breast cancer research led her to found the National Breast Cancer
Coalition. This advocacy group of breast cancer patients and supporters has taken political action, which has
resulted in the increase of federal research funding for breast cancer from $90 million to $410 million in just two
years. In 1993 Dr. Love delivered a two-million-signature petition to President Clinton, asking for a National
Action Plan for Breast Cancer. She is now one of the co-chairs of this initiative, which brings together scientists,
business people, and politicians in an unprecedented effort to end breast cancer.

Dr. Love’s role as advocate and educator led her to become a best-selling author. Her book, Dr. Susan Love’s
Breast Book, is considered by critics to be the most accessible book on breast cancer ever written. It is now in its
second edition. In addition, Dr. Love co-authored the 1995 text, Atlas of Surgical Techniques in Breast Surgery.
Her book on menopause and the hormone dilemma, Dr. Susan Love’s Hormone Book, was released in 1997 and
was on The New York Times’ bestseller list for seven weeks.

Dr. Love is as pioneering and outspoken in her personal life as she is in the professional realm. Dr. Love and her
life-partner, Dr. Helen Cooksey, won a four-year battle with the Massachusetts courts to jointly adopt their daughter.
This groundbreaking legal decision for same-sex couples ensures the nonbiological parent’s legal rights o parental
custody in case the couple separates or the mother dies. (Dr. Love is the biological mother of their daughter.)

Dr. Love left her position as head of the UCLA/Revlon Breast Center last year to pursue her research and medical
advocacy interests on a full-time hasis. She is principal investigator of a $500,000 Department of Defense grant, and
is attending business school in order to improve the health care of women within the paramelers of managed care.



The SUNY Health Science Center
at Brooklyn

The State University of New York Health Science Center at Brooklyn is one of four such campuses
within the 64-unit State University of New York. Located on an urban campus in the East Flatbush
section of Brooklyn, the Health Science Center includes the College of Medicine, the School of
Graduate Studies, College of Nursing, College of Health Related Professions, a major research
center, and the University Hospital of Brooklyn.

The Health Science Center’s history spans over 130 years, during which time it has undergone
several name changes. In 1856 two physicians established a dispensary in downtown Brooklyn to
provide care for poor immigrants. The Long Island College Hospital grew out of this dispensary. In
1858 the state granted the hospital’s request for a charter to launch a medical school. The school,
which opened its doors two years later, revolutionized medical education in the United States. The
new school was unique because, for the first time in this country, the teaching of medicine was
brought to the hospital bedside and the idea that physicians should be trained exclusively in
university classrooms and lecture halls was rejected. It was truly a college hospital.

In 1931 the school was rechartered as the Long Island College of Medicine, with affiliated hospitals
throughout Brooklyn. The “Downstate” era began on April 5, 1950 with a special ceremony at the
Waldorf Astoria Hotel, where a merger contract was signed between the Long Island College of
Medicine and the newly constituted State University of New York. Several years later, the current
campus of the SUNY Health Science Center at Brooklyn was built in East Flatbush. In April 1953,
ground was broken for the current Basic Sciences Building, and President Dwight D. Eisenhower
laid the cornerstone in 1954. The complex was expanded in 1966 with the opening of University
Hospital of Brooklyn. The School of Graduate Studies, the College of Health Related Professions,
and the College of Nursing were also added that year.

In 1985, the school celebrated the 125th anniversary of the College of Medicine, at which time the
institution became known as the State University of New York Health Science Center at Brooklyn,
a name that reflects the full scope of the Center’s activities.

Today, the Health Science Center is the focal point of a health education network that encompasses
26 hospitals, with a campus of 13 acres, a total student body of 1,500, a faculty of 3,500 (including
full-time, part-time and voluntary staff), and support staff of 3,000.



The Academic Procession

The procession is led by the presiding marshal. Other members of the procession include faculty
marshals (chosen by the graduates), faculty members, deans, honorary degree recipients, and the
president of the Health Science Center.

The academic gown worn by procession members is said to be symbolic of the “democracy of
scholarship,” for it covers any dress of rank or social standing underneath.

Academic gowns originated in the Middle Ages, the period when universities were beginning to take
form. At that time, most scholars were also clerics—and therefore dressed as clerics, in long gowns.
Over time, the gown became the accepted dress code for scholars: in England, in the second half of

the 14th century, for example, several colleges forbade “excess in apparel” and decreed the wearing
of long gowns.

The assignment of colors to signify different academic disciplines developed much later, and was
standardized in the United States in the late 19th century. In 1895, an intercollegiate commission
composed of representatives from leading colleges established a code of academic dress that
prescribed cut, style, and materials of the gowns, as well as colors to represent different fields of
learning. Today, academic dress code is regulated by a formal Committee on Academic Costumes
and Ceremonies created by the American Council on Education in 1952.

The gown is usually black for all degrees, with variations in the sleeves, the front cut, and trim.

The bachelor’s degree gown is black with long pointed sleeves. The master’s degree gown is black
without trim and has oblong sleeves so the upper part of the arm comes through the slit in the
sleeve. Doctoral (Ph.D.) gowns are black with bell-shaped sleeves. Mortarboards (caps) with tassels
have their own significance. Master’s and bachelor’s tassels are black, while the Ph.D. tassel may be
black or gold; medicine is green.

Hood colors indicate the field of learning: dark blue—philosophy; green—medicine; light blue—
education; apricot—nursing; science—golden yellow; history—mwhite; law—purple; psychology—
dark blue.

Details of academic attire may vary depending on where faculty members completed their degrees.
Some foreign degree holders, for example, wear special hats, distinctive to their degree and institu-
tion. Whatever the differences, however, the governing tradition is continuity of the academic
symbols from the Middle Ages.



Faculty Members Serving as Marshals

Hugh J. CB.I'I'OH, M.D. Distinguished Teaching Professor

Eva B. Cramer, Ph.D. Professor of Anatomy and Cell Biology and Assistant Dean for Basic Science Education
Ethan Fried, M.D. Assistant Professor of Medicine

Marcia Gerber, M.D. Clinical Associate Professor of Medicine and Director of Employee and Student Health Services
Mimi Halpern, Ph.D. Professor of Anatomy and Cell Biology

Constance H. Hlu, M.D. Clinical Professor of Anesthesiology and Associate Dean for Minority Affairs
Stephan L. Kamholz, M.D. Professor and Chairman of Medicine

Albert Kaufman, Ph.D. Associate Professor of Physiology

Theophilus Lewis, M.D. Clinical Associate Professor of Surgery

Richard J. Macchia, M.D. Distinguished Teaching Professor and Chairman of Urology

Thomas G. MCGil’ll’l, M.D. Clinical Associate Professor of Medicine

Maureen McLeod, Ph.D. Associate Professor of Microbiology and Immunology

Hermann Mendez, M.D. Associate Professor of Pediatrics

J osef MlCh]., M.D. Associate Professor of Pathology

Jerome G. Stempak, Ph.D. Associate Professor of Anatomy and Cell Biology

We would like to thank the following groups for their assistance in organizing this year’s
commencement ceremony: the Office of the President, the Alumni Association, the Dean’s Office,
the Office of Student Affairs, the Office of Institutional Advancement, the Student Center, the Public
Safety Department, and all the people who have given freely of themselves to enrich this year’s graduation.



State University of New York

Board of Trustees
Thomas F. Egan, J.D.

Chairman

Erland E. Kailbourne, Sc.D.

Vice Chairman

Edward F. Cox, J.D.

Randy A. Daniels

Candace de Russy, Ph.D.
Arnold B. Gardner, L.L.B.
Louis T. Howard

Pamela R. Jacobs

Simon Johnson

Nicole Kim, J.D.

Miles L. Lasser, L.L.B., C.PA.
Edward S. Nelson, L.L.B.
Paul R. Perez, M.B.A.

Harvey F. Wachsman, M.D., J.D.

John W. Ryan, Ph.D.
Chancellor
State University of New York



The Music Program

Precommencement Musicale

Works by J.S. Bach, A. Banchieri, G. Gabrieli, J. Pezel, and A. Scarlatti played by The Physicians’
Brass Ensemble of New York—Daniel Repole, M.A., Conductor; Benjamin A. Rosenberg*, M.D., ’50,
Music Chairman. Hom: Jeanine Gilson. Trombones: George Zorko (Tenor), Benjamin A. Rosenberg
(Tenor/Bass, also Bass Trumpet). Trumpets: Kevin Blancq, Anthony Bavota, and Joseph Schufle

(also Piccolo Trumpets).

The National Anthem, sung by Soloist Tina Catalano.

*Founding Director 1972

Processional

Coronation March from The Prophet (1849, G. Meyerbeer)
Trumpet Tune (1696, J. Clarke)

March from Dramico per Musica (1726, J.S. Bach)
Triumphal March from Aida (1871, G. Verdi)

Pomp and Circumstance No. 1 (1901, E. Elgar)

Recessional

Rondeau (1729, J. J. Mouret)

Trumpet Voluntary (1700, J. Clarke)

“See the Conquering Hero Comes” from Judas Maccabeus (1746, G. F. Handel)
March from Judas Maccabeus

Theme from Concerto Grosso, No. 8 (1714, A. Corelli)



The Hippocratic Oath

I do solemnly swear by that which I hold most sacred:

That I will be loyal to the profession of medicine

and just and generous to its members;

That I will lead my life and practice my art

in uprightness and honor;

That whatever house I shall enter, it shall be for the good
of the sick to the utmost of my power;

That I will hold myself aloof from wrong;

That I will exercise my art solely for the cure of my patients,
and will give no drug and perform no operation
for a wrongful purpose;

That whatsoever I shall see or hear of the lives of men
and women that should not be spoken, I will keep secret;

These I do promise, and in proportion as I am faithful
to this my oath may happiness and good repute be ever mine.








